
TRACI 6 INCOMING d And RE "MURKIN"

ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE THRouGH
BELL TEL

Co.,
SECUR 116 OFFICE, FOR

TRACING of TELEPHONE LINE,

REMEMBER TIME is OF THE ESSENCE,

THE TRUNK LINE ON WHICH THE ean
is CIMING IN SHOULD BE DETERMINED
SUCH AS to 3-5300 OR 5301 To 5308.

As SOON As TRUNIC LINE 15 DETERMINES

CAU LO 3-0025 ASK FOR "TRACE"
IDENTIFIC YOURSELF AS BEING WITH THE

FBI , REQUEST TO TRACE THE CAU ON

DETERMINAL TRUNK.

TRX TO KEEP PARTY ON LINE As

LONG As POSSIBLE WHILE TRACE is
BEING ATTEMPTED

44-1368-216
IF PROBLEM ARISES CONTACT

- SA
J. R. PEAREE TO CLARIFY, SERIALIZED

SEARCHED

me
INDEX alAPR 24

FB'

TYPE OF CALL YOU MAY EXPECT : VOICE TO BL
HEAR D MAYBE A RECORDING, ADVISING FBI To
PuT $ 50,000 AT SOME LOCATION IN RETURN FOR

INFO AS TO WHERE About 5 OF JAmes ENKL RAY,
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TRACI 6 IN COMIN d 1 RE "MURKIN"

ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE THROUGH

BELLTEL
Co.,

SECURITY OFFICE FOR
TRACING of TELEPHONE LINE,

REMEMPERTIME is OF THE ESSENCE,

THE TRUNK LINE ON WHICH THE essn
is COMING IN SHOULD BE DETERMINED
SUCH AS to 3-5300 OR 5301 To 5308.

As SOON As TRUNK LINE is DETERMINES

CAN LO 3-0025 ASK FOR "TRACE"
IDENTIFE YOURSELF AS BEING WITH THE

FBI , REQUEST TO TRACE THE CAU ON

DETERMINED TRUNK.

TRX TO KEEP PARTY ON LINE As

LONG As POSSIBLE WHILE TRACE is
BEING ATTEMPTED.

41-1368-246
IF PROBLEM ARISES, CONTACT si

J.R. PEARGE TO CLARIFOL,
SEARCHED

SERIALIZED plIN
APR 24 1968

F'
VELPHIA

TYPE OF CALL YOU MAY EXPECT : VOICE TO BE Doe
HEAR D MAYBE A RECORDING, ADVISING FBI To
PuT + 50,000 AT SOME LOCATION IN RETURN FOR
INFO AS TO WHERE ABOUT S OF JAMES EARL RAY,
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TRACING INCOMING CAN RE "MURKIN"

ARRANGEMENTS HIVE BEEN MADE THROUGH

BELL TEL
Co.,

SECUR 118 OFFICE FOR
TRACING OF TblEPHONE LINE,

REMEMBER TIME is OF THE ESSENCE,

THE TRUNK LINE ON WHICH THE CAUS
is CIMING IN SHOWLD BE DETERMINED
SUCH AS to 3-5300 OR 5301 To 5308.

As SOON As TRUNK LINE is DETERMINES

CAU LO 3.0025 ASK FOR "TRACE"
IDENTIFIC YOURSELF AS BEING WITH THE

FBI , REQUEST TO TRACE THE CAU ON

DETERMINED TRUNK.

TRX TO KEEP PARTY ON LINE As

LONG As POSSIBLE WHILE TRACE is
BEING ATTEMPTES.

IF PROBLEM ARISES CONTACT
- SA

J. R. PEACEE TO CLARIFUL,

TYPE OF CALL YOU MAY EXPECT : VOICE TO BE
HEAR D MAYBE A RECORDING, ADVISING FBI To
PuT + 50,000 AT SOME LOCATION IN RETURN FOR
INFO AS TO WHERE ABOUTS OF JAMES LIME RAY,
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TRACING NCOMING CAN RE "MURKIN"

ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE THROUGH

BELLTEL CE,
SECUR 118 OFFICE, FOR

TRACING of TELEPHINE LINE,

REMEMPER TIME is OF THE ESSENCIE,

THE TRUNK LINE ON WHICH THE ette
is CIMING IN SHOULD BE DETERMINED,
SUCH AS to 3-5300 OR 5301 To 5308.

As SOON As TRUNIC LINE is DETERMINES

CAN LO 3-0025 ASK FOR "TRACE"
IDENTIFIC YOURSOLF AS BEING WITH THE

FBI REQUEST TO TRACE THE caus ON

DETERMINED TRUNK.

TRX To KEZP PARTY ON LINE As

LONG As POSSIBLE WHILE TRACE is
BEING ATTEMPTS.

IF PROBLEM ARISES, CONTACT
- SA

J. R. PEACEE TO CLARIFOL,

TYPE OF CALL YOU MAY EXPECT : VOICE TO BE
HEAR D MAYBE A RECORDING, ADVISING FBI To
PuT +50,000 AT SOME LOCATION IN RETURN FOR
INFO AS TO WHORE ABOUTS OF JAmes LIREL RAY,
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TRACING INCOMING CAN RE "MURKIN"

ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE THROUGH

BELL TO
Co.,

SECUR 196 OFFICE, FOR
TRACING of Tb EPHONE LINE,

REMEMPER TIME is OF THE ESSENCE,

THE TRUNK LINE ON WHICH THE eth
is CIMING IN SHOULD BE DETERMINED,
SUCH AS to 3-5300 OR 5301 To 5308.

As SOON As TRUNK LINE is DETERMINES

CAVE LO 3-0025 ASK FOR "TRACE"
IDENTIFE YOURSELF AS BEING WITH THE

FBI , REQUEST TO TRACE THE can ON

DETERMING TRUNK.

TRY To KEZP PARTY ON LINE AS

LONG As Poss BLE WHILE TRACE is
BEING ATTEMPTED

IF PROBLEM ARISES CONTACT
- S A

J.R. PEAREE TO CLABIFIC

TYPE of CALL YOU MAY EXPECT : VOICE TO BE
HEAR D MAYBE A RECORDING, ADVISING FBI To
PuT $50,000 AT SOME LOCATION IN RETURN FOR
INFO As TO WHERE ABOUTS OF JAMES ENTLC RAY,I tJ ( t 
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41-1368.247
NDCXED

SEARCHED INDEXED

SERIALIZED 1 LITEFILED #1
APR 9 A 1968

THERE
PHILADELPHIA

FBI PHILADELPHIA

DAY
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MURKIN

John Denive: Wellsboro R.A.
RE : MURKIN - NEGATIVE CHECKS ON 4-9-68

Sheriff's offices
Potter Co. Conderspot

Troga Co Wellsboro

Bradford Co. Towarda

P.D. CondersportP.D

Wellsboro
mansfield
TroyCanton
Towanda.

Sayreathens

PSP Conderspoit Banacks

ManefieldTowanda.
Credit Tuoga

V. Credit Bus, 87.Main St. Wellsboro Potter

Valley " 202 Packer are Suyre
CreditBureau ofBradford Co,

211 Main StTwenty

• 

-- - -- ----- -- --- ----

----- -----

- - - ? J p ~~__.;,-r~· - ~~""} 

- - - - - 71 -- ~<___,., 

- -- ~ 
- ~ - --

~~L,,t_ ~/- f_ 2 
\) , !_r _ _ -'-0 L-

- -~~ - & ---y ~✓--2-I/_ 
-~ - ----- -- --

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



all Telephone Directories t.tityin Potter, Tioga t Bradford So

Communities

Wellsbow +Manefield City Distany
Negalm

,, • 

---

---
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OF

the UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

500 Widener Building
In Reply, Please Refer to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107
File No. April 25, 1968

To Whom It May Concern:

Attached is material on James Earl Ray
who was added to the FBI's list of "Ten Most
Wanted Fugitives," Saturday, p.m., April 20, 1968.

Very truly yours,

JOE D. JAMIESON
Special Agent in Charge

Searched

Serialized 142-1368-248
1 dated

Enclosures Filed

36 outlets
17 21x 44-1368
1 - 80-290

ACL:ebn

K. SangelesaKris

See

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

In Reply, Please Refer eo 
File No. 

,· 

FED'ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

500 Widen~r JBuildi~g 
Phil~delphi~, Pe~llllsylvania 19107 

Ap~il 25 9 1968 

To Whom It May Collll©®~lll ~ . 

Att~ch~d is materi~l on James Ea~l R~y 
who '$'as add8d to the FBI vs :!!.i!Slt of uTen Most 
Wanted Fugi t;i ves 9 n Sa t'llll~d$l.y 9 p .,m q Ap~il 20 J> 1968 o 

36 outlets 
@ 9.xx 44-1368 

1 - 80-290 

ACL_:e~n 
(38~✓ 

Very tru~y yoursp 

Searched,_ _______ _._ 

S::rhlizcd. __________ _ 

1 dz:.ad .. __________ ___. 

Filed _____ .__ ____ ___ 
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COPIES SENT TO THE FOLLOWING:

Station WPEN and WPEN-FM Station WDAU-TV
Director of Public Service Scranton, Pa.
2212 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103 Mr. STAN BERK

Program Director
Mr. DONALD C. REYNOLDS 1619 Walnut Street
Station Manager Station KYW-TV
Radio Station WLRN Philadelphia, Pa. 19103
Bethlehem, Pa. 18015

Station WHUM
Mr. PAUL ANDERSON Reading, Pa.
Editor, Boyertown Times
428 South Reading Avenue Program Director
Boyertown, Pa. 19512 Radio Station WEEZ

Chester, Pa. 19013
Chief JOHN B. GOLDEN
Police Department Mr. M. J. EDWARDS
Milton, Pa. 17847 Program Director

Radio Station WATS
Captain JOSEPH BAIL 110 N. Elmer Ave.
Detective Bureau Sayre, Pa. 18840
Police Department
Chester, Pa. Mr. JOSEPH SALTZMAN

Mayor
Commanding Officer Borough of Marcus Hook
Identification Division 36 Cedar Street
Philadelphia Police Department Marcus Hook, Pa. 19061
Franklin Square
Philadelphia, Pa. Mr. JOHN D. EISENHOUER

Program Director
Chief PAUL BRENNAN Station WSBA-TV
Warminster Police Dept. York, Pa.
Warminster, Pa. 18974

Bureau of Criminal Identification
Miss MICKEY COOPER Pennsylvania State Police
Station WAEB Troop "D"
Allentown, Pa. 2930 Schoenersville Road

Bethlehem, Pa. 18017
Mr. WERNER BARONI
Manager Mr. S. PARNELL LEWIS
Phila. Gazette-Democrat Easton Daily Express
Reading Terminal Bldg. Easton, Pa. 18042
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107

COPIES SENT.TO THE FOLLOWING: 

Station WPEN and WPEN-FM 
n1rector of Public Service 
2212 Walnut Stre~t 
Philadelphia 11 Pa. · '19103 . ' 

Mr-~ . DONAID Co REYNOLDS 
Station Manager 
Radio Station·WL.RN, 
Bethlehem~ Pae 18015 

Mr. F>AUL ANDERSON 
Editors Boyertown Times 
428 South·Reading Avenue 
Boyertown 11 Pa. 19512 

Chief JOHN B. GOLDEN 
Police·Department 
Milton$ Pa. 17847 

Captain JOSEPH BAIL 
Detective Bureau 
Police Depar.tment 
Chester~ Pa. 

Commanding Officer 
Identification Division 
Philadelphi,a Folice Department 
Franklin Square · 
Philadelphia~ Pa. 

Chief PAUL BRENNAN 
Wa:nn:i.nster · Police Dept. 
Warmi~ster 1 Pao 18974 

Miss MICKEY COOPER 
Station WAEB 
Allentown 9 Fa., 

Mr~ WERNER BARONI 
Manager 
Philae. Gazette-Democ1•at 
Reading Terminal.Bldg. 
Philadelphia, Pao 19107 

Station WDAU.:.Tv 
Scrantonp Pa. 

Mr. STAN BERK 
Program Director 
1619 Walnut Street 
Station KYW~Tv . 
Philadelphia 11 Pa, 19103 

Station·WHUM 
Reading, Pa ... 

Program Director 
Radi.o Station WEEZ 
Cheste~, Pa. 19013 

Mr. M. Jo EDWARDS 
Program Director 
Radio Station WATS 
110 N~ Elmer Ave. 
Sa.yre 11 Pa. 18840 

Mr. JOSEPH SALTZMAN 
Mayor 
Borough of Marcus Hook 
36 Cedar St:rr.•eet 
Marcus Hook 9 Pa~ 19061 

Mr .. JOHN D,. EISENHOUER 
Frogram Director 
Stati.on WSBA=TV 
York 1 Pa. 

Bureau of Criminal Identification 
Pennsylvania State Police 
Troop i!J)Vt 

2930 Schoenersville Road 
Bethlehem» Pao 18017 

Mre S. PARNELL LEWIS 
Easton·D~ily Express 
Easton, Fa. 18042 

I I 
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COPIES SENT TO THE FOLLOWING - CONTINUED:

Mr. JOHN W. ANGST Mr. WILLIAM J. CAMPBELL

General Manager Station WRAW tea Radio
Radio Station WLSH 5th and Court Streets
Box D Reading, Pa. 19601
Lansford, Pa. 18232

Det. KARL ALSCHER

Mr. KEN JOHNSON Middletown Twp. Police Dept.
Production Manager 700 New Rogers Rd.
Station WPAM Levittown, Pa. 19056
Pottsville, Pa. 17901

Clipper Carloading Company
Superintendent Ontario & Trenton Streets
The Police Academy Philadelphia, Pa. 19134
8501 State Road
Philadelphia, Pa. 19136 Program Director

Radio WJRH

Mr. BOB ELLIOTT College Station
Program Director Box 505
radio Station WKBO Easton, Pa. 18042
Harrisburg, Pa.

Program Director
Mr. JAMES WARD Radio WMUH

Program Director Box 10 B
Radio Station WBAX Muhlenberg College
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. Allentown, Pa. 18104

Mr. ROBERT R. MICHAEL Mr. PAUL J. MCKINNEY

Station Manager Sheriff
Radio Station WNOW Delaware County Courthouse
P.O. Box 1747 Media, Pa., 19063
York, Pa. 17405

Mr. BRUCE R. BRYANT

Det. Sgt. FRANKLIN MORRISON General Manager
Marple Twp. Police Dept. WCAU-TV

Broomall, Pa. 19008 City Line and Monument Aves.
Philadelphia, Pa. 19131

Mr. WILLIAM KLINE
Program Director
Station WIBF-TV
The Benson East
Jenkintown, Pa. 19046

over

-, 
..:.- '( 

COPIES.SENT TO THE FOLLOWING - CONTINUED: 

Mr o JOHN W • ANGST 
General Manager 
Radio Station WLSH 
Box D 
Lansfordt Pao 18232 

Mr. KEN JOHNSON 
Production Manager 
Station WPAM . -
Pottsvillei Pao 17901 

Superintendent 
The Police Academy 

. 8501 State Road · 
Philadelphiai Pa~ 19136 

Mr. BOB ELLIOTT 
Program Director 
radio Station WKBO 
Harrisburg~ Pa .. 

Mr. JAMES WARD 
, Program Director 

Radio Station WBAX 
Wilkes-Barre, Fa. 

Mr~ ROBERT Ro MICHAEL 
Station Manager 
Radio Station WNOW 
P .,0,. · Box 1747 
York 1 J>a. 17405 

Det. Sgt. FRANKLIN MORRISON 
Marple TWpo Police Dept~ 
Broomall 3 Fa. 19008 

Mr,. WILLIAM KLINE 
Program'Dir®~tor 
Station WIBF=TV 
The Benson·E:ast 
JenkintOWllg Pa. 19046 

MJ:i. WILLIAM J. CAMPBELL 
Station WRAW - Radio 
5th and'Court Streets 
Reading, Pa. 19601 

Det. KARL ALSCHER 
Middletown T\11/P, Police Dept. 
700 New Rogers Rd~ 
Levittown, Pa •. 19056 

Clipper Carloading Company 
Ont~rio & Trenton Streets 
Philadelphia~ Pa~ 19134 

~rogram Director 
Radio WJRH 
College Station 
Box 505 
Easton, Pa. 18042 

l?rog:ra:m Director 
Radio WMUH 
Box 10 B 
Muhlenberg College 
Allentown~ Pa& 18104 

Mr. PAUL J~ McKINNEY 
Sheriff 
Delaware County Courthouse 
Media, Pao, 19063 

Mr. BRUCE R. BRYANT 
Gel11eral Manager 
WCA'U=TV 
City Line and Monument Aves~ 
Philadelphia, Fa~ 19131 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



WDAS Radio
Belmont and Edgeley Road
Philadelphia, Pa.

WHAT Radio
Windermere and Conshohocken Ave.
Philadelphia, Pa.

Philadelphia Tribune
522 South 16th Street
Philadelphia, Pa.

WDAS Radio 
Belmont and Edgeley Road 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

WHAT Radio 
Windermere and Conshohocken Ave. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Philadelphia Tribune 
522 South 16th Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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To: SAC, Philadelphia

FOR APPROPRIATE ACTION
FUGITIVE PUBLICITY

Enclosed is material on JAMES EARL RAY,
I.O. #4182, who was added to the list of "Ten Most Wanted
Fugitives, " Saturday, p.m., April 20, 1968.

You should furnish this material to your
established outlets in accordance with previous arrangements.

In the event the fugitive is captured or process
dismissed, it will be your responsibility to notify the recipients
of the material to preclude publicizing the individual after he
has been removed from a fugitive status.

Proposed transmittal form card:

Attached is material on JAMES EARL RAY
who was added to the FBI's list of "Ten Most
Wanted Fugitives," Saturday, p. m., April 20, 1968.

Enclosures

Memoranda 24
Spot Announcements 20
Identification Orders 30

Photographs, glossy 7x10 3

Photographs, dull 7x10 1

Photographs, glossy 5x7 2

Photographs, glossy 3x5 3

Photographs, dull 4x6 1

Photographs, glossy 2 1/2x4
Wanted Flyers 10
Slides

Total 94
Placards 13

(Under Separate Cover)

To: SAC, Philadelphia 

FOR APPROPRIATE ACTION 
FUG~TIVE PUBLICITY . 

Enclosed is material on jAMES EARL RAY, 
1.0. #4182, .. who was added to the list of "Ten Most Wanted 
Fugithres, ·11:,Sa~urday, p. m.; April 20, 1968. _ 

_ You should furnish t;his material to your 
established m~tlets in accordance with previous arrangements. 

In the event the ,fugitive is captured or process .. 
dismissed, it will be your responsibility to notify the recipients 
of the material to preclude publicizing the indfvidual after he 
has been removed from a fugitiy~ status.: ' 

Proposed transmittal form card: -

Attached is ~aterial ~n-:JAMES EARL.RAY 
who was added to the .fBl's list of "Teri Most 
Wanted Fugitives,'' Saturday,. p. m.,. April 20, 1968. 

Enclosures 

Memoranda 24. 
Spot Announcements · 20 
ldt3ritification Orders 30 
Photographs, glossy 7xl0 3 
Phot9graphs, dull 7x10 1 
Photographs, glossy 5x7 2 

.. Photographs, glossy 3x5 3 
Photographs, dull. 4x6 ·. 1 
Photographs, glossy 2 l/2x4 
Wanted· Flyers - 10 
Slides 

Total 
Placards 

(Under Sepai::ate Cover) 

94 
13 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

OF

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 20, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer,
John Willard, James McBride, James
Walton, W. C. Herron and James
O'Conner

FUGITIVE

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought

under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil

rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., has been added to the FBI's list of

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of

Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugi--

tives, to insure the widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and

description to help effect his earliest possible location.

Ray has been the subject of a massive and intensive search since

the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the bal-

cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. One rifle bullet, believed fired from the

window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim.

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File i\'o. 

l.Jl\I'I'D STATES DEPI\RTME.'.\T OF 'STICE 

FEDERAL BUHEAU OF ll\VESTIGATIOJ\' 

WASHl:1.GTON, D.C. 20535 

FOR IMME DIA TE RELEASE 
April 20, 1968 

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer, 
John Willard, James McBride, James 
Walton, W. C. Herron and James 
O'Conner 

FUGITIVE 

CIVIL RIGHI'S - CONSPIRACY; 
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY 

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought 

under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil 

rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., has been added to the FBI's list of 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives. " 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of 

Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugi­

tives, to insure the widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and 

description to help effect his earliest possible location. 

Ray has been the subject of a massive and intensive search since 

the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the bal­

cony of a Memphis, Ten:nessee, motel. One rifle bullet, believed fired from the 

window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim. 
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An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent finger

prints uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53,000 persons

on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI's Identification Division,

succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17,

1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere

with a Constitutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray is also sought for un-

lawful interstate flight to avoid confinement after conviction for armed robbery,

based on a Federal warrant issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri.

He had been confined at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri,

in March, 1960, with a 20-year sentence following conviction for armed robbery

and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September,

1966, while serving the sentence, he was confined for a time in the maximum

security ward at the State Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was reported missing

from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967.

Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been

convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money

Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and

Pontiac, Illinois, State Prisons and the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth,

Kansas.

He served in the Army between February, 1946, and December,

1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and

breaking arrest and was given a General Discharge due to ineptness and lack

of adaptability for military service.

- 2 -

J 
. . 

· An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent finger-

prints uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53,000 persons 

.on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBl's Identification Division, 

succeeded in determining that Galt and ~y are identical. 

. A Federal warr~t, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 

1968, charges Hay, under·the alias Eric starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere 

with a Constitutional Right of a Unite·d. states citii?:eno Ray is also sought for un­

lawful interstate flight ~o avoid confinement· after conviction for armed robbery, 
- . 

based on a Federal warrant issued on.July 20, 1967, at.Jefferson City, Missouri. 

He had been confined at the Missouri state Penitentiary, Jeff er son City, Missouri, 

in March, 1960, with a 20-year se~tence following ~onviction for armed robbery 

and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September, 

1966, while serving the sentence, he was confined for a time in the maximum 

security ward at the state Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was reported missing 

from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967 a 

Ray, who has an arrest-record dating back to 1949 and has been 

convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United states Postal Money 

Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and 

Pontiac, Illinois, State Prisons and the United states Penitentiary, Leavenworth, 

Kansas. 

· He served in the Army between February, 1946, and December, 

1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and 

breaking arrest and was given a General Discharge due to ineptness and lack 

of adaptability for military serviceo 

- 2 -
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Ray is a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois

on March 10, 1928. He is approximately 5'10" inches tall, weighs from 163

to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He

has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his

right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and

straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at

an ear lobe. His left ear protrudes noticeably.

Acquaintances describe him as a "loner" and "drifter" whose

language and diction reflect a "rural" quality and indicate he has had limited

education.

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks

vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a merchant

seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels. He is known to have worked

as a baker, laborer and color matcher.

He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessons.

He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles

area early in 1968.

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerous.

Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately

contact the nearest office of the FBI, the telephone number of which may be

found on the first page of local telephone directories.
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Ray is a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois 

on March 10, 19280 He is approximately 5'10" inches tall, weighs from 163 

to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He 

has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his 

right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and 

straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at 

an ear lobe. His left ear protrudes noticeably. 

Acquaintances describe him as a "loner" and "drifter" whose 

language and diction reflect a "rural" quality and indicate he has had limited 

education. 

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks 

vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a merchant 

seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels. He is known to have worked 

as a baker, laborer and color matcher. 

He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessonso 

He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles 

area early in 19680 

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerouso 

Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately 

contact the nearest office of the FBI~ the telephone number of which may be 

found on the first page of local telephone directorieso 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
GREAU

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No. April 20, 1968
JAMES EARL RAY

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the

alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the

widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt
location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered
in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted

notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical.
A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968,

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti-
tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the

Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine-

ment after conviction for armed robbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of

burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.
A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on March 10, 1928, Ray

is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown

hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably.
Described as a "loner and "drifter, " with a "rural" quality in his speech, Ray

has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and

completed a course at a school of bartending.

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any information

concerning him to the nearest FBI office.

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

i-' E D E R AL B U R EA U OF I N V EST I G AT I ON 

WASHINGTON, D,C. 20535 

April 20, 1968 
JAMES EARL RAY 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the 

alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives." · 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the 

widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt 

location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of 

Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. 

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered 

in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted 

notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical. 

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti­

tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the 

Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­

ment after conviction for armed robbery. 

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of 

burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders. 

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on March 10, 1928, Ray 
is approximately 5' 10" tall, weighs froni 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown 

hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably. 
Described as a "loner and "drifter," with a "rural" quality in his speech, Ray 

has worked as a baker, laborer and color matchero He has taken dancing lessons and 

completed a course at a school of bartending. 

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerouso Report any information 

concerning him to the nearest FBI office. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No. April 20, 1968
JAMES EARL RAY

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the
widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt
location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered
in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted

notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical.
A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968,

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti-
tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the
Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine-
ment after conviction for armed robbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of

burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.
A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on March 10, 1928, Ray

is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown

hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably.
Described as a "loner and "drifter, 11 with a "rural" quality in his speech, Ray

has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and

completed a course at a school of bartending.
Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any information

concerning him to the nearest FBI office.

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No, 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

.FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D,C, 20535 

April 20, 1968 
JAMES EARL RAY 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison ·escapee who has. been sought under the 
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader 
Dr •. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI'.s "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives.'' 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hooyer, ordered the special addition of Ray to the 
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already. contains ten fugitives, to insure the 
widest possible dissemination of Ray's· photograph and description to help effect his prompt 

... 
location. Ray has been the subject of a inassive search since the gunshot slaying of 
Dr. King on Aprii 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. 

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered 
in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53,000 persons on whom FBI wanted 

notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical. 

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 
charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti­
tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the 
Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­
ment after conviction for armed robbery. 

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, · Ray has been convicted of 

burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders. 
·. A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on March 10, 1928, Ray 

is approximately 5' 1011 tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown 
hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably! 

Described as a "loner and "drifter," with a '.'rural" quality in his speech, Ray 
has worked as a baker, laborer and color matchero He has taken dancing lessons and 
completed a course at a school of bartending. 

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerouso Report any information 

concerning him to the nearest FBI office. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No. April 20, 1968
JAMES EARL RAY

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the

alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the
widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt
location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered
in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53,000 persons on whom FBI wanted

notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical.
A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968,

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti-
tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the

Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine-
ment after conviction for armed robbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of

burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.
A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on March 10, 1928, Ray

is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown

hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably.
Described as a "loner and "drifter, with a "rural" quality in his speech, Ray

has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and

completed a course at a school of bartending.

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any information

concerning him to the nearest FBI office.

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

.FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D,C, 20535 

April 20, 1968 
JAMES EARL RAY 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison- escapee who has been sought under the 

alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr .. , is one of the FBl's "Ten Most Wanted Fugiti,ves." 

FBI Director ·J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the 

Widest possible dissemination .of Ray's photogr_aph and description to help effect his prompt 

location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of 

Dr. King on Aprii 4, 1968, as he stood oil the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. 

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, ·comparing latent fingerprints uncovered 
in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted 

notices have been posted ,determined that Galt and Ray are identical. 

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti­

tutional Right of a United States cit\zen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the 

Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for q.nlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­

ment after conviction for armed robbery. 

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of 

burglary, armed robbery and forging United State5. Postal Money Orders. 

A 40-year-old white male, r.eport~dly born in Illinois on March 10, 1928, Ray . . ,- . 

is approximately 5' 1011 tall, weighs _from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown 
hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at _an .-ear lobe and his· left _ear protrudes noticeably. . ' ' . 

Described as a "loner and _"drifter, _,i with a .''rural'i ·,qu~µity in his speech, Ray ·. 
has worked as a baker, laborer and·col0r matcher. He'has take~ drui'cing lessons and 

t. . ~. 

completed a course at a school of bartendirig_'. i -

Consider Ray arined and ex_tremely dangerous. Repor't any information 

concerning him to the nearest FBI offic~. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No. April 20, 1968
JAMES EARL RAY

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the
widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt
location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered
in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted

notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical.
A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968,

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti-
tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the
Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine-
ment after conviction for armed robbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of

burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.
A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on March 10, 1928, Ray

is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown

hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably.
Described as a "loner and "drifter, with a "rural" quality in his speech, Ray

has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and

completed a course at a school of bartending.

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any information

concerning him to the nearest FBI office.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

WASHINGTON, D,C, 20535 

April 20, 1968 
JAMES EARL RAY 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the 
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slayi1.1g of civil rights leader 
Dr. Martin Luther King,_ Jr., is one of the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives." 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the 
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the 
widest possible dissemination of Ray's .photograph and description to help effect his prompt' 

location •. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of 
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. 

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered 
- . . in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted 

notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical. . ~ . , 

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 
charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti­
tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the 
Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­
ment after conviction for armed· robbery. 

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of 

burglary, armed robbery and :forging United States Postal Money Orders. 
_ A 40-year-old white male, reported~y born in Illinois on March 10, 1928, Ray 

is approximately 5' 10" tall, weighs from 163· to 174 J)ounds, has blue eyes and short brown 
hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably. 

I . ' 

Described as a "loner ·and "drifte~," with ~'.·"rural" quality in his speech, Ray 
' ' 

has worked as a baker, laborer _and ~olor matchero:- He has taken dancing lessons and 
•', I 

completed a.course at a school of bartending •.. 

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangero.us o Report any information 

concerning him to the nearest_ FBI office. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No. April 20, 1968
JAMES EARL RAY

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the
widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt
location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered
in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted

notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical.
A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968,

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti-
tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the

Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine-
ment after conviction for armed robbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of

burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.
A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on March 10, 1928, Ray

is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown

hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably,
Described as a "loner and "drifter, " with a "rural" quality in his speech, Ray

has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and

completed a course at a school of bartending.
Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any information

concerning him to the nearest FBI office.

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

' 
April 20, 1968 

JAMES EARL RAY 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the 

alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the.gunshot slaying of civil rights leader 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is,one of the FBI's ".Ten Most Wanted Fugitives." 

FBI Director J. Etlgar- Hoover. orde~ed tiie special addition of Ray to the 

'"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, .which already contains ten fugitiyes, to insure the 

widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt' 

location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of 

Dr. King on Aprii 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. 

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered 
in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted 

notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical. 

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 

charges Ray, under_ the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti­

tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the 

Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­

ment after conviction for armed robbery. 

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of 

burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders. 

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on March 10, 1928, Ray 
is approximately 5' 1011 tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown 
hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably, 

Described as a "loner and "drifter, " with a "rural" quality in his speech, Ray 
,I 

has worked as a baker, laborer and color matchero He has taken dancing lessons and 

completed a course at a school of bartending. _ 

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerouso Report any information 

concerning him to the nearest FBI office. 
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FBI

Date: 4-24-68
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Airtel
(Priority)

To: SAC's, Philadelphia (44-1368)
Memphis (44-1987)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
MURKIN

Re Philadelphia teletype 4-18-68.

Remaining unidentified latent fingerprints
and latent impressions (finger or palm prints) pre-
viously reported this case not identical fingerprintsWilliam Edward Galt, U. S. Air Force service #
Frederick Walter Galt, U. S. Air Force service #or with fingerprints of a John Joseph Thomas Willard,
white male, born 12-8-30, at Phi Pennsylvania,
U. S. Civil Service Commission # who may be
same as John J. T. Willard named referencedteletype.
No palm prints here for these individuals.

No fingerprint record located here for a
John E. Willard with U. S. Army service #or a John G. Willard with U. S. Army service #

SeeService
162.

44-1368-249
sb mb

Somethe
K.KS

Sent Via M Per

0-9,~.!:J'.-,_ ?-~2-64) 
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FBI 

Date: 4-24-68 
Transmit the following in ---------=-----,:------:--:-----------­

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ ___,,_,A...,i...,r'--"t'""""'e=l=--------

To: SAC 1s, Philadelphia (44-1368) 
Memphis (44-1987) 

✓- From: Director, FBI (44-38861) 

MURKIN 

(Priority) 

Re Philadelphia teletype 4-18-68. 

Remaining unidentified latent fingerprints 
and latent impressions {finger or palm prints) pre­
viously reported this case not identical fingerprints 
William Edward Galt, U. s. Air Force service # ; 
Frederick Walter Galt, u. S. Air Force service #  
or with fingerprints of a John Joseph Thomas Willard, 
white male, born 12-8-30, at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
u. S. Civil Service Commission # , who may be 
same as John J. T. Willard named in referencedteletype. 
No palm prints here for these individuals. 

No fingerprint record located here for a 
John E. Willard with U.S. Army service # , 
or a John G. Willard with U.S. Army service . 

Sent Via ________________ M Per---------
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Airtel

To: SAC's, Philadelphia (44-1368)
Memphis (44-1987)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Re Philadelphia teletype 4-18-68.

Remaining unidentified latent fingerprints
and latent impressions (finger or palm prints) pre-
viously reported this case not identical fingeWilliam Edward Galt, U. S. Air Force service #
Frederick Walter Galt, U. S. Air Force service #or with fingerprints of a John Joseph Thomas Willard,
white male, born 12-8-30, at Phi Pennsylvania,
U. S. Civil Service Commission # who may be
same as John J. T. Willard named referenced teletype.
No palm prints here for these individuals.

No fingerprint record located here for a
John E. Willard with U. S. Army service #or a John G. Willard with U. S. Army service #

44-1368-249
ah

J 

A1rt 1 

To: AC'a, Phil lpbi (4 1368) 
lf•mphi (44.1987) 

in: 1r etor, P.BI (44.38861) 

MURKIN 

Ph1ladelph1• t letyp 18-68. 
Remain1 un14ent1t1ed latent ~r1nt 

nd lat nt reaaione (ting r or 1m print•) re-
vioualy reportea hi• c •• ot identical ti erprint• 
111 am dward O lt, U,. , A1r rce •erv.ioe # ; 
rd r1c alt r Galt., u ... Air orce •ervtce , 

or with tinge l"inta or John Joeeph Tho e 1llud, 
whit$ e born 12 .. 8,.30, t ladelphi~i nnsylvan1&., u. • C1V11 rnce Co aion , who e 
s a John J. T. 1llard d 1n renced t l typ • 
o ~lm print• here tor ~he 1nd1v1d'U.ale. 

lfo ti erpr1nt r cord cated her tor 
John • 1llard with u •• A.nrq aervie # , 
or a John o. illard wtth U, • A aerVic . 
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4/24/68

AIRTEL

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: SAC, RICHMOND (44-657) - P -
SUBJECT: MURKIN

(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Philadelphia teletype to Richmond, 4/22/68.

AT CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA.

The following investigation was conducted by
SA JOHN G. MC CARTHY:

Records of the DMV for the State of Va. re-
flect that Va. License T146395 was issued for 1968 Ford
pick-up truck registered to owner WILLIAM H. SMITH,
913 Montrose Ave., Charlottesville, Va.

Neighborhood inquiry in vicinity of 913
Montrose Ave., on 4/23/68 determined WILLIAM H. SMITH,
his wife, and one child, have resided at that address
for approximately 12 years. SMITH is employed as a
carpenter with the Van Lear Construction Co. He owns
a 1968 Ford pick-up with a camper top for the truck.
He also recently reportedly took a vacation to Kansas
City, Mo.

On 4/23/68, Mrs. GRACE SMITH, nee Kent,
913 Montrose Ave., Charlottesville, advised that her

2 - Memphis
1 - Philadelphia (INFO) 44-1368-2502 - Richmond

SINCE INDIXED

JGM:vsr SERIALIZED ANDFILED at
(5) ZPR231968

FBI - PHILADELPHIA

K.KS

--. : .... - -:;.i ... - ... ~ i' 
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TO: SAC., MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

FROM: SAC., RICHMOND (44-657) - p ... 

SUBJECT: MURKm 
(00: MEMPHIS) 

Re Philadelphia teletype to Richmond, 4/22/68. 

AT CHARLOTTESVILLE a VA. 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA JOHN G. MC CARTHY: 

Records of the DMV for the State of Va. re­
flect that Va. License Tl46395 was issued for 1968 Ford 
pick-up truck registered~ owner WILLIAM H. SMITH, 
913 Montrose Ave., Charlottesville, Va. 

Neighborhood inquiry in vicinity of 913 
Montrose Ave., on 4/23/68 determined WILLIAM H. SMITH, -
his wife, and one child, have resided at that address 
for approximately 12 years. SMITH is employed as a 
carpenter with the Van Lear Construction Co. He owns 
a 1968 Ford piclr-up with a, camper top for the truck. 
He also recently reportedly took a vacation to Kansas 
City., Mo. -

_ On 4/23/68, Mrs. GRACE SMITH," nee Kent, 
913 Montrose Ave., Charlottesville, advised that her 
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RH 44-657

husband is employed by the Van Lear Construction Co.
as a carpenter and has been so employed for the past
ten years. She has resided at her present address for
twelve years. Mrs. SMITH advised that her husband
recently took a vacation to Kansas City, Mo., visiting
a friend from the Army, a CHARLES DON WATSON, havingleft Charlottesville on Friday, 4/12/68.

Mrs. SMITH advised that her husband had been
in Charlottesville and was employed by Van Lear Con-
struction Co. during the week of the KING murder and
in fact, had been working nights for Sgt. ELWOOD CASON
of the Charlottesville, Va. PD at CASON's residence.
SMITH also pointed out that her husband has two fingers
missing from his left hand and stated that her husband's
presence in Charlottesville at the time of the KING
murder could be easily confirmed.

On 4/23/68, Sgt. ELWOOD CASON, Charlottesville,
Va. PD, advised that he is well-acquainted with WILLIAM
H. SMITH, having known him for a period of several years
as a resident at 913 Montrose Ave., Charlottesville.
CASON pointed out SMITH has two fingers missing from
his left hand and that although he does have the same
physical build as JAMES EARL RAY, including some close
physical facial attributes as with the photograph dis-
tributed on RAY, he does not have a scar in the center
of his forehead. CASON also pointed out that SMITH
had been doing some carpentry work at CASON's residence
for a period of several weeks, working every night,
including the night of 4/5/68, at which time he had been
paid by CASON for completion of the work.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

- 2* -

RH 44--657 

husband is ·employed by the Van Lear Construction Co. 
as a carpenter and has been so employed for the past 
ten years. She has resided at her present address for 
twelve yea.rs. Mrs. SMITH advised tha.t her husband 
recently took a vacation to Kansas Clty, Mo., visiting 
a f'riend from the Army, a CHARLES DON WATSON, having 
left Charlottesville on Friday, 4/12/68. 

Mrs. SMITH adVised that her husband had been 
in Charlottesville and was employed by Van Lear con­
struction Co, during the t-reel;;: of the KING murder and 
in fact, had been working nights for Sgt. ELWOOD CASON 
of the Charlottesville, Va. PD a.t CASON's residence. 
SMITH also pointed out that her husband has two fingers 
missing from his le:rt hand ana stated that her husband's 
presence in Charlottesville at the time of the KING 
murder could be ea.slly confirmed. 

On 4/23/68, Sgt. ELWOOD CASON, Charlottesville, 
Va. PD, advised that he is well-acquainted with WILLIAM 
H. SMITH, having known him for a period of several years 
as a resident at 913 Montrose Ave., Charlottesv111e. 
CASON pointed out SMITH has two fingers missing :from 
his left hand and that alt'hough he does have the same 
physical build as JAMES EARL RAY, including some close 
peysical facial attributes as with the photograph dis­
tributed on RAY, he does not have a scar in the center 
of his forehead. CASON also pointed out that SMITH 
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Memorandum
TO : SAC (44-1368) DATE: 4-25-68

FROM : SA JOHN WILLIAM DAANE

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Rememo SA KENNETH K. SMYTHE dated 4-15-68

On 4-25-68 Miss A. ARCHER, Arthur Murray Dance Studio, 15 E.
Market St., York, Pa. advised that she was unable to find the names
used by subject in her files.

It is to be noted that this is the only dance studio in the
York, Adams, and Franklin ounties area teaching adult dancing.

1
JWD/
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Rememo SA KENNETH K. SMYTHE dated 4-15-68 

.Ori-4-25-68 Miss A. ARCHER, Arthur Murray Dance Studio, 15 E. 
Market ::;t., York, Pa. advised that she was unable to find the names 

_used by subject in her files. 

' It is to be noted that this is the only dance studio in the 
York, Adams, and Franklin ounties area teaching adult dancing. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC (44-1368) DATE: 4/24/68

FROM : CC Robert C. Kearney

SUBJECT: MURKIN

On 4/24/68, Mr. JAMES BAIRD, Service Manager, Giles
and Ransome, Pennsylvania Turnpike and Galloway Road, Corn-
well Heights, Pennsylvania, telephone ME 9-4300, telephonically
contacted the writer to advise that he recalled reading about
a brother of JAMES EARL RAY, who was supposed to have been in
the conspiracy to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING.

BAIRD advised that he has an individual by the name of
DOUGLAS WILLIAM RAY, 904 West Rockland Street, Philadelphia,
Pa. , who is employed as a mechanic at Giles and Ransome. This
individual, who is a white man, furnished his date of birth as
12/10/37, but did not indicate a location.

BAIRD further advised that he had a retail credit check
done on DOUGLAS RAY and determined that he served time in the
Federal Penitentiary at Milan, Michigan, Terre Haute Federal
Penitentiary, from where he was transferred in 6/19/66 to the
Federal Penitentiary at Lima, Michigan, where he served 480
days. BAIRD said that the charges against DOUGLAS RAY were for
an unarmed bank robbbery in California.

BAIRD also stated that RAY began work at Giles and Ran-
some on 4/5/68.

Councel
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SUBJECT: MURKIN 

5010-108 

On 4/24/68, Mr. JAMES BAIRD, Service Manager, Giles 
and Ransome, Pennsylvania Turnpike and Galloway Road, Corn­
well Heights, Pennsylvania, telephone ME 9-4300, telephonically 
contacted the writer to advise that he recalled reading about 
a brother of JAMES EARL RAY, who was supposed to have been in 
the conspiracy to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

BAIRD advised that he has an individual by the name of 
DOUGLAS WILLIAM RAY, 904 West Rockland Street, Philadelphia, 
Pa., who is employed as a mechanic at Giles and Ransome. This 
individual, who is a white man, furnished his date of birth as 
12/10/37, but did not indicate a location. 

' . 

BAIRD further advised that he had a retail credit check 
done on DOUGLAS RAY and determined that he served time in the 
Federal Penitentiary at Milan, Michigan, Terre Haute Federal 
Penitentiary, from where he was transferred in 6/19/66 to the 
Federal Penitentiary at Lima, Michigan, where he served 480 
days. BAIRD said that the charges against DOUGLAS RAY were for 
an unarmed bank robbbery in California. 

BAIRD also stc:1ted that RAY began work at Giles and Ran­
some on. 4/5/68. 
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SAC (44-1368) 4/24/68

CC Robert C. Kearney

MURKIN

On 4/24/68, Mr. JAMES BAIRD, Service Manager, Giles
and Ransome, Pennsylvania Turnpike and Galloway Road, Corn-
well Heights, Pennsylvania, telephone ME 9-4300, telephonically
contacted the writer to advise that he recalled reading about
a brother of JAMES EARL RAY, who wa's supposed to have been in
the conspiracy to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING.

BAIRD advised that he has an individual by the name of
DOUGLAS WILLIAM RAY, 904 West Rockland Street, Philadelphia,
Pa. who is employed as a mechanic at Giles and Ransome. This
individual, who is a white man, furnished his date of birth as
12/10/37, but did not indicate a location.

BAIRD further advised that he had a retail credit check
done on DOUGLAS RAY and determined that he served time in the
Federal Penitentiary at Milan, Michigan, Terre Haute Federal
Penitentiary, from where he was transferred in 6/19/66 to the
Federal Penitentiary at Lima, Michigan, where he served 480
days. BAIRD said that the charges against DOUGLAS RAY were for
an unarmed bank robbbery in California.

BAIRD also stated that RAY began work at Giles and Ran-
some on 4/5/68.
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'CC. Robe.rt C. Kearney . 

MURKIN. 

On 4/24/68, Mr.·_ JAi'iES BAIRD, Service Manager, Giles 
and Ransome;, Pennsylv{:lnia Turnpike. arid Galloway Road, Corn.:.. :­
well Heights, Pennsylvania, telephone NE 9-4300, telephonically 

- conta.cte.d· the. writer to advise that he rec'alle.d reading about 
a brother of JAMES EARL RAY, . who_ wa:s supposed to have been in 
the· conspiracy to kill HARTIN LUTHER KIN$-•.. 

-BAIRD ·advised that he has an: individual .by· .the _namg of 
DOUGLAS WILLIAM RAY 1 904 West ~ockland Street, ~hil_adelphia, 
Pa.~ who is employed_ as a· mechanic at Giles ahd--Ransome. This 
individual,._ who i_s a white-·man; 'furnished his date o:f: birth as 
12/10/37, hut did,. not ·-indicate a. :1o·cation~ .. · · · __ - - · 

- BAIRD ·further advi'se.<l -- that he had a retail credit check 
done on DOUGLAS ·RAY and de.te.rmined/tha't he ·served time -in the 
Federal Penitentiary at Milart.,-Michigan, Terre Haute Federal 
Penitentiary, from where he wa_& ·transferred· in ·6/19/6fr- to the 
Fe9,eral Penitentiary at Lima, Michigan, :w:here. he served 480 . 

. _days. BAIRD said that the_ ·charges -against' DOUGLAS RAY were for. 
an unarmed bank robbbery in California. · ' 

BAIRD ·also stated that· RAY. -began ·work at, Giles· and Ran- . -
some bri 4/5/68~ · · ·· · · 1 
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meme

SAC (47-1368 )
SA, John C. MURRAY & RICHARD STRAUCH

MURKIN

at about 9 PM 4-25-68 the
above agent were instrecte my
office radio to proceed imme distaly
to the Preshyteman Hospital, 39rd Pauelton

at the hospital Detective Charles
Palmer, West Detective Division
advised as follows

about 8PM This date (4-25-68) a while
male adult fell from a stualin a cafe at 4508 Jancarter accenue
due to a siczure of some kind, through
on my intoxecation negro customer
present suggested that the victim
mas "Starvo GAUT" decided to Kick
him. The miction was rescand by
patrolman Jones & Willin who broughthim to the hospital.a search of the victims identi.
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fication reflect he is HARRY G.
Johnson M/w/Born 11-26-25.
Social security #
farmerly in u. S. army for
month He in
described as 5'7 , 135, dark
brown hair, brown eyes. /
scan center upper lip. no scan
on forehead or right Hand.
an address card reflected
JohNsoN resided 115 alexander
street Princeton N.J.

Phila Police crime Scene Squaddispatched finguprint expectmr fack WHAUMBUSH who finger.
printed Johnson classified the
print and stated definitelyhe in not identical with RAY.

det Palmer said the Dactors
are Keeping Johnson in the hospital.
a complete investigative report will
he available to FBI on 4/26/68 or 4/29/68.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC (44-1368) P DATE: 4/25/68

FROM : SA NED W. HERSMAN

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re SAC Telephone conversation with PHPD Capt.
O' Neil.

on 4/19/68.
1

MARVIN Mc FARLAND 1435 N. Frazier St.

advised PHPD Cpl.
DANIELS that he, Mc FARCARD

Seen an individual resembling JAMES EARL RAY in

a black Ford Falcon temporary Pa license L57629.

This license is registered
to RAYMOND BLOM,

14 Holbrook Rd, Haufertown, Pa ,

On 4/19/68 SA GEORGE C. BRIGHT determined

through voters registration and credit Bureau

records that BLOM has resided at above address

since 1956 and is slightly
similar in appearance

to RAY but not identical.
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U. S. News & World Report, April 29, 1968 issue.

Time Magazine, April 26, 1968 issue.
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UPI

ONE FACE of "Eric Galt." This
is 1960 photo of James Earl Ray.

IN 1959

of " Eric Galt." This 
oto of James Earl Ray. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC (44-1368) DATE: 4/25/68

FROM : CC Robert C. Kearney

SUBJECT: MURKIN

On 4/25/68, Mr. JOHN J. O'DONNELL 47 North 13th Street
Philadelphia telephone 561-3993, and who is employed as a
misucian at the Cafe LaFitte, 1304 Drury Street, Philadelphia,
telephone PE 5-4515, appeared at this office andrelated the
following information.

On the evening of 4/6/68, he encountered an individual
who used the name of BILLY (LNU) on the street near his home
andthis BILLY was very cold and as a result, O'DONNELL took
him to his home. According to O'DONNELL, BILLY resembled the
pictures of JAMES EARL RAY that appear$ in both the Time magazine
issue of 4/26/68 and the U.S. News and World Report issue of
4/29/68

He stated that BILLY told him that he was in Philadelphia
to visit some friends of his that had been in the service with
him but that he went into a movie on Market Street and his wallet
was stolen and he did not know how to get in touch with these
individual's.

BILLY said that he came from Alabama and talked with a
southern accent. He appeared to be slightly illeterate and a bigot.
BILLY made reference to the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING and
said that he believed that the guy that did the killing would
get a lot of money for the killing.

O'DONNELL stated that BILLY raved about what a good shot
he was and indicated that back home in Alabama he had a sawed off
shot gun. BILLY also indicated that he had been to Mexico on
a few occassions and that one time he was there he was rolled of
$1200 in a house of prostitution and that he and a few buddies
went- back and tore tha place up.

BILLY also related that he had a brother, whose name he
did not mention, that bought old cars and fixed them up and then
sold them. He also indicated that he had been married-one -but
he got a divorce. INDEXED.
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On 4/25/68 ,. ME,,L_JO,!IN J. _ _ ~JigL!,_,q_!~~~.S~,--
Ph¾l!g_E;.!Pe_~ telepfione ~~ 3, nd who is employed as a 
misucian at the Cafe LaFitte, 130

1 
Drury Street, Philadelphia, 

telephone PE 5-45.15, appeared at 1this office andrelated the 
following information. 

On the evening of 4/6/68, he encountered an individual 
who used the name of BILLY (LNU) on the street near his home 
andthis BILLY was very cold and as a result, O'DBNNELL took 
him to his home. According to O'DONNELL, 'BILLY resemble& the 
pictures of JAMES EARL RAY tha:t appear¢ in both the Time magazine 
issue of 4/26/68 and the U.S. News and World Report issue of 
4/29/68-.,. :'./ , 

He stated that BILLY told him that he was in Philadelphia 
to visit some friends of his that had been in the service with 
him but that ne went into a movie on Market Street and his wallet 
was stolen and he did not know how to get in touch with these 
individual's. · 

BILLY said that he came from Alabama and talked with a 
southern accent. He appeared to be slightly illeterat~ and a bigot. 
BILLY made reference to the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING and 
said that he believed that the guy that did the killing would 
get a lot of money for the killing. 

O'DONNELL stated that. BILLY raved about what a go·od shot 
he was and indicated that back home in Alabama he had a sawed off 
·shot gun. BILLY also indicated that he had beeri to Mexico on 
a -few occassions and that one time he was there he was rolled of 
$1200 in a house of prostitution and that he and a few buddies 
went-back and tore tha place up. 

BILLY also related that he had a brother, whose name he 
did not mention, that bought.old cars and fixed·them up and then 
sold them. He also indicated that he had beJn marr-i-ed-e-nee-=bl:lt~ 
he got a divor<?e• ~~ :)._~~., [ · --~~INDr.EXED 
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'DONNELL stated that BILLY wore a dark blue sport shirt
with long sleeves, dark blue trousers, white socks and black
shoes. He did not have any outer clothing with him in spite of
the cold weather.

All while BILLY talked, he drummed his fingers on the
table and he had big round finger nails. He constantly had a
silly grin on his face whenever the conversation became slack
and on one occassion, BILLY remarked, upon questioning, that he
was thinking about something his brother had said.

O DONNELL stated that BILLY remarked that he needed a hair
cut and O'DONNELL stated that he didn't think so. BILLY then
informed O'DONNELL that he died his hair, as it was beginning to
get gray on the sides. oDONNELL said that his hair was of a
brush type growth, simliar to that in one of the pictures but
with slightly more hair on the sides.

0'DONNELL also said that BILLY had slightly stooped
shoulders and had pox marks on the back of his neck and on his
shoulders. However, he does not recall any scar on his fore-
head. He did not recall BILLY'S ear sticking out nor did he
notice him pulling at the ear at any time.

JOB BILLY indicated to O'DONNELL that he was going to seek
a with an Engineering company and then mentioned a fork
truck driver.

o DONNELL supplied a gin bottle which he indicated BILLY
had handled on 4 or 5 occassions and he stated that he felt that
this may be of some value to the FBI if they could extract the
fingerprints of BILLY from it. O'DONNELL stated that the only
prints on the bottle would be his own and those of BILLY.

Attabhed herewith a photo's taken from U. S. NEWS and
TIME magazine that O'DONNEL stated looks like the individual
described above.
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with slightly. more hai;l" on the sides .• 

. ' 
·o•DbNNELL also said that BILLY had slightly stooped· 

shQulders. and tiad pox marks.:on. the. back. of his neck anq. on his 
shoulders •. Uowever, he .do~s ... not recall an~ scar -on· his fore--­
h~ad •.. He did. not,.recalL BJ;LLY'.S .ear. sticking out nor did he 1 

notice .. him .pulling .at .the ear at any time. · 
•~ ' • I 

· J"o,/ BILLY indickted to,~O'DONNELL .that; he was goitng to seek 
a geM. .. wi.th,an· Engineering .. company an.d, then mentioned a fork 

. truclt driver. 
l 

5 

··0 1 D0NN:ELL supplied .a.~g:!n bot.tle-.: which.J;1e indica-ted BILLY,, 
had. handled~ on .4 or 5. occassions .and .. h:e-,stated ... that he 1 felt that 
this ... may ... be. of se>me'. value ... t.o: ... the. .. FBl .. if .. they. could ext.tract the 
fingerprints· of 'BILLY"froin it. ... 0'DONNELL st~ed that t.he' only, 

· prints on .. the bottle would ... .be ... lu.s .. own .. and· 'those of BILLY. · 
• ✓ • • 1. 

· .Attached herewfth a ph0.to:1.s ... taken .from U. S. NEWS and , • 
TIME. mag·azine .that. 0.!.D0NNEL .... st.at.ed .looks .. like the individual . 

• I 

described above~ ,, 

\ ' 

' ., 

) 

-...._ 

I· 
i 

' ( 

/ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SAC (44-1368) 4/25/68

CC Robert C. Kearney

MURKIN

On 4/25/68, Mr. JOHN J. O'DONNELL, 47 North 13th Street,
Philadelphia, telephone 561-3993, and who is employed as a
misucian at the Cafe LaFitte, 1304 Drury Street, Philadelphia,
telephone PE 5-4515, appeared at this office andrelated the
following information.

On the evening of 4/6/68, he encountered an individual
who used the name of BILLY (LNU) on the street near his home
andthis BILLY was very cold and as a result, O'DONNELL took
him to his home. According to O'DONNELL, BILLY resembles the
picture of JAMES EARL RAY that appears in both the Time magazineissue of 4/26/68 and the U.S. News and World Report issue of
4/29/68.

He stated that BILLY told him that he was in Philadelphiato visit some friends of his that had been in the service with
him but that he went into a movie on Market Street and his wallet
was stolen and he did not know how to get in touch with these
individual's.

BILLY said that he came from Alabama and talked with a
southern accent. He appeared to be slightly illeterate and a bigot.
BILLY made reference to the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING and
said that he believed that the guy that did the killing would
get a lot of money for the killing.

O'DONNELL stated that BILLY raved about what a good shot
he was and indicated that back home in Alabama he had a sawed off
shot gun. BILLY also indicated that he had been to Mexico on
a few occassions and that one time he was there he was rolled of
$1200 in a house of prostitution and that he and a few buddies
went back and tore tha place up.

BILLY also related that he had a brother, whose name he
did not mention, that bought old cars and fixed them up and then
sold them. He also indicated that he had been married once but
he got a divorce.
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On 4/25/68, Ml?. JOHN 3. O'DONNELL, 47 North 13th Street, 
Philadelphia, telephone 561-3993, and who is employed as a 
misucian at the Cafe LaFitte, 1304 Drury Street, Philadelphia, 
telephone PE 5-4515, appeared at this office and.related the 
following information. 

On the evening of 4/6/68, he encountered an individual 
who used the name of BILLY (LNU) on the street near his home 
andthis BILLY was very cold and as a result, O'DONNELL took 
him to his home. According to O'DONNELL, BILLY resembles the 
picture of JAMES MRL RAY that appears in both the Time magazine 
issue of 4/26/68 and the U.S. News and World Report issue of 
4/29/68. 

He stated that BILLY told him that he was in Philadelphia 
to visit some friends of his that had been in the service with 
him but that he went into a movie on Market Street and his wallet 
was stolen and he did not know how to get in touch with these 
individual's. 

BILLY said that he came from Alabama and talked with a 
southern accent. He appeared to be slightly illeterate and a bigot. 
BILLY made reference to the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING and 
said that he believed that the guy that did the killing would 
get a lot of money for the killing. 

O'DONNELL stated that BILLY raved about what a good shot 
he was and indicated that back home in Alabama he had a sawed off 
shot gun. BILLY also indicated that he had been to Mexico·on 
a few occassions and that one time he was there he was rolled of 
$1200 in a house of prostitution and that he and a few buddies 
went back and tore tha place up. 
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O'DONNELL stated that BILLY wore a dark blue sport shirt
with long sleeves, dark blue trousers, white socks and black
shoes. He did not have any outer clothing with him in spite of
the cold weather.

All while BILLY talked, he drummed his fingers on the
table and he had big round finger nails. He constantly had asilly grin on his face whenever the conversation became slack
and on one occassion, BILLY remarked, upon questioning, that he
was thinking about something his brother had said.

o'DONNELL stated that BILLY remarked that he needed a hair
cut and O'DONNELL stated that he didn't think so. BILLY then
informed O'DONNELL that he died his hair, as it was beginning to
get gray on the sides. O'DONNELL said that his hair was of a
brush type growth, simliar to that in one of the pictures but
with slightly more hair on the sides.

O'DONNELL also said that BILLY had slightly stooped
shoulders and had pox marks on the back of his neck and on his
shoulders. However, he does not recall and scar on his fore-
head. He did not recall BILLY'S ear sticking out nor did the
notice him pulling at the ear at any time.

JOB BILLY indicated to O'DONNELL that he was going to seek
a good with an Engineering company and then mentioned a fork
truck driver.

o DONNELL supplied a gin bottle which he indicated BILLY
had handled on 4 or 5 occassions and he stated that he felt thatthis may be of some value to the FBI if they could extract the
fingerprints of BILLY from it. O'DONNELL stated that the only
prints on the bottle would be his own and those of BILLY.

Attabhed herewith a photo's taken from U. S. NEWS and
TIME magazine that O'DONNEL stated looks like the individual
described above.
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FD-35 (Rev. 12-13-56)

FBI

Date: 4/24/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plain text or code)

Via AIRTEL AIR MAIL
(Priority or Method ofMailing)

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861)
AND ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) (P)

MURKIN

00: Memphis

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of photograph
of subject JAMES EARL RAY, which was taken 1/4/66 at Missouri
State Penitentiary.

Two copies of above-mentioned photograph are enclosed
for each of the Continental Offices.

This additional photograph is being furnished, inas-
much as resemblance is quite different from previous photographs
furnished, and it may be helpful in aiding sources to identify
subject.

Also, it is to be noted that WALTER TERRY RIFE has
been located and interviewed in this matter.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

3-Bureau (Enc. 4) my
2-Each Continental Office (Enc. 2 each)

Philadelphia2-Kansas City
RBH:lib
(GZ)
(113) 44-1368-257

SEARCHED

SERIALIZED/FILED and
APR23C1968

FBL- PHILADELPHIA

(4)
R.R.I.

Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge

f"D-36 (R9v. l2-13-56) • 
.FBI 

Date: 4 / 24/ 6 8 

Transmit the following in ---------=--------,--,-----------1 
, (Type in plaln text or code) I • 

Via· AIRTEL AIR MAIL . : 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) , j 

------------------------------------------~-----L-------

TO: DIRECTO·R (44--38861) 
AND ALL CONTINENTAL' OFF-I·CE·S 

I• 

FROM: . 

MURKIN 

SAC,. KANSAS CITY 

00: Memphis 

(44--760) 
I 

(P) 

EncJ.osed for the Bureau ~re four copies of photograph 
of ·subject JAMES. EARL RAY, which wc;ts taken 1/4/66 at Missouri 
State Peni tent;iilX'Y. 

Two copies of above-me~tioned .photo·graph are enclosed 
for each of the Continental Of£ices. 

This additional photog~aph is'being furnished, inas­
much as resembiance is•quite different from· previous photographs 

furnished, and it may be helpful in aiding sources to identify 
subject. · 

Also, it is to be noted that WALTER TERRY RIFE has 

been located and interviewed in ·this matter. 

~1!,B'-!~.CT ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

. } 

3-Burea\1, (Enc •. 4) ~ 0. ~fl 

2-Each Continental Office (Enc. 2 · each)\~. . ~ 
2-Kansas City 
RBH:lib ,~, 
~\~) 

Approved: ____ ,_(J) ___ . ---
Special Ag~ Cha~ge 

Sent ______ M Per _______ _ 
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FD-35 (Rev. 12-13-56)

FBI

Date: 4/24/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plain text or code)

Via AIRTEL AIR MAIL
(Priority or Method ofMailing)

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861)
AND ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) (P)

MURKIN

00: Memphis

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of photograph
of subject JAMES EARL RAY, which was taken 1/4/66 at Missouri
State Penitentiary.

Two copies of above-mentioned photograph are enclosed
for each of the Continental Offices.

This additional photograph is being furnished, inas-
much as resemblance is quite different from previous photographs
furnished, and it may be helpful in aiding sources to identify
subject.

Also, it is to be noted that WALTER TERRY RIFE has
been located and interviewed in this matter.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

3-Bureau
2-Each Continental

(Enc. 4)
(Enc. each)

PhiloDelghiaOffice 2

2-Kansas City
RBH:lib
(52)
(113) 44-1368-25

SEARCHED DIDEXED

SERIALIZED MELLED me

APROC1968
F31 - PHAADELPHIA

(1) "Cal
Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge

\ J 
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.FBI 

Date: 4 / 24/ 68 

Transmit the following in ------"'---------..,.....,..--------1i 
, (Type in plain text or code) I • 

Via AIRTEL 
I 
I AIR MAIL 
I (Priority or Method of Mailing) 

----------------------------------------~-----L--------

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) 
AND ALL CONTINENTAL' OFFICES , , 

FROM: SAC,. KANSAS CITY (44-760) 
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(P) 

MURKIN 

00: Memphis 

Enclosed for the Bureau ~re four copies of photograph 

of subj,ect JAMES .. EARL RAY, which wc;1.s taken 1/4/66 at Missouri 

State Peniten~iary. 
.. 

Two copies of above-mentioned photograph are enclosed 
for each of the Continental Offiices. · 

· Tpis add~tional photog~aph is'being furnished, inas­

·much as re'Semba.ance is ·quite different from· previous photographs 

furnished, and it may be helpful in aiding sources to identify 
·subject. · · 

Also, it is to be noted that WALTER TERRY RIFE has 
been located and interviewed in this matter. 
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. 3---Bureau (Enc. 4) 
2-Each Continental 
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ru3H:lib . 
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(.__\\."½) 

Approved: -----,;-/tD~-'-·y---­
Special Agent rn Charge 
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F'D-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/25/68
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL AIRMAIL

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI AND
TO: ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR

(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Atlanta airtel to Director, 4/22/68.

3 - Bureau 2 - Jackson 2 - Phoenix
2 - Albany 2 - Jacksonville 2 - Pittsburgh
2 - Albuquerque 2 - Kansas City, 2 - Portland2 - Anchorage 2 - Knoxville 2 - Richmond
2 - Baltimore 2 - Las Vegas 2 - Sacramento
2 - Birmingham 2 - Little Rock 2 on St. Louis
2 - Boston 2 - Los Angeles 2 - Salt Lake City2 - Buffalo 2 - Louisville 2 - San Antonio
2 - Butte 2 - Memphis 2 - San Diego2 - Charlotte 2 - Miami 2 - San Francisco
2 - Chicago 2 - Milwaukee 2 - San Juan
2 - Cincinnati 2 - Minneapolis 2 - Savannah
2 -- Cleveland 2 - Mobile 2 - Seattle
2 - Columbia 2 - Newark 2 - Springfield2 - Dallas 2 - New Haven 2 - Tampa
2 - Denver 2 - New Orleans 2 - WFO
2 - Detroit 2 - New York 2 - Atlanta
2 - E1 Paso 2 - Norfolk JJL:rjb
2 - Honolulu /2 - Oklahoma City (119)
2 - Houston 2 - Omaha 44-1368-2582 - Indianapolis 2 Philadelphia

Sasample
Oil288. Pack

SEARCHED

340.
INDEX:

SERIALIZED MIFFILED

#9-9 APR 2 6 1968
FBI PHILADELPHIA

Rx yo Comm Joc
Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge

· f'D-36 (f~ev, 5-22-64) 

• 
FBI 

Date: 4/25/68 
Transmit the following in --------,---~-------------l (Type in. plain.text or code) 

Via __ P.~.I_R_T_E_L~--- AIRMAIL 
(P ri.ority) I 

I -----------------------------~------------------L------~ -

.. 

TO: 

FROM: 

Sul3JECT: 

DIRECTOR., Ii1BI AND 
ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES 

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) 

MURKIN 
CR 
( 00: MEMPHIS ) 

Re Atlanta airtel to Director, 4/22/68. 

3 Bureau 2 Jackson 2 Phoenj_x 
2 - Albany 2 - Jaclcsonville 2 - Pittsbtu•gh 
2 - Albuquer•que 2 - Kansas City 2 Pol"tland • 2· - Ancho~:-age 2 - Knoxville 2 - · Richrnond 
2 - Balt:imore 2 - Las Vegas 2 - Sacramento 
2 - Birmingham 2 - Little Rock 2 - 3-1- Louis . ... . 
2 - Boston 2 - Los Angeles· 2 .. Salt Lake City 
2 - Buffa.lo 2 - Louisville 2 - S~n Antonio 
2 - Butte 2 - Memphis 2 - San D:tego 
2 - Charlotte 2 - Miami 2 - San :lrancisco 
2 .. Chicago 2 - Nilwaukee 2 - San Juan 
2 - Cincinnati 2 - Minneapolis 2 - Savannah 
2 .. Cleveland 2 - Mobile 2.- Seattle 
2 - Columbia 2 - Newark 2 - Springfleld 
2 - Dallas 2 - New Haven 2 - ~:ampa 
2 - Dt?nver 2 - New Orleans 2 - WFO 
2 - Det1 .. oit 2 New York 2 Atlanta 
2 El Paso 2 - Norfolk JJL:·rjb 

/ 2 - .Honolulu 2 - Oklahoma City (119) 
2 - Houston 0= Oma.ha 
2 - Indiana.polis- PhilarJe lp"/ra SEAIICH~~c,-_ , _ ~~'JJ~'\), SERIA~Z~D 26_ 

1
,96r 

s.l).S ·."i~~- f;y FSI-PHILADELPHI . 

----L1 / 11 {/ \ "' .I 
I lYtf , Approved: (i . L-. I I Sent .M Per I ! . 

Special_Agem in Charge 

' 
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AT 44-2386

For information those offices not receivingreairtel, it was pointed out therein that Subject JAMESEARL RAY, aka. was last known to be in the Atlanta, Georgia,area on 4/5/68. Intensive investigation by Atlanta to datehas not established mode of transportation RAY may have usedafter 4/5/68. Receiving Offices were requested in reairtelto check cars recovered their division that were stolen fromthe State of Georgia subsequent to 4/4/68, and where thetransporter of same was not identified or otherwise accountedfor, investigation should be conducted to determine if RAYwas person who may have stolen and transported same.

Investigation reflects Subject RAY can be placedin the Atlanta, Georgia, area 3/24/68.

In view of the above, all Continental Officesare requested to review car recoveries within their
respective territories of cars stolen from the Stateof Georgia subsequent to 3/23/68, and where the trans--porter of same is not otherwise eliminated or accountedfor, consider Subject RAY as suspect. Where there is
any remote indication that Subject RAY may have*been persontransporting such a car, exhaustive and intensive investi-gation should thereafter be conducted.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

- 2 -

• • 
AT 44-2386 

For information those offic·es not receiving reairtel, it was poj_nted out therein that Subject JAMES EARL RAY, aka. was last known to be in the Atlanta,' Georgia, area on 4/5/68. Intensiye investigation by Atlanta t:> date has not established mode of transportation RAY may have used aftei· 4/5/68. Receiving Offices were requested in reairtel to check cars recovered thei1" division that were stolen from the State of Georgia subsequent to 4/4/68, and where the transporter of same was not identified or· otherwise accounted for, investigation shpuld be conducted to determine if R.AY was per.c1on who may have stolen and transported same.· 

. _ In!estigati~n reflects Subject RAY can be placed'\/ in the A-clan-ca, Georg1.a, C;rea 3/24/68. . J 
. In V"iew of the above, all Continental Offices are requested to review car recoveries 1•1ithin their ·respective terr:i.tor:1.es of cars stolen from the State of Georgia~sequent to 3/23/68~nd where the trans-­porter of same is not other,·:ise eliminated ·or• accounted for, consider Subject R;i.y_ a~ suspect. Where there is any remote indication that Subject RAY may have·been person transporting such a ca.r., exhaustive and intensive investi­gation should thereaft~r be conducted . 
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FD-36 (Rev 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/25/68
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTELVia AIRMAIL
(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI AND
TO: ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR

(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Atlanta airtel to Director, 4/22/68.

3 - Bureau 2 - Jackson 2 - Phoenix
2 - Albany 2 - Jacksonville 2 - Pittsburgh
2 - Albuquerque 2 - Kansas City 2 - Portland
2 - Anchorage 2 - Knoxville 2 - Richmond
2 - Baltimore 2 - Las Vegas 2 - Sacramento.
2 - Birmingham 2 - Little Rock 2 - St. Louis
2 - Boston 2 - Los Angeles 2 - Salt Lake City
2 - Buffalo 2 - Louisville 2 - San Antonio
2 - Butte 2 - Memphis 2 - San Diego
2 - Charlotte 2 - Miami 2 - San Francisco
2 - Chicago 2 - Milwaukee 2 - San Juan
2 - Cincinnati 2 - Minneapolis 2 - Savannah
2 - Cleveland 2 - Mobile 2. - Seattle
2 - Columbia 2 - Newark 2 - Springfield
2 - Dallas 2 - New Haven 2 - Tampa
2 we Denver 2 - New Orleans 2 - WFO
2 - Detroit 2 - New York 2 - Atlanta
2 - El Paso 2 - Norfolk JJL:rjb
2 -- Honolulu 2 - Oklahoma City (119)
2 - Houston 2 - Omaha
2 - Indianapolis 2 Philadelphia 44-1368-258

SEARCHED

SERIALIZED at INDEXTO
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FBI-PHILADEL

Approved: This Sent M Per
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FBI 

.. Date: 4/25/68 
Transmit the following in --------=------------------l (Type in pl-aintext or code) 

Via __ P._.I_R_T_E_L ______ A_I_R_M_. A_I_I_.., ______ - ____ ..:._ __ --1 

(Priority) I - -------~-------------------------------------•L ______ _ 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DIRECTOR, FBI AND 
ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES 

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) 

MURKIN 
CR 
(oo: :MEMPHIS) 

Re Atlanta airtel to Director, 4/22/68. 

3 - Bureau 2 
2 - Albany 2 -
2 - Albuquerque 2 -
2 - Anchorage 2 -
2 - Baltimore· 2 -
2 - B.irmingham 2 -
2 - Boston 2 -
2 - Buffalo 2 -
2 - Butte 2 -
2 - Charlotte 2 -
2 - Chicago 2 -
2 - Cincinnati 2 -
2 - Cleveland 2 -
2 Columbia 2 
2 - Dallas 2 -
2 - Denver 2 -
2 Detroit 2 
2 - El Paso 2 -
2 .. .Honolulu 2 -
2 - Hou.ston © 2 - Indianapolis 

Jacks~n 
Jacksonville 
Kansas City 

' Knoxville 
Las Vegas 
Little Rock 
Los Angeles 
Louisville. 
Memphis 
Miami 
I.Jilwaukee 
Minna a polis 
Mobile 
Newark 
New Haven 
New Orleans 
New York 
Norfolk 
Oklahoma City 
Omaha 
Philadelphia 

/ 

2 - Phoenix 
2 - Pittsbu:&gh 
2 - Portland 
2 - Richmond 
2 - Sacramento. 
2 - St. Louis 
2 - Salt Lake Ci.ty 
2 -.San .Antonio 
2 - San Dlego 
2 - San Francisco 
2 - San Juan 
2 - Savannah 
2.- Seattle 
2 Springfield 
2 - Tampa 
2 - Wli'O 
2 Atlanta 
JJL:·rjb 
(119) 

.. Approved:. __ 1),:-/-+-'y:....:..· ! ___ C_;;.:.......·Y_t_{

1 

Sent _______ M Per ______ _ 
! I 

Special Agent in Charge 
j • 

J . 
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AT 44-2386

For information those offices not receivingreairtel, it was pointed out therein that Subject JAMESEARL RAY, aka. was last known to be in the Atlanta, Georgia,area on 4/5/68. Intensive investigation by Atlanta to datehas not established mode of transportation PAY may have usedafter 4/5/68. Receiving Offices were requested in reairtelto check cars recovered their division that were stolen fromthe State of Georgia subsequent to 4/4/68, and where thetransporter of same was not identified or otherwise accountedfor, investigation should be conducted to determine if RAYwas person who may have stolen and transported same.

Investigation reflects Subject RAY can be placedin the Atlanta, Georgia, area 3/24/68.

In view of the above, all Continental Officesare requested to review car recoveries within their
respective territories of cars stolen from the Stateof Georgia subsequent to 3/23/68, and where the trans-porter of same is not otherwise eliminated or accountedfor, consider Subject RAY as suspect. Where there is
any remote indication that Subject RAY may have been persontransporting such a car, exhaustive and intensive investi-gation should thereafter be conducted.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

- 2 -

..... 

AT 44-2386 

For information those offices not receiving reairtel, it- was pointed out therein :that Subject JAMES EARL RAY, aka. was last known to be in the Atlanta, Georgia, area on 4/5/68. Intensive investigation by Atlanta t.:> date· has not established moqe of transportation RAY may have ~sed afte.z• 4/5/68. Re·ceiving' Offices were .. · requested in reairte1 · to check cars recovered their division that were ·stolen from · the Stat;e of Georgia subsequent· to 4/4/68, and where the trans.porter of same was not identified or otherwise accounted for, investigation should be conducted to determine if RAY was person who may have stolen and transpor_ted same. 

Investigation reflects Subject RAY can be placed in the _Atlanta, Georgia, area 3/24/68. 

_ In. view of the above, · all Continental Offices· are requested to review car recoveries t•1ithin their respective territories of' cars ·stolen. from the State of Georgia subsequent to 3/23/68", and.where the trans­porter of same is not otherwise eliminated or accounted for., consider Subject RAY as suspect. Where there is any remote indication that Subject RAY may have been person transporting such a car, exhaustive and intensive investi.­gation should thereaft~r be conducted. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

- 2 -
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S AC (44-1368) 4/26/68

CC Robert C. Kearney

MURKIN

At 2:05 PM, 4/26/68, Mr. ROBERT SEARS, Center Square
Green, Norristown, Pa., telephone 277-0899, telephonicallycontacted this office to advise that approximately 7 minutes
ago, he saw an individual that resembled JAMES EARL RAY.

SEARS stated this individual was riding in the rearof a Chevrolet Camero, year unknown, bearing Pennsylvanialicense plate 131-458. The car was proceeding south on the
Schuykill Expressway toward the International airport when
SEARS turned off at the Vine Street ramp.

He advised that the car was being driven by a well
dressed woman and that the subject had on a green t-shirt. He
stated the subject appeared to be trying to hide his face
behind a newspaper and when he dropped the paper for a few
seconds, SEARS got a look at him and he appeared identical
to RAY.

A review of the Motor Vehicle Registration book in theoffice reflects that Pennsylvania license plate 131-458 is
registered to a BETTY W. O'CONNOR, 78 Barrie Circle, New
Britain, Pennsylvania.

A review of the office indices failed to reflect anyoneidentical to BETTY W. 'CONNOR.

44-1368-2592 - 44-1368
SEARCHED st INDEXED

RCK:rck SERIALIZED FILED Part
(2) 3.1068

FBI-PHILADELPHIA
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Ste (44-°1368) 4/26/68 

CC Robert c •. Kearney 

MURKIN 

At-2:05 PM,. 4/26/68; Mr. ROBERT SEARS; Center Square 
Green, Norristown, Pa., telephone. -- 277-0899, telephonically 
-contac.ted this office to.- advise that :approximEi.tely 7 minutes 
ago, he saw c1n individual·that r~sembled .JAMES EARL RAY. . . . . ~ . . . 

\ ' 

· · · · SEARS -fitated this indivmdual ,,was ridi~g in the rear 
of a Chevrolet Camero, year unknown; bearing Pennsylvania 
license plate-131-458. 'The car was-proceeding south on the• 
Schuykill Expressway tow~rd the·Int'ernational airport when 
.SEAR$ .turned off at the Vine Street. ramp~ . - · · 

. . . 

_-·: ·ue _advised that the car w_as being d~iven by a ,:;qell 
dressed·woman and that·the subject had on a green t-shirt. He 
stat~d· ·the subject appeared. to be trying to hide -his face 
behind a newspaper and when he dropped the paper for a few 
seconds, SE.AP...S got a look at him and he appeared identical 
to &\Y. ,, · · 

A ·revie~ of the Motor Vehici~ Registration book in the 
_office reflects ·that Pennsylvania· license plate 131-458 -is 
·registered to a BETTY w •. O'CONNOR,' 78 Barrie· 9ircle, New 
Brit_ain, Pennsylv_ania. - . · · · . ,: · : 

' . 
., .. , .' 

A 'review ·of the ·office·.· indices faiiied to· reflect; anyone 
identi¢al to BETTY· W. 0 '_CONNOR. 

2 - 44-l.368 

RCK:rck 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : S AC (44-1368) DATE: 4/26/68

FROM : CC Robert C. Kearney

SUBJECT: MURKIN

At 2:05 PM, 4/26/68, Mr. ROBERT SEARS, Center Square
Green, Norristown, Pa., telephone 277-0899, telephonically
contacted this office to advise that approximately 7 minutes
ago, he saw an individual that resembled JAMES EARL RAY.

SEARS stated this individual was riding in the rear
of a Chevrolet Camero, year unknown, bearing Pennsylvania
license plate 131-458. The car was proceeding south on the
Schuykill Expressway toward the International airport when
SEARS turned off at the Vine Street ramp.

He advised that the car was being driven by a well
dressed woman and that the subject had on a green t-shirt. He
stated the subject appeared to be trying to hide his face
behind a newspaper and when he dropped the paper for a few
seconds, SEARS got a look at him and he appeared identical
to RAY.

A review of the Motor Vehicle Registration book in the
office reflects that Pennsylvania license plate 131-458 is
registered to a BETTY W. O'CONNOR, 78 Barrie Circle, New
Britain, Pennsylvania.

A review of the office indices failed to reflect anyoneidentical to BETTY W. O'CONNOR.
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Memorandum 
Sl>C (44-1368) 

• 
DATE: 4/26/68 

FROM : CC Robert C. Kearney 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

At 2 : 05 PM, 4 /26 /68 , .:..'.M:;:_:..r• _;RO~~:-""-::~~~~-:;e.;:.:.::::...__:::~~:__, 
-~een, Norristown, Pa., telep one 277-0 9, tel phonica ly 
contacted this office to advise that a proxima ely 7 minutes 
ago, he saw an individual that resembled JAMES EARL RAY. 

SEARS stated this .individual was riding in the rear 
of a Chevrolet Camero~ year unknotm, bearing Pennsylvania 
license plate 131-458. The car was proceeding south on the 
Schuykill Expressway toward the International airport when 
SEARS turned off at the Vine Street ramp. 

He advised that the car was bein.g driven by a well 
dressed woman and that the subject had on a green t-shirt. He 
stated the subject appeared to be trying to hide his face 
behind a newspaper and when he dropped/the paper for a few 
seconds, SEARS got a look at him and

1
,,1ie appeared identical 

to RAY. f 
I 

A ·review of the Motor Vehi/le Registration book in the 
office reflects that Pennsylvan:i,.a license plate 131-458 is 
registered to a JiETTY W. O'CON:r,S'R, 78 Barrie Circle, New . 
~ritain, Pennsylvania. / 

A review of the office inaices failed to reflect anyone 
identical to BETTY W. O'CONNOR. 

. . ,..A-# ~ ·~ j~~~/ ~✓ Pr > ~1,~1. 

2 - 44-1368 
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STOPS AT AIRLINES

EAL - El Word - Stat Mgr
NAL -Fred Forhes - Stat Mgr
UAL - Roht Link - stat mgr
AAL -Richard Baker - Stat Mgr

DELTA -Bill Ferris - Stat mgr
NEAL - StanleyInlich - stal Myr
NWAL - I homes Doom -- stol Mgr
PAA -
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LLUETHANSA
- Beind Fiebrary- Myr
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4/26/68

AIRTEL AIR MAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, DALLAS (44-2649) (P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

00-MEMPHIS

Re New York airtel to Bureau, 4/23/68.
On 4/25/68, each of the following who were the

stewardesses on American Airlines Flight No. 338 from Dallas,
Texas, to Philadelphia on 4/6/68 advised the photographson FBI Identification Order No. 4182, dated 4/20/68, for
JAMES EARL RAY do not appear to be of anyone observed onFlight No. 338 on 4/6/68:

VIRGINIA VANCE, 5049 Cedar Springs, Apartment 120,Dallas, Texas, telephone LA 8-3993;
BONNIE CRAVEN, 2625 Hudnall, Apartment 226,
Dallas, Texas, telephone LA 6-4156;

JANICE THERRELL, 3726 Fairfax, Dallas,
Texas, telephone 521-5349;
ANNETTE BUATT, 2710 Douglas, Apartment 124,
Dallas, Texas, telephone LA 1-1548.

3 - Bureau
2 - Memphis (44-1987)
1 - Oklahoma City (44-686) (Info)
1 - Philadelphia (Info)
1 - New York (44-1609) (Info)2 - Dalles
FFJ/jc 44-1368-261(10)
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FBI PHILA

FBI WASH DC

720PM URGENT 4/26/68 LCC

TO ALL SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLAN

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 1P

MURKIN.

THE MAIN FILE ON KING HAS BEEN REVIEWED AT THE BUREAU

AND LEADS ARE BEING SENT OUT CONCERNING PERSONS INVOLVED IN

PRIOR THREATS AGAINST KING. THESE LEADS AS WELL AS LEADS

CONCERNING ANY OTHER SUSPECTS DEVELOPED FROM ANY SOURCE

MUST BE GIVEN IMMEDIATE AND THOROUGH HANDLING ON A TOP PRIORITY

BASIS. PROCESS HAS BEEN OBTAINED AGAINST JAMES EARL RAY AND

EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION. IS CONTINUING TO LOCATE RAY AND TO

ESTABLISH MOTIVE OF CRIME. YOU HAVE BEEN AND WILL BE

FURNISHED INFORMATION RELATING TO OTHER POSSIBLE CONSPIRATORS.

THESE MUST ALL BE THOROUGHLY RESOLVED NO MATTER HOW REMOTE.

END

JHM 44-1368-262
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FBI PHILA SERIALIZED FILEDfor
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