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• FD·302 (Rev. 4·15·64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April 16, 1968 

CHARLES ELVIN STONE, 584 Orchard Drive 1 Memphis, 
Tennessee, was interviewed at the Number Two Engine House, 
Memphis Fire Department 1 474 South Main Street. STONE advised 
that he is a member of the Memphis Fire Department i and has been 
in this employment for the past t_hree years. He stated that he was 
on duty at the Firehouse on April 4, 1968, and was a witness 
to the shooting of DR~ MARTIN LUTHER KING. He stated that at 
approximately 6~00 p.m. on that date, he was in the rear locker 
room of the Fire Department, and was looking out the back 
window across the street to the motel where DR. KING was staying. 
He advised that DR. KING was standing on the balcony outside 
of his hotel room, and was talking to another individual below 
the balcony. STONE stated that there was another man standing to 
the right of DR. KING, and a number of other individuals located 
in the courtyard directly below the hotel room of DR. KING~ 

STONE stated that as KING was talking to the individual 
below him:i a shot rang out, and DR. KING fell over backwards. 
STO_NE stated that he was stunned for a few sec:;onds, and after 
realizing what had happened, ran inside to the center of the 
firehouse, and told both the other firemen and the police _, 
officers that were in the firehouse at that time that ORe KING 
had been shot. At first the officers thought that STONE was 
joking, but one of the other firemen came rushing in saying _the 
same thing. At that instancei all of the police officers 
rushed out of the firehouse in an attempt to cut off the area 
in which the shooting occurred. STONE stated that at approximately 
te:n seconds later, he went out the side door of the Fire Department, 
and proceeded towards Mulberry Street, the street on which 
DR. K!NG's motel was located. STONE stated there was mass 
confusion at the hotel as people were running to see what had 
happened, and the only ones he saw on the street at that time 
were the police officers who were converging on the area. STONE 
stated that he did not notice any white man in the area 
immediately after the shooting nor did he notice any individual 
wearing a white hood. STONE stated that after a few minutes, 
he walked to the front of the Firehouse; but stated that he did 
not observe any white Mustang on Front Street or in that vicinity. 
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STONE also advised that he did not notice a Mustang of 
that type near the Firehouse at any time during that day. 

STONE stated that with him in the locker room at the­
time of the shooting were Lieutenant LOENNEKE and Fireman KING1 
both members of the Fire Department, and a Negro police - ·. · 
officer, Officer-·RICHMOND. STONE stated that all of these 
individuals were,"watching the •hotel. -room. at the time DR~ KING 
was shot 9 and all saw the actual shooting. STONE stated that 
from the sound of the shot, he thought it came from the parking 
lot located north of the Fire Department, but that it could 
have been slightly further north. 

STONE advised. that he was unable to furnish any, positive 
information concerning the individual who fired the shot killing 
DR. KING. 
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F'D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April J 5, l 968 

Mr~ GEORGE. W'. LOENNEKE 9 1390 Smythe~ :Memphis, 
Tennessee, was interviewed at the Memphis Police Departmen~s 
and furnished the following informa tio:n: · 

LOENNEKE stated that he· is a Lieutenant at the 
l\iemphis Fire Depar'tme~t 9 and is regularly assigned to Fire 
Station Number 2, loc~ted at 474 Sciutb. Main Street. He advised 
that he was on duty at this location on April 4, 1968. LOENNEKE 

· stated that at approximately 6:00 p.~. on that date he was 
standing, looking thr<;>ugh a peephole i:n a newspaper, which 
had been placed over the window on the rear door of the fire 
·station. He stated that he was in the locker room at the 
rear of the station 1 a.nd with him was a Negro police officer, 
Officer RICHMOND 1 and another fireman named WILLIAM KING.; 

On 

. LOENNEKE went on to state that as he approached his 
locker, which was to the right of the window, Officer RICHMOND 
called him• and said, rl'.DR. KING is fixing to leave his' hcftel 
room. 11 LOENNEKE stated that he then asked Officer RICHMOND to. 
let him look at KING, as LOENNEKE had not seen DR. KING fpr. 
approximately two_years. While LOENNEKE was looking throtjgh the 
peephole of the window 1 he saw, DR. KING standing and leaning 
against the rail, looking down to the parking lot,. say±ng 
something to another Negro male. Individuals by the name of 
BABY JESUS and Reverend BEVEL were standing to the extreme right 
of DR. KING. LOENNEKE stated that as DR. KING turned slowly to 
his left to say something to the individual below was when the 
shot was fired.. LOENNEKE advised that it appeared to him, as 
though DR. KING was looking at something or someone that· fired 
the shot. LOENNEKE immediately turned to Police Officer RICHMOND, 
and stated, "DR •. KING has been shot." He stated that Officer 
RICHMOND went in a E.ltate of shock at the sound of this new,s, 
and did_ not take any immediate action. 

LOENNEKE stated that he then ran through the apparatus 
floor, telling other police officers that DR. KING had been ~hot. 
He then went through the l u nch::room o:f the engine house tellin-g, . 
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• 
the officers in that location that DR.,KING had been shot, 
All police officers, upon hearing the news that DR. KING had. 
been shot, immediately rushed out the d.001° and proceeded in· 
all direct.ions in order to surround the motel in which 
DR •. KING was. stayi:ng. 

·LOENNEKE further advised that after he informed the 
police officers that DR. KING had been shot, he went out the 
front door of the station oDto Main Street, but di~ not 
observe anyone running o~ Main Street or any pedestrian traffic 
whatsoever, In addition, he stated that he did not see a·white 
Mustang on Main St2~eet af.·ter the shooting nor did he hear the . 
sound of an a.utom.ob:ile leaving in a hurried manner. 

LOENNEKE stated that while he was looking through the 
peephole, both before and immediately after DRo KING had been 
shot, he did not see any person on Mulberry Street wearing a 
light jacket or pull-over shirt with a hood on it. He stated· 
that just p:rio:r to the time DR. KING was shot, two Negro females 
were standing on the second floor balcony, a short distance ·f~om 
DR. KINGo LOENNEI-m advised that at the time DR. KING was shot, . 
these women started hollering in excitement, and appeared to ·be 
in a state of shocl(. He stated that both women,, after realizing 
what had happened, then. began to attempt to administer help 
to DR •. KING. He also advised that there was a white man, without. 
a suitcoat and wearing black horn-rim.med glasses, who approached· 
the bod.y of DR .• KING, and then left to obtain more t9wels, which 
were being used to stop the blood coming from DR. K;£N~'s body,. 
LOENNE.KE stated that he had seen this white man previously·that.·. 
date with DR •. KING 1 and assumed that he was in DR. KING's party •. 
Approximately thirty seconds after the shot had been fired,. 
a Negro male appeared on the balcony P and started taking · , 
photographs of DR. KING 1 s body. LOENNEKE thought this odd a·t. 
the time because the individual made no attempt to assist 
DR. KING, but was more concerned with the ~aking of the pictures, 

LOENNEKE further stated that at the time the shot 
firedg he saw only one man in the courtyard or parking-lot 
beneath DR. KING's balcony 1 and this man he assumed was · 
DR. KING's personal chauffeur. 

was 
' . 

LOENNEKE advised that to the best of his knowledge 1 the 
shot that was fired came from the left of the firehouse and · 
from a position which could, not be seen from the window from which 
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he was observing DR. KING. He stated that at no time did he 
see a white ·male running from the area 1 and could. furnish no 
positive information concerning a possible suspect in this murder. 

LOENNEKE advised that he was unable to furnish any 
additional information at this time. 

93 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-fo-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4_;__/_1_5'-/6_8 ____ _ 
l 

P~t1rolman BAlmEV {L i~"l.~IG!ffi'Jr, MeBli~~ds Police 
Depa~tment, home a~d~@$S 4264 Dunm St~@et 9 Memphis, Tennessee, 
advi~ed as follows: 

On April 4, ll~68p !bl® -w:a~ a~~igrm<ecd, to a Tact Unit 
which is an emergency urmit. That ~nit co~sists of 3 auto­
mobiles with four police officSZ"'~ in each automobile. 
The automobiles cormiste@ of both Memphis Police Officers 
and Shelby County Sheriff v~ Office lDepuities. During ·the 
day of Ap~il 4, 1968, the m®mbe~~ of that emergency squad 
did change cars :from tim&@ il;,o tim:® im@ that at different times 
during the day he, hioo~elfj ~a$ ~i~irng with different 
police officers. They we~e doirmg this so that the members 
of the Shelby Coul!llty Sheiriff 9s <Officce did not feel that the 
Memphis Police Departmermt did l!llot wal!llt t@ work with them. 
Shortly before 6:00 PM 1 Apiril 4 9 1968, the 3 cars making up 
the emergency ~quad or Ta~t Unit parked in the driveway 

.. of ·the fire station at Maimi aimd E. Butler Sil:ireet:s. That fire 
~ta.tion is located ~ou.th of 11:h@ lr'comin:ng house from which 
the shot which killed IOl©{t't©TI" MA~'r][N Llr.lrHER IC[NG, JR., was 
believed to be fired. A f$~C~d in parki~g lot is ·located . 
between the fire st.at ion amtd that building. The 3 vehicles 
making up the emergel!ll~Y ~qua~ ~e1t'e parked facing Main 
Street.. Two of t!xie l!<ehi~Jl.e@l wewe ~:ide by w.i<C!e ,; and the 
thi:ird vehicle wast diireJ©tll.y b@lmi!ll.ld «.me of the 2 cars which 
f a«!ed e>nto Main Stt"@<eit,. 

He Wi1as siitting; :tn ithtS> lownge of the fire statiin 
at Main and E. Butler St)l"e@t~ ~hortly befors 6:00 PM · 
re.ading a new~paper · when h@ · h~a'.!rd rattling of the plate 
glass wirmdlow be.hind him. '1rhtei loull'llge uea of· that fire 
station il§l on the south ~id® ref the bitilding. He does not 
recall hearing army shot b~t ~rmly th@ rattling of the plate 
glass window,, and imm~diat@ly thereafter the other members 
in his emergency sq~a<dl b®gall'il 1t"\IJlRll1Tui1mg out of . the · north side ·, 

\ of the fire station buil©liWJ.g. He 1rarm out after• them and 
, on the outside of. the buildi~g h~ was ~urprised ·to find 

that the otbe~ m~bers of hi~ eme~gency squad w~re running 
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towa~d their eoo®ll"g~ncy vehi~l~~. Hera~ to Mulberry Street,. 
bu.n-8: ©l:fl,«:I not ca~oos ~h.1U.»tel1tlr'Y St,reet as tb<ell"<e) is a biglll rte- -' · 
itai~in1 ~all at Mulbell"ry Stll"®eto A~ h~ arriv~d at Mulberry 
St:ir®<et 9 otlll®ll? !ll~®mb<ew~ IOlf Jnis ®llBU<elll"~elKJ1(CJ sq_uad ba«II gon® beyond 
th® ~~taining wall 9 ha~ c~o2~ed M~lb®~ry Stre~t, and were 
at the li.JD~ll"~i~@ Motel. They~®~~ callilll\g out that Doctor 
MAKTX~ LYnDR KX~@ ha~ be~~ shot and th~ ~bot ~as believed 
tlOl have co~® from a~ apartment or ll"OOMing hous~ north of the 
fi~® $tatio~. Ee th.®~ ll"~n ba~k to the ~merge~cy vehicle 
whi<e1h he h.a<t:R pr®viou~ly b®l~)lll a!fj~igll'l\<ed to puked in the fire 
~tatio~ ~~iv~~ay facing Main Str®®tp a~d as he got into 
that vehicle 9 Pat~olman E, E. OOUGLAS also gpt i~~o the 
ijllhd.it 'i!With him 9 alllld Patrolman OOOOLAS imnn~diat®ly J~egan 
pu'(l;ting out a lt"acdlio bll"o:iu:iC!;la~t tbait; MART'.Ull' LUTDR JJlNG 
ha<dl bleeim slhot 6 ',.. •· ·, 

."'I; 

JHle doos imot ir~call sei~ing alltlY office:tr Jlll~ar Cantpe's 
Amu~iememr(t; Ce!lllter, 424 1\1:a).:ll'lll Stlr<f»®t p at the tim.e he/· ~nd Patrolman 
DOUG1I.cAS got into t~eiw eme~gG~~Y Ull1lito Aft®t Pa~rolman 
DOUGLAS lradiced the uw.~~&Siage tfula t KltNG had beemi sh·~t 9 they 
'ttlm<®nn dnoovs ttheu eim<ei~g~ll1l<GY uim:U; out omrlto Maixjl.· ·str,et » but 
iimstoad of turniimg nt1co:tr'th 'O:O'i'ailt°«ll the bluildin1::whe~, the shot 
whi~h hit Docto~ KXiij ~a~ b$lli®v~d to have beeim fired, 
th(ey ta.ll1rime«ll south ollll Maiim S'tl:t>G:J<et, cilrcled rar9.u!lll(tB 'lbe fire sta,tion···. · · 

-the~e, &ll1ld ~rov~ onto Mulb~~~Y Stre~t afflld iffll ~romi' of the 
Lorrai~e Motel. Th~y stopped aomeffllta~ily in front of the 
Lo~~aillll~ Motel Ollll Mulb®r~, St~e~t and th~~ p~ocseded Ollll 
~owllll Mulbs~ry St~eet to t~e ~®xt ~tr®st which is Huling 
AV<el!llU~p aimd they W~ll\t W~ft.11:; Ollll lfRulil!DI AVGllUl(® aimdl anoound to 
Main St~eet where th~y park~~ th@i~ e•®~g@llllCY unit in front 
of the buildillllg in whi~h the shot ~~ic~ hit KING was 
believed to ~ave be~llll fi~ed. He and Patrolman DOUGLAS got 
out of that e~erge~~Y Ullllit ~lllld tock a position across the 
~tr®@t f~cm that buil~ill\g oim Maill\ St~~~t to watch fo~ alllly 
~uapei©ts -who might COD'!ll~ out of the buil<dillllg. He e~timated ·1 
that it took h~ an~ Pat~olma~ DOOOLAS fro~ 2 to 3 minutes 
f~o~ the ti~e Boote~ KXNG ~a~ shot u~til t~~Y mad~ that 
~ircle arou~d the blo~k alllldl ~•® back to their position in 
froim~ of the buil.~irmg oim Misiirm Str<Se't. 

Re was d~essed irm ~a~k blue troue~rsp a royal blue 
~hi~t, a ~a~k blue tie, and a blue st~~l b®lm$t. He does 
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ll'll.ot lt'@~Bll a!Illyoll'fl~ illll tlm® a~@a ~~@ mig~t I»® ~@~~~ib~~ a~ 
w~a:irill'ill ~ Jlighi!: col@ir@«fl UJP>JP®JJ." g~1r'nim@1mt 9 ~ W~!llX>irng al!lytlllillllg 
w~i~h mig~t ~ese~bl@ a ~~@d. ~~ ~~~~ llll~t ~®~all &!Illy office~s 
illll a!Illy of th® po~iti~m~ ~1Clllll Maillll. ~t~~~t !ll'il f~o~t of that 
b\\Jl:131.<dli~g ,m~ll"tlhi of tlm~ fil'~ ~tiiti<Mll\ \'!Wnl~:i?.~ Jiu~ b(e)l@1 a. po~itioll'll. 
af'tt~no the $5lra!OJOti~. !BI~ @~xe~ imo'lt 1°®~ ml:ll Pa tiro.lmaau OOLLAl!U[ITE 
Olr' aillllY oitl.hl<ell" cff:ll<~~ll" :11"\\llll'llln\ill'fl~ pd't lllfo So Fi.xil:lllllr'~8 ffiCllmlG!ll'fiaJ afte:r 
'11:b~ ~hcctiimg. H~ doe~ lm<ot w~cc ~ll ~@~:i,rag :iuuy off i~e:o,o imealt"' 
Callllipe 0® Amu~em~!Illt te~te~, 4~i Maillll St~~®tp i~~®~iatdy after 
tnae sllboot:fl.ng. Simi~e Im® altlld tlm~ otl'm~:ir MellDlphitSJ Poli.Ce Of .!?:leers 
lt'®lt°® i!lllte,r~han.g1img <tHl\lr'~ alll\«fl W®lt~~ tti'lllti t©himll off to 1ricdle 
with m•b$Jlt"e of tlm® Sh~lloly (:«)UfmtY SheJF.':ftff 0 8 Offi~<e lO~puties 
in tbl!iliJti' 3 i9Bn$ll"l~llllCf V<elhl:iicle~ p th<$ oimly pi(e}:it>f:i'!Oln~ Jin~ can lfSCall 
a~ b~ing i~ th~ ®~@~g@lll\~1 v®hi~le whi~h h® ~a~ a~signed to 
at the ti~~ of tb~ a~c~tillllg w~~® Pat~olm~~ Eo Eo DOU/GLAS 
a.ind Li®ut®naimt Jo :~ o G!Wm!\LE'if o 
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• FD-302 (Rev, 4-1S-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April 15, 1968 

W'lLl,l.AM BISHOP KJNG f 1776 West Lloyd Circle, Memphis, 
Tennessee, was interviewed at the Central Police Headquarters, 
and furnished the following i:n:for·imwition ~-

KING advised he was r,,egular·ly assigned to 
Number 2 F1.re Station, Main and Butler, Memphis·; and that on 
April 4 • 1968~ he had I'eported to work at 7: 00 a omo, and was 
to work until 7:00 a.m., April 5, 1968. He advised that during 
this work shift, two of.ficers of the M.emphis police force had 
been on location .in the :fire station condurtirii; a surveillance 
of the KING party from a door to the rear ~f the fire station-

KING stated that he occasionally looked through holes 
torn in a newspaper which was being used to cover the rear 
door and to cover the surveilling office:r•s during this period. 

KING stated that he had been at the window observing .for 
approximately ten minutes at the ti.me DR. KING wa.s shot. He 
advised that during this five or ten minute period that he 
observed,DR. KING c~111e out of his motel room 1 ·and stood . ·, 
on the balcony for approximately three minutes prior to the 
ti.me he was shot. He stated that an individual was standing 
on the balcony with DR. K!NGi and that DR. KING appeared to be 
talkin~ to someone in the courtyard. At this time, KING heard what 
sounded to be a shot 1 and he noted DR. KING fall on the balcony. 
KING advised that he thought that it was a rifle shot because the 
sound had a zinging tone to it. ImmecHa tely DR o KING fell, 
confusion broke out in the motel. KING advised that he kept his 
eyes on the balconyi and did not actually look around the area, 
and that he 1 himselft was in a stunned state. At this time, 
someone else in the firehouse made the statement, "Let me see~" 
and he, KING s moved a.way from the door, and this person moved 
to the door. KING could not identify this person~ and advised 
that h.e moved back into the firehouse proper. 

KING stated that at the time he was observing the 
motel, that a Negro officer, a CHARLES STONE, and Lieutenant LOENNEKE 
were also at the window. He stated that he could furnish no further 
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names of individuals who might possibly have been obsEu•ving 
the l!llotel at the time DR. KING w~s shot. 

KING advised that he thought a shot came from his left, . 
and that a't . the time .he heard the sl'M)t 9 that KING fell a.pp:r'OXimately 
the same instant; however, KING stated he could not see any 
buildings to the left of where he wa.s standing nor cc>uld he see 
the open lot to the left of the .firehouse. KING advised ·that he 
did not see anyone outside -the building, other than those·persons 
in the KING group, prior to ·the shot. He also advised that 
follooing the shot, he did not see any policeman or any other 
indli.vidual in the street before he nnovedl away from the window • 

. KING a4vised that he could not identify any otller 
persons who~ he ~4d seen ~n the balcony either prior t~ o~ 
following the shooting o:£ DR~ KING as he was not, familiar• with 
these individuals by name. He does recall seeihg a Negro WQman 
in the doo~way of the motel room two doors down from the room 
of DR •. KING immediately after Ute ehoot1nga He also recal.led 
that the individual standing'by DR. KING at the time of the 
shot wae crawl:J.ng around on the balcony attempt:lntt to aid 
DR. KING. He advised that his view was restricted tc·either 
side, and that -because of the manner '•:i.n which the ho1e·s 1;were placed· 
in the newspaper, he could only see stra:tght ahea .. d. to the motel, 

KING could furni.sh no further :i.nformation concerning 
individuals who might have been j_:n or around! the mo·tel at 
the time of the shootingp and could :furnish no information 
concerrning any.automobiles outside the fire station as he. had 
not gone out of the station immecliately following the shooting. 
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F'D-3 02 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date _4_/_1_5_/i_6_8 ____ _ 

Patwolmm@ WKL~KM i. @ooss, Memphis Poli~® Depawtment 9 

h\@fll_lh® a)!U«ll:i!"@$3~ 4128 t'1JJtt\W:U.e~ ~ !Mliein!1pitllil.iii.!i_ 9 a©lviae«ll $1.9 foJllol/fi?® ~ 

Oim Apli" i Jl 4 i ].968 9 lhl@ W#9.t8 arB>Wl :ligl!!l0»<"dl to OJnl~ of 3 
®~®wge~~Y uimit~ wimi~h fflak@ ~P what is ~alle~ a ~a~t U~it fo~ 
~ornt~ollill1lg aJl1ly di~tUJrball1l©e~ ~hi~~ ~ig~t O©~U~ ill1l OOeimphis. 
Thooe 3 teime~g~ll11CJ uimit~ a~e ma~~ up of 4 m@im 9 ea~~ of both 
Meoopitlli~ Poli~@ Offi~er~ ~Jl1l~ IDep~ti®~ of the Sb~lby Couimty 
S~e~iff•~ Offi~e. Duwiimg tb® ~ay cf Ap~il 4~ 1968, the msn 
a~~igmed to tho~e ~nit~ ~haimg@d f~o~ ow® ca~ to the othe~. 
Fow that waa~oim, ~e ~oo~ wot r®~all who ~as i~ the ®me~g~n~y 
wehi~la with him ~wri@g the lat® aft@wThoo~ of April 4 9 1968, 
exc®pt Patlt"olman BILL DU F01!.m {pho@®ti~). 

Sholt"i.tly oofow® 6 :OO Pl\i 9 Aplf:ii.Jl 4 9 ].968 9 ithl8 3 
<ffl@~g@n~y ~@ita pa~ke~ at th® fir® st~tion at Mai~ a@d 
E. Butl@r Stweet$, Memphi~ 9 ~o that i.they might take a ~est 
b~eak. SiTh(Ce hi~ wif~ ha~ just gott®n o~t of the hospital, 
he W®@t to the telephorme iTh th® filt"e station to call and see 
biowu filh® wa~ f@eli~g 9 as th® oth®~ me~ were taki~g their west 
b~@ak. That fire $,tation is looated so~th of a buil~i~g 
orm MaiTh Stweet i~ which a shot whi(Ch killed Doctor KING is 
b@liev®d to have beeTh fi~@~. B?Jtw~®@ the fire station and . 
that build:ll.rmg is a fe@<ee:I il.lil pa:ii"kilIDg 1Lot Wli th a gaite irm f:ron:tt:,. 

As Im® wa~ tl:alkil.lilg -with his wd.f & , he S!iaw 1tbe other., 
m~IDJ. ilrll ~i~ eme~geiIDJ.cy Ull'!!it began ~ul.lilni~g o~t of the firs 
statioIDl. •. He does ~ot ~®©~11 heawi~g al.lily shot~ but he knew 
~om.®thi~g ~a$ w~o@g al.lil~ h~ imm@~iat®ly told hi~ wife hehad 
to lemv@ al.lil~ ~oul~ call h®~ lat~~. He ~a~ out of the fi~~ 
~tatiolID aft@~ th@ othe~ m~n al.lil~ tu~IDJ.@d ®ast ollll~® out~i~e the 

I 

tiw® atatiolID» a~~ he ~aIDJ. towa~~ Mulb@r~y Stw@et and th~ Lowraine 
™loit®l o Silrllce a high :ir®ita:i.IDJ.illllg wwall iw; lo©aited at Mulbtelt'l'Y 
St~e~t, he ~®W®W ~~o~~@~ that w@tai@illllg wall 0~ Mulbe~~y 
St~eat, but whe!ID he awwiwed at that poi~t ®ome of th~ other 
poliree off i~®lt® who had ~lt"0®,'8®d Mulb@rr>ll"Y afill.dl ~hro w@ir@ at the 
Lo~~ai~® Mot~l ~~ll®d out th~t Do~to~ KING h$d b@e~ ~hot and 
th~y believed the shot ha~ ~omG f~o~ 1llh~ building no~th of 
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• 
the fire st~tion. He r~n b~ck thr@~g~ th~t p~ss~gew~y 
w~i~h is between the fir~ st~ti@n ~nd t~e fe~c~d in 
l@t just north of the .fire statiorn 'll:@ Mal\ii'il Stre@t. Wh@n 
lhle $r>Fived at Mt~in Strieetv llltie rell:l~Jlls tlhlcel'.t"<.e w~re 2 M~mphis 
P©li«."t@! Off ice rs atnd als<r» $.- Drepu'ft:y Slh\®lf:i-:ff ~1.'.t'e~df on M~illll 
Strreet iim f:r•ont of tlhlra i:nllilding whel!"re tllaa s!m@t wiro.s believed 
t~ ~ave been firGd fr~m 9 h@wew~r, h® ~annot identify either· 
~f thos~ 3 officers. ~® took up a p@sitio~ in front of 
C~nipa Amusem~nt C~~ter at 424 s. M~in Street, Memphis. He 
~ctu~lly stood on Main Str@et in. f1"<0>nt of th;at doorw~y. 
After he tock up lhlis posi ti.on, !bl~ reci!R.lls se~ing a s11a tchel 
and a rifle in th.e doorw•my illll front o.f him. Those i tams 
were lying on what appeared to be~ gre~n pie~e of cloth 
milteriial which appefalred to be a bll!llnket or b®dspread. He 
did not touch u1y of tb~t m~teri8a!l 9 nor did he go near it D 

but he did watch it from his position. 

Shortly after he '!took up !mis position 9 which w~s 
within 2 or 3 minutes after he rec~iwed t~e report that Doctor 
KING had been shot~ he remained ~t th~t spot until the in­
vestigation w~s completed. lmm~di~tely after he took his 
position, 2 other members of the emergency squald c1111me to the 
p~rking lot~ which was between 'tliil<ei building in which he was 
then standing ~nd the fire st~tion. Those officers went into 
-thmrt pstrking lot and se&l.rched it thoroughly for anyone who 
might be hiding therei~, including~ ~lump of bus~ss lo~ated 
:a1l: the b~ck of tlhle parking lc»t tllt the rce'fc~ining wall. After 
thi<tlly found lrn(l) one hiding in tlhl~i.t !ffil"S$!. ~ they ©&\me out 9 locked 
the g~te on the parking lc't 9 &1n.d the 2 men $3il::Ood there to 
guard tlht~t g~te. 

After he h$!.d stood at lblis posi ti.on for a short 
time~ ~n individual~ who ~pp~r~~tly w~s t~® @plfJrat~r of 
Cani.pe Amusiement Center 9 c(lllme out [f!).nd informed him tlluit he 
h~d been ordered to the Memphis Police Station to make a report 
«»f whaJ1.t Ille lb.ad seen. He :infro>t'mad th$it individua.l that he 
©ould not le~vei the ~reai until h® (GROSS) h~d cl~&ll"ed it with 
his superior off :ice:r. A.f·Q:;<eir lhl®l cletared it with his supe,rior 
o·.ffic®>lt" v he told th® indi widual\l t(l) go ~head. Tb.ant m~n tlhliain 
got into his pi~k-up truck w~ich w~~ p~rk~d on Main Street 
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betweerm tJ.mce buil«tiiirn~ h~ -wa~ ~t~rm<dlirmg iru fE'olTht (0)f a!lll.d the :f i:re .;, 
st~tiorm armd ~rov® a~ay, appa~ermtly to the polic~ ~tation. · 

G~OSS a~vi~®d that h® ob6~:rv~d In~pe~tor N. Eo 
ZACHARY 9 Memphi~ Poli~e Depa~t~@rmt Hoooi~i~® Squad 9 and 
another office~ of th~ E~~i©i~@ Squa~p rma~~ urmknowrm, oome 
to the all:'ea alill©! colle~teid ith.~ ~atch@l, r:il.fl@, a!ll).~ gll."eein 
cloth --mat<e<rial which he had b~@irn, ~taim<!iill1lg ill'll front of • He 
not®d they did not touccb. ~ny of th.o~e i1t®ms, but u~ed ·hand­
k@it'(Cbief~ to pick iii: up. ~hey pla<e@<dl the rifle and the 
~atchel in th~ ~een cloth ~ate~ial 9 th~rm they picked up 
the gree~ ~loth containing the othe~ item~ an~·took it all 
to police headqua~te~s. GROSS obserwe~ this f~om a distance 
of approximat~ly 10 to 15 feet. 

0111 Ap,ril 4 i, 1968 9 he wa~ wear>ill'ilg da:t>k blue trouse:rsi, 
a royal blue ~hirtp a dark blue tie, al!lld a blue steel helmet. 
He does !l10t ~e~all anyo1me in th~ a~@a who might have been 
wea~ing a~ uppe~ ga~m~1mt w~ich might be de~c~ibed as 
~bite or lig~t colow®d.9 and.who wa~ wearing an item of cloth­
iimg which mi.ght be descil."il.Jed as a llM>od. !f'2;1 does not l"ecall. 
$~eilll\g Pat~olman DOLLA~li~E or alll\y othe~ police officer 
JrUlI!\llililllg on. Maill'il St:i!"eiet imea:rt', the u • .S .. , Fixtures .. off :ice 
momel!hts afte:ir the shooting.· . 

' 
. He advi~e«ll -~hen the 3 em~!'('g~n.cy ~X)li ts' puked by: t)?.e 

fi~~ station sho~tly befo~e 6~00 PM 9 April 4 9 1968 9 they parked 
illll the fi:tr'e station idiwiveW11ay faci!Thg time unitt:i toward south 
Main Street. Two eme~ga!lllcy u~it~ were pa,rked side by side 
a!Thd the_thi~d unit was park@~ dir~~tly behi~~ cn.e of the front 
two. He su~mised that if the per~o!lll w~o ~hot Docto~ KING 
had •fire«! the ~hot f:irom the buil©li!Thg n!OO."th of; the fire 
station on. Mai rm Str>eett, aimd· it hat iim<dl i viiJual .· had thel!l run 
out, of the buildiiig O!lllto Main Stlt"eet alJi\d hid·''turimed south· on 
Main. Street, tb~ fir$t thing that in.dividual would have seen 
would hav~ been 3 police cat"~ in the driveway of the fire 
station. Although those 3 emerg~ncy police vehicles were 
unmanned, he feels that is pos~ibly what bappeirned in this 
instance and that i!i!i why th'E» tu.1~pect dropped. 'fl:he rifle, 
sat0bel and green cloth blanket or bedspread, which was in 
f:roimt of the Canipe · Amusemeimt Center at 424 S. Main Street .• · 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date 4/6/68 

Mr. CHARLES HARDY U.lmLEY, Advertising Layout 
Department, National Food Company, 1797 South Florida 
Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, fumished the following information: 

Mr. atJRIIY said that he parked his car~ little 
south of the Canipe Amusement Company, 424 South Main Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee, at 4 :45 p. m. , on April 4, 1968 41 He said 
that his car was faciig in a northerly direction and was 
immediately behind a white Mustang vehicle of an unknown year, 
which was immediately -in front of the Canipe Amu~ement Company~ 
H.URLBY said he saw one white male in the Mustang car but could 
furnish no physical description of the man as it was to~ dark 

· in the man •s car 'fo enable him to get a good look .at the man. 
Mr. H.UIU.,BY stated that he looked at the license plate Qf the 
Mustang ._and believed it to be an Arkansas license with the 
·first two letters being "AL.u Mr. H,~BY said he could not. 
be positive of the two letters "AL 0 on the license, but he 
believed these letters did appear on the license. 

Mr. ~BY said that he could furnish no further 
information regarding the white Mustang.and its lone Qccupant 
as he, Mr. HlJRLBY, drove away at 4:48 p.m. on April 4, 1968, 
and the man was st ill in the car when. ,he left. 
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PEGGY JANE HURLEY II customer services, s_eabrook 
Wallpaper Company, 421 South-Main $treet, Memphis, -advised 
that at about 4845 pom .. I) April. 41) ,1968, one of the gi_rl~ :i,.n . 
t;he front showroom called t<;> her , and told her that. A~t' ll~~-13.~lld 
was waiting_ •n --the street from> net~"- t,pon hear-ing this· she' ·went, 
to t;he shawroom and told the ~irl that·was not her husband~e 
~nii, Fa;l.~on but it -Y~s a whi t.e Mtts:t.ang o. A :few minutes la~er · 
Mrj'~ . HURLEY stated tluit h®r hU,rsbarfi\d did pull up in their w,bi te· 
.F~~on and pa:t>ked b@hill'lld th® white M11st.ang.which was'parked in 
;tint of: Canipe•s Amuus•ents dir~~tly a~ross t.~e street .. ; She l~ft 
work,~r,~sed the st,reet and proceeded h©me with h~r husband~ 
She' said that. when_ they arrived home they heard oxf the n~ that" 
MAR'l'IN-'tiWHER KING had been shot at the Lorraine Hotel, and that 

.. 

_ ·the sus~ct hact ·.gt>tten away in a ·wh:tie M~st(,lng.. She ~;aAd that s11e.' _ -·:, 
· ·\\:~•::,J~_ 'an(l'"her· ~u$l:,a~d_ began to ta".t about:_ t~e ·white Mustan'l• :,i,ltich was~· .,''~;i, 

,:·:,.;f\l/• .. park~d ,.right in front 0£ her·husband•~·car when he.pu:J{ed her • 
-,·:;, - , .. up on Main Street. She said her husband told her that 'hf;l .n<!>'ti~ed 

that ·this Mustang had Arkans~s license pl~t~s. on it. He ~ilsc> ___ .-- , · 
said. that he noticeid a white man sitting in·the Mustang., /He.-said 
he was ,wearing what appeared to be a dark -suit ... · Mrso· ·mm..t-EY . 

-~ stated she did remember a man sitting in· the car when she left 
work, but she could not deterqline what kind of clothes 'h' was j 
wearing or wnat color hair he'hado 

.,;• ·. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

E~IZABETH COPEJ:AND, · cu,tomer servi:c~s,· :i$~abroe~ . : 
wallpaper Company, 421 South Main Street, Mempliis,htadvisedl that. 
at ·about 4s.45 p.m. o ApJ:il 4o_ 19680 she saw a white car,pull up 
and park 2t,c:ross'the street .. She ·said~that she called• to,PEGGt 
HURLEY tt>·, tell hel that her husband had arrived as he usually· ..... 
did at this · time daily. When PEGGY · came to the front show,~oQit.f: 
'.she looked out the window cmd t:old her/) . ELiiABE.TH COPEIANJ>ij · · . i 

that ·the car· acrosa · the street was not her· husban4Js::•.~~~an~~-~~~ •waa,- a -
Mustang. She state~ she looked again at the cal' and saw·~aere was a 
white man with dark' hl)lir r=-i.tting in.-'the driver's. seat. She· added 
that she believed the man was wearing a dark colored coat. Mrs.. ,;,ci_:{ 
COPELANl) stated Mr~ .. · HtJRµ:y•s husband pulled .UP .,in a few· mip.qtEUL ./'t-_' 
and then proo~eded to leav~- -w'i th · his wife. _ At. -~ i: 20 Mrs ♦- co~!;-LMfP ;,, 
stated that h$r husband who normally. picke4 her up daily :a:tt~pee,-: 
to park ac;:ross· the. street.;,. but the .cu:a;-b wa$ completely filled ~itW. 
vehicles,. and he had to. double· ,park next .. to :the white· car which.~.;, ... ;\· 
she tnought.was a Mustango · She sai~ when.her husband arrived.sh~ 
left work, · crossed th~ street and got in her husband• s car and · . -. 
left for home. She :advis~d 'iihen she went t<i> get in-_her husband.'s . ·. 
car she noticed that there was no one. s'itting in ·the white· Must•~~•-
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.FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ____ 4_/_7 /_6_8 ___ _ 

Mrso FRANCES B. THOMPSON, Bookkeepero Seabrook Wall 
Paper Company 0 421 South Main Streeto Memphis, Tennessee, advised 
that she finished work on·April 4 0 ; 1968, at approxim.ately 4:30 
p~m.o and was in the company showroom at the front of the·store 
waiting for her daughtero She said that at about 4:30 or 4:4S 
pom .. , she saw a white automobi.a.• drive up and park acrosis the 
street from her in front of-. Canipe 1 $ Amusement company, 424 South 
Main Street 0 Mrs. THOMPSON said she thought the car belonged 
to PEGGY HURLEY's husband and that he had come to get PEGGY: however, 
PEGGY loo~ed and said that this car was a Mustang and that· Mr. HURLEY 
would be driving a Falcono 

Mrs. THOMPSON said that her daughter picked her up at 
approximately 4: 45 p.,m., o and the two of them le ft the areao She 
said that ~hen she left at 4i45 pomo, the~e was a white male 
sitting in the front seat of the white Mustango Mrs0·:1.,TaOMPSON 
wa.si- .unable to furnish any other information concerning this 
individualo . 
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l Date __ __,,4~/_7._,_/'--'6...,8~------

DAVID, HARRISON OWENS, Credit Manager, Seabrook 
Wallpaper Compa~y, 421 South Main Street, Memphis, advisea:· that, . 
on April 4, 1968, in the afternoon, he was working in the' warehouse 
at the rear of the storeo . He stated that at_. 6i'00 Pomo, he ~nt 
to leave the building in order to go home and he noticed that 
there wei:-e policem~n everywhere and there was a great deal of 
noise in the str~eto . 

He said he saw a lot of pol~cemen in front of the doorway 
at Canipe• s Amusement Company and·· he assumed that there had been , 
a robbery at Canipe• s Amusement company.. He state·d that he saw 
several policeme~ looking down at an object whi~n was lying on 
the s idew~lk in front of the doorw,ay at Caniptn s Amusement · 
company and it app~ared to be a large canvas object about twelve 
inches high and five feet long., Mro OWENS said that the· object· 
reminded him of a large mailbag. He said that when he went · 
to ieave the store with Mr. COOKSY and.Mr~ HOLT, they were 
questioned by policemen, and were giv~n permission to leave the 
area, which they did., 
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Mr., GEORGE ROWLAND HARDINGu Room 3, 386½ South 
Main Street, advised that he is unemployed and that he is 
living at this rooming house at the present timeo Mr. 
HARDING stated that on the af~ernoon of-April 4, 1968, he went 
to Jim 0 s Grill located at 418 South Main and ordered a bowl 
of chili and a quart of beero 

He further stated that he sat in the last booth 
with a person by the name of HAROID PARKER who works for 
Yellow Cab .. 

Mr. HARDING stated he was in-the grill when a police 
offioer came to the door and instructed everyone to stay in the 
grillo He said he learned later that MARTIN LUTHER :KING had 
been shot. He ·said he feels certain he heard a ·shot, b~t did 
riot realize it-was a gun that_ was fired at that timeo 

Mr~ HARDING explained that he had been sleeping 
most_ of the· day and when he awoke he was hungry. . He said he 
had been drinking heavily before he went to sleep and, therefore, 
was not too aler.t when he walked down to Jim 8 s Grill. He stated 
he does not recall seeing any cars on the street either being 
driven or parked and does not recall seeing any people.on the 
street before he entered Jim's Grillo Mro HARDING advised he 
cannot furnish any additional information concerning the activities:: 
that took place in the immediate vicinity of Jim•s Grill at 
the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was shot~ 
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\ . Mro ROSERT··B. WHE8LER,' 908. imery.str.et, ~emphla~ .. ·, 

advise~ t:hat he is employed as ·:a _d;river ·of ·a: lift truolc 'for 
M_- -E~ cr~e~, 415 Seut, Front·· $tre_et~:' Mempbis. 

, Mr.. WBEittER Jdvised t;hat. he got ·off 'work . at; ·s :90 ! . · 

· _p .. m .. ., -U.~ ~alked.-to JimJs Gril·l -located _at 418 ~outh.Main . 
StreettJ \Memphis. ·He ·stated ·that prier to ·.going .to· Jim•.~ 

.,#''····-- .. Grill. hewas,w.aitirrgm:-~he, )~C1>rner of Seutll Front s.treet. .. d. Jtulibg 
Street to ge~ a. riae home o He said.· that when he was, unab-le · 

· to get· a :s;ide. }le started walking d01wn. 1:'.he east siae· .. Pf south 
. Main Stre~t ~ Mr o Wl!;BE~R stated that wh,en :_he was· al.most ~n . ..,. · 
-f~ent of Jim's Gr-~11 'he was· told ·by fiiOIJ\~OX:\e~ pX'Obably a:Memphis · _;: ._ 
P0licem.an.o~·- a ))epJty Sheriff, to go ·inside of Jim•$ .. Grill _and . . •':~ . 
stay there· and then the ·door was lockede · ._. . · . . · , .. ; 

He .said he.was walking al9ne and was·not ·awai-e. of any 
activity in the immedlate area·at that titneo _.He said sane tim• 

· after ~ntering Jim •.s G~i.11 he · learned that MM.tTIN ;tm,BER J.Q:NG­
had been shet. · .Mro WHEELER stated he ~id ~ot hear• ihe shpt and:· 
·be did not see anyone running# walking- or·c~rrying·anything in 
the imm•diate areao He said he doe~ no.t·_ ¥"ecall ·any: cars parked 
in t~e imm•qiate area and-does not·~eeall seeing any_~ar-drtve . 
away while;}le was walking down:south Main Street from the . 
inters•ctio~-of_Buling and sou.th ~ain to Jim's Grill •. 

Mr .. WHEELER ·advised he cannot-furnish any additional 
infomati<>n concerning any &C?lti vi ty that took· plac• in that. · : 

· i~ediate · area at .. the time. MARTIN LUTQR Kl)'G, w~s _shot •. 
' . ., •' 

Mr. WHEELER.said. the ~ove a~tivity took. place on 
April 4. 19~e~·-·· .. . 

~: . . .. 
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'. ofL12/6El ·. at Memphis, T~nnessee 

. SA ·O. ·.·aMBS HOLBROOK . , . . . 
by · SA . RA~~y E. ~~B _:'. . QI; z:a,j . . .. · .. ·µa~ _djc~ted · , ~-. •l~ai!~. 

· This d~cument contain• neither recommendations :nor conoluslons.ot"t.be fBJ •. ; It i~.tbe,~p• ot ~-• t'Bl •,·•• ••d. to , 
· :voui 11~nlo1;it andlte oontent,a are ·not~~ 'be distributed ou,aide ~'.ll' .. N'enor, · : .. , ,. . . • . 1 . •• , . . ·• 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Mro FRANKLIN WILSON RAY, JRo, 3639 Allendale Road, 
Memphis, advised he is employed as a salesman by the Tayloe 
Paper Company, 420 South Front Street 0 Memphis. 

Mro RAY advised he left work approximately 5:30 p.m.~ 
· on April 4, 1968, and walked alone directly to Jim's Grill 
located at 418 South Main, Memphiso He stated he walked east 
on Huling Street toward South Main and when he reached the 
corner of Huling and South Main he walked diagonally across 
the street to Jim 0 s Grill~ He stated he does not recall 
walking past any cars other than STEVE CUPPLES 0 1959 whit~ 
Chevrolet which·was parked across the street from Jim's Grill. 
He sai~ he recalls there was a line of white cars parked at 
the curb near the entrance to Jim 0 s Grillo 

He said he was not aware of any-activity in the 
neighborhood and that he was playing pinball machi~e and shuffle­
board machine when a deputy sheriff came to the door and 
advised that no one was to leave until further not'ice. He 
said shortly thereafter an indiv~dual who he believed to be 
with the police department came. to the door, ·requested that 
each one put their n~e and address on a sheet of paper · 
and it was at that time he learned th~t MARTIN LQTHER KING 
had been shoto He said he does not recall looking out 
~he window while playing the pinball machine and shuffleboard 
machine, but as soon as the deputy sheriff entered. he·recalls 
looking out the window and saw STEVE CUPPLES! 1959 Chevro·let 
parked across the street and JI~ WALKER's white ·Fairlane · 
Ford parked just south of the entrance of · Jim I s Gri 11. He 
added he also saw JOWERS' Cadillac parked directly in front 
of the entrance of Jim 8.s Grill~ · 

Mro RAY stated he was .concentrating on .playing t~e ·. j 

pinball machine and shuffleboard machine and was not aware · ,~ 
of any activity in the immediate neighborhoodo He·said:.it was 
not until sometime later that he learned MARTIN LUTHER KING ' 
had been shoto He stated he did not hear the shot and cannot . ..·:·~ 
furnish any infqrmation concerning the activity in the neighborhoo¢i · .· .. '. 
such as people walking or running, cars parked or being driven or . , 
any other activity o :' ,~ 

111 } 
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4/12/68 at ___ M_em_'_p_h_i_s_,-e-=T.,,,.e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e __ File # _ME __ 4_4_-_l_9_8_7_. -----,.--
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• FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

•. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION '· ,•!~~.:i~'l.'~-~ 

4/7/68 Date __________ _ 

l 

ROSIE LEE DABNEY, waitress~ Jim 9 s Grill, 418 South 
Main Street, Memphis~ advised that on April 4, 1968, she came 
on duty at about 3~00 p.m. She stated that everything seemed 
normal up until about 6:00 p.m¢ when she heard that a shooting 
had occurred. She added that she saw nothing·out of the 
ordinary, and could provide :oo further information. 

112 
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·it1~,. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April 15, 1968 

Mr. HAROLD E. PARKER, 1054 Meada Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, advised he is employed as a driver for Yellow Cab 
Company, 581 South Second Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Mr. PARKER advised he got off of work at approximately 
4:00 p.m. on April 4, 1968. He s-tated he left the cab·he · 
was driving at the gas pump at approximately 4:00 p.m., checked 
in with his day's proceedings, and then left in his 19p9 white 
four door Rambler, License Number, Shelby County AS 6131, which is 
his personally owned auto. He stated he drove this car to the 
area of Jim's Grill, which is located at 418 South Main Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee.· Mr~ PARKER stated that it is his estimai;e 
that he arrived at approximately 4:15 to 4:20 p.m. at Jim's 
Grillo He commented that when he arrived, he drove past the. 
Grill, and parked near the intersection of Huling Street and 

. South Main Street. He said he does not recall what cars were 
on the street at that time, but does recall specificai1y·that 
Mr. JOWERS' Cadillac was parked almost directly in front ,of 
Jim's Grill. . He explained that Mr. JOWERS. owns ·and oper~~,es , 
Jim's Grill. Mr. PARKER stated he can~ot recall wha~ oth~f .. 
cars were on the street or what other cars were between his ..... ---···:,, 
1959 Rambler and JOWERS' white Cadillac, but believe~ t,hat there1 · 

was at least one, if not two, cars between his and.JOWER&' car. 
He stated he has no idea as to the color, make, or m!>4el of the· 
cars between his and JOlYERS' car. '. ,1 ·, 

Mr. PARKER stated he was in Jim's Grill having his 
evening meal of chili and·beer. He said he was sitting in the 
last booth in the Grill with a person whose name he knows·,\as 
GEORGE HARO,ING.· ,He stated he does not know HARDING'S occu'pation 
or his address, but commented, that HARDING frequents Jim,~~ Grill 
quite regularly. Mr. PARKER added there were a number of · 
people in the Grill during the entire time that he was ·there, 
and that there were several young men playing the shuffleboard, 
ping-poQg machin~, and the jµ~el:>ox. He said he was not aware.of 
any activity outside of Jim's Grill until a Deputy Sherif.f 
entered Jim's Grill sometime after 6:00 p.mo, and tol~ everyone 
in the Grill to ~emain there: un~il they were advise~ t~er, co.uld 

113 
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leave. 
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SAs HARLEY E • GYLFE 
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Mr. PARKER. stated be stayed ill'll his booth the entire time, 
and did nQt look out the window at a.ny time until he left .• 
He said tie was not aware of what occurred out in the street, 
and in the immediate area until Mr. JOWERS asked him ·1f he. had 
heard .. the shooting. He stated he told JOWERS he had not ·heard 
any shooting, and.· was shortly· thereafter advised that MARTIN LUTHER·. 
KING had been shot. He stated he definitely 4id not hear' 
any shot fired while he was in Jim's Gr:i.11. · .: '·· 

.· ,-

Mr •. PARKER stated he did not notice any new faces · 
in Jim's Grill while he was there, but commented the only, 
~:ndividual he actually knew was GEORGE HARDING, who shared the 
booth with him. He said he kn.ew there were a number of regular 
customers in Jim 9s Grill, and these were young men who are employed 
by the'Tayloe Paper Company,· but 'he is co~pletely unfamiliar 
with their names.' ,, ·. 

·Mr. PARKER stated the only oar he can remember on the 
street in front of or in the immediate area of Jim's Grill 
when he entered Jimvs Grill was Mr. JOWERS' white Cadillac. 
He stated he cannot recall any individual or individuals_ e:i.ther · 
walking or running in the immediate area of Jim's Grill when 
he entered to have his meal. He stated he can furnish no . 
information whatsoever concerning the shooting of MARTIN ~UTHER 
KING on April 4, 1968 .• 

J!.14 
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F'D-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDER AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date Aprj J J 5 9 J 968 

Mr. JIMMIE RICHARD SANDERS, 1687 Childers Street 
(Frayser), Memphis, Tennessee;, advised he is employed at 
Wood Parts, Inc., 1590 Texas Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 
Mr~ SANDERS stated that on the evening of-_April 4, 1968, he 
left his place of business at 1 Wood Parts, Inc. at approximately' 
4 :00 p.m., and -took a bus to the Arcade Restaurant, located at 
the corner of Ca_lh!»un Street and South i/1ain Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, which i"S approximately one long block from Jim's 
Grill, located at 418 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 
Mr. SANDERS stated he walked from the intersection of South Main 
Street and Calhoun Street to Jim's Grill, and arrived at 
_Jim's Grill at approximately 5~00 p.m. He stated he was alone,_ 
and entered Jimes Grill for his evening meal. He stated his 
reason for eating at Jim's Grill was because he had rented a 
room at 390½ South Mafn Street for three or four days, which is 
in the immediate area of Jim's Grill. 

Mr. SANDERS stated he sat in a booth for a while 
and at the counter for a1' while 3 ordered his eveni,ng meal, and 
had several beers. -

Mr. SANDERS advised that while he was eating his 
meal 1 he recalls that at approximately 6:00 p.m. a Deputy Sheriff 
came to the door of Jim 1 s Grill and advised everyone in the 
Grill to remain there until advised they could leave. He said 
that at the time he had no idea as to why everyone was told to 
stay. He said sometime later everyone in Jim's Grill learned 
that MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot that evening from somewhere 
in the immediate area o·f Jim 1s Grill., Mr. SANDERS stated he 
did not hear the shot that was fired that killed MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, and added he was not aware that KING was staying in the 
immediate area of Jim's Grill. Mr. SANDERS commented he did not 
go to the window to look out after the Deputy Sheriff instructed 
everyone to stay in the Grill. 

Mr. SANDERS advised he was not aware of any cars or 
people on the street when he .walked from the intersection of 
Calhoun Street and South Main to Jim's Grill. He stated he is 
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certain there were many cars both parked and.being dr4v~~ .on 
South Mai~ Street,. and that there were likely many people 
walking in this area, but added he was not aware of any particular 
individual or any particular car in this area. Mr.·SANDERS • 

·stated he cannot furnish any information whatsoever concerning the 
shooting of MARTIN LUTHER KING~ . . . 

; I 

I 

lJl.6 
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OTHER PERSONS WHO HA]? oonACT WXTij UNKNOWN SUBJECf 

,, 
-, 

::, ; '· YORK ARMS COMPANY 
;,, -: -- 162 S • MA XN STREET 

M,!!il>HIS L-1:!~~SEE 

(This section of the report pertains to the 
purchase of bino~ular~ by the Ulllknown Subject 
on April 4~ 19689 at York Arms Compan.y 9 and a 
subsequent inquiry that was made in the 
immediate vicinity of York Arms Company o·) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 5, 1968 

.-.'. Mr, --RALPH_ MEREDrru CARP.EN"1~ER}fi1,~:~-~J}D_Wi.bin ,::}?.~f~_et, 
,: M:emphis_~:~ .. Tennes~ee ,.·.:;telff P.hone 685:..5~18-·,·~-a~vt~ed -·tha t"'h'e'":ii~ ''a 

· :.:., salesman. at-;.the Yo:rk .. Arm:si Company,:locate..d•; at~,.162--South Mn:tn 
Street, ·M_e1nph~s_>: .. /•'·~: ?· :'···:· .· . )j,:. _: /:.:.· ·. ::ii)/:'. .. :·/:~·/'::-:. _ '· ,: . 

. ·,: :·.· . . : .. Mr_..\·CARPRNTER'<'tffirllsj\t.hat :'ya~.~?.f~a}':,;\~A~t~:i;,i44~1,\1968, 
··.he· was 1n ••:the:' apov.e ... ment1,oned s:tor~, t8,lk1ng,ttO:j:.'qn_e:~of:.~the· ·· ·. 

other salesmen in'. the "stoX'e·:.y.ihe'n .. an' ·indi vidtial'~_enterel;;'d~~:and •'.· ,.· 
subsequently ho1ight · from· hi.riJ"f a, pair;..:of Bushn~-llih:ti<>~'t'.hars,;;~/,:.'. . 
'i'his i.nd:1. vidua~:-::,,ent~red:;th_Eh#~tore,,,at ·ab9g.t :;,~ ~-:qo;:;.in,fth~;,-~;:,?0···\_,; /.·· · 

afte1•1.1oon, 'Mr'.'.CARPEN~.l'ER' est'1fuat:es;tthi's·~~to"'½oe:::-<the· co1•:rect .... 
ti.me fl.1.ld, \in-.pa_i-:t' :i:~a.,,e$;~hr~re~tijiial~ •;~pn\-:_tl:~·•:~ac.,ti~',tl~.~t:tr:r;· .. 
t l:ere were.;; pic~et~(i~P,~.Fi\9ing pjJ.lin,~,::tt;otr~,~f o. ~::\:~~O.fe?· ~ t '.{_tha t 
~ une . · . M~~./~ C.~R.PE!'!TE~~~r,$q,p. l l~~t-ha t,.~9.1. th •. :n~:~l{ij.fJ.µa 1 ,\~'f_GJ!:,~d ed 
furtp.er,.-:,1nto.'rthe ':storf.f:,he t.u:rned ·:to-<:-this·.'1nd1~.i¢1.ua1 ana.:.-a-$._ked 
if he. ·col1ld·:.f_be-::.o~~;a,~~i!~tan~~[ 11.:~e·;~!n.~:ividual::'· ,. atect_:.~;~_~t\~~. 
w~shed'•'' to P';1X'CJ)Et${~,t,sqwe)1t>tpoc am;~i~la;nd M ,J • }.tT :R!~·~l)1( ,. 
h:un that he was' about out~~off nooula.rs a --· he!W _tJ:• 1''·r· 0 

only cmes he;, hn.dt~,1.n·"sst'ock'.;1:,velep:a:-tfp'a::ir· sel . '· _, , @~~aJjd<'.< . 
ru1other pair s.ell~.1?g•J~pr.;{nineJ)~-so~e,/d91; .;h~i;~).nd~~,~--~\'P.~.! 
stated that·:Jle_;1ib~,.:l-1e:ved~·these. .. ,were•:,:too,.h1g. ,pr1ced .. '.fqr h,JJfi, r· _ 
r..nd thon Mr./·CARP~NTER-recal:,led., that..l,,the,re might.be a cheaper 
pn i r o :f b:i. u oc lt la:fit_. i ri ·\t he?w :incfo,vJ;andt{af~·\tf,i_~:ceg~· tJ:i:i~(ind ~ v id ua 1 
thf~ t he would f in(f-out ... i.M!'..,f CAR~.ENTER;ith<?,/1'.'~_µpor('went;\ to 
the cUr;;play w:i.ndow -~n ·· the'.\'.1?fr,_ont .'9.;t:,;.the;1~.:std,re.,~1 at;d ·_determined 
that there was 011 d1.splay:;a.,.<pa.ir of/Bushrrn·11 ·binoculars 
selling for $39,95, He br.mig11t'·::these''binoCJJ:l9.;rs.):)ack to 
tbo customer· and explainedi t'ha t 'they. vmre,.., a.~}Japan·es~;(import· 
of better qun.H.ty. • 'l'he:.i.ndi_v:i.dual:seemect>to··}in~icat.e,~that ·. 
h0 either recogni:ied. tho· na:ine. or _.that::.11e:a:gr.eed\that~~there 

. ti . ·,. ,... ' . ·.. -·. , • .• 

we;:e some good .Ji:l panese i111ports ;,; · The::::custqm_e.r4,i_raisect·ithe. 
b:l.noculars ·:to his, :_~yes. :a_n4_~;:;in' :;~o&f~.\Jii:a··'ll~:~,,jr,r· ,:,< ..••• :;, • ,· ,£~;1·1: d:' .. 
by· Mr. CARP1fN_. 'r~R,i~:l~P .. ~\pa.t~d·, tha t;'!;t~e. , . biu' .:-~_-"_i __ . ·. ).'. 
'H'ceptable , · .. : . · ·· , ...... ". .. . . . /~·:.~. ,-

< , ·. • ·, ~1r'.\m~;1'E: :eca.l ls ; t ha · · , iit:;, <'j~_:_.:.•_·_s··;1.:_·_.;:s~.~~: .. ·.: __ ·:.·:_~,--·.; .. ; .. ,.':·'::'.:.,;_·_.:·_~1-·•.f:7~ __ ·· .. _'.,".:_:1:.'1_:.· 
i.ns truot:~ons {were Jin. \.the -~:px:1 aii<.i:l~ . M - . '.'_ 

that t~e1~.f .-w9re,~ .. iri,~tt,;}totj\$.U~l-in~:-.t,~~~,, u h,t:f.-W ,1·,,.' 

ne~d.ed,::~:.t~}t}~~t ~no~1~J-ti~}Ot,>8x~E~:~(t_~.e~~}.. tf;; 'Jr .. ,:_, · 
. ·.::,~::-~ 

On a Ji;;';,(,'s~,<:(.:·:·:::~;,~1t 
sA Ront~,;· w? Goobwni 

by ·SA •:RALPH 3;:;;,LIEWER+litf 
.. , - ~ ,.t---:. . ;,, .-...:r;~:?•.t 

This document contains n~itl'ieRj~-~omni:e,'hd 
your agency; it and its conterit~·are not'}o b.e dis~fnj ~' -ou, .. . . _ . ., 
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just place them to the eyes and adjust the eye pieces. Mr. 
CARPENTER recalls that he wrote on the box in which he 
placed the binoculars the price $39~95 and the amount of 
tax which was $1.60 and,added the two figures for a total 
of $41.55. He placed the sales slip and the box with the 
binoculars in it in a gray paper bag which bears the name 
of York Arms on its side" The binoculars were in a leather 
or similar type carrying case. The store does not record 
i01~ ffiial.illllt:lltilrn SSJ.l'.'i:!l:I JL lllUtm.b®ll"S f@xt' it;h®Se bilt30CUlffi:ir"S mmd it is 
not knoW!Dl what, i'fi:. any 9 serifil!], number wgfus on this particular 
pair of binoculars. 

Mr. CARPENTER stated that th~:'l binocul~rs were 
Bushnell brand and wer® 7 by 35 size. 

Mr~ CARPENT~'R described the customer as follows: 

Race: 
Sex: 

·Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: 

Eyes: 

Complexion: 
Build: 
Scars and marks ~ 
Regional accent~ 
Dress: 

119 

White 
Male 
26 = 32 years 
5 feet 11 inches 
160 pounds to 175.pounds 
Bla~k or·dark brown 9 neat 9 

combed str~ight back and not 
p~rted. It was neither very 
long nor shaggy. 
Color not recalled; no glasses 
worn 
Ruddy 
Medium 
None recalled 
None noticed 
Dark suit, not known whether 
or :not pants matched coatj but 
rec:m.lls pants did not contrast 
with coat; color of shoes not 
known but not in sharp contrast 
to other clothing; no hat worn; 
white shirt with noticeably wide 
space at the._col:lar 9 neat looking;. 
dark tie with light stripe which 
covered entire tie, which was 
tied in~ long slender knot which 
did not fill the space between;; 
the collars; tie was noticeat,iyt,?t 
pulled to one side 9 not in keep~ng 
with generally neat appearance, .of 
customer; no jewelry remembered. 
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Facial characteristics~ Average fullness; -nothing 
regarding the eyes9, nose, 
ears or. .o_ther f ea tur>es · 

•noticeable. Customer 9s 
hands were ne:at, though 
nothing outstanding was 

. noticed about them.· 

Mr. 'CARPENTER recalls that the i~dividu~l rea©hed 
into lilis right f·romrt pan~I pook®t. to get the money with wtdch 
to pay fw~ ~~®.binooularli, •. Th® money ~ms no~ in a·billfold. 
or a molll®Y cl:lp. Th® cusiomer wit.hdr@WJ two $20 bi-~l~ ··from 
a ro11 · which ·cQntained s~veral other bills, at least. two of 
which Mr. CAR'.i?ENTER believes w@re $20 bills. The cu~t@mer 
also took a .$:Loo bill from this roll and then reachecl into 
·his other· front pocket with his left hand and ,secured two 
quart~rs and a nickel, m~king a total of $4L 55 for the 
payment. After purchasing the binocqlars 9 the customer 
walked from the store and Mr o CARPENTER told··- him to "hurry 
back" or s9me $imilar parting statement 9 and the customer's 
.reply is not,:r.-•called, if any was made. Mr. CARPENTER does 
not know whi.ch ,direction'.-the customer took after leaving the 
store i - · ; - ' 

',: .. , , · · Mr •. -CARPENTER do~s. not·. recall ever having seen 
this indivhtyal before iii, the -store or elsewb.erE! 9 ;.-bt.tt -feels 
relatiY-@:Jy,,certain that :if he,,sees him again he would be 
able to recopize him. · 

">-} 

. The customer, While in·the store, 
see any other "merchandise ·-- such as ri£ les or 
ammunition of any ~ind~ ~nd ma<te_rio inquiry 
any other merchandise. · 

did not ask to 
guns or 
at all concerning 

'?J 

Mr. ''CARPENTER stated that when the customer entered 
the store CARPENTER was near the front of the store talking 
to Mr. VERNON YORK. Further back in the store he believes 
CHARLES GIBSON was near the cash register 1 and Mr. HUGH 
BADDLEY, a clerk, was also somewh,re in the store. He believes 
~lso that possibly Mr 6 CORDRA YORK, JR., may have been in 
the store, but he does not know-whether or not any of these 
individuals took notice of the customer. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG~TION 

1 
Date __ 4_/_1_6_/_68 ____ _,,_ 

SAC ROBERT Go JENSEN &~d ~A RALPH J 0 LIEWER contacted 
RALPH Mo CARPENTER, a~ employ~@ of Yo~k A?l.1!il$l Company, 162 South 
~illl Street, Memlphi~o Ml'. CARPEftER -was i1n.foE'll'ned of the identity 
of SAC JENSEN and he h~s p~@vio~ly b@e~ illl!.terviewed by SA LIEJER. 
He w~s told we h~d ~~ ~dditio~~l gro~p of photogr&phs we would 
like him to view. He w~&'ll told tlm~t fil.lO $3ignificai.n~e·should be 
~tt~ched to th~ $equence o~ ~l"~~lll!.gs~~~t th~ photographs might 
'be illll when he saw th®mo Thense photoglt'~ph~ W®re laid out·, one 
~fter anothe~, o~ the second floo~ &~~Y from bystanders and other 
employees in the York Arm~ Com~alll!.y. 

CARPENTER $p@~t ~t le~~t twenty milll!.utes reviewing 
c~refully e~cb of too photogr~ph~~ ~e ~xpre~sed some hesitation 
for a. time betweelI!l & photograplli! of or.ace RICHARD-SMITH and the 
photogr$),ph of ERIC ~o OrALT o No D~e~ $l,111d ino idellhtifying-.-data 
of ·:a.ny kind were fU1"lIDi$lhed to CARPENTER in COllllID8Ction with 'his 
study of these photogrmp~s& He did ~t~te in connectio~.with a 
photograph of SMITH that lh\e thoug!'nt this w&~ a local Memphis boy 
whom he might have seen~ Re twr~@d t~i~ phot~g~aph over and did 
reject the photograph &~ ll'.i).Ot beililg. identi~al to the one to,,whom 
he sold the bino©~la~s~ 

He ~t~died ~arefully fo~ approximately five minutes 
the photograph of. ERIC S., @ALT and ~<dle ~omments c.oncerning the 
appearance of GALT~ He ~tated the hair w~s generally simil~r 
to tile customer but thotnght it migh.t be just & little bit longer 
th!ill.n when the cu~tomer> h[iil.d rr»eemi in the store cm April 4. He also 
~&id that he rec~lled the c~~to~er he w~ited on did not have t 
heavy, bushy eyeblt"ows b~t they wel?e imore like the eyebrows in the . t 
photogr~ph of GALT., He ~lso -lelt&t®d he h&d no recollection :~f . · --~ 
seeing GALTis teeth ~nd tllM>lllght he b.~d a ~m.dle wh.e:n he waite(l:.on·: · · ,, j 
him. CARPENTER !i!J.lso ~aid he h$!.d no independ@nt recollection of ~ 
GALTfiiS! ears 831.ppe~rin,g ~~ they did i~ the photog1raph, but he the11 
$aid he did not notice them p~rti©@l!ill.~1Yo He did furnish the . 
following ~t!ill.teme~t regarding hi~ ide~tifi©ation of the photograph· 
of ERIC S ., GA~T : ., 
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9~Apri 1 16 · 1968 ) 
~ - \-

' ~~on April 16 9 19iB@ r ! D blplm E/1 C®.irpenter was shown a grbup 
of 5 piM>,itog1r&ph».ai by iSp;®©:i~l Ai@imt iin Charge :tlobert G · Jensen 
&lmd Sp®ci:t.l Agemit b'll.plm J Lie-weir., After careful study of­
~~ch of these pict~~@$ I pl&c@d my name on the back of the 
pictuwe vhi@h I f®®l mo~t ~es:®m~led the man who bought a· · 
si~t of bino@w.la»:>lfS fx,om Ji(@ on Ap:iril 4, 1968 at York Arms;, 
162 So. ~iilll . St • , M@impb.1$ P TeirArm®i.s'ls:ee ~ ·. I was· -not furnished 
~riy name$ or~~, de@@riptiw~ ~&t~ ~egar~ing ~ny of t~e · · 
plmotog,rap,hs l:llh_owim •. I <wt&WJ w.lso told that no signif:t;canc~ -
should be. fi.tt®.©hed to ~rmr aieqQ.Re~ce or arrangement11,tbat the_•- -­
photographs were~~~ to mee l did turn one photogra,m 
ow@:r $.S I tho@glnlt I :r@cog1mi~®d this to be a. local/'MemJb-is 
boy. I did llfiot Rhttfflewer recog:niiile him as the p•rson to,iWliohl 
I sold the biffilO«sUl!ID.!C'Sl. - -~ .i~ _, 

99 ln cboos:bag the photogr&p!m l was guided by my best: recollec­
tion~ - l :ire-.~mbel" that the nrm -wlblo bought the binoculars · _ 
did imot h~wca :fueoo.wy e:,ebrows aiid ~ere about mediWI). 1.ike the . ·­
o~ss i~ the photog~&ph e@le®'ft:@d by me. I did not sell any 
other bi~oe@l~~~ o~ April 4D 1961 

~9My $1gn&tM!re &itteirtill t»nat I 1.m in agreement wi.th. 
the i!!fo:n;catiol'!ll ~et fo1rth on p&ge omte and page two of tt,.~ .: -
aita tement. , ' · 

Rob@rt G J'®llllSSll'A 

SAC, FBI, Mle~phi~ 
April l6p 19168 

Ralph J., Lie~er 
Spe~iml Ag~~t FBI 
April 16 9 196)8°0 

/~/ blph M. Carpenter 

,:.:·:••' ,:·••,- I 

!t sllnoul<tll be !lilOt$d tllnat the miame "ERI~;:: a,. GALT"' •· < '·'.: \:- -,_ 
was .imot ,fWJ>i:mis!luecl '(to CARPEftERp naO'lf' .. ~®.S. he ,.in,-.:&. pC:Hii-t·ion. t·Q::.:::,··.;,;_.-'.:;>;,t:r-}<--,_::_ 
re&d the um.e ,w:tie:n he ifilig!!lled th~ b®.@k of the photograph.~ · His :- •,:': · '- :.:_ · 
concluding r@msi.l°kii 9 whidri W'~re. llndl® 1.t approxima:t·e1:, 11:20 a-.·m.:,,,.. · · · 
4/l6J/68, We!"e it:o 'd:hi!-· ®:f:fe@t thm.t, ae1 don 9 t own a suit. - I ' . · .· · . . 
aill.ippose · I wi 11 flmwe to hwy mi. i!!lli t so tlma t I cari go to court." _ >c: >: > ; 
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Fl;J;)ERAL BURE!At,J OFi INVESTIGATION 

l - Da~ April. 16, 1968 

on·April 16, 19~8, a group of five photographs were shown 
tq RAJ;,l?H M. CARPJNTER, an employee o:f: Yoi.-k Arms., 162 South Main 
Street, Memph:f,.$, 'J,'en~est:1ee. The phQtog.,l;'aph$- thi\ t were shown ·to 
him are ~hq~~ pf: 

JOHN J;:l)WARD THOM4S 1 Me~phis P<:>l:lce. D~partment No. 32206 
. . 

THEOp()RE JOHN ADANK., fSI No. 3 871 080 

CLIN!OON CABLE GIBSON, Memphis Police Department No. 91407 

ERIC GAl/i' 

ROBERT PIERCE SM~TU, also·known as Richard Smith, 493 Howard 
Street. Whitehaven. Ten.nessef:l, .US,AF No. 14702464, date, .of 
birtb. I I · 

On __ 4_/_l.,,..6-/_6_8.,...· _,t --.-M ..... e ..... m_~_h.,_,i,s~, _T....,e-n_n .... ,i, ..... s_s_ee __ __,.,....,._ Ftl'El'. ~
1

· Memphi$ 44-198_7 

i ~ ,! ' ~; 

'••---.. _. 

by __,...$_A .... ~_,__1RO_B,_i.,..,a..,..T ..... G-,--• .,.,.J_E.,,..N_S..,..E_N_.,...,. ___ :_ME,-------Date dictated __,_4..,../_1_6,,,.../..,..68 ___ _ 

Thie dpcume~t c9nt~ins neithe~ recommendat~o~s ri,or conpl~si.ons oqiiP. !J.i':BJ. It is tM.Jroperty of the FB~ and is .loaned to 
your air,11cy: it tµtd its c;ont11nt11 ar~ ·np,t to be d111tr1b1,1ti,d out~1de yoi.lf ,f!~~npy,. ·' · · 
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ME 44'!""1987 
RJL/acp 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA AALP}l J •. LIEWER and S4 ROBERT w. GOODWIN at Memphis, 
Tennessee, on April 5, 1968: 

)fr. CORDRA YORK, JR., 1374 East Crestwood,· 
Memphis,. Ten)l~ssee, advi~ed that he is one of the .owners 
of th, -Yo*k A~• C~mpany ·.at 162 South -Main Street, Memphis, 
and he does not recall s•eing an individual come into~i·the 
store ;in the afternoon of ,-April 4 9 1968, and purchas~ Ja 
pair of binoc~iars from Mr. MLP.H CARPENTER, one of tne 
~alesmen at ·the store. 

'i.ir. YORK stated that &ll.1t1y money tak~n froJ!l such a 
custome~- .woulij _bf this time have been t:..-ansf~rred tQ .· the 
bank;t.ng, ins ti tut ion used :J~Y the store. 

' ,-_,, 

Mr. YORK stated.that the York Arms.Company:does 
n<>t handle· the. Remington -,Game·- Master model 760. rifle at 
this t:l,me and"bas ~ot handled it for the pa!Jt two-or three 
year~, He:sta~ed t~at the stQre has two other.branches in 
the city an~Llle is certain that neither of tbe,;ae sto~es 
ha,s handl.ed -t~!,,s particu~a~ mode_l 9f Remington riflcFin 
the p,ast ,Sf;'veral years; b,c.we,ver, .to make sure be woulct cont•ct 
thei$e>•tor~s _ and :l.l) the ,.vent ,.they had handled this. gun 
recen'l;-ly ;-"WOt1l.~Jimmediate~y·:contact -the FBI. -

. . 
:Mr. :·YORK advised that Mr. CHARLES GIBSON, a 

s~lesman ior ~he stQre, is now out of the store and 
unavailable for interview. He stated Mr. VERNON YORK 
has left tor· ~-n extended;Jishing -~rip in Flo~ida. _ : i: · __ ,1 

':.~ '·, Mr •. HUGH BADDµY, . 1537 North Parkway, Memphis, 
'Tennessee, advised that he is ·a'clerk in the York Arms 
'Company, 162 Sou.th Matn Street. He aQvised that he 
recalls that sometime on the afterno~n of April 4, 1968, 
s-lesman RALPH CARPENTER went to the store's display 
window ~nd brought back~ pair of binoculars which Mr. 
BADDLEY believes CARPENTER eventu•lly sold to a customer 
at that time. Mr.: BADDLEY ~tated that be does not recall 
the custom,~ an~ cannot descr~be him~ 
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OLIVER REXALL DRUG STORE 
4115 HIGHWAY 51 S 
WHITEHA VE_!, . TENNESSEE 

(This investigation pertains to the purchase 
of a Gilletteshaving kit, which was abandoned 
by the Unknown Subject, and which was identi­
fied from the price sticker appearing thereon 
as q.aving come from the Oliver :aexall Drug 
Store~) · 
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F'D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 Date _________ _ 

Mrs. PEGGY BURNS, 4802 Rickard, telephone number 
397-0033, advised she is employed as a saleslady at the .. 
Oliver Rexall Drug$tore in Whitehaven. Mrs. -BURNS stated that 
.-she recalls selling a Gillette shaving ki tjl which was in a 
clear plastic container, to a white man a little before noon 
on April 3, 1968. She stated that this shaving kit contained 
a safety razor, shaving lotion, shaving cream, hair tonic, 
and deodorant, which is all manufactured by the Gillette Company, 
and was in a clear plastic container,approximately four inches 
by six inches. 

Mrs. BYRNS recalled that a white man came •into the 
Oliver Rexall Drugstore -shortly before noon, April 3, 1968, and 
asked her for a razor. She said she pointed out where the 
razors were·located in her store, and directed him to that area 
of the store.. She advised the white man walked down to this 
area, and picked out the Gillette· shaving kit,· and brougllt'"it 
back to the cash,: register~ where .;she was located. . Mrs.': Bl;JRNS said 
she could not recall any other" items which the white mail'·" , , 
purchased J~t ~~r store. She ~o.uld not recall how he pa:i.~ :for 
this purchase; and did not recall anything he said whil.e h~ was 
paying for th~ item. 

Mrs. BURNS stated that she got the impression from the 
white man's activities that he was a stranger in the ·area, and 
she said she does not believe he has ever been in her store before. 
She said she': ±s sure that she has never seen him prior ·to the . 
time he app:toached her, and she furnished the following'd~scription 
fu~h~: ' . 

Race: 
Age: 
Height i"' 
Weight: 
Ha~:r,: .. 

Eyes: -

126 

White 
45 
5q 7n 
165 pounds . 
Black - could not recall 
he combed it or anything 
about his hair 
Color unknown 

how 
further 

4/4/68'··_.. · ·, Memphis, Tennessee. 44-1987' 
On ------,,...,..., .. __ at --,-------,.,,.------File # ----;,..,--......_.....___,_ __ _ 

SA ORVILLE V. JOHNSON / jms 4/6/68 
by -----......,..--------------"--Date dictated-----....,.----

.- .. 
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Remarks: 
. Dress: 

,.-: 

Had a friendly smile 
Blue suit 

No further descrii,tive information re.called; recalled 
seeing no scars and marks. 

' 
Mrs·~ BURNS said she got the impression that this 

man .was alone·,· and. she believed he left the store by himself. 
She advised s;he could recall no further information regarding 
this man's desctiption or his activities while he was in her 
store. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _...;;_:4_.__/:....:...12'---'/_6;...;8'-------

M~s. PEGGY BURNS, 4802 Ricktu!•cf;'.~"(t;t" 7,:.'•, 
was interviewed at her residence, at which time 
the_ fol1owing_information: 

Mrs. BURNS stated that regarding the ind'ividual who 
purchased a Gillette Travel Aid Razor Kit at the Oliver 
Rexall .Drugstore, where she is employed.,_ she further remembered 
that this individual was wearing a dark blue suit, which appeared 
to be a normal business suit. She believes that when this 
individual made the· purchase, he already had money -ii:) his 
hand when he approached the check-out counter. She could not 
recall the denomiQ.ation of a bill which he gave her. After 
car.eful consideration, she believed that he was between 35 and 
45 yeat~ of age, and was approximately 5 '10'' ta11-.. · To the best 
of her :!<nowledge, this i,ndividual came to the store on 
Wed-nes(iay, April 3, - 1968. · She said she came to work on_ Tuesday, 
April 2,, 1968, at noon, and is positive this individti~l did not 
make the purchase on that date. ·· 

She does not recall recently selling one of these 
Gillette Razor Kits for several weeks. She cannot recall m~king 
a request for this item to be re~stocked on their;shelf in the -
check-out book, which is·· maintained in the drugstore. She 
stated this·book is used for the purpose of replenishing stock 
when a particular item runs low on a particular shelf. She 
advised she did not work on Thursday, April 4," 1968. She does 
not know which cash register in the store that she rang up the 
sale on, but believe·s · i"t was the front register because she had 
given·this individual directions:when he f~rst came into the 
store, and at that time.she·was at the frorit cash register. 
She believes there were three or four other customers in the store 
who were total st~angers to her. 

She advised tq~t during this particqlar w~ek, they had 
a onecent sal,e, which was advertised in the "Whitehaven Press" 
new~pap,r~ - As a result of this sale, their volume of business· 
picked- up, ·and· attracted .many people other than regular customers_. 
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To the best of hex- recollection, this individual 
appeared to be an noffice worker type," and appeared to be 
a very average type individual. The suit he was wearing was 
very neat, and looked to'· be very -expensive. She noted that 
while this-individual was-in the store, he did not·hesitate 
in that he obtained his purchase, paid her, and inunediately 
left. 

Mrs. BURNS viewed the three artists' conceptions, 
at which time she stated that none of these individuals were 
familiar to her in any way, anddoes not believe that they 
appeared to resemble the-individual who made the purchase in any 
wayo 
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REBEL MOTEL 
3466 IA~R AVENUE 
,!EMPH!S," TENNESSEE 

(This section of the report ·reflects· interviews 
wi-th employees and cust0m.ers at the Rebel Motel.. It was 
at .-this motel that the Unsub · spent t-he night of Apr-il 3, 
1968, using the name ERIC S. GALT.) 
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F'D-3 02 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
4/12/68 Date------,----~ 

Miss ANNA CHRISTINE KELLY, Managfr, Rebel Motor 
Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, advised that her records reflect 
the following: 

At 7:15 on April 3, 1968, ER.IC S. GALT, 2608 
Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, registered in room 34 
a~d departed on April 4. He stated on his registration card 
that he was driving a Mustang bearing Alaba~ license _1 ... 33993 •. 

Miss KELLY stated that the in<dlividual would have 
had to have left the hotel by checkout time, which .was 1:00 PM, 
or his registration card would have reflected he was", charged 
for two days.lodging instead of one day. · 

She further advised that her records reflect the 
following: 

On April 3, 1968, ANDY GAST,,Route 6, Fremont, 
Ohio,. registered in Room 35 and departed on April 4. WILJ..I~M 
HESTER, 109 Forest. Avenue, Troy, Alabama, registered in · 
Room 35 on April 4. Leonard E. Day, 5607 Highway 61 South.; 
Memphis, registered in Room 33 on April 3. L. N. PAGE, 
·12s2 Abbe Road, Sheffield, Ohio, registered in Room 34 ·at 
8:30 PM on April 4. 

Miss KELLY further advised that room numbers 33 
and 35 are adjacent to Room 34, and that the only occupant 
of room 34 since ERIC s. GALT checked out was L. N. PAGE. 

Miss KELLY stated th-at she could not remember 
ERIC s. GALT, and in fact the only occupants of the hotel _ 
which she ever became familiar with were the people wno were 
steady customers of the hotel. She stated 'l;h~t SA~A LOVIN~-­
would have cleaned 1:he- room immediately after GALT checked " 
out of the hotel. 
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• FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF ·tN-iESTIGATION 

Date __ 4_/_8_/6_8_. ----
l 

Miss ANNA CHRISTINE KELLEY, owner, The Rebel 
Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the 
following information: 

Biss KELLEY stated that a check of her records 
reflected no loss.of any bedspreads similar to or identical 
with the one left by the suspect on S. Main Street, Memphis. 
Miss KELLEY further advised that her records failed to 
reflect the names HARVEY LOWMEYER and JOHN WILLARD for the 
dates March 15, 1968., to April 8, 1968. Miss KELLEY said 
that her records reflected the fact that ERIC S. GALT, 
2608 aighland Avenue~ Birmingham, Alabama, registered 
April 3, 1968, and checked out April 4, 1968. She advised 
that GALT w~s. driving a Mustang of unknown year and unknown 
color and ha,Ctlie license number 138993. 

Miss KELLEY said that a JERRY GOALSBY, Route 4, 
Ripley, Mississippi, registered at her moteJ April 3 1 1968, 
and checked out April 4, 1968. She stated °that GOALSBY. 
was driving a Ford vehicle but did not know the year nor the 
color. 

KELLEY advised she was unable· to recall GALT ox- . 
GOALSBY and could not furnish a physical description. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date ~_4_/1_2_/_6_8 __ ~.---.--

Mrs. BmmlffTA HAGEMAS'fER, Desk Clerk, Rebel 
Motor Hotel 1 3466 Lamar Avenu@ 9 advi~sd that she was on duty 
on April 3, 1968 9 from 3:00 PM to 10~00 PM that day. She 
said ~he could not remembe:r registering ERIC So GALT in 
Room 34 on April 3 9 but upon revi~wing GALTfs registration 
card~ said that ~he did regist~r him in Room 34 at 7:15 PM 
on April 3o She added ~h@ is su~® of the time because as 

$ he registers a gue~t in. the b.ot@l $he looks back at the cloc~ 
which is on the wall behind her alllld writes the time on his 
registration card. This :ii' done routinely because it is a 

·hotel policy to allow the guest~ 15 minutes from the time 
they register to decide if th®y still want the hotel room. 
If within tbi~ time they decid@ that do not want the hotel 
room. their money is refunded.. She stated she wrote the arrival 
time as 7~15 PM olt'll GALTi~ regi~tration card. 

She ~aid that ~he could not remember anything 
concerning GAL?t o Sh~ could n.oit de~«::l"ibe him or remember 
what kind of car he was drivi~g~ 

M~~o HA~EMASTER was shown. an artist's conception 
drawilt'llg drawn in Bi:irmi!!Dgham, Alabama, and said that the 
individual in th@ d~awing was ~ot in any way familiar to hero, 
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F.EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

. I 

1 
4/12/68' 1 ' 

Date ------~---

SARA :LOVINGS, 3230 Democrat , :Road i Memphis, . ,maid ,x 
Rebel' Mo~or Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue,. was cont·acted ·at her· 
home and. advised. that· she was on duty at the hotel on April 4. 
She satd.that. she werrt ill!lto Room·34 on April 4· 9 :after the 
occup·ant had checked out of :the hotel; so she could clean 
the room. She stated;that she could imot remember what tim~ 
she went into the room, but she b~liev~~ Jt to be in the 
early part of the afte.r~fl?OD. She stat®@! that ll'f!@thing was 
left in Room 34 by the occupant or s~e would ha·ve remembered 
· t.aking it to the desk clerk. She added that sh<e could. not · 
remember ever seeing the occupant of Room 34, and she paid 
?O attention· to the cars that were park@d in 1the hotel lot·.,., 

Sh~ was shown an artist's conception \dl"awing which 
was drawn at Birmingham, Alabama, and she state(/} that the. · 
individual in the dra1ring. did imot look familiar ,to her;. 
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l 

Mrs.· SADIE MOORE 9 Maid~ New Rebel Motor Hotel 1 

3466-Lamar Avenue 1 Memphis 9 Tennessee 9 advised that she is 
responsible for the service to the rooms on the· east side 
of the hotel~ She stated that she very seldom notices people 
who check into the east half of th® hotel Q She cannot re.member 
anything· c<l:HM:::ell~ning the iiidivi.dtH:tl whro -checked into Room 
Number 34 on th® eve;rd.rrng of Apl"il 3, 1968, and checked out 
the following day; She furthet~ stated that· she cannot 
remember seeing any M:nsta:ngs 6n April 3 or 4 3 1968, and 1 in 
fact, she is not familiar·with the various makes· of cars, and 

_pays no attention whatsoever to them or their license plates. 
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BU·REAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4_/_1_2_/_6_8 ____ _ 

IVA?f B. DBB 9 2569 Faxoll'!L 1 Desk Clewk 9 Rebel Motor 
Hotel, 3466 Lamar 9 u,. 'I?&.~ <e<G>lillta~te(dl at fud.s plaice (Q)f employment 
and advised the follo~ilillg: 

He was olill duty at time ~ebel Mo_t(Q)lr •l!liotcel f~om 10 :OO PM 11 ~. 

April 3, 1968, to 6 :OO .AM, April :4 9 1968'.. He sai(C} th.at as ·· 
a nightly routi!Ille he. tour~ the Jb<0tl@l grou.rru<ds how:-ly for security, 

check. o·urin'g his hourly towri' OID! April 3 a1n1d 4, he, !lloticerd 
a white Mustang with Ala~ama lic~•e plate~ parked in f~ont 
of RQom 34. He added that !me wa~, po~itive that this Mustang 
wasr' parked in froltilt of 34 w!meim ill.® ce•e onu cd!uty at 10 :OO 
and it was there during each of his hourly rou!Ill~2 until 6:00 
on April 4 9 1968 ~ wrmeim h<ei was relievecdl by Mx>. s.or HUDSON. 
He stated that he new~ll." ~aw th® occupall'llt of Room 34 du~ifilg 
his Shift. 

On April 3 all'lld 4, 1968, Mlro WEBB W8Ui $bowim artist:•s 
conception dll"aWi!!Il.g$ <dlraw!lil at Bix>imiimgham. 9 Alabama 9 ai:m<dl Memphis, 
Tennessee, a!lll~ he stated that th@ ~~awiimg at Memphi~ l~oked 
familiar to him but he could ll'llot illil a~y way identify all'lly 
individual fro~ it. 
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RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4~/1_2~/_6_8 ____ _ 

ft. VICTOR IDUPRATT, Owner~ Rebel Mot®~ Hotel, 
3466 Lamar Avenue irn Me~phis. E~ adYi$®d t~at h~ is usually 
in the hotel lobby flC'cmm. l ~00 PM to 5 ~00 PM each day. He 
stated that he was in the hotel OTh the afteW)TuOO)Tu of April 3 
and 4, but hie kRMl"W nothi1mg of arrnyomiie who ©.becckie©l into Room. . 34 
on April 3, 1968. Ee said t~at afte:if a gu~~t ch~cks out 
of a room the maids will go into the room that ~me aay _and 
clean it o They will empty all tlt"a~h f:ifofillh the lf©<CfflS :fLnito the 
trash cans at the front of.the hot~l. Ee said that these 
cans were picked up by the ~all'Aitatiorrn depa~t~e!l'At on April 7 1 

1968. 

138 

File # _U __ 4_4_-_1_9_8_7_· ___ _ 

by _S_A_J_O_HN_W____;;_. _B_A_UE_' _R __ /_b_b_:!I ________ Date dictated _-4_/_l_l_/G_S ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




