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POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT
REPORTS OF SITE LOCATIONS
1837-1950

On the 683 rolls of this microfilm publication are reproduced report forms sent to postmasters by
the U.S. Post Office Department seeking information for the Topographer's Office to usein
compiling postal route maps. Nearly all the site location reports fall within the period from the
mid-1860'sto 1946. There are reports for afew post offices dated in the late 1830's, for afew
yearsin the 1850's, and for the period 1946-50.

Background

Before 1837 the Post Office Department had no official mapmaker and purchased its maps from
commercia firmsor private individuals. On March 13, 1837, Henry A. Burr was appointed the
first Topographer of the Post Office. He began preparing maps for the use of postal officials. In
1862 Postmaster General Montgomery Blair directed the Topographer to prepare a
comprehensive set of postal maps for sale to the public. Maps of States, or groups of States, were
to be continually updated by the Topographer's Office. Later, ssimilar maps were prepared for
territories and possessions. On January 3, 195S, the Postmaster General ordered the end of sales
of postal route maps and eliminated the need to accumulate reports on post office site locations.

These records are chiefly forms on which postmasters furnished data that were used by the
Topographer to determine the location of post officesin relation to nearby post offices and
transportation routes and facilities. The reports do not show the exact locations of post offices
(except for some in the 1940's, which gave street addresses), nor do they include information
about the buildings in which post offices were housed or operated. The reports constituted an
important part of the procedure for establishing new post offices. Generally the Appointment
Division of the First Assistant Postmaster General's Office sent a site-location report form to the
postmaster nearest the proposed post office for completion. During the latter part of the [9th
century, reports on prospective post offices employed forms that included more items of
information than appeared on the forms used for reporting changes of site. Sometimes this first
site location report shows the names proposed by local citizens for that post office.

As the Topographer's requirements for geographical information became more sophisticated, the
report form was altered to request additional data. Although, over the years, site location reports
changed in format, most requested the following information about a post office: (1) county and
State (or Territory); (2) land description used by the Federal survey system (range, township, and
section), if applicable; (3) mail route number and distance from the post office to the nearest mail
route; and (4) the closest rivers, creeks, canals, roads, and railroads. Most reports also include a



diagram or sketch map compiled by the postmaster or a printed map annotated by him to show
the location of the post office. Some reports also give the name of the contractor for the mail
route. The form used in reporting on a prospective post office requested information about the
number of families or the number of people that would be served by the new office.
Occasionally, when there were insufficient datain the files for proper delineation of a post office
on apostal route map, the Topographer's Office queried a postmaster. Some of the records are
merely replies to inquiries about the name of the county seat, the location of alandmark,
information about mail routes, or other data that were needed by the Topographer.

The reports are arranged alphabetically by State (including the District of Columbia) and are
followed by reports for the Cana Zone, Guam, Samoa, the Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico (in
that order) and end with the Philippine Islands. The reports for each State or other entity are
arranged alphabetically by major civil division (such as county, parish, or district) and
thereunder by name of post office in rough alphabetical order. (The user of this publication is
advised to go through the records for the entire county that includes the post office of interest
because no attempt has been made to perfect the alphabetical order of the reports below the
county level.) When there is more than one report for a particular post office, the reports are
usually arranged chronol ogically with the most recent report first and the oldest report |ast.
Reports for post offices whose names have been changed are normally filed under the most
recent name, but sometimes they are filed under the earlier name or names. Boundaries of civil
divisions were sometimes changed so that reports for a given post office might have been filed
under more than one county or State and thus may appear in more than one place in the records;
e.g., post officesin Indian Territory may also be in the records for the State of Oklahoma. Under
the District of Columbia are reports for some Maryland and Virginia post offices and some
military post offices actually located in those two States.

To locate the report or reports for a particular post office, select theroll for the State or other
entity that includes the county in which the post office was located. Gazetteers, atlases, and
commercially published postal guides (with varioustitles), all of which are available in most
large public libraries, should be consulted to learn the name of the county in which a particular
post office was located.

Some records concerning site location reports have not been reproduced in this microfilm
publication. Excluded is correspondence between the Topographer's Office and State officials
concerning, State and county boundaries or containing lists of counties. Occasionally State and
local officials voluntarily submitted booklets, pamphlets, and other information relating to State
and county boundaries and the establishment of counties; these also have not been reproduced.

Related Records

The records reproduced in this microfilm publication are part of the Records of the U.S. Postal
Service, Record Group 28 in the custody of the National Archives and Records Service (NARS).
The site location reports provide geographical information that can be used in conjunction with
Microfilm Publication M841, Record of Appointment of Postmasters, 1832-September 30, 1971.
The postal route maps, among cartographic records in the custody of NARS, also contain
information about post office locations.



Additional information regarding the Topographer and postal route maps may be found in
Records and Policies of the Post Office Department Relating to Place-names, Arthur Hecht and
William T. Heynen, compilers (NARS Reference Information Paper No. 72, Washington, 1975);
and Arthur Hecht, "Route Maps of the U.S. Postal Service of the 18th and 19th Centuries,”
American Philatelist, Vol. 93 (November 1979), p. 981-986. Administrative use of the site
location reportsin the late 19th century is described in Report [of] the Select Committee of the
United States Senate . . . To Inquire Into and Examine the Methods of Business and Work in the
Executive Departments, etc. (50th Cong., 1st sess., S. Rept. 507, Pt. 3).
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Maine; Waldo-Washington
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New Y ork; Onondaga-Ontario
New Y ork; Orange-Oswego
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North Carolina; Cabarrus-Caswell
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Oklahoma; Ellis-Garvin
Oklahoma; Grady-Harper
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Oregon; Lake-Lane

Oregon; Lincoln-Malheur

Oregon; Marion-Sherman

Oregon; Tillamook-Union

Oregon; Wallowa-Y amhill
Pennsylvania; Adams

Pennsylvania; Allegheny A-L
Pennsylvania; Allegheny M-Z
Pennsylvania; Armstrong-Bedford
Pennsylvania; Berks-Blair
Pennsylvania; Bradford
Pennsylvania; Bucks

Pennsylvania; Butler

Pennsylvania; Cambria-Centre
Pennsylvania; Chester-Clarion
Pennsylvania; Clearfield-Columbia
Pennsylvania; Crawford-Cumberland
Pennsylvania; Dauphin-Elk
Pennsylvania; Erie-Fayette
Pennsylvania; Forest-Greene
Pennsylvania; Huntingdon-Indiana
Pennsylvania; Jefferson-Lackawanna
Pennsylvania; Lancaster
Pennsylvania; Lawrence-Lehigh
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Pennsylvania; Lycoming-Mercer
Pennsylvania; Mifflin-Montgomery
Pennsylvania; Montour-Perry
Pennsylvania; Philadel phia-Potter
Pennsylvania; Schuylkill
Pennsylvania; Snyder-Sullivan
Pennsylvania; Susquehanna-Tioga
Pennsylvania; Union-Warren
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Pennsylvania; Wayne
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Rhode Idland; Bristol-Washington
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South Carolina; Union-Y ork
South Dakota; Aurora-Brule
South Dakota; Buffalo-Corson
South Dakota; Custer-Faulk
South Dakota; Grant-Hughes
South Dakota; Hutchinson-Lawrence
South Dakota; Lincoln-Miner
South Dakota; Minnehaha-Perkins
South Dakota; Potter-Todd
South Dakota; Tripp-Ziebach
Tennessee; Anderson-Bradley
Tennessee; Campbell-Chester
Tennessee; Claiborne-Cumberland
Tennessee; Davidson-Dyer
Tennessee; Fayette-Giles
Tennessee; Grainger-Hamilton
Tennessee; Hancock-Haywood
Tennessee; Henderson-Jefferson
Tennessee; Johnson-Lawrence
Tennessee; Lewis-Madison
Tennessee; Marion-Montgomery
Tennessee; Moore-Putham
Tennessee; Rhea-Sevier
Tennessee; Shelby-Sumner
Tennessee; Tipton-Washington
Tennessee; Wayne-Wilson
Texas, Anderson-Bailey

Texas; Bandera-Blanco

Texas; Borden-Brewster

Texas; Briscoe-Cameron

Texas, Camp-Cochran
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Texas; Ector-Erath
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Texas, Marion-Montague
Texas; Montgomery-Nueces
Texas; Ochiltree-Polk

Texas, Potter-Runnels

Texas, Rusk-Shelby

Texas, Sherman-Tarrant

Texas, Taylor-Tyler

Texas; Upshur-Walker

Texas, Waller-Wilbarger

Texas; Willacy-Zavala

Utah; Beaver-Garfield

Utah; Grand-Salt Lake

Utah; San Juan-Sevier

Utah; Summit-Weber

Vermont; Addison-Chittenden
Vermont; Essex-Franklin
Vermont; Grand Isle-Rutland
Vermont; Washington-Windsor
Virginia; Accomack-Albemarle
Virginia; Alexandria-Arlington
Virginia; Augusta-Botetourt
Virginia; Brunswick-Buckingham
Virginia; Campbell-Carroll
Virginia; Charles City-Cumberland
Virginia; Dickenson

Virginia; Dinwiddie-Fairfax
Virginia; Fauquier.- Franklin
Virginia; Frederick-Gloucester
Virginia; Goochland-Greene
Virginia; Greensville-Henry
Virginia; Highland-Lancaster
Virginia; Lee-Loudoun
Virginia; Louisa-Madison
Virginia; Mathews-Nansemond
Virginia; Nelson-Norfolk
Virginia; Northampton-Northumberland
Virginia; Nottoway-Patrick
Virginia; Pittsylvania-Powhatan
Virginia; Prince Edward-Richmond
Virginia, Roanoke-Russell
Virginia; Scott-Southampton
Virginia; Spotsylvania-Sussex
Virginia; Tazewell-Washington
Virginia; Westmoreland-Y ork
Washington; Adams-Cowlitz
Washington; Douglas-1sland
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Washington; Jefferson-King
Washington; Kitsap-Klickitat
Washington; Lewis-Mason
Washington; Okanogan-Pierce
Washington; San Juan-Snohomish
Washington; Spokane-Wahkiakum
Washington; WallaWalla-Y akima
West Virginia; Barbour-Boone
West Virginia, Braxton-Cabell
West Virginia; Calhoun-Doddridge
West Virginia; Fayette-Grant
West Virginia; Greenbrier-Hancock
West Virginia, Hardy-Jefferson
West Virginia; Kanawha

West Virginia; Lewis-Logan

West Virginia; McDowell

West Virginia; Marion-Mason
West Virginia; Mercer-Mineral
West Virginia; Mingo

West Virginia; Monongalia-Morgan
West Virginia; Nicholas-Pleasants
West Virginia;, Pocahontas-Preston
West Virginia; Putnam-Raleigh
West Virginia; Randol ph-Roane
West Virginia; Summers-Tyler
West Virginia; Upshur-Webster
West Virginia; Wetzel-Wood
West Virginia; Wyoming
Wisconsin; Adams-Bayfield
Wisconsin; Brown-Burnett
Wisconsin; Calumet-Crawford
Wisconsin; Dane-Douglas
Wisconsin; Dunn-Forest
Wisconsin; Grant-Green
Wisconsin; Green Lake-Jefferson
Wisconsin; Juneau-K ewaunee
Wisconsin; La Crosse-Manitowoc
Wisconsin; Marathon-Milwaukee
Wisconsin; Monroe-Outagamie
Wisconsin; Ozaukee-Racine
Wisconsin; Richland-Sauk
Wisconsin; Sawyer-Taylor
Wisconsin; Trempeal eau-Washburn
Wisconsin; Washington-Waushara
Wisconsin; Winnebago-Wood
Wyoming; Albany
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Wyoming; Big Horn-Converse
Wyoming; Crook-Johnson
Wyoming; Laramie-Park
Wyoming; Platte-Teton
Wyoming; Uinta-Y ellowstone National Park
Canal Zone

Guam

Samoa

Virgin Islands

Puerto Rico; Aguadilla-San Juan
Philippine Islands
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