
3 
LA 

She stated that she could not tell whether the 
unk.n:)wn female she saw was wearing a pol~c.a dot dress. She 
advised that she did not see anyone she knGw at the Ambassador 
Hotel on June 5, 19S8, ~dn v:i tnessed the shooting 0r tiho 
could furnish any pertinent information concerning the events 
leading up to the shooting. 
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JAMES C. BUSCH, age 18, 4433 Colbath Street, 
Apartment 24, Sherman Oa:rn, California, telephone number 
789-5312, furnished the following infoi"mation with respect 
to l1is knowledge of the shooting of Senator KENN:i£DY, June 5, 
19S8: 

On June 4, 1968, after attending the Los Angeles 
Dodge:rs-Pittsburgh Piratez baeeball game with hie sister, ANDREA 
BUSCH, and a friend, RICHARD HARVEY RITTNER, they decided to 
go to the Ambassador Hotel to see Senator KENNEDY. He recalls 
that on the inbound Hollywood Freeway, v:hile listening to the 
radio,they heard the opening comments by Senator KENNEDY. 
He drove his car to the Ar,1bassador Hotel and parked in the 
rear parking lot facing S'.:)Uth when the epeech ended. When 
they ~ere ready to get out of the car, he heard the commentator 
:m the radio state, ''v:e are returning t.o IillNl'f.J;DY headquarters, 
something hae happened". He then heard some ecreaming and 
cot"ilti1:>tion over the radio followed_.!;l so(ae statements, "is 
there a doctor in the house? rr ST:f~N SMITH tl1en got on the 
air and because of his Bostonian accent they thought he was 
Senator KENNEDY. SMITH stated, "if you people don't clear 

. the a j_-ea, we cannot get medical a id to the Sena tor. rr He al eo 
'told the people present to clear the area. 

At appro::itnately that time l1e obeerved two individuals 
11:al~(ing quickly tov:ard hi~ car through ~1i2 rear view mirror. 
Botl1 individuals passed the car heading south on hie, the driver'e 
side o-r the car, and as the second indi'J idual passed, he as:{ed 
him, 11what happened?" Ti-1i::: individual stated., 11 they shot him 
in the head. He' 12 dead 11 • He asked hir.1 h:n~ he !<.new this and the 
indiviclual stated that he ·was a busboy at the· ;.1otel and that he 
had ,just shaken Senator lillNNEDY 1 s hand. He also 2-aid, "I saw 
the man pull out the gun and I hit the ground 11 • He also said, 
11 they shot him. He I s d.ead rr. As he stated this he . demonstrated 
tl1e shooting by pulling out an imaginary gun f' :rom his left 
trouser wairtbancI anc1 placihg it to his ric;ht temple. 

7/1/68 Sherman Oa lrn, California File# Los Angeles 56-156 
at 
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The other individual who acc::>m9aniec1 the unl:1'..nown 
male was a female caucasian who etaod on the driver's side 
of the car just in front of the front wheel when the con­
versation took place. As soon as he finished asking questione 
of the unknown male) both the male and the female continued 
,xalldng qu:'ickly toward the end of the parking lot in a 
southerly direction. 

The three o:f them then went to the Ambassador Hotel 
and just as they arrived there from the par!-<.ing lot they 
observed app:roximately five black and -v:hite patrol cars pull 
up. There were many people in the area and he recalls that 
several women were crying and that one woman \'!aS quite 
hysterical. They h~ard that mo~e tlian orie person 
had shot Senator KENNEDY :::o his siE!ter ANDREA euggested that 
the two unknown indiv idualr,, who had just passed the car, 
appeared very strange to her. His siste:c then saw a plainclQthes 
~oliceman to whom they told the story. As soon as the policeman 
heard the story he waved tiw uniformed off icei~s to him and 
motioned to them the direction of the flight of the two unkn::>wn 
individuals whom they had seen. 

After being interviewed in depth by the plainclothes 
policer.1an they 1-·ient into the hotel. His sister bought him and 
hie -r riend, RITTNER,a d:rink and they watched television at 
various locations in the hotel, one being tl1e RAFFERTY head­
quarters. Sometime during this period he telephoned his 
fathe1~ and told him that the area had been blocked off and that 
he t-:as unable to return home at that time. 

He advised that the reason they had 
tal1ced to the policeman v:as that only b·-:o or thr·ee minutes had 
ela1Jeed from the time they had heard the fhooting on the radio 
until the time that they eaw the two unkn.::>vm individuals. 

He has seen the photograph Df JU.AN ROMERO and 
ROi'filRO does not resemble the unknmm male individual whom 
i1e saw. 

He described the unknown individual's as follows: 
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(1) Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Build 
Hair 
Eyes 
Dress 

(2) Se:x 
Race 
Hair 
Dress 

White 
Male 
30 years 
r.:; I c:; II t O r.:~ I 5 II .,, .,, .,, 
Large 
Dark and 1 ong 
No glasses 
Khaki pants; dark shirt or 
sweater with long sleeves; 
and a small brim hat 

Female 
Caucasian 
Shorter length darl<:. in color 
Knee length coat 

BUSCH advised that he did not see Senator KENNEDY 
at any time during the evening nor doeB he recall seeing a 
female in a pollca dot dreErn. He advised that the unlcnown 
female whom he sav: could- have been wearing a polka dot dre1::1s 
tut he could not tell due to the coat ~he was wearing. 
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TED CHARACH, 5712 La Mirada Avenue, Apartment 25, 
Los Angeles, California, telephone 462-3421, when called for 
an appointment related the following: 

Mr. CHARACH said that he was a freelance communications 
(voice man) who worked with some of the freelance recorders 
and photographers including JEFF BRENT of Continental 
Recordings. Concerning himself as a potential witness, Mr. 
CHARACH said that during the actual shooting he was in the 
Embassy Room and did not see the shooting nor did he see 
SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN. 

Immediately after the shooting, Mr. CHARACH 
secured several names of persons in the crowd who claimed 
to have seen the shooting. They are as follows: 

GEORGE GREENE, a Negro, phone number 753-3305 

JIM LOWE, phone number 296-3506 

MIKE WAYNE., who had a Webster phone number, but 
full number or address not obtained due to the 
confusion / 

FRANK CONTE., who appeared to be known to one JOHN 
MILMAN (phonetic) of the 11 Los Angeles Times" 

CONTE was relating he has seen a 11 wild eyed man 11 

running out of the kitchen after the shooting. This statement 
apparently had no connection with revealing a possible suspect 
as it was later confirmed through statements made by persons presen'i 
that the man running was attempting to get to a phone to call 
the ambulance. It was not known if CONTE was a first hand 
witness to the shooting or not. 

On7 /9/68 

GABOR KADAR., President of Diplomatic Sales, 
309 North Ogden Drive, Los Angeles, 90036, phone 
number 934-2168 

a~os Angeles, California 
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KADAR was a witness to the KENNEDY shooting 
according to the statements he made at the scene when being 
interviewed rather extensively by TV newsmen. 

Mr. CHARACH said that automobile bumper stickers 
pertaining to a conspiracy to kill JOHN F. KENNEDY were being 
distributed in the parking lot and around the Ambassador 
Hotel during the Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY's campaign party 
by persons not known to CHARACH. The latter obtained on1of these 
bumper stickers which was taken away from him by MORT 
GOODMAN of the Mort Goodman Company, a public relations 
firm which handled the Ambassador Hotel account. GOODMAN 
was in the press room at the KENNEDY party at the time and 
was protesting against the circu~zation of the bumper stickers. 

There has been some hearsay statements around town 
according to Mr. CHARACH that SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN.and some 
of his associates>had about a year ago appeared on a Joe 
Psne TV Show on Channel 11., Los Angeles., this show at the time 
being produced by MARVE GRAY. This was about the time of the 
outbreak of war in the Middle East. 
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Mr. .hlffHONY CLIF-TON, Reporter, "London Sunday 
Times" j 201 East Ji.2nd St:'::'eet., Ne".'! York, New York.,. stated 
that he covered th& Senator ROBERT F~ KENNEDY Presidential 
,:;ampaign of'-f and 011 since before the J.r.1iana Primary. 

Prior to Benator KENJ.UillY's. :3~"1eech on June 4., .·. 
1S~8, ~LIFTON was in the :µrass .room in tl:e Anibe.ssador .• 
Hotel, Los Angeles,· California~- ·and du:1."11:g the s:peech.: .he 
was iio the :i.-ear and right c~ Senator KENNEDY np a couple 
•O.f staps in :m · alcove which .had beer1 ·r0ped e>ff •.for. 

. senator KEl'fflEDY' s staff. · 

whe11 Sena~or I"8:1lliEDY tu.:i.':i.1~d ·~~ leave .the stage, 
c:.IFTON thought. that Senator KENNEDY wasgoinKdownstairs­
to. a cel.:..ur'atiun for Senator KENNEDY' s ,wo::t·kers •.. CLIFTON. 

·thus headed for a couple of corridors through the kitchen 
~;hen he heard a ~r1.1.sh of glass. - · People we1·e · hystericar•· 
and shouting 11He' s been shot". · They were rushing. 
a!:'~mt knocking over 6lasses. · · · 

CLI?l'Crii sta!"ted for.'lard to· a room whc: .. e the 
J?eople 
him if' 
people 

were rushinE ~rom. He saw.PIERRE SALINGER and asked­
Seriator KENNEDY had been· shot. .SALINGER said several. 
were shot-. . ·. ·.,~_., .. 

CLIFTON could nnt get closer and did not see 
Senator KENNEI:.Y er SIRHAN SIRHAN. He has Iiever. seer.. 
SIRHAN SIRHM!. 

CLIFrON did co,t see the . shooting and did not 
·hear tl:·a --shots. 

CLIFTON went outside the hotel where ca::-s nqrmally •.· 
· · · . pull up in a driveway. He was P.lone ~-

.. . .. 
. . ·7 /16/681 · New York, .New Yo:rk. 
On_ · at~---'---------'------_,-11e# 
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There was a converti:t-le car parke~ in the driveway-. 
It was a dark color., possibly green~ There were about 
four men talking t0 a man.who claimed be was Senator 
KENNEDY I s. driver. 

ihis-man was a"bout 45 to ~o:y('ars oJd,·tall 
and. with graying hair. He had been Se:nat.01- KENNEDY I s driver 
for cnly- i;he p:c-1::-..,lous couple of weeks • _ -

_ The driver said he had bePn the:re since 11:50 
P .. M .. 'or 11:55 PoMo- to pick Ui_:• -~1:mator KENNBDY·.; CLil?ION 
was of' the imp.:-~ssior-. · th~.t ·the d:r·l-7::c i:-:.-::,1. going to. ,take. 

-5P.n.ator KENNEDY "to another celebration. · - ' 

The driver said that before he was aware 
that anything happened inside, }:le saw:three men come ou~ of 
the hote_l, half carrying a.fourth man. -The driver said 
thc:...t one of these meri_ said l'Let I s g-et 'him aii;ay before the 
cops come 11

• · All four got into· a yellow _cab. _ 

The individuals talking to the driver were· 
reporters but not reporters ,covering the canipaiga as CLIFTON 
did not r,ecognige them and, does _,not know thom. All_. of . 
them. got together and later concluded _that this wa~ · 
probably IRA GOLD3:1EIN who was shot in the foot. 

<· ( ~­
.;: __ , ;I!;;.., 
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RICHARD L. COHEN., also known as Richard Rosen., 
11030 Aqua Vista., Studio City, California., voluntarily appeared 
at the Los Angeles Office of the FBI at which time he furnished 
the followin6 signed statement: 

11 Los Angeles., California 
July 12; 1968 

"I, Rlchard L. Cohen, known as Rick Rosen., 
11030 Aqua Vista, studio City, California, furnish 
the following signed statement to Richard P. Doucette, 
who has identified himself to me as a Special Agent 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats 
or promises have been made to me and I furnish this 
statement of my own free will. 

11 0n June 4., 1968., I was at the Ambassador Hotel, 
3L1.oo Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles., California, when 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy gave his vj_ctory speech follow-
·ing the California prj_mary election. At the time 
Senator Kennedy' gave his speech, I was standing on the 
steps of the podium, in the Embassy Room, from which he 
gave his speech. 

"After Sena tor l(ennedy finished his speech, Jack. 
Gallivan:. Mr. Uno, manager for the hotel., and I started 
to lead the way toward the Colonial Room where Senator 
Kennedy planned to thank the members of the press. As 
we 1•1ere passing through the kitchen area I heard a loud 
pop., like a firecracker., from my rear and I turned around 
to see what caused the noise. Senator Kennedy was 
starting to fall to the floor and I saw a man holding a 
blacl: gun; the gun was going off and I could see fire coming 
out the back. Almost at the same time men were grabbing 
for the gun. I remember that a total of five shots were 
being fired. By the time the last shot was fired., the 
man holding the gW1 was subdued by several men> including 
Rosie Grier, Rafer Johnson and Jack Gallivan. 

7 /12/68 Los Angeles, California Fi"lLe GlS Angeles 56-156 On _______ at--------------- ff 
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;iI immediately went to the m·iing c~oo:.~s::, near 
the restrooms, which lead into the Embassy Room.,and 
asked two security guards:, who had heard the shots 
and were coming into the kitchen., not to allow any 
more people in. The guards toolc out tl1eir guns and 
tried to calm the crowd. 

nAfte:r awhile, I sav,, the man uho had fired 
the shots being taken out of the area. I have since 
seen photographs of this man and l1e is known to me as 
SIRHAN BISHARP. SIHHAN. 

11After Sena tor KENNEDY had been t2.ken to Central 
Receiving Hospital., I 1~ema:.i_ned at the l1otel U.i1til 
8:00 AM when I went to school at Valley College, Van 
Nuys., California. 

;iI have read the :for_going statement consisting 
of this and one additj_ona1 h2,nc1;,1ri tten page. I now 
sign it because it :Ls true to the best of my knov~ledge. 

;
1S/ Rj_cl1a1·d Cohen 

11030 Aqua Vista 
Studio City, California 

11WJ_tnesses: 
S/ Richard P. Doucette, Special Agent, FBI, Los Angeles 1 

California., 7 /12/63. 
S/ Stephen C. Manka, Jr., Special Agent, FBI, Los An~eles, 

Cal:i.fornia.., 7 /12/63. 11 
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. ALISTAIR COOKE, Nassau Point Road, Cutchogue, New 
York, ~dvised that he headed a group of English journalists 
consisting of himself, PETER JENKINS and DAVID GRAY covering 

.: the various candidates who were running in the Presidential 

. primary. He stated that DAVID GRAY covered the EUGENE MCCARTHY 
_ campaign, and th~~ JENKINS covered the ROBERT KENNEDY campaign. 

4 

COOKE advised that on the day of the primary election• 
in California PETER JENKINS returned to Washington 3 D.C., and 
DAVID GRAY continued to follow the MCCARTHY campaign at the 
Beverly Hiltdn Hotel in Los Angeles, California. 

, COOKE 
I . 

he; COOKE., left 
Los Angeles anc_l; 
home. · 

advised that on the day of the primary election 
by plane from San Francisco, California, to 
stayed with a friend,_ INGER STEVENS, at her 

.. . COOKE advised that on the evening of the primary 
~lection., June 4,- 1968, he, togeth~r with STEVENS, went to 

:the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles, California, where the 
-'.campaign of ROBERT KENNEDY was being conducted and attempted 
upon arriving at the hoteJ..,which was late in the evening, to 
enter the ballroom of the hotel and was denied entrance by a 
guard, exact type unrecalled .· He stated that the guard refused 
to allow.him, COOKE, to enter the ballroom unless he, COOKE, 
had a special press badge'which was the type of press badge 
allowed to other newspapermen but which.he, COOKE, did not 
possess. 

I 

_ / COOKE advised that the next moment a man from the 
KENNEDY party., name unrecalled,- recognized him, COOKE, and 
related that he, COOKE., could-be allowed to enter the ballroom. 
However, he stated at this moment CHUCK BAILEY, of the ..... 
Minneapolis Star, joined him and discouraged him, COOKE, from 
·going into the ballroom stating that it was too crowded. He 
stated that BAILEY also related that PIERRE SALINGER had 
promised that when ROBERT KENNEDY was through with his speech 
in the ballroom that he, KENNEDY, would give the newspapermen 
a private audience • 

. i 2C4 
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COOKE pointed out that the first newspaperman that 
he came in contact with moments prior to coming in contact with 

· ,· BAILEY, was TOM OCHINER, Washington correspondent of the 
St. Louis Post Dispatch, who came and_went. . 

.. 
COOKE advised that then the conversation with 

.BAILEY followed in.that BAILEY had related that SALINGER had 
promised that a private audience with ROBERT KENNEDY would 
be forthcoming following KENNEDY'S speech within the ballroom. 

! 

COOKE advised that he.was standing at this moment 
,, in the dining room which was outside the swinging doors which 
led into the pantry room where subsequently ROBERT KENNEDY 
was assassinated .. 

. COOKE advised that while standing in the dining 
room outside the s-winging doors he heard what sounded.like 

.the clattering of trays coming from the pantry room; He 
;stated- that BAILEY having heard the same noise bolted from 
his, COOKE's, company into the pantry room through the 
swinging doors. 

COOKE advised that·moments later he too left the 
company of STEVENS,who was in the dining room at all times, 
and entered through the swinging doors and observed RAFER · 
JOHNSON and ROOSEVELT GRJtER jumping on a male individual whom 
he later learned to be SIRHAN SIRHAN. He stated that there 
wae other confusion with}n the pantry room and could only see 
on

1
e individual who was bJ.eeding from his head and who was a 

newspaperman named SCHRODER (phonetic). He stated that he 
could not take much of this and left the pantry room through 
the~swinging doors. · · -a. 

COOKE advised that moments later he returned- into 
the pantry.and could see ROBERT KENNEDY on the ground and 
ETHEL KENNEDY cradling the Senator in her arms. 

1 COOKE advised that he then left the pantry again 
,nd that there was still utter confusion in the area. He 
tated that at this ,time he remained in.the dining room area 

,-. r· t'.:' . ./ l ,.,_ 
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in the company of STEVENS and that in the next ten minutes 
to one-half hour he observed the swinging doors of the pantry 

·· open. and out came SIRHAN SIRHAN in the custody of a number of 
policemen and ROOSEVELT GR)!ER and that SIRHAN SIRHAN was 
ushered out of th~ pantry room through the dining room_and 
out of sight. 

COOKE advised that . in the dining room following . 
the assassination of KENNEDY he observed a Stout woman pounding. 
the table and screaming, "Goddamned stinking country". He 

·= stated that this woman was presumably a KENNEDY campaign 
wo~ker and-was obviously upset over what had happened. He 
stated that he could not even recall what she was wearing. 

•COOKE advised that the above when SIRHAN SIRHAN was 
being ushered out of the pantry room in custody, was the first 
glimpse he had had of SIRHAN and that he had not observed 

:SIRHAN earlier. 

COOKE advised that he did not observe any woman in 
a polka dot dress. 

COOKE advised that he did not witness the assassination .. 
COOKE advised that he wrote an account of his observations in 
an English newspaper, "The Guardian" under dateline of June 6, 
1968, and made available to Special Agent AN'I'HONY SCUDERI a 
copy of this ne·wspaper containing his article. He stated that 
he has also broadcast an'account of' his observa,tions entitled, 
"Bad Night in Los Angeles" which was broadcast over the British 
Broadcasting System and that he has made arrangements to make 
.available the tape on this broadcast to Federal Bureau of - ~. 

· Investigation representatives in New York Ci~y. 

COOKE advised that there remains one unanswered "' 
question in his mind and that was with the apparent security· 
in effect at the Ambassador Hotel leading into the ballroom·· 
how was SIRHAN SIRHAN able to get by the security setup.· 
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A BAD NIGIIT IN. 
LOS ANGELES 

It does not seem ~early so long ago as. thirty ·years that tl 

trade· of the foreign correspondent caught the fancy of the 
Hollywood producers. And for good reason. Hitler was on the 
loose, and Europe ,vas crackling with crises and atrocities, 
and some of the best American reporters of the time-John 
Gunther and Vincent Sheean and Ed Murrow-always 
seemed to be on hand. They came to look likeheroic agents 
of the American people, who were fascinated and repelled at 

. long distance by the violence of Europe and who, I must say, 
inclulged a good deal of self-righteousness in parroting the 
ancient American lament about "old, sick Europe." 

Well, I was saying, the foreign correspondent was in 
vogue. And soon Hollywood created a romantic stereotype 

. of him. First in the Boy Scout version of Joel McCrea in a 
trench coat, then in the subtler variation of Bogart, who 
acted so tough and seemed as tricky as Goebbels but who­
for all his smoker's cough ancl his cynical appraisal of pass­
ing females-was secretly on the_ side of all goqd . .men and 
true. 

This attractive stereotyp~ was not only larger than life 
but luckier than any journalist living or dead. He followed 
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' unerring-ly in tl.ic tracks of dictators and tipped off foreign 
ministers marked for A11sch/rrns. He was behind the curtain 
when a king signed an instrument of abdication. He knew 
the man who shot the prime minister. He decoded t_he vital 
message that gaye the date of the invasion. He was always 
where the action was. 

In life, it is not like that. Only by the wildest freak is 
a reporter, after many years on the hop, actually present at 
a single accidental conyulsion of history. Mostly, ,ve write 
the coroner's inquest, the account of the funeral, the recon­
struction of the prison riot, the trial of the spy, not the hatch­
ing of the plot. 

.o·n the night of Tuesday, June 4, 1968, for the first time 
in thirty years, I found myself, by one casual chance in a 
thousand, on hand: in a narrow serving pantry of the Am­
bassador Hotel in Los Angeles, a place that, I suppose, will 
11e,·cr be wiped out of my memory as a sinister alley, a Roman 
circus run amok, and a charnel house. It would be false to 
say, as·I should truly like to say, that I am sorry I was there. 
It is more complicated than that. Nothing so simple 'as a 
conflict between professional pride and human revulsion, be­
t\veen having the feelings and having to sit down and -:-vrite 
about them. Yet, because I saw it for once not -as an event 
to comment on but as a thunderbolt assault on the senses, my 
own view of the whole thing, now and later, is bound to be 
from the stomach up to the head. Visceral, as we say. I don't 
imagine that_ if your hand falls on a live wire you are in any 
condition to measure the charge or judge the sense of the 
public safety regulations or moralize about the electric com­
pany's dereliction of duty. 

So my view of this miserable episode is probably strange 
and I ought not to ascribe to anybody ·else the shape o·r color 

Qf the opinions that floated up later from my muddled sensa-
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tions. I warn yoll about this, beca,use I feel unmoved by some 
ideas that others feel .strongly, ai1d on the other hand I have 
some fears that others may not share. So, since this is a more 
personal talk that I could have hoped, I had better tell you 
how it came about. 

On that Tuesday afternoon, I was in San Francisco, 
on one of those jewellike days that are revealed when the 
wrapping of the morning fog has been lifted. I had no great 
urge to fly to the vast spread of Los Angeles. On the contrary, 
Ihad hoped to spend the day padding down the fairways of 
the Olympic Club, which run like cathedral aisles between 
superb stands of cypresses. But it was election day, and Los 
Angeles is now the hub of California politics, if only because­
of the fifty-eight coutnies of California-Los Angeles County 
nlone accounts for 48 per cent of the vote. For the purpose of 
an election dateline, San Francisco, four hundred-odd miles 
away, was not much better than New York City. So it had 
to be done. I was going to have to report the general atmos­
phere of the winner's camp and the loser's. 

I had seen scores of these election-night entertaim11ents. 
They are amiable but blowsy affairs. But to give me a fresh 
view of a ceremony that had staled by familiarity, and also 

· to make some compensation to a hostess who had offered me 
a bed, I had asked her if she would like to mooch around the 

.·. town with me and see what we could see. She was agog with 
· anticipation, for just as a foreign correspondent thinks a: 
.. movie actress must have a fascinating life, so a movie actress 
: ·: thought a correspondent's life must be glamorous in the ex­
: treme. 

. _ So, high in the Santa Monica hills, amid the scent of 
. /the eucalyptuses and the pepper trees, we sat fo~ a: while - ~. 
· · after tf1e polls closed and waited for a sign of the outcome . 
. ;,; You don't have to wait lo~g in tbese computer days. 'The 

.)•'19 -_v 
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Oregon result was exactly predicted by the Big Brain tweh-e 
minutes after the polls closed, when the retu.rns already in 
were less than-one per cent. Somehow, the Brain was having 
more trouble w•ith California. Party politics are, for various 
historical reasons, very loosely organized in that state, and, 
for one thing, its northern encl tends to contradict the verdict 

of the south. So when the early returns from the north showed 
McCarthy in a commanding lead it proved nothing. Los 
Angeles County, with its heavy working-class vote and its 
swarms of Negroes ( or blacks, as we are now more respect­
fully meant to say), and its Mexican-Americans, was fairly 
certain to go heavily for Kennedy. Pretty soon, the gap be­
tween· McCarthy's tally and Kennedy's began to shrink and 
it became clear that, saving a miracle, McCarthy would not . 
be able to withstand ·the avalanche of Los Angeles votes that 

beg_an to move in for Kennedy. The computers were silent, 
but the writing was on the wall. 

Just before eleven, then, we took off for the McCarthy 
hotel, an~l there was no doubt when we got there that the 
college boys and the miniskirt girls and the wandering poets 
and the spruced-up student leaders and the chin-up McCarthy 
staff were whistling in a graveyard. There was a rock band 
that whooped it up all the louder to drown out the inevitable 
news. They would · pause awhile, and another ominous sta­
tistic would be flashed, and an m.c. would shout, "Are we 
downhearted?" And the ballroom crowd would roar its de­
fiance of the ob\'ious. 

The Ambassador, a comparatively venerable hotel ~niles 
_away on Wilshire Boulevard, was the Kennedy headqu;rters. 
And that was the place to be. We took off, and ,,.::, did lots 

of other people, so that when we turned ·into the long drive-. 
way we lined up behind scores of cars containing all those 
sensible people who love a winner. At last we got into the 
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hotel lobby and a tumult of singing, cheering, and happy 
hobnobbing. Election parties give o~t innumerable tickets 
and badges to keep out the rabble, but no one is more aware 
than a ,vinning candidate that on such occasions the rabble 
are the people. So you can usually drift with the multitude 
and nobody asks for a credential. 

It was not so at the Ambassador. Guards and cops 
blocked the entrance to the ballroom, and I doubt that a pass­
port and a birth certificate and a personal recommendation 
from Senator Kennedy could have got you in. My own general 
press credentials were useless. The lobbies were too packed 
.to lift an elbow and too deafening to talk in. My companion 
and I scrc.amed at each other through the din of all these 
happy people and we decided that the whole safari had been. 
a mi~take. Vv e turned and started down the corridor for the · 
outdoors and for home. 

. . On our ldt, about fifty feet along, was another door­
. . .to another room and a pack of people trying and failing to. 

. . : : · · _, getthrough. There was a guard shaking his h~ad condnu-. 
. : ·,:::: ''.. ': _ ously an.d · pushing people back and behind him a· young-

. Kennedy staff man turning down everybody. This man 
shouted over the bobbing heads, "Mr. Cooke, come on, you 
can get in here.,, We were folded in through the mob and 
emerged, as from a chute, into an open place: a cool, half-. 
empty room, a small private dining room of the hotel stripped 
and fitted out as a press room. There were two newsmen I 
knew and a radio man untangling cables, and a swarthy 
photographer in a sweatshirt locking up his cameras,· and 
one or two middle-aged women and a half-dozen Western 
Union girls, and a fat girl in a Keni1edy, boater, a young 
reporter in a beard, and, I guess, his girl. 

It was a per.feet private way through to the ballroom. But 
one of my reporter friends saicl, "You don't w4nt to get in 
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th_cce. lt's mm-dcr in thm. Anyway, Pimc"-Picrcc Salinger 1\ 
-"h.as. promised that when Bobby gets through his speech f: 
he'll come through into this room ancl talk with us." It wa.s \ 

( 

an unbelievable break. vVe sat clown and had a drink and \ 
heard .the telegraph girls tapping out copy ancl trie.<l not to ; 

wince at the television set in a corner that was tuned up to 

a howling decibel level. . 

A few minutes later the television com1;1entators gave 

way to the ballroom scene, and_ Bobby was up there with his 

beaming helpers and his ecstatic little wife, and he was thank­

ing everybody and saying things must change, and so on to 

Chicago. It was about eightee,n minutes after midnight. We 
,vere standing outside the swinging doors that gave onto a 

~erving pantry he would come through on his way from the 

ballroom to us. These doors had no glass peepholes, but we'd 
soon hear the pleasant bustle of him coming through greeting 

the colored chef and various waiters and bus boys who had 

_ lined up to shake his hand . 

. Then. Above the bassy boom of the television there was 
a banging repetition of sounds. Like somebody· cl~opping a 

rack of trays, or banging a single tray against a wall. Half 
a dozen of us were startled enough to head for the swinging 

doors, and suddenly we were jolted through by a flying wedge 
of other men. It had just happened. It was a narrow lane he . 

~rnd to come through, for there were two long steam tables 

~nd somebody had stacked up against them tl:iose trellis 
gates, with artificial leaves stuck on them, that they use to 

fence a dance band off from the floor. The only light was the 
blue-white light of three fluorescent tubes slotted in the ceil-

ing. 
We heard nothing but a howling jungle of cries and 

obscenities and saw a turmoil of arms and fearful faces and 

flying· limbs,· and two enormous backs-of Roosevelt Grier~· 

I 
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the football player, and Rafer Johnson, the Olympic cham­
pion-piling onto a pair of blue jeans on a steam table. There 
was a head on the floor streaming blood, and somebody put 
a Kennedy boater under it,- and the blood trickled clown the_ 
sides li~e chocolate sauce on an iced cake. There were splashes 
of flash bulbs, and infernal h~at, and the button eyes of Ethel 
Kennedy turned to cinders. She was wrestling or slapping a 
young man and he was saying, "Listen, lady, I'm hurt, too." 
And then she was on her knees cradling him briefly, and in 

_ another little pool of light on the greasy floor_ was a huddle 
of clothes and staring out of it the face of Bobby Kennedy, 
like the stone face of a child's effigy on a cathedral tomb. 

I had, and have, no idea of the stre~ch of time, or any 
immediate sense of the event itself. Everybody ~ms a vulner­
able organ that reacts to shock, and mine is the stomach. My 
lips were like emery paper and I was feeling very sick and 
hollow. I pattered back into the creamy-green genteel dining-. 

room. And only then did I hear somebody yell, "Kennedy1s 
shot, they shot him." I heard a girl nearby moan, "No, no, 
11ot again!" And while I was thinking, "That was in Dallas," 
a dark woman suddenly bounded to a table and beat it and 
howled like a ·wolf, "Godclam stinking country! No! No! N9! 
No! No! No! NoP' Another woman attacked the bright tele­
vision screen and the image of the placid commentators, who 
had not yet got the news. My companion was fingering a 
cigarette package like ;i paralytic. I sat her clown and went 
back in again. Everybody_ wanted to make space and air, 
but e,·erybody also w~nted to see the viorst. By now, the 
baying and the moaning had carried over into the ballroom, 
_and it sounded like a great hospital bombed and in panic. 

It may have been a minute or twenty minutes later when 
a squad of cops bristling with shotguns burst toward us 
through the swinging doors of the pantry with their bundle 
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of the black curly head and the jeans, and the tight, small 
behind, and the limp head, ~ncl a face totally dazed. 

\Yell, the next morning, when I saw and heard the 

Pope in his gentle, faltering English, I still could not believe 

that he was talking about the squalid, appalling scene in a 

hotel pantry that I had been a part of and would always be 

a part of. 

I don't doubt that such :an experience is a trauma. Ancl 

because of it, and nve clays later, I still cannot rise to tho 

editorial pages and the general lamentations about a· sick. 

society. I for one do not feel like an accessory to a crime. 

Ancl I reject, almost as a frirnlous obscenity, the notion of 
collective guilt, the idea that I or the American people killed 

John Fitzgerald Kennedy and l\fartin Luther King ancl. Robert 
Francis Kennedy. I don't believe, either, that you conceived 
Hitler, and that in some deep unfathomable sense all Europe 

was responsible for the extermination of six million Jews .. 

With Edmund Burke, I don't know how you can indict ~ 

whole nation. To me, this now roaringly fashionable theme 

is a great folly. It is difficult to resist, because it provides 
emergency resuscitation to one's· self-esteem. It deflects the 
search for a villain to some big corporate culprit. It offers 

cheap reassurance, cut-rate wisdom, but _is really a way of 
opting out of the human situation: a situation that includes 

plty for the dead Kennedys and the living, compassion for 
Sirhan Sirhan, and sympathy for the American nation at a 
time when the vicious side of its frontier tradition-to which, 

it has .owed its vigor and variety-is surging up again, for 
reasons that no one has accurately diagnosed. . 

l said as much as this to a young friend. And he replied, 
"':\fo too. I don't feel implicated in the murder of John or 

·-•.•· .. , ... ,,., .. }~::\::.•.•:"~~•.~•w,\y. Rut when Martin Luther K,ing is ~illed, the, 
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only people who know that you and I are not· like the killers 
·are you and I." 

It is a tremendous sentence and exposes the present 
·danger to America and its public order. The more people 
·talk about collective guilt, the more they will feel it. For 
:after three hundred years of subjection and lively prejudice, 
any desperate black man or deluded outcast is likely to act 
as if it were true: that the American people, and not thei_r · 

1.derelicts, are the villains. 
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AT l\HDNIGHT 011 Jun·c 4 a score OT so of.newspaper me1i were ·fo a room adjoinilig 
the hotel pantry through which Senator !{ennedy was going to talk to them after his -
victory s1rnech in the ballroom of the Hotel Ambassador, Los Angeles. ALISTAIR 
· · · CQOKE was among-them. Herc is his account of the scene: 

-,the 
the 
reli 
ing 
it.," 
live 
\\;01 

An hour or so before mid- that once the Senator hi1cl swung _ back ancl forth 'aud we 
night, it was already clear that saluted his army he would . go would peek in on the obscene 
a wake was setting in at the down from the ballroom stage- · disorder and reel back again to 

visi 
not 
spe, 

Beverly . Hilton Hotel, where and come to see us through the sit clown, then to glare.in a stupe- 'I ; 
"·f C kitchen. that separated our _fied way at the nearest friend, ho, i 

the youngtters for -'' c arthY retreat' from the ballroom. to ·steady one boozy woman with · 1 

' roadmed -indgrtclat numbdersb i11n It was just after_ 1ilic1night. · A black-1:ilnmed eyes who · ~vas sai, (_: 
an - ~roun · ie · gran ? - surge of cheers and a great · poundmg a table and screammg, 

, room. _ swivelling of lights heralded him, " Goclclam:1ed stinking ~ount17 l ,,, ~; ( 
_ The perceni:age gap behveen and soon he was up _ on the 'J,'he fat girl w~s bahblmg fa~ntly 1 : 

-1\IcCarthy's lead over Kennedy rostrum with his eager button-· like a baby, !Jke someone In a I.:; 
was shrifikin2: - every quarter eyed Wife and Jesse U~ruh h!is motor accident. 

_' hour or so. at the returns from 1\rnssive campaign manager~ It Out in the chaos of· the ball-. g : 
-Los Angeles County began to took minutes to get the feedback room Kennedy's brother-in-law ~ : 
overtake McCarthy's anticipated boom out of th~ mikes _ but at was 'begging foi· doctors. Aml 
strength iii Northern California. _ last there was a kind of sub- back' in the pantry they we1'r: 
·It was a young arid· doughty· dued uproar .and he s~id .he firsf howling for doctors. It was hard 
crowd gamely· I.Jut 'hopelessly wanted to· express ' my high to sec who had been badly hit. 
trying to_ keep 1ts spirit up, ·regard to Don Drysdaie for his One face was -streaming with 

r' 
, In this· counlry, at any rate, six great shut-outs." (Drysdale is blood. It was that of Pm1l 
only the very pm:e in heart love a baseba11 pitcher ,vhose Tuesday ·schrade, a high union official, and 
a loser. And 1t seemed a good night f.cat of h~lding his sixt!1 · it came out that he got oft' 
idea to move 9 il to the victory successive oppos1!1g teams to no lightly. 
boy at "the Ambassador. Wilshite runs had mad~ !um a legend.) A woman had a purple bruisP 
Boulevard is nne of the earliest : It was the right, the wry Ken- on her forehead. Another man -

Ii 
l 1 

.J j 
-1; 

of the long strai;;,;ht avenues that necly note. He thanked a list of was clown. Kennedy was Jookin~ ,..1 
- bisect the huge east-west spread helpers by. name. . He thanked - up like a stunned. choirbov 'l'rom 

of this city, and at such a time "all-those'Ioyal l\Iex\can ~meri-- _an open shit't and·a limp !Juddlc 
it seemed ·as long as a Roman , cans " and " all my fr1ends m the of limbs. Somehow, in thfl 

_·road. . The ho_tel's dri:ve;yay was bl~~!~ com!llunity ." Then ~e dependable fashion of the faith. . af-
_a mimature freeway m -a .tra.ffie stiffened his .. ·g~stures and !us a priest had appeared. otl 
jam and-the ln1man traffic ms1cle style and. said 1t only went to B•. 
the 1foyer w_as almost worse. show that "all those promises_ ~.rhe . arrest th' 

Glare of light 
and all those party caucuses have er··-: 
indicated that the people of the We ··were 'sho,'ecl back and the SE • 
United_ States want a change." , - - i:m · ' - , - .cameramen \\.-ere dartin!! and But at_. last, through the He congratulated McCarthy on ~ -in 

skut.ting cops and guards and fighting for his principles. He screaming arid flashing their th 
the e!atecl'- crowd and the din of hoped that now there might be bulbs, - We fell back again from de 
whistles - and cheers, it was " a debate between · the Vice- the howling· pantry into the 1a1 
possible to .reach - the North• President· and perhaps myself," ha,'en of the pres8.room. · , · :tl: 

. !ballroom, a borie-white glare of . He flashed his teeth again in his li'.--, 
· Iigllt ~een at the far encl of the - chuckling,. rabbity smile - and - Sudc!erily, the doors opened }ll 
lobby; ended, "My thanks to ·au of you ·_ again and six 'H" eight police had ai 

Security is a fighting word at . -:-and now .it's on to Chicago and . a curly black 11ead and a blt11', tc 
: the Kennedy headquarters. any- let's win there." - · jeariecl body in their gl'ip. He 01 
where; a,nd not without_ rei"lson. was a., swarthy,· thick-featmecl - ir 
"ou ·}iad to lia\-e a snecial Ch.· · · ' · ·- · 1 · t· , , unshaven little man with a tiny. if -'- - , eers ancit eare_., _ d I ct f 11 Keiinedy press card to ·acquiro , rump an a 1ca a en over, a;; -;,.v 
the privilege of being suqocated- A. delirium · of cheers and if he had been clubbed or had _st 
in the· ballroom, and no other lights -•and tears and a rising fainted perhaps, !a 
credentials for a reporter would throb of "We want Bobbv I We He was lifted out into the big 
'do. I·had only a _general.press want.Bobby! We want Bol)by!", lobby and was soon off in .some ,n 
card,~ a McCarthy badge, . a He tumbled down from - the mysterious place "in custody." ·u 
driver's- licence and such other On the television Huntley and sl 
absurdities. So I turned back and rost:·11111 with h\s aidle:I's a~r.l body- - Brinkley were going on in their 

· .. thought of figliting the W!!Y back g~a~cls ab?ut him, e would be . urbane way about the "trends" · g· 
, home. -. · · , " · _ w~tl, us m 20 seconcls, half a in Los An°eles and the fadin"'. 

But just alongside. \lie guarded· nn!1ut_e at -1110st-· We watch.2 d the McCarthy· "'.1eac1 in Northern : a 
entr·an· ce· ·to th'e 1101·tl1 b,"111·00111 swrngmg d_oors of · the kitchen. · Califo1:nia 1 : ho 

• O1·cr tlw gabble of the television . · - . - \ 
was another _dom·! ar.ciund which there was. suddenly from_ the A la1 g_e w?;:1-an ,~en.t O\·er, and : 0 
·a pack of ecstatic· faces,- black_ clit'eetion of the kitchen a crackle beat on the sc1ecn, .is 1f to batter "i 0 
and ,...-llite, was jostling foi:' some of sharp· souncls. Like a balloon the~? ~10me-scr:e11 expe1?s out, of •1 ti · kind -of ··privilege - view. There. poppina - • •- - -· .. , -- ..... thea self-possc~s1on. \"\ c had to , 

, was u guard there, too, and a . ~· ' · · · take her and say '-'Steach•" and \w 
Kennedy m,an who recognised · ~n e_,:ploded flnsh 1~!11~ may(Je; ." Don't do that.'' , And sttd~enly 
me, eaught 1-11 the gener~l- wash, !:10.1e._Iil,~ a, ~nan_ .han,,.m,.;. a ka:} · the screen went berserk, like a !si 
squeezed me through mto an' ~e,~ral. time~ ag,unst :a_ :'•all. A· home movie -1irojector on .the !a 
almost empty room, It was like· half-cl~zen or so or us t1 ottecl to .. _ _ )h 
bein,.,. beached l;y n tidal ,i•rtv-e:'! y;e k1leh~n door ~ncl at that 'furn to 1rnge 9, col. S 1c, 

,"' .- - _ . • _ ·_ J:.. ;!. J:_iqrnen1t t1mcle 1a,ncl J11fe c1o}dlaibJsecl. . .. ;-• .· -~·-·'·····(,: 
nn-s,·1-1• -.•.,.,:_,;. :,_,., : _ 1 ~1,,o.•;;,, tt-.-:,;i.r. -- :-.r!nx:,.ec .y an - ns aJC cs• _rn een 
.J.. u, ... ..l:JE, ...... ,..,. . .,;;.-,-•. """"le: ...... t·cm1n" 0" throt1rr}, "l!' t'"rt'ry R ......... , .r-~- rr...1 :r: ' I • 

The pia·ce 'was no lon!.(cr ,Uran I~ :,vai nti\v seen" °to .. !),~ ;;o( !; .,!;;,-;~+ ,-,.,,f,., • ,!';- ·: -''~-. +.,',, 
about 40 reet. It was~ a small kitchen_ l'.ut a. regular servrng .. ' I 
private dinin" room, fitted out as _pantry with great long: tables . · N E\.•VS 
a press roon1~ 'fhcre ,vas a long a~cl rac~s of plates against the · · · I 
trestle table a"ainst one wall "•all. ' _- · . , t,., 
loaded with t:v.pe\1'riters and tele• He was smiling and shaking ERIC TABARLY yesterday 1 
phones'_; and ·stancling 'by were a ~•ands 1yith a 'l:·aifor, then a chef, ·withdrew Pen Duick IV from 
few m1cldle-aged lady operatoi•s in a high wl11te hat.• Lots of the " Observer" transatlantic 

C 
f 

, taking a b1:eather. Negroes; naturally, ancl they yacht race, and two Britons 
. In one corner was -a booming were glowing wi.th p1·ide. for he were returning for repairs to 
television set switching between was their .man. Then - those their craf.t-but the ·other com- ,-
tho ·rumblings of defeat nt _the sounds from s,rn1ewhm·e. from li • • 

C 
} 

McCarthy hotel ancl the clamour press of people on or -near a pehtors were making good j 
of victory in the adjacent ball- - steam tahle. And before you progress (report, back page) 1 

._ room, A fat girl wearing a could s~'nchronise your sight aml t 
Kennedy straw hat sucked a coke thought, Kennecly was_ a pronu (.;OLD : Brita.in is t~ draw $1,400 
through a ·straw, There w~re bu.ndle on the greasy floor, ancl millions from ·the International 
15 01· 20_ o.f us at most, excha11g- two or thnic othPrs had .gone . l'l'Ionetary l•'und, available under S 
ing campaign reminiscences 11ncl clown with him, There was an stnnrlby ,1rr,rngcments, to reorgan­
making the usual hi n q sight explosion of shouts ancl scream~ isc clebt arrangC'mcnts. Golcl and 
cracks at the Kenneclys. · nncJ" the high nioaning cries of com·'er-tlblC' currency rcserws fell 

Pierre Salinger, Ecnnedy's mi11i-sk~rtt:cl. girls. · · by £J 1 millions last month (hack 
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press secretary, had promised The doors, of the pantry page). 



•·· 

·./ 

he 
•ife 

· · .. he 

. !d)' 
me 
:he 
vas 
ice. 

-. air-
148: 
ly's· 
1-lrs 
1ed 

ent 
er. 
na-
.n~ 
WO 

us 
,as 
in 

rnt 
--to 
In 
.el, 
nv·, 
)Se 

led 

lt!­
tly, 
er, 
:m­
,dy 
1er 
of 

• 

Ile s't)aiiJr' 
afteJt .tlie -

-Of ·1roatit 

viCtorY 
~ontinued fi-om 1iage one 

· blink._ And the blurred, whirl- . 
ing scene we had watched in the 
-flesh crime -wobbling in as a · 
movie. 

. Then all th:c '' facts " \Vere fired 
or intoned. from the screen. 
Roosevelt Grier, a 3001b coloured 
football player and a Kennedy 
man, had grabbed the :inan with 
the gun and overwhelmed him. 
A Kennedy bodyguard had taken . 
the gun, a .22 ca'Hbre. The 
maniac had ·.fired straight at 
Kennedy aitcl sprayed the other 
buHcts around the narrow pantry.·· 

·-Kennedy was now at the. 
receiving hospital and soon 
transferrecl to the Goocl Sam.ari­
tan. Three neurologists were on 
their way. He had been hit in· 
the hip, perhaps, but surely in 
the shoulder and " the mastoid 
area." Thern was the first sinis­
ter note about :; bullet in the. 
brain: : . 

. In the timelessness of natiseri 
and dumb disbelief we stood and 
·sat and stood again and sighed at 
eitch other and went into the 
pantry again and looked at the 
rack of pl;tles anrl the smears 
of blood· on the floor and the 
furious guards and the jumping­
j'ar.k photographers. 
· It was too much to take. The 
only thing to do was to touch 

in the shoulder c,f the Kennedy man 
!ly who had let you in and get. out 

on to the street and drive home 
!rs · to the too of the silent Santa 
:d, ·l\fonica Hills, where pandemo­
er ·nium is rebroadcast in tranquil~ 
fe lity ancl where a little unshaven 
10- guy amuck -in a- pantry is slowlv 
ly brought into focus as a bleak 
~e and shoddy villain of history. _ 
It 

-1 - Telephone threat 
Los Angeles, Ju-nc ·5 

. Thrnt1 . wi>,,L:- 0 • n~~ • • •• 

j .. 
>· 

li. .. 

. / 



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
7 /12/68 Date __________ _ 

WILLIAM J. COX, 3974 West Ingraham.:, was interviewed 
at his residence and furnished the following information: 

He was a volunteer for Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
and at 7:30 PM on June 4., 1968, he went to the Ambassador 
Hotel to await the results of the California primary election. 
On arrival at the Ambassador Hotel, he went immediately to the 
Embassy Room and remained there the entire -evening. 

He was in the Embassy Room at the time of Senator 
KENNEDY 1 s victory speech and shortly after KENNEDY left the 
podium he heard several loud bangs which he assumed were 
breaking balloons. There was a great deal of shouting and 
pushing by the crowd, but at f1rst he assumed this was just 
part of the victory celebration. As he was attempting to 
leave the Embassy Room, ANN FERGUSON asked him to help ERWIN 
STROLL because STROLL had been. shot in the leg. At first he 
thought FERGUSON was jolting., but then he saw STROLL 1 s leg had 
blood on it. 

He, along with DAVID ESQUITH and another white male, 
unknown to him, helped carry STROLL from the Embassy Room to 
the entrance of the Ambassador Hotel where they placed him in 
a taxicab. DAVID ESQUITH accompanied STROLL to the Central 
Receiving Hospital while he attempted to return to the Embassy 
Room. 

While attempting to reenter the Embassy Room., he 
met Mrs. TIFFANY JONAS and ANN FERGUSON. Mrs. JONAS suggested 
that they gc to the Central Receiving Hospital and stay with 
ERWIN STROLL until STROLL's parents could be contacted. All 
three of them then went to the Central Receiving Hospital in 
ANN FERGUSON 1 s car a.ad waited for the arrival of STROLL 1 s 
parents. After STROLL's parents arrived at the receiving 
hospital, he and ANN FERGUSON returned to the Ambassador Hotel 
for a few minutes and then went home. 
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COX observed a photograph of SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN 
and advised that he does not recall seeing this man at the 
Ambassador Hotel. COX did advise, however, that in the 
course of' conversation with a woman,whose first name was INGER, 
last name unrecalled, he had been advised that Ehe, INGER, 
had observed SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN standing in the crm~d d:.1.ring 
Senator KENNEDY's victory speech. COX stated that INGER had 
been a volunteer for KENNEDY and furnished her address as 
1190 South Kensington, Los Angeles, telephone No. 931-0067. 
If' INGER could not be located at this address., COX felt that 
additional information might be gained through Mrs. TIFFANY 
JONAS., who is also acquainted with INGER. 
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FRANCIS ·'JRITCHELEY was located and interviewed 
at his boarding ho•rne;, 677 South New Hampshire Avenue, 
Los An:eles, Cal:'.f,:,rnia. CRITCHELEY advised he was born 
I I a~:, Newark) New Jersey; and since December 
i30 7, as been on n:>ecial leave from his former employment 
as fireman with th€ Newark) New Jersey., Fire Department. 
He is now employed for the Gordon Bread Company on Santa 
Barbara Avenue in J,os Angeles. He intends to return to 
Newark., New Jersey., in two weeks and resume his former 
employment as a fireman. 

CRITCHEJ,EY stated that on the evening of June 4, 
1968s he was with several other young men w·ho live at this 
boarding house wa-:':.chin[ television coverage of the primary 
election results. He became aware that the KENNEDY 
campaign headquar·ters was loq_ated in the Ambassador Hotel 
located only one half block frorn his boarding house. Out 
of curiosity., he agreed to ·accompany PAUL GRIECO who was 
present with him then to the .Ambassador in an effort to 
try to see Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY and possibly shal:e his 
hand. At about 10 :45 p .m . ., he and GRIECO walked to the 
Ambassador but were turned away from entering the Embassy 
Room where KENNEDY was to appear. A fire warden advised 
them that this room already contained the maximum number of 
persons allowed. He and GRIECO then proceeded to another 
room in this hotel and mingled among the supporters of 
candidate RAFFERTY. At about 11:45 p.m.; he and GRIECO 
came back to the main lobby of the Ambassador and learned 
from people standing in the lobby that Senator KENNEDY was 
about to make a speech in the Embassy Room and would depart 
after the speech through the kitchen area behind the Embassy 
Room. He and GRIECO then found a corridor and went to the 
kitchen area. They both stood in a group of people on each 
side of an exit behind the Embassy Room and the kitchen, 
where they were told by i1KENNEDY girls" that Senator KENTifEDY 
would pass after finishing his speech. 
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After KENNEDY had completed his speech, he 
appeared in the kitchen area surrounded by several of his 
aides. There was a sizable group of people there to shake 
KElTNEDY' s hand, between 50 and 75. In the rush of persons 
to get to KENNEDY, CRITCHELEY found himself pushed through 
a small door in an adjourning area after KEI\1NEDY had passed. 
CRITCHELEY recalled hearing sounds like the popping of 
balloons but did not realize they were pistol shots. He 
said he was not close enough\. to KENNEDY to observe him at 
this time. There was an immediate rush of panic strjcken 
people backed up upon him, during which time, it was all he 
could do to maintain his footing .. Through the screamin[ 
and pandemonium which existed, he became avare that Senator 
KENNEDY had been shot. After the panic subsided, he went to 
the area where KENNEDY was lying on the floor and then was 
instructed by some man, seemingly with authority, to help 
keep curious bystanders out of the kitchen area. He therefore 
stood at the door leading from the corridor to the main 
lobby and held people back. 

He remained in the area of the kitchen until 
KENNEDY was removed by police attendants and then he went 
to a small room in an adjourning area and ·i:ms interviewed 
by police detectives and admitted to them that he was present 
but did not see the shooting. 

CRITCHELEY said he did not see SIRHAN before the 
shooting nor did he see him after the shooting. 
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VICKY CUCCIA, 730 South Kingsley, Apartment 315, 
furnished the following information: 

She was a volunteer for Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
and on June 4, 1968, she went to the Ambassador Hotel, to 
await the results of the California primary election. DAVID 
ESQ,UITH picked her and her mother up at approximately 6:30 pm 
and they went to the Embassy Room of the Ambassador Hotel, 
where they met ERWIN STROLL. At about 10:15 pm., JIM LOWE 
asked STROLL to watch the entrance to the kitchen, which was 
next to the podium. 

At about midnight, Senator KENNEDY came to the 
podium to give his victory speech. At this point, Miss 
CUCCIA's mother became ill because of the stuffiness of the 
Embassy Room, and it was necessary for her to leave the 
hotel. Miss CUCCIA accompanied her mother to the elevator 
outside of the Embassy Room. After getting her mother on 
the elevator, Miss CUCCIA went to the Ballroom where she met 
TIFFANY JONAS. After meeting Mrs. JONAS, they both attempted 
to return to the Embassy Room, but were stopped in the area 
of the press room by the security guard. Just after arriving 
at the door to the press room, she heard a pop, which sounded 
like a bag was being broken. Immediately after the pop, there 
was a great deal of pushing and shouting. Some members of the 
press attempted to get into the press room and there was 
altercation between the security guard and one of the press men. 
As this is going on, a woman passed by who said that Senator 
KENNEDY has been shot. 

At this point, she observed ERWIN STROLL being 
helped from the Embassy Room by three men and realized that 
he had been shot. Upon realizing that STROLL had been shot, 
she became very emotional and it was necessary for STEVE 
WAGNER to bring her home. Prior to leaving the Ambassador 
Hotel with WAGNER, she did observe SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN 
being taken from the hotel by the police. 
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At the time she and TIFFANY JONAS attempted to 
return to the Embassy Room, she did lool{ into the kitchen, 
but does not recall seeing anyone identical to SIRHAN 
BISHARA SIRHAN. She recalls seeing only four men, all of 
them in suits, and all appearing to be members of the press. 

· Miss CUCCIA ·observed a photograph of SIRHAN 
BISHARA SIRHAN and advised that on June 3., 1968., she was 
working at Kennedy Headquarters on Wilshire Boulevard 
answering phone calls. Sometime during the morning of the 
third, she recalls seeing a man who resembled SIRHAN BISHARA 
SIRHAN come into the headquarters office, go to a table which 
had literature on it concerning Senator KENNEDY and look 
at this literature for a short time. CUCCIA stated that she 
could not positively identify this man as being SIRHAN., and 
simply said that there was a close resemblance. 
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JAMES CUMMINGS, residence 1700 Burnside Street, Los 
Angeles, California, was interviewed at his place of employment, 
Falk General Laboratorie.s, 3450 West First Street, Los Angeles, 
California, telephone 383-0663,. CUMMINGS advised he left his 
office at about 11:30 p.'m. on .. June 4, 1968 en route to the Am­
bassador Hotel to join the ROBERT F. KENNEDY Campaign Party. 
After arriving at the hotel, he walked to the Embassy Room, 
arriving there shortly before KENNEDY began his acceptance 
speech. During the speech he entered the hallway which connects 
the Embassy Room podium to the Embassy Room service pantry and 
remained there until KENNEDY finished his speech. 

CUMMINGS stated he stood in the hallway as KENNEDY 
surrounded by several members of the campaign party walked 
through the hallway and to the Embassy Room service pantry. 
After observing KENNEDY enter the pantry, he turned towards 
the opposite end of the hallway at .which time he heard three gun 
shots with about a one second interval between each shot and 
then a series of shots~ however, he did not recall how many 
shots all together were fired. 

CUMMINGS stated after the shots were fired crowds 
of people converged into the pantry from the Embassy Room and 
the hallway at the opposite end of the pantry. Due to the 
commotion that ensued after the shooting, CUMMINGS was unable 
to observe the individual who shot KENNEDY or furnish any 
information of value in this investigation. 

CUMMINGS observed a photograph of SIRHAN BISHARA 
SIRHAN and stated it was not familiar to him. Furthe~ that 
nothing came to his attention at any time prior to the shooting 
to indicate this event would take place. 

CUMMINGS furnished the following descriptive information 
concerning himself: 

Date of birth 
I cailrornia Place of birth LOS 1-mgeies, 

On 6/25/68 at Los Angeles, C?,lif orn ia File # __ Lo_s_An___:g:;_e_l_e_s_...;;_5.,._6_-_1_5_6 

SA ROBERT F. PICKARD and - 225 -

by _S_A_J_. _C_._F_I_S_H_B_E_C_K-=-' _JR_. ____ J_C_F_/_n_m_b __ Date dictated ------=-· _6_/_26.....;./_6_8_ 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are ·not to be distributed outside your agency. 

PII 



• 
2 
LA 56-156 

Height 5 19 11 

Weight 1l~5 pounds 
Social Security No.~I ----~ PII 
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WILLIAM DEIMER of CBS New~ 1 Philadelphia, advised 
that he is a sound mdn traveling with the CBS Camera Crew 1 
which consists of himselft WALTER DOMBROW 8 the photographer; 
and MATT DOUGLAS 9 the light techriican. 

Mr~ DEIMER said that on the 5th of June~ about 
12:15 a.me I Pacific Time 1 he and the above-mentioned men 
were set up in the ballroom of the Ambassado!~ Hote1 in Los 
Angeles 9 to film a speech by Senator ROBERT Fo KENNEDY. He 
said their~ location was almost directly across from where 
ihe podium was set up~ but at the oppo~ite end of the ballroom. 
~J1...,~ _I?,J;;JMER said they were filming his speech and when 
Sena?cor' KENNEDY left the podium he was supposed to have gone 
oyt the main door of the ballroom 1 but then left the podium 

~~nd proceeded through a door which is located near the rear 
.6f the podium. 

Mro DEIMER said he saw nothing exc,3pt all of a 
sudcien t:hi:?.1"e seemed to be mass confusion as people starte.d 
running ~ack and forth .in the ballroom, and it was at that 
tim0 he finally learned that Senator KENNEDY had been shoto 

He said he heard no shots~ nor did he see_the actual 
shooting since he was quite a distance from where the -
assault actually took place. He said he and the other two 
men mentioned above arrived at the spot where the Senator 
had been shot but; by the time they got there~ the Senator, 
had alr'eady been carried a_wayo 

_ Mr. DEIMER-said he has no knowledge as to why the 
Senator changed his plans to proceed to the Colonial Room 
and he did not observe the assassin at any time. 
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MATT DOUGLAS advised that he is a light technican and 
travels with a camera crew for CBS News in Philadelphia. He 
said in his crew is the c~meraman 1 WALTER DOMBROW; and the 
sound man I> WILLIAM DEIMER. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he was ~orking with these men 
on the 5th of June 1968m about 12:15 a.m. 9 Pacific Time 9 

in the ballroom of the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles~ Calif. 
Ha said the purpose of their mission there was to film the 
speech to be made by Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDYo He said they 
did film the Senator- from the time he entered the ballroom 
and got up cm the podium until he. spoke 9 and then left the 
podium and went out a door near the rear of the podium. 

He stated that all of a sudden there seemed to be 
mass confusion and people runnirig around and sh6uting for a 
doctor and someone) whom he did not know1 got up on the podium 9nd 
put his.finger to his head, indicating that someone had been 
shot. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said that he heard no shotss no~ did he 
see the assassin at: any time. He stated that he and the 
crew we):'.'e. set up at the opposite side of the ballPoom 11 quite 
a distance from the podium. He stated that the first he 
really knew about what was really going on was when some woman 
was brought out of the back room where the Senator had gone 9 

bleeding from the head and that he and.the c;r,ew filmed her. 

Mr" DOUGLAS said·that by the time he and the crew 
got ·to the spot whe.:ce. the Senator had been assaulte,d~ .the 
Senator had already been moved on his way to the hospital. 

Mr. D9UGLAS said he had no knowledge as to why the 
Senator changed his plans to ~o to the Colonial Room. 
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WALTER· DOMBROW advised that he is a. cameraman for 
CBS News in Philadelphia and that he has in his crew one 
WILLIAM DEIMER>) 2 sound ma.n; a11d MATT .DOUGLAS~ a ligh-t technican. 

Mr. DOMBROW stated that on June 5 1 1968 1 about 12:15 a.rno 1 

Pacific Time 1 he and his crew were filming the speech of Senator 
ROBERT F. KENNEDY at the Ambassador• Hotel ballroom in Los Angeles@ 
Ca.life 

He stated that he aJ1.d his CY.'ew Wt~re set up 
across the ballroom on the 6pposite wall from where the 
po~ium was located. Mr. DOMBROW said he filmed the Senator from 
the time he came into the ballroom and got on the podium~ 
and during his speech 1 and also when he left the podium. and 
went through a door near the rear of the podium. 

Mr. DOMBROW said that he heard no shots nor did he 
observe ihe assassin at any time because of the distance from 
the podium and the fact ihat the Senat6r was actually into 
another room before the assault took place._ 

He said that after the confusion started 9 somebody 
brought out a blonde-headed woman who was bleeding from the 
head and they filmed her; it was then that they l~arned that 
the Senator had been shot. 

Mr. DOMBROW said that at that time mass confusion 
took over with people shouting for a doctor and begging 
the crowd to leave the ballroom. He said that by the time 
he and his crew got to where the. Senato:t" had been shot t he . 
had already been moved 1 on his way to the hospitalG Mr. DOMBROW 
said.. he has ,no knowledge as to why the Senator changed his 
plans to go to the Colonial Room when he left' the podium 'i> nor 
did he observe the assassin at ·any timeo 
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Mro HENRY F. ]?ETERS, residence ll~009 Nor·th Port Washington 
Road, Mequon, Wisconsin~ was interviewed at the home of 
a nephew, Dr. EARL PETERS, Route #6, Janesville, Wisconsin, and 
furnished the following information: 

Mrso JOHN WEIDNER, whose husband operates the Organic 
Pasade~a Health.Food Stores, Pas8d~na, California, is the ni&ce 
of PE'fERS I wife. For the past several years PETERS and his 
wife have been visiting the WEIDNERS staying with them from 
around Christmastime ea.ch year until the end -of April or Mayo 
During their stay, PETERS;,who is an elderly retired painter, 
does odd jobs around the WEIDNER food stores~ During his recent 
stay with the WEIDNERS, PETERS di.cl become acquainted with a 
young dark complexioned male, whom he knew as "Saul"e PETERS 
described this individual as a very intelligent polite person, 
who was an excellent worker. PETERS further described "Saul" 
as a loner, who did not seem to carry on much conversation con­
cerning himself as an individual. PETERS had no conversations 
in which "Sau°l" talked of any of his political or religious 
philosophies and he never heard any conversations by "Saul" 
indicating any hate towards any U. S. political leader because 
of any pronouncements made by such a person. PETERS had no 
knowledge concerning any of Saul's associations as to individuals 
or organizations outside the food store. 

PETERS did not connect the.na~e of SIRZUN B. SlffitAN 
with SAUL until after he saw on television the interview his 
wife's niece had with newspaper people. It was then that 
the photographs and the name connected with the person he 
knew as "Saul"" 

_, ''?Q'' 
J.... -.....,,, 
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Miss CHRISTINE DE SAUTELS) l)resently residing 
at 7100 Hillside~ Hollyi•1ood~ California. Apartment 205:, 
advised tl1at she Nas born on~-~~-~~~ at Glendale, PII 
California. She stated that for the last several months 
prior to the assassination of Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY she 
had been wor~;:.ing for Senator KENNEDY on his canpaign in 
California. She stated that she originally worked only 
as a part-time campaic;ner:, 1Jut that she eventually became 
one of the 'KENNEDY Girls'' and she and several others 
t:.~aveled to varioL1s parts of Calif orn1a where Senator KENNEDY 
·was to malrn a speech to help in the campa,j_gn cele0rations 
for him. 

She advised that on the afternoon of Tuesday, 
June 4, 1968" she 1·ms just leaving the EEHNEDY carn.paizn 
headquarters on W:Llshire Boulevard in Los A.n2;eles:., California, 
and was in her car at the curb, when a uoman lmocked on the 
~indow of the car. She said that she rolled the window 
down and the woman told her that she needed her help and 
that she wanted to help save the countr~r. Mj_ss DE SAUTELS 
advisee. that she told tl1e ·woman that the :Jest way to help 
Hould oe to go into the Y~NTifEDY Campai~:i1 I-IeadqL~arters and 
offer her assistance in tl1e campaign. She eta.ted that the 
woman told her that she c1ic1 not understand_; ~Jut that she 
wanted Hiss DE SAUTELS to talrn her to the race track as she 
said that she 11 hac1 to inform some people the 11ay to save 
their country. 11 Miss DE SAUTELS advised that she once again 
told the woman tl1at the 1Jest thj_ng to do vms to help on the 
KENNEDY campaign) and at this point the wouai1 ste1Jped away 
from the curb. 

She stated that later that afternoon she asked 
several j_ndividuals in the KENNEDY car:ipaicn headquarters 
if any woman fittint the descriptj_on of the one she had 
talked to had been into offer her help) and she was told 
that no one had been in fitting that description. 

, ~ -;·: 
•·,, She described the unkn01m feuale as follows: 
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Sex 
Race 
Chara.c te:ris tics 

Age 
Complexion 
Hair 

Height 
Weight 
Build 
Clothing 

Female 
tllhi.te 
Possiblv of Latin-· '-' 

· descent as she had a 
dark cornplexion 
Mid 20 1 s 
Darl~., rouc;h or ruddy 
Lonr.-: ·Ni th brown 
and-· blond liic•'.hlir::hts 
...- I 5 '' 5 IO II - -? .. u 
110 -·· 120 pounds 
Slender 
Wearing capris and a 
sweater; carrying a 
noteoook and a large 
bac; -type pu1~se 

Miss DE SAUTELS advised 'that she ctid not see this 
vJOli1an ac;ain and that she had no indication or reason to 
believe that her encounter with this wonan had anything to 
do with the KENNEDY assassination~ and it 1ias something that 
she recalled as she t:tied to thing 1Jack over the events 
of those two or three 11hectic and trac::ic days. 11 

Miss DE SAUTELS advised that on the evenirn:~ of 
June l.!., 1968, she 1·-ras at the Ambassador Hotel on Wilshire 
Boulevard in Los Anceles~ California., and we..s participating 
as one of the 1;KENIJYDY Gi . .rls II with the rest of the campaicners • 
.She stated that she and several others 1·1ho were participatinc; 
in a ·sintinz group singing sanes with words ~hich had been 
written by ETHEL KENNEDY;, and that they 1·.iere on the floor 
of the Er,foassy Ballroom or in the small l)ress room immediately 
behind the Embassy Ballroom most of the 1:;veninc. She advised 
that near· midnic;ht, or shortly after midnic;ht _. she and several 
others of her grourJ we:1t down to the next floor and Joined 
tho1=e celebrating in the Ambassador Ballroo1:1 • She and 
her associates were on the stage of the A;.-;1bassador Ballroom 
at the time they heard the fj_rst ind:L vidu.al shouting from 
the back of the Ballrooi.1 that .Senator KENNEDY had been shot. 

- 2J2 -
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Sll.e stated that she did. not recall seeing anyone run out of 
the buj_lding prior to that time and that she could not think 
of anythine: she hac1 seen or heard that evening which would 
be pertinent to the investic;a.tion of the KENNEDY assassination. 
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Date _________ _ 

Mrs. PATTY DESAUTELS, 2407 West Big Tujunga 
Canyon Road, Tujunga, California, advised she attended the victory 
celebration for Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY at the Ambassador 
Hotel the night Senator KENNEDY was killed. She stated she is a 
free lance reporter and attended to prepare a story about KENNEDY'S 
victory. She stated she was not in the area of the shooting and 
did not observe the shooting or the assassin. 

She stated her daughter, CHRISTINE DESAUTELS, was also 
at the celebration as CHRISTINE was a ;;Kennedy girl' 1 who ·worked for 
KENNEDY during the campaign in California. 

Mrs. DESAUTELS advised that the day after the shooting, 
she returned to the pressroom of the Ambassador Hotel, on the 
sixth floor, to continue work on her story. While she was working 
on her story, she observed a husky, burly, olive skinned male 
watching the television set in the pressroom. The man was 
watching a program relating to Senator KENNEDY and he had a strange 
look on his face and appeared to be talking to the television set. 
The man was acting so strange that she called a hotel security 
guard who escorted the man from the pressroom. She asked other 
members of the press about the man and no one knew who he was and 
she does not know if the guard detennined his identity or not. 
She recalled the man had dark coarse hair and appeared to have at 
least one day's growth of beard. He was wearing a suit which was 
very wrinkled. 

Mrs. DESAUTELS stated she could furnish no additional 
first hand information as she did not observe the shooting or 
the assassin. 

She stated after July 1, 1968 she can be contacted at 
Route 1, Box 82, Santa Maria, California, or through the U. s. Forest 
Rangers, Pine Canyon Ranger Station, Los Padres National Forest. 

6/26/68 Tujunga, California Los Angeles 56-156 
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1 

JOHN .T. DOOHAN, · Head Librarian and columnist, Kansas 
City Star, 19th and Grand, furnished the following information: 

. On June 4, 1968, he was attending a newspaper 
librarian's convention at the Statler--Hilton Hotel, Los Angeles, 
California. On that evening he and two fell.ow librarians 
attending the convention, JAMES SCOFIELD, Librarian, St. . 
Peters burg, Florida, Ti.mes, and EDW11.F,D QUILL, Librarian; Boston 
Globe, went to the Ambassador Hotel in ~os Angeles to foflow 
California prima~y election returns and.attend the Senator 
ROBERT F. KENNEDY rally. 

During the evening of June 4, 1968, DOOHAN visited 
the press room in the Colonial Room of the Ambassador Hotel and 
attended_ the rally about midnight at which Senator ROBERT F, 
KENNEDY spoke.· About 1,000 persons were in attendance and 
he becam~ sepa~ated from his ~wo associates. In orde~ to meet 
the fire de~~rtment regulaticins the Embassy Room where the 
rally was held was closed and the ove~flow -c~owd was sent he 
believes to a room on a lower· floor, possibly the Ambassador 
Room, -~hile he had been in the press room he learned {hat 
Senator KENNEDY would visit the press room at the Coldnial 
Room after he spoke at the rally in -the Embassy ·Room. · Therefore, 
after hearing Sen:ator KENNEDY speak and watching him leave the 
stage D00HAN went directly to the press room to await Senator 
KENNEDY'S appearance there. It was while he was·· on his way to 
the press room that he heard the commotion~ althou~h he did not 
he.ar any ·s_hots, _and learned that Sena tor FI-ENNEDY had been shot. 

'- . • ,. I 

A 1 though he had not been assigned as a reporter to 
. the California p:rj_mary or to the KENNEDY party he inunediately 
prepared a story which was printed in the .. Tune 5·; ·· ·19·68, issue 
of the Kansas City Starr the evening Kansas City Times, under 
his by-line giving his personal account of t"he assassination 
which read ·· as ,··f6:1-1ov,;s': _,-:~·-----

•·· - ·- ..__~,- ~·--~: .. ta - -• .:-z .. :-,.. ." •. 

235 
On __ 6_/_1_.9_/_6_8 __ at Kansas City, Missouri F'I. fr KC 6~~--8651 

IC r-_lJ:-t-56-17.5~6-------

by __ S_A-c-R_O_B_ER._T_V_._I_{A_R_r_/i.A_N~T~· _JR_·t_. ________ Dcitc di ctab;d __ 6_/_1_9_/_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the PSI, It !s the property of the PSI and ls loaned to 
your agency; lt and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, 



KC 62--8651 
2 

\ 

"Sen .. Hobert F, Kr,m1.f=d.Y 1:ad ju:::rt fini::disd his. 
short victory statemant, raised his fJngers in 2 V sign 
and it was no•;i; 11 0n to Ctdcago, · 

''J \\i.as ~;"t3.r1(lir1g; t.o\,'.J:f~I"d t};~•-D 1r~t=:-a!~~ of' tl1·2. l~nt.bass)i 
room at t~e Hotel Ambassador, along with mo7e than 1)000 
ot. hers , Though th~': ba l }:roo:-0; is F.;1.i :c--cu-r.d:i .. t J on:2d, 1 t 'Wfl.S 

hot and stuffy. I thought to myself th';;.t K,2:rnedy looked 
a.s happy ·as anyone could possih ly be, 

"As the s:tS:,nator tun:i.erl to lf~~ve t:tw room., 1i . 
heard. a rumor that he was gotn.g to pa.ss through a tempo1'."ary 
press room on his way to a lower floor of the hot~l, where 
another group of his e.xcJ ted ~uppor t.e::·s \·Jai tf~d for h.i::11 to 
appeax·. 

11 1 hrr-»d 1::>•J -Pov· i-J, . .,::, '°""'~"~,;;'~ ·,·001~1, ·.1.·. l<.-.11•1':i,,,' ,~•h-"",:,··.r~ 1.· t .._..., !-t. ~ •v', . ..I. L. :.., .. .l,.., 1--' i '-.-.•i,,.::J::-., ~ •- ~~.:. J "' •• ..._. - -

was because I had been in th.,i~r-e a i'(:?W 1:,-Jinutes earli,er· talk­
ing to Pierre Salinger, press secratary for the New York 
senator and for his late brother 1 President J6bn F. Kennedy. 

!!-The p:r-c:ss roo7:'. ·,m:H:5 1Hia.r a long, narrow corri.do:r' 
used as a serving room :fo:c cLi.rm21:· meetings• in thir: t,allroom.. 
Senator Kennedy was to use this passageway on his ~ay to 
meet r0.pox• ters. 

, 
11Accompani:ed by his wife 1 Mr~:. Ethel Kennedy; 

J"E:'ssi::i Unruh, spi::aker of thl~ CaJ.:lfq:cnia Ass•ambly and a 
leader of the Kennedy :i'or·ces lw:ra, and others~ Kennedy 
started through the serving galley. Leading the way' 
fs~ him.were several Los Angeles polic~ officers) Rafe~ 
Johnsor>., former decathlon ch.~u::.pion and now on the R, F, IL 
staff ~n California 1 and Roosevelt Grier, a defensive tackle 
for t.ri-e Los Angeles Rams px•oft=assional football tear.:L 

nThe roorr,, itself contained metal sierving and steam 
tables) which W:3re not in l~E;e ee,:rly today as th.ere ha-d h;;Em 
no program or refreshments ser~ed in the Embassy room. The 
are.a is 10 to l.2 fe1?t vJide and ,to to 50 feet lortg', 

l1ote 1 fjr~p 10~1ees \~1a:L tj. ng: fcv1" a ct:itnc,r.~ tc) s~1e 2.n.d ~ ple·rJ.1aps, 
shake hands with th& Democratic presi1ential hopeful. 
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np::redictably, Senator- Kf?nn,,?dy pB.UE•~2d as he J~Rd·?. 
his way slowly through the galley to shak~ hands. I was . 
st-i 11. on my way h·011i the b:al 1Y.'OO)':':i to ths prP.ss room.-ki tchen 
when it happened. 

11 ! heard absolute bedl.ar:t cor:Ling fr-on, the na1.Tow 
hallway, as fror[, a range of h,s\::;; th2:.n 10 :fl'"::t1t the ·-..i·ould·--i:r2 
assassin began fjri.ng what tu.:cned 01_;,;_t to he a ,22-c·.alibrrr 
revolver 1 · wounding Kennedy and several others immediately 
clustered around him, I didn't actually hear the shots .. 

"But I got a chance to p•:e,:;-;rr into the room and .saw 
a young; bus:hy-h:2,.:ired; da:rk cmrip lexioned man being carr.i<ed 
out by police office:cs. He wP .. s Wf':.~ring blue jeans} t\Bnnis 
shoes and a _blue sweat shirt. 

''1 \Vris t:ci·ld. ·that Joh.rtE~(}n and. Grier ast(i possibly· 
one or two others t:a.ckl.;etl and held the r:rn,n .immediately, 
but~ of course, the tr:agedy wa::::, cm!.:sp, .letf.:d. 

11 We don ·1 t knos;;; yet who he is:. But one thing is: 
clear in P'Y mind. He had to kno'l,\I the ropes. This was a11 
behind ti·:•;: d.oo:r' to the ballr·oom, It si.e,er,(~S to m~ that he 
had to know what the Kennedy exit was going to ba beforehand. 

\ 

npeop 1e say that a hurr ici'l.n.i.:: r.·oars;. You could .i us t 
heard,a roar. Then in a short time-just a few moments­
peo1iie V-'ere crying. All of us ,1m11:e ~-::tunned, 

"I saw Eth-::!l K,,f;:nn2dy, She w:a,s right alongside him 
alJ. the time. Mrs, .Kennedy remained very composed. 

11 Theri Steve Smith; Ken:n·.::dy 1 s: brother-in-law, asked 
ever·yon,s to quiet dm'm and "Jet'.s a.11 b,e 0-rd.:-,rly. 1

·
1 It 

was hair-raising; Smith's voice ~ounds just like Senator 
Kennedy's. 

n.r was at the hotel in th·e .first place hi"cause 1 
admire Senator Kennedy. . Our cc)riYe:r~.t.ion. hes in~ss via£~ over 
for th-s- evening and thJT"e8 o,f u::: 1 ;1-1. li 1xcfu•i.:fli.n f:r'OI!t St, 
Peters burg, F1:a, , :and anotht?l" :from tht:~ Bost cm Globe ha·d 
gone out to eat. Instead of going bick to our hotel, the 
tSa t 1 er Hi 1 ton 1. ~1.ie dec.i ded to go o,v-Dr' to th-2 .A.m.bas~:ador-. 
~i had heard that the senator and his Cilifornia iriinds h~d 
taken quarters there for the night, 

"We got th,~:>:'8 about 9:~15 0,'clod'.:, and the lorJb_y was 
a lre:.1 dy pack-2d ';J:it h people, Th,snc,,.:: H,1.cst have 1Jr,;en mor(, than 
3) 000 :i.n th<r.:: lobby and th_c bs,llt'o,m,:. 'I1h,1~r<B w:a:s no p,i<'Ogr:am; 
people just st:a:-,dJng around t~lkiJ,A,;i½4n<d catching the l:atiBst 
returns, · L .J I 
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' 'Th:atvs ho',V I bwqH-::d into 'S:il . .'H!!.1.ger. I told hifn 
I was fror;r-1. The Star·; and hP a.sk;;-~d :r!lbout se•1;·..,=,r•ial pllti:;:-s.ons: he 
knows on the p:aper. Then .b:'if to:l•.d zr-se th1:,tt K\rmne:dy p.:rohably would 
pass through the pr•.:\SE rCJ-rn:2 ;2.d:ttS•t" making his teJevlsion 
statement. 

rnrirns, ][ was by happenBJt:1nua;::e clost:, to th,9 scenf! 
of the tr·agr'.>.dy 5 closB (imou.gh,, reg:1t0 etab1i£: :as it WfaSi to be 
on the sideline as th1E sicnatrn' w:as carried to an ar:ibul:ance. 

HS01:.~e of t:host~ clcr:~e:r 
wis .conscious. Someone told me 
rosary in his hand. 

irJ ha\·e never s0:.en a 
crazed in ~he aftermath of ·the 
known i& the hallways as young 
shocking. 

than 1 felt Bobby Kennedy 
lie vvf.:;.s able to t~1l~e ~J. 

hui.ge m,ass o.f peop lte so 
s·h.ooting, Mi(/.ny ·,;:fn"e• knocked 
pt1ople r.an a.:t·ound.. It w:Bls; 

11 :I then ,t1ent 't•~.ek to th,c shooting s,ce:r~e, ·rrhe 
other victil:!'cS were s:ti..l J lying 011\ the floot· ,> Karl Uecker, ·an 

· assi.st:ant mansger o:f tb--~-, hotel, told mre he w:as; :a.longside the 
ser->i~o,r as they c_am<::? tn1~01.~gh the kitchen, 

1
• i Ihe sf:n.a tor h:i:1.d p 0B!.trsed to shs.ke 

of ·: l·;."<:! h~'J lp Whtim thE· shn-ts popp&d; 'Uecker 
se11a tf.n' f,il l · and s,e\;:Br,it l (~th.-r~rs rto down" 

' -~ 
11 '.1 saw a s,;:rEil 1 t _ype gun in. the gm,f!Xfl".n. Q s hand. 

Two guys (apparently JohGson and Grier) pinned him over 
the countt:0 1', 1 

11 1 also talked with Norm8>.n N, Marney; .p!"esich,mt of 
the Finance Service corporation, who said he was right next 
to Kennedy when he was struck, 

11 1 W,e came fror:; t h.t:; JJmhasey room and were going 
through th~ kitchen area,' Marney said. vThe senator stopped 
to greet some of the help, and as he reached for a hand four 
or five shots ~ere fired. 

'' 'Tht'Eie n;en f•~Jl1 2nd 1 krnew om<::➔ oi' them wa2; Senator 
Kenm::dy. 1 ducked Jn a corner r,md k.i !Mi ot u.nd€2r the ·t:rn. bleEi. 
The fe llc;w on t.:-;y rJght 'llil.S. hi :t in the hip> J belieV(! i and the 
m:an in front of me \,Jas hit in the h~g. 

,,, ·.-:B.ve.:~"yon,e .p1~r, duc~;(~;d fot" cover,. Th~ -:~)omen 
hys;t~n:-icaL v 
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Fourteen 

11After it ·;;.:as all ove1·; r,olic,2 took over some rooms:. 
witnesses wer,e g.i vi:ng s i:r1tc,0,:,.,ent~0 ri..ght in. the hote 1, 

nobv.i ous}y 1 

out of the question. 
the frenzied mood ~as 

fot:0 n-,,:~, ~ a;;m:y thoD.ght of s Jeep ·f1~ . .s 
I r·,.e:-tu:rn-~:d to thtJ Efli:,b:assv room, where 
0 •i'c' ;,o rr ,i <;,•; ,,..,. -:)· ···,,,;:.; \I . +- (>. ·1.- ,:-,.,;, v•~- "1 v.,,-'l : .. he~ Cl~ e 1-:.::;:- )' 0 ,... ""..;.i.. ;1.;.,S "'• ...... .,, :!.,- ., &'-''""--L ,.:y tPl.e.t.l.\.t. ~- .J' n. o 

said, 

n 'It just can 1 t bs t :cue~ it just cfur1 9 t be, 1 I 
heard a man say, 

'¼t first it w~s fairly easy to get out of th~ 
hotel. ·But later entranc~s were blocked by police. In 
the press room I was told by an officer that the 14 witnesses 
were being questioned. · 

11Still l:s.ts1' I w;a..s r1.bh:>: Jc leave the hotel.: I 
hired s: ta:dca b to go ba.ck to the Stat h~x· Hilton, I :asked. 
th(? d:civer to stop by the Good HtH!La.:iritan hospttal~ and he did. 

iv1 guess there were about 150 p.eople :at one of the 
two entrancesj just sitting on the curbiog 9 waiting. I 
asked ,:, pc-:, .:emanr unJ he s:a1d the s<t.,natoc 'WRS still i;n,. ~;u.Jtgery 
and th~t ~-2 was no word. At the other entrance, about 300 
persons just standing around the door~ay and the street. 
1'hr/y we .. •. .,tunn(gd, all stunned, 11 

DOOHIU covr<··.•., the ass::assinatict1 for the next two hour's 
'for the Kansas City S La1t am:1. was s:ta tioned s. t th\8 hos:pi tal where 
Senator KENNEDY was tLl;:c .~;. 

DOOHt~N t,,·,,j no knowll.".odgiE":1 of any chang•t' in plBLns by .Senator 
KENNEDY to go to the.; Ambassador Room. or any othe1~ room instead of 
proceeding to the press room (Colonial Boom) .. 
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TERRY DRINKWATER, news correspondent from the 
broadcasting system in television network news, CBS Television 
City, Los Angeles, telephone OLl-2345, phoned on July 10, 1968, 
in response to attempts to contact him and advised as follows: 

Mr. DRINKWATER said that he had covered the ROBERT 
F. KENNEDY Campaign election party at the Ambassador Hotel, 
Los Angeles, on June 4 and June 5, 1968. He, at the time of 
the shooting of Senator KENNEDY, was broadcasting from the 
podium where Mr. KENNEDY had given his speech. Consequently 
he had not observed the shooting of Senator KENNEDY, nor had 
he seen SIRHAN SIRHAN. 

Mr. DRINKWATER covered the ROBERT KENNEDY campaign 
party for ten days in early April in California and from 
May 20th to May 30th in Oregon and California. He· ha.A..~~ 
recallection of seeing SIRHAN SIRHAN at any time. 

7/f0/63 On _______ at Los Angeles, California File# Los Angeles 56-156 
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Date __ 6-'-/__,19"-'-/_6_8 ___ _ 

Mr. WILLIAM Eo (BILL) EPPRIDGE was 1ntervlewed 
in Room 2850, Time and Life Building, Rockefeller Center., 
Nev1 York, Ne1.•1 York.. He stated that he is employed as a 
Staff Photogr-apher for Life Magazine and that l:e resides at 
333 East 4-6th Street, New York, Hew York. 

- . 

Approximate1y one ·week. after Senator ROBER'lt 
KENNEDY ins.,cituted his ca.1-::1.pa.1.gn to seek: the Democratic 
Party Presidential nomination., EPPRIDGE joined the campaign 
as the Life Magazine p11oto~i:-apher and ,,ias acting in such 
capacity on June 4 - 5, 1908 in Los Angeles, California. 

, On the evening of June 4, 1968., at the Ambassador 
Hotel in Los Jmgeles on his way to the ballroo;n to make a 
victory spr1ech., Senator KENUGDY took a servi_ce eleva:bor. 
Shortly after gettj,ng off the elevnto:r, Senator KENN"EDY 
got out of line and went into the kitchen of the hotel and 
shook hands •with. sorne of the employees in ·the k:i.tchen. 
Senator KENNEDY then get back in line· and proceeded along 
a corridor. At this point, EPl)RIDGE was three o'f, four people 
in back. of' Senl;).tor ICEN}IEDY and a heavy set girl, wl1.ite, about 
5 feet~ inches or 5 feet 5 inches, in her early 20's with a 
swartl1;y complexion, hefty build, olive., da:r-1-U .. sh or tan 
complexion;,· who seemed to be alone o.nd who.;. was wearlng 
-somet.lllng polka dottish., mo.ybe a kerch:i.ef or some such thing 
in possibly black and i-·ed colbrs, : tried to get in line next 
to EPPRIDGE. (EPPRIDGE:cannot remembGr her face as be just 
caught a glance of her.) EPPRIDGE did not th1nl~ that she 
belonged there and he gave her a poke in the ribs to get her 
out of the way. She persisted in her attenwts to get in line 
an.d EPPRIDGE .ga V-$ her another poke. 

At this po:i.nt., EPPRIDGE started to go up the steps 
to the plat.form. 

Dur1ng Seniitor KENNEDY' s speech, EPPRIDGE was just 
behind bim and to tl1e side. EPPRIDGE d1d not see this girl 
while he was on the platform. 

") I 1 -4' 
L'·'°~ 
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On the platform., there was a very large crowd, 
the largest in the campaign and.there was much -shoving 
from behind and the crush was so great that EPPRIDGE 
could just barely get his arms above his head. 

Ilmnediately prior to Senator KEN1{EDY ending 
his speech, someone opened a path to Senator KENNEDY's 
right., off the platform., 1n wha.t was· apparently a route 
of exit for Senator KENNEDY. BILL BARRY, a member of 
Senator KENNEDY rs staff i·ms to the r·ight and apparently 
leading the way to the path and was tellina S~nator 
KENNEDY to go that way. EPPRIDGE d:i.d not hear Senator· 
KENNEDY's reply if there was one, but BARRY a6ain told 
Senator KENN1~DY to go llth:Ls way" which was to Senator 
KE.NlJEDY' s rigl1t. EPPRIDGE did not hear Sena tor KENNI~DY' s 
reply if there was one, but Senator KENNT~DY d:i.d not go in 
the direction of BARRY Q Sena.tor KENNEDY. ·went through a 
curtain out the back of the platform. l:lnd off the platform. 

EPPRIDGE does not know i·1here Senator KENNEDY was 
going at this point~ .EPPRIDGE was about 12 to 15 feet 
behind Senator KEN1'TEDY. 

At this point.') through t11e curtuin in the back of_ 
the platform and to the right just off the platform, EPPRIDGE 
saw -the persistent girl he described earlier. 

. After gett:lng of'f the back of the platforrn., 
Senator- I<ENNEDY i·1ent to the ric~ht. EPPRIDGE vms folJ.o-\·ling. 
·and wl1en EPPRIDGE got to some doors that seemed SD.all for 
the cro1Jd he heard two shots in very rapid succession. 
EPPRIDGE t=i.t first thought these v1ere fireworks as they l1ad 
be~n in.Chinatown, San Francisco, the dcty before and there 
were many f:ireworl~s there. 

·-



There was a pause after the second Bhot and 
pe-ople were scattering. EPPRIDGE realized that what he 
thought were fireworks were actually shots. He ran 
forward instinctively think:lng he had better count the 
shots. He counted a total of six.shots. 

As he was running fonmrd there was screaming and 
bedlam. He then saw a rn.an lying on the floor. He took· 
three pictures of this individual who at first he thought 
was BILL BARRY. It was PAUL SCHRADE. He then tooli;: 3: or 4 
more steps fon·iard and saw Sena tor KENHEDY lyine: on the 
f'loor i.-1i th JUAN ROMERO holding his head.· 

. . 

EPPRIDG-E stopped and took pictures of Sena.tor 
ICEHlfBDY. Ji'crward '.'W.s a mass of people arou.nd tbe individual 
who apparently shot Senator KENNEDY. EPPRIDGE dJ..d not go . 
forward to see this individual and stayed in the area of 
Sena.tor.KENNEDY. 

During this time JI.M WILSON and his crci·t of. BOB 
FUNK and BILL LEWIS, who 1·1ere doing contract wort. for 
Colwnbia DroadcastinG System (CBS), were f:i.lming Sen~ttor · 
KENNEDY·. When JTH WILSON ran out of film he (WILSON) threw 
his camera to the flcor and started pushing people bact .• 
Mrs. ETHEL KEi·HmDY asked people to raove bacl,c. and l~PPRIDGE 
ass:i.sted in. this, e)~tending his arms out and walk:i..ng . · 
bs.c_k1·1.ard into the crowd; taking a picture now and then. 

The atibt.ilance attendants then CD.me and Senator .· 
KENNEDY was placed iri a stretcher-and taken to an elevator. 
EPPRIDGE f ollm-1ed. EPPRIDGE did not recall hearing 
Sena.tor KENNEDY say anythins after he _ ·was shot. 

After this., EPPlUDGE went back to see t·that he -~ 
could do about JIM WILSON '\-'/ho ·was "c ompleteJ.y broken.:..up 11 

over the whole incident. 

:•·. 




