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strawberry area there,

Q And his speech was Just generally a campaign
type?

A His speech was just a campaign speech, Jesse
Unruh was in the car, and all the local politicians, and
that's the--

Q How big a e¢rowd did he have that day? Just a
rough estimate,

A Oh, I wouldn't say that he had--I--I really am
not a very good estimate on crowds. I don't know, I would
say that he probably had 10,000 people. JIt'was not in my
estimation a large orowd,

}

R From your experience in traveling with the Senator
and so forth, the crowd would be shall we say normal to what
a orowd would be for a campaign speech? Anything unusual
that struck you as being different?

A No, I would say it was not as big, It was a
quiet crowd, It was a family crowd.

Q How long were you there?

A Oh, we were probably there half hour.

Q And there again referring to the schedule, did
you arrive at the time the schedule showed?

A I don't recall, but I would say we never arrived
anywhere on time because we were always late, And I would
say we were definitely later here, too. The plane always
came in an hour or so0 late,
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Q You say you remained at the festival for half
an hour?

A I would say we were there half an hour, Then we
went to Disneyland and it was late afternoon, We had tried
to get 8 hellcopter to take him from Disneyland to the
Ambassador that day, but due to the fog conditions we drove,

Q Disneyland was nothing more than Jjust a ##

A That was--that Was a bit of family politicking
with the children because there were families there and kids,
and I would say that was--and his children with themselves.
That was the purpose of 'm.sneyizmd‘

Q There again at Disneyland did everything appear
Just like, shall we say, & normal day out at Disneyland ##
nothing unusual? o

A 1 did not go all around with them myself., I
went and got something to eat, And--but as far as I could
see, there was no unusual activities,

Q Instead of me asking you each and evexry time if
something in your own mind now is all I'm concerned with
appeared unusal fo you at any time or at any stage, Just
‘briné 1% up no matter how insignificant as long as it was
unusual to you; as we go through the whole ltinerary there.
You stayed at Disneyland approximately how long?

A Oh, we were at Disneyland, I would say, a couple
of hours,

Q Do 'you have any idea what time that was when you
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left there?
A No, bu¥ it was--it was--1t started getting--

{ towards dark, I really don't know because I didn't bother

to keep time--of time or schedule, but I would say it could
very well have been early evening when we left., It was
Just getting dusk, so it muat have been around seven o'clock,
I'm not really sure,
Q  Okay, fine,
Six, seven,
Then you drove from Disneyland--
Directly to the Ambassador Hotel.
You arrived at the Ambassador about what time?

A Vell, 1t was a lot later than 6 p.m. It was
probably-~well, it gets dusk--~dark now *# that time around,
I woculd say, probably close to eight o'éiock, seven o'elock,
eight o'clock~-I'm really not sure,

L e OLH B

Q #* let's see, you arrived at the Ambassador at
8 p.m,?

A Eight p.n,

Q Did you leave the family off?

A We switched cars en route, and the children were
taken to--in another car to the Beverly Hills Hotel, and--

Q Did you stop for dinner en route oy--

A We stopped--no, we stopped out on the highway
after we left Disneyland and transferred the children into
another car., Now, the only unusual thing there was the
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driver of that car was not known to--he wasn't one of Iy
men, Appavently the Senator questioned who he was or didn't
=-=he didn't care for him in some way or other and had one
of the--my men couldn't be spaved because they had their
oMn ¢ars, ’J!his vag not one of our gars, It was somebody
elses that was in the parade, and so we had one of the
staff--local stalf members-~drove the kids to the hotel in
the manls car, and X really don't know what happened to the
man that was driving the car.

Q And they stayed at the Beverly--

A I 'think At the Deverly Kills Hotel, And we
proceeded onto the Ambassador,

Q Do you remember approximately where the transfer

| took prace? ' - Cooat

A Ohy T couldn't vecall except it was sbild in
Orange County, I would say it was ten minutes outside
pisneyland, ‘

Q@  You vent out on the Santa Ana Freeway?

A ¥e--no, we were not on the freeway, We hadn't
reached the Lreeway yet., We vere going down--well, T dontd
knows 48 it Orangethorpe? It was one of those streets
golng to the fmeway.

Q Would you say between Disneyland and the freeway,
an on ram,
| A  Somevhere, If I've gob the right tyansfer, Ve
did it a couple of times during when the children were her
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Q Okay, then the transfer took place, and you drove
on the Santa Ana Freeway to the Ambassador area? Tell me
what occurred when you arrived back at the Ambasgador?

A Nothing, We dropped them and that was the end
of that day.

Q Them, you mean Mr, and Mrs, Kennedy?

A The whole party.

Q Oh, the entire party.

A See, we-~-I wasn't driving them separately, We
were in convoy, We had eight cars and three buses and
motorceycle escort and a station--a couple of station wagons
which were the entourage at all times, Now only on about
three occasions did I have one alone, which one wlll be
coming up here shortly.

Q  You did not remain at the hotel once they
departed then?

A No. We just dropped them and that was that for
the night, I would say we probably dldn't get back to the
hotel until eight or after as I recall,

Q Between 8100 and 8:30?

A I would say after éight. Now whethexr 1t was 8100
%o 8130 T cowldn't tell. I think it was probably & 1ot
later than fhat. .

@ From 8100 to 9100 p.m.?

A Well’, the next morning which was Monday, we

obviously, according to this, I don't remember, took him
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to the alrport for San Franeimco which iz probably exactly

vhat we did, It probadly pretty much follows the Atinerary
exgept I have & feeling that we--he got up early, and we

- left earller than 10130,

Q  VWhat airport did you take him to?
A I--I--the West Imperial gate of International,
I think, Now I'm not really sure, It could have been
Burbank, I don't remémber we were An and out 50 many timea,
Q  ¥Who did you pick up that morning? Did Mra,
Xennedy come along? : ‘
A Yes, X belleve she did, It would have been—
yes, it was she and her husband and--
Q Children?
A No c¢hildren, X never saw fthe children apain
until--X don't know that I saw the children again,
2 And at this i:im the staff came along also?
A The whole«-«tha whoie st.afi'.
o ;Q, " 50 you, divove them to ‘the a.irpori;, and of course
he boarded the plane and left,
A Then we had the arrival in Iong Beach, I'm
assuming this is correct; ande~
Q  ¥We st111 on the 33d now?
A We're on the--we're on the 3rd of June. This is

| eorvect, We~-we went from there, picked them up; and from

there went to--
Q ¥hat time does the itinerary show?
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A It ehows 3 p.m,, and I would say that we were
running very late there, I would say it was closer to four
o'clock. ‘

Q And that was at Long Beach then?

A At Long Beach, Now it could have been that we--
I knew that the crewd had been waiting there for us, So if
this is the itinerawy, we were running late, too,

Q Okay.

A ‘He made a speech at Linceln Park to a group.

Q You picked him up at the airport and drove to

Lincoln Park?
A At the Long ‘Beach Alrport, we went into Long Beach

iteself to Lincoln Park and made a usual speech.

Q@  How was the crowd there?

A The crowd there was quite--it was a good crowd,
It was more than average, made upefa lot of youth and a lot
of older people., It was a typical Long Beach gathering,
shall we say. There were a few hecklers in the crowd, I--
at this point I had been holding his amplifier, and which
held his micrephone right by him, so I had been on that
occasion and several other standings--he was on the hood of
the car standing right next to them, So I noticed he was
very weary that particular day; and in looking around the
e¢rowd, there were a number of hecklers that were heckling
him there in Long Beach.

Q How long did that speech last?
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A Well, I don't think we were there--we were there
longer than the period here, 20 minutes here at stop; I would
Bay we were there at least a half hour, And from there we
Pproceeded to Central Avenue, and we went through wattg--

1 guess that was Watts that day. And there was nothing
unusual there at all in Watts, The--the crowds were very
good, The only unusual ineident was one fellow was intoxi-
cated, got on the hood of the car, so it made it difficult

for us,

Q Going through Watts you went through & procession
or parade, you might say?

A Yea, we went right through. All of us were in
procession,

Q Did you stop at all in Watts any time?

. A Ve stopped on the street to--for.a few words,

Q !hiz;waﬁn't & prepared type of campaign speech
like you had say at the Strawberry Festival?

A I would--no, I would 'say no that it was an off-
the-cuff rule five-minute speech to my recollection., These
were made often along the route. We would stop the ecar
only because the crowds were so heavy or so pressed against
the car that we practically--it was expected that at a
large crowd that he wanted to make a speech, He also
would step every time we saw nuns. He would stop and shake
hands with the nuns, That was always dene. So after going
fhrough Watts which for my own observation was much more
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orderly than we yead in ILife and L.A. Times and places like
that; it was no problem, I didn't see the ghetto myself,

I suppose it's there, Then let's see, he had us go into
the Venice area. We went to the Venice area,

Qé That was directly after you ieft ﬁhe Watts area?

A Directly on the freeway to Venilce,

Q Do you have any idea what time that was you left
the watts area to go to the Venlce area?

A Well, we were heading down to Venice in late
afternoon, and I would say it was c¢lose to five o'clock,
8ix o'clock., The end of the afternocon, It was somewhere--
I would say at least probably after five, And what time
does it say we were supposed to be there? We were supposed
to arrive in Venice at six, so I would say it was probably
six instead of five. 7T know the fog was rolling in, and
it was getting cool, so¢ it was late afternoon or early
evening; and as we were always running late, it was probably
after six,

Q Okay.

A And 1t was the same procedure there going through,
they--a stop for street side--a few words, Nething unusual,

Q He made his five-minute speech?

A I (sic) made a five-minute speech. We had the
1ocal--well, the only unusual thing in that particular ride
was that somebody had put a small colored glrl into the
ear, and she rode with us all the way to Venice, And finally
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outeide of Venice about, they took her out and put her in
another car. I think the Sons of Watts took hexr back to
Watts, Mr, and Mrs., Kennedy vere quite concerned abouf what
the mother--would wonder where her child was ##

Q | The child was put in the car., This was during
your-- ;

A This was during the motorcade going through
Watts when the child ﬁaa put in the car or fell in, I
maginé she was put in, anyway zhe ended up there., So we
stopped--did stop on the road to tike her out, and I think
we got some hot dogs and goft drinks, beer, for various
people around in the c¢avalcade., So then we continued the
notorcade on to the airport, West Imperial, and he departed
for Sacremento where I know he was late departing there for
his rally, We stayed right there, ie went out and had
dinner, stayed at the airport and picked him up again that

evening.
Q What time was it when he caught the £1ight?
A Baek?

Q No, from International to San Dlego?

A Well, the itinerary says 7130, but I would be
inelined to say it was gloger to elght o'clock or after,

Q And then you remained at the airport?

A .. Ve remained at the airport, and he came back

every time he arrived, he was an hour or £o late.

P
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Q The itinerary says he was supposed to arrive
at--

11 p.m., but that!s--this 4is much later than 1l.
12:307

12--1 o'clock, somewhere in there,

O > O >

From ?hc alrport you went to his Malibu logation?

A Se what weAhag here iﬁ--ao what we had 1s he
arrived at the airport again from San Diege and was very
tired, extremely tired, and I don't think he felt well., I
tooksboth.he’andnhis wife alone, separately, te the
Frankenheimer's house on Pacific Coast Highway in Malidu.

Q You said you took them alone separately?

A Our car was aloene., We had no escort, We had no
other people,

Q But Mr., and Mrs, Kennedy were with you?

A They were with me, and there was no accompanying
people in the car or in convoy with us.

Q Thie decision not te go to the Ambassader but to
g0 to this Malidbu location--

A I think he wanted fo reast. Me had been there
once before not--not in--he had been at the house once
before, but he didn't stay there,

Q This was proposed to you then at the time at one
o'clock in the morning, shall we say?

A Yes., Yes, we were jJust told that he was going
to go to Malibu instead of the Ambassador Hotel, Actually,
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he wanted to reat and get--and take the following day off.

Q So you took him directly from International to
Mr. Frankenheimer's home?

A Yes,

Q There was no dinner stop or anything?

A Well, I would say we arrived there c¢lose to one
o'clock in the morning, I think, on that particular night.
I didn't get home until quarter to two or something like
that, We were always running late, so if you'd just added
an hour or two on there,all the itinerary, you would be a
lot closer to it,

Q And you left him off there, let's say, between
1 and 2 a,m.? On the morning of the 4th?

A Brought their bags in, and that was that, Well,
on Tuesday, the 4th of June, we--he didn't do anything all
day. He stayed out there, and there was a little bit of
confusion about picking him up.

Q Why de you state that he stayed at the Franken-
heimer's all day?

A Well, as far as I know he did., He--he personally
told me that he #lept most of the day,

Q This was when you picked him up on the 4th?

A Yes, that afternoon or evening, so the only
‘reasoA'I'say that is as I had said to him when he came out
--we brought three cars out tﬁere to pick him up, and he
came out and said--he looked--he didn't look well, I didn't
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think he looked well, He looked sort of flushed, and I sald,
"pid you have a good night's rest, Senator?" And he said,
"Yes," that he had actually slept most of the day. Thenr Mr,
Frankenheimer came out and said, "Well, why don't I take
you in nmy car, ﬁe'll g0 in my cer and Mr, Weston can take
Mrs, Kennedy" and his wife. So they went off in Mr.
Frankenheimer's car.

Q Mr, and Mrs. Frankenheimer?

A No, no, Jjust Mr, Kennedy, Mr. Dutton, and Mr,
Frankenheimer,

Q What time was thie?

A Oh, I would gay that wage--

Q Let me go back with you one second. You mentioned
that Mrs. Kennedy and Mrs. Frankenheimer-~this is what time
now?

A Well, to give you a blow by blow, we were not
going to go out to pick them up. One of the staff members
had arranged to go out and introduce somebody to the
Kennedys and bring the Kennedys in, and we were told not to
do 1t. There were always political staff members trying to
get in the front seat or get close to him or have the smile
of political fortune placed upon them, So being used to
this sort of thing, I Just took it with a grain of salt, and
we walted; and I checked up and found that Mr., Kennedy was
not going to arrive with this individual, that we were
to take them and go out and get ‘them, And that's when we
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proceeded, and I would say it was probably around close to
Bseven olclock,

Q P.M.?

A P, We had Vo-~1t was either six or seven
depending on when the rally started, and that hour was a
iittle confusing to me, I think it was closer to seven
olelock, 6130, About 6:30, We took Mrs. Kennedy's dress

| out to her, We walted, Mr, Kennedy--Senator Kennedy came

out, and he departed with Mr, Frankenheimer, And the only
unusuzl thing that I couldn't quite understand and st111
don't to thié ﬂay is instead of geim south on Pacific
Coast Highway to the Santa Monica Freeway and to the
Ambagsador Hotel, which is the direst route, they went
north,

Q From Mr, Frankenheimer'!s home, couldn't you go
north and hit Malibu Canyon and go over that way?

A I suppose you could, To me that was a long way
around, and I guess that's what he did, I don't know, but
we thought i1t was very strange; but i1t 4s an indireot and
longer route I would say,

Q In your vehicle you had Mrs, Kennedy and Mrs.
Frankenhelimer?

A Then Mrs. Xeimnedy came out with Mrs. Franken-
heiwer, and I took them 4in my car. She was very nervous,
Ve vere running a little late, She wanted to get to the

Ambassador by 8115, and I belleve it was 8:00, It wasn's
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8:15, it was T7:15--but whatever it was, we went.infin recoxrd
speed of which I was afraid we were going to get caught,
But she said, "Can't you go a little faster?" And I says,
"Well, I can go a little faster if you pay the ticket,”
But we did go in and we didn't get caught, and I guess we
must have made it in half an hour from Malibu, And we got
there at exactly ten minutes after eight, It wasn't eight,
it was seven, but I think it was ten minutes after eight
because the proceedings started at 8:15, and that was what
she wanted, And I said, "You got five minutes to go.” My
other two cars took in George Plimpton and the rest of the
party that was there at the house,

Q Was Mr. Frankenheimer and Mr, Kennedy at the
Ambassador when yeu got there?

A They were already at the Ambassador. I believe--
I didn'{ see them., I never saw Mr., Kennedy again until he
made his speech,

Q After letting the party out?

A I let them out, and the other people all went
in and upstairs to where I believe there was a dinner, and
we then stayed and gof passes and so forth and so on, and
I Just--we ate, And three of us, there were two drivers and
myself, and some of the staff were with us, and we just
went in and spent the rést;or‘the‘evening-in the room--in
the Embassy Roonm ouéside and all around waiting until the
élec;ionzwaS’dgteinﬁned and he made his speech. Now I

]
gﬂ 1
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didntt--when he came down inte the room, I left,

Q Into the Ambassador Room--Embassy Room, I mean?

A ¥e¢s, I left and went out to line the cars up,
There were three of us; and as I usually diq, I pulled his
et dn frent of the Ambassador Motel door. We put the two
othex ones there, too, DBecause after hls speech, he was
going to, I beldeve, 1ook in on the other room downstairs
and then he vas poinpg to go to the Factory. That was the
word that was pagsed cut to me that a party of approximately
30 would be going to the Faotory for an after election
party, The car had the seripl broken off during one of the
trips-~1 guess it was going through Hetta, angd-~

(Break in tape) ’

A 8o what were the--vhere were we? We--oh, yeah,
we got the aerial fixed because they' wanted 0 hear the
2lestion returns, 30 I hnd the door open--I had the radilo
on 80 I could near the spesch, basizally so I Xnew when 1%
was over because I kne’ when he was coming out. JIf we
knew when he uas coming oub, we would start the cars and
try to get pecple away from the car. 80 sitting in the
seat, I hezrd somebody say,; "Is there a doetor in the
house? Get a doctor!"™ And I thought somebody had fainted;
and at that same moment, out came a group ¢f men carrying
an individusl who lookad 1ike he was having an epileptic
£it or something like that, I saw no blood, I saw nothing.
I thought that that was the situation. They rushed him
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past and said, "Get & taxi! QGet a taxi! Let's get him out

of here." So they departed, and I was still sitting there,
[ - i
and I heard on the radio somebody ﬁay; ¥Give the Senator

air! Stand back," or "Get the doctor!" And thenl realized
there was more then Just this; and several of the starlf
rembers who were with me, because we were all waiting

together, and I said, "There'!s been some sort of an accldent

inside,” And at that point the police arrived. We heard

the sirens arriving, Scmebody called the police, and so

we--and then the ambulance arrived, so we backed the cars
up~~I backed my car up into the corner between the kitchen
door and the front door; and from that point on X guess

you know there's nothing I can add ag far as I myself is
concemed, We--I went over to the ambulance, watched them
bring him out., In my estimation he was unconscious, and
his wife got 1in the back seat--in the back of the ambulance
with him, and Bill Barry got in the front and off they went,

and the rest of the proceedings with people coming out, I

couldn't get out myself, We couldn't get the car out, so
1 sat there for an hour or ‘more watch;ng the whole pro-
ceedings.

Q  You feel 1t would be of any--

A No, the only thing--the only thing that puzzles
me mnusual the evening of the assassination, before the :
ambulance came and when the first police arrived, I had
Justiacked up and a group who had--were standing there sald




o @ 21
. to the first officers that arrived, the man ran down to the
‘ back of the parking area around the west end of the hotel,

3 under the--under the fenced kitchen area, the back end of

4 | the driveway, around that, goes out to 7th or 8th Street,
5 |whatever it is, which led me to believe that somebody had
¢ [Tun out of the kitchen door that I was near, and had run
7 |[west along the driveway around into the back of the hotel
8 (%o the south of the hotel. The police went in that direction
9 |as far as I could see, By this time there was 80 many
10 [people gathering I never did see how it ended, but this was
11 [one thing I never heard of or in the paper, or anybody ever
12 'mention it agains so I only mention that as something I
' 13 |observed and 1 never heard anything else about, if there
14 |Was any other act;ivity.
15 Q You. personally didn't see this person they were
16 |referring to?
o A . T didn't see anybody come out, There were too
18 pany . peopie standing around., We were all standing there,
19 [but apparently somebody did, and that he, or they, I forgot
20 |which, ran downt‘there and x;oi'x{ted; and the police looked
21 |down there, and I belleve two of them took off.
22 Q Iz this the very first police car that arrived?
23 A Yes, this i3 the very first group of police
2¢ [that arrived, I had just backed my car up and--and I never
‘ 25 Exeard another thing about that aspect of it. Now shortly

26 after that they dbrought Sirhan Sirhan out the front door, and
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I must give them credit, they got him out there in two
seconds flat, pushed him in the car, and the crowd started
puaing the car, banging on it, and the driver, the policeman,
whipped the car out of there faster than you could say go;
and then the rest of us--that was the way 1t wes.

Q@  Tlne,

A We--I would say agbout four o'clock we weve
alerted here that we would need cars and drivers for staff
and family arriving and 50 forth and s0 on,

Q@  You are apeaking of four p.m. on June the 5th?

A 'hereahouts, late aCternoon,

Q  Okay.

A And I was hére until from all day mtil approxi-
mately elght olelock that night getting the cars, getting
the drivers, dispateching them to ‘the hospital, At about
73130 or seven ololock 1 was called--I was ordersd o vet A

hearse., I called Plerce Brothers and ordered the hearse,

I questioned the man that ordered the heavse, Peter Smith,
and I paid, Well is--is 1t-~did he dle? Is it necessary?”
And he sald if--he didn't say yeos, and he didn't say no,

He sald that it's pretty mich over, get the hearse #* 50 we
brought the heavse, They did not want the hearse at the

hospital to add to tke confuslon, So we nut the hearse on,

I beleive, on 6th and Kingsley--the corner of §th and

Kingsley.
Q@ Now you are Btill speaking of the night of the
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5th?
A The night of the 5th. T then left to meet the

|hearse I would say eight--sight to nine 6'clock and meet

the hearse there at that spot, and we decided the Plerce
Brothers mrtﬁary yas a8 close to the hospital on the south
side as we ﬁere at that point on the northwest side, so X
dispatched the heavse back o Pierce Brothers, and they
atayed there on alert to come to the hospital when arranged,

 What J.mtion wau thi: pa.rbicular bmnch of
Pieree ;Bmthersr SR !

A Plerce Brot}wm 720 West ‘Washington Bowlevard,
The man that I discussed this whole thing with was the vice
president named leo Harris,

Q  This was wherve the hearse came from, from where
the arrangements were, but you sald you parked it?

A I parked it--I had them park it at Xingsley and
6th Street on the northeast corner,

Q At this time the Senator, as far as the general
public, was 8till alive?

A Supposedly, Supposedly, I don't know that he
was or wasn't, My opinion is that he probably died on the
operating table, PFrom what I gathered, but the-<there was
enough ‘concern about it in the early evening that he was
elther dead ox practically to have that hearse there, Now--

Q  You mentioned that you spoke to a Peter Smith?

A Peter Smith was the advance man working, I
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believe, under a man named Brunod.

Q  Jerry Bruno?

A Jerry Bruno. VWho was the man, I understand,
that's writing a book, Jerry Bruno had called me ordginally
in the early evening and asked me to come to the hospital to
sel up More or less a command post to dispatch the cars,
get everything prepared, I didn't go and said I saw no
reason for me Lo go to the hospital and add more eonfuasion,

I said I had all my records, all my activities, everything

was here in my office, and X could serve them mich better

by staying right here iAn my office which I did until about
nine olelock when I went far tho heame. S0 from tha

| ‘Q You went to meet the hearaa? g
' The hemﬂ: veah! and then i g went; to ths hospital

at that point, sent «thé hearse back to Weat Washington,
proceeded to the pospita.l where we agtually Just sat the

rest of the night and then at about—we dispatched a few

|cars to people, then about, oh, X would say two o'elock, we

deaided there wasn't going to be any more activity--

Q  1eb me stop you at one point. MWhen you satd
séven otelock in the moyndng, you talking about--

A vo o'gloek,

Q@ Iwo o'elock, You avetalldng about June the 6th?

A June the 6th, the night he dled op the morning
he died,




Form 618 (R-3-4)

10

1

12

13

14

15

16

1

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

28

[ ] ® 25

Q  June the 6th is when--#»

A Yeah, the following morning after midnight, I
would Bay around two, probably, we all departed,

Q Two a,m.?

A Somewhere, two or three in the morning, We went
back home, and then I got a call«-I hadn't been in bed more
than a half hour, an hour, I got a call that he had died,

Q What time wag this about?

A This, I would say, was probably around 4100,
4130 in the morning, When was the announcement made?

Q According Yo Lt. Pena 1t was about nine o'clock
in the morning of the 6th.

A But it wasn't made. untll after breakfast,

Q *H

A ;4311;, at about 4:30 he had ** and we were to get
back to the hospital with all the cars and start making the
arrangements because the body was going to be taken at eight
o'elock in the morning to the alrport,

Q Who called you *#

A Well, now I've forgotten, I think it could have
been Pete Smith again, He was the one I was in contact with,
Or 1% could have been Murrmy Richtel who was one of the local

boys here that we were dealing with. Murray Richtel gnd i1f
I recall by either Nagin, Richtel, or Smith, I forget which,
And we proceeded back to, the hospital, and I asked at the

28 ji:ime “naturé.ny when I was called ‘about the hearse, and I was
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advised that somebody--and I don't know who 1t wag--I
suspect 1t could have been Jerry Bruno, knowing his tempera-
ment, cancelled our hearse because apx;arently Mr., Harris had
advised the coroners of his«-of the pending death of the
Senator which is legal, and he asked me about it when I first
ordered the hearse and I sald that I was told by the Kennedy
staff not to divulge who the hearse was walting for and
nothing about 1t. Well, this isn't exactly legal, and I
did tell Mr. Harris because he wasn't going %o bring a
hearse out for nothing without knowing anything about it
and no report to the coroner's office, I said, "It's highly
confidential, We do not want anybody advised or knowing
about it." I saild, "It's for Senator Kennedy, and we do not
want you to centact anybody until actually we know that the
hearse will be put te use," and apparently they disregarded
that, and Harris did call the coroner's office and reported
the death prematurely, I assume; and the coroner called the
hospital and the--whoever rvecelved the call or up on the
staff were very irate that the death had been reported out
to the public, shall we say, and they cancelled the Plerce
Brothers hearse and got another hearse, which was sort of a
little temperament situation that was rather prevalent in the
Kennedy staff. 8o, that was the end of Pierce Brothers,

Q This was through their own arrangement?

A I nevexr saw the . hearse until I saw i{ the next
norning leaving loaded with the coffin, I had nothing to
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do with that hearpe, and I don't know who did so that was
the end of that, We did not go at eight o'clock, and we sat
and waited and waited until we got up to, as you well know,
in the afternoon. There was mass confusion. The FBI or the
Secret Service took over from-us, I was a little disgusted
wlth their--their gruffness, théir rudeness. I don't know
who it was, whether 1t was the Poiice Department or the
Secret Service or who, but anyway, whoever came in all of a
sudden the body was dead. There was no more fuss to be made,
I suppose they were concerned about the 1lives (sic) of the
other membérs of the family, but those of us who were running
the thing, what I ¢onsidered satisfactordily, and the staff--
the Kennedy staff, were all sort of--well, all hell broke
loese and nobody seemed t0 know what was going on any more,
The Secret Service cars were then brought in, They were
loaded with their drivers, their cars in the--on the aouth
side of the hospital, We had ours on the north side of the
hospital with a limousine for the family which we got. The
ress, the public, everybody, was out on the north side;
End even sompe of the staff didn't know where things were
going to happen. The hearse drew up in the south side, and
then the L,A. police took over and the motorcycles, and it
was Just--they went out of the north side, and everybody was

waiting on the south side; so we ended up taking the staff,

family~~I took Geerge Plimpton fo the plane, and--
Q This was now still on the evening of the--
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A This was the next day, the parting for the
alrport,

Q Seventh?

A The Tth. The morning of the Tth, I'm talking
about, and the afternoon of the Tth for the departure. There
was nothing unusual other than c¢onfusion,

Q In the afterneon was when you drove out to the
airport with what, members of the ataff?

A Yes, in the early afternoon after lunch, we all
went to the alryport; and there was, once again, a lot of
confusion about baggage and luggage, and X discevered myselfl
that much of the luggage for certain people, Mrs. Martin
Luther King and the Xennedy personsl.luggage, some of the
stuff hadn!'t even been--wasn't even on the plane, It was
sitting in convoy because security of the airport wouldntt
let them out on the fleld. So I got that fixed, and we 21l
proceeded to the plane, Really in the nick of time because
about ten minutes later in came the Secret Service cars with
the family, and departure was immediate, which was the end
of the thing as far as we were concexned.

Q What time was this?

A I honestly 'don't now, I would say it mus$
have been ardund three ol'eloek in the aftémoon‘ X think
I got back to the office here at four; and, therefore, 1
would Bay somewhere around three in the middle of the after-
noon, I think that covers everything,
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MR, WESTON: I'm Just going to say this is the
end of a~-an itinerary Anterview covering the Robert F.
Kennedy activities from June 2nd to June 7th, Being inter-
viewed by the Los Angeles Police Department on our part in
the daily activities,

Now, I want to add to this tape the activities con-
cerning the payment of the bill., For the record, we have
written to the Kennedy for President Committee at 2000 L
Street Northwest, Washington D,C,, to the attention of
Helen Keyes, our various billa cevering the peried of
services rendered, The total bill at this particular time
amounts to $11,715,72, We have to date paid all of the
drivers and have & balance due, and payment due, the Hextz
Truck Rental Organization of $592.45, Airport Transport,
or'ratherolyes, Airport'?ranaport, $2,699.67, and the Hertz
Car Corperation, $2,210,09, or a total #till owing and
amounts to be pald to these three above of $5,439.21. We
deterﬁined-that probably our profit'in the overall activities
of the period would ;un‘alightly under a thousand dollars.
Probably a lot closer to $500, The problem we're now con-
fronted with is capitalization to carry these particular
outstanding bills for Hertz corpération, Airport Transpert,
who 18 a client of ours and has not given us any business
gince we started owing this amount of money, although we
don't feel it has anything $0 do with i1t, It possibly
could, and Hertz Car Corporation will not walt past the 15th




Form 618 (R-3-4)

10

1

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

26

® ¢ 30

of this month. I have promised payment by the 15th, and
therefore will have to either take a loan from the bank or
sell stocks to cover these bills., I have contacted the
Kennedy for President Committee and will put on tape the
recording of a telephone conversation which can also be found
in the Kennedy file, The recording went in this fashion:

D, W. wlll be myself. ‘Mr. B, the individual in the
Kennedy Headquarters. I'm telephoning Washington, We got
2 hold of a gentleman who identified himself as Mr, B. This
certainly sounded 11ka!a Pictitious name to me, The conver-
sation vent as'followsi |

"Mr, B"?
"Yes.,"
"I am Mr, Weston of Weston's VIP Service in

Los Angeles.”

"The VIP Service"?
"VIP Service in Los Angeles, yes. And

welre a little confused out here yesterday

when some runors went around that Mr. Kennedy's

eatate would be locked up for a year by the

probate court,”

"Mr, B: Well, thatfs a rumor. We
don't see it in the paper,”

"Mr. W: No, but it was,”

"Mr. B: That's a rumor,"

"Mr., W: Going around here., Jerry
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Bruno, as a matter of fact, stated it."

"Mr. B: Jerry did?"

"Mr, W: Yeah,"

"Mr, Bt Jerry better clean his nose,"

"Mr., W: And we have a b1ll for eleven thousand
gome odd dollars which I have to get a bank loan
to pay these people off. Do you have any idea
when 1t would be paid?"

“Mr, B: All the billz were transferred to
the New York office,”

"Mpr. W2 I see,”

"Mr, B: And they are being paid."

"Mr. W And they are being paid now? All
the correspondence that would have gone to Miss
Keyes would be now going to New York?"

"Mr, Bt Okay."

"Mr. Wt Thank you,"

"Mr. B: Qoodbye. Goodbye,"

MR, WESTON: End of that conversation. Since

then we have sent correspondence, statements, and I have
made a telephone call to Mr, Dick Corbett, C-o-r-b-e-t-t,
of 20 hundred Park Avenue, Room 3021, telephone 212 TN
7-4900, giving him the total amount due of $11,715.72. I
reached a woman in the office who indicated that she would
call me back that afternoon regarding our bill, I am now
golng to make the telephone conversation or rather the

1
i




Form 618 (R-3-4)

10

1n

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

24

25

26

-

®

32

telephone call agailn, because we have just not received any

information or call back.

I must pay my bills by the 15th.

And therefore, let's see what we can get on the telephone,
(Sound of phone ringing)

FEMALE VOICE:

MR, WESTON:

FEMALE VOICE:

MRS, RIPPS:
MR, WESTON:
MRS, RIPPS:
MR, WESTON:
MRS, RIPPS:
gtepped out,
MR, WESTON:
to last week?
MRS, RIPPS:
MR, WESTON!
MRS, RIPPS:
MR. WESTON¢
MRS, RIPPS!
MR, WESTON:
MRS, RIPPS:
MR. WESTON:

6-4900,
Is Mr, Corbett in?
A1l right, Just a minute,
Mr. Corbett's office,
Is Mr, Corbett in?
Who's calling him?
Mr, Weston from los Angeles.
Weston from Los Angeles? He Just
I see, Are you the lady I talked
I think so,
Regarding the bill of $11,000,
Who? Weston?
The VIP Service,
IP Service?
The VIP,
Oh; VIP. Yes, that!s right,
You were going to call me back or

let me know what- the story was.

MRS, RIPPS:

Well, let me see what I did about

1t, Juet a moment, You said I owed you $11,750.72? Right?
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MR, WESTON: Yeah, we have $11,715.72.

MRS. RIPPS: And you were originally the D, M,
Weston Service?

MR. WESTON: No, it wag originally D, M. Weston
and Assoclates,

MRS, RIPPS: I fourd nothing under D, M, Weston,
and I found nothing under the VIP, and I found nothing wunder
Weston,

MR, WESTON: Did you £ind something under
Weaston's VIP Services?

MRS, RIPPS: No., Nowe-

MR. WESTON: You have found no bill whatsoever?
MRS. RIPPS$ Well, here's what happened.
icalifornia bills, some of them~-most of them were kept in
[California, They were supposed to have been pald in there.
Now we have been getting others in here, I don't happen to
have yours, whetﬁer yours 1s in the bateh that was sent to
California, that may very well be, but I don't have 1it.
lSee, that's why I looked at my notes, Yoy called me on the
6th of Septémber, right?

MR, WESTON: Yeah., Well, see, now we have all
bf the b1lls wére originally sent o the president«~Kennedy
for President Headquarters, 2000 Le-

MRS, RIPPS: L, yeah.

MR, WESTON: -~Washington D.C., Helen Keyes.,
Are you Helen Keyes?
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MRS, RIPPS: No, no, butee

MR, WESTON: And thet--and that took careof that,
Then T called Washington to follow it up, and they told me
that all bills were golng to your address there in New York,

MRS, RIPPS: Before I came here,

MR, WESTON: So we Just sent out two weeks ago
addressed to Mr, Corbatt to the 200 Park Avenue, Room 3021,
our bill under Westonis VIP Services Incorporated,

MRS, RIPPS: So it was two weeks ago because I'n

here almogt a month now.

MR, WESTON: Well, it was Just two or three
weeks ago, and that wam ment out to the tuns of $11,000,

MRS, RIPPS: I!11 have to track that down
because I-~I have my California file right in front of ne
here,

MR, WESTON: And you gee no indlocation of
Weston's VIP Service?

MRS, RIPPS: I'11 have to track it down, See,
this 1g a large office,

MR, WESTON: Because we have sent a lot of bills
in, constantly since April,

MRS, RIPP3: VYeah, because I know I had your
telephone number, 274-9228, I have all the information,
That?s why I put 4t back 4n the file because I, couldn't track
them~~I got waylaid on momething else, And I never did get

back to it,
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MR, WESTON: Uh huh, welles

MRS, RIPPS: ** comes in in the morning,

MR, WESTON: Well, what do I do now because I
explained to you before what I have to do is Hertz Corpora-
tion 18 calling me from New York, I owe $11,000, and Itve
got to go to a bank and borrowit and pay interest on it.

MRS, RIPPS: Now was this a 1ot of Hertz bills
that wage- o :

MR, WESTO&{~ Yeah, Hertz and Air Transport
buses, station -wagohé.‘ a’nd ardveps,

3

. MRS, RIPPS: Because we're paying Hertz, you

i

know, . ‘ o SR

MR: ‘ﬁmN: I know youl#s. paying Hertz,

MRS. §IPPSz Is this sgme?ihing diffarent that
wag billed to you? ‘

MR. WESTON: This is something that they c;m-
tracted with us for.

MRS, Ri?PB: I see, yeah,

MR, WESTON: 3See, we ran out here in Californis
all of the cars. I personally drove Mr. Kennedy for a
month, and I didn't have to do it at $3‘ an hour when I

charge $25 an hour for consultation; but I own the company

and they asked me if I would do that, and so I did, And

we've had elght and nine cars every day that he was here,
three buses from Air Transport, We have had trucks for the
luggage, ‘and station wagons, and that was our job. I have
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a signed contract ﬁere for that purpose., And I Just extended
the credit to them. We took care of it, They didn't have
to bother at all,

MRS, RIPPS: X see,

MR, WESTON: Now we'd contracted with Hertz to
saupply the ocars at a minute's notice right up until the
time we departed on the 7th of June.

MRS, RIPPS: Well, I'm going to have to track
that down because--

MR, WESTON:t Now my concern is if nobody is
going to admit to this thing, I'm calling my lawyer and
starting a law suit lmmediately.

MRS, RIPPS: I see.

MR. WESTON: Because I can't afford this.,

MRS, RIPPS: Well, if you start a law suit it
will take you longer to get it, but ife-

MR. WESTON: Well, I got to get my money. I
can't live on love, and I'm a #*% and I wasn't even a
Democrat,. How do you like that?

MRS, RIPPS: I think it's being very gracious.

MR, WESTON: That was being gracious?

MRS, RIPPS: I should say. Well, now, I'l11 have
to track it doun. I have oné,more'bundle of mail that
hasn't been opened yet., Now it may dbe in that one dundle.
MR. WESTON: Uh huh,

MR8, RIPP8: I thought I had everything opened,
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Don't forget these came from all over the United States.

MR, WESTON: Oh, I know you have a problen,

MRS, RIPPS: It's Just a matter of--see, I did
take all the information down. I typed it up and I put it
back.

MR. WESTON: Well, let me ask this, I've told
the other people because wefve been **% up until April that
we would pay ‘them by the 15th, Now I've got to do that
in order to keep my good standing up with the Hertz Corpora-
tion, as we have a National Credit Card with them.

MRS, RIPPS: #* I know he's out of the office,
but now he may come back after I'm gone, or I’'1l ses him in
the morning, and I'1l have Mr. Corbett call you,

MR, WESTON: Yeah, I would appreciate it because
1f there's going to be some fuss over these billa, and you
know X can't afford it, you know, it'll break me.

MRS. RIPPS: Well, I'll tell him that you're--
I'11l tell him the whole story.

MR, WESTON: He knows, somebody knows, what we
did out here.

MRS, RIPPS: 1I'll tell him how gracious you are.
MR, WESTON: Yeah,

MRS, RIPPS: Okay.

MR, WESTON: I was even going to vote for him,
oo, and I was a Republican, How do you like that?

MRS, RIPPS; That's all right, My hushand is a
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Republican, too.

H

" MR. WESTON:,' A1l xdght, you know how it is, Well
1et me do this., I will send you in tonight'a mail another

ecopy. Now i I ‘can have your name, 1'11 send it,

4

MRS) RIPPS* . Lillian Ripps. 'R as 1n Richard,
I, double P as in’ Peter, S as in Stanley.
- MR WESTON: ' n-:.-;;lp

MRS, RIPPS: 8.

MR, WESTON: S. Lillian?

MRS, RIPPS: Yeah. |

MR. WESTON: All right, now, I tell you just
before you go--Marcella? #** Qur bookkeeper that jJust
passed through here. Marcella, oh yeah, I've got a girl
named Lillian Ripp on the phone here at the Kennedy Head-
quarters in New York, Now they claim they have got ma bills,
They know nothing about it, and didn't you talk to Mr.
Corbett? Or somebody?
MARCELLA: **

MR, WESTON: I'm just going to put you on to

| my bookkeeper because she was handling it.

MRS, RIPPS: Okay, Mr. Weston.

MARCELLA: Hello,

MRS, RIPPS: Yes.

MARCELLA: Is this Miss Ripps?

MRS, RIPPS: Yes,

MARCELLA: Now we sent out several statements,
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MRS, RIPPS: For the D, M, Wezton?

MARCELLA: Yes, Weston VIP Services., Now first
we sent some to Chicago-~-to Washington--I forget ihe ARMe ,
MRS, RIPPSt I think 1t was Miss Keyes, Evelyn
Keyes, S |

mcnm: That 13 right, We sent it to her
ttentién.’ 'l‘hen we uem told thoy were all rornarde& to

W York and then we alio sent lome atatementa direct to
w York, L o

MRS, RIPPS:' To Mr. Corbett?

MARCELLA: Yes, to Mr, Corbett and then I spoke
to a young lady. ©Oh, I think I e¢alled, and I think your
ecretary was out and I Just spoke to the switchboard
perator at the time, and then Mr. Weston spoke to the
ecretary. ‘

MRS, RIPPS: Oh, I spoke to Mr, Weston last
peelk,
MARCELLA: I see,
MRS, RIPPé: T got all this information down,
but I haven't been able to put my hands on $11,000 worth of
involces, No doubt they're in the office.
MARCELLA: Oh, now, we had--we sent them,
MRS. RIPPS: #=* jeston, I looked under VIP,
MARCELLA: Uh huh,
. MRS, RIPPS: And I looked under Weston.
, MARCELLA: Well, that's strange because we sent
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80 many, you know, statements that we--

MR8, RIPPS: 1I'll have to ha:ve Mr, Corbett call

Mr, Weston back. | |

MARCELLA: All right, we had about--I don't know,

they were, well, there were a few old ones from May. We had

them--wasn't condensed., There were about four or five

ilfferent statements, I think, I just don't re;nember.

MRS, RIPPS: They would be in the same file,

though, | |

MARCELLA¢: Yes, they should all be together,

‘MRS, RIPPS: Yeah, %% I'ny prdeesaing these in-
ices for My, Corbett now, but I've only been here three

I:eka, and so I really haven't seen them, but I'm going to

track them down because I have spoke to Mr. Weston, and he

has been very patient. |

MARCELLA: Yes,

MRS, RIPPS: We--we'll give it some attention,

MARCELLA: All right. Just a moment,pplease,

MRS, RIPPS: Surely,

MR. WESTON: ’i“)h,',«;h,é si_;e you kind of the

pieture, I guesa? |

E; JIR8. TR‘IPPSQ i RS R

' MR, WESTON: The ‘only thing I know, You see we

ent out a atatemenﬁ covering all the different things. We
d sent itemized statements before. I don't know where

hese itemized statements have all gone. Our last statement




® [ i
' 1 was Just a statement covering the services rendered on--I
2 think she put down trucks, cars, and then all of that, a
3 fotal amount.
4 MRS, RIPPS: And all were in California?
5 MR, WESTON: 1It's all in Los Angeles,
¢ MRS, RIPPS: #»
1 MR. WESTON: We only handled Los Angeles,
8 MRS, RIPPS: Yeah,
9 MR, WESTON: Now, are they going to pay us Jjust
10 from that final statement that I will send you another copy
11 be tonight? ‘
) 12 MRS, RIPPS: Yes, you see we'll-
‘ 13 MR, WESTON: Or do I have to go throughe--
14 MRS, RIPPS: No, no, we'll have to call our
15 pontact in California,
16 MR, WESTON: Well, I tell you who engaged us
17 that knows about it is--is Robert Nagin and Murray Richtel.
18, MRS, RIPPS: Well, that wouldn't help me, I
1% don't know them,
2 MR, WESTON: And Peter Smith is the one that
2 pigned the contract. | | | |
2 MRS, RIPPS: Oh, .I believe that you--
B MR, WESTON: I mean Pete Smith knows all about
'24 it. !
o 5 MRS, RIPPS: Well, the thing is that Mr. Corbett,
26 T will tell him, and he has to contact the man that he sent

Form 618 (R-3-4)
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some of the bills to in California,

MRS, RIPPS: He will contact that man possidly
he has yours, and maybe he will pay you from there.

MR, WESTON: Yeah, well, I would appreciate if
you could let meknow, Have him either call me or send me
letter‘becauae I have to make these payments good, We're

n one very embarrassing position, Adirport Transport, who
e contracted for the buses for the press, is also a client
of ours, We supply them with hostesses for their dbuses,

Well, naturally we haven't paid them, and they haven!t used

M8 sincej 80 you see welre--we're losing a client over this
hole thing plus every time I call or we fuss about it, my
rofit, which was absolutely‘nothing, is now going into a
083 on the whole business. So you know I don't want to
pend any more time and money on it.

(%nd of one side of tape)

MR, WESTON: Alrport Trapwit. whom we comtracted
buses for the press is also 5 client of ours. We sunply
them with hostesses for our busses. Well, naturally we
haven't paid them, and they haven't used us since, so you
pee-- ~
MRS, RIPPS; losing them.

MR, WESTON: Loging a olient over this whole thing
pius everyltime I call or we fias about it, ny profit, which
pas absolutely nothing, 1s going into a loss on the whole

business, so you don't know~-I don't want o spend any more
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time and money on 1t than I have to,

MRS, RIPPSt
him ¢all you,
o MR, WESTON:
MRS, RIPPS:
MR, WESTON:
MRS, RIPPSS
MR, WESTON:

All right, that's why I'11 have

‘A1l right, T wouid appreciate 1t,

All right, Me, Weston.
i‘laak you,

ALY right,

Bye,

a * & & N ¢ 4
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