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WASHINGTON (AP)
The Supreme Court today.
declined to review the con-' (Indicate page, name of

viction of Sirhan Bishara ,newspaper, city and state.)

Sirhan for the murder, of
Sen. Robert F. Kemiedy. A-1 Herald Examiner

Sirhan's lawyers claimed in . Los Angele s, Calif
a(u appeal that police hadB

searched his mother's home un
constitutionally after the 1968
shooting and that there was
new evidence he did not fire
the fatal bullet.

The court rejected the appeal
7-0 without comment. Sirhan. is
serving a life sentence. He ini-,
tially was condemned to execu
tion but was resentenced after
the California Supreme Court
-outlawed capital .punishment.

SAt San -Quentin Prison
spokesman Lee DeBord said,
Sirhan had "no reaction at all"
when told of the high court's
decision. * t

"He has not been one to react
to 'much of anything," DeBord
said. "When it cotes to legal 220473
very pli 'thishseon: Tuesday 8 Star
iKennedy was slain June 5 Author:
1968, at the Hotel Ambassador Editor: Donald Goodeniow
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" oonce were legitimately

concerned with asceraming
immediately whether co-con
spirators in the shooting of Sen.
Kennedy were at large and, if
so, whether the attack was just
the first one of a series of
planned assassinations of presi
dential candidates or other high
government officials," the state
said.

Sirhan's lawyers, in trying to
win a new trial for the 28-year
old Sirhan, claimed also that a.
team of psychiatrists, physi
cians, physicists and others had
uncovered "significant Dhvsical
avidence" that Sirhan did not
fire the fatal bullet.

The state replied that "Uh
fortunately this new evidence
was not presented to the Cali
fornia Supreme Court and is
not in the record on appeal. In.
review of a judgment of a state:
court,, this court is bound by
the record on which that judg
ment is based."

The high court said simply
that it was denying Sirhan's pe
tition for a hearing.

In other actions toppy, the
court:

--Agreed to review a ruling
that it is unconstitutional to
deny food stamps to households
with dependent college stu
dents.

-Rejected consumer advo*
cate Ralph Nader's bid to re
open the ITT-Hartford Insure
ance Co., antitrust case that

* ance Co., antitrust case that
raised a furore over alleged po
titical influence last year.

-Turned down an appeal by
the Memphis, . Tenn., school
board for review of a deseg
regation plan involving the bus
ing of some 14,000 students.

-Declined to review a lower
court decision which curbed the
power of politicians to fire state

_mpy1 because of ' irpoll
ties.
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copenSirnan Probe
Lawyer Says False Testimony Led to (Indicate page, name of

. . * *newroaper, city and state.)Conviction for. Killing Robert Kennedy a

. BY WILLIAMAARR, : I-3 LOS ANGELES TIMES
:'T""" LOS ANGELES, CA

The state Supreme.Court was asked
Monday to reupen investigation intc
the assassination of Sen. Robert F
Kennedy in a petition filed by the at.
torney for Sirhan Bishara Sirhan;
convicted of the slaying almost six

ears ago.
Beveriy Hills lawyer Godfrey Isaac

maintair ad in the petition that Sir;
than was wrongly convicted by false
ballistic testimony given by police
criminalist DeWayne Wolfkr. . co

The. petition contains. a "econd
un" theory and seeks to have the

state's .highest court order the firing
of Sirhan's .22-caliber pistol in an ef
Mort to clear up questions that have
arisen about the ballistics.

Informed that the petition had bpei
filed with the Supreme-Court in I.as
Angeles, Dist. Atty. Joseph P. Busch
said: Date: 1/14/75

"Now the issue is before the proper Edition: Tuesday Finalforum instead of being a topic of a
TV talk show or some politician's Author: William Farr
public hearing. If the court decides Editor: William F. Thomas
that there is good cause to reopen the Title: KENSALT
case and test the weapon, I will fully
cooperate."

Character:
Busch previously had rejected sug

gestions by several persons, including or
County Supervisor Baxter Ward and Classification: LA-56-156*
former New York Congressman Al- Submitting Office Los Anceles
lard K. Lowenstein, that the district
attorney's office volunteer to test the Being Investigated
Sirhan weapon. 1

Busch and Isaac agreed that state
Supreme Court justices will give the EARCHED... INDEXED
matter serious consideration. 1E

"I can't predict they will grant a
hearing but I'm satisfied they will do JAN i4 M
what is right," Isaac said, "because
tgs is one of the country's finest ap
pellat30ourts: _ BU:EAU
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gafaETioinwith Sirhan last Friday at
San Quentin Prison. Describing his
meeting w, h Sirhan, Isaac said 2

"He was excited and happy about
the petition and was hopeful that a
hearing will be granted to definitely
determine whether or not he was the
cne who shot and killed Sen. Kenre

The defense lawyer added, "If Sir
han had some recollection of the
events, it would he helpful, but he
has no such recollection."

Isaac filed a petition for writ of ha.
bees corpus seeking Sirhan's release
and a companion petition for error
coram vogis, which is a request for
the high court to consider evidence
beyond the trial record.

Both criminologist 'Wolfer and the
district attorney's office were criti
cized in the 55-page brief filed by
Isaac.

Isaac, in summarizing grounds foi
the petitions, stated:

"Evidence that tended to show that
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy was not
killed by the bullet from Sirhan's gun
was deliberately, intentionally- an'
willingly suppressed by the proicul
tion and their agents."

It is asserted in the petition that
outside- ballistic experts have deter
mined that the bullet taken from the
senator's body substantially differs
from one removed from Williani
Weisel, an ABC-TV newsman, who
was also shot in a pantry of the.Am
bassador.

.The petition maintains that trial
evidence which led to Sirhan's April
17, 1969, conviction for first-degree
murder showed that there were five
grooves on the bullet taken fror
Kennedy but that bullets purchased
by.Sirhan had six grooves.

Isaac cited affidavits by William-W.
Harper, a Pasadena criminalist, and
Herbert L. MacDonnell, director of
the Laboratory of Forensic Science
in Corning, N.Y., supporting this con
tention.

Much of the evidence contained in
the exhibits filed with the petition
was developed through the efforts of
freelance investigative reporter
Theodore Sharach, who along with
photojournalist Gerard Alcan has
produced a movie entitled "The Sec
ond Gun."

The petition specifically mentioned
th?"T herdwas cause to suispeltat
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iecurity guard Thane Eugene Cesar may have fired his
weapon aid hit the senator. Cesar, who coup e not be
reached for comment, was accompanying the senator
through the hotel pantry area when the June 4, 1968, at
tack occurred.

Wolfer was the target of a separate legal action filed
Monday in the state Court of Appeal here. Former Dep.
Dist. Atty. Jack Kirschke's attorneys, Roger Hanson and
Griffith Thomas, charged that Kirschke was convicted of
killing his wife and her lover in 1967 through the perjured
te fonybfWolfer. **
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Convcted assassin Sirhail B. Sir

hans attorney said he willE askthe
state Supreme Court Monday to reop
en the investigation into the death of
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy in June,
1968. Attorney Godfrey Isaac, claim
ng he has new evidence, said he

lked with Sirhan at San Quentin
ast week and described Sirhan as ex

cited and happy at the prospect of a
new probe. The request reportedly is
based on the claims of some ballistics (Indicate page, name ofexperts who contend that a second newspaper, city and state.)
gun might have been used in the
saying o iennedy.

I-2 LOS ANGELES TIMES
LOS ANGELES, CA

Date: 1/12/75
Edition: Sunday Home
Author:

Editor: Will iam F. Thomas
Title: KENSALT

Character:

or

claesification: LA-56-156*
ii Submitting Office. Los Angelei

Being Investigated

JAN 13 1975
FBI . LOS ANGELES
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Evidence Hearing
Asked for Sirhcan

The California Supreme
Court has been asked to order
a new-evidence hearing or the
freeing of Sirhan B. Sirian,
convicted assassin of Sen.
Robert F. Kennedy. (Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)
The petition, filed here yes

terday by Beverly Hills attor
ney Godfrey Isaac. also seeks A-3 HERALD EXAMINERnaming of a special master to
hear new evidence. LTIS ANGELES, CA

The petition is based on a
"second gun-second gunman"
theory of the slaying as ad
vanced by author-journalist
Theodore Charach.

The petition further charges
that evidence was intentionally
suppressed by the district at
torney's office during.Sirhan's
trial for the slaying of Kenne
dy in the Ambassador here im

Charach's investigation o
the incident purportedl y
turned up a part-time security
guard . who witnesses-not
called at the trial - stated
was-ring 11is weapon at the
time eunedy was shot in the
hotel pantry.

Also questioned are the dis,.
puted ballistic studies of Los Date: 1/14/75Angeles police crimmalist De
Wayne Wolfer, which prompt- Edition: Tuesday Latest
ed a probe of possible evi- Author:
dence tampering two years Editor: Donald Goodenow
ago. Title: KENSALT

Character:

or

Classification: LA-56-156*
Submitting Office Los Angeles

Being Investigated

l./
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PpbertF.Kennedy. ti ,lwould welcoijie a hearing in theThe supervisors ordered County couti;" Thward said, "btiftihthe
Counsel John Larson to join Paul proper rules of evidence."
Schrade in his petition to Superior By instructing Larson to support
Court for the right to examine the Schrade's court petition, the board, in
gun, ballistics records and other effect, is asking the court for a refir
forensic evidence. ing of the Sirhan pistol, a microscopic

Schrade, a former auto union exec- and spectographic analysis of the
utive, was wounded at the time of bullet fragments and an examination
the assassination June 5, 1968, at the of rephotographed ballistic exhibits
Ambassador Hotel. by a forensic expert.

Schrade's petition contended that This reexamination, Ward contend
only by testing Sirhan's gun and the ed. is needed to answer a growing
bullets entered into evidence will it public doubt surrounding the Kenne
ever be possible to determine wheth- dy assassination.
er only one gun or more than one Board Chairman James A. Hayes
gun was fired when Kennedy was urged caution in reopening the case,
shot down, and Schrade and four oth. but he called for the intervention by
er persons were wounded. county government.

Schrade is supported in his conten- "I think this whole subject.has been
tion, Supervisor Ed Edelman pointed kicked around for several. years
out, by a special committee of the now," Hayes said. "If it could be
American Academy of Forensic openly reassessed in some proper
Sciences. The forensic experts asked form, it would be in the best interest
that the case be reopened to look into of the public."
what they believe are apparent dis
crepancies in the ballistics evidence.

The board also requested acting
Dist. Atty. John Howard to intervene
in the Schrade case or seek the ap
pointment by the state Supreme
Court of a special master to reopen
the controversial assassination case.

Howard said he intended to take a
proper posture in the Schrade suit
and on a similar petition filed Tues.
day by the Columbia Broadcasting
System.

He eirphasized, however, that his
main concern was obtaining a proper
judicial forum for examining the
complex and controversial assassina
tion case. That route, he told the
board, appears to lie in a suit similar
to Schrade's or by a high court ap
pointing a special master for a more
thorough reopening of the case.

Supervisor Baxter Ward, who in
troduced the motion for support of
Schrade, charged that Howard, as
prosecutor in the Sirhan case, was
more interested in protecting the
prosecution record than in pursuing a
reopening of the assassination.

Howard denied either conflict of
interest or a reluctance to enter the
case. I-le said he and the late Dist.
Atty. Joseph Busch were considering
methods-of taking the Kennedy as
sassination to court just before
13lienc s orath ,
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Retesting Sirhan Sirhan's gun and,
reexamination of bullet evidence in
his I968 trial were ordered Thursday
in an effort to resolve doubts about I-1 LOS ANGELES TIMES
the assassination of Robert F. Kennc-I LOS ANGELES, CA
dy.

Robert F. Wenke, presiding judge; 4
of the Superior Court, issued the or-,
der at a hearing that required less
than five minutes to complete.

The order was granted on petitions
filed by CBS and Paul Schrade, one,
of the five persons wounded in the:
pantry of the Ambassador the night
Kennedy was mortally wounded.

After the brief hearing, Schrade
told reporters:

"It's a great victory because itl
opens up the possibility of finding out
the truth in this case. There are very,
serious errors and gaps in the origin
al testing by the Los Angeles police
crime lab.

'Some -of the evidence is missing
ind we've got to find out the answers
to these questions if we are ever
going to find out if there was another Date: $-15-75gunman in the room that night." Edition: Friday FinalA key question in the controversy Author: William Farr

iwhether the bullet that struecuho:k'ilamFF
Kennedy in the neck was fired fron Editor: William F. Thomas
the same gun as the bullet that hiti Title: KENSALT
bystander William Weisel.

A special committee of the Amer
caiw Academy of Forensic Sciences'
reccntly reported that there were Character:
"di4idt I f )e lc the rhe

~ t il ord+.Classification: LA56-156*
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had been appointed by Acting Dist
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cial counsel on the Sirhan matter
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But outside the courtroom Kranz
who once worked as aniadvance man
in "Kennedy's political campaign.
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agreement on selection of experts
and procedures

Informed of Wenke's faction, How-
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that Wonke's not
constitute reppening of the case

"It is at this stage only the reexa --

mining the ballistics, gun and bullet
evidence that could perhaps shed

light on factual differences," he said.
After ordering the retesting,

Wenke instructed the attorneys to
work out an agreement between
themselves prior td-a Sept. 11 Kearing.
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