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Argued in
RFK Death

WASHINGTON (AP) —
The Supreme Court today
declined to review the con-
viction of Sirhan Bishara
Sirhan for the murder, of
Sén.” Robert F. Kennedy

Sirhan's lawyers claimed m‘
an appeal that police had:
searched his mother’s home un-.
constitutionally after the 1968
shooting and that there was
new evidence he did not fire
the fatal bullet.

‘The. court rejected the :;1ppeal]l
7-0 without comment. Sirhan is
serving a life sentence. He ini-,
tially was condemned to execu-!
tion but was resentenced after
the California Supreme Cour’ci

‘At San
spokesman Lee DeBord saxd

¢ | Sirhan had “no reaction at a

when told of the high courts
decision. N

“He has not been one to react
to much of anything,” DeBord
said. “When it comes to xegal.
moves like this hes generally
very placid.”

* Kennedy was slain June 5
1963, at the Hotel Ambassador
in Los Angeles after winning
the state’s Democratic presi-

Following the-shooting, police
searched Sirhan’s bedroom in
his mother’s home in.Pasadena}
without a warrant. They recov-
ered notebooks containing an|
entry, “RFK Must Die,” and
used them at the 1989 trial. A

‘In response to the appeal,
California state officials said
ihe state Supreme Court had
ruled correctly that emergency
sircumstances  justified  the
Searcir-without a warram-'-m

<
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“Police, were legitimately
concerned with ascertaining

immediately whether co-con-
spirators in the shooting of Sen.
Kennedy were at large and, if
S0, whether the attack was just
the first one of a series of
planned assassinations of presi-
dential candidates or other high
government officials,” the state
said.

Sirhan’s lawyers, in trymg to
win a new trial for the 28-year-
old Sirhan, claimed also that a
team of psychlatrlsts physi-
cians, physicists and others had
uncovered “‘significant phvsical
svidence” that Sirhan 'did ‘not
- fire the fatal bullet. -

The state replied that “un-
. fortunately this new evidence
was not presented to the Cali~
fornia -Stpreme Court and is
not in the record on appeal. In
review of a judgment of a state
court, this court is bound by
the record on which that ]udg
ment-is. based.”

The high court sa1d simply
that it was denying Sirhan’s pe
tition for a hearing. -

* -In other actions: taxlay, the
,court:
* -—-Agreed to rewew a ruling‘
that it is unconstitutional to
deny food stamps to households
with depmdent eollege stu-
dents.” - ;
—Reqected consumer advo~
cate Ralph Nader’s bid ‘to re-
open the ITT-Hartford Insur-
ance Co., antitrust case that
ance Co., antitrust case .that
raised a furore over alleged po-
litical influence last year.
-=Turned down an appeal by
the Memphis, . Tenn., school
board for review of a deseg.
regatlon plan involving the bus-
" ing of some 14,000 students,
—Declined to review a lower
court decision which curbed the
power of politicians to fire state

.gmplqyg,s because of Tﬂ'ﬁ“puﬂ
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Monday te revpen investigation infc
the assassination of Sen. Robert F.
Kennedy in a petition filed by the aty
torney - for Sirhan Bishara Sirhap;
conv.cted of the slaying almost suc
fyears ago.

Beveqy Hills lawyer Godfrey Isaac
maintair.2d in the petition that Sir<
han was wrongly convicted by false
thallistic testimony given by police
criminalist DeWayne Wolf.r. s
¢ ‘The. petition contains a "second
Fun“ theory and seeks to have the
state's highest court order the firing
lof Sirhan's .22-caliber pistol in an ef-

fort to clear up questions that have
arisen ahout the ballistics.
. Informed that the petition had beerl
filed with the Supreme-Court in I os
Angeles, Dist. Atty. Joseph P. Busch
said:

"Now the issue is before the proper
forum instead of being a topic of a
TV talk show or some politician's
public hearing. If the court decides
that there is good cause to reopen the
case and test the weapon I w111 fully

cooperate : i

. . %
[

Busch previously had rejected sug:
gestions by several persons, including
County Supervisor Baxter Ward and
former New York Congressman Al-
lard K. Lowenstein, that the district
attorney's office volunteer to test e
Sirhan weapon.

Busch and Izaac agreed that state
Supreme Court justices will give the
‘ matter sericus consideration,

T can't predict they will grant a
hearing but I'm satistied they will do
what is right," Isaac said, "because
this is one of the country’s finest ap-
pellate courts,”

L e
Alde deia. Aftedaee wi U ‘.MR

High Court .
Re@pen Sirhan Pmbe

Lawyer Says False Testimony Led to
Convnctlon for Kllllng Robert Kennedy

The state Supreme. Court was asked |

®
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)
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“Isaa¢ said He disélissed tHe et T
gén-actwn with Sirhan last Friday at
San Quentin Prison. Describing his
meeting w.ch Sirhan, Isaac said: -
! "He was excited and hHappy about
the petition and- was hopeful that a
hearing will be granted to definitely
determme whether or not he was the
cre who shot and killed Sen. Kenre-

dy"

The defense lawyer added, "If Slr-
han had some recoliection of the
events, it would he helpful, but he
has no such recollection." 4
.~ Isaac filed a petition for writ of ha:
beas corpus seeking Sirhan's release
and a companion petition for error
caram vogis, which is a request for
the high court to consider ewdenc&
beyond the trial record.

-Both criminologist Wolfer and the
dlstnct ‘attorney's office were criti-
cized in the 55- -page brief flled by
Isaac

+ Isaac, in summarizing grounds for
the petilions, stated: -

. "Evidence that tended to shuw that
Sen. Robert . Kennedy was not
killed by the bu'let from Sirhan's gun
was deliberately, intentionally. ang
willingly suppressed by the prO’ECU-

tion and their agents” - —;

It is asserted in the petmon that
outsxle ballistic experts have deter~
mined that the bullet taken from the
senator's body substantially differd
from one removed from William
Weisel, an ABC-TV newsman, who
was also shot in a pantry of the. Am-
bassador.

- The -petition maintains that trial
evidence which led to Sirhan's April
17, 1969, conviction for first-degree
murder showéd that there were five
grooves on the bullet taken from
Kennedy but that bullets purchased
by Sirhan had six grooves. . )

Isaac cited affidavits by William-W.
Harper, a Pasadena criminalist, and
Herbert 1. MacDonnell, director of
the Laboratory of Forensic Science
in Corning, N.Y., supporting this con-'
tentlon

Much of the evidence contained in
the exhibits filed with the petition
was developed through the efforts of
freelance investigative reporter
Theodore Sharach, who along with
photojournalist Gerard A]can has
produced a movie entitled "The Sec-
ond Gun.’

The petition specifically 1 mentloned
tHET ThETE was cause to SUSpect that

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Security guard Thane Eugene Cesar may have fired hi§
waapon and hit the senator. Cesar, who could ot be |

reached for comment, was accompanying the senator
through the hotel pantry area when the June 4, 1968 at-
tack oceurred.

Wolfer was the target of a separate legal action’ flled
Monday in the state Court of Appeal here. Former Dep.
Dist. Atty. Jack Kirschke's attorneys, Roger Hanson and

- Qriffith Thomas, charged that Kirschke wac convicted of

killing his wife and her lover in 1967 through the perjured
testimony of Wolfer. . L i b——
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Convicted assassin Sirhan B. Sir-
han's attorney said he will ask the
state Supreme Court Monday to reop-
en the investigation into the death of
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy in June,
1968. Attorney Godfrey Isaac, claim-
ing he has new evidence, said he
talked with Sirhan at San Quentin
last week and described Sirhan as ex-
cited and happy at the prospect of a
new probe. The request reportedly is
based on the claims of some ballistics
experts who contend that a second
gun might have been used in the
slaying of Kennedy. . = —

N o
o

SRV S

e e meene
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Evidence Hegring
Asiced for Sirhan

"The California Supreme
Court has been asked to order
a new-evidence hearing or the
freeing of Sirhan B. Sirhan,

convicted assassin of Sen.

Robert F. Kennedy.

The petition, filed here yes
terday by Beverly Hills attor-
ney Godfrey Isaac. also seeks
naming of a specia: master (o
hear new evidence.

The petition is based on a
“second gun-second gunman’
theory of the slaying as ad-
vanced by author-journalist
Theodore Charach.

The petition further charges
that evidence was intentionally
suppressed by the district at-
torney’s office during Sirhan’s
trial for the slaying of Kenne-
dy in the Ambassador here in
19.8. . A
- Charach's investigation o
the incident purportedly
turned up A part-time security
guard - who  witnesses—not
called at tie trial — stated

was~firing his weapon at the
ume Keunedy was shot in the

hotel pantry.

- .Alsv questioned are the disy
puted ballistic studies of Los
Angeles police criminalist De
Wayne Wolfer, which prompt-
ed a probe of possible evi-
dence tampering two years
ottt A

ago_ . «-a—-__.a‘

el
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' BY SI) BERNSTEIN

Times Staff Writer Tl f

Tha Los Angales wunty Board of Supervisors voted un—mxmowly ’I‘LF’\f‘d}
10 intervene in support of a lawsuit seeking a reexamination of the ball 'mfs
avidence Dresented at the trial of Sirhan Sirhan for the assassinalion oL.men,

L
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Bobert I, Kenncdy. oo ey '] Would welcome a hearing in the

The supervisors ordered County oqliris MHoward said, "bul with The
Counsel Jobn Larson %o join Paul proper rules of evidence'™
Schrade in his petition to Superior By instructing Larson to support
Court for the right to examine the Schyade's court petition, the board, in
gun, hailistics records and other effect, is asking the court for a refir-
forensic evidence. ing of the Sirhan pistel, a microseopic

Schrade, a fermer auto union exec-and spectogrephic analysis of the
utive, was wounded at the iime of bullet fragments and an examination
the assassination June 5, 1968, at the of rephotographed ballistic exhibils
Ambassador Hotel. by a forensic expert.

Schrade's petition contended thay  This yeexamination, Ward contend-
only by testing Sithan's gun and the €4 is needed fo answer a growing.
bullets entercd into cvidence will ii 1;‘1.})1]‘3;‘0%2““?;“ ounding the Kenne-
N . szt t ot H - [‘3} . C y Gssasst 0n.
g:eénlf; %%;lgsn'oef‘;fﬁgl]&;ﬁ]ctn]e Board C}_mn‘x}lan James A. Hayes
gun was fired when Kennedy was }n*ged caution in reopening the case,
shot down, and Schrade and feur oth. Ul lze called for ”Lm intervention by

. 3 were wounded. counly government. )

“ Spc?lrls;c?g is esluep:icilirc’fl i‘.rj1 his conten- | 'L think ibis whole subject.has been
tion, Supervisor Fd Xdehnan pointed kxcke?'a around 'for" severan }_'qua};s,
out, by a special committee of the ROW," Hayes said. "If it cowe be
American _Academy of Forensic Openly reassessed in some  Propet
Sciences. The forensic experts asked [0, it would be in the best interest
that the case be reopened to Jook inte ©f the publc. T
what they believe are apparent dis-

crepancies in the ballistics evidence.

The board also requested acting
Dist. Atty. John Howard to iniervene
in the Schrade case or seek the ap-
pointment by the state Supreme
Court of a special master to reopen
the controversial assassination ease.

Howard said he intended to tale o
proper posture in the Schrade suit
and on a similar petition filed Tues-
day by the Coluinbia Broadcasting
System. .

He eirphasized, however, thai his
main cencern was obtaining a proper
judicial forum for examining the
complex and controversial assassina-
tion case. That route, he told the
board, appears 1o lic in & suit similar
to Schrade's or by a high court ap-
pointing a special master for a more
thorough reopening of the case. .

Supervisor Baxter Ward, who in-
troduced the motion for support of
Schrade, charged that Howard, as
prosceuior in the Sirhan case, was
more interested in protecting the
prosecution record than in pursuing a
reopening of the assassination.

Howard denied either conflict of
inferest or a reluctance to enter the
case. He said he and the late Dist.
Atty. Joseph Busch were considering
methods -of taking the Kennedy as-
sassination to court just before
B%?ﬂﬁﬁhth. . s e a2t
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Judge Ordets_
Used by Sirhan )

BY WILLIAM FARR |
. Times Statf Writer !
| i
Retesting Sirhan Sirhan's gun and,
reexamination of bullet evidence ini
his 1968 trial were ordered Thursday'
ip an effort to resolve doubts abouu
the assassination of Robert F. Kennc-|
dy.

Robert . Wenke, presiding ;udge'
of the Supcrior Court issued the or-,
dor al a hearing that required less
than five minutes lo complete. !
The order was granted on petitions
filed by CBS and Paul Schrade, one,
of the five persons wounded in the
pantry of the Ambassador the nights
Kennedy was mortally wounded. !
After the brief hearing, Schrade
told reportiers:

"It's a great victory because il1
opens up the possibility of finding out
the truth in this case. There are very,
serious errors and gaps in the origin-
al testing by the Los Angeles policel
crime lab.

"Some ‘of the evidence is missing-
ind we've gol to find out the answers
to these questions if we are ever
going to find out if there was another
gunman in the room that night.”

A kev question in the controversy
ic whether the bullet thal struck
[Kevnedy in ihe neck was fired from
ihe same gun as the bullet that hit
bystander William Weisel. .
A special committee of the Ameri-
can. Academy of Forensic Sciences
reccntJv reported, that there were
d;mﬁu ghffe xmet’;ggbn ugen' s the
| worbilets” aneldet i

e eale

2 bhattery of-13 di'towt'y's,-wpmenb
ing all sides th the case, whether any
of them opposed retesting. No oppoc;v-
tion was voiced.

Attorney Barry M. Gold, who ap-
peared on Sirhan's behalf, said hel
thought the relesting waﬂu;_&h
an'g vestinteregt 7

Refesting of Gun
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s Beverly "HillS atforney —Thomas —
rang, who just a few hburs earnier

.,Pad been appointed by Acting Dist
Atty. John Howard to serve as spe:
glal counsel on the Sirhan matter)
joined in the retesting motion made
by CBS and Schrade.
I Bdt outside:the courtropm,. Kranz
who onice workedas amadvande tian
in.“Kehifiedy's” political ‘

2
A

TN c’&’g@‘ o come” tg,;ar mﬁuﬁi -
vaa‘reem.ei}“:bﬁ s¢ ec;%;m p 'éxperts
and procedures. iy, "1 W
Informed of Werke's acﬂon How-

.ard .oiie of the prosecutors’ in "Sir-

han's’ «drial, Teleased the fol]owmg

§tatement

5 We are pleased by the. result of '
the hearmg today. It will hopeﬁﬂly"

~

1esult in a ‘proper legal approach to

this most sensitive‘issué of reex::mun1 )
ing the hallisties ewdence in the Su’»
han case . . . our contmumg goal. is
to restore public confidénce in the j jus
digial . procédures surrqundmg the
Sirhan o and establish HE TR |
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M \s‘d a0 Wonge's: ;w‘ng,.;iu‘} no~
it 1eopem o of the cpse.
"h 4540 this st e anly the T(‘e\a»
mining the balhstxcs, gun and bultet
emdence that could perhaps shed
hdht on factual differences," he said.
| After ordering -.the retesting,
Wenke instructed the attorneys to
SN NG
themisebres nkior td.a Sent.. 11 Hearine.





