Researching Dawes Records for the Five Civilized

Tribes of Oklahoma

Individuals and families applied to be listed on the Final Rolls of the Five Civilized Tribes of Oklahoma. The

Dawes Commission used the applications to determine if the individual or family were eligible for

enrollment. The Commission kept applications of all individuals and families that applied even if the

application was rejected or ruled doubtful.

Was he/she a part of one of the following
Five Civilized Tribes: Cherokees, Creeks,
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Other records may be available for research
depending on your individual’s tribe. For a listing of
tribes per each state, visit our Guide to Records of

the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

For information related to current Federally

Recognized American Indian Tribes, visit the Bureau
of Indian Affairs website.
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Search the Final Dawes Rolls.

*If you are unable to answer “yes” to these questions,
continue gathering information that can help you to
determine if your individual was an American Indian.
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be on the Final Dawes Roll. There might be
information about those who were born too late
or died too early.

Only individuals living between 1898 and 1914 will

Search the Final Dawes Rolls, but note that an
individual was only approved if he/she was
living on tribal land. Individuals that did not
live on tribal land may have applied, but
ultimately would have been determined
doubtful, denied, or rejected. Records of
applications ruled doubtful, denied, or rejected
are still available for research.
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