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TDSR MILL VALLEY CALIF DEC 8 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

LET SIRHAM STARVE TO DEATH 

rILLIE O DAY, 

27 DEC 16 1969 
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Thank you for your recent correspondence to the 
Attorney General regarding Stokely Carmichael and 
H. "Rap" Brown. 

We are looking into Carmichael's activities, including 
his travel to Cuba, to ascertain whether he has acted in 
violation of any Federal statute within our jurisdiction. 
In the event sufficient evidence is developed to establish 
a violation of Federal law, appropriate action will be 
undertaken. 

With respect to the shocking statements attributed to 
Carmichael in Havana, as reported in the press, it should be 
noted that it is necessary to have competent witnesses to 
such statements and it is quite difficult to obtain such 
witnesses, particularly in an unfriendly country. Nonetheless, 
in the event any of his activities in Cuba reflect a violation 
of our laws and witnesses can be obtained to testify to his } 
activities, you may be assured that prosecution will be \ 
undertaken. J 

In addition, the Department of State has advised that 
a letter was sent to the United States address appearing in 
Carmichael's passport application informing him that his 
United States passport has been revoked. Since Carmichael 
is an American citizen, having acquired derivative citisenshi 
through his father, his return to this country could not be 
prevented. 

• J 

l 

I 
I 
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11:l;-!;or-.as:7 C-0noro.J.T s Office 
~'fo.sh in gto n D. C • 

• 
725 Judson Ave. 
E-.rc.11s·l:;011.~ Ill. 
Dec. 12~ 1969 

I strongly suggest ;that; you p ,.blicize the fact tha:I:; noi ther Richard Speck 

nor Sirhan Sirha.'1.~S boen e~--.:ceuted after yeo.r.E_ of dela.y., a.nd tha-'i:; •!;his 

condition has to be bad. Speck Tcilled 8 people in 0:boui; 1966 or 1967; he 
----. 

is still around 1 Cassius Cley- is still .free af-lier years._ 

I don't know if judges are working half the time or what is the matte:i:-., 

btrli somcthinz. is all wrong. If Congi:"ess hn.s i:n authorize more judges~ -hhen 

you should a;t; least ask for them with a laJ.1 ge public flourish. If fue fa.ult 

is not Congress'., then whose is it? And Jret' s get them on the ball. 

This ad.minis·l.ration was elected 1'lith a charge to do somethine; about crime. 
Speck t: Sirhan 

The ~·roA mentioned were no-',:; in the f'~deral category of cr:irt1es., bu·!; there is 

. some l:ind of fantastic foot-dragging occurring. You should [_;0-\:; the ad.minis·'-- . 
v.1.•at:i..011, 

1· 
e::oneratod by f:i;;;inc; the blame elsewhere., or if' tho blam.o is i'ederaJ. .. w1,,, ,_ • 

., •-',<.S\, lZ 

going ix> be done about it? 

/ 
/ 

/ 

'l7 DEC 16 1969 · -. 

L ,..., l c·=--- - ---- t .......... -~--BIIM.llia ... 1~n~ DlV,. ...,___~ 



SNYDER MOLASSES COMPANY 
· 1791 Howard Street 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60626 



T. · 1r-18-69 

JL: ADC : j ac :·l·mo 
.DJ 166-12C-l 

Mrs. Ruth Samson 
· 5700 Carbon Canyon Road, Sp. 27 

Brea, California 92621 

Dear Mrs. Samson: 

• 
JAN i 61970 

President Nixon has ref"erred to this I>epartmen1; 
your correspondence·or September 25, 1969, concerning 
Violence in America. We apologize for o·ur delay in · 
responding. · · 

You oan understand that it ·1s not possible tor 
the President personally to answer all the correspondence 
addrctased to him. He wants you· to_ know, however, that 
he appreciates your taking the time to write him. You 

- may be sure th.at your view~ end comments ha9fe been care­
fully noted. 

We can otter no excuse tor the presence o,f 1n­
ore•e.1ntf violeno·e and. lawlessneats in our sooiet7 today. 
We ean only ae&ure you :th.•t we ~r~ oent1nuing_tQ aeek 
eve,:-y m•ans -and pursue ev·ery po-ssibili~y whio·h will-

. help to correct this situation. · 

cc: Recor~ 
Chrono 
Chotin 
Corres. Unit 

Sincerely,~ 

JERRI$ 'LEONARD 
Assistant Attorney General 

C1Y11 Rights Division 

AfiTHUR D. CHOTI.N 
AttoPnay 

Criminal Seotion 

........ 



/~~ , ,, ,;./'. 1 J , 

~ear Mr. President: 

5700 Carbon Canyon Road, Sp. 27 
Brea, ~ifornia 92621 
Septem-,.. 25, 1969 

;:::~ast night, on TV, I heard Mil ton Eisenhm·rnr give a brief report from 
./ the investigatio1; ~-~_ yio~ence. He said TV programs excite violence 

/ because on television children "see the good guys and the bad guys 
/: get what they want by using violence." 

"The good rn as well as the bad guys get what they want by using 
violence." That is an accurate measurement of what is -wrong with our 
world. We are too violentl We kill for sport, we kill for food, we 
kill for profit. 

Last night, and Tuesday, we were shown, over TV, how meat companies kill 
the animals we eat. It is brutall not only for the animals, but also 
for the men who do the killing. It makes meat a repulsive food. 

Judged by the Commandment "Thou shalt not kill," all wars are immoral. 
It is irmnoral to kill for sport, for food, for profit. As a nation we 
justify all these forms of violence. And yet we are shocked and 

/ / 

~~!r!~ir~n a~~e;~ll of wrath and revenge when an ind· · :Ut:I.-.L--J-,~-~_Bi_S-L-WJ.2'1.. __ ai.:~c.---_-_ --
i- •nTr•:-,n r,c· IIJ,flCE R 

Sirhan Bishara Sirhan's jury doomed him to San Quen in's gas chamber b_-E 
cause "they viewed the June 5, 1968 slaying of Sena <l:tt Rqllei·t i. ~fm-e4y; 
as a heinous and coldblooded act." His execution w !! no~ es~en o 
violence. It will perpetuate the system that makes er minals. · R 

R.A . D 
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy asked the court to spare the.life of Si Dllf.., 
said, "my brother was a man of love and sentiment and~;:c-;::o-;;;m~p:;;a-;;s;-;s::;1.~o~n~.=.:..:~~~""1d 
not have wanted his death to be a cause for the taking of another 

What has happened to our sense of justice? We taught Sirhan to kill, and 
now we (society) want to kill him for doing what we taught him to do. 

Sensitive children see killing: crimes, murders, warfare over TV. They 
see it in newspapers and magazines. They hear older people talk about 
it. Their daddy goes to war and maybe he never comes home again, or 
he comes home without an arm or a leg. 

But, Sirhan experienced the horror of killing. WAR for him was real 
horror, not a black and white TV picture of horror. He experienced 
what no child should experience. 

We adults are the criminalsl So let us not condemn Sirhan for his 
twisted life. Let us condemn rug:_ way of life because it is twisting the 
lives of too many children. 

The magnitude of Q.1!r. violence is greater than that of any other nation, 
because we are the only nation that has dropped atom bombs on other human 
beings. Our guilt is so great, ~we should assume leadership in a world­
wide effort to build a world that is right for childrenl a world without: 
war, hunger, poverty, illiteracy, pollution, etc. This degree of co-

- 1 operation would help to reduce th~, :Qbimlation explosion. To accomplish 
this you should create _a,,Depa'!rtmeri.t of Peace, and a Department of Pop­
ulation and Environment. 

Most respectfully yours, 

~&~~ 
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'-"iRECORD ,. . . . . - . . 

'.-::, . _- PRESENTS 

:S:OUHDS-~~o~ .. GEN 
·- -• ~~ ... ' . . .:._ ·.- ---:: . ~ ·-

,The fantastic sounds of two .9.i~!"fs, Herb Alpert ar 
·J.arach, each with their..JatesLhit- ·alb~~-
:•~WARM- Herb Alpert· & The Tiiuana Brass. A 
and groovy album from i:le_rb.Aleert and the T.J.B 

•MABE·rr. EASY 011 YOU·RSELF -1 
: · h. ln:chtt.les.~t'II Never Fa~f In love·Again/' "This c 
Witlf You,11

·
11Any Day Now," "She's Gon~ Away,"·"C 

the Way to San Jose~' and many, many MQ~e. 
. . . 

. THESE ALBUMS ALSO AVAIL.I 
OH STEREO TAPES 

Every single Ampex st◄ 
. huge · inventory -is now 
your selection from: 
Doors, Jiml Hendri& 
Cream, Iron Butte.rJ 
Clearwater, Wes M< 
many, many more. ·• 

4-·TRJ 

:3~ 
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T. 10/30/69 · 

JL : D~M: j ac : f vh 
DJ 166-12C-l 

Miss uehbie' Rattles 
Post Office Box 94 

· .Beaufort,· Missouri... 63013 · 

President Nixon has referred to this Department . 
your correspondence postmarked August 14, 1969, con­
cerning Sirhan Sirhan. We apologize for our delay in 
responding. 

You can understand that it is not possible for 
t.h_e, ·PrssideJ?-t. per,ona.lly _to· answer -~l th'e_, ~~ra_aponde~cti 
addresaed to hia. He wants you t~ know, however,.- that::. . -
he appreciat&st-· Y,OUt' taking .. the tJ.-.., to Wri·u,. r,_. • 

. - • • . _. ,. r . • . • , • • ,,. •· . ~-. ~ . . •, ,' • • ., 

. ·,. '. Th~ Department o'f_ Jr.isti~' doe·•·· not, hav•· the 
· inform·tion you seek. You ·:may•- wish to contact· the 
officials of the Superior Court of the County"nf Los 
Angeles in order to -obtain a response to you.r question. 

Sincerely, 

JERlUS .Ll,;ONARD 
.Aaaistant Attorney General 

Ci=.til RigJ:it& Division 

By: 

. .Aloting· a 
·Records/ · . 

DOl<OTHY &,. MEAD 
Attorney 

Publie Accommodat.iona 

Chrono 
MEtad 
.Correa. Unit 

-. 





fl'~ /l,--zt&.;_, 
~1_,c--µJvt /,;z_:7, 

C.J(J 13 

;, o .. JJ~ 9t 



GPO 16-79Jl()8-1 









r 7 9 ';7,,u~<_J:.i'_ 'i_ 

':~u;u.,d/(:;c ,rel'0-c() I • ' 

7Jr /} J lcti!_vf;r,,_/U/f~-tl_, 

,r 

-L~L--L 

,'f ,d;_, /L,,u/,;: ,/ 3' 6_,t;~ 61 (,,,,,u,~ ,,_ 

h,,,,,,,d_,-,:yc~x ,, 4J,c, 
1 /..- \ " i(,, .. 

)~~fl~ 

• 



L 



,._ 
• 

T:. 9/26/69 . 
· R,T: .10/7 /69 . 

RT.: ·10/21/69 
·. JL :·ls·: slr :evb 

DJ 166-12C-l .· October 21, 1969 

Honorabie George Murphy 
United states-Senate 
Washin~ton, o. c. 20510 

near Senator Murphy: 

This is in reply to your rueruorandum of 
Augutst · 6, 1969, to which was attached a letter and 
th<~ copy of a news clipping from Mr.. Clifford A. . . 
Hauenstein. Please excuse my dela.y _in_res,po~dim;. 

. . 

_ .. We · a9ree that ~r.. Sch.ulbe_rg:' • argument may 
merit consideration an.d l ui sun the oourta are 
m:ihdf':ll ~f the P,roblem. 'lhank you for.brinvi~g 
_the .,r-tl.ole ·to my attention. 

I am retur¥,t19 your enclosures herewith. 

cc, tbds 
Chrono 
DAG. 
Corres ·• Unit;. 

Sincerely, 

. JERRIS LEONABD 
_ .uai•:_i:ant Attorney General 

-. Civil Right.a· Division 

.,. 
' 



CIVIL RIGHTS DI~SION 

( ) Assistant Attorney General 

( ) First Assistant 

( ) Second Assistant 

( ) Executive Assistant 

( ) Cer.~ral Section ( ) 
Attorney 

( ) Easter.i Section ( ) 
Attorney 

( ) !fo:::-t:ieastern Sectio:i ( ) -=--,-.,.-----
Attorney 

( ) Soutnern Section ( ) -~-,------Attorney 

( ) Western Section ( ) 

RETURN TO: 

Editorial Unit 

) Section Docket Clerk 

INDEX Ti-:;le: 

STATE: ------- CITY: 

COUiffl: 

CROSS REF: 
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August 6, 1969 

Respectfully referred to: 

Department of Justice 

Because of the desire of this office to be 

responsive to all inquiries and comnrunications, 

your consideration of the attached is 

requested. Your findings and views, in 

duplicate form, along with return of the 

enclosure, will be appreciated by 
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August 6, 1969 

Respectfully referred to: 

Department of Justice 

Because of the desire of this office to be 

responsive to all inquiries and communications, 

your consideration of the attached is 

requested. Your findings and views, in 

duplicate form, along with return of the 

enclosure, will be appreciated by 
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The Honorable r-e0r~e Murphy 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Senator Murphy: 

July 26, 1969 

I am enclosin~ an article by Budd Schulber~ 
which apoeared in the Los Anf,eles Times "West" 
mar--a=ine. The thesis of· .the article is that· there 
are some crimes which .have. such ·an e>verwhelininp; · 
effect on the entire country(nolitical assination, 
for ex~-nple) that they cannet be tried and judged 
by conventional trial procedUJ:>es and thus, a 
radically new means of handling such cases must 
be clevised. 

It would a-ppear that Mr. Schul berg I s argument 
has merit, and I weuld appreciate ymu giving it 
yoU?- c!'ri~i aeration.. I would be v~ry int~resteri_ 
in any c~nnnents ·that you might have. 

sa1,c7J;{~'"" -i:::_ 
CliY/:,rd A. Hauenstein 
23847 Aetna st. 
Weodlani Hills, Calif. 
91364 
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Year.; ago we covered the luride 
"White Flame" murder trial for a 
Los Angeles paper, a typical South­
ern California crime of passion, a 
sob sister's delight. Compared "to the 
screaming head.Jines of that trial. or 

Sirhan Sirhan 
vs. 

American Justice 
(Laat ol two parts) 

of a "Black Dahlia" or a "Dr. Finch 
Murder Case," the trial of the 
assassin of Bobby Kennedy was 
reported with second-section modes-
ty. For us the trial of Sirhan Sirhan 
was an eerie one to cover because it 
was the first (and we pray the last) 
time we were to attend a trial for 
a murder we had witnessed with our 
own eyes. 

The security check of those 
privileged few permitted to move 
through the protective barrier anJ 
enter the courtroom was the most 
.thorough body-search we have ever 
experienced .. First you· removed 
everything from your pockets, every 
pen. pencil, slip of paper, coin, 
paper clip. Then you leaned 
forward on a table while young 
officers frisked you carefully from 
neck to shoelace. (Lady reporters· 
said they even had to remove their 
shoes. nor were bras sacrosanct to 
the distaff fuzz.) After the body-

1 se::::-ch :::n e!ectrc!'li~ g~dget '.V!!.S !'..!!!. 1 

·slowly along every inch of you to 
make· scientifically cei:tain that you 
were not carrying a concealed 
weapon; no tiny revolver, no pocket 
knife, not even a pin to endanger the 
precious life of the young man who 
robbed us of Robert F. Kennedy. 

At one point in my search one day, 
the electronic device began to 
. scream and two pennies were 
detected, forgotten in a small inside 

. flap within a larger side pocket. 
Neither were newspapers admissible. 
The jury was not to be exposed to 
the daily press. though how one 
could break through the barrier of 
bailiffs and plainclothesmen be­
tween the press section and the jury 
box would have been a problem for 
Houdini. Perhaps they feared we 
would roll our newspapers into clubs 
or spears and turn the decorous trial 
into the chaos of Dallas. 

. After one had run the gamut of 
state troopers and Hall of Justice 
security officers. the courtroom itself 
was rather an anticlimax. It was 
smaller. for instance, than the 
courtroom in Beverly Hills where 
.my wife went on trial for driving 35 
miles an hour in a 25-mile zone. It 
was similar in size to the courtroom 

, where we assisted one of our young 

The trial ol Sirhan B. Sirhan 
certainly was a cut above 

Dalla8, or Memphis. But tlie 
magnitude of the crime and 

its nature a., a political 
rather than personal act­

the modern Americun • • - ____ J, .. rlrt11'-· 
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- • ·- .e ...oc,vered the lurid 
,. U' 3 ~..,, . l f . .! " •c t-l.,nic .. murder ~na

1 
S ortha 

.. ..... .kS papc:t, a typ1ca ou -

Sirhan Sirhan 
• vs. 

American Justice l~ -~"~ -rt crime of passion, a 
l .ih,·•'u.- d th ,,. . Jdi~ Compare to e 

~ ~ s he:i.cllines of that trial. or 
"'11,smu:n;!: ~h1~" or a ~·or. Finch 
_J ··l3f.,M:k LI~ 
~ • c~... the trial of the 
M~r of Bobby Kennedy was 
~UT d . d reported with sea>n -secnon mo es-

for ms the trial of Sirhan Sirhan z~ an eerie one to cover because it 
cas the first (and we pray the last) 
~ we were to attend a trial for 
a JrJUrder we bad witnessed with our 

osn eyes. 
The security check of those 

· rivileeed few permitted to move 
~rough ;the protective barrier an<l 

, en1er the courtroom was the most 
thorough body-search we have ever 
~xperielllCed. First you removed 
everything from your pockets, every 
pen. pem:il, slip· of paper, coin, 

· paper dip. Then you leaned 
forward <0n a table while young 
officers frisked you carefully from 
neci: to shoelace. (Lady reporters 
said they even had to remove their 
shoes. nor were bras sacrosanct to 
the distaff fuzz.) After the body­
search an erectronic gadget was run 

i s!ow!y !!b~g ;::-..'!>!"'J i.~h '.:'f vo11 tn 
make scient1hcaiiy cenain i.i;ai yo;i i 
were lDot carrying a concealed 
~pom:; no tiny revolver. no pocket 
knife .. not even a pin to endam!et the 
preciOlils life of the young ma'n who 
robbed us of Robert F. Kennedy. 

Atcme point in my search one day. 
the dectronic device bezm to 

. scream and two pennie; were 
detected, forgotten in a small inside 
flap within a larger side pocket. 
Neither were newspapers admissible. 
The jury was not to be exposed to 
the daily press, though how one 
could !break through: the barrier of 
bailiffs and plainclothesmen be­
tween the press section and the jury 
box would have been a problem for 
Houdini. Perhaps they feared we 
would roll our newspapers into clubs 
or spears and turn the decorous trial 
into the chaos of Dalt.as. 

After one had run the gamut of 
state troopers and Hall of Justice 
security officers. the oourtroom itself 
was !father an anticlimax.. It was 
smaller. for instance, than the 
courtroom in Beverly Hills where 
-my w,ife went on trial for driving 35 
miles an hour in a 25-mile zone. It 
was similar in size to the courtroom 
where we assisted one of our young 
Watts -~ritFs c:.arg_ied with interfer-

(Last ol two parts) 

The trial ol Sirhan B. Sirhan 
certainly u,a., a cut above 

Dallas, or Memphi:1. But the 
magnitude of the crime and 

it. nature as a political 
rather than per:,onal act­

the modern American 
a.asaMination syndrome-­

""nbP.5 ordinary local 

Rose Bowl and at the Battle of the 
BuJgwck is a ruddy-faced rock.of. 
a mallll'1th _a Sr!ncer Tracy stoop, 
in fact with a Spencer Tracy no­
nonsense All-American directness; 
he was flanked by David Fitts, a 
sophisticated man who sometimes 
used phrases and words his witnes­
ses did not understand, and by John 
Howard, barrel-chested and, like 
Compton, suggesting square and 

· solid rather than cube and complex. 
. In the opposite corner we found 
one of those superstars that criminal 
law enjoys-Southern California's 
answer to Melvin Belli, Percy 
Foreman and Lee Bailey-Grant 
Cooper. While the prosecution went 
about its business with a kind of 
stolid semi-thoroughness, G ran t 
Cooper gives a prize-winning per­
formance, somehow managing to 

_ superimpose Cary Grant on Gary 
Cooper. Stylish, urbane, disingen­
uous, sometimes grinning at his own 
cleverness, Grant~ Coope~ created an 
impression of being in complete 
command of these proceedings, like 
a circus master dancing with theatri­
cal elegance from ring to ring. A 
dapper, scene-stealing leading man 
was Grant Cooper, with a star 
perfomier·s love of limelight. During 
court recesses, rnther th:in t:!!ce the . 
15 or 20 minutes to catch his breath 1 

or confer quietly with colleagues as 
did his less flamboyant opponents, 
Grant Cooper enjoyed throwing 
himself into the whirlpool question­
ing of the press milling in the 

·corridor outside the courtroom. 
Overshadowed but very much a 
figure in his own was Emile Zola 
Bem1an, who flew out from New 
York to join forces with Cooper. A 
potenf team they made. 

Berman, with the beak and 
complexion of an angry, featherless 
bird of prey. is Jewish and was 
understandably touchy about attach­
ing himself to a case so inextricably 
bound to the Arab cause. There was 
one entire morning devoted to 
testimony from Pal;;,stinian Arabs 
describing their forcible removal 
from their homes in Jerusalem, 
suggesting how the displacement and 
maltreatment could poison and 
cripple the personality of a sensitive 
child like Sirhan Sirhan. And Sirhan 
himsdf had taken the stand to 
render what amounted to a detailed 
lecture on the birth of Zionism and 
the complex diplomacy of the 
Middle East that led to the emer­
gence of Israel. "Boy, am I going to 
~.i_tch_~cll in N\!w York today!'' said 
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make: scientifically certain that you 
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knife.- not even a pin to endanger the 
wecious life of the young man who 
rc,bbedus of Robert F. Kennedy. 

Atone point in my search one day, 
the: electronic device began to 
scream· and two pennies were 
; detected,. forgotten in a small inside 
· flap~ within· a larger · side pocket. 
: Neither were newspapers admissible. 
'Ilic.jury was not to be- exposed- to 
the= daily. press. though how one 

· coukLbreak drrough the barrier of 
: bailiffs and plainclothesmen be­
. tween:·the .press section and the jury 
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·: Houdini Perhaps they feared we 

would-roll our newspapers into clubs 
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state" troopers and Hall of Justice I 
security officers. the courtroom itself 
was rather an anticlimax. It was 
smaller~- for instance. than the 

. courtroom in Beverly Hills where 
• .my-wife went on trial for driving 35 

miles an hour in a 25-mile zone. It 
was similar in size to the courtroom 
where we assisted one of our young 
Watts writers charged with interier-

1 ing with the arrest of an alleged 
traffic .·offender. With its nine rows 
of· seats for 65 spectators. this 
seemed an ordinary courtroom for a 
routine trial; certainly not the scene 
of judgment for a crime that had 
shaken the world and deprived us of 
our· most promising presidential 
candidate .. 

Oil: the right sat Buck Compton, 
captain of the prosecution team. an 
u.-football. star. a hero both in the 
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The trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan 
certainly wcu a cut above 

Dallas, or Memphis. But the 
magnitude of the crime and 

its nature- cu a political 
rather than personal act­

the modern American 
auauination syndrome­

makes ordinary local 
court proceedings inadequate 

to cope with it, or define 
it, delve into its cau.ses 

and resolve questions of 
conspiracy. Perhaps a new 

kind of apecial national 
tribunal i& needed for 

political murder-to make 
the trial lit the crime. 

By BUDD SCHULBERG 
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Coo?aStylish. urbane, disin~t · 
uous, .,e~imcs grinning at his ~,;,~ • 
cleverness, Grant Cooper created an 
impression of being in complete 
commaf!d of these proceedings. like 
a circus master dancing with theatri­
cal elegance from ring to ring. A 
dapper, scene-stealing leading man 
was Grant Cooper, with a star 
performer's love of limelight. During 
court recesses, rather than take the 
15 or 20 mii:uites to catch his brea.th 

·or·~nfer quietly with colleagues as 
did his less flamboyant opponents, 
Grant Cooper enjoyed throwing 
himself into the whirlpool question­
ing of - the press milling in the 
corridor outside the courtroom. 
Overshadowed but very much a 
figure in his own was Emile Zola 
Bennan, . who flew out from New 
:Y<:>rk .to 1oin forces with Cooper. A 
potent tea"m they made. 

Berman, with. the beak and 
complexion of an angry, featherless 
bird of prey, is Jewish and was 
understandably touchy about attach­
ing himself to a case so inextricably 
bound to the Arab cause. There was 
one entire morning devoted to 
testimony from Palestinian Arabs 
describing their forcible removal 
_from their ho:nt~ ~•i J;;r1!5~!em., 
suggesting how the displacement and 
maltreatment could poison and 
cripple the personality of a sensitive 
child like Sirhan Sirhan. And Sirhan 
himself had taken the stand to 
render what amounted to a detailed 
lecture on the birth of Zionism and 
the complex diplomacy of the 
Middle East that led to the emer­
gence of Israel. "Boy, am I going to 
catch hell in New York todav!'' said 
"Zook" Berman to a small group of 
reporters at one noon recess. 

Then why did Emile Zola Berman 
take this case? For the same reason, 
his champions insist, that he defend­
ed critical civil rights cases in Dixie. 
Because unpopular cases and causes 
must be defended as spiritedly as 
popular ones. In this case, Berman 
would explain, there was an added 
incentive: California has a new de-
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enter the courtroom was the mo~t 
thorough body-search we have ever 
experienced. First you removed 

erything from your pockets. every 
.n. pencil, slip of paper, coin, 

paper clip. Then you leaned 
forward on a table while youno 
officers frisked you carefully fron~ 
neck to shoelace. (L,dy reporters 
said they even had to remove their 
shoes. nor were bras sacrosanct to 
the distaff fuzz.) After the body­
search an electronic gadget was run 
slowly along every inch of yo·u to 
make scientifically certain that you 
were not. carrying a concealed 
weapon; no tiny revolver, no pocket 
knife. not even a pin to endanger the 
precious life of the young man who 
robbed us of Robert F. Kennedy. 

At one point in my search one day, 
the electronic device began to 
. scream and two pennies were 
detected, forgotten in a small inside 

. flap within a larger side pocket. 
Neither were newspapers admissible. 

· The jury was not to be exposed to 
the daily press, though how one 
could break through the barrier of 
bailiffs and plainclothesmen be­
tween the press section and the jury 
box would have been a problem for 
Houdini. Perhaps they feared we 
would roll our newspapers into clubs 
or spears and turn the decorous trial 

1 into the chaos of Daiias. i 

· After one had run the gamut of I 
state troopers and Hall of Justice 
security officers. the courtroom itself 
was rather an anticlimax. It was 
smaller. for instance, than the 
courtroom iri Beverly Hills where 
.my wife went on trial for driving 35 
miles an hour in a 25-mile zone. It 
was similar in size to the courtroom 
where we assisted one of our young 
Watts writers charged with interfer­
ing with the arrest of an alleged 
traffic offender. With its nine rows 
of seats for 65 spectators, this 
seemed an ordinary courtroom for a 
routine trial; certainly not the scene 
of judgment for a crime that had 
shaken the world and deprived us of 
our most promising presidential 
candidate. 

On the right sat Buck Compton, 
captain of the prosecution team, an 
ex-football star, a hero both in the 
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From 

Director 

(Rev. 41-9) 
'· Federal Bureau of Investigation 

To 

D The Attorney General 

D The Solicitor General 
D The Deputy Attorney General 

D Assistant Attorney General 

D Director, Bureau of Prisons 

D The Pardon Attorney 

D Chainnan, Parole Board 

August 14, 1969 

D Assistant Attorney General for Administration 

D Immigration and Naturalization Service 
D Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs 

D Office of Alien Property 

D Chief - Accounts Branch 

D Chief - Administrative Services Office 

D Chief of Personnel 
D g.efieral Litigation Section, Civil Division 

~ecords Administration Office / 
Att.: D Antitrust Div. D Civil Div. ·IJ2r'Civil Rights Div. 

D Criminal Div. D Internal Security Div. 

D Inter-Division Information Unit D Community Relations Service I 

D A. No further action will be taken in this case in the absence of a specific 

request from you. 

D B. Please advise what further investigation, if any, is desired in this matter. 

D C. For your information, I am enclosing a communication regarding the 

holder of a diplomatic or international organization visa. 

~or your information. 

D E. Please note change in caption of this case. 

cc: D Attorney General D Deputy Attorney General 

John Edgar Hoover 

Director 

D Antitrust Div. □Civil Div. D Civil Rights Div. 

D Criminal Div. D Internal Security Div. D IDIU 

Enc. { (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form 
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.! 
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CIVIL RIGHTS 

The_ trial of SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHA;~ continued at 
Los.Angeles County Superior Court, Numb~r 107, State of 
Califq_rnia, du~lng February 1969._ On 2/13/69, opening 
arguments were made by prosecution attorney. 
Defense Attorney EMILE ZOLA BERMAN made his 
opening statements on 2/14/69, and the first 
four witnesses testified to the shooting. Trial 
continued and on 2/26/69, the prosecution rested 
its case. Th.e de fens~ opened its case on 2/28/69. 
Trial continued and on 4/8/69; .both prosecution and 
defense rested their .cases-. On 4/14/69, the case 
was sent to the jury for deliberation. The jury 
returned a verdict~of guilty of murder in the first 
degree against SIRHAN, and also found him guilty of 
assault with a dangerous weapon with intent to commit 
mu_rder on five other counts in the indictment. On 4/23/69, 

_after a separate penalty trial, the jury returned a verdict 
of death for SIRJ-LC,N BISHARA SIRHAN. On 5/21/69, SIRHAN was 

formally sentenced to death, and ordered remanded . 
to San Quentin Prison. SIRHAN was sentenced to 
the term prescribed by law in the· rema:ining charges 
against him. Background information concerning 
SiaHAN set forth, including interviews of fellow 
~tudents, fellow workers, and information concerning 
't)rothers of SIFU-J:AN including SAIDALLAH, SHARIF, .MUNIR, 
J~d ADEL. Additional interviews conducted of persons 
~n area of shooting including hotel employee, ca□paign 
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workers, student supporter, and press representative._ 
Additional investigation conducted concerning_KHAIBAR_ 
KHAN and members of his family concerning their 
alleged contact with SIRHAN. No further information· 
developed concerning radio broadcast of shooting 
of Senator KENNEDY prior to his actual shooting. 

________ Mis_cellaneous information regarding investigation 
of the assassination of Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY· -set ·forth. - -. ----- - ----

- p -
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On February 4, 1969, trial of SIRF..AN BISHARA 
SIRHAN was resumed at Los Angeles County Superior Court. 
Court proceedings consisted of efforts on the part of 
the . defense to support the motion for dismissal of the 
Grand Jury indictment concerning SIRHAN. SIRHAN and ___ his 
.mother MARY SIRHAN, both testified concerning their 
economic status. Judge HERBERT B. WALKER denied the de.f.ense 

motion. 

On Febru2.ry_ 5;·. 1969, efforts were made by both 
the.prosecution and the defense to select alternate jurors 
to serve for this trial. 

The twelve jurors previously selected were sworn 
in but Will not be . sequestered until the. si_x alternate jurors 
are selected. · 

On February 11, 1969, selection of all jurors 
was ·completed and further proceedings were continued until 
February 13, 1969.. · · · . · 

Defense Attorney, GR.A.NT B. COOPER, on February 13, 
1969, made a motion for a mistrial in this matter based on 
·recent articles appearing in ·the local press that SIRHAN · 
might be considering a change of ple~ to guilty. All members 
of the jury including the six alternate members were individually 
examined in the Judge's chambers relative to the effect that 
this publicity might have had on them. Following the exami­
nation of the jurors, Judge WALKER denied the motion for a 
mistrial. · 

Los Angeles County Deputy District Attorney, DAVID 
FITTS then made the opening statements to the court on behalf 
of the prosecution attorneys . 

. Defense Attorney, EMILE ZOLA !,ERMAN presep.ted the 
opening arguments for the defense on February 14, 1969, _ 
and the first four witnesses to appear in thfs case testified. 
These included emp·loyees of the Ambassador 'i<rho we~e employed 
on the night that Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY was shot. 

4 
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The defense attorney at the beginning of the court 
session on February 20, 1969, again moved for a mistrial 
based on local press accounts that SIRHAN was willing to 
pleao guilty to a first degree murder charge if he could 
be assured of a sentence of life imprisonment rather than 
death. These proceedings took place in the Judge's chambers 
but apparently the story leaked to the local press and at 
the afternoon recess, Judge WALKER made available copies 
of transcripts concerning proceedings in.charnbers on that 
morning so that all press representatives would have the 
same infornta ti on. · · 

During the court session on February· 25, 1969, 
the prosecution mov~d to admit· as evidence in this trial 
the diary and other papers of SIRHAN that were obtained in 
a search of SIR.BAN' s residence on June 5, 1968·~. The defense 
objected to the admission into .evidence of these papers and 
Judge WALKER overruled their objection and permitted the~r entry. 
Just prtor to the noon recess, SIRHAN stood up in· court and 
stated "your Honor, it is not admitted into evidence yet". 
~IRHAN' s outburst was related to :testimony then being given 
by LAURENCE SLOAN, ·Exarriiner of questioned documents for the 
I;,os Angeles County _District Attorney's Off~ce. 

On February 26., 1969, the prosecution rested the 
case and the 0: jury was given copies of SIRHAN' s notebooks 
which had been admitted i~to evidence .. Court proceedings 
were continued until February 28, 1969. 

The defense opened it's case at the court ·session 
on February 28., 1969 and durlng the afternoon session while 
a witness from the Pasadena School sy9tem was testifying 
concerning the academic record of SIRHl\N., SIRHAN stood up 
in court and addressed the Judge. His attorney seated him~ 
requested permi.ssion to approach the bench and the jury was 
excused. SIRHAN requested permission to speak and inq.icated 
a desire to change his plea to guilty to murder in the.first 
degree. SIRHAN. also requested to be ex.ecuted and to dis­
associate himself from hie -present staff of defense attorneys. 
In response to a question from the Judge., SIRRA.N indicated that 
he had ·willfully killed Senator ROBERT F~ KENNEDY after 20 
years of pre~ed:t ta te~ malice :·,}(lore thought. 

- 5 -
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SIRHAN insisted that he be allowed to represent 
himself and the Judge declared·· him incompetent to defend 
himself. The Jud~~,.,ruled that the trial would continue and 
he admonished SIRF.i.A/J that if there were further outbursts 
of this nature, he would be physically restrained in the 
court. · -

When court reconvened, defense Atto.rney GRANT 
COOPER, speaking for himself and the other de_fense counsels, 
made a motion that all defense attorneys be disassociated 
from the case due to differences of opinion between them-· 
selves, and SIRHAN as to the proper conduct of the trial. 
This motion was denied by the Judge and trial was ordered 
_ to proceed. 

During the court session on _March· 6, 1969, while 
SIRHAN was testifying as a witness, the defense attorney, 
after conference with the prosecution and the Judge, read 
the·entire transcript to the court, including the jury of 
the events that occurred during_SIRHAN's outbursts in the. 
court session on February 28, 1969. SIRHAN was then 
excused_ as a witness. 

Judge WALKER at the 9pening of the court se·ssion of 
March 7, 1969, advised the jury that ih determining the guilt 
or innocence of SIRHAN to disregard the testimony given on 
March 6, 1969 regarding the statements made by SIRHAN at 
the court session on February 28, 1969, whi"le the jury was 
absent. Prosecution Attorney, DAVID FITTS made a statement 
to the court that he considered the Judge's instructions in 
error and felt that the jury should be able to consider the 
statements in anyway that _they wished. The Judge concurred 
with the prosecution:, and def~nse continued with the presenta-
tion of defense witnesses. · · 

During the court session of Ma·rch 28, 1969, it was 
announced that one of the regular jurors had been taken ill 
during the night and an alternate juror was selected to re­
place the regular juror. 

- 6 -
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On April 8, 1969, both the defense.and nrosecution 
attorneys rested their case. Closing arguments were made 
at the court-session following April 8., 1969 and on April 14, 

. 1969, Judge WALKER read the instructions to the jury and the 
case was sent to the jury for d·eliberation at 3 :00 p .m. on 
this date. 

On April 17, 1969, the jury. returned a verdict ,., 
in this case finding SIRHAN guilty of murder in the first 
degree on count one of the indictment. On the remainder of 
the five counts., SIRHAN was found guilty ~ assault with a 
dangerous weapon with intent to commit mu~er. The penalty 
trial to determine the possibility of the death sentence 
was scheduled to begin on April 21, 1969~ . 

On April 23., 1969, the jury_ in the.trial of SIRHAN 
BISHARA SIRF...AN, returned a verdict of ·aeath (or SIRHAN. Further 
bearings in'·.this- n:iatter were continued until May· 21, 1969. 

On May 21; 1969, defense Attorney GRANT COOPER, 
presented arguments for a motion for- a new trial for SIR.HAN 
BISH.ARA SIR...t.IAN. The motion for: .a new -trial was based en 
13 points of alleged court errors in the trial of SIRHAN. 
The motion for the new trial was denie.d by Judge WALKER on 
all 13 points which had been specified by the defense. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN WIRIN_and FRED OKRAND of the 
American Civil Liberties Union · joined defense attorney's· argu­
ment for a hearing on the cons ti tutionali ty of the death 
penalty. The request for this hearing was deni°edby the 
Judge. 

Prior to the arguments concerning a motion for a 
new trial, Los Angeles Distric_t Attorney EVELLE J. YOUNGER, 
presented a letter he had received from Senator EDWARD 
KE!-l"NEDY requesting clemency __ · for SIRHAN. 

. After the motion for a new _trial was denied, Judge 
WALKER formally sentenced SIRHAN to death and ordered him· 
remanded to San Quentin Prj_son within ten days. The Judge 
pronounced that the findings of the jury were correct in this 
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