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Panel To Pursue

Investigation
Of RFK Killing

By City News Service

A newly formed Los
Angeles council committee
intends to go, ahead with a

probe of the police depart- (Indicate page, name of
ment's handling of evidence newspaper, city and state.)
in the Robert F. Kennedy
assassination despite a plea
by Kennedy's son to drop the

effort, City Councilman Zev P. 29 EVENING OUTLOOK
Yaroslavsky said Thursday. SANTA MONICA, CA

Yaroslavsky, who repre-
sents the West Los Angeles
area, was responding to
comments made in New
York this morning by 21

year-old Robert F. Kennedy
Jr. He said the council
review is "the city's busi-
ness."

Kennedy, asked by news
men 'about efforts in Los
Angeles to reopen the case,
commented, they should let
it go, just leave it."

Yaroslavsky said he un-
derstood the Kennedy
family's concern; "I'm sen-
sitive it to, and I appreciate
their situation."

"But it's really the city's Date:
business," he added. "We're 9-5-75
conducting a review of the Edition: Friday 3 Star
investigation of the Los Author:
Angeles Police Department Editor: Robert D. Funk
and commission. Title: KENSALT

Character:

or
Classification: LA-56-156#
Submitting Office: Los Angeles

Being Investigated
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Kennedy's Son Objects To Reopening Case

NEW YORK (UPI)
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., says
he opposes reopening the
investigation into the assas
sination of his father.

The 21-year-old son of the
late New York senator, ap
pearing Thursday at a news
conference to promote a (Indicate page, name of

television special, was
newspaper, city and state.)

asked his opinion of the
theory that a second gun
was used in the sinving."I don't think there S any-

P. 4 EVENING OUTLOOK

thing to it," he said. "I think SANTA MONICA, CA
all it takes is one -crazy
guy."

As to whether the probe
into the Robert Kennedy
assassination should be

reopened, his son said
'They should let it go; just

leave it.
Kermedy is: a narrator

interviewer in a. special
The Last Frontier.

filmed in Kenya.

Kennedy said he is taking
a semester's leave this year
from Harvard, where he is

majoring in American
history, to travel through
the South to gather material
on a senior thesis on
Southern populism. Then he
will finish up his un Date: 9-5-75
dergraduate studies and Edition:
enter law school. Friday 3 Star

Author:

Editor: Robert D. Funk

for
Title: KENSALT

Character:

or

Classification: LA-56-156H
Submitting Office: Los Angeles

Being Investigated
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Identification of
Sirhan Data Ends

Way Cleared for Experts to Try
to Discover- if 2nd Gun Was Fired

BY JOHN KENDALL
Times Staff Writer (Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)The way was cleared Thursday for experts to attempt
5 conclusively determine whether a second gun was fired
t the time Sen. Robert F. Kennedy was assassinatéd sev
n years ago.
Superior Judge Robert A. Wenke and a battery of 10 II-3 LOS ANGELES TIMES
ttorneys completed identification of evidence introduced LOS ANGELES, CA
1 the 1969 trial of convicted assassin Sirhan B. Sirhan.
Seven experts from around the nation will be assembled
-perhaps next week-to organize their examination of
he evidence, including Sirhan's gun and bullets supposed
y fired from it.
Their charge will be to determine whether it might be

ecessary to fire the weapon again and to answer the
uestion: "Do the exhibits in any way support a conclu-
ion that a second weapon, was fired at the time of the as-
assination?"
Another hearing is scheduled before Wenke next

hursday to examine any other reports which may have
een found in Los AngelèsPolice Department files of the
Kennedy case.

Possible existence. of additional reports was indicated
hursday in the testimony of LAPD crime laboratory
nief DeeWayne Wolfer.
Under questioning, the criminalist repeatedly identified
ems of evidence which he had examined before the Sir-
an trial, and said he assumed he had prepared reports on
is study of them.

Date:Wolfer said in several instances, however, he did not re 9/19/75
ember what were the results of his examinations be Edition: Friday Final
use he had no reports before him. Author: John Kendall
He repeatedly qualified his answers to specific questions Editor: William F. Thomas
bout what tests he performed with references to the fact Title: KENSALTey had been completed seven years ago.
Wolfer ended two full days on the witness stand, Thurs-
ay afternoon.
Outside the courtroom, Godfrey Isaac, representing Sir- Character:
an, criticized the LAPD for 'not producing the records to or
hich Wolfer referred. LA-56-156*Classification:"The Police Department is determined that we shall not

Submitting Office: Los Angeleset the facts, he said.
"I don't believe he (Wolfer) has the total lack of recall

56-156-H-1009Investigated
1 perhaps the most important case he has ever had."
Attorney Mel Levine, representing Paul Schrade, one of
ve persons wounded at the time Kennedy was shot, said SEARCHED INDEXED

did not appear that Wolfer had refreshed his memory SERIALIZED M FILED

om police files before testifying.
"We are going to ask for the records in every case 1975
here Wolfer indicated he may have made a test," the at- L/S AMGELIS
rney said.
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Sirhan Probe
Recessed

Superior Court proceed-
ings in the limited probe of
ballistics evidence in the, (Indicate page, name ofSirhan B. Sirhan murder trial

newspaper, city and state.)have been recessed until Sept.
25. though a panel of forensic
experts may still hold their
initial meeting here next A-9 HERALD EXAMINERweek.

Presiding Judge Robert A. LOS ANGELES, CA
Wenke ordered the recess

yesterday after Los Angeles
police criminologist Dewayne
Wolfer completed an ex-
amination and identification
of some 20 exhibits used in
Sirhan's 1968 trial for as-

sassinating Sen. Robert F
Kennedy.

Wolfers identification and
cross-examination this week
completed the first pnase of
the probe, ordered last month
on a petition filed by Colum-
bia Broadcasting Ssvtem and
one time Kennedy aide Paul
Schrade.

Next week's Superior
Court hearing is set to con-
sider. requests for Los Angel-
es Police Dept. records re-
lated to Wolfer's crime lab'
investigation of Sirhan Date:Ballistic evidence. 9-19-75

Edition:The initial meeting of the Friday Latest
seven-member firearms iden- Author:
tification panel is intended to Editor: Donald Goodenowcoordinate and finalize pro-
ceedural activities for an in- Title: KENSALT
dependent re-examination of
hhe ballistics evidence and a
probable new test firing of
Sirhan's weapon. Character:

Preliminary testing of the or
evidence itself, which Classification: LA-56-156*originally was scheduled to

Submitting Office:begin Monday, has been post Los Angeles
pned pending completion of

Being Investigatedarrangements for conducting
he new tests. 56 156-11-1010
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SERIALIZED ON FILED
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Doubt Cast on State of
Evidence in Kennedy Probe

Gun Expert Says Bullets Have Darkened, Marks
on Them Are Not Exactly as They Were Originally

BY JOHN KENDALL and WILLIAM FARR (Indicate page, name of
Times Staff Writers newspaper, city and state.)

LAPD crime laboratory citief De-
Wayne A. Wolfer Wednesday cast
doubt on the current condition of II-1 LOS ANGELES TIMES
evidence bullets to be examined by
experts in reopening aspects of the

LOS ANGELES, CA

inquiry on the assassination of
Robert F. Kennedy.

Near the end of a day-long appear-
ance on the witness stand, the 50
year-old criminalist was asked by
Dep. Dist. Atty. Dinko Bozanich
whether striations on two bullets
were in the same condition as when
be examined them.

(Striations are marks made on bul-
lets as they pass through a gun bar-
rel.)
"I'm sure they are not," Wolfer re-
plied.

Earlier, Wolfer had commented
that bullets and shell easings he was
examining with a magnifying glass to
find his initials were "tremendously
darkened."

Wolfer prefaced many of his an-
swers in his testimony with remind Date: 9-18-75
ers that he was trying to recall what:
he had done seven years ago.

Edition: Thursday Final
Led off in questioning by attorney

Columbia Broadcasting System, a a Author: John Kendall and
Howard Privett, representing the Editor: William Farr

Title: William F. Thomas
battery of lawyers worked slowly
through identification of evidence to KENSALT
be presented later to experts for stu-
dy.

The evidence examined Wednes- mean
Character:

or
day included Sirhan Sirhan's gun, Classification: LA-56-156*
three test bullets marked with the Submitting Office: Los Angeles
wrong gun number and bullets taken
from Kennedy's neck and from vic- Being Investigated
tims Irwin Stroll and Ira Goldstein.

56-156 H 1011
SEARCHED

SERIALIZED 14
6 INDEXED

FILED not
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Under questioning, Wolfer said the
handwriting on exhibit 55 at theSir-
han trial appeared to be his, but he
did not recall who gave him the
wrong number appearing on it.

The serial number on exhibit 55
H-18602-belonged to a gun used by
Wolfer to muzzle distance and
sound tests and was not the Sirhan
gun number as it was supposed to
have been.

Wolfer examined the Kennedy,
Weisel and Goldstein bullets and tes
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tified he found the initials "DW" but he said he could not
recall making any tests on them other than identifying
the bullets as coming from Sirhan's gun.

The criminalist said he did not recall whether he made
any other tests on the Sirhan gun other than test firing it.
He said he did not remember examing the gun's cylinder.

Wolfer indicated he used one of seven test bullets fired
from Sirhan's .22-caliber revolver to compare with the
evidence bullets, but he did not know if he had marked
the one used for comparison.

To the best of his recollection, Wolfer said, he only used
two guns for testing in the Kennedy case, Sirhan's weap-
on and one similar to it used for sound and muzzle dis-
tance tests.

The hearing. resumes today before Superior Judge
Robert L. Wenke with Wolfer back on the stand.

The next step in the proceeding will be reexamination
of evidence by a panel of experts. They will be asked to
resolve, if possible, continuing speculation whether a sec-
ond gun might have been fired in the Ambassador pantry
oil June 5: 1968.
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Sirhan Ballistic
Evidence Missing

Preliminary hearings in a
probe of ballistic evidence in
the 1968 slaying of Sen. Rob-
ert F. Kennedy are expected
to end today. despite dis-
covery that one of the exhibits (Indicate page, name of
is incomplete. newspaper, city and state.)

Discovery: that evidence-
was missing came late. yes-
terday when a sealed en-
velope containing two live .22 A-1 HERALD EXAMINER
cartridges and one expended LOS ANGELES, CA
bullet taken from Sirhan B.
Sirhan's pocket after the
murder were opened in the
Superior Court of Presiding
Judge Robert A. Wenke. and
one of the cartridges was mis-
sing.

The envelope was one of 20

sealed exhibits from Sirhan's
trial which Los Angeles police
criminalist DeWayne Wolfer
nas been expiaitung and iden-

tifying from the witness stand
for three days.

Wolfer discovered a bullet
was missing when he opened
the envelope tagged
"People's 14."

County Clerk's office crim-
inal records chief Dave Col-
eman had no immediate ex-
planation about the exhibit,

Q
Date: 9-18-75which was last taken from its Edition:sealed enveloped in May. Thursday Latest

1974. Author:

Dep. Dist. Atty. Dinko Editor: Donald Goodenow
Bozanich later charged that Title: KENSALT
the missing bullet gives new
support to his position that
improper handling of Sirhan
evidence by the County Clerk Character:
during the last seven vears or
has destroved its "integrity" Classification: LA-56-156Hland makes the court-ordered

Submitting Office:ballistics probe useless. Los Angeles
Sirhan's attornev. Godfrey Being Investigated

Isaac. however. argued that
the missing bullet plus other
irregularities in marking 56-156 H-1012

land handling the exhibits
strengthens his charge that SEARCHED INDEXED

police and District Attorney
handling of the Sirhan in-
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My
FILED

mgvestigation and prosecution
denied his client a fair trial. FB - LOS ANGELES

D.O. Richards dong
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None of the attorneys rep-
resenting the Columbia
Broadcasting System- and
Paul Schrade indicated the

missing bullet itself has any
effect on planned re-testing of
Sirhan ballistics evidence by
a panel of firearms experts.

The experts tentatively
are scheduled to begin scien-
tific re-examination of the
evidence Monday, providing
exhibits now before the court
are qualified as authentic,
and Sirhan's consent to the

probe is obtained in writing.
The seven forensic experts

are specifically charged with
deciding:

Whether the exhibits are
currently in condition to
make reliable firearms iden-

tification;
If such identifications

are possible, do they confirm
Wolfer's original findings?

And do the questioned
exhibits in any way support a
conclusion that a second

weapon was fired during the
assassination?
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Herald-Examiner photo by Myron Dubee

County Clerk's office criminal records chief Dave Coleman displays.
gun Sirhan B. Sirhan used to assassinate Sen. Robert Kennedy here.
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7 Experts Due to Begin Reexamining
Bullet Evidence in Sen. Kennedy Case

BY WILLIAM FARR
Times Staff Writer

Seven of the nation's foremost
firearms identification experts are

(Indicate page, name of
scheduled to begin reexamination to- newspaper, city and state.)
day of the bullet evidence in the

Robert F. Kennedy assassination case.

They were welcomed to their task II-1 LOS ANGELES TIMESin Los Angeles Tuesday by county
Board of Supervisors Chairman LOS ANGELES, CA
James Hayes, who told them, "I hope
you will be able to come up with
some sound evidence that will dispel
the doubts that have arisen in the
minds of many people."

The experts are expected to re-
quire at least the remainder of this
week to make their microscopic com-
parisons of the bullets and report
their findings to Robert Wenke, pre-
siding judge of the Los Angeles
County Superior Court.

Wenke ordered reexamination of
the bullets and possible refiring of
convicted assassin Sirhan Sirhan's
gun as the result of petitions filed by
CBS, Inc., and Paul Schrade, one of
the five bystanders wounded the

night Kennedy was slain seven years Date:
9/24/75

ago. Edition:
Wednesday Final

Reports that some of the bullets do Author: William Farrnot match up ballistically have led to Editor:
speculation that a second gun was William F. Thomas

Title:fired in the Ambassador pantry that SIRHAN
night.

The county supervisors entered the
court proceeding in support of CBS Character:
and Schrade at the request of Super-
visor Baxter Ward, whose interest in Mc n or

Classification:the controversy dates back to his
days as a television newscaster. Submitting Office Los Angeles

Costs of the reexamination Being Investigated
proceedings will be paid by the 56-156-11-1013Board of Supervisors. The experts
are donating their services but will

SEARCHED, INDEXED
be reimbursed for their travel and

living expenses.
SERIALIZED Mg FILED g

The experts spent most of Tuesday SEP 241975
in closed-door sessions working out

FBI - LOS ANGELES
procedural matters preparatory to
launching the actual reexamination Btoday.

A.O. Richards any
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Microscopic comparisons of the bul-
lets will be made with equipment set
up in a jury room adjacent to Superi-or Court Department 3 in the down-
town county courthouseA comparison microscope with an
attachment that will take magnified
photos of the bullets has been provid-
ed by the American Optical Co.

The panel of experts elected Pa-
trick Garland, a firearms examiner
with the Virginia Bureau of Forensic
Sciences, as their administrator and
liaison representative with court offi-
cials.

Other experts participating in the
retesting are Stanton Berg, an inde-
pendent firearms examiner from Min-
neapolis; Lowell Bradford, a forensic
consultant from San Jose who for-
merly served as head of the Santa
Clara County crime laboratory;
Alfred Biasotti, assistant chief of the
California Department of Justice's in-
vestigative services branch; Cortland
Cunningham, chief of the firearms
and tool marks unit of the FBI La-
boratory in Washington, D.C.;
Charles Morton, a criminalist with
the Institute of Forensic Sciences in
Oakland; and Ralph Turner, a profes-
sor at Michigan State University's
school of criminal justice.
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Police Expert

Criticized in

Kennedy Probe
BY JOHN KENDALL

Times Staff Writer (Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

While seven experts examined
evidence in the Robert F. Kennedy
assassination, the district attorney's
special counsel Thursday criticized II-1 LOS ANGELES TIMES
the practices of a Los Angeles Police
Department criminalist who original

LOS ANGELES, CA

y conducted tests in the case.
Thomas F. Kranz, appointed by

Acting Dist. Atty. John Howard last
month in the "second gun" inquiry,
said he did not doubt the validity of
the conviction of Sirhan B. Sirhan for
Kennedy's murder seven years ago.

But he said the apparent lack of re-
ports by DeWayne Wolfer, the
LAPD's ballistics expert in the case
and now head of the department's
crime lab, "raised doubts as to the
substance of the evidence in the case."

He suggested that the current in-
vestigation by a panel of experts
might be crucial because it could be
the first thorough examination of the
bullet evidence.

As far as he knew, Kranz said, the
LAPD had done a "tremendous" job

Date: 9/26/75
in probing the question of conspiracy EditionFriday Latest
in the Kennedy assassination. He said Author:
other aspects of the probe were de- Editor: William F. Thomas
tailed in triplicate.

"The only area. where the reports
Title:

SIRHAN
are not complete is in the ballistic ex-
amination," he said.

Sirhan's attorney, Godfrey Issac, Character:
and attorney Mel Lavine, represent-
ing Paul Schrade, one of five others

or

wounded when Kennedy was shot, Classification: LA-56-156*
joined Kranz in raising questions Submitting Office
about the case.
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I'm concerned about documenta
tion, Issac said. "I don't think Wolfer
has done an adequate job."

Levine insisted that the (apparent
nonexistence of reports must be ex
plained. He pointed out that a search
of LAPD files had failed to turn up
analyzed evidence reports on
evidence bullets.

He said there were no records. or
reports on the resülts of the x-ray of
ceiling panels with bullet holes in
them or records or reports on spec-
trographic analysis of evidence bul+
lets:

"The people have a right to know
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why there is a wholly inadequate record of the tests that
were conducted in the most important investigation in
LAPD history," Levine said.

Wolfer testified last week at a hearing before Superior
Judge Robert A. Wenke that in several instances he could
not remember specifically what he had done seven years
ago, but he repeatedly said he assumed he had made re-
ports on various aspects of the investigation about which
the was asked.

Two police officers, Philip L. Sartuche and Gordon P.
McDevitt, were assigned to search department files for re-
ports made by Wolfer. They came to court Thursday to
report what they found.

Under questioning by attorneys, Sartuche said he did
not find analyzed evidence reports prepared by Wolfer on
bullets taken from Schrade and the four other victims, Irwin Stroll, Ira. Goldstein, William Weisel and Elizabeth
Evans.

The investigator said he had searched police files where
the thought allballistic evidence reports might be found.

"Can you think of any other location?" Levine asked.
"No," Sartuche replied.
The experts selected to look into the possibility that a

second gun was fired in the Ambassador pantry weré
making their investigations Thursday in a jury room
equipped with an array of scientific equipment.

"They are hard at work," Wenke said. "They seem to be
satisfied and I'm pleased about that."

After filing individual confidential reports, the expertwill discuss whether further tests of the evidence should
be made.

One of those tests could be the firing of Sirhan's gun.
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Search for Sirhan

Reports Fruitless
Scientific examination of

Sirhan B. Sirhan murder trial
allistic evidence resumed to-
day with no apparent hope of
Lurning up original investiga-
Lion reports made by city Po-

(Indicate page, name of

lice Dept. Criminologist De-
newspaper, city and state.)

Wayne Wolfer.

Police Sgts. Philip
Sartuche and Gordon A-10 HERALD EMAMINER

AleDevitt told Superior Court

Presiding Jüdge Robert A.
LOS ANGELES, CA

Wenke yesterday that a week-
ong search of departmental
files failed to unearth the re-
ports Wolfer said he prepared
in the 1968 investigation of the
assassination of Sen. Robert
F. Kennedy.

Wolfer's memoranda and
reports were sought as aids
"or a seven-member panel,
ed by Norfolk, Va., forensic
expert Patrick Garland, in
reaching a decision on wheth-
or the exhibits from Sirhan's

rial are still in condition for
reliable testing.

At Garland's request,
Wenke agreed the panel may
confer with one another on the

first tests to determine if a

refiring of Sirhan's gun would
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proving the "second-gun"
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theory.

must be conducted independ- D Editor: Donald Goodenow
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tion, he ruled.

Each of the seven experts
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ports concerning the validity
of Wolfer's original findings
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and an opinion on whether or
not a second gun could have Being Investigated

been fired in the Ambassador
Hotel pantry where Kennedy
was slain.
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irhan Murder

un Test-Fired
BY,JOHN KENDALL

Times Staff Writer

Sirhan B. Sirhan's gun was test-
ed Friday in the "second gun". in-
iry into the assassination of Robert (Indicate page, name of
Kennedy more than seven years newspaper, city and state.)
.at the Ambassador.
Four shots were fired Friday from
e .22-caliber Iver-Johnson eight- I-I LOS ANGELES TIMESt revolver into a gray watertank
up in a- basement room: of the Los LOS ANGELES, CA

ageles. County Hall of Administra-
n.

Patrick Garland, a firearms exa-
ner with. the Virginia Bureau of
rensic Sciences, fired the weapon.

was assisted by "Cortland Cun-
gham, chief of the firearms and
I mark unit of the FBI Laboratory
Washington, D.C.
The test bullets, fired in sequences
two, were recovered for compari-
I by a panel of experts selected to
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