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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

June 25, 1968 

ASSASSINATION OF 
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

Press reports indicate that Russell E. Parsons, 
73-year-old Los Angeles, California, attorney, will serve 
as Defense Counsel for Sirhan Sirhan, accused assassin of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy. For your information, there 
follows a brief summary of information in our files concerning 
Mr. Parsons. 

In 1937, a Departmental Applicant investigation of 
Russell Edward Parsons was initiated, which investigation was 
discontinued at the request of the Department prior to 
completion. The investigation which was conducted indicated 
Mr. Parsons wa~ born in 1893 and attended the University of 
Southern ca.lifornia Law School for only one year, taking two 
subjects, on~ of which he failed. It is noted that Martindale­
Hubbell Law Directory indicates Mr. Parsons was born in 1895 
and obtained his law degree at the University of Southern -
California. 

During the investigation, it was ascertained that in 
1928, wa~rants for Mr. Parsons' arrest were issued by 
Riverside, San Bernardino and Imperial Counties, California, 
on bad check charges, which were subsequently dismissed. 
He reportedly entered a guilty plea in January of 1928 to 
charges of obtaining property by false pretenses, received 
a sentence of six months, which sentence was suspended, 
and Mr. Parsons was placed on probation for two years. In 1934 
he filed a petition in bankruptcy, which case was dismissed in· 
March, 1935, without his receiving a discharge. Individuals 
interviewed during the investigation, including judges, attorneys, 
clients and friends of Mr. Parsons, advised that they had never 
known him to be involved in any trouble and considered him 
capable, energetic, hardworking, forceful, a splendid orator, 



Assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy 
Los Angeles, California 

• 
loyal, trustworthy and honest. One attorney advised the 
check charges mentioned above resulted from the failure 
of other individuals to carry out their agreement to deposit 
money to co~er the checks which Mr. Parsons wrote. 

Beginning in 1917, for two two~year terms, 
Mr. Parsons served as County Attorney of Beaver County, Utah, 
as well as City Attorney for Beaver City, Utah, returning to 
Los Angeles in -the mid-1930' s to practice law. According to 
Los Angeles press reports, Mr. Parsons has become nationally 
known as a trial lawyer in the area of criminal law.. In 
the late 1930's, Mr. Parsons joined the Los Angeles County 
District Attorneys Office where he served as a top prosecutor 
assigned to special cases. These press reports indicate that 
in recent years he has devoted his time to the practice of 
both civil and criminal cases. 

The files of this Bureau reveal that in 1942 
Mr. Parsons was one of the attorneys for the officials of 
Mankind United.who were indicted for violation of the Sedition 
Statutes. 'Ac~ording to press reports in August of 1940, 
Mr. Parsons, then Deputy District Attorney, Los Angeles, 
California, was interested in prosecuting an old murder case 
which he stated resulted from the investigation of communist 
activities in the San Pedro, California, area. Mr. Parsons 
was quoted as stating the murdered individual had been engaged 
in anticommunist activities and had been killed during communist 
attempts to infiltrate and destroy a union. 

In 1959, Mr. Parsons was reportedly one of the featured 
speakers at a State-Wide Conference on Criminal Law Reform 
under the sponsorship of the National Lawyers Guild of 
California. The National Lawyers Guild has been cited as a 
communist front by the House Committee on Un-American Activities. 
In 1962, information was received from the Internal Revenue 
Service in Los Angeles concerning an investigation being 
conducted of Los Angeles attorneys for possible income tax 
ev~sion on the basis of "fee-splitting" with local bondsmen. 
A Federal Grand Jury reportedly failed to develop any evidence 
to substantiate the allegations. 

-2-



Assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy 
Los Angeles, California 

• 
As mentioned above, Mr. Parsons has been active 

in criminal cases and this Bureau's files reveal that among 
the individuals whom he has represented have been Joseph, 
Fred and Alfred Sica, who have been described as Los Angeles 
hoodlums active in criminal activities, including such 
activities in the field of bookmaking. 

-3-
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Press reports indicate that Russell E. Parsons, 
73-year-old Los Angeles, California, attorney, will serve 
as Defense Counsel for Sirhan Sirhan, accused assassin of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy. For your information, there 
follows a brief summary of information in our files concerning 
Mr. Parsons. · 

In 1937, a Departmental Applicant investigation of 
Russell Edward Parsons was initiated, which investigation was 
discontinued at the request of the Department prior to 
completion. The investigation which was conducted indicated 
Mr. Parsons wa~ born in 1893 and attended the University of 
Southern Ca,lif ornia Law School for only one year, taking two 
subjects, oni of which he failed. It is noted that Martindale­
Hubbell Law Directory indicates Mr. Parsons was born in 1895 
and obtained his law degree at the University of Southern -
California. 

During the investigation, it was ascertained that in 
1928, warrants for Mr. Parsons' arrest were issued by 
Riverside, San Bernardino and Imperial Counties, California, 
on bad check charges, which were subsequently dismissed. 
He reportedly entered a guilty plea in January of 1928 to 
charges of obtaining property by false pretenses, received 
a sentence of six months, which sentence was suspended, 
and Mr. Parsons was placed on probation for two years. In 1934 
he filed a petition in bankruptcy, which case was dismissed in' 
March, 1935, without his receiving a discharge. Individuals 
interviewed during the investigation, including judges, attorneys, 
clients and friends of Mr. Parsons, advised that they had never 
known him to be involved in any trouble and considered him 
capable, energetic, hardworking, forceful, a splendid orator, 
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Assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy 
Los Angeles, California 

loyal, trustworthy and honest. One attorney advised the 
check charges mentioned above resulted from the failure 
of other individuals to carry out their agreement to deposit 
money to cover the checks which Mr. Parsons wrote. 

Beginning in 1917, for two two-year terms, 
Mr. Parsons served as County Attorney of Beaver County, Utah, 
as well as City Attorney for Beaver City, Utah, returning to 
Los Angeles in the mid-1930's to practice law. According to 
Los Angeles press reports, Mr. Parsons has become nationally 
known as a trial lawyer in the area of criminal law. In 
the late 1930's, Mr. Parsons joined the Los Angeles County 
District Attorneys Office where he served as a top prosecutor 
assigned to special cases. These press reports indicate that 
in recent years he has devoted his time to the practice of 
both civil and criminal cases. 

The files of this Bureau reveal that in 1942 
Mr. Parsons was one of the attorneys for the officials of 
Mankind United.who were indicted for violation of the Sedition 
Statutes. 'According to press reports in August of 1940, 
Mr. Parsons, then Deputy District At~orney, Los Angeles, 
California, ~as inter~sted in prosecuting an old murder case 
which he stated resulted from the investigation of communist 
activities in the San Pedro, California, area. Mr. Parsons 
was quoted as stating the murdered individual had been engaged 
in anticommunist activities and had been killed during communist 
attempts to infiltrate and destroy a union. 

In 1959, .Mr. Parsons was reportedly one of the featured 
speakers at a State-Wide Conference on Criminal Law Reform 
under the sponsorship of the National Lawyers Guild. of 
California. 'rhe National Lawyers Guild has been cited as a 
communist front by the House Committee on Un-American Activities. 
In 1962, information was received from the Internal Revenue 
Service in Los Angeles concerning an investigation being 
conducted of Los Angeles attorneys for possible income tax 
evasion on the basis of "fee-splitting" with local bondsmen. 
A Federal Grand Jury reportedly failed to develop any evidence 
to substantiate the allegations. 
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Assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy 
Los Angeles, California 

• 
As mentioned above, Mr. Parsons has been active 

in criminal cases and this Bureau's files reveal that among 
the individuals whom he has represented have been Joseph, 
Fred and Alfred Sica, who have been described as Los Angeles 
hoodlums active in criminal activities, inclu~ing such 
activities in the field of bookmaking. 

-3-





0-6 <Rev. 4-17-68) 
Fr-

Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

To 

0 The Solicitor General June 24, 1968 
D Deputy Attorney General 

~ Assistant Attorney General Stephen J. Pollak 
D Director, Bureau of Prisons 

D The Pardon Attorney 

D Chainnan, Parole Board 

D Assistant Attorney General for Administration 

D Immigration and Naturalization Service 

D Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs 

D Office of Alien Property 

D Chief - Accounts Branch 

D Chief - Administrative Services Office 

D Chief of Personnel 
D General Litigation Section, Civil Division 

D Records Administration Office 
Att.: D Antitrust Div. D Civil Div. D Civil Rights Div. 

D Criminal Div. D Internal Security Div. 

D Inter-Division Information Unit 

D A. No further action will be taken in this case in the absence of a specific 

request from you. 

D B. Please advise what further investigation, if any, is desired in this matter. 

D C. For your information, I am enclosing a communication regarding the 
holder of a diplomatic or international organization visa. 

~ D. For your information. 

D E. Please note change in caption of this case. 

xx Mr. William S. Lynch 
Special Assistant to 

the Attorney General 
IK8: Deputy Attorney General 

John Edgar Hoover 

Director 

cc: ~ Attorney General 

D Antitrust Div. 

fxxCriminal Div. 

OCivil Div. D Civil Rights Div. 

D Internal Security Div. D IDIU 

Enc. (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form 
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.I 



. . . 

·• • 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

June 24, 1968 

ASSASSINATION OF 
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

As mentioned previously, twenty-year-old Sandra Serrano 
appeared on television shortly after Senator Robert F. Kennedy was shot 
and claimed that immediately after the shooting a woman in a polka dot 
dress ran by her shouting "We shot him. We shot him."· According to 
Miss Serrano, this woman had entered the Ambassador Hotel prior to the 
shooting accompanied by two men, one of whom she identified as Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan. Extensive investigation has failed to substantiate her 
story. 

On June 21, 1968, after being afforded a polygraph examination 
and an extensive interview by the Los Angeles, California, Police Depart­
ment, Miss Serrano admitted that her story was a complete fabrication. 

An employee of the San Gabriel Valley Gun Club, Duarte, 
California, where Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was seen practicing with a 
revolver on June 4, 1968, claimed that Sirhan talked with a blonde woman 
at the gun club and it appeared the two had met previously. This woman 
has been identified as Mrs. Claudia Williams. She advised she was at the 
gun club with her husband, Ronald, on June 4, 1968, and Sirhan assisted 
her on the pistol range while her husband was at the rifle range. Neither 
Mr. nor Mrs. Williams had met Sirhan previously. 

The receptionist at the office of Russell E. Parsons, Sirhan 's 
attorney, Los Angeles, received two telephone calls on June 20, 1968, 
from a person claiming to be John Lawrence of New York City. This caller 
said he was executive secretary of the Clemency Committee for Sirhan 
Sirhan and that Los Angeles criminal attorneys are "Crooks" and will take 
Sirhan "down the river." He also said "We are out to get Mr. Parsons'' and 
claimed that Parsons was being paid $150,000 to represent Sirhan. He 
said that there are 250, 000 Arabs who are militant and who are not going to 
let Parsons get away with it. Parsons contacted the Los Angeles Police 
Department and requeste_d protection. The police suggested that he discuss 
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ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 

the matter with the presiding judge, Los Angeles County Superior Court. 
The presiding judge intends to hold a hearing to determine if Parsons 
needs protection. The United States Attorney is. withholding a prosecutive 
opinion regarding a possible violation of the Federal Extortion Statute. 

Our investigation into the assassination of Senator Kennedy is 
continuing. 

- 2 -
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Dear Miss Wintera1 l BY H D S 
JUL l l~bB. 

The President has asked me t ~wer your 
telegram dated June 5, 1968. 

, We share your concern for the aafety of our 
democratic and pollttcal iutitutions, .and have partlclpated 
bl certain aapecis of the tnveatlgatlon of the slaying of 
Senator Kenudy. However, under our Ped.era! system, 
the primary responslbUtty for murder prosecutions reate 
with local authorities. 

/ __ _ -----

Thank you again for your expreaston of concern. 

Slacerely, 

P'red M. Vtueon, Jr. 
stataat Attorney General 

I~ 

ll C' · I . ( . I 
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of:. 
Federal Burenu of Investigation 

To 

□ The Solicitor General June 24, 1968 
!xx Deputy Attorney General 

D Assistant Attorney General 

Director, Bureau of Prisons 

The Pardon Attorney 

Chainnan, Parole Board 

D 
□ 
□ 
D 

,, 
Assistant Attorney General for Administration•,.u tz ./ , . 

.. H{)_:·-.1 

D Immigration and Naturalization Service ~,,'/ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
D 
D 
□ 
D 

Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs 

Office of Alien Property 

Chief - Accounts Branch 

Chief - Administrative Services Office 

Chief of Personnel 

General Litigation Section, Civil Division 

Records Administration Office 
Att.: D Antitrust Div. D Civil Div. D Civil Rights Div. 

D Criminal Div. D Internal Security Div. 

D Inter-Division lnfonnation Unit 

D A. No further action will be taken in this case in the absence of a specific 

request from you. 

D B. Please advise what further investigation, if any, is desired in this matter. 

D C. For your information, I am enclosing a communication regarding the 

holder of a diplomatic or international organization visa. 

l]gCD. For your information. 

D E. Please note change in caption of this case. 

xx Mr. William S. Lynch 
Special Assistant to 

the Attorney General 
cc: @ Attorney General D Deputy Attorney General 

John Edgar Hoover 

Director 

D Antitrust Div. OCivil Div. ~ Civil Rights Div. 

~ Criminal Div. D Internal Security Div. D IDIU i l 
Enc. (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transm~orm 

becomes UNCLASSIFIED.! 



• • • UNITED STATE~- DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

June 24, 1968 

ASSASSINATION OF 
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA I 
As mentioned previously, twenty-year-old Sandra Serrano 

appeared on television shortly after Senator Robert F. Kennedy was shot 
and claimed that immediately after the shooting a woman in a polka dot 
dress ran by her shouting "We shot him. We shot him." According to 
Miss Serrano, this woman had entered the Ambassador Hotel prior to the 
shooting accompanied by two men, one of whom she identified as Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan. Extensive investigation has failed to substantiate her 
story. 

On June 21, 1968, after being afforded a polygraph examination 
and an extensive interview by the Los Angeles, California, Police Depart­
ment, Miss Serrano admitted that her story was a complete fabrication. 

An employee of the San Gabriel Valley Gun Club, Duarte, 
California, where Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was seen practicing with a 
revolver on June 4, 1968, claimed that Sirhan talked with a blonde woman 
at the gun club and it appeared the two had met previously. This woman 
has been identified as Mrs. Claudia Williams. She advised she was at the 
gun club with her husband, Ronald, on June 4, 1968, and Sirhan assisted 
her on the pistol range while her husband was at the rifle range. Neither 
Mr. nor Mrs. Williams had met Sirhan previously. 

The receptionist at the office of Russell E. Parsons, Sirhan's 
attorney, Los Angeles, received two telephone calls on June 20, 1968, 
from a person claiming to be John Lawrence of New York City. This caller 
said he was executive secretary of the Clemency Committee for Sirhan 
Sirhan and that Los Angeles criminal attorneys are "Crooks" and will take 
Sirhan "down the river." He also said "We are out to get Mr. Parsons'' and 
claimed that Parsons was being paid $150,000 to represent Sirhan. He 
said that there are 250, 000 Arabs who are militant and who are not going to 
let Parsons get away with it. Parsons contacted the Los Angeles Police 
Department and requested protection. -T-h G-lwe-sug-g.~l.t:4l~~t he discuss 

. . = \ J....~ _ _:_j__ ,,..-
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On~EB 7 196-9 
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.. 

• 
ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 

the matter with the presiding judge, Los Angeles County Superior Court~ 
The presiding judge intends to hold a hearing to determine if Parsons · 
needs protection. The United States Attorney is withholding a prosecutive 
opinion regarding a possible violation of the Federal Extortion Statute. 

Our investigation into the assassination of Senator Kennedy is 
continuing. 

- 2 -



• 
The Attorney General June 21, 1968 

Director, Fm 

ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY .. 

This Bureau has received information alleging that 
a well-known attorney of the Department of justice supposedly stated 
Sena.tor Kennedy's assassin was inspired by a high government offi .. 

· cial. · 

We are endeavoring td determine the facts surrOWldiDg 
· . this purported statement and the identity of. the person who made it. 

Yon will be advised of the results. · · 

G- The Deputy Attorney General 

FILED 
BY~ 

, orif EB 'l .1981 

l ~-'<L~ l J.. c...,- I 
DEPARTMENT OF rns-ncE I R 

3 , JAN 22 1969 : i I . 
' ! 
I R.A.O. I ---------~-------•-...--------
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• 
TO The Attorney General DATE: June 21, 1968 

FROM Director, FBI 

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF 

~ 

l 
!5010 ... 108 

SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

This is in reply to your communication of June 19, 1968, 
wherein you indicated Mr. William S. Lynch has been designated 
as Special Assistant to the Attorney General whose responsibility 
is to collect and collate information with respect to this investi­
gation. 

In the past, we have furnished copies of all pertinent 
memoranda and a report to Assistant Attorneys General of the 
Criminal and Civil Rights Di visions. Copies of this material 
have been furnished Mro Lynch today and in the future, copies of 
all pertinent material will be delivered to Mr. Lynch as well as 
the Assistant Attorneys General of the Criminal and Civil Rights 
Divisions. 

1 - The Deputy Attorney General 

1 - Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

ci - Mr. Stephen J. Pollak 
· Assistant Attorney General 

1 - Mr. William S. Lynch 
Special Assistant to the Attorney General 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 



• 
llr. »'red M. YimJ•• Jr. 
.Aaailltant A ttoraey General 

JJane 21, 1968 

Directer, PBI 

ASUSSDATI<aO, 
SDATCII KOBDT P. DmDY 
L<JS AJIGBLD, CALIFOUIA 

. AttaellN f• yoa. Aautaat Attoney GellN&l 
Bteplaell J~ Pollak, ClYil Klchta M9isiea, •• Special 
Auistallt te the At'tolnay Ckt11enl Wtlllaa 8. L,-cll ts 
ODe eo,1 eaoJa ef tblt report of , .. etal Apat Aaedee o. 
Rtoltardll, 3r., da'ted J'UDB 16, 1188, at Les Alllel••· 
C&ltfo.raia, COIICN"llillg captt...d •tter. 

. . 'l'Ja:l8 ll'IIPPle••- GIii' fln:t. lawlst:lgatift J'ellC,llrt 
wlaieh .,.. ~ J'GII oa 4'wae 17, 1988. Addtttoaal 
re.-ta &re •111& prepared a..i •111, cd ceu'•• • f•­
aiallled ~. I• accerdance witla a. Depart111t11t'an...-, 
ot .,_ 1'7. 1988, ee»t.ea er tili8 •port are •iaa fur• 
.,.. .. Dia'trlet Att••J' ,8w11e .J. YOU ..... at Loll Aagwlea, 
C&liferata, wile 1a halllllial the prGMC1ltioa o1 Wa .... 
Lilh._, a eopy t• biiiaa ~ ta Vatted State• 
Att.,.J' at Lea A1119i.., Califania. 

&act..,.. 

(;)- lfr. 8wplaea J. Pellak 
.&alietant A'tt••Y Ge•n.1 (BaclOINr•) 

1 - Ill'. Williaa ·11. L,,_11 (Saoloftlte) . 
· Special .Allsilst&at t• tlle Atto.r•y 0. ..... 1 

27 .JUN 

I 

5 t969 Ii 
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MAY loal EDITION 
GSA FPMR ('1 CFR) 101•11.I 

UNITED STATES G.R.NMENT 

Memorandum • 
TO The Attorney General DATE: June 21, 1968 

FROM Director, FBI 

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF 

!5010-108 

SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

This is in reply to your communication of June 19, 1968, 
wherein you indicated Mr. William S. Lynch has been designated 
as Special Assistant to the Attorney General whose responsibility 
is to collect and collate information with respect to this investi­
gation .. 

In the past, we have furnished copies of all pertinent 
memoranda and a report to Assistant Attorneys General of the 
Criminal and Civil Rights Di visions. Copies of this material 
have been furnished Mr. Lynch today and in the future, copies of 
all pertinent material will be delivered to Mr. Lynch as well as 
the Assistant Attorneys General of the Criminal and Civil Rights 
Divisions. 

r r,_ The Deputy Attorney General 

1 - Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

1 - Mr. Stephen J. Pollak 
Assistant Attorney General 

1 - Mr. William S. Lynch 

Fl LED 
BY-~ 

On.FEB 7 I 969 

Special Assistant to the Attorney General 

\' J 
I--+~-:--I .;l,._<;... - I \ J 

D PART;,'\:;'.\ r ,JF 1llST1tE R 

JAN 221969 ii 
R.A:O. ID ._....__ ____ ·-··-•-----_.;_-H 
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RC:FMV:elb 
(typed: 6/18/68) 

Director 

• 
Federal Bureau of lnve~tigation 

The Attorney General 

Assassination of Robert F. Kennedy 

JUN 1 9 1968 

·/u&-/;;i_c-/ 

In addition to bis other duties, William S. Lynch,· 
Deputy Chief. Organized Crime and Racketeering Section of the 
Criminal Divtsion, has been designated Special Assistant to the 
Attorney General. 

In this capacity Mr. Lynch ta responsible for 
collecting and collating for me and the Deputy Attorney General 
all information with respect to the above • 

.Accordingly, It would be appreciated if you will 
deltver promptly to Mr. Lynch copies of all repons, memoranda, 
airtela, etc. , relating to this matter. I would also appreciate 
if you would have someone check with Mr. Lynch to be sure tbat 
he baa a full set of all such materials to date. 

cc: ~ecords 
Chrono 
Mr. Vinson 
Mr. Lynch 
Mr. Ramsey Clark 



• • 
RC:FMV:elb 

(typed:. 6/18/68) 
D1rcctor 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

The A ttoroey General 

Assassination of Robert F. Kennedy 

In addition to his other duties, William S. Lynch, 
Deputy Chief, Organized Crime and Racketeering Section of the 
Criminal Division, has been designated Special .Assistant to the 
Attorney General. 

In this capacity t-.1r. Lynch is responsible for 
collecting and collating for me and the Deputy 1A ttorney General 
all information with respect to the ~bove. 

}.ccordingly, it would be appreciated if you will 
deliver promptly to Mr. Lynch copies of all reports, memoranda, 
airtcls, etc., relating to this matter. I would also appreciate 
if you would have someone check with ?iM. Lynch to be sure that 
he bas a full set of all such materials to date. 

cc: Records 
Cl)rono 

'-Mr. Vinson 
Mro Lynch 

; • r. Lri , · (,.p .. C -;/' 
-- -;-iiEP~~iMl11H OF JUSTICE 

' 

'>]1 
t.. ' JUN 6 1969 

R.A.v. 

Mr o Ramsey Clark 
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TO 

~---tO!J.hh_FORM NO. JO 
MAY t~.z u-°';.ri'LON 

~;;:;~~c~;~;ES G.RNMENT 
lMf emorandum 

: Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

: Director, FBI 

DATE: June 19, 1968 

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF 
SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

In connection with our investigation into captioned matter, 
our Los Angeles, California, Office has reported that records of the 
Selective Service Headquarters for the State of California show no 
registration for Sirhan Bishara Sirhan or his brothers Saidallah and 
Munir Sirhan. The remaining brothers, Sharif and Adel Sirhan, are 
both registered with Local Board 91, Pasadena, California. 

Our Los Angeles Office in noting the failure to register for 
the Selective Service Act on the part of Saidallah and Munir Sirhan 
advised that all four brothers have apparently been cooperative with 
the FBI and the Los Angeles Police Department in connection with the 
investigation into the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy. 
They have readily furnished background information relative to the 
activities of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan. According to our Los Angeles 
Office, further inquiry into the Selective Service status of Saidallah 
and J.Vfunir Sirhan could possibly have an adverse effect upon what 
app0ars to be their cooperative spirit thus far. 

Accordingly; the Department's advice is requested as to 
whether we should proceed further with these possible Selective Service 
violations at this time. 

" 1· '" r·-. 
; t ,'~ 'i .• 

Ht. -v TJ.S. avznfT Bonds Ref!.ttlarh on the Pavroll Savim:s Plan· 
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i. T. July 12, 1968 
FMV:RCN:jh 
166-12C-1 JON JUL 23 l!:108 · 

----~r 
M1ee Doria Puumala 
,42- Freya Way 

· Pl.aunt Bill, CalU'ornia 

Dear Mi.al Puu.mla: 

Julyl 9.l.SQJ 

A ttorna;,y General Clark baa a eked me to . reply 
\o •your· reoent i.,ter. · 

I •• lllN you can appreo1attt that it would be 
· IIG8t inappreprlate tw the Departmnt 0£ J'uattc;e to co .. nt 

on a or11i1nel ca1e' pend:f.ng before • state cO\lrt. You art. 
probably aware, bonver, that President Jobtu1on nioeml.t · .· 
ordered Sec~t, Servic• protection for all- •jor preaident.$.l.l 
_calJdi da\ee. · 

cc: RecJ)I'dS ✓ 
Chron 
Nalley 

-Sino•rely, 

· --FRED M. VINSON, Jr. 
Aaeia\ant Att.ormy Oener:al 
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Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

To 

D The Solicitor General 

D Deputy Attorney General 

June 18, 1968 

~ Assistant Attorney General Stephen J. Pollak 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

Director, Bureau of Prisons 

The Pardon Attorney 

Chairman, Parole Board 

Assistant Attorney General for Administration 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs 

Office of Alien Property 

Chief - Accounts Branch 

Chief - Administrative Services Office 

Chief of Personnel 

General Litigation Section, Civil Division 

Records Administration Office 

Att.: D Antitrust Div. D Civil Div. D Civil Rights Div. 

D Criminal Div. D Internal Security Div. 
D Inter-Division Information Unit 

D A. No further action will be taken in this case in the absence of a specific 
request from you. 

D B. Please advise what further investigation, if any, is desired in this matter. 

D C. For your information, I am enclosing a communication regarding the 

holder of a diplomatic or international organization visa. 

~ D. For your information. 

D E. Please note change in caption of this case. 

~ Deputy Attorney General 

John Edgar Hoover 

Director 

cc: ~ Attorney General 

D Antitrust Div. 

fxxCriminal Div. 

OCivil Div. D Civil Rights Div. 

D Internal Security Div. D IDIU 

Enc. (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form 
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.I 



In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

.. ... 
UN-D STATES DEPAHTJ\IENT O.JSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF ll'\VESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D,C. 20535 

June 18, 1968 

ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR 
ROBERT Fo KENNEDY 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

The continuing investigation concerning Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan has revealed that he is a member of the Rosicrucian Order, 
San Jose, California. This order is also known as the Ancient 
Mystical Order Rosae Crucis {AMORC)a 

An official of this organization has advised that Sirhan 
had a "corresponding membership" and did not attend regular 
meetings. Several members of the Pasadena, California, chapter 
of this order have advised that Sirhan attended a meeting at 
Pasadena, California, on the evening of May 28, 1968. 

Officials of the Rosicrucian Order have advised this 
is a world-wide fraternal organization operating on a lodge system. 
They advised it is nonsectarian and is not a religious order although 
the ethics of the o.rder adhere to Christian principleso They further 
advised that the teachings of the organization do not interfere with 
religious freedom of members and only law-abiding citizens over 
21 years of age, of good repute, and believing in a "Supreme Being" 
are eligible for membership. Members reportedly include a cross 
section of all classes of people and total world membership is 
claimed at approximately 90, 000 people of which 45, 000 are in the 
United States. This order reportedly traces its origin back to the 
"mystery schools or secret schools" in Egypt approximately 
1500 years B. C., and is nonpolitical in nature. 

On June 5, 1968, a search of Sirhanvs automobile was 
conducted by the Los Angeles, California, Police Department. This 
search revealed a sales receipt from the Lock, Stock and Barrel 
gun store, San Gabriel, California, reflecting the purchase of four 
boxes of • 22 caliber ammunition on June 1, 1968. Intensive 
inquiries are continuing into this as well as all other phases of this 
investiga~ion. 

~c, 
,------,-l-DE-P--.,1\-,--RT-M-:F+c:NT-(JT!U-sr....,_r_E.,.......~ .... _ 

27i JUN 5 1969 I 
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K.A.u. 
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D 
D 
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D 
D 
D 
D 
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D 
D 
D 
D 

Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

To 

The Solicitor General June 18, 1968 
Deputy Attorney General 

Assistant Attorney General 

Director, Bureau of Prisons 

The Pardon Attorney 

Chairman, Parole Board 

Assistant Attorney General for Administration · 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs 

Office of Alien Property 

Chief - Accounts Branch 
I 

Chief - Administrative Services Office· 

Chief of Personnel 

General Litigation Section, Civil Division 

Records Administration Office 

Att.: D Antitrust Div. D Civil Div. D Civil Rights Div. 

D Criminal Div. D Internal Security Div. 
D Inter-Division Information Unit 

D A. No further action will be taken in this case in the absence of a specific 
request from you. 

D B. Please advise what further investigation, if any, is desired in this matter. 

D C. For your information, I am enclosing a communication regarding the 

holder of a diplomatic or international organization visa. 

~ D. For your information. 

D E. Please note change in caption of this case. 

John Edgar Hoover 

Director 

cc: ~ Attorney General 

D Antitrust Div. 

2Q!! Criminal Div. 

D Deputy Attorney General l. u. ,. 
□Civil Div. [ilCivil Righ D v. 

D Internal Security Div. D IDIU 

Enc. (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form 
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.I 

·-



In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

UNITI:~ST.ATES DEPARTMENT OF J~rICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOi\" 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

June 18, 1968 

ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR 
ROBERT Fo KENNEDY 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

The continuing investigation concerning Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan has revealed that he is a member of the Rosicrucian Order, 
San Jose, California. This order is also known as the Ancient 
Mystical Order Rosae Crucis (AMORC)o 

An official of this organization has advised that Sirhan 
had a "corresponding membership" and did not attend regular 
meetings. Several members of the Pasadena, California, chapter 
of this order have advised that Sirhan attended a meeting at 
Pasadena, California, on the evening of May 28, 1968. 

Officials of the Rosicrucian Order have advised this 
is a world-wide fraternal organization operating on a lodge system. 
They advised it is nonsectarian and is not a religious order although 
the ethics of the order adhere to Christian principleso They further 
advised that the teachings of the organization do not interfere with 
religious freedom of members and only law-abiding citizens over 
21 years of age, of good repute, and believing in a "Supreme Being" 
are eligible for membership. Members reportedly include a cross 
section of all classes of people and total world membership is 
claimed at approximately 90, 000 people of which 45, 000 are in the 
United Stateso This order reportedly traces its origin back to the 
"mystery schools or secret schools" in Egypt approximately 
1500 years B. C., and is nonpolitical in nature. 

On June 5, 1968, a search of Sirhanvs automobile was 
conducted by the Los Angeles, California, Police Departmento This 
search revealed a sales receipt from the Lock, Stock and Barrel 
gun store, San Gabriel, California, reflecting the purchase of four 
boxes of. 22 caliber ammunition on June 1, 1968. Intensive 
inquiries are continuing into this as well as all other phases of this 
investigat,ion. _ l,C.., :-:-: --L- _ -

DEPARTMENT Ci: 1LST1CE I R 

FILE·- L 
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cc: 

• 
Director 
Federal. Bureau of Investigation 

Fred M. Vinaon, Jr. 
Aeaiatant Attorney General 
cr,m1nal Division 

ASSASSINATION or SENATOR 
ROBERT F. XEXNEDY 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

• 7{~ ~ Io ()}_, 
~ ()-{1.)./h.,- { F 8 ~) s-: 4S-~ , 

Jum 17, 1968 
FMV:WSL:ehg 
166-12c .. 1 

HDf 

JUN 20 . k.1..., . 

---
nu.a is 1n reference to your memorandum of June 17, 1968, 

trammitting the report of Special Agent Amedee o. R1charda, Jr., 
dated June 9, 1968, at Lo• Angele•, califarnia, concerning the 
above-captiOWtd matter. 

We agree that the result• of th1a inwatigation would be 
of aaaiatu,ice to Mr. Younger, and it 1a auggeated that a cop;y.~ 
tbie report be turniahed to him as loon u poaaible. 

We note that pages 1002 ttt aeq. ot tbi• report makes note 
of t.0nfidential aourcea •• lAadl to ~igation a~ted. 
Dle aena1t1ve nature of th11 matter 1bould be l>rought to the atten­
tion ot Di1tr1at,Attorney Younger at the time the report ia delivered. 

Records ----­
Cbron 
Mr. Lynch 
Mr. :Vinson 
DAG Christopher 

--------
/ 

/ 
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Mr. John 1'. Wynkoop 
WT lf. 1~ 30th Avenue 
Parilabr.\, Oregon . 

' 
1>em-11r •• ~1 

. . 

· ~uly 15, '196~ 

P.N11c1ant lcimaoJI bae Nlmd •· to respond to your 
recent letter conc~nci tbe ....... 1nat1on. ot senator lo'bert ~• .. 
Jt~. . .,.·· ' . ' . . -

tou JllliY· be ~~ in lm~ -tha'\ ftUe I ·ot 
Public UV 90-28!1, which W.. ~'"4 on AJl'i.1 U, ~ praytaa 
that 1t-i• a Ped:eral cna to intimidate 'OZ' intertue VS.th -a 
oandia.te tar •leetiw o.fflo•• . j\.\Ch aatton· ia .pun1·eabl• l1T -
a nu. ot no• more than ti,eoo~ iluri__..aer.it ftr ·tJot.__. t.ban . 
·cme 1'fMl,11', or 'bo\b.,. · · · · · , 1. 

Records v 
Chron 
Hennagin 

I 12ope. that tliia ~ti~ viU be ot Uld.~. 

!Ji~~. 

, (/,OJ, 
-~ 

' ~ 

~- ~ 
.<?I 



The President 
Lyndon Baines Johnson 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. c. 

• 

My dear Mr. President: 

l Ii 

• 
I 

61668 
The EARTHMEN 
John N. Wynkoop 
4217 NE 30th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97211 

The fatal gunning of Senator Robert F. Kennedy, should be investigated thoroughly; 
should be treated as a National Crime. It should be prosecuted in a FEDERAL COURT, 
and hot in a State Court. If this type of thing continues then DUELLING must again 
be made legal, so that, an:honorable man may at least have some defense against his 
suspected enemies. This is the most uncivilized way to defeat the loyal opposition 
and this type of violence will not be tolerated by the American citizen. 

This horrible murder must be made a Federal Offense. It must be made a NATIONAL CRIME 
to hurt, injure, or kill, IN ANY MANNER, a political candidate or incumbent or appointee 
or representative of the citizens of the United States. The accused or the indicted 
murderer should be examined in the extreme by competent anpointed or elected psychiatrists 
and nsychologists. 

This oountry is one of the very few left where leaders can be seen, heard and touched 
and may it continue to be so. I would like to see certain leaders of other nameless 
countries expose themselves so openly. There would perhaps be mass slaughter with no 
weapons involved. 

I was very disappointed when you announced that you would not try again for the 
Presidency. You have done a tremendous job and Americans can count their lucky stars 
that we have such men as you. You have inspired some great legislation and I 1m certain 
th~t you will see the fruits of your labor. God bless you Lyndon Johnson. 

Sincerly yours, rn, 
C --

. 'TICE I 
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THE PRESIDENT 



·o..f<R"ev. 4-17-68) -m Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

To 

D The Solicitor General June 17, 1968 
D Deputy Attorney General 

~ Assistant Attorney General Stephen J. Pollak 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

Director, Bureau of Prisons 

The Pardon Attorney 

Chairman, Parole Board 

Assistant Attorney General for Administration 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs 

Office of Alien Property 

Chief - Accounts Branch 

Chief - Administrative Services Office 

Chief of Personnel 

General Litigation Section, Civil Division 

Records Administration Office 

Att.: D Antitrust Div. D Civil Div. D Civil Rights Div. 
D Criminal Div. D Internal Security Div. 
D Inter-Division Information Unit 

D A. No further action will be taken in this case in the absence of a specific 

request from you. 

D B. Please advise what further investigation, if any, is desired in this matter. 

D C. For your information, I am enclosing a communication regarding the 

holder of a diplomatic or international organization visa. 

!xx D. For your information. 

D E. Please note change in caption of this case. 

cc: ~Attorney General 

D Antitrust Div. 
[xx:Criminal Div. 

~ Deputy Attorney General 

John Edgar Hoover 

Director 

OCivil Div. D Civil Rights Div. 

D Internal Security Div. D IDIU 

Enc. (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form 
becomes UNCLASSIPIED.I 


