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Panel To Pursue

Investigation
Of RFK Killing

By City News Service

A newly formed Los
Angeles council committee
intends 10 g, ahead with a
probe ©f the police depart-
ment's handling Of evidence
in the Robert F. Kennedy
assassination despite @ plea
by Kennedy's sonto drop the
effort, City Councilman Zev
Yaroslavsky Said Thursday.

Yaroslavsky, Who repre-
sents the West Los Angeles

area, was responding tO
comments made in New
York this morning by 21
year-old Robert F. kennedy
Jr. He said the council
review is "the city's busi-
ness."

Kennedy, asked py news
men ‘'about efforts "IN Los
Angeles 10 reopen the case,
commented, the_){ ishould let
Itgo, just leave IL.

Yaroslavsk%/ said he un-
derstood the Kennedy
family's concerny 1M sen-
sitive It 1o, and | appreciate
their situation."

"But it's really the city's
business,” he added. "We're
conducting @ review of the
investigation Of the Los
Angeles Police Department
and commission.
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Ke%nedy sSon Objects To Reopenmg-ﬁaee

‘ NEW YORK (UPI) —
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., say
he opposes. reopening th
investigation into the assas-
smatlon of his father. |
- The 21-year-old son of th
ate New York senator, ap
pearing Thursday at a new
conference to promote a
ttelemsmn special, was
sked his opinion of -th
heory that a second gu

i
“fggﬁgt triln Ptﬂere 5 any-

hing to it,” he said. “I thin
all it “takes is one -craz
" As to whether the prob
nto the Robert Kennedy
ssassination should b ;"
reopefied, his son’ said
“They should let it go, Jus
leave if.'s. -
I Kelmedy isi a narrato
lnterv:ewer\ A a‘specid
st Frontier.”)
lhlm &kenya
§ Kennedy said he i takm
a semester’s leave this yea

from Harvard, where he i
majoring in America
history, to travel through
the South to gather materia
on a senior thesis o
outherh populism. Then

111 finish up his un
Eergraduate stgdles anj
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Sirthan Data Ends
Way Cleared for Expeits to Try
to Discover if 2nd Gun Was Fired
) . BY JOHN KENDALL '
. Times Staff Writer .

The way was cleared Thursday for experts to attempt
to conclusivély determine whether a second gun was fired
at the time Sen. Robert ', Kennedy was assassinatéd sev
€n years ago. T o .

Superior Judge Robert A, Wenke and a battery of ‘14
'Lz‘.ttbmeys .completed identification of evidence-introduc
in.the 1969 trial of convicted assassin Sirhan B. Sirhan.
LSeven experts frorh around the; hation will be assembl

perhaps next week—to-organize their examination oﬁ
he evidenee, including Sirhan's-gupn.and bullets suppo'sed‘

y fired fromit. =~ | . .
Their charge will be to determine whether it might b
mecessary to fire the weapon again and to answer the
uestion: "Do ‘the exhibits in any way support a conclu:
Ei'on that a second weapon, was fired at the timé of the a ]

assination?" - .

Another hearing is scheduled before , Wenke n

Thursday to examine any other reports which may hav

been folind in Los Angelés’Police Department files of th
: \

Kennedy case. . .
. Possible existence. of additional reports was indicate

Thursday in the testimony of LAPD crime laboratory,
hief DeWayne Wolfer. ! C f
{ Under questioning, ‘the-criminalist repeatedly identified)
items of evidence which he had examined before the Sir4
han trial, and said he assumed he had prepared reports on|
his study of them. - :

Wolfer said in several instances, howéver, he did not re
member what were the' results of his examinatioris bj

cause he had no reports before him. - 1.
He repeatedly qualified his.answers to specific questions
about what tests he performed with references to the fact
they had been completed seven years ago., . .
‘Wolfer ended two full days on'the witness stand, Thurs-
day afternoon. | _ , .
Outside the courtroom, Godfrey Isaac,.répresenting Sir-
han, eriticized the LAPD forwiot producing the records to-
which Wolfer referred. |
"The Police Department is determined that we shall not,
get the facts," he sdid. ; t _
"I denit. believe he (Wolfer) has the total lack of recall
on perhaps the most. important case he has ever had."
Attorney Mel Levine, representing Paul Schrade, ene of
five persons wounded at the time Kennedy was. shot, said
it did not appear that Wolfer had refreshied his memory (
froin police files before testifying. . ! !
"We ‘%’refgoing to ask for the records in .e‘v‘_e_r%rl-1 cage
where Wolfer indicated he thay have made a test," the at-{ .
%ﬁ‘ . i e )
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Superior Court proceed-
ings-in the limited probe of
hallistics -evidence in thé
Sirhan B. Sirhan murder trial
have been recessed until Sept.
2. though a pane) of forensic
experts may still hold their
initial meeting here next
week. © - j

Presiding- Judf.ne Robert Al
Wenke ordered the recess
vesterday after Los Angeles
police criminologist Dewayne
Wolfer completed an ex-
amination and identification
of some 20 exhibits used in
Sirhan’s 1968 trial for as,
sassinating Sen. Robert Fi
Kennedy.

Wolfers identification and’
cross-examination this week
completed the nrst pnase ot
the probe, ordered last month
on a petition filed by Colum-

hia_Broadcasting Ssvtem and
one time Kennedy aide Paul

Schrade.
.Next week’s Superlon

ider. requests*for Los Angel-
s Police Dept. -records re-
ated to Wolfer's crime labl
nvestigation of Sirhan|
Ballistic evidence.

The initial meeting of the

en-member firearms iden-
tification panel is intended to
coordinate and finalize pro-
ceedural activities for, an in-
dependent re-examination of
hhe ballistics evidence and a
probable new test firing of
Sirhan's weapon. :

Preliminary testing of the
evidence itself. which
originally was scheduled to

begin Monday, has been post-.

pned pending completion of,

3 rrangements for condugtlgg
he new lests, Co

Court hearing is set {o con-.

M
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Doubt Cast on State of
vidence in Kennedy ?robe

Gun Experi' Says Bullets Have Darkened, Marks -
on Them Are Not Exactly as They Were Origma"y

BYJOHNKENDAIL andWILLlAMFARR
‘e Times Stafi Writers - £k
LAPD crime Iaboratory cltief De-

Wayne A. Wolfer Wednesday east;

doubt on the ecurrent condition of

evidence bullets to be examined by

experts in reopening aspects of the

tnquiry on the assassination ot

Robert F. Kennedy.

Near theend of a day-long appear

dnce on the witness stand, the 50

year-old criminalist was asked by

Dep. Dist. Atty. Dinko Bozanich

whether sirviations on two bullets

were in the same condition as whexi

|he-examined them.

{Striations are marks made on bul-

'letsastheypassthmughambar-

jrel}
"I]'l::d sure they are not,” Wolter re-

? Earlier, Wolfer had eomented
that bullets and shell easings he was
examining with a magnifying glass to

Wolfer prefaced many of his ari
: in his testimony with reminds
that he was trying to recalt what;
he had done seven years ago.
 Led off n _questioning by atbmmy

rough identification of evidence to ‘
presented later to experts for st M/

The ev:dence examined Wedms— W\ &
y included Sirhan Sirhan's gun, '\(‘\
#three test bullets marked with the .

¢ gun number and bullets takem - -

from Kenuedy's neck and from vice
tims Stroll and Ira Goldstent.

[

R e )
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M]_gd questioning, Wolfer said the
handwriting on exhibit 55 3t the Si-

" han trial appeared to be his, but he

did, not .recall who gave him the

v wrong number appearing on it.

- The serial number on exhibit 55
H-18602—belonved to a gun vsed by
Wolfer to muzile distance. and
sound tests and was not the Sirhan
gun number. as it was supposed t.o

) havebeen.

* Wolfer . examined the Kenmedys
Weisel and Goldstein bulleF—%



%

" tified he found the initials "DW* but he said he could not

g any tests on them other than iden ymg
the bullets as coming from Sirhan's gun.
< The ¢riminalist said he did not recall whether he made

any other tests on the Sirhan gun other than test firing it. . -

He sdid he did not remember examing the gun's cylinder..
. Wolfer indicated he used one of seven test bullets fired
from’ Sirhan's .22-caliber revolver to compare with the
evidence bullets, but he did not know xf he had marked
the one used for comparison. - emna

-, To the best of his recollection, Wolfer sald he only used
two guns for testing in the Kennedy case, Sirhan's weap-
on'and one similar to it used for sound and muzzle dxs-
;ance tests.

The: hearing- resumes today before Supenor Judge
Robert L. Wenke with Wolfer back on the stand.
¢ The next step in the proceeding will be reexamination
of .evidence by a panel of experts. They will be asked to
resolve, if possible, continuing speculation- -whether a see-
ond gun might have been fired in the Ambassador pantry
m]ﬁss e T S DT, Adian,
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Preliminary hearings in a.
probe of ballistic evidence in -
the 1968 slaying.of Sen. Rob-
ert F. Kennedy aré expected
to_énd today. despite dis-
covery that one of the-exhibits

is incomplete. . "
. Discovery:; that , evidence:
was missing came late, yes-
terday "'when a sealed en-
velope containing two live .22
cariridges and one expended
bullet taken from "Sirhan B.
Sirhan's - pocket ‘after the
murder were opened in the
Superiot Court of Presiding
Judge Robert A. Wenke, and
one of the cartridges was mis-
sing. | ’ e
The envelope was one of 20
sealed cxhibits from Sirhan’s
trial which Los Angeles police
criminaiist DeWavne Wolfer
nay veen expring ang iden-,
tifying from the witness stand

for three days.
.QrWDSfer discovered a bullet

was missing when he opened
the envelope ‘tagged
“People’s 4.7 . - - T
- -County Clerk’s office crim:
inal records chief Dave Col:
eman hdd no immediate ex:
plahation about the exhibit,
which was last taken from its
sealed ‘enveloped in May,
. Dep. Dist. Atty. Rinko
Bozanich later charged that
the ‘missing bullet gives new
support to his position that
improper handling of ‘Sirhan
idence by the County Clerk
during the last seven vears
s destroved its “integrity”
and makes the court-order

llistics probe useless, .- ¢

Sirhan's attomey, Godirey'
ac, however, argued that
he missing. byjlet ohus oLher
Irregularities’ I marking
nd handling the exhibits
lstrengthens his charge that
police and District Attorney
handling of the Sirhan in-

vestigation and prosecutign
d‘éme!a TS client a fair trial.

L. o
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* None of the attorneys re
resenting the C'(Tl'lTﬁfB'Fz;
Broadcasting .System. and
Paul Schrade indicated the
missing bullet itself has any
effect on planned re-testing of
Sirhan ballistics evidence .by
a'panel of firearms experts.

- ‘The experts tentatively
are scheduled to begin scien-
tific re-examination of the
evidence Monday, providing
‘exhibits now before the court
are qualified as authentic,
and Sirhan’s consent to the
probe is obtained in writing.

. “The seven forensic experts

are spec1f1callv charged mth
'deCIdmg - i
|. o Whether the exhibits are
curtently , in condition to

'make reliable firea‘rms iden- -

ftification; -
. ! e If such 1dent|f1catlons
are possnble do they confirm
Wolfer’s original findings? °
1" @ And do the questioned
lexhibits in any way support a
conclusmn that a second
on was fired durin the

assassination?”

v w———— o

o rr——— ———— Ly



Herald-Examiner photo by Myron Dubee

County Clerk’s office criminal records chief Dave Coleman displays.
Qun Sirhan B. Sirhan used to assassinate Sen. Robert Kennedy here.
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i Expe, ts

BY WILLIAM FARR

Times Staff Writer

Seven of the nation's foremost
firearms identification experts are
scheduled to begin reexamination to-
day of the bullet evidence in the
Robert F. Kennedy assassination case.
They were welcomed to their task
in Los Angeles Tuesday by county
Board of Supervisors Chairman
James Hayes, who told them, "I hope
you will be able to come up with
some sound evidence that will dispel
the doubts that have arisen in the

minds of many people." e '.I

The experts are expected to re-|
quire at least the remainder of this
week to make their microscopic com-
parisons of the bullets and report
their findings to Robert Wenke, pre-
siding judge of the Los Angeles
County Superior Court.

dered reexammatmn of

‘that some of the bullets do
not match up ballistically have led to
speculation that a second gun was
fired in the Ambassador pantry that’

nlght M / A
The munty supervxsors entered thei v -
-in support of CBS
and Schrgdg at the request of Super- Y e " g A
visor Baxter Ward, whose interest in Y{ o,
the controv dates back to his
days ¢ nemﬁam:‘ 5

be feimbm‘sed for
living expenses
The experts

beddiira] maws»- répm

t%ﬁg‘ the actuaip on

‘Due to Begin Reexami
Bulleédeence in Sen. Kennedy
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EXPERTS—Authorities on firearms identification take up most of front row at,‘.dzB(:)q
visors hearing at which they were welcomed to the task of re-examining Kennedy case
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Sirhan
Evidence
Probed

|

| Prehmmary exammatxon
lof the Sirhan B. Sirha

murder-trial ballistie

evidence by a pariel of foren
lsnc experts was to begin tod!

Jn Superior Court here.

Initial tests by seven. na
tlonal experts are intended t
'determine if Sirhan’s gun and
the bullets recovered from
the body of Sen. Robert F.
Kenriedy and five. other per:
sons wounded in the 1968 Am-
bassador shooting are in con-|
dition for significant retest-
ing.

The seven experts were
brought here at county ex:
pense yestérday, to conduct a
‘court-ordered probe of the
balhshcs exhibits in an effo
;o determine if any evidence
exists to support the second-
gun theory of the senator’s
death.

Tidewater Regional Labo-
atory forensic expert Pa-
rick Garland from Norfolk,
Va., was chosen the panel’s
court administrator. yester-
day. He was the last expert
chosen by agre‘ement of at-
torneys involved' in the peti-
tion to review the Sirhan
.evidence which was filed last;
jmonth by Columbia Broad-
lcasting System and former
\Kennedy campaign aide Paul
Schrade.

‘The other panel member
are FBI forensic. -exper
Courtland Cunningham of
Washington, Stanton O. Berg
of Minneapolis, Alfred A.
Basotti of Sacramento,
Lowell W. Bradford of San
Jose, Charles V. Morton of

Oakl d Ralpl rner of

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state,)
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. Seven firearms ' experts|
‘have begun scientific tests to
detérmine if a second’ gun
could have been used in the
‘assassination of Sen. Robert

IF. Kennedy,
l‘} The first order of business

n the court-ordered probe of]

allistics evidence from|
'Sirhan B, Sirhan’s 1968 trial i
to determine if about 20 ex-
hibits are in good enough con-|
dition fo make a reliaple fire-|
arms identification.

 The tests, which assistant!
ighief county. counsél Robe
C. Lynch yesterday said mayj
‘take all week,, are pre
liminary" t6 a - decision onI
‘whether Sirhan’s".22 revolve
should be test-fired to aid i
tm ba‘!hslics testing. [!

or Cowrt Judge Rax
eu nm&emce lastJmonth or

dered the murder’ gun re-
tested to determine if the
evidence indicated a- seconq
gun had been- used durmg the
Ambassador Hotel shootmé
Feven years ago.

Thé judge. acted in re:
sponse to a petition filed by,
he Columbid Broadcastin
System and former Kennedy,
icampaign aide Paul Schrade1
. The county Board of Su]
pervisors, state attorney gen-
leral and Los Angeles distriet
attomey’s office later ]omed
in the request for reexamina-
tion of the ballistics evidence

The panel, headed by Nor
folk, Va., forensic expert. Paj
ftnck Garland was chosen by|

datw ers invelved in the peti-
m Achon s%

-
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Preliminary examindtion
of . the Sirhan B. Sirhan
murder-trial ballistics
evidence by a panel of-foren-
sic experts was to begin today
in Superior Court here.
Iiitial tests by seven na-
tiorial experts are intended to
determine if Sirhan’s gun and
the bullets recovered from
the body of Sen. Robert F.
{ennedy and five other per-
ns wounded in the 1968 Am-
bassador shooting are in con-
dition for significant retest-
ing.
The fseven experts were
brought here at county ex-
pense’ yéisterday, to copduct a

court-orjiered pro_pe of the

Tidewater Regional Labo-
Jra_tory forensic 'expert Pa-
trick Garland from Norfolk,
Va., was chosen the panel's
jcourt administrator yester-;
.day. He was the last expert
ichosen by agreement of at-
torneys involved in the peti-
tion -to review the Sirhan
.evidence which was filed last
imonthi by Columbia Broad-
castmg System and former
Kennedy campaign; aide Paul
Schrade.

The other panel members
are FBI forenmsic -expert
Courtland Cunningham  of
'Washington, Stanton O. Berg
of Minneapolis, Alfred A
Basotti of Sacramente,
Lowell W. Bradferd of San
Jose, Charles V. Morton of
Oakland and Ralph Tuger of

Lansing, Mich,
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plice £xpert
|C|zed in
Kennedy Probe

BY JOHN KENDALL
Times Staff Writer

While seven experts examined
vidence in the Robert F. Kennedy
'ssassmatlon, the district. -attarney's

l Thomas: F. Kranz, ‘appointed by
cting Dist. Atty. John Howard last,
onth in the "second, gun" inquiry,

said he did not doubt the validity of

{he conviction of Sithan B. Sirkian for.
{ennedy's murder sever years-ago.

. But he said the apparent lack of re-

orts by DeWayne Wolfer, the

LAPD's ballistics expert in the case
pnd now head of the: department’s
crime lab, "raised doubis as.to the
substance of the evidence in the case."

He suggested that the current in-
vestigation by’ a panel of experts
might be. erucial because it could be
the first thorough examination of the,
bullet evidence.

(3

X

As far as he knew, Kranz sald the
LAPD had dofie a “tremendous“ job;
in probing the question-of conspiracy
in the Kennedy assassination. He said
other aspects. of the probe were de--
tailed in triplicate.,

" "The only area where ‘the’ reports
idre not complete is in the balhstlc ex-
amination," he said, -

Sirhan's attorney, Godfrey Issac,
and attorney Mel Lavine; represent-
ing Paul Schrade, one of five others’
Wounded when Kennedy was shot,
joined Kranz in raising . questmns'
aboitthe case, . =~ ————.
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,of LAPD fﬂes had failed te turn: up
snalyzed evidence reéports on
evidence bullets.

He said there were no tecords ;o:
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in the most important inveéStigation i
history," Levinie said. '
Wolfer testified last week at a hearing before Superior

", ot remember specifically what he had done seven 1
iago, but he repeatedly said he assumed he had made rej

udge Robert A, Wenke that in several instances he could

jports on Various aspects of the investigation about which

he'was asked, .

_#T'wo police officers, Philip I.. Sartuche and Gordon P!
McDevitt, were assigned to search department files for
’pons made by ‘Wolfer. They came to court Thursday
report what they found. .
l . Under questioning by attorneys, Sartuche said he did
mot find analyzed evidence reports prepared by Wolfer

ets taken from Schrade and the four other vietims, Ir-

Ev ' Stroll, .Ira. Goldstein, William Weisel and Eliza
{Evans. .o
| The investigator said he had searched police files wherd
¢ thought a]l ballistic evidence reports might be found, i

N ’“g:,“ Sartuche replied.
hd gun was fired in the Ambassador pantry

making' their investigations Thursday in a jury °

}quipped with an array of scientific equipment.

"Théy are hard at work,® Wenke said. "They seem to

tisfied and I'm pleased about that.”

\

experts selected to ook into the possibility that §
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Reports. Fruitless

Scientific examination of
sirhan B. Sirhan murder trial
wallistic evidence resumed to-
Jay with no apparent hope of
-urning up original investiga-
:ion reports made by city Po-
lice Dept. Criminologist De-
Wwayne Wolfer.

Police Sgts. Philip
sartuche and Gordon
MeDevitt told Superior Court
Presiding Judge .Robert A.
Wenke yesterday that a week-
:ong search of departmental
ities failed to unearth the re-
ports Wolfer said he prepared
m the 1968 investigation of the
assassination of Sen. Roberi
I, Kennedy.

Saarch for Sirhan

Wolfer’s memoranda. and
“eports were sought as aids
0r a seven-member panel,
ed by Norfolk, Va., forensic
axpert Patrick Garland, in
‘eaching a decision on wheth-
ar the exhibits from Sirhan’s
rial are still in condition for
-eliable testing. .

At Garland’s request,
Wenke agreed the panel may
confer with one another on the
first tests to determine .if a
refiring of Sirhan’s gun wou_Id-
be helpful in proving or dis-
proving the “second-gun”
theory. -~ .

Subsequent tests, however,
must be conducted independ-
ently and without consulta-
tion, he ruled. )

Each of the seven experts
is charged with preparing re-
ports concerning the validity
of Wolfer's original findings,
and ap opinion on.whether or'
not a second gun could have
been fired in the' Ambassador!
Hotel pantry where Kennedy,
was slain.. .

.These individual reports”
are to be sealed and sub-
mitted To the court: d

[ T,

T o o re e .. PR

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

n—10 HZRALD ZHAMINZR
LOS ANGELES,CA

pate: 9/26/75
eaon:Friday Latest

Author:
editor: Donald Goodenow
ritte:  KENSALT

Character:

or
Classification: LA"'76-156*
Submitting Office Los Angeles

[:l Being Investigated r

S/ H-10l§
USEARCHED.- NBEXEL:, ¢
SERIATIZED. LFEV S

| SEPeewTy

v ~ ' R



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

'Sirhan Murder
1Gun Test- Fer'

BY JOHN KENDALL
Times; Staff erler

Sirhan’ B. Sirhans gun fas test-
fired: Friday 'in the "second gun" in-
quiry, into the assassination of Robert
F'. Kennedy more than seven Years
lago at theé Ambassador.

- Four shots were fired Friday from
the :22-caliber Iver-Johnson ' ¢éight-
shot revolver inte a gray watertank
bt up in & basement room;of the'Los
Angeles. County Hali of Adrmmstra-
tior.

Patrick Garland x fxrearms ‘exa-
miner with. the’ Vlrglma' Bureau of

e was assisted by Cortland Cun-

Eorensnc Sciences, fired.the weapon

ingham, chief of the firearms and
tool mark unit ‘of the FBI. Laboratory
lin Washington, D.C. -
The test bullets, fired in sequence
l°f two, were ‘recovered. for compari--
m& of expertsmo
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