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INVESTIGATION CONCERNING OLIVER
B. OWEN, WHO ADVISED LOS ANGELES
POLICE DEPARTMENT HE HAD PICKED UP
A HITCHHIKER HE BELXEVED IDENTICAL
TO SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN IN LOS
ANGELES ON JUNE 3, 1968

- 295 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




*
~

FD-302 (Rev. £-15-64) “ ‘

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date

OLIVER B. OWEN, also Xnown as Jerry and Curly,
1113 N. Mar-Les Drive, Santa Ana, California, telephone
8338-0123, appeared at the FBI for interview with prior
arrangements for the interview having been made ‘through

‘his attorney, GEORGE T. DAVIS. OWEN appeared at the

office with BEN HARDISTER, a private detective and WESLEY
GARDNER, a former Deputy Sheriff in Napa County. Both of
these men were acting as body guards for OWEN. Prior to
the interview, GARDNER advised that OWEN had been under
sedation and was somewhat tired. OWEN was interviewed
out of the presence ¢f HARDISTER and GARDNER.

At the outset of the interview, OWEN was
advised that he was being interviewed concerning his
knowledge of an individual whom he had identified to
his attorney DAVIS and the press as possibly
being identical with SIRHAN B. SIRHAN and the fact that

‘he has stated that he had received threatening calls from
persons unknown.

OWEN furnished the following -information:

On June 3, 1968, he was in downtown Los Angeles
on business between 3:30 and 4:00 p.m. He explained that
he has part interest in a fighter named RIP O'RILEY. He also
is a minister and has been since 1937. He said that he has
approximately fifteen ponies which he keeps at his ranch at
Santa Ana and takes these horses around to shopping centers
to give free rides to children to get them to come to church.
He said that his church is located in Oxnard, California,
and that he kept some of the ponies at his ranch in Oxnard.

His purpose for being in Los Angeles on June 3, 1968 was to

pick up some sporting goods for O'RILEY at the United
Sporting Goods Store. He picked up a pair of boxing shoes,
a white robe, some trunks and other equipment.

He had purchased his merchandise at the sporting
goods store and was _proceeding on Hill Street. He stopped

On
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at a stop light and two individuals approached his truck.
He said he was driving a 1942 Chevrolet pick-up truck which
had a large palomino horse ornament on the hood. When the
two young men approached his truck, the taller of the two
asked if he was going out Wilshire Boulevard and when he
said that he was, this individual asked if they could

ride in the back of the truck, to'which OWEN agreed. He
described these individuals as follows: ' )

Number 1

Age Early twenties

Height 518" to 5'10"

Build Slender

Hair Black, bushy

Complexion Dark, appearing to be of
Latin American origin

Wearing Sandals, two-tone Mexican
type jacket, possibly a
vest and a chain around
his neck with a medallion
thereon.

Number 2

Age Early twenties

Height 513w

Build Slender

Hair Dark, bushy .

Complexion Dark, with Latin American

: appearance
Wearing Dark colored khaki levi type

pants, dark gray sweatshirt
and wearing ‘tennis shoes.

They proceeded west on Wilshire Boulevard. At the
intersection of Vermont and Wilshire, OWEN stopped for a
traffic light and as he did so, both men got out of the truck.
Number one went directly to a bus stop near where the truck
stopped and greetéd a man and woman. The man was about
thirty to forty years of age and dark complected, possibly
Mexican. The woman was dressed in slacks with long dirty
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blond hair, light complexion, possibly a hippie. Number
two started to follow Number one but turned around and
came back to the truck. He opened the door and asked

to ride up front to continue toward Hollywood. When OWEN
nodded approval, he climbed in the front seat. They pro-
ceeded on leaving Number one at the bus stop.

During the ride, the conversation of horses came
up and Number two asked OWEN if he owned horses and he said
that he did. Number two remarked that he use to work at a
race track and at present needed a horse. OWEN said that
he had horses for sale and offered to sell him one for
$300. They talked some more about buying and selling a
horse and Number two asked OWEN if he could stop for a
short time so that he could see a friend who worked in a
kitchen nearby where they were at the moment. OWEN said |
he turned off Wilshire Boulevard onto a side street, the
name of which he does not know. He described The street
as a deadend street that was several blocks long. He
parked the truck and waited while Number two went to see
his friend.

, After a wait of about ten minutes, OWEN decided
that Number two was not going to return so he began to
turn the truck around and leave. As he was doing this, he
observed Number two come through an opened gate in a fence
behind which was a tall building with many rooms. OWEN
said that he was later advised by a police officer of the
Los Angeles Police Department, University Station, that
this building was the Ambassador Hotel.

When Number two got back in the truck, OWEN

again began making conversation and asked the man if he

was Mexican. He told him that he was not, saying that he
was from Jordan having either come from Jordan thirteen
years ago or when he was thirteen years old. OWEN could

not recall which he said. He said that his name was JOE and
gave a surname which OWEN did not understand, but which
OWEN believed sounded like ZAHARIAS. OWEN said at about
this time, he was arriving at his destination, that is a
shoe shop and tailor shop where he was going to leave the
boxing shoes and the robe for O'RILEY to have shamrocks put
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on. He said that he parked the truck in the Hollywood Ranch
Market's lot and took the shoes to a bootblack named SMITTY.
While he was conducting this business, Number two stayed

in the truck. He returned to the truck and drove a few blocks
and let Number two out on the corner of Wilshire near a '
bowling alley and a go-go topless bar. Before he left Number
two agreed to meet OWEN at 11:00 p.m. on the same corner at
which time he would have -the money to buy the horse.

He met the fighter O'RILEY that evening and left
him shortly before 11:00 p.m. and arrived back at the
agreed meeting place and observed a 1958 or 1858 Chevrolet,
off-white in color, in which there were three men and a girl.
OWEN believed that one of the men and the girl may have been
the same couple that Number one was talking to earlier at the

bus stop. He could not get a good look at the second man

in the car. Number two came over to the truck and showed
him a $200 bill saying he would have the rest of the money
the next day early in the morning. OWEN told him he would
stay overnight in Los Angeles and pointed out a hotel which
was either St. Mark's or St. Martin, which would be where he
would stay. He registered at this hotel as J. C. OWEN and
requested the clerk give him a call at 8:00 a.m. However,
he said that he was up at 7:00 a.m. and Jjust as he was
leaving the hotel he received a call from a man asking if
he was the man with the pick-up and horse. OWEN acknowledged
that he was and said he would meet him in a few minutes at
the truck. As he was going to the truck he saw the same
shite car as before parked at the curb and Numrber one and
the girl whom he saw before, were sitting in ‘the car. The
man who had been at the bus stop was standing by the truck
and as OWEN approached he said "JOE could not make it". He
offered OWEN a $100 bill and asked if he could bring the
horse to the same location that night at which time the
remainder of the money would be available. OWEN did not
take the money and explained that he would not be able to
deliver the horse that night because of a prior commitment
that he had in Oxnard. He left the man, giving him his
business card, which had his home address and an unlisted
telephone number and requested that JOE call him if he was
interested in the horse. OWEN then proceeded to Oxnard on
business and returned to Los Angeles the morning
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on. He said that he parked the truck in theéﬁ llywood Ranch
Market's lot and took the shoes to a bootbladk named SMITTY.
While he was conducting this business, Numgéf two stayed

in the truck. He returned to the truck apd drove a few blocks
and let Number two out on the corner of Wilshire near a
bowling alley and a go-go topless bar. f/Before he left Number
two agreed to meet OWEN at 11:00 p.m. On the same corner at
which time he would have the money ;?/buy the horse.
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agreed meeting place and observedfa 1958 or 13859 Chevrolet,
off-white in color, in which thefe were three men and a girl.
OWEN believed -that one of the éﬁ and the girl may have been
the same couple that Number ond was talking to earlier at the
bus stop. He could not get afgood look at the second man

in the car. Number two camejfover to the truck and showed
him a $100 bill saying he wqlild have the rest of the money
the next day early in the nbdrning. OWEN told him he would
stay overnight in Los Angefes and pointed out a hotel which
was either St. Mark's or §t. Martin, which would be where he
would stay. He registergd at this hotel as J. C. OWEN and
requested the clerk give' him a call at 8:00 a.m. However,
he ‘said that he was up &t 7:00 a.m. and just as he was
leaving the hotel he rgéceived a call from a man asking if

he was the man with tlle pick-up and horse. OWEN acknowledged
that he was and said/ge would meet him in a few minutes at
the truck. As he was going to the truck he saw the same
white car as beforefparked at the curb and Number one and
the girl whom he sdw before, were sitting in ‘the car. The
man who had been gt the bus stop was standing by the truck
and as OWEN apprqached he said "JOE could not make it". He
offerred OWEN a $100 bill and asked if he could bring the
horse to the sagle location that night at which time the
remainder of the money would be available. OWEN did not
take the moneyfand explained that he would not be able to
deliver the hdrse that night because of a prior committment
that he had ih Oxnard. He left the man, giving him his
business carfi, which had his home address and an unlisted
telephone nymber and requested that JOE call him if he was
interested An the horse. OWEN then proceeded to Oxnard on
business afd returned to Los Angeles the morning

He met the fighter O'RZ;§ that evening and left
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of June 5, 1967,

OWEN said he went to the Col i seum Hotel to see a
man, BERT, who owns the restaurant and bar in the hotel.
He had, at this time, three ponies in his trailer, which
he had obtained in Oxnard.While in the restaurant he learned
of the KENNEDY shooting hearing it on television.
Someone gave him a copy of the "Hollywood Citizen News",
which contained a picture of SIRHAN B. SIRHAN, which he
noted looked like the man he knew as JOE. He discussed this
with BERT and other of his friends in the restaurant and
they suggested that he go to the Los Angeles Police Department,
University Station, which was nearby and tell ‘them what had
occurred.. At first he said that he did not want to do -this,
but they convinced him that as a good citizen this would be
the thing to do. That same day, he went to the Police
Department and gave them the same story that he was now
relating. He said that he was at the station from about
2:00 p.m, to 7:00 p.m.

On June 6, 1968, several phone calls were received
at his residence which were answered by his wife and daughter
and on each occasion, the person calling hung up without
saying anything. When the phone rang again, OWEN said he
answered it and the caller said "Keep yow mother blankedy
blank mouth shut about the horse deal®™. He believes the
caller was a man but his voice was not familiar.

On June 18 or 19,. 1968, OWEN received a call from
the Los Angeles Police Department requesting that he come
downtown to the Detective Bureau on the third floor between
1:30 and 2:30. He took another man named PERKINS with him.
When he arrived, the officer on duty asked him to wait,
saying that the officer who wanted to interview him was
going to be a little bit late. OWEN explained to them
that he was on his way to Phoenix and desired to proceed
with the interview if possible. After a few minutes wait,
the interview proceeded. He said he was handed a number
of pictures and asked to pick out the picture of the man
who looked like the one who had ridden with him in the truck.
He said that after looking through the pictures, he picked
out one stating that this man looked similar to the man
whom he had given a ride. He recalls that PERKINS asked

Bl
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the officer if the p;cture was SIRHAN B. SIRHAN and the officer
said that he could not answer this question. At the time of
this interview, he told the officer that he had received a
threatening call and that he would be staying in Phoenix

for approximately one week.

On June 22, 1968, OWEN said that he received another
call with the caller again using profanities, stating
something to the effect "Keep your mother blankedy blank
mouth shut’' or your family may be hurt”. OWEN stated that
no further calls or threats have been received.

301 ' ,
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INVESTIGATION CONCERNING ALLEGATION
THAT SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN WAS SEEN ON
JUNE 2, 1968, AT RESIDENCE OF MR. AND

‘MRS. BENJAMIN BEN-EZRA, LYNWOOD, CALIFORNIA
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It was previously reported that in the early
afternoon of June 2, 1968, an individual resembling SIRHAN
BISHARA SIRHAN visited a family at 11247 Duncan Avenue,
Lynwood, California.

JACQUELINE TRIVISONO, 112444 Duncan .Avenue,
Lynwood, was the individual furnishing this information,
and according to the records of the_Lynwoog, California,
Police Department, she is a well-known and' notorious
police complainant.

Lynwood Police Department records indicated she
had numerous arrests dating tack to 1937 and has in the -
pagt operated as a madam and is generally regarded by the
police as being a "nut.”

Investigation determined that the BEN-EZRA family
reside at 11247 Duncan Avenue, Lynwood, and had recently
come from Israel. A neighbor observed the photograph of
SIYRHAN and stated he had never visited the BEN-EZRA residence
to his knowledge.

Following are results of an interview with Mrs.
ESTHER BEN-EZRA:

- 305 -
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Mrs. ESTHER BEN-EZRA, 11247 Duncan Avenue, Lynwood,

- California, was interviewed and supplied the following

information:

Mrs. BEN-EZRA advised that she and her husband,
ELISHA, reside at the Duncan Avenue address with their
davghter, MARY, She stated that she has been in the
United States only for a period of about four and one-
half years, having immigrated to this country from Isreal.

She advised that she also has four sons in -the
Los Angeles area who visit them frequently. She gave their
names as DAVID, HIM, RHAMIN and EZRA BEN-EZRA.

She stated that she has never known SIRHAN SIRHAN
or any member of.his family. She said that any relation-
ship between her family and the SIRHAN family would be ’
extremely unlikely due to her family'!s Jewish origin.

Mrs. BEN-EZRA stated that they seldom had any
visitors other than her sons as they knew very few people

—-~—3in-the Los Angeles area.

- ~~pon being shown -photographs of the SIRHAN fanily,

she advised that she had never seen any of these
~individuals before.

On

by .
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JHVESTIGATION CONCERNING WILLIAM
ERTL, WHO WAS REPORTED IN
ANONYMOUS LETTER ALDRESSED TO MRS.
ETHEL KENNEDY AS RESPONSIBLE FOR
THE ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR KENNEDY
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On August 13, 1968, U, S. Secret Service, Washington,
D. C., made available an anonymous letter addressed to
ETHEL KENNEDY, Greenwood Avenue, Hyannis Port, Massachusetts,
postrarked Chicago, Illinois, August 6, 1968. The unknown
letter writer stated that a Mr. WILLIAM ERTL, 1402 Greenwood
Avenue, Chicago, Illinols, was responsible for the
assassination of the late Senator XKENNEDY.
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The following investigation was conducted in Chicago,
Illinois, by SA NELSON E. BOSE on dates indicated:

On August 19, 1968, it was deternined, through
‘Leonard's Street Guide of Chicago and Suburbs, the Chicago
address 1402 Greenwood is non-existent.

The Chicago Telephone Directorxy l1ists no individual,
WILLIAM ERTL.

On August 21, 1968, a credit and arrest check
conducted by IC RALPH MC CLAIN with the Chicago Police
Department and the Chicago Credit Bureau was negative regarding
WILLIAM ERTL, 1402 Greenwood, Chicago.

The Chicago indices are negative regarding ERTL and
contain no reference regarding a large robbery or theft_of
cashier's checks, from the University National Bank, Chicago.
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INVESTIGATION CONCERNING HOWARD PHIIIXP
‘ETHRIDGE, WHO REPORTEDLY TOLD TWO
WOMEN WHO HAD PICKED HIM UP AS HITCH-
HIKER ON AUGUST 13, 1968, THAT HE HAD
"BEEN IN" ON KILLING OF KENNEDY
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Dote._August 16, 1968

) Mrs. RACHEL WHITE, South 2503 Teko, Spokane,
Washington,_iurnished the following information:

WHITE advised that during the summer she is
residing with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. HOWARD FOSTZER,
South 2503 Teko, Spokane, Washington, while ner husband
is working in Milton-Freewater, Oregon. She stated that
during the school year she and her husband reside at
12D South ¥Fairway, Pullman, Washington.

WHITE stated that on August 13, 1968, she and
her sister-in-law, BONNIE WHITE, were vreturning Lfrom
Milton-Freewater, Oregon, en route to Spokane, Washington.
She stated thatzs they left Walla Walla, VWashington, at
approximately 11:30 PM, they observed a yolingz man beside
the road hitchhiking -in -the direction of Spokane, Washington.
She stated that they felt sorry for the young man due to
the time of night and decided to pick him up. The man
gave his name as PHILLIP ETHRIDGE, age 19, and stated that
he had cone from Alaska and was on his way to Coeur d'Alene,
Idaho, He stated that he had been hitchhiiing and as he
had no place to sleep in Walla Walla, Washington, decided
to keep going en route to Coeur d'Alene, Idano.

=y
W WHITE stated that ETHRIDGE got into the back seat
of the 1987 Chevrolet two-door hardtop, and sat behind
BONNIZ WHITE who was sitting on the passenger side of the
front seat. WHITE stated that the-vehicle in which she
was driving belongs to her father, Mr. HOWARD FOSTER.

WHITS stated that at the time ETHRIDGE got into
the vehicle, ne had oniy a small crene~-colored suitcase.
She stated ‘that she did not observe how he was dressed.

WHITE stated that as they proceeded toward
Colfax, Washinzton, ETHRIDGE twice asked how far it was
to Spokane, Washington. She stated that at approxinately’ .iv
15 miles from Colfnx, Washington, he asked how far it was.
She gated that this time BONNIE VWHITE was dozing, and after
telling ZTHRIDGE that it was approximately 13 miles, she

311 L
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eard hin moving around in the back seat and assuned that he

was getting in a nore comfortablé position.

She stated that approximately threeriles from
Colfax, Washington, he again asked how far it was. She
once azain told hin that it was about three miles to
Colfax and Lrom there about an hours drive to Spokane.
WHYTE stated that at this time ETHRIDGE infornmed them
that he had a gun pointed at” BONNIE's head and that he
was naked and if either girl looked back he would shoot.

‘He told RACHEL WHITE to continune driving. WHITE stated

that he did not tell her where to drive and so when she
reached Colfax, Washington, she turned towards Pullman,

Vashington, instead of going toward Spokanc. She stated

that the reason she turaned toward Pullman was that the
traffic is usually heavier between Pullman and Colfax

anhd~there are nore farm houses between Pullman and Colfax

than there are between Colfiax and Spoxane. )

. . WHITE stated that while going through Colfax,
Washington, they observed a Colfax.policepan anad this

seercd to make ETHRIDGE extrenmely nervous. He attempted

to cover himself up and keep low as to not be observed.

She stated that he also did not notice as they went ihrough
Coifax, Washington, -that they were proceeding ‘toward .Pul

1.
A2

instead of Spokapne. She sated that when he was aware that

WHITE stated that after ETHRIDGE informed that

they were goling toward'?ullman.it'ﬂid not seen to upset 1

he had a zun, he nade several statements to convince then
> H

of his seriousness and, it seened, to build up his own

ego. WHITE stated that he informed them that ke had kiiled

two policeman and had woundad more men. WHITE stated that

she asked hin if ne did this {o everyone that gave hin a
y 34

ride and he informed her that it nad just been men in toe

past that had given him troudle and that he didn't lixe
to xill wosmen. WHITE stated that he then aslied them if
they had heard of the XENNIDY assassination and the xi
of MARTIN LUTHER KING. %HITE stated that

they bad informed nim that they had aad he then stated thax

n

he had been in on thoses %Xillings and so he was not afraid lo

use a gun.

YHITS stated that as they procesded toward Fuilsa
Washington, ETHRIDGE inforzed them that he was going to have
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heard hin moving around in the back seat and assumed that he
.was getting in a more comfortable position.

! She stated that approximately ‘threerdiles fxon
Colfax, Washington, he again asked how far it was.é/She -
once azain told him that it was about three miles to
Colfax and from there about an hours drive to Spoéﬁne.
WHITE stated that at -this time ETHRIDGE inforned thenm

that he had a gun pointed at BONNIE's head ang/%hat he

was naked and if either girl looked back he yould shoot.

He told RACHEL WHITE to continue driving. WIITE stated
that he did not tell her where to drive and so when she
reached Colfax, Washington, she turned tofards Pullman,
Washington, instead of going toward Spokéne. She stated
‘that the reason she turned toward Pullpan yas that the

traffic is usually heavier between PuYiman and Colfax
ahd. there are more farm houses betwegn Pullman and Colfax

than there are between Colfax and Spokane.

. WHITE stated that whilefgoing through Colfax,
Washington, they observed a Colfax.policenan and this

seered to make .ETHRIDGE extremedy nervous. He attempted

to cover himself up and keep % as to not be observed.

Sne stated that he also did t notice as they went througn
Cexfax, Washington, that th%? were proceeding toward Phaliman
instead of Spokane. She safed that when he was aware that
they were going toward Puliman it did not seen to upset ainm.

WHITE stated tfat after ETHRIDGE informed that

. he had a gun, he nade sgveral statements to convince then
of his seriousness and/ it seemed, to build up his own

ego. VWHITE stated'th?t he informed ‘them that he had killed
two policeman and hag/ wounded wore men. WHITE stated that
sne asked hin if he , id this to everyons that gave nin a
ride and ne informed her that it pad just been men in the
past that had giveA him troudle and that he didn’'t Yike

to xill women. VWHITE stated that he then asiked them i
they had heard §; the XKENNEZDY assassination and the killing

of MARTIN LUTHZY KING. WHITE stated that they dnformed that
they had informed him that they had a2ad he then stated that

he had been infon those killings and so he was not afraid to,
use a gun.

TZ stated that as they procesded toward Pullman,

Washington,/EZTHRIDGE informed them that he was going to have
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them undress and take their car and their money. XETHRIDGE
enphasized the fact that he was not going to in any way

‘nmolest either of them.

WHITE stated that outside Colfax, Washington, -

they passed a dirt vroad and at this time he ordered her

to stop the vehicle and back up. She stated that she ‘told
him that she could not back up and then he informed her to
turn around. WHITE stated that she turned the vehicle
around and headed back toward Colfax, Washington. As ‘they
passed a road, now known to her as the Alvion Road, he told
her to turn. She stated that they drove about five niles
up ting road away from the highway at which time he ordered
her to stop the vehicle.

WHITE stated that ETHRIDGE told her to get out
of the vehicle and go to the left side of the roaa. She
stated that ETHRIDGE then got out on the same side of the
vehicle, thc driver's side. He told BONIIZ not to look
but at this time BONNIE turned around to see what wa

‘happening and he then ordered her to get out of the veulc1e

on the driver's side of the car. Botu girls ware told %o
cress the road walle ETHRIDGE stayed bj the caxr. d“ then
told them to undreSs. WHITE stated that they did they
were -told and while undressing she noticed thnat “TH?ISGZ

nad a zun in one hand and had a pair of Sarx pants on but
did not nave a snirt oni' She stated she did not observe

wnetner he had shoes on. .

i}

~ WHITE stated that after undressino, he ‘then ordered
the girls to leavsz taneir clothes where they nad plled then
on the side of the road and to waxc;;n the direction of wnat

ds now nown to then to e Albicn. Siae s%ated‘tha*>th~ car

Y Sy W -

had een lz2ft running and the headlights were laft on. 3as
stated that iy walied away Irom the venicle until they
wers out of siziht ol the cox neadlights andthen noved

off ths road in to the ditcn whzre they stopped waliinz and
sat down din an ar2a which was hidden from the road. VEITE
stated that at no time had ETHRIDGE nade any advances whate-
sa2ver toward elther gixl, She statad that ot the tice they

nad undressed and were walliing down the road, she looked
at her watzsh and it was 2:30 All, dugust 14, 1988,

. WRITI stated fthat she and ZONUIS romained in the
side ditch for approximately tenr minutes and didén't hear
any sounds coning fron the direction of »he car. She dated
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that she then heard what they -thouvght was the trunk being -
closed and a short time after that the vehicle moved in
their direction. She stated that EZTHRIDGE drove past thenm
and did not appear to notice eitner girl hiding in the
ditch. She stated that he proceeded in the direction of .
Albion, VWashington, and this s the last tine that she ‘
had seen either ETHRIDGE or the. vehicle.

WHITE stated ‘that after ETHRIDGE drove past
she and BONNIE proceeded down tne road towara ‘the Colfax
Pullran Highway. Sne stated that they observed a road
lJeading off the Albion Road and followad it to a farm
house, reaching the farm housc at approximately 3:00 AM.
She sfated‘that~they knocked on the door until the :
people of the house answered. She stated that they wer '
given clothing and the farmer called the Whitman County
Spheriff's OG{fice and reported the Aincident. A short tine
later Deputy BERT BATON of -the VWhitman County Sheriff's,
Offica came to the farn house and began investigation of
the incident.

WRITE furnished the followinz description of
the dipdividual known to her as PHILLIPIHRIDGE.

Race : White

Sex Male

Hair € ' Lo Blacx’

Heignt Y A

Weight 150 pounds

Build Mediun

Conpilexion Darx conplecte‘
and nad indian ieaturss

Speech Spoxe with a 1ise apd
had 2 very Gistianguisiakbls
vgoice.
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Miss BONNIZ LOUISE WHITE, 1303 South Crestline,
Spoxane, Washington, furnished ‘the following information:

WHITE advied that on August 13, 1968, she and
her sister-in-law, RACHEL WHITE, were returning fronm
Milton T¥reewater, Oregon, to Spokane, Washxngton. She
stated that at approximately 11:30 PM they left Walla Walla,
Washington, and observed a man standing on the side of the
road hitchhiking neax what s known as the Bacon Road. .
WHITE stated that sie has hitchhiked before and therefore
understands that it is hard to get a ride, especially late
at night, and therefore they deécided to offer assistance
to the individual hitchhiking. She stated -that the man got
into the back seat of the vehicle and told them that his
nane was PHILLIP ETHRIDGE and -that he was 19 years of age.
She stated that when he entered the car he had with hin
a Small creme-colored suztcase.

YVHITE stated that ”THRIDGE ‘toid therm that he was -

going from Alasika to Coeur d'Alene), Idaho, where he had
enployment in a iime plant.

ashingt ton, she was dozing in the front s=zal of the car

ut sihie hegard the man asi RACHEL several times how far

t was to Sp poiane, Washington. She stated that she also
heard some moving in the dback seat of the car but did not
thina: zmyvtmm'r of it. She stated tnat she then heard the
nan state that he haa a gun at the bac!i of aer head and was
nakea and 1f either gzirl looked back he would shoot. WHITS
siated that this was a short distance ouiside Coifax,
Waspipgton.

WHITZ stated that as they procesded to Coliax
sq*nc»on, the man made several statements which seene
to ve an attempt to scare thea and to duild up ais own
conf;denﬁe. She stated that he told them that he had ki
two poli 2nen and nad wounaed other men. She'statec 2

-

£
&
he also asxad then if they nad neard of the KENNZIDY as

[T

3]

n

8/15/ S Spokane, VWashingzton SET25T2637T
On, at File #..

SA JAMZS T, DAVIS® b
by. ' disi Dote dicrarec

This document contains neither racommendations nor conclysions of the F3L It is The properly of the £81 0ad is loaned 1o yove 9g2aty;
Nond its contents ore notto be distribured oulside your S5eaty,
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and the killing of MARTIN LUTHER XKING. VHITE stated that they
inforned hinm that they tad and he then told then' that he

nad participated in the zilling of these individuals and

was therefore not afraid to use a gun. VWHITE stated that

she tnen asked hin what kind of a gun he had, and he told

them that it was a .36 }auser which was larger than a policc-
man's gun and had a hairpin trl ger.

VIIT» stated that whaer they went through Colfax,

fashington, they obsorvea a policeman's car and this seesned
to Irighten ETHRIDGE a lot. She stated that he attenpted
to bvt out of s;ght and to hide in the back seat. She
stated as -they proceeded through Colfax, and toward Pullman,
Washihgton, h" enphasized ‘the fact that ne did not intend
to molest either vlr‘ but was going to n«ve then undress,
talke thsex car, and their noney.

WHITS.stated that following the nan inforning
an that he had a gun pointed at her head, she heard sor
O’S° coning fron tne pacx seat that soundsd Yike he wa
loading -the gun, and pﬂss'bly opening nis suaitcass wi *cn
was on the seat beside hin. She stated that he had
then not to look back so she could not observe what
going on in the dack seat.

VHITZ stated that outside of Colfax, Vashin
ZIDGE teld RACHTL »O¢s~op after they passed a dirt
oc

e

25 D P Le ]

w

3L stopped the vehicle and turned around apd pr
T toward Colfax, Hashincton. When they passed a 1
n

5

[
v

00 OMm

o

g toward what is now linown as Albion, Vashington, he

2d ACK:L to turn up the road. ”ﬂTT“ stated that

proce ed down the road three or four nilss at waich tine
info rnod uACh to stop the venicle. He then informed

i2L to getl out of the vehicle and walk to the other side
road., WHITE stated that the man £0id ner not to loox
this time she had decided to loox as the man obviously
was going to use the gun on-thexm or abandon them in the
.country. Sis stated that she %urned-around to see what was
g'oi.n'7 on and at that time he ordered -her to get out of the

vvﬁv > . ~

eniciz angd Jo;n ~ACHEL on thne othzyr side of the road.

"

D b
”f
\0 G

X DY o b g

2]

f?“ :.'f' "‘"4 o fbr

o
(o
»
(7‘ o

-

»

e (D

.

(o e)

Sno_stateo that he stood beside the vehiclie and told both
girlis to undress. WHITE acvised that they did as ne orderzad
and ne then told them to procsed down the aighwsy. She
statad that iuav walied avay Iram the car tovard Aiblon,
Wasaington, until they were out of sight of the venicle,

.
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at which tine they left the road and hid in the ditch beside
¥ne road. Sae stated that they stayed in the diten Co
sor over ten minutes and during that period of tine they
heard what they decided was the truni of the vehicle being

3 -

closeq.

WHITE stated that after ten to fiftecn ninutes
the venicle passed ‘then and proceeded toward Albion, Wash-
ington. She stated that after ETHRIDGE drove past them
they then got pack on the road and proceeded to the
pullman-Colfax Highway. She stated that when they found
o road leading off the Alpion Highway up to a farnm house,
they proceeded to tne farm house, beat on the doox until
they got the people of the pouse up, and informed then
of what had happened. She stated that this was at approxi-
mataly 3:00 AM. The people of the house gave thenm clothing
and notified the Wnitnan County ~Sheriff's Office.

WHITE furnished the following description of
the -individual xnown to hnerx as PHILLIP ETHRIDGZ:

H

. Race , Vihite
. Sex Male
Haix ' BlacXk
Height . . . 5' 7"
weight - 157 pounds
Build . Mediun f
Conplexion Dark complected like
: an Indian or Zskimo
Speech Spoke with a 3isp and
had a very distinguishabie
rvoice.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

pate ___8/23/63

HOWARD PHILLIP ETHRIDGE was advised of the personal
and official identity of SA STEINAR E., GORUD, FBI, and
‘Lleutenant E. L, ILUCAS, Lewiston, Idaho Pollce Department.

He was advised that he was being interviewed about his parti-
cipation in the theft of a 1967 Chevrolet two door, Washington
1icense CHX 332 from Colfax, Washington to Lewlston, Idaho.

ETHRIDGE was warned of his rights and walved them
as shown on an executed rights and waiver form.

He furnished the following signed statemeni:

“Lewiston, Idaho
8/14/68

Y, HOWARD PHILIP ETHRIDGE, furnish the
following voluntary Statement to Steiner E.
Gorud, who has identified himself to me as a
Special Agent of the FBI and to Lt. E. L. Lucas,
Lewiston Police Dept., Lewiston, Idaho.

"I have voluntarily signed a rights and waiver
form.

"Y was hitchhiking from Bullingham, Washington
to Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. I left Bullingham on Monday
8/12/68. I got a ride to Walla Walla, Washington
arriving here about 12:30 PM the night of 8/13/68.

"I was hitchhiking north out of Walla Walla
headed for Coeur d'Alene when I was picked up by
two women traveling in a 1967 red Chevrolet 2
door sedan, on the outskirts of Walla Walla
Wash. They picked me up about 12:30 AM 8/1h/68.,
They said they were headed for Spokane, Wash.

on . 8/14/68 .. Lewiston, Idaho BT 26-22889

File #.
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"When we got oclose to Colfax, Washington,
I told the women I had a gun and I told them not
to turn around. I ordered the woman who was
driving to drive off the main highway onto a
side road. This was pretty close to Colfax,
Washington, We drove for about 5 or 6 miles and
I ordered the driver to stop the car,

"I then ordered both women to get out of the
car. I had a gun in my right hand, pointed at the
ground, :

"I then ordered both women to take all their
clothes off. They took thelr clethes off and
placed their clothing on the ground. I then told
them to start walking, the same direction the
car was headed.

"I picked up their clothing and put them in
the back seat of the car. I drove along *the road
the same direction the women were walking, X
must have passed the women because I did not see
them after I started driving the car,

"I drove for about 3 miles and got back on
the main, blacktop, highway, the highway between
Colfax, Washington and Pullman, Washington.

"I drove along the highway, towards Pullman,
for about 5 miles where I stcpped along the right
side (west) of the highway. I got ou’t of the car
with the womens clothing, walked across the highway
and tossed the clothing along the left side (East)
of the highway.

“I then drove through Pullman, Washington and
South toward Lewiston, Idaho.

-~ 319 -~
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“Just after I left Pullman, police cars
started chasing me. I was traveling down a hill
near Lewiston, XIdaho when I was arrested.

"I stole the gun I used against the women
at Monroe, Washington while on my trip f{rom
Bellingham, Washington to Coeur !dalene, Idaho,

"I stole a white suit case, clothing, movie
camera, clock radio, electric clock and items of
jewelevry at Bellingham, Washington just before
I lef% here on 8/12/68.

"I wish to state that the only items of
clothing I took off, while I was with the two
women, was my shirt, I took my shirt off because
it was stuffy in the car,

"I have read this statment. consisting of

this page and two other pages. The statment is
true and correct to the best of my Knowledge.

n "/s/ Howard P, Ethridge

"Witnesses:

"/s/ Stehar E, Gorud, Special Agent, FBI
"/s/ B, L, Lucas Lt of Police"

ETHRIDGE was shown the 7.65 Hauser Automatic Pistol,
Serial Number 817,199, and he admitted that this was the pistol

vsed by him when ordering the two women to disrobe.

. )= 320 -
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Prior to furnishing the above signed statement,
ETHRIDGE said that he had stolen the 1967 Chevrolet at
Walla Walla, Washington, about. 11:30 p.m., on August 13, 1968,
He also claimed that he had purchased the items in the
suitcase, which was in his possession when arrested,

The following is the'physical description of
ETHRIDGE as obtained from interview and observation:

Race ‘Half Indian
Sex Mal
Birth Data m
oslaud, Washington
Height 5193"
Weight 160
Eyes , Brown
Hair Black
Tattoos "HOWARD" - upper left arm;
Letter "B" - left forearm
Arrest Record Admits one arrest at
Sunnyside, Washington
over one year ago for
vagrancy
Father VERNON ETHRIDGE
Deceased
Mother VIOLET HOY
Everson, Washington
‘Home Address Route 1
‘ ‘Everson, Washington
Remarks ETARIDGE clalms to be
one-half Cherokee
Indian
- 321 -
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INVESTIGATION CONCERNING ALLEGATION
THAT SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN WAS WELL
{OWN TO THE WAITRESSES AT THE RED
LION RESTAURANT, FOMONA, CALIFORNIA
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Information was recelved by the Los Angeles Office
of the FBI in late June 1968, that SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN had
eaten at the Reda Lion Restaurant in Pomona, California, on a
number of occasions. It was further indicated that SIRHAN
was well known £o the waltresses at the Red Lion festaurant.

i
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
JAMES E. HOFFER: :

AT PeMONA, CALIFORNIA

» Various attempts were made to contact LOUISE
KALSO (phonetic) at the Bed Lion Restaurant, Foothill Boulevard,
and North Garey Avenue.

On July 30, 1968, CAROL TAVER, head waitress,
Red Lion Inn, Foothill Boulevard and North Garey Avenue,
advised that LOYUISE KELLIS ic a waltress employed by the
Red Lion Inn, however she 1is on an extended vacation in the
east and it is unknown exactly when she will return.

Mrs. TAVER was asked regarding her knowledge as
to the information that SIRHAN SIRHAN was well known
to the waitresses at the Red Lion Inn. Mrs. TAVER stated
that this is strictly a rumor inasmuch as there was an
individual who had eaten at the Red Lion Inn on several
occasions prior to the nurder of Senator ROBERT KENNEDY
and that they have not seen the Andividual since the
murder. She stated that after pictures came out in the
newspapers of SIRHAN SIRHAN, there were rerarks made
that the individual who had eaten there resembled SIRHAN
SIRHAN very much and it was felt possible by some of the
girls that this was SIRHAN SIRHAN. She stated, however,
that none of the waltresses at the restaurant were personally
acguainted with the individual other than having waited upon
him several times and that none of the waitresses knowa
any personal background or any personal information whatsoever
about this individual, in fact they do not even know his
name, nor do they know that this is the same individual known
as SIRHAN SIRHAN,

Mrs. TAVER stated that she is quité certain that.
LOUISE KELLIS has no further information than any of the xrest
of the girls regarding this individual.

- 324 -
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Date . 8/28/68

j1

LOUIE KELLYS, waitress, Red Line Inn, Foothill
Boulevard and North Garey Avenue, advised she heard other
waibresses talking about seeing & patron at this location
resembling SIRHAN SIRHAN,.however, she said she had never
seen such person and had no first hand knowledge of him.

325

On_ 8/20/68 . Pomona, California pile # 1O _Angeles 56-156
by SA_FERD.J.. RARP .ml,{vld ' Date dictated 8/27/68
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INVESTIGATION CONCERNING ADA BUTEAU,
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT, WHO TELE-
PHONICALLY CONTACTED THE WHITE HOUSE
ON JUNE 28, 1568, AND STATED SHE
KNEW A PERSON WHO ASSISTED SIRHAN
IN KILLING SENATOR KENNEDY

- 326 -
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On July 6, 1968, U. S. Secret Service, Washington,
D. C., advised that at 3:44 p.m., June 28, 1968, ADA BUTEAU,
51 Congress Street, Hartford, Connecticut, telephonically
contacted the White House. BUTEAU was extremely upset and
advised that she knew a person who assisted SIBHAN in
killing Senator KENNEDY. BUTEAU stated she was walking on
Congress Street on June 27, 1968, when this person, who
identified himself as MERRILL, ROGERS, came up beside her and
followed her home and into her apartment.

) ROGERS told BUTEAU he was a communist, and when
‘BUTEAU asked him a question about Senator KENNEDY, ROGERS
allegedly told her that he knew both President KENNEDY and
§§§3t8§ KENNEDY and that he helped SIRHAN kill Senator

EDY.

BUTEAU further stated that ROGERS had left a
pocket knife on the table when he left on which appeared
'to be dried blood.

Following is result of an interview with APA
‘BUTEAU :
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Mrs. ADA BUTEAU, who resides on the second £loor at
51 Congress Street, Hartford, Connecticut, was interviewed
and furnished the following information concerning her ex-
periences on the evening of June 28, 1968:

She stated during the early evening of June 28, 1968,
she was alone at the Metropole Restaurant on Main Street, !
Hartford, Connecticut, having a few drinks. She stated she
later met a couple of friends at the bar and conversed with
them briefly. A short time later, a man about 30, who was
drinking at the bar struck up a conversation with her and a
short time later asked 4f ne could accompany her home. She
stated she agreed and they walked to her- apartment at 51 Congress
Street, Hartford. BUTEAU stated that at the apartment he
talked quite a bit and his line of conversation frightened
her. She maintained that while both che and her guest had been
drinking, they were not staggering or incoherent in their
speech. She advised that he said he was a communist, of Arabic
orlgin, and was “against the KENNEDY family'. BUTEAU stated
he claimedto know SIRHAN SIRHAN, the man who assassinated
Senator ROBERT XKENNEDY. RBUTEAU stated she became very con-
cerned for her safety and 4in order not to agitate the man,
kept agreeing with him. She stated he was not rude while
with her and made no "passes" at her. She advised that after
about one half hour in his company at the apartment she asked
him to leave because she had things to do. She stated ne Yeft
without argument.

BUTEAU advised that the man left a penknife on the
kitchen table. She exhibited the knife which was about two
dinches long of stainless steel with three blades, one of which
is a combination can opener and screwdriver, one a nail file
and the remaining a blunt knife blade. The knife bears the
following inscription on the handle: "Palmdale Service Station,
MERRILL ROGERS, PH 23631, P. 0. Box 1200%. The knife appears
to be the type given customers for advertising purposes. The
name MERRILL ROGERS is probably the owner of the service station.
No stains were noted on the blades.

on _7/31/68 at Hartford,. Connecticut.. File #NH.62.2U77
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BUTEAU stated the unknown male never furnished his
name. She stated she has never geen him before or since. She
described him as about 5 foot 8 inches or 5 foot 9 inches,

150 pounds, dark curly hair, dressed in slacks and sport shirt.
She stated he had a dark complexion, and Af he had not said
he was Arabic, she would consider him to be of French extraction.

She stated he spoke very slowly and distinctly with a
definite foreign accent. which accent she could not identify
as to nationality. She recalled that the unknown male had
idvigeg that he -nhad no formal religion, but worshipped the
Sun God.

departure and about an hour later, called s
a neighbor, to come up and discuss the mater. She stat

then decided to call the White House and report the Information.
She stated she placed the call, but was nervous and turned the

telephone over to SLATER, who carried on the bulk of the con-
versation.

BUTEAU stated she vas very nervous followini'the man's
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b

Date._ July 18, 1968

ot

Records of the Hartford Police Department, Hartford,
Connecticut, searched on July 16, 1968, reflected that
ADA BUTEAU, 51 Congress Street, Hartford, was born
December 31, 1935, and has the following arrest .record:

DATE AGE CHARGE : DISPOSITION
9/3/64 28 Intoxication _ - 10 days, execution
. suspended
9/28/64 28 Intoxication 10 days, execution
- suspended
12/15/65 29 Intoxication 30 days, execution
‘ .. suspended

4/18/66 30 _Breach of Peace Nolle

With the record of the last arrest there appeared the nota-
tion "Mental outpatient”., - -

The records of the Hartford Credit Rating Bureau contained
no information concerning BUTEAU as of July 16, 1968,

330

On __7/16/68 ot Hartford, Conn. File # __NH 62-2477

by. SA EDWARD R, WHALEN/clf, 7/17/68

Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It js the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. )
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INVESTIGATION CONCERNING ALLEGED
STATEMENT BY JAMES RIDDLE HOFFA
MEMORIAYL DAY, 196%, THAT HE HAD A
CONTRACT QUT ON SENATOR ROBERT ¥, KENNEDY
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INVESTIGATION CONCERNING ALLEGED
STATEMENT BY JAMES RIDDLE HOFFA
MEMORIAL DAY, 1968, THAT HE HAD
CONTRACT OUT ON SENATOR ROBERT F., KLNNEDY
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Information was previously reported that about
Memorial Day, 1967, while confined in the U. S. Penitentiary,
Lewigburg, Pennsylvania, JAMES RIDDLE HOFFA wag alleged
€0 have made a statement that he had a contract out on.
Senator RCBERT F. KENNEDY, and if he, KENNEDY, ever got in
‘the primaries or ever got elected, the contract would be
fulfilled within six monthe.

Results of interviews of JAMES RIDDLE HOFFA
and other inmates at the U, S. Penitentiary at Lewisburg
have previously been reported.
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June 17, 1968

Dote.

EDVARD HUGH POLE was interviewed at the El Paso
County Jail, Colorado Springs, Colorado. On this occasion,
POLE described himself as follouws:

Date of Birth May 25, 13ul
Place of Birth Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Heixght s5ighn
Weight 160 pounds
Hair Brown
Eyes ‘Blue
Marital Status Separated fron wife
Wife , KATHLEEN KRAFT, age 22, street
address unknown, Phocnlxvﬁlle,
Pennsylvania
Son One son, 22 monthg3
Permanent Address Route #1, Box 257 thladelphla,
Pennsylvanxa
Parents Deceased

POLE stated he has resided at:Colorado Springs for
the past six nonths, residing at 117 South Limit Street, and
has been employed by the El Paso Garage, Securlty, Colorado,
as an auto mechanic.

POLE advised that on June 13, 1968, he pled guilty
to a charge of forgery involving the theft of a payroll check
from his emoloyer and expects,to receive an extensive
sentence to the Colorado State Penitentiary, Canon City,
Colorado. He pointed out he was previously convicted in July,

. 1861, U. S, District Court,. Lake Charles, Louisiana, for a

violation of the Dyer Act. He stated under the Federal Youth
Corrections Act, he received a sentence of 60 days to & years.
He pointed out he served 29 months at the Federal Reformatory,
Chillicothe, Ohio; was paroled; violated his parole four months
later; was sent back to Chillicothe and served approximately
one year; again was recleased on parole; was out 7 nmonths;
violated his parole again; and on December 31, 1966, was
incarcerated at the Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, Federal Peniten-
tiary, from which he was released after completlon of his

On 8/14/68 at__Colorade.Springs, ColoradoFile # Denver.£2.2418
SA ALVIN W. BERRY;
by SA_RANSOM_A (-"PT'P’;‘IF mmh Dote dictoted R/Hxlf\
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séntence on July 19, 1967.
+

He stated that on or about-Memorial Day, 1967, he
was -in the dining hall at the Lewisburg Federal Penitentiary
and at the table next to him was JAMES HOFFA, who was talking
to the two following-described individuals:

£1:
Race . White
Sex . MHale .
Nationality” Anerican, of Italian descent
Name Unknown
Age 55-58 years of age
‘Height & Weight Approximately the same height

and weight as JAMES HOFFA

He pointed out that this man used to run at the prison track
with Mr. HOFTA.

#2:
Race White
Sex ' Male .
Nationality American, of Italian descent
» Name (FIRST NAME UNKNOWN) deJOSEPH
Age Early 40's
Height 510"
Build Heavy build
~~Peculiaritics Heavy, dark beard cven after
. shaving

He stated on this occasion, he overheard HOFFA state
to these two individuals that, "I have a contract out on
KENKEDY and if he ever gets in the primaries or ever gets
elected, the contract will be fulfilled within six nonths."

He po:nted out that szttzng with him, POLE, and who also
overheard this conversation, were the following individuals:

gl:
Kame ' JAMES JOSEPH O'BRIEN

O'BRIEN was being transferved in June, 1967, to the Federal
Penitentiary in Atlanta, Georgia.
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' influence in this country, he feared for his life and under
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#2:
Name ' Unknown
Sex, Male - . .-
- Race +  White .
Nationality American '
' Age Early 30's
Height s5trgn '
Build . Slender’
Rair Black

He stated this dindividual had xobbed a bank at Cleveland, Ohio;
had ‘been at Lewisburg for seven years; had been paroled; and
after two years on the outside, had viodlated his parole and
was back at Lewisburg. He pointed out this individual

pesided in D cellblock and was originally from St. Louis,
Missouri, and would have been eligible for parole back to St.
Louis about the present time.

e

Approximately two weeks after this conversation,
POLE stated he was working in the clothing store and was thore early
in the nmorning prior to the store opening, and that JAMES HOFFA
came to the gate. Recalling the prior conversation, he asked
HOFFA what he thought about XENNEDY. He stated HOIFA imnme-
diately began an enmotional tirade over KENNEDY'!'s use of wire-
tapping and HOFFA's conviction, and incarceration at Lewisburg.
He neded the conversation by stating, "Right now KENNEDY's in
no danger; but if he gets into a primary or gets elected, X
won't say how or when, but he!ll get knocked off." POLE stated
there were no witnesses to this conversation.

_ POLE advised that in view of HOFFA's power and

no circumstances would he testify to the above information.
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The following investigation was conducted by SAs
%ﬁ?ARD M. HARGRAVE and STANLEY E, PETERSON at Youngstown,
o 34 '

ROBERT M. WALKER, U. S. Probation Officer, Youngstown,
was contactedon June 28, 1968, and he advised FRED COOPER is
cug;ently residing at 212 Broadway Avenue, Youngstown, with his
nother. :

FRED COOPER, 212 Broadway Avenue, Youngstown, edvised
on June 28, 1958 he had met JAMES HOFFA at the U. S. Penitentiary,
ILewisburg, Pa., but stated they were not friends, and he had
never engaged HOFFA in any conversation at any time, He stated
he xnew who HOFFA was, and recalls that when HOFFA entered the
Penitentiary, possibly in March, 1957, he overheard hin say,
"Well here I am, there!s nothing I can do about it, and I'm
just going to have to make the best of it." HOFFA also indicated
that it was just a piece of paper that tripped him up, which
igsulted in his conviction, however, COOPER never heard what

was. o

© COOPER was questioned specifically about the statement
sllegedly mede by HOFFA on or about Memorial Day, 1967, and
COOEZR stated that if HOFFA made such a statement regarding
the late ROBERT KENNEDY he, COOPER, did not overhear the state-
ment, and never at any time heard anyone comment about such &
statement. COOPER added that he never heard the name of KENNEDY
metioned by HOFFA at any time. -

< »

oo
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l ’ , Date 9/5/6\8“

*

"DONALD L, GEORGE 1007 Goxdon Street Lafayette,
Louis;ana, advised as follows' .

From about Aprll 1966 to Aprll 1968, he: worked
as an investigator for J, MINOS SIMON attorney, who ‘has
recently represented EDWARD.GRADY. PARTIN ‘Business Agent,
Teansters Local 5, Baton Rouge, Louisaanaq When he became
unable to carry on his relatzonshlp with SIMON because of
persond gizgreements, he obtained a position in May, 1968,
as investigator for F, LEE BAILEY, attorney, Boston, Mass—
achusetts, who has been retained by interests representlng
JAMES R, HOFFA,

: He has never talked to anyone who claimed to
have heard HOFFA say he "had a contract_out on KENNEDY
and: if he ever gets in the primaries or ever gets elected,
the contract will. be fulfilled within six months", or_ any
similar statement concernirg Senator ROBERT F, KENNEDY.,
He has had no direct contact with HOFFA at any time, -

-
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RICHARD A, SMALLWOOD/D»H/cem
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Date ___7/10/68

j3=

: ‘.. JACK.S. MARTIN, SR., I.L836*L ESplanade Avenue,
New Orleans, Louisiana, voluntarzly appeared at the New
Orleans Federal Bureau of Investigation Office in
connection with another matter at which time he was
questioned concerning the letter he sent to CHARLES D.
WINTERS, Teamster Representative in New Orleans, wherein
, MARTIN asked "Why did HOFFA once put out a fcontract’

© on both of the KENNEDY boys’"

‘MARTIN stated he has no first hand information
that any "contract!" was' ‘put out on either JOHN F. KENNEDY
or ROBERT F. KENNEDY and that he merely made such a
statement in his ‘letter to WINTERS as a means of irritating
WINTERS. MARTIN stated he merely wanted to see what the
reaction of WINTERS would .be,

MARTIN emphatically denied that he had any
positive information -that a "contract" had ever been
put out for either of the deceased KENNEDY'!s.
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