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Sirhan Trial Pace Typical CF U. S. Justice

By RICHARD STARNES
Scripps-Howard Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES — The mur-

der of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy
was not a typical crime in the
epidemic of wrongdoing that is
- lacerating the nation, and his

admitted killer is not a run-of-.

the-mill hoodlum.

But the glacial pace of the
trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan s
wholly characteristic of t¥e
plo d din g deliberatibn wit »h

which criminal justice is dis-
pensed in the U. S. -
Grant. B Cooper, the soft-
spoken, courtly — and, oh, so
cagey — chief defense counsel
for the accused assassin, has

" conceded in open court that

his moody, whey-faced client
fired the shot that took the life
of Bobby Kennedy last June 5.

But despite that the trial of

Sirhan promises to last at
least another three months,

Sirhan was arraigned and
pled not guilty last Aug. 2.

. Trial was set for Nov. 1 and

was postponed twice. It start-

_ ed in the heavily guarded Su-

perior Court of Judge Herbert
V. Walker Jan. 7.

Three weeks later the jury
has not been finally selected,
dnd to all intents and purposes
the trial has not even started.

Today, as the lead-footed
proceedings resume after a
four-day recess, there were
stil] two time-consuming pre-
liminaries impeding the actual
trial.

Although eight men and four
women have tentatlvely been

; 'seated as jurors, six alter-

nates remain to be selected.
Since neither prosecution nor
defense has exhausted his per-
emptory challenges choesing
the six alternates could drag
on for the rest of the week.

There is also one more mo-
tion to be argued Mr, Cooper

and his two assistants today
will seek dismissal of Sirhan’s
indictment on the ground that
the grand jury that returned it
did not represent a fair cross
section of the community.
Substantially the same argu-
ment was used in an earlier
motibn to dismiss the petit
jury panel, and was rejected
by Judge Walker. (It was re-
newed the next day, and was
again rejected, but not until
the 69-year-old trial judge had
patiently listened to additional
arguments from Mr. Cooper.)
Mr. Cooper said he would
subpena more than 100 Los
Angeles County judges to sup-,

be. This doubles the possibility
of a hung jury and of a
mistrial, and it led to this
exchange between Mr. Cooper
and a reporter during a court-
house corridor interview:

What happens, Mr. Cooper
v:as -asked, if the jury agrees
on a first-degree guilty verdict
but can’t agree when it later
must decide on penalty?

“It means,” Mr. Cooper re-
ghed cheerfully, “that a whole

ew jury must be selected to
fix the penalty. And since the
new jury has not heard any of
the evidence, practically
everything can be - reintro-
duced — not just ev1dence in

port his plea to quash the : mitigation or aggravation.”

indictment — a plea observers -

felt was a doomed ploy intend-

California, however, has no
. monopoly on endless cr1mma1

ed only to lay the groundwork  trials. At the beginning of the

for an appeal if Sirhan is
convicted.

While California’s far-out
murder trial procedure is un-
doubtedly contributing to the ,
delay in Sirhan’s trial, delay
for delay’s sake is a time-hon-
ored weapon in the U. 8, trial
attorney’s armory.

In California trials that re-
sult in a verdict of first-degree
murder, the trial jury must

then listen to additional evi- .

dence in mitigation or in ag-
gravation of sentence and then
must decide between life im-

. prisonment or death in the gas

chamber.

The “penalty” verdict must
be unanimous, just as the
guilty-not gullw -verdict must

: current fiscal year there were

14,763 criminal cases pending
in Federal district courts, of
which nearly 2000 had been
hanging fire for more than two
years, 2055 had been in litiga-
tion more than a year and 2408
had been pending more than

~=x> Six months. .

U. S. Grant Helps Pay
For CMU Building

Press Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — The U. S.
Office of Education has ap-
proved a grant of $730,122 to
help build a new fine arts
University, it notified Rep.
William S. Moorhead today.
The estimated total cost of
the building is $9,596,000.
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‘Miss piaﬁé wwikhteih»
49 Greenwich Avenue
- New Ybrk,ciﬂy, New Ybrkf

_ Dear‘MisB Wblkatelnb

S President Nixoﬂ hau aﬁked that wa reply :
 to your letter of Januery 2s, 1969 Plnaﬁe Qxcuae
ouz delay in tesponding.. . . , A

AP .' You chn understand that it is not posaible L
£6¥.the President personally to.anwwer all corre- =
spond&ncd addreased to him, Bu wants you to know, -
howéver, that he &ppteaxatai your taking the timé.

';:;?“, -t wtita him about your viént whieh:havt been noted;‘l

sineerely,  ; .

{ S N anmsmon#ﬁn

Asniatant Attorney Gnnorul
" Qivil Righte Pivisiod

o o !@HEL k, cnsrv:zaxa
e L Rkorney
o 'ﬂuatcrn Sgation

cc vK/;ords

Chrorio
Corres, Unit
Ollivierre
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By JOSEPH NOVITSKI

After being marooned al-
most five months in New
York Harbor, they are un-
paid, sometimes hungry, of-
ten unhappy and hemesick,
but still proud of their care
for the ship on which they
- are trapped.‘

The men, Capt. Hongjo
Yoon, master of the freighter
Indonésian Star, and 26 other
South Koreans in the ship’s
crew, have been stuck here
since last Feb. 26 because
creditors of the ship’s owners
wﬂl noltl: let the Indonesian

sa

The crewmeén have increas-
ingly little to do, little to eat,
and very fittle monhey to
spend while the legal battle
coptinues.

The owners have reduced
the subsistence allowance for

_ paper keep the ship, the only
" guarantee of value to the
owner’s American creditors,
from sailing,

Standing on his quiet
bridge Saturday, Captain
Yoon, a 47-year-old veteran
of 10 years of command at
sea, squinted into the sun,

reflected, a moment, and said:’

“We believed in our owner
ds an American_ gentleman;
but we are now disappointed.
Our crewmen are very good
seamen, but they have not
received their wages, and
they have to struggle with
hard living conditions = for
their families [in Koréal”

“Crew morale is low, low,
low,” he - added, g‘estui’ing
with a chopping downwar
motion of his forearm.

The crewmen, stiil appar-

nan’s full needs to ':entl tightly knjt and friend-
a_day Ko- . Iy, ﬂ imitipts d_their ‘p

" tons ‘are still gn Her hold.
Standing#on, nltzchcanvas"

came to. New York around
the Cape of Good Hope.
One hundred and fxfty tons
of mahogany pIankmg are
gtill neatly lashed in piles
on the deck under canvas

.covers. Some of the rubber-

was unlpaded in March at
the Bush Terminal, but 650

.gpve.re& ‘ after
a‘ng Kyunl the

Audience Also Has Role i in Racism Play

By THOMAS A. JOHNSC N

When the plantation over- By
seer on the stage struck a“ :
female slave,” her Husband
hurried to -her defense. but
was at once frightened
away by a threat from the X ‘ TEER : -
overseer. - ‘ : : . !

“Kill him,” a youthtul
voice yelled trom the dark-
ened theater audience. “Be
‘a man, dammit! Be a man!”

But he ‘had yelled too
soon.

For; while the audlence at
the play “The Believers” is
encouraged to tell the actors. —
how it feels about the per-
,formance, the audience par-
ticxpation is not supposed to’
“'come until ‘after the curtain
comes down.on, the’ T45¢ get.
At that times the lights are . ’ : :
turned up jn- the Cherry . o LB R » |
Lane- Theater In Green j'ﬁ g » NN 7 ‘,

. . - 3 . g ¢
A . : i o

He said Tequests
iscussions. the»audlence
ht”

ter in two from Detroit said. “Sure they Mrs, Bette Brooks, bf -
of the peo- took things froth the white Poughkeepsie, N. Y. called
ience were man but they also burned out from the last Tow of 'ﬂp
"dhe audi- themselves out. Education is  small theater, “And W
the only feal tool,” get that education, &
g . It did not énd ‘there, ° cah you go to work if yo’ '-¥
65 Out® . ‘Thé riots showed only black‘)"
tha};:e the blae.k mén i tired

segf” saldMiSS j
Re- " wtrs. Brooks continu’qﬁ::.f

Be
sourceb'z Admmistration em-
“ploye. “They showed that aamagokgogks Py
it's time to get ourselves yu n oanythmg :
together to. do whatever we
'hnve té do‘ -

“He’ll never respeut
a voice called cut.
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“Once there was a big elephant who
lived at the end of a curling road.

THE NEW YORK TIMES, MONDA

¥, JULY 15, 1968

Hans Chrzstzan Andersen Would Have Approved

“The buttetfly asked: ‘Do you love
me a little?” The elephant said ‘No.’

“‘I don’t love you a little}

the
elephant said. ‘I love you a LOT..

By JUDY KLEMESRUD
SHE competes with ice cream
venders, booming _jet
planes, and skippers sailin
their crafts in the Centra
Park boat pond. But distrac-
tions or no, Diane Wolkstein
is still the park’s undisputed
Saturday star—and her re-
views are mostly raves.

Miss Wolkstein, ash blonde,
freckle-faced and 25 years
old, is the official storyteller
of the City of New York.

Each summer Saturday at
11 AM. she appears at the
Hans Christian Andersen
statue just west of the boat
pond (near Fifth Avenue and
72d Street) and tells stories
to an enthralled audience for
45 minutes.

She tells them as they have
probably ‘never been told be-
fore. She moans and groans
and laughs and cries and
grimaces and gestures and
shouts and whispers and
jumps and squats—and “me-
ows” so well that you look
around for a real kittén.

Encourages Involvement

But her forte is weaving in
and out among the tiny
chdirg and touching the chil-
dren and encouraging theit
involvement -in the stories.
One child recently became so
involved in a story about an
elephant and a butterfly that
he ‘toppled off his chair and
ran crying to his nanny, who
was sitting on a bench on
the sidelines wishing she
could spin a tale like that.

“The only way to tell
stoties out of doors is 'fo
walk into the kids,” s
Wolkstein said recently after
a Saturday session for 100
children. “Whenh you touch
them physmally you bring

them in. Otherwise the con-

stant noise and distractions
rhake it. impossible for thein

. to concentrate:

' She paused for a second

'Diane Wolkstem, New York City’s official storyteller,

tugged on .ome Qf the dangly
earrings she always wears
because the children like

“Last "yéar a whole session
‘was disrupted ‘when a kid
came up pushing a toy lawn
mower. You wouldn't believe
the noige!”

She Had the Idea

Migs Wol ein is a year-

employe of the Admin-

Ci l l, Affan's,
Qut\_ Week "

taxes.” She became the city’s
first full-time professional
raconteur—an idea she sug-
gested herself—following” an
audition last summer in Cen-
tral Park.

During the week she tells
stories in schools, libraries,

‘parks, community centers and

children’s hospital wards all
the way from Harlem to the
Lower East Sxde, and in the
Bedford-stu esant area of

The Ne!:v York Times (by Michaél Evans)

delights both children and adults at her Saturday
morning story sessions in front of the Hans Christian Andersen statue near the boat pond in Central Park

between the white kids in
Central Park and the Negro
kids in the ghettos,” she said.
“The Negro kids are much
more responsive to the sto-
ries, and they read your face
better. They have more
savvy.”

Away from her audience,
Miss Wolkstein is shy, in-
tense and vulnerable, and she

. worries constantly about her

performances. She gets up
around 8 AM. on Saturdays,
gulps coffee to calm her
nerves, and then practices
about eight stories in front

of a mirror in her Greenwich -

Village apartment. She never
knows which ones she will
tell until she arrives at the
statue and sees the age
group she has drawn that
day.

She Knows 100 'Storics

Her reﬁertory includes 75
s’corxes s

e -has memonzed.

ing on the audience and Miss
Wolkstein's mood.

“I don’t tell ghost stories
or any that scare just for
scare’s sake,” she said. “But

_you can tell a story where

there is some wiolence, as
long as it has the redeeming
factor of going someplace,
Like ‘Jack and the Bean-
stalk.’”

The modern-day Schehera-
zade also likes folk tales
from other countries, which
she tells on her weekly radio
program, “Stories From
Many Lands.” It is broad-
cast over WNYC radio every
Saturday morning from 8 to
8:30.

Studied in Parls

Miss Wolkstein was boin
in South Orange, N. 1.  She
majored. in drama at Smith
College, holds a mast

grée in education f
ank Street Colleg
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