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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Memphis, Tennessee
File No. August 28, 1978

RE: ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR.,, APRIL 4, 1968,
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
CIVIL RIGHTS

On August 22, 1978, Captain Thomas H. Smith, Homicide
Bureau, Memphis Police Department, Memphis, Tennessee, tele-
phonically contacted the Memphis Office of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) and advised he had received two letters
regarding the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
which he wished to make available to the FBI. Captain Smith
furnished the following information:

44-3590-
SEARCHED INDEXED

SERIALIZED FILED N
SEP 1 1978

FBI-MIAMI

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency.
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In Reply, Plea!e Refer to 
File No. 

• UNITED STATES DEPARTJ\T.ENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis 1 Tennessee 
August 28, 1978 

RE: ASSASSINATION OF' DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. 1 APRIL 4, 1968, 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

On August 22, 1978, Captain Thomas H. S.mith 1 Homicide 
Bureau, Memphis Police Department, Memphis, Tennessee, tele­
phonically contacted the Memphis Office of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) and advised he had received two letters 
regarding the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
which he wished to znake available to the FBI. Capta:i.n Smith 
furnished the following information: 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed o~tside 
your agency. 
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1
Date of transcription 8/28/78

Captain THOMAS H. SMITH, Homicide Bureau, Memphis
Police Department, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished xerox copiesof two letters sent to the Memphis Police Department from
Lewiston, Idaho. The letters, which were sent in the same
envelope, are as follows:

8/22/78 Memphis, Tennessee Memphis 44-1987-SUB
at File #

Interviewed on M

SA BURL F. JOHNSON:cjs 8/24/78
Date dictated

by
2

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is, looned to your agency:

il and its contents oro not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (REV. 11 ·27-70) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF• INVESTIGATION 

l Date.of lranscriplion __ S~/_2_8~/_'_18 __ _ 

Captain THOMAS H. SMITH, Homicide Bureau, Memphis 
Police Department, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished xerox copies 
of two letters sent to the Memphis Police Department from 
Lewiston, Idaho. The letters, which were sent in tha same 
envelope, are as follows: 

8/22/78 Memphis, Tennessee File# 

lntorvlewed on __________ a( __ ~--~---------- ----------Memphis 44-1987-Sill 
.M 

SA BURL F. JOHNSON: cj s Dole dictated,_8_/_2_4_,_/_7_8 _____ _ 
by_....:..._ ____ _:_~ _____ _;__ ____ 7 _____ _ 

2 

This documont contains nei'hor rocommondutions nor cone us1ons o 1 0 • I · I ti FBI •It Is tho properly of tlw FBI and is, loaned to your ager,cy: 

11 and its contents oro not lo bo dislrlbutod outs.Ide your agency. 
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Roy B.KrlpHen Del,
REWISTON-16

Lewiston Idaho83501 AUG18 USA
UNION978 MUSIC OF THE UNION

Police Defent,
memphis,

Capt Smith Jenn,
Homicide
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Buy 17,1978
Police Depty
memphis, Jenn.
Sir :

Re deathofRamulaat320k withlove,

Geiami, Fila,Iwas asleepatrightand Ihanderfairicallhelp!
Iheardaman I tookto Rejackmalically

sonofmadelyn
the hotel,and

anotherman talking The othermanasked

Whathappened?"
Theothermarminsthavebeen limes margans

marganhadbeeninjuredtwice
pack Inclusily toldme thenestmorning

thatRaoulhaddied last night

Signed
Gen. Del.any july

Lewistory Idaho 83501

Raoul-luban, over
by

trimbuild,bike hair,
445 yrs.,

• 
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Police Dept.
days14, 1978,

daily,
DearSir

aman,whoreportablewently. the nameof
Rabuldiedat320 n withare Iniami, Filorida
in 1977,

the storyas I learned it Raoulhadalump
onthewideofhisHave and

Other termantsofthephoteladvisedhimtohanitchecked,first birthhe and
it movedtothe rightsideofhis neck

HewasEnglishthatinteressences andRe
hadrequestedthe vatakecare of him,

The Va couldn'tdoanything
78kdiedinlatesummerof197 Tinhisroom

atthataddress,

Signal
Roy

ty Hulp
rion Del.
Javiston, Idaho 83501
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X Airtel

8/28/78

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987-SUB M) (P)

SUBJECT: PURKIN

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies di an LHM
dated as above and captioned as "ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., APRIL 4, 1968, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE: CIVIL RIGHTS.

The Memphis Office does not contemplate any investi-
gation regarding information set forth in LHM UACB. Copies ofthis LHM are being furnished to the Butte and Miami Offices for
information since it contains information relating to areas
covered by those divisions.

The Memphis file is being maintained in a pendingstatus to handle investigation in the MURKIN case not related
to the subject matter set forth in the enclosed LHM.

A copy of enclosed LHM is being forwarded to USA,
Memphis, Tenn.

2 - Bureau (Encs. 4)
1 - Butte (Enc. 1) (Info)1- Miami (Enc. 1)(Info)
1 - Memphis who
BFJ:cjs
(5)

9/6/78

44-3590-2
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SERIALIZED

P.W.N FILED

INDEXED

gaz SEP i 1978

files should be stamped
Fr. M: ,MAI

"Do NOT DESTROY - Jet
PENDING LITIGATION"" I

follow
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X Airtel 

8/28/78 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FOOM: 

SUBJECT: 

~ JlElll'IUS (44-1987-SllB II) (P) 

Enclosed for the Bureau four cop 
above and captioned as ~~S~S~INA~~T~IO;lf~~~~~~~ 
NG, JR., APRIL 4, 1968 IS TENN 

The Mcm.pta, Office does not contemplate any investi­
gation regarding information set forth in LUM UAm. Copies of 
this Ulll are being furnished to the B1i;te and Kialli Of1ices for 
infomation since it contains i.ofol"Jl&tion relating to areas 
covered by those divisions. 

The Maphis file is being maintained 1n a pending 
status to handle investigation in the lftJJUCIN case not related 
to1he subject matter set :forth in the enclosed LBll. 

A copy of enclosed um 1s being forwarded to USA, 
lle1&phis, Tenn. 

2 - Bureau (.Encs. 4) 
l - Butte (Bnc. l){Info) 
(i)- Miami (Enc. l),!nfo) 
'1 - Memphis ~ 

BFJ:cjs 
(5) 1sEARCHEo,.......,__.,,,_,__ 

SERlt.i_,ZED 

\ s::? i 191a 

~ () JJo'f' "l>U rlfo ., - . ;) ~- &0:&f 
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Memorandum
TO : SAC, MIAMI (44-3590) (P) DATE: 1/24/79

FROM : SUPERVISOR JOSEPH C. BALL

SUBJECT: MURKIN

On 1/24/19, AUSA IAN M. COMISKY advised that Inmate
HERAMI, Dade County Jail, claims he can identify MARTIN LUTHER
KING's "second killer" and would like to talk with an FBI
Agent re this.

LEAD

MIAMI

At Miami, Florida

Contact Inmate HERAMI in Dade County Jail.

2 - Miami
JCB/bjc
(2) yo Jameson1/24

44-3590
SEA CHED INDEXED

3
Ni SERIALIZED FILED
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GSA F~MA (~1 CFR) 101-11,1 

tJNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum· ,. 
SAC, MIAMI (44-3590) (P) DATE: 1/24/79 

BALL 

On 1/24/f.J, AUSA IAN M. COMISKY advised that Inmate 
Dade County Jail, claims he can identify MARTIN LUTHER 

KING s "second killer" and would like to talk with an FBI 
Agent re this. 

LEAD 

MIAMI 

At Miami, Florida 

Contact Inmate HERAMI in Dade County Jail. 
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! 

Btty U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Memorandum
TO SAC, MIAMI (44-3590) (c) DATE: 1/26/79

FROM SA MICHAEL F. HUTTER

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Rememo of Supervisor JOSEPH C. BALL, 1/24/79.

This case was reopened as an inmate at the Dade County
Jail, EDWARD HARAMY, claimed that he could identify the "second
killer" of KING.

Subsequent investigation has determined that THOMAS
RICHARD D'AMURA, a cellmate of HARAMY, was the possessor of
information about an assassination. This information did not
relate to the assassination of KING but to the assassination
of President JOHN F. KENNEDY.

D'AMURA was subsequently interviewed and this interview
is being recorded on an FD-302. Copies of this FD-302 will
subsequently be forwarded to the Bureau and Dallas by airtel
cover.

It is recommended that this case be closed adminis-
tratively and MM File# 89-35 (main file re assassination of
KENNEDY) be reopened and assigned to the writer for the purpose
of submitting D' AMURA's information to the Bureau and Dallas.

44-3590 -
- 4

4 SERIALIZED

CHED

P.H.
INDEXED

FILEDpill
(2)

1 44-3590 JAN ? 1979

- 89-35 FBI-MIAMI
MFH gis
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO :SAC, MIAMI (44-3590) (C) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DATE: 1/26/79 

FROM : SA MICHAEL F • HUTTER 

SUBJECT: MOR.KIN 

· Rememo of Supervisor JOSEPH c. BALL, 1/24/79. 

This case was reopened as an inmate at the Dade County 
Jail, EDWARD HAR.AMY, claimed that he could identify the "second 
killer" of KING. 

Subsequent investigation has determined that THOMAS 
RICHARD D'AMURA, a cellmate of HAR.AMY, was the possessor of 
information about an assassination. This information did not 
relate to the assassination of KING but to the assassination 
of President JOHN F. KENNEDY. 

D1AMURA was subsequently interviewed and this interview 
is being recorded on an FD-302. Copies of this FD-302 will 
subsequently be forwarded to the Bureau and Dallas by airtel 
cover. 

It is recommended that this case be closed adminis­
tratively and MM File# 89-35 (main file re assassination of 
KENNEDY) be reopened and assigned to the writer for the purpose 

. of submitting D'AMURA's information to the Bureau and Dallas. 
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