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electronic skulduggery in an effort to
dic:edit Martin Luther King Jr., tried to [V Jack
empoy similar illegal tactics to catch his Page A-4

Lorg-buried FBI documents reveal that ithtbL
then director J. Edgar Hoover personally If irten
approved a break-in and illegal electronic
buggi)g aimed at innocent relatives of
James Earl Ray, who was later convicted the memo continued, "the worst that

of kiiling King. could happen" is that the arrest would be

For years Hoover had conducted a declared illegal. Using tortured logic, the A_ t o Tele :rn

vicio~us smear campaign against Kiing. docurneat insisted that Ray could still be A1tnr er<
The FBI3 peddled malicious anti-King convicted despite the FBI lawbreaking.

st,;rics- to the press and hay s~eni doctored The FBI plotters bluntly admitted that
tapes concerning King's personal life to the whole scheme was unconstitutional____
his wif.When King was slain in 1968 and a "technical violation" of the la-.^

v-hispers about possible FBI involvement "Be aware." the memo warned, "hat.

put Hoover under great pressure to find since this search and seizure is u- Alton, Ill
theconstiutonal as to the Peppers, th

Prhile FI' agents were hot o'i I ay s have at least a theoretical cause of action
trail, a May 30, 1968 memo, prepared for for damages against those who install rdl

tip Hoover aide J. P. Mohr, outlined the isugging) devices by trespass."
elaborate illegal plans to catch the "Trespass" isFBI lingo for a break-in.

laurderer. If the Peppers sued the FBI and wol,

As part of the overall investigation, the memo insisted the taxpayers would

code-named ?,IURKIN an acronyni for bail them out. "The goernment of live
murder and ixing- i memo was writen United States should nurel, be willing, Date: 11/8r/77
which declared: "Consideration is given pis p te tat for ant -m nt agcoos, Edition:

to microphone installations on certain those who installed the inicophoneso" the
properties of Albert and Carol Pepper, memo concluded. bottoin. Hoover

t brother-in-law and sister of James sct ao.'led ''OK,' anc- de his
Earl Ray. characteristic "H." Six other FBI of- Title:

"Ther ficials also initialed their approval.

"raises a question coucening the legalit e have been unable to determine IIIIPKIN

of any action taken aamst he subct yf whether the FBI actually bugged or

this case on te nsi. of informa t on of. burglarized the Pepie'rs' home. Indeod, Character:
tisaed from the microphones." If f o ay assassiations expert Harold Weister( ortaine fro them~crohone. ( ay has d,-veloped evidence indicating the. 4-61ff
called the Peppers and the biupged con- Jut N eatetvte h ln u Classification:
vtrsations w,.re used: to arrest himi, the Justice DcpartenClassification: Iu

nrino said, Ray uee, could chim, that inside Sources inist tle Fd1 did nue Submitting office:
tmimsurveallance violated his right of dubious and possibily illegal means to

p rvacy." This could prejuie the cour capture Ray, who later pleaded guilty, t
pria aginthis t-ordering King and was sentenced to V) >case against him yrs i: prison.

But if certain precautions were taken, y

_ Peppecrs.
FBI, COJ
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on King and his killer
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electronic skulduggery in an effort to
discredit Martin Luther King Jr., tried to By Jack
employ similar illegal tactics to catch his

Anderson Page A-4
murderer.

Lohg-buried FBI documents reveal that with Les
then-director J. Edgar Hoover personally Whitten
approved a break-in and illegal electronic

bugging aimed at innocent relatives of
James Earl Ray, who was later convicted the memo continued, "the worst that

of killing King.
could happen" is that the arrest would be

For years, Hoover had conducted a declared illegal. Using tortured logic, the

document insisted that Ray could still be Alton Telegraph
vicious smear campaign against King.
The FBI peddled malicious anti-King convicted despite the FBI lawbreaking.

stories to the press and had sent doctored The FBI plotters bluntly admitted that

tapes concerning King's personal life to the whole scheme was unconstitutional

his wife. When King was slain in 1968,
and a "technical violation" of the law.

whispers about possible FBI involvement "Be aware," the memo warned, "that

put Hoover under great pressure to find since this search and seizure is un-

constitutional as to the Peppers, they Alton, Ill.
the assassin.

While FBI agents were hot on Ray's have at least a theoretical cause of action

trail, a May 10, 1968 memo, prepared for for damages against those who installed

top Hoover aide J. P. Mohr, outlined the (bugging) devices by trespass."

elaborate illegal plans to catch the "Trespass" is FBI lingo for a break-in.
If the Peppers sued the FBI and won,

marderer.
As part of the overall investigation, the memo insisted, the taxpayers would

code-named MURKIN - an acronym for bail them out. "The government of the

murder and King - a memo was written United States should surely be willing to Date: 11/8/77
which declared: "Consideration is given pick up the tab for any judgment against Edition:

those who installed the microphones," the
to microphone installations on certain

properties of Albert and Carol Pepper," memo concluded. At the bottom, Hoover

scrawled "OK," and added his
the brother-in-law and sister of James

characteristic "H." Six other FBI of- Title:Earl Ray. ficials also initialed their approval.
"The proposal," cautioned the memo,

We have been unable to determine MURKIN
"raises a question concerning the legality

whether the FBI actually bugged or
of any action taken against the subject of

burglarized the Peppers' home. Indeed, Character:
this case on the basis of information ob-

tained from the microphones." If Ray
assassinations expert Harold Weisberg or

called the Peppers and the bugged con- has developed evidence indicating the

Justice Department vetoed the plan. But Classification: 44-561-883
versations were used to arrest him, the

inside sources insist the FBI did use Submitting Office:
memo said, Ray "then could claim that SI
the surveillance violated his right of dubious and possibily illegal means to

privacy." This could prejudice the court capture Ray, who later pleaded guilty to

murdering King and was sentenced to 99
case against him. may

But if certain precautions were taken, years in prison.

Original
sent

Footnote: The FBI has acknowledged NOV 10 1977
that abuses occurred in the past. Since

1973, however, the present director,

Clarence Kelley, has halted most of these

practices. We were unable to reach the

Peppers.
FBI/DOJ
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FBI tried to use questionable

tactics in Ray case (Indicate page, name of
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THE FBI, WHICH used electronic Page 22
skulduggery in an effort to discredit
Marin Luther King Jr., tried to employ
similar illegal tactics to catch his mur- Jack
derry.

Long-buried FBI documents reveal Anderson
that then-director J. Edgar Hoover per-
sonally approved a break-in and illegal
electronic bugging aimed at innocent State Journal
relatives of James Earl Ray, who was certain properties of Albert and Carol Register
later convicted of killing King. Pepper," the brother-in-law and sister

For years, Hoover had conducted a of James Earl Ray.
vicious smear campaign against King.

"The proposal," cautioned the memo,
The FBI peddled malicious anti-King

"raises a question concerning the legal-
stories to the press and had sent doc- ity of any action taken against the sub-

tored tapes concerning King's personal jeet of this case on the basis of
information obtained from the micro- Springfield Ill

life to his wife. When King was slain in
1968, whispers about possible FBI in- phones." If Ray called the Peppers and

volvement put Hoover under great pres-
the bugged conversations were used to

sure to find the assassin.
arrest him, the memo said, Ray "then

While FBI agents were hot on Ray's
could claim that the surveillance vio-

trail, a May 10, 1968 memo, prepared
lated his right of privacy." This could

for top Hoover aide J.P. Mohr, outlined prejudice the court case against him.

elaborate illegal plans to catch the mur- BUT IF CERTAIN précautions were Date:
derer. 11/9/77taken, the memo continued, "the worst

As part of the overall investigation, that could happen" is that the arrest Edition:
code-named MURKIN - an acronym would be declared illegal. Using tor-
for murder and King - a memo was tured logic, the document insisted that

written which declared: "Consideration Ray could still be convicted despite the Title:
is given to microphone installations on FBI lawbreaking.

MURKIN

Character:

Beginal
fear

or
Classification: 44-561
Submitting Office: SI

FILEDMDINDEXED

NOV 9 1977

FBI - SPRINGFIELD

Schmit En
44-561-884 Domium FBI/DOJ
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whole schene was unconstitutional muderin' King and was sentenced to'.
a "technical violation" of the law. years ;i prison.
aware," the memo warned, "that F,,tnote: The FBI has acknowle ;.

e this search and seizure is uncon- that abuses occurred in the past. avt
utonl s to the Peppers, they have l73, howe,ver, the present director, C~

a.t a theoretical cauze of action for rence Kelley, has halted most of Uh1
ages againat those who installed the met"C:.,. We were unabhl to reAch1

gin 7) devices by trespass." "Tres- I
" is FBI lingo for a break-in.

`f the Ieppers sued the FBI and won
nemo insisted, the taxpayers woul
1them out. "The government o tChe

Indd States should sureiy be willing
' up the tab for any judgmert

ust those who installed the micro
ryes," the memo concluded. At th:
om Hoover scrawled "OK," arid

: led his characteristic "If." Six other
I i officials also initialed their ap

.,rval.
We have been unable to determine

iA{ther the FBI actually bugged or bur
,; izcd the Peppers' home. Indeed, -:

aitions expert Harold Weisbeat
has developed evidence indicathg th.
jut ce Department vetoed the pln. Bt
in i;e eurec:; in ,t the FBI did U.:

The FBI plotters bluntly admitted that capture Ray, who later pleaded guilty to
the whole scheme was unconstitutional murdering King and was sentenced to 99

and a "technical violation" of the law. years in prison.
"Be aware," the memo warned, "that Footnote: The FBI has acknowledged
Since this search and seizure is uncon- that abuses occurred in the past. Since
stitutional as to the Peppers, they have 1973, however, the present director, Cla-
at least a theoretical cause of action for rence Kelley, has halted most of these

damages against those who installed the practices. We were unable to reach the

(bugging) devices by trespass." "Tres- Peppers.
pass" is FBI lingo for a break-in.

If the Peppers sued the FBI and won,
the memo insisted, the taxpayers would
bail them out. "The government of the
United States should surely be willing to
pick up the tab for any judgment
against those who installed the micro-
phones," the memo concluded. At the
bottom, Hoover scrawled "OK," and
added his characteristic "H." Six other
FBI officials also initialed their ap-
proval.

We have been unable to determine
whether the FBI actually bugged or bur-

glarized the Peppers' home. Indeed, as-

sastinations expert Harold Weisberg
has developed evidence indicating the

justice Department vetoed the plan. But
inside sources insist the FBI did use
dubious and possibly illegal means to
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effort to cature RaPAGE 7
WASHINGTON (UPI) - Missouri State Penitentiary. the source of the "Eric

James Earl Ray is not too un- That name fascinated the Starvo" part of the Galt'
usual a name, especially FBI, the files,showed. They alias? the FBI asked.
compared with the names he had three possible theories on Since Ray was still a fugi
used when he was trying to where he got the name Eric tive at, this point, the FBI
escape after murdering Dr. Starvo Galt., sent an agent out to a Nash- STATE JOURNAL
Martin Luther King in Mem. - Galt may have come from ington bookstore to buy all 18 REGISTER
phis April 4,1968. Gault, Ontario, since Ray vis- James Bond paperbacks in

Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey ited Canada soon after his print at the time. Only 14
Lowmeyer, Ramon George jailbreak, one memo said. could'be obtained here, so a
Sneyd, John Willard - those Galt could have come fromn New York agent was sent to
were among the names that A y n Rand ' s "Atlas get the other four.
Ray used to keep the FBI Shrugged," - a massive vol- The agents read al the SPRINGFIELD, ILL.
hopping as they searched for, ume of right wing fiction that books. They assembled a
King's killer - according to begins with the ;sentence complete 'list of all the fic-'.
bureau documents released to "Who is John Galt?.4 An tional names in the book.
UPI this week. agent poured over the 1,000 right down to Bond's boss,

Ip fact the FBI was at first pages of the book and found a "M" and girlfriend "Pussy
convinced that there i had character, named only once, Galore."
been a conspiracy to kill King called "Eric Brewer." . The eight page list of Bond
because. So, perhaps,' Eric Starvo names was checked against Date:1 /29/78

*Lowmeyer bought the Galt was a combination of all the other names th t s Edition: SUNDAY
murder gun in Birmingham, John Galt and Eric Brewer. faced in the King investiga
Ala. But, the same memo noted, tion. None ever matched an

. *The getaway, car was Ray's taste ran more toward other alias used by Ray.
registered in Galt's name. girlie magazines than lengthy ----- Title JAMES EARL RAY

*Willard rented the room philosophical fiction.
In the Memphis flop house ad- So the FBI turned,to Jam s
jacent to the bathroom where Bond for the answer.
the fatal shot was fired. One of the fictional Bo d Character:

*Sneyd 'was arrested in enemies was Ernst Sta o or- 885361
London as King's killer. Blofeld. Could this name be Classification: )4-561

After a laborious finger- . Submitting Office: SI
print check - all four men
turned out to be James Earl - / -s
.Ray.

Galt was 'the name Ray ' INDEXED
most of the time, heg --

April 23, 1987, the ye
jeore the assassinatio 'i7
lben he escaped from J A 3 1978
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FBI played name game
(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

in effort to capture Ray PAGE 7

WASHINGTON (UPI) - Missouri State Penitentiary the source of the "Eric
James Earl Ray is not too un- That name fascinated the Starvo" part of the Galt
usual a name, especially FBI, the files showed. They alias? the FBI asked.
compared with the names he had three possible theoriesion Since Ray was still a fugi-
used when he was trying to where he got the name Eric tive at this point, the FBI
escape after murdering Dr. Starvo Galt. sent an agent out to a Wash- STATE JOURNAL
Martin Luther King in Mem- Galt may have come from ington bookstore to buy all 18 REGISTER
phis April 4, 1968. Gault, Ontario, since Ray vis- James Bond paperbacks in

Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey ited Canada soon after his print at the time. Only 14

Lowmeyer, Ramon George jailbreak, one memo said. could be obtained here, so a
Sneyd, John Willard - those Galt could have come from New York agent was sent to
were among the names that Ayn Rand's 'Atla's get the other four.
Ray used to keep the FBI Shrugged," - a massive vol- The agents read all the SPRINGFIELD, ILL.
hopping as they searched for ume of right wing fiction that books. They assembled a
King's killer - according to begins with the sentence complete list of all the fic-
bureau documents released to "Who is John Galt? An tional names in the book -
UPI this week. agent poured over the 1,000 right down to Bond's boss,

In fact the FBI was at first pages of the book and found a "M" and girlfriend "Pussy
convinced that there had character, named only once, Galore."
been a conspiracy to kill King called "Eric Brewer." The eight page list of Bond
because. So, perhaps, Eric Starvo names was checked against Date: 1/29/78

Lowmeyer bought the Galt was a combination of all the other names that sur- Edition: SUNDAY
murder gun in Birmingham, John Galt and Eric Brewer. faced in the King investiga-
Ala. But, the same memo noted, tion. None ever matched any

The getaway car was Ray's taste ran more toward other alias used by Ray.
registered in Galt's name. girlie magazines than lengthy Title ,JAMES EARL RAY

Willard rented the room philosophical fiction.
in the Memphis flop house ad- So the FBI turned to James

jacent to the bathroom where Bond for the answer.
the fatal shot was fired. One of the fictional Bond Character:

Sneyd was arrested in enemies was Ernst Stavfo or 88-5361
London as King's killer. Blofeld. Could this name be Classification: 44-561

After a laborious finger- Submitting Office: SI
print check - all four men
turned out to be James Earl 44-561-885
Ray. INDEXED

Galt was the name Ray
used most of the time, begin, THING

FILEDwas
ning April 23, 1967, the year
before the assassination,
when he escaped from the JAN 3 1978
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3/3/78

FM SPRINGFIELD (62-2567)

TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) ROUTINE

BT

CLEAR

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

RE SPRINGFIELD LETTER TO BUREAU (BUFILE 157-26213), AUGUST 13,

1975.

.FOR INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, RICHARD EUGENE GEPPERT OPENED

AS A SOURCE OCTOBER 30, 1970, AND DISCONTINUED SEPTEMBER 1971, RE

OPENED MARCH 1972 AND DISCONTINUED MAY 1972.

ON MARCH 2, 1978, (FNU) SNYDER, REPORTER, GRANITE CITY PRESS

RECORD, GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS, TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED THE ALTON

RESIDENT AGENCY AND INQUIRED IF THE FBI HAD SUBPOENAED RICHARD

GEPPERT TO APPEAR BEFORE THE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE INVESTIGATING

THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SNYDER HAD RE

CEIVED INFORMATION THAT GEPPERT, AN INDIVIDUAL FROM ST. LOUIS,

MISSOURI, AND A THIRD INDIVIDUAL FROM BLACKJACK, MISSOURI, TO

SI (1: 62-2567)

RDS/mmh 157-1792) 'V

I

3/3/78
FM SPRINGFIELD (62-2567)

TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) ROUTINE

BT

CLEAR

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

RE SPRINGFIELD LETTER TO BUREAU (BUFILE 157-26213), AUGUST 13,

1975.

FOR INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, RICHARD EUGENE GEPPERT OPENED

AS A SOURCE OCTOBER 30, 1970, AND DISCONTINUED SEPTEMBER 1971, RE-

OPENED MARCH 1972 AND DISCONTINUED MAY 1972.

ON MARCH 2, 1978, (FNU) SNYDER, REPORTER, GRANITE CITY PRESS

RECORD, GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS, TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED THE ALTON

RESIDENT AGENCY AND INQUIRED IF THE FBI HAD SUBPOENAED RICHARD

GEPPERT TO APPEAR BEFORE THE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE INVESTIGATING

THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SNYDER HAD RE-

CEIVED INFORMATION THAT GEPPERT, AN INDIVIDUAL FROM ST. LOUIS,

MISSOURI, AND A THIRD INDIVIDUAL FROM BLACKJACK, MISSOURI, TO

3 - SI (1: 62-2567)
(1: 44-561)-

RDS/mmh (A: 157-1792)
(3) Sufe mas

suns
-14-561 886
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PAGE TWO SI 62-2567 CLEAR

APPEAR BEFORE THE COMMITTEE. SNYDER HAD TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED

RICHARD GEPPERT OF GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS TO DETERMINE IF HE HAD

BEEN SUBPOENAED AND GEPPERT HAD REFUSED TO COMMENT. SNYDER WAS

ATTEMPTING TO DETERMINE IF THE FBI HAD SUBPOENAED GEPPERT AND IF SO,

IF GEPPERT OF GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS WAS IDENTICAL WITH THE GEPPERT

SUBPOENAED. SNYDER WAS INFORMED THAT THE FBI HAD NOT SUBPOENAED

GEPPERT AND COULD NOT FURNISH ANY INFORMATION REGARDING THE CON

GRESSIONAL COMMITTEE INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATION AS THE COMMITTEE

HAD THEIR OWN INVESTIGATORS.

SPRINGFIELD DOES NOT PLAN TO CONTACT RICHARD EUGENE GEPPERT AND

NO FURTHER ACTION IS BEING TAKEN, UACB.

BT

PAGE TWO SI 62-2567 CLEAR

APPEAR BEFORE THE COMMITTEE. SNYDER HAD TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED

RICHARD GEPPERT OF GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS TO DETERMINE IF HE HAD

BEEN SUBPOENAED AND GEPPERT HAD REFUSED TO COMMENT. SNYDER WAS

ATTEMPTING TO DETERMINE IF THE FBI HAD SUBPOENAED GEPPERT AND IF SO,

IF GEPPERT OF GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS WAS IDENTICAL WITH THE GEPPERT

SUBPOENAED. SNYDER WAS INFORMED THAT THE FBI HAD NOT SUBPOENAED

GEPPERT AND COULD NOT FURNISH ANY INFORMATION REGARDING THE CON-

GRESSIONAL COMMITTEE INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATION AS THE COMMITTEE

HAD THEIR OWN INVESTIGATORS.

SPRINGFIELD DOES NOT PLAN TO CONTACT RICHARD EUGENE GEPPERT AND

NO FURTHER ACTION IS BEING TAKEN, UACB.
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A' F BI
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:

E Teletype 0 Immediate F TOP SECRET
I

0 Facsimile j Priority 0 SECRET
D 0 Routine 0 CONFIDENTIAL

] UNCLAS EF TO

[ UNCLAS

Date 8/18/78 I
------------------------------------------------------------------
FM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

TO DIRECTOR PRIORTY (ATTN: DIVISION 6, exTRA DUTY DESK)

BT

t CLEAR

MURKIN.

FOR INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, DETECTIVE RICHARD EVANS,

DEPARTMENT OF INVESTIGATION ILLINOIS STATE, DETECTIVE RONALD H.

LEE, WILLIAMSON COUNTY DETECTIVE UNIT, AND WILLIAMSON COUNTY

STATES ATTORNYY ROBERT HOWERTON, INTERVIEWED EUGENE AND SHIRLEY

COX. MR. AND MRS. COX ARE REPUTABLE AND RELIABLE CITIZENS

OWNING A PROMINENT BUSINESS IN MARION, ILLINOIS. THE FOLLOWING

VERBATIM STATEMENT WAS GIVEN BY MR. AND MRS. COX:

ABOUT NOON ON THE DAY AFTER MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS ASSASS

INATED, WE (EUGENE COX AND SHIRLEY COX, 402 SOUTH MARKET STREET,

MARION, ILLINOIS) LEFT THE MEMPHIS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT ON A

MULTIPLE LANE HIGHWAY, AT THE INTERSECTION OF ROUTES 78 AND 51,

EUGENE COX SLOWED DOWN TO STOP AT A RED LIGHT, THE RADIO WAS ON

AND WE HAD EARLER HEARD THE POLICE WERE LOOKING FOR A WHITE

MUSTANG. WE HEARD A CAR HORN HONKING BEHIND US. WE BOTH SAW A

2 - Springfield 1: 44-561) (1: 62-2567)
kRk JRR/lrf
(2) ~

Approved: EONJA Trmited I OM Per
(Number) (Time) evOJ

6?'ac r ai
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TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
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Date 8/18/78

FM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

TO DIRECTOR PRIORTY (ATTN: DIVISION 6, exTRA DUTY DESK)

BT

CLEAR

MURKIN.

FOR INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, DETECTIVE RICHARD EVANS,

DEPARTMENT OF INVESTIGATION ILLINOIS STATE, DETECTIVE RONALD H.

LEE, WILLIAMSON COUNTY DETECTIVE UNIT, AND WILLIAMSON COUNTY

STATES ATTORNYY ROBERT HOWERTON, INTERVIEWED EUGENE AND SHIRLEY

COX. MR. AND MRS. COX ARE REPUTABLE AND RELIABLE CITIZENS

OWNING A PROMINENT BUSINESS IN MARION, ILLINOIS. THE FOLLOWING

VERBATIM STATEMENT WAS GIVEN BY MR. AND MRS. COX:

ABOUT NOON ON THE DAY AFTER MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS ASSASS-

INATED, WE (EUGENE COX AND SHIRLEY COX, 402 SOUTH MARKET STREET,

MARION, ILLINOIS) LEFT THE MEMPHIS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT ON A

MULTIPLE LANE HIGHWAY, AT THE INTERSECTION OF ROUTES 78 AND 51,

EUGENE COX SLOWED DOWN TO STOP AT A RED LIGHT, THE RADIO WAS ON

AND WE HAD EARLER HEARD THE POLICE WERE LOOKING FOR A WHITE

MUSTANG. WE HEARD A CAR HORN HONKING BEHIND US. WE BOTH SAW A

2 - Springfield 1: 44-561) (1: 62-2567) 44-561887
LRX JRR/1rf
(2) Schmitt

for Exml
Approved: EDH/JFG 13Transmitted 1100pm Per before(Number) (Time) FBI/DOJ

asac Cogniyant
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev0 5-22-78) I
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I

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: I
I

D Teletype Q Immed.iate Q TOP SECRET

0 Facsimile Q Priority Q SECRET

Q Q Routine 0 CONFIDENTIAL
[] UNCLAS EF TO
[] UNCLAS

I
Date

SI 44-561 PAGE TWO CLEAR

WHITE MUSTANG WEAVING IN AND OUT OF TRAFFIC ABOUT A BLOCK BEHIND.

THE WHITE MUSTANG VEARED TO OUR LEFT AND RAN THE RED LIGHT AS A NATION

AL GUARD TRUCK APPROACHED THIS INTERSECTION FROM OUR RIGHT. SHIRLEY

COX TURNED AND WATCHED THE DRIVER OF THE WHITE MUSTANG COME UP BEHIND

US AND PASS BY ON OUR LEFT. THE WHITE MUSTANG WAS DRIVING FAST

PROBABLY ABOUT 60 MILES AN HOUR, WENT THREE OR FOUR BLOCKS AND MADE

A RIGHT HAND TURN. THE WHITE MUSTANG WAS GOING SO

FAST THAT HE DROVE UP THROUGH A FILLING STATION DRIVEWAY TO MAKE THE

RIGHT HAND TURN. WE DO NOT RECALL WHAT THE NAME OF THE FILLING

STATION WAS, ONLY THAT IN WAS NATIONAL BRAND GAS STATION. WE HAD

TRIED TO GET THE ATTENTION OF THE NATIONAL GUARDSMEN IN THE ARMY

VEHICLE, BUT TO NO AVAIL.. BETWEEN FOUR AND SIX PM THAT SAME DAY,

WE STOPPED FOR DINNER AT THE LEPETITE NEW ORLEANS CLUB IN CAPE

GIRARDEAU, MISSOURI, EUGENE COX TELEPHONED THE MEMPHIS POLICE

DEPARTMENT AND TOLD THEM THAT WE HAD SEEN A WHTIE MUSTANG BEING

DRIEEN ERRATICALLY WHILE WE WERE IN MEMPHIS. THE POLICE OFFICER

DID NOT SEEM TOO INTERESTED. WE RETURNED TO OUR HOME IN MARION,

ILLINOIS THAT EVENING. THE FOLLOWING DAY WE SAW THE COMPOSITE

DRAWING OF THE SUSPECT SLAYER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING IN THE SAINT

LOUIS GLBE DEMOCRAT. SHIRLEY COX STATED THAT THE COMPOSITE DRAW
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WHITE MUSTANG WEAVING IN AND OUT OF TRAFFIC ABOUT A BLOCK BEHIND.

THE WHITE MUSTANG VEARED TO OUR LEFT AND RAN THE RED LIGHT AS A NATION-

AL GUARD TRUCK APPROACHED THIS INTERSECTION FROM OUR RIGHT. SHIRLEY

COX TURNED AND WATCHED THE DRIVER OF THE WHITE MUSTANG COME UP BEHIND

US AND PASS BY ON OUR LEFT. THE WHITE MUSTANG WAS DRIVING FAST

PROBABLY ABOUT 60 MILES AN HOUR, WENT THREE OR FOUR BLOCKS AND MADE

A RIGHT HAND TURN. THE WHITE MUSTANG WAS GOING SO

FAST THAT HE DROVE UP THROUGH A FILLING STATION DRIVEWAY TO MAKE THE

RIGHT HAND TURN. WE DO NOT RECALL WHAT THE NAME OF THE FILLING

STATION WAS, ONLY THAT IN WAS NATIONAL BRAND GAS STATION. WE HAD

TRIED TO GET THE ATTENTION OF THE NATIONAL GUARDSMEN IN THE ARMY

VEHICLE, BUT TO NO AVAIL BETWEEN FOUR AND SIX PM THAT SAME DAY,

WE STOPPED FOR DINNER AT THE LEPETITE NEW ORLEANS CLUB IN CAPE

GIRARDEAU, MISSOURI, EUGENE COX TELEPHONED THE MEMPHIS POLICE

DEPARTMENT AND TOLD THEM THAT WE HAD SEEN A WHTIE MUSTANG BEING

DRIEEN ERRATICALLY WHILE WE WERE IN MEMPHIS. THE POLICE OFFICER

DID NOT SEEM TOO INTERESTED. WE RETURNED TO OUR HOME IN MARION,

ILLINOIS THAT EVENING. THE FOLLOWING DAY WE SAW THE COMPOSITE

DRAWING OF THE SUSPECT SLAYER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING IN THE SAINT

LOUIS GLBE DEMOCRAT. SHIRLEY COX STATED THAT THE COMPOSITE DRAW-
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ING WAS THAT OF THE DRIVER OF THE WHITE MUSTANG IN MEMPHIS.

EUGENE COX ONLY HAD A SIDE VIEW OF THE DRIVER OF THE WHITE

MUSTANG AS HE PASSED -BY US. WE WNAT TO MAKE THIS STATEMENT

BECAUSE WE HAVE WATCHED JAMES EARL RAY ON TELEVISION AND KNOW

THAT HE HAS NOT TRUTHFULLY ACCOUNTED FOR HIS WHEREABOUTS ON-THE

DAY FOLLOWING MARTIN LUTHER KINGS" ASSASSINATION.

STATEMENT WAS SIGNED E.L. COX AND S.M. COX DATED AUGUST

18, 1978.

HOWERTON ADVISED THAT MRS COX STATED THAT THE MAN ARRESTED

AND CHARGED WITH KING'S MURDER WAS THE SAME MAN SHE HAD SEEN IN

THE WHITE MUSTANG.

THIS INFORMATION IS BEING MADE AVAILABLE TO THE BUREAU

IN VIEW OF RAY'S TESTIMONY.

SPRINGFIELD INDICES NEGATIVE RE MR. AND MRS. COX.

BT
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ING WAS THAT OF THE FRIVER OF THE WHITE MUSTANG IN MEMPHIS.

EUGENE COX ONLY HAD A SIDE VIEW OF THE DRIVER OF THE WHITE

MUSTANG AS HA PASSED -BY US. WE WNAT TO MAKE THIS STATEMENT

BECAUSE WE HAVE WATCHED JANES EARL RAY ON TELEVISION AND KNOW

THAT HE HAS NOT TRUTHFULLY ACCOUNTED FOR HIS WHEREABOUTS ON THE

DAY FOLLOWING MARTIN LUTHER KINGS" ASSASSINATION.

STATEMENT WAS SIGNED E.L. COX AND S.M. COX DATED AUGUST

18, 1978.

HOWERTON ADVISED THAT MRS COX STATED THAT THE MAN ARRESTED

AND CHARGED WITH KING'S MURDER WAS THE SAME MAN SHE HAD SEEN IN

THE WHITE MUSTANG.

THIS INFORMATION IS BEING MADE AVAILABLE TO THE BUREAU

IN VIEW OF RAY'S TESTIMONY.

SPRINGFIELD INDICES NEGATIVE RE MR. AND MRS. COX.

BT
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MURKIN.

FOR INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, DETECTIVE RICHARD EVANS,

DEPARTMENT OF INVESTIGATION ILLINOIS STATE, DETECTIVE RONALD H.

LEE, WILLIAMSON COUNTY DETECTIVE UNIT, AND WILLIAMSON COUNTY

STATES ATTORNEY ROBERT HOWERTON, INTERVIEWED EUGENE AND SHIRLEY

COX. MR. AND MRS. COX ARE REPUTABLE AND RELIABLE CITIZENS

OWNING A PROMINENT BUSINESS IN MARION, ILLINOIS. THE FOLLOWING

VERBATIM STATEMENT WAS GIVEN BY MR. AND MRS. COX:

ABOUT NOON ON THE DAY AFTER MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS ASSASS

INATED, WE (EUGENE COX AND SHIRLEY COX, 402 SOUTH MARKET STREET,

MARION, ILLINOIS) LEFT THE MEMPHIS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT ON A

MULTIPLE LANE HIGHWAY. AT THE INTERSECTION OF ROUTES 76 AND 51,

EUGENE COX SLOWED DOWN TO STOP AT A RED LIGHT, THE RADIO WAS ON

AND WE HAD EARLIER HEARD THE POLICE WERE LOOKING FOR A WHITE

MUSTANG. WE HEARD A CAR HORN HONKING BEHIND US. WE BOTH SAW A

SI0013 2310400

PP HQ ;

DE SI

P 180400Z AUG 78

FM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

TO DIRECTOR PRIOR TY (ATTN: DIVISION 6, EXTRA DUTY DESK)

BT

CLEAR

MURKIN.

FOR INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, DETECTIVE RICHARD EVANS,

DEPARTMENT OF INVESTIGATION ILLINOIS STATE, DETECTIVE RONALD H.

LEE, WILLIAMSON COUNTY DETECTIVE UNIT, AND WILLIAMSON COUNTY

STATES ATTORNEY ROBERT HOWER TON, INTERVIEWED EUGENE AND SHIRLEY

COX. MR. AND MRS. COX ARE REPUTABLE AND RELIABLE CITIZENS

OWNING A PROMINENT BUSINESS IN MARION, ILLINOIS. THE FOLLOWING

VERBATIM STATEMENT WAS GIVEN BY MR. AND MRS. COX:

ABOUT NOON ON THE DAY AFTER MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS ASSASS-

INATED, WE (EUGENE COX AND SHIRLEY cox, 402 SOUTH MARKET STREET,

MARION, ILLINOIS) LEFT THE MEMPHIS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT ON A

MULTIPLE LANE HIGHWAY. AT THE INTERSECTION OF ROUTES 78 AND 51,

EUGENE COX SLOWED DOWN TO STOP AT A RED LIGHT, THE RADIO WAS ON

AND WE HAD EARLIER HEARD THE POLICE WERE LOOKING FOR A WHITE

MUSTANG. WE HEARD A CAR HOR N HONKING BEHIND US. WE BOTH SAW A

44-561-887
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WHITE MUSTANG WEAVING IN AND OUT OF TRAFFIC ABOUT A BLOCK BEHIND.
THE WHITE MUSTANG VEARED TO OUR LEFT AND RAN THE RED LIGHT AS A NATION

AL GUARD TRUCK APPROACHED THIS INTERSECTION FROM OUR RIGHT. SHIRLEY

COX TURNED AND WATCHED THE DRIVER OF THE WHITE MUSTANG COME UP BEHIND
US AND PASS BY ON OUR LEFT. THE WHITE MUSTANG WAS DRIVING FAST

PROBABLY ABOUT 60,MILES AN HOUR, WENT THREE OR FOUR BLOCKS AND MADE

A RIGHT HAND TURN. THE WHITE MUSTANG WAS GOING SO
FAST THAT HE DROVE UP THROUGH A FILLING STATION DRIVEWAY TO MAKE THE

RIGHT HAND TURN. WE DO NOT RECALL WHAT THE NAME OF THE FILLING

STATION WAS, ONLY THAT IT WAS NATIONAL BRAND GAS STATION. WE HAD

TRIED TO GET THE ATTENTION OF THE NATIONAL GUARDSMEN IN THE ARMY

VEHICLE, BUT TO NO AVAIL. BETWEEN FOUR AND SIX PM THAT SAME DAY,

WE STOPPED FOR DINNER AT THE LEPETITE NEW ORLEANS CLUB IN CAPE

GIRARDEAU, MISSOURI. EUGUENE COX TELEPHONED THE MEMPHIS POLICE

DEPARTMENT AND TOLD THEM THAT WE HAD SEEN A WHITE MUSTANG BEING

DRIVEN ERRATICALLY WHILE WE WERE IN MEMPHIS. THE POLICE OFFICER

DID NOT SEEM TOO INTERESTED. WE RETURNED TO OUR HOME IN MARION,

ILLINOIS THAT EVENING. THE FOLLOWING DAY WE SAW THE COMPOSITE

DRAWING OF THE SUSPECT SLAYER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING IN THE SAINT

LOUIS GLOBE DEMOCRAT. SHIRLEY COX STATED THAT THE COMPOSITE DRAW-

SI 44-561 PAGE TWO CLEAR

WHITE MUSTANG WEAVING IN AND OUT OF TRAFFIC ABOUT A BLOCK BEHIND.
THE WHITE MUSTANG VEARED TO OUR LEFT AND RAN THE RED LIGHT AS A NATION-

AL GUARD TRUCK APPROACHED THIS INTERSECTION FROM OUR RIGHT. SHIRLEY

COX TURNED AND WATCHED THE DRIVER OF THE WHITE MUSTANG COME UP BEHIND

US AND PASS BY ON OUR LEFT. THE WHITE MUSTANG WAS DRIVING FAST

PROBABLY ABOUT 60 MILES AN HOUR, WENT THREE OR FOUR BLOCKS AND MADE

A RIGHT HAND TURN. THE WHITE MUSTANG WAS G OI NG SO

FAST THAT HE DROVE UP THROUGH A FILLING STATION DRIVEWAY TO MAKE THE

RIGHT HAND TURN. WE DO NOT RECALL WHAT THE NAME OF THE FILLING

STATION WAS, ONLY THAT IT WAS NATIONAL BR AND GAS STATION. WE HAD

TRIED TO GET THE ATTENTION OF THE NATIONAL GUARDSMEN IN THE ARMY

VEHICLE, BUT TO NO AVAIL. BETWEEN FOUR AND SIX PM THAT SAME DAY,

WE STOPPED FOR DINNER AT THE LEPETITE NEW ORLEANS CLUB IN CAPE

GIRARDEAU, MISSOURI. EUGUENE COX TELEPHONED THE MEMP HIS POLICE

DEPARTMENT AND TOLD THEM THAT WE HAD SEEN A WHITE MUSTANG BEING

DRIVEN ERRATICALLY WHILE WE WERE IN MEMPHIS. THE POLICE OFFICER

DID NOT SEEM TOO INTERESTED. WE RETURNED TO OUR HOME IN MARION,

ILLINOIS THAT EVENING. THE FOLLOWING DAY WE SAW THE COMPOSITE

DRAWING OF THE SUSPECT SLAYER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING IN THE SAINT

LOUIS GLOBE DEMOCRAT. SHIRLEY COX STATED THAT THE COMPOSITE DR AW -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ING WAS THAT OF THE DRIVER OF THE WHITE MUSTANG IN MEMPHIS.

EUGENE COX ONLY HAD A SIDE VIEW OF THE DRIVER OF THE WHITE

MUSTANG AS HE PASSED BY US. WE WANT TO MAKE THIS STATEMENT

BECAUSE WE HAVE WATCHED JAMES EARL RAY ON TELEVISION AND KNOW

THAT HE HAS NOT TRUTHFULLY ACCOUNTED FOR HIS WHEREABOUTS ON THE

DAY FOLLOWING MARTIN LUTHER KING'S ASSASSINATION.

STATEMENT WAS SIGNED E.L. COX AND S.M. COX DATED AUGUST

18, 1978.

HOWERTON ADVISED THAT MRS. COX STATED THAT THE MAN ARRESTED

AND CHARGED WITH KING'S MURDER WAS THE SAME MAN SHE HAD SEEN IN

THE WHITE MUSTANG.

THIS INFORMATION IS BEING MADE AVAILABLE TO THE BUREAU

IN VIEW OF RAY'S TESTIMONY.

SPRINGFIELD INDICES NEGATIVE RE MR. AND MRS. COX.

BT

SI 44-451 PAGE THREE CLEAR

ING WAS THAT OF THE DRIVER OF THE WHITE MUSTANG IN MEMPHIS.

EUGENE COX ONLY HAD A SIDE VIEW OF THE DRIVER OF THE WHITE

MUSTANG AS HE PASSED BY US. WE WANT TO MAKE THIS STATEMENT

BE CAUSE WE HAVE WATCHED JAMES EARL RAY ON TELEVISION AND KNOW

THAT HE HAS NOT TRUTHFULLY ACCOUNTED FOR HIS WHEREABOUTS ON THE

DAY FOLLOWING MARTIN LUTHER KING'S ASSASSINATION.

STATEMENT WAS SIGNED E.L. COX AND S.M. COX DATED AUGUST

18, 1978.

HOWERTON ADVISED THAT MRS. COX STATED THAT THE MAN ARRESTED

AND CHARGED WITH KING'S MURDER WAS THE SAME MAN SHE HAD SEEN IN

THE WHITE MUSTANG.

THIS INFORMATION IS BEING MADE AVAILABLE TO THE BUREAU

IN VIEW OF RAY'S TESTIMONY.

SPRINGFIELD INDICES NEGATIVE RE MR.. AND MRS. cox.

BT
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

The Assassination Committee probe was a du- Russian bride which was as unusual as his get}.nlg
blous idea in the first place. The last thing any so- around the world and into Russia so efficiently in
cAy needs is a political investigation of past the first place.
rimes that have political overtones. He visited the Cuban and Russian embassies

The technique, itself, is irresponsible. They in Mexico city just a week before the assassin,- _

put on the witnesses that make for the best TV and tion, and apparently was running back and forth (Indicate page, nr" of

p-ess coverage - expressing all manner of per- between them, after what has clearly been.a cal- newspaper, city and state.)

sonal opinions not founded on an iota of evidence. culated program to ingratiate himself with the Co
They are now doing the work for which the bans.

cormmittee was really created (at a cost of mil- Finally, as we row know, sinultanecusly with p rs 1-L
lons) - producing and exploiting publicity, cur- these events, the CIA was negotiating with
ieoly by revising the Marlin Luther King murder. Cuban "defector" about assassinatiag Fit> I

Cfut the rcaly d:ut;rous can of worms ii an- Castro - an aent who turned out apparently to
o her of their "cases" - te assassination of be a "plant" checking out our intentions - an
Presilent John F. Kenney. that on the eve of the Kennedy assassnation

TIhe ev-ience is overwx ';elming that Lee lIar- F;del Castro in a public speech accused the U.A
vey Oswald shot the President, and the series of government of plottng to kill him and blunti,
scenarios dreamed up (profiiably) by a number of warned that "two can play at thatgame." ----- J O :1 ! tu
people over the years have simply na'ed down That is tha cold record that has cr. erged from
snore abso'uteiy two essential facts: (1) The War- the piles of suppressed documents which we
re comnassion was rush: nd somewhat care- freed up in the splash on new "inforimation" law
)edh (2) i-rgrdless of which, in fact, Lee Hlarvey that fnoowed Wateigate.
O,waid wasthe kiler. So, i would seem that either Oswald kili

The only real open question is whether there Preaidont Kennedy under the impression that! ..

re °Other g'unmen, and abroader conspiracy. would finally convince the Cubans that he oughto . - II
That qeestin with the data noV.' available is he big sh'.t in Castro's Cuba - the role he \ .s .*

really Cyimmte - because to raise the question of known to 1e actively seeking in the months lead
a wider conepiracy cannot. possibly escape bring- bg up to the assassination -orithere really Vas
tag in the Communist Secret Police, a broader conspiracy then he must actutally have

One of the major areas of neglect by both the been a direct agent of cthe,r the KGB or tn
Warren Commission and the sensationalists reviv- Cuban DINA.
ing other scenarios has been a thorough examina- So, the "bieger conspiracy", thing - which
tion of the background of Oswald, himself - and would have made resoensiliity wide o(en on the
that has finahy been done. information of just a couple of years ago - ho- I dition

The clear result backed by a mass of hard evi- coms pure poltcal dynanite in 1978 - seem- I

dance is that Oswald was a "Marxist" and a svm- inglp iimd chiefly at Fidel Castro'
pathizer from his middle teens, that It's Marine W t thne assassi ,tion committee started i"

orps service inicluded highly speciatized and very opNebcs. the R-v farts about Oswald's personI 'I in-:
nstiv a -ignment involi secret informtion 1 I!-trtip a;-c' -s e re not known.

a'd close association with the Tee Secret U 2 Now, they seem to b;e: nailed down very tigh if
flights, tht he defected to the Soviet Uinion inpos. - ming the i ivolved in garmesnall
-ession of information hi,'h on the KGB priority with the "conspiracy theory" potentlutl aynan Ch a :

st, that IS "xitarv'"of his ears in the Soviet of i kind que ciffery- from what the insY'ate or

Uion was hied up, that by a suspicious cir- ofthprobehadmind. n Classifi n

'n.taitv t e rl1: P I in t3" fice m'f(k i thd \ me o t ==ent oail1 d

d diry and assure us that the KGB had "iuo it as iation policies - at a time when there A;T/CHED INDrYrEP

Iact at all" with Oswald in Ru.sia or else- expected to be a showdown about the next press ,,-, 7
ti ~dental selection involving Senator Kenindy.
,!e t out of Rus-sia with everbody's bless- Tie have a time bomb on their hands, im

a no. troL. b ar w mor a han one. CDancey AU 221978

I
P
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Fiddling With A Time Bomb
The Assassination Committee probe was a du- Russian bride which was as unusual as his getting

bious idea in the first place. The last thing any so- around the world and into Russia SO efficiently in

ciety needs is a political investigation of past the first place.
crimes that have political overtones. He visited the Cuban and Russian embassies

The technique, itself, is irresponsible. They in Mexico city just a week before the assassina-

put on the witnesses that make for the best TV and tion, and apparently was running back and forth (Indicate page, name of
press coverage - expressing all manner of per- between them, after what has clearly been a cal- newspaper, city and state.)
sonal opinions not founded on an iota of evidence. culated program to ingratiate himself with the Cu-

They are now doing the work for which the bans.

committee was really created (at a cost of mil- Finally, as we now know, simultaneously with Page A-4
lions) - producing and exploiting publicity, cur- these events, the CIA was negotiating with a

rently by revising the Martin Luther King murder. Cuban "defector" about assassinating Fidel

But the really dangerous can of worms is an- Castro - an agent who turned out apparently to
other of their "cases" - the assassination of be a "plant" checking out our intentions - and

President John F. Kennedy. that on the eve of the Kennedy assassination,

The evidence is overwhelming that Lee Har- Fidel Castro in a public speech accused the U.A.

vey Oswald shot the President, and the series of government of plotting to kill him and bluntly

scenarios dreamed up (profitably) by a number of warned that "two play at that game." Journal Star
people over the years have simply nailed down That is the cold record that has emerged from

more absolutely two essential facts: (1) The War- the piles of suppressed documents which were

rem commission was rushed and somewhat care- freed up in the splash on new "information" laws

less, (2) regardless of which, in fact, Lee Harvey that followed Watergate.
Oswald was the killer. So, it would seem that either Oswald killed

The only real open question is whether there President Kennedy under the impression that this

were other gunmen, and a broader conspiracy. would finally convince the Cubans that he oughtito

be a big shot in Castro's Cuba - the role he was Peoria, Ill.
That question with the data now available is

really dynamite - because to raise the question of known to be actively seeking in the months lead-

a wider conspiracy cannot possibly escape bring- ing up to the assassination - or if there really mas

ing in the Communist Secret Police. a broader conspiracy then he must actually have

One of the major areas of neglect by both the been a direct agent of either the KGB or the

Warren Commission and the sensationalists reviv- Cuban DINA.

ing other scenarios has been a thorough examina- So, the "bigger conspiracy" thing - which

tion of the background of Oswald, himself - and would have made responsibility wide open on the
Date: 8/19/78

that has finally been done. information of just a couple of years ago - be-

comes pure political dynamite in 1978 - seem- Edition:
The clear result backed by a mass of hard evi-

dence is that Oswald was a "Marxist" and a sym- ingly aimed chiefly at Fidel Castro!

pathizer from his middle-teens, that his Marine When the assassination committee started its

Corps service included highly specialized and very operations, the key facts about Oswald's personal Title:
sensitive assignment involving secret information history and activities were not known.

and close association with the Top Secret U-2 Now, they seem to be nailed down very tightly MURKIN

flights, that he defected to the Soviet Union in pos-
- making the risks involved in gamesmanship

session of information high on the KGB priority with the "conspiracy theory" potentital dynamite Character:

list, that his "diary" of his years in the Soviet of a kind quite different from what the instigators or

Union was phonied up, that by a suspicious cir- of the probe had in mind. Classification: 44-561-788
cumstance a "ranking" KGB officer defected Not too mention the detailed development of

right after the assassination to "confirm" the Os- the involvements of the Kennedy administration Submitting Office: SI

wald diary and assure us that the KGB had "no in assassination policies - at a time when there is SEARCHED INDEXED

contact at all" with Oswald in Russia or else- expected to be a showdown about the next presi- SERIALIZED
dential selection involving Senator Kennedy.

where.
He got out of Russia with everybody's bless- They have a time bomb on their hands, in

ing and no trouble at all, and SO did his brand new more ways than one. AUG 22 1978

Sens
C.L.Dancey
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Assassinations committ

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

'I

1 r-.- Pa e 12-3

By PM L COLGAN "1 Jnit know what I could Crowley said. -- . icy ie a (l
ied Crowl-y, 71, of 315 N. help them with," Crowlev said. The House Assassinations hig

T' ird. has been subpoenaed to Crowley, who declined to be Committee would not comment
tf tify before the House Assas- photographed by The Herald- on the Crowley subfoena. -
sinations Committee in Whig. said he knew the Hay Medill News Service reprter
Washin; ton. D.C. on Sept. 7. family when they lived in David Bralow said he was told

Crowley Thursday paid he Quincy duin Ra's youth, no comment is made on a sub
had no id -a what the commit- . R3a, .aornin Aiton d0 poena until the person testifies. QuinCy, . 1.
tee wanted. He expected to years ago and went to school in Crowley said he knew
testify on his early asscxiations Ewing, Mo. lie lived in Quiry nothing about Ray ' s
wilh James Earl Ray, the con- during hs cary manhood. whereabouts during the time of
fessed slayer of civil rights "1 remember his grand- the King assassination in
le; er Martin Luther King Jr. father and his mother," Memphis in li8.

Ray denied he killed King
during testimony before the
House Assassination Commit- DaL(: 31/75
tee earlier this month. Ray is Edition:

-(currently serving a 99-year
sentence in a Tennessee prison

1,f,r the Kcing slaying. He confes-Til
sod to the slaying when a,
rested in 1963. 1. U(ICN

Now he claims a mystericus
Character:

laoul" was the mastermind tions committee is on a fishin$ Classilenton: or

.. i a coR-p7i<;.^' to kill e}P ditioii in %tiI. ST 11
estimirc tkle They ;;'e P-St fl'- Sub nitting Office: SI

(rowley said he saw Ray ing around the countr inte'
s "al times before 1968. "He viewing peopleh e said <

herc en a lt da occasin. hsaid the inve tigatl FL
owley said. which isexpected to cost $ to f

Crowley said he dlidn't on- $5 million, was unnecessary.
derstand ho . hs testimony on Crow- ley is the former -u ;''- 198

sVS, '1'r Oi F Y`l c (i ;. iof GenT+o-\'hich - !
s inve tia(non. wa ia ated on Nort -tF

t is a matter of reccrd, he quincy. He l0 no i 00

. 'How could 1 throw any license in 1976 after he plead->l
.nit. guilty to a ch'arge of kep.

t onBIt no
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1 By PAUL COLGAN "I don't know what I could Crowley said. Quincy Herald -
Ted Crowley, 71, of 315 N. help them with," Crowley said. The House Assassinations Whig

Third, has been subpoenaed to Crowley, who declined to be Committee would not comment

testify before the House Assas- photographed by The Herald- on the Crowley subpoena.
sinations Committee in Whig, said he knew the Ray Medill News Service reporter
Washington, D.C. on Sept. 7. family when they lived in David Bralow said he was told

Crowley Thursday said he Quincy during Ray's youth. no comment is made on a sub-

had no idea what the commit- Ray was born in Alton 50 poena until the person testifies. Quincy Ill.
tee wanted. He expected to years ago and went to school in Crowley said he knew
testify on his early associations Ewing, Mo. He lived in Quincy nothing about Ray's
with James Earl Ray, the con- during his early manhood. whereabouts during the time of
fessed slayer of civil rights "I remember his grand- the King assassination in
leader Martin Luther King Jr. father and his mother," Memphis in 1968.

Ray denied he killed King
during testimony before the

Date:
House Assassination Commit- 8/31/78
tee earlier this month. Ray is Edition:

original
currently serving a 99-year
sentence in a Tennessee prison
for the King slaying. He confes- Title:
sed to the slaying when ar-
rested in 1968. MURKIN

Now he claims a mysterious
Character:

or
Raoul" was the mastermind tions committee is on a fishing

behind a conspiracy to kill expedition in wanting his Classification: 44-561-889
testimony: "They are just fly- Submitting Office: SI

Kitig.
Crowley said he saw Ray ing around the country inter-

several times before 1968. "He viewing people. he said. SEARCHED INDEXED

was here on a lot of occasions," He said the investigation.
SERIALIZED UNIS FILED

Crowley said. which is expected to cost $4 to

Crowley said he didn't un- $5 million, was unnecessary.

derstand how his testimony on Crowley is the former SEP5 1978
Ray's youth could aid the com operator of Gem Tavern which

mittee's investigation. was located on North Fifth in
FBi - SPRINGFIELD

"It is a matter of record, he Quincy. He lost his liquor

said. 'How could I throw any license in 1976 after he pleader

light on it. guilty to a charge of keeping,
FBI/DOJECrowley said the assassina- place of prostitution.
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Fithian said this was the idea

,f º1® n ob bbeh id questions he askedAlton robbery :::-EaWednesday while Edward Di.
' Evans, the chief committee in

vest,gator, reported on tae

O ur i rFBI's failure to link Ray to a
/ single holdup in this country.

The Bank of Alton was rob
bed of about 827,000 by two men

0 Rays m0n0 wearing stocking masks on
July 13, 1967. The robbery re- (Indicate page, name of

WASHINGTON (UPI) - The mains officially unsolved, newspaper, city and state.)
:The bank robbery was

House Assassinations Commit- - similar to five others in which
tee has gone further than the Ray's brother John was invol
FBI in showing a single bank ved, with Johe
thbervlcofl Jae EiacRay ved, with Ray's brother Jerry Page 8-A
robbery could have financed taking part in at least one,
the travels of James Earl Ray, ! vn ad esial ocur

King a cmmiteemmbe Evans said. He said, all occur
the killer of Dr. Martin Luther ired near Alton, which was
King, a committee member lay' home.
said today. Ray'i oe

sThd ommity. e inEvans' second point was that
'.The committee, in recess to- i -.

day, plans to devote its Friday Ra*had been washing dishes Quincy Herald
earing to evaluating the in- for $85 a week prior to the Whig

vesigations by the FBI local Alton robbery. The day after
police and other agencies into ,the robbery he bought a $210
King's assassination in car in nearby East St. Louis,
Memphis, Tenn., on April 4' Ill., and left for Canada.
1988c Evans pointed out a three

Lack of proof of where Ray way split in the bank robbery Quincy, Ill.
ot money for thousands of loot would provide Ray with

miles of travel by car and $9000. Painstaking investigi
plane after his escape from a .tio j shows Ray spent $9,60,
Misssouri prison on April 23, during 14 months as a fugitiv
1967, until his capture in bui had known resources ci
London on June 8, 1968, has o ay$1,238.54
fueled theories he had an ac-'
complice. Date: 11/16/78

"There is no evidence that dt:
Ray financed himself by a

E

series of small robberies,
which is the conclusion of the
Justice Department report," Title:
Rep. Floyd Fithian, D-Ind.,
told UPI in an interview. MfURKIN

"However, I think the com
iittee has gone further both in' Character:

questioning Ray and looking at oypr- 0
other-[evidence pertainingi to asst Ion:
the pcosibility of a single bank m i e N SE

robbery at Alton, Ill., having SuiAttng-9ffic £

been tyre source of his fund:
Fithian said.
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