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Sirhan Explodes in Court, Says He Prefers Death
LOB ANGELES, Feb. 26 (UPD) -Sirhan B. Sir- ert F. Kennedy must be assassinated - RFK

han is willing to plead guilty to the murder of must be assassinated RFK must be assassinat-
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and die in the gas cham- ed, assassinated assassinated
ber rather than proceed with his present trial. "Robert F. Kennedy must be assassinated be-

The Arab exploded in anger in the courtroom fore 5 June 1968."

yesterday at presentation of notes in which he Sen. Kennedy was killed in the pantry of the
wrofe that Sen. Kennedy "must die like his broth- Ambassador Hotel early last June 5. Sifferter."

Defense attorneys and his mother tried to calm
BACK IN COURT

him and counsel Grant B. Cooper said: Today Sirhan was coming back to court again

"He is like a man in a hospital who tells his and the question is whether he is still determined

doctors he wants to leave when they know he now to plead guilty and throw himself on the FILEcannot possibly do so." decision of the jury as to death or life.
Sirhan stood up and shouted and had to be

shoved to his seat twice by bailiffs when the
Mr. Cooper said that if Sirhan persisted in that

plea he would have to fire him and his other 6 that
prosecution presented the diaries in which he had
scribbled that he favored the overthrow of the attorneys, Emile Zola Berman and Russell Par-

U.S. Government, backed Russian and Chinese
sons. If Sirhan pleads guilty, Mr. Cooper said,

The Washington Post

commúnists and wrote over and over again that
there is no possibility of an appeal.

Times Herald

"RFK must die."
"Said Mr. Cooper: The Washington Daily News P.3
"He doesn't know what he's doing. He has The Evening Star (Washington)

PREFERS DEATH blown his top. We are his lawyers and we are The Sunday Star (Washington)
Sirhan told Superior Court Judge Hebert V. going to protect his constitutional rights."

Walker in private chambers that he would rather Daily News (New York)
Another entry in the notebooks said:

die "than have people think I am getting a fair Sunday News (New York)

trial." "Ambassador Goldberg must die die die die die
Ambassador Goldberg must die Goldberg must be

New York Post
In notebooks dated May 18, 1968; Sirhan wrote eliminated Sirhan is an Arab Sirhan you you you The New York Times

in disjointed and unpurictuated phrases: Arab you you Arab." The Sun (Baltimore)
"Robert Kennedy must be sacrificed for the Should Sirhan demand that he plead guilty to

cause of the exploited people. My determination
The Daily World

to eliminate RFK is become the more of an un-
first degree murder in Sen. Kennedy's death, The New Leader

shakeable obsession.
Judge Walker would question-him and perhaps
even call psychiatrists. to ascertain whether the The Wall Street Journal

"RFK must die - RFK must be killed defendant really knew what he was doirg. The National Observer

People's World

Examiner (Washington)

Kensal ) 62-587-A Date 2/26/69
NOT RECORDED

46 FEB 27 1969

59 MAR 3- 1969
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irhanTalked Jury Told Sirhan
Callahan
Conrgd

about Killing, Felt

Aired Intent to Kill Golden
ury Is Told Rosebly

Sullivan
By George Lardner Jr.

SIRHAN, From A1 Tavel
Washington Post Staff Writer migrant in the crowded hotel

"He was upset somewhat
lobby around 8:45 p.m.

Trotter
LOS ANGELES, Feb. 21-A
arded Pasasena trash collec- The crowd was moving to Tele. Room

about the death of Lutherr swore today that Sirhan ward the Palm Terrace to Holmes
rhan told him not to waste King," the Negro sanitation

worker recalled. "He asked me
hear Kennedy's second speech, Gandy

is primary vote on Sen. Rob- Blume said. He said Sirhant F. Kennedy because be how the Negro people felt
as planning to shoot "the son was struggling against it, mov-about it 'What do you
a B." ing in the direction of the ho-think the Negro people are
Testifying in a quick burst tel's Embassy Room and the 19thsyllables that startled the going to do about it?"

pantry where Kennedy was
urtroom, Alvin Clark said "What Can we Do? coming through.e young Arab made the Clark shrugged. "I said that
reat just a few days after The New York Senator fin-

mean, 'Like what can we doe assassination of the Rev. about it? There wasn't but one
ished his second talk around

r. Martin Luther King Jr. person involved." 9:30 p.m. Miriam Davis, a vol
st April4. Then, he said; Sirhan asked unteer Kennedy hostess, saidUnder cross-examination thim how he felt about Califor-e lanky witness acknowld-

she saw Sirhan next. Mrs.
ged that he once declared

nia's upcoming presidential Davis was with her husband
primaries, still weeks away.at he would "do anything to "I told him I was going to

and teen-age daughter. file
ee (Sirhan) convicted," but he vote for Kennedy," Clark said. "My daughter is 17," Mrs.
sisted that he was telling the "and Sirhan said, 'What are Davis said, "and she was inter-uth.
It was a Wednesday, trash you going to vote for that son ested in finding. the dressing Kensa.,TI

Sllection day on East Howard
of a B for? Because I'm plan-

treet where Sirhan lived ning on shooting him.'
rooms of the stars that had ap-

Sirhan stirred in his seat on peared at the Cocoanut
lark recalled, and the sleh the other side of the anti- Grove."
R immigrant walked up quated courtroom. A smile They entered the nightclub The Washington Post
at as he often did. crossed his face, Abruptly he through the lobby, went back- Times Herald A1.6

See SIRHAN, A6, Col. 4 put his hand over it and stage and started roaming The Washington Daily News
leaned over to whisper to around.

"We got hung up there
The Evening Star (Washington)

chief defense counsel Russell
Parsons. somewhere," Mrs. Davis said The Sunday Star (Washington)

Clark went on. "I said,
in testimony that captivated Daily News (New York)

'You'd be, killing one of the the courtroom. "It was very
dimly lighted.' Finally, they

Sunday News (New York)
best men in the country.'.' he
said e.told Sirhan. stumbled into a corridor with New York Post

The trash collector, whom
shelves full of glasses and a The New York Times

Sirhan used to serve coffee big bowl of ice, but no water
and sandwiches, said he re- "We took a glass and put The Sun (Baltimore)

minded the defendant that some ice in it,' she said with a The Daily World

Kennedy had sent his plane to smile, adding that they also The New Leader

Memphis to pick up Dr. King's snagged it as a souvenir of the
evening. The Wall Street Journal

widow and his body for the
Negro leader's funeral in At "Then we wandered around The National Observer

lanta. there looking for water. Any- People's World
Sirhan, he said, passed that way, my husband opened a

off. "He said he did this for door. We were surprised to Examiner (Washington)

publicity--Kennedy did." see this man. I tell you the
Defense attorney Emile Zola truth, we were so frightened

Berman rose to attack the We thought that he was a 2-23-69
trash collector's testimony. waiter. We knew we were off Date

Clark, Berman noted, had base. He was seated right in-
been interviewed by an FBI side the door. That was what
agent last September frightened us so."

"Didn't you tell the FBI that The family gulped, held up 62-587-A
you would hate to take the the ice-filled glass and asked:
oath and testify because you "Where's the water?" she testi- NOT RECORDED
hated Sirhan so much you fied.
would do anything to see him - Sirhan, she said, "shrugged

convieteur Erman demanded. his shoulders and shook his
46 FEB 27 1969

59 MAR 3-196 "Yes, I did," Clark replied. head It seemed like the
was sitting on a box facing the

Swears It's True door. There was a paper bag
"Have you told the truth near him.'

here, sir?" prosecutor David Mrs. Davis was not clear on
N. Fitts countered. just what "kitchen area" they

"Yes, I did," Clark said. had stumbled into, although it
He was followed to the was apparently in or near the

stand by two witnesses who pantry where Kennedy was
told of seeing Sirhan appar-

killed. The Senator did not
ently stalking Kennedy in the come back that way until two
Ambassador Hotel last June 2, [nights later.
some 2 1/2 days before the as-
sassination.

The occasion was a Sunday
evening reception for the
Democratic presidential candi-
date. Kennedy, the jury was
told, first gave a speech in the
Cocoanut Grove nightclub at
the hotel, then moved through
backstage corridors to get to
the hotel's Palm Terrace,
where more supporters were
waiting to hear another pep
talk.

Headwaiter Angelo Dipierro
said he escorted Kennedy
through the back way after
the first speech, delivered

,around 8:30 p.m. I took them
through the pantry where, Sir-
han has admitted, the shotth
Senator down in the early
morning of June 5.

Long-haired William Blume,
18, said he saw Sirhan :first.
The two had worked as stock-
boys in adjoining stores in
Pasadena and Blume said he
recognized the Jordanian im-
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Jury IsTold
By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Post Staff Writer

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 21-A zilebearded Pasasena trash collec-
tor swore today that Sirhan
Sirhan told him not to waste
his primary vote on Sen. Rob-
ert F. Kennedy because he
was planning to shoot "the son
of a B."

Testifying in a quick burst
of syllables that startled the
courtroom, Alvin Clark said
the young Arab made the
threat just a few days after
the assassination of the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The Washington Postlast April 4. Times Herald A-1,A-6The lanky, outspoken wit-
ness. acknowledged under The Washington Daily News
cross-examination that he The Evening Star (Washington)
once said he would "do any- The Sunday Star (Washington)thing to see (Sirhan) convict
ed," but he insisted that :he Daily News (New York)
was still telling the truth. Sunday News (New York)

His estimony produced New York Postsmile from Sirhan and a pose
of jaunty indifference from The New York Times
his lawyers. The Sun (Baltimore)

See SIRHAN, A6, Col. 4 The Daily World

The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal

The National Observer

People's World
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Jury Told Sirhan
Aired Intent to Kill
SIRHAN, From A1 Headwaiter Angelo Dipierro

said he escorted Kennedy
But it strikes directly at the through the back way after

defense team's claim that their the first speech, delivered
client was driven to the kill- around 8:30 p.m. It took them
ing in a psychotic rage over through the pantry where, Sir-
Kennedy's campaign support han has admitted; he shot the
of U.S. jet-fighter sales to Senator down in the early
Israel. morning of June 5.

The New York Senator first
stumped for the jets deal on a Long-haired William Blume,

campaign stop at the Neveh 18, said the saw Sirhan first,
The two had worked as stock-

Shalom Temple in Portland,
Ore., on May 26 wearing a yar boys in adjoining stores in:
mulke on this head, he. also Pasadena and Blume said he

urged that the Johnson Ad- recognized the Jordanian im-

ministration cut off economic migrant in the crowded hotel

aid that he said was used by lobby around 8:45 p.m.

Arab countries "in support of The crowd was moving to
ward the Palm Terrace to

aggression."
Clark indicated that he hear Kennedy's second speech,

heard Sirhan-"I knew the Blume said. "He" said Sirhan:

kid by the name of Sol"-vow was struggling against it, mov

to kill Kennedy well before ing in the direction of the ho

that, though he did not give a tel's Embassy Room and the

precisé date. pantry where Kennedy was

It was a Wednesday, trash coming through.

collection day on East Howard The New York Senator

Street where Sirhan lived, finished this- second talk at

Clark recalled, and "Sol" about 9:30 p.m. Miriam Davis,

walked up to chat as he often a volunteer Kennedy hostess,

did. said she saw Sirhan about
"He was upset somewhat ten minutes later, while roam-

about the death of Luther ing through, the Ambassador's

King," the Negro sanitation backstage corridors and pan-
worker declared. "He asked tries with her husband and

me how the Negro people felt daughter.
about it he said, What do 'My" daughter, is 17," Mrs.

you think the Negro people Davis said, and she was inter-
are going to do about it?' ested in finding the dressing

Clark shrugged. "I said that rooms of the stars that had ap-

I mean, Like what can we do peared at the Cocoanut

about it? There wasn't but one Grove."
person involved.' They entered the nightclub

Then, he said, Sirhan asked through the lobby, went back
him how he felt about Califor- stage and started roaming
nia's upcoming presidential around.

primaries, still weeks away. "We got hung up there
"I told him I was going to somewhere," Mrs. Davis said

vote for Kennedy," Clark said. in testimony that captivated
"and Sirhan said, 'What are the courtroom. "It was very
you going to vote for that son dimly lighted." Finally, they
of a B for? Because I'm plan- stumbled into a corridor with
ning on shooting him. " shelves full of glasses and a

Sirhan stirred in his seat on big bowl of ice, but no water.
the other side of the anti- "We (each) took a glass and

courtroom A smile put some ice in it she said
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UPI-2
(SIRHAN)

SERATOR AND CALLD HIS INTENDED VICTIM A "SON OF A 8."

BEFORE THE MURDER OF ROBERT F. KENNEDY HE PLANNED TO SHOOT THE NE

LOS
ANGELES--SIRHAN B. SIRHAN TOLD A TRASH COLLECTOR TWO MONTHS

YORKFRIDAY
THAT WAS THE TESTIMONY OF ALVIN CLARK AT THE SIRHAN MURDER TRIALCLARK WHO PICKED UP TRASH AT THE SIRHAN RESIDENCE IN PASADENALUTHER KING JR. WAS ASSASSINATED

TESTIFIED FRIDAY THE
CONVERSATION TOOK PLACE JUST AFTER DR. MARTINAFTER KING WAS MURDERED CLARK, A NEGRO. SAID SIRHAN ASKED HIM HOW

BLACKS FELT ABOUT THE DEATH OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER.(KING*S) DEATH." THE WITNESS TESTIFIED

"I TOLD HIM WE FELT THERE WAS NOT JUST ONE PERSON INVOLVED IN HISI SAID I WAS GOING TO VOTE FOR KENNEDY.

"HE ASKED ME HOW I FELT ABOUT THE CALIFORNIA (PRIMARY) ELECTION.IIIIPLANNING
SAID *WHAT

ON SHOOTING
DC YOU WANT

IMM
TO VOTE FOR THAT SON OF A

B&FOR, BECAUSE
I'M PLANNING on SHOOTING HIM."2/222+eE9922ES

UPI-124

LOS ANGELES--THE PROSECUTION IS EXPECTED TO COMPLETE ITS CASE

(SIRHAN)

AGAINST SIRHAN B. SIRHAN ON TRIAL FOR THE MURDER OF SEN. ROBERT foKENNEDY, DURING THE COMING WEEK,
ASSOCIATE PROSECUTOR DAVID N. FITTS SAID IT WAS POSSIBLE THESTATE WOULD REST ON WEDNESDAY, THIS WOULD PERMIT THE DEFENSE TOCALL THE FIRST OF ITS WITNESSES TO TRY TO REFUTE THE CHARGE THAT24-YEAR-OLD SIRHAN PLANNED THE SLAYING OF THE NEW YORK SENATOR ANDTHIS COMMITTED FIRST DEGREE MURDER AND SHOULD BE SUBJECT TO THE DEATHPENALTY

2/22--M0733PES

KensalT
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(SIRHAN): LOS ANGELES--A TRASH COLLECTOR TESTIFIED TODAY THAT TWO MONTHS BEFORE
THE DEATH OF SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY SIRHAN B. SIRHAN TOLD HIM HE was
PLANNING ON SHOOTING "THE SON OF A B.

ALVIN CLARK, A NEGRO WHO REGULARLY PICKED UP TRASH AT THE SIRHAN
HOUSE ON HIS ROUTE IN PASADENA TOLD A JURY AT THE MURDER TRIAL THAT
THE CONVERSATION TOOK PLACE SHORTLY AFTER THE ASSASSINATION OF DR.
MARTIN LUTHER KING.

THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER WAS KILLED. IN MEMPHIS, TENN., ARPIL 4p 1968.
KENNEDY DIED IN LOS ANGELES JUNE 6, 1968.

CLARK SAID THAT HE OFTEN HAD A SANDWICH AND COFFEE WITH SIRHAN AT
LUNCH TIME AND THAT THEY TALKED POLITICS FREQUENTLY. HE SAID THAT IN
APRIL THEY TALKED ABOUT KING'S DEATH SIRHAN WAS DISTURBED ABOUT IT.

"HE ASKED ME HOW THE NEGROES FELT ABOUT IT, CLARK SAID. "I TOLD
HIM WE FELT THERE WAS NOT JUST ONE PERSON INVOLVED IN HIS DEATH. HE
ASKED ME WHAT THE NEGROES WERE GOING TO DO ABOUT IT AND I SAID *WHAT
CAN WE DO ABOUT IT?*

"HE ASKED ME HOW I FELT ABOUT THE CALIFORNIA (PRIMARY) ELECTION.I SAID I WAS GOING TO VOTE FOR KENNEDY
"HE SAID *WHAT DO YOU WANT TO VOTE FOR THAT SON OF A B FOR BECAUSEI'M PLANNING ON SHOOTING HIM?""I SAID HE WAS ONE OF THE BEST MEN IN THE COUNTRY. 1 TOLD HIM ABOUT

KENNEDY GOING DOWN TO TENNESSEE TO BRING BACK LUTHER KING'S BODY AND
PAYING ALL THE EXPENSES.

"SOL (THE NAME CLARK USED FOR SIRHAN) SAID HE DID THAT JUST FOR
PUBLICITY.

ON CROSS-EXAMINATION, CLARK WAS ASKED BY DEFENSE ATTORNEY EMILE ZOLA
BERMAN WHETHER HE WAS INTERVIEWED BY THE FBI AND ASKED WHETHER HE WOULD
BE WILLING TO TESTIFY AT SIRHAN'S TRIAL.

CLARK SAID HE WAS. AND BERMAN ASKED:
"DIDN'T YOU TELL THE FBI THAT YOU DIDN'T KNOW WHETHER YOU COULD TAKE

THE OATH BECAUSE YOU HATED SIRHAN so MUCH YOU WOULD DO ANYTHING
TO S2 HE WAS CONVICTED?"

SAID CARL. 62-587-ADEPUTY DIST. ATTY. DAVID FITTS THEN ASKED:
"ARE YOU TELLING THE TRUTH HERE TODAY?"

NOT RECORDED
"YES, I AM, · CLARK SAID. 46
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LOS ANGELES (AP) - The brothers "took the key, opened ing, Travis White, testified that Holmes
black notebooks in which Sirhan the door and allowed them (the in his opinion Sirhan was not un-
Bishara Sirhan reportedly in- police officers) in." But he said der the influence of alcoholic Gandy
scribed a deadline for the assas- he- was not ruling on the admiss- liquor.
sination of Sen. Robert F. Ken- ability of the material at the White said Sirhan was quite
nedy are about to surface in his trial. nervous - other witnesses have
first-degree murder trial.

Defense attorneys said they
Sirhan was described yester- said there were shouts of "Kill

would object strenuously to their day as alert and sober after him. Kill him" - but that "in
three to five minutes he was

introduction on grounds they shooting Kennedy, which the
calmer, he regained his com-

were seized illegally from the young Jordanian's defenders say posure.Sirhan home. he did while in a trance and
The prosecution's witness list After shining a light into Sir-

for today included Sgt. William intoxicated. han's eyes, to test reaction of his

E. Brandt and Dante A. Lodolo And it was disclosed that Sir- pupils, he said he concluded that
of the Los Angeles police, who han had indeed expressed will- the reaction was normal and not

found the notebooks. indicative of use of alcohol.
ingness to plead guilty to first-

Referred to by Yorty degree murder if he could be Tells of Plea

Mayor Samuel Yorty of Los guaranteed a sentence of life im- The morning conference con-

Angeles made the first reference prisonment. cerned a story in the Los Ange-
to the 9-by-12-inch books soon les Times saying Sirhan had all

Mistrial Soughtafter Sen. Kennedy died. Sirhan, but eliminated the possibility of
he said, wrote, of "the necessity The disclosure came when de- a guilty plea because of the
of assassinating Sen. Kennedy fense attorneys moved for a judge's insistence that the jury,
before June 5, 1968." rather than the court, determine

mistrial at a morning confer-
The death date-was met. Ken- the penalty. Sirhan was said to The Washington Post

nedy was shot early that day in ence in the judge's chambers, on feel that the jury might con- Times Herald

a pantry of the Ambassador Ho- grounds tha a newspaper story demn him to death even if the The Washington Daily News
tel just after winning the Cali- might prejudice jurors. The mo- prosecution didn't recommend

execution. The Evening Star (Washington)fornia Democratic presidential tion was denied. A-9
primary. Judge Walker, as quoted in the The Sunday Star (Washington)

The date also was the anniver- One of the two policemen who trial transcript, said: "Well, let Daily News (New York)
sary of the first Arab-Israeli arrested Sirhan after the shoot- me say that I gave some of that Sunday News (New York)
war. Sirhan, a 24-year-old Jor- information in the newspaper
danian who lived the first half of out myself. I told them the plea New York Post
his life in the strife-torn Middle had been offered, that I had re- The New York Times
East, was "quite pro-Arab in the fused the plea, but that I would The Sun (Baltimore)Arab-Israêli matter," Yorty take. a plea and that the jury
said. could try the penalty." The Daily World

Motion Denied The judge said he felt that The New Leader
because someone had leaked an The Wall Street JournalSirhan's attorneys have pic- earlier story to the Times, say-

tured him as tortured by war ing that Sirhan was willing to The National Observer
scenes he saw as a child in Pal- plead guilty, "I wanted them to People's World
estine and inflamed by Kenne have the whole of that."
dy's advocacy of more U.S Examiner (Washington)"I assign your honor doing
planes for Israel. His defenders that as misconduct," said Grant
were. denied a motion last Oct B. Cooper, chief defense counsel.
22 to suppress material taken He noted the the defense moved
from the Sirhan home in Pasa- for a mistrial after the first Date
dena without a warrant. Times story, on grounds it might 2/21/69Judge Herbert V. Walker influence jurors, and it was de-
ruled then that one of Sirhan's nied. 62-587-A
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LOS ANGELES -SIRHAN 3. SIRHAN OFFERED TO ENTER A PLEA OF GUILTY

TO FIRST DEGREE MURDER BUT THE OFFER YAS REJECTED BECAUSE HE ALSO

INSISTED IT BE ACCOMPANIED BY A LIFE PRISON SENTENCE INSTEAD OF DEATH,

IT WAS REVEALED THIS MORNING.
SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE HERBERT V. WALKER MADE PUBLIC A TRANSCRIPT

OF A CONFERENCE HELD IN SECRET THURSDAY MORNING AT WHICH IT WAS
BROUGHT OUT THAT THE JUDGE INSISTED THE JURY WOULD HAVE TO DECIDE ON
THE PENALTY.

THE CONFERENCE WAS CALLED WHEN DEFENSE ATTORNEY GRANT COOPER MADE
A MOTION FOR A MISTRIAL IN THE CASE AGAINST SIRHAN, CHARGED WITH THE
MURDER OF SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY, BECAUSE OF A STORY IN THURSDAY
MORNING'S LOS ANGELES TIMES.

JUDGE WALKER DENIED THE MISTRIAL MOTION.
IN THE TRANSCRIPT MADE AVAILABLE IT.WAS REVEALED THAT JUDGE WALKER

HIMSELF WAS THE SOURCE OF PART OF THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN
THE TIMES' STORY CONCERNING SIRHAN'S ILLINGNESS TO CHANGE HIS
PRESENT INNOCENT PLEA,

"WELL LET ME SAY THAT 1 GAVE SOME OF THAT INFORMATION OUT MYSELF
WALKER SAID AS REPORTED IN THE TRANSCRIPT "I TOLD THEM THE PLEA HAD
BEEN OFFERED AND I HAD REFUSED THE PLEA BUT THAT I WOULD TAKE A PLEA
ON FIRST DEGREE AND THAT THE JURY COULD TRY THE PENALTY. I FELT IT
HAD LEAKED OUT, THE OTHER HALF, AND I PANTED THEM TO HAVE THE WHOLE
OF THAT."I ASSIGN (CHARGE) YOUR HONOR DOING THAT AS MISCONDUCT," COOPER
SAID.

WALKER SAID GAVE PART OF THE INFORMATION TO A REPORTER FOR THE
LOS ANGELES TIMES.

THE TRANSCRIPT REVEALED THAT SIRMAN PERSONALLY WANTED TO ENTER THE
GUILTY PLEA.

"HE DID WANT TO ENTER A PLEA TO FIRST DEGREE MURDER WITH LIFE BUT
HE DIDN'T WANT TO ENTER A PLEA WITH SUGGESTION I MADE AS THE

I
RECORD INDICATED, THE JUDGE SAID.

COOPER ARGUED THAT THE TRANSCRIIPT OF THE SESSION THIS MORNING
SHOULD NOT BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE PRESS. 62-582-A

DE PUTY DIST. ATTY. LYNN COMPTON SAID HE DID NOT NOT RECORDED WHY
THESE MATTERS SHOULD BE KEPT SECRET OR SEALED. 46 FEB 27 1969
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*PLEA BARGAINING ALWAYS IS SECRET · COOPER SAID.THE JUDGE REPLIED THAT THE SESSION TODAY WAS NOT CONCERNED WITH PLEABARGAINING AND RULED THAT IT SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE PRESS.HE SAID THAT WITH THE JURY LOCKED UP IN A HOTEL AND BANNED FROMSEEING NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS OR HEARING RADIO OR TELEVISION STORIES OF THETRIAL IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE JURORS TO LEARN OF THE CONFERENCETODAY.
COOPER REPLIED THAT THEY WERE VISITED BY THEIR HUSBANDS AND WIVESAND THAT THEY WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY LEARN OF IT.BOTH SIDES DENIED THEY WERE THE SOURCE OF THE ORIGINAL STORYABOUT THE CHANGE OF PLEA CARRIED IN THE TIMES A MONTH AGO. BUT COOPERSAID IT WAS HIS OPINION THAT IT CAME FROM DIST. ATTY. EVELLE J.YOUNGER.

|
HE OBJECTED STRENUOUSLY TO THE INFORMATION BEING PUT OUT NOW "ITSPREADS LIKE RIPPLES GOING OUT, # HE SAID. "YOUR VERY OBJECTIVE IS TOFEED IT. I

2/20--PA720PES

UPI-192
ADD 1 SIRHAN, LOS ANGELES (UPI - IAFTER COURT CONCLUDED FOR THE DAY, COOPER TOLD NEWSMEN THAT HE WASUSING A TECHNICAL TERM, INDICATING FELT THE JUDGE VAS IN ERROR, WHENHE CHARGED WALKER WITH "MISCONDUCT. COOPER SAID, HOWEVER, THAT HEHAD NO DESIRE TO PURSUE THE MATTER FURTHER AND WAS NOT SUGGESTING THATTHE JUDGE SHOULD NOT LONGER PRESIDE OVER THE TRIAL.

2/20--EG757PES
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SIRHAN 2/21 NX
DAY LD

BY JACK V. FOX
LOS ANGELES (UPI) -SIRHAN B. SIRHAN IS WILLING TO GO TO PRISON

FOR LIFE BUT DOES NOT WANT TO TAKE HIS CHANCES WITH A JURY OF

GOING TO THE GAS CHAMBER.
THE ADMITTED KILLER OF SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY OFFERED TO PLEAD

GUILTY TO A CHARGE OF FIRST DEGREE MURDER PROVIDED HE HAD THE ASSURANCE

THERE WOULD BE NO DEATH PENALTY
SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE HERBERT V. WALKER REJECTED THE "COMPROMISE"

AND ORDERED THE TRIAL TO PROCEED.
THE "PLEA BARGAINING" WAS OFFICIALLY CONFIRMED THURSDAY WHEN THE

JUDGE MADE PUBLIC THE TRANSCRIPT OF A SECRET SESSION IN HIS CHAMBERS

AT WHICH DEFENSE COUNSEL GRANT COOPER ASKED FOR A MISTRIAL BECAUSE OF

NEWS STORIES OF THE OFFER TO PLEAD GUILTY,
WALKER DENIED THE MOTION. THE JUDGE ALSO REVEALED THAT HE PERSONALLY

WAS THE SOURCE OF SOME OF THE INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROPOSED CHANGE OF

PLEA. COOPER CHARGED WALKER Z TH "MISCONDUCT" B

WALKER DENIED THE MOTION. THE JUDGE ALSO REVEALED THAT HE PERSONALLY

WAS THE SOURCE OF SOME OF THE INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROPOSED CHANGE OF

LEA. COOPER CHARGED WALKER WITH "MISCONDUCT" BUT SAID HE

ERTAINLY WOULD NOT ATTEMPT TO HAVE THE VETERAN JURIST REMOVED FROM

EARING THE REMAINDER OF THE TRIAL
TODAY THE JURY WAS HEARING ABOUT THE SEIZURE OF NOTEBOOKS AT THE

SIRHAN HOME INCLUDING AN ENTRY: "ROBERTF. KENNEDY MUST BE ASSASSINATED

BEFORE JUNE 5, 1968." KENNEDY DIED 15 INUTES AFTER MIDNIGHT ON JUNE

5.
SUCH AN ENTRY WOULD HELP ESTABLIS PREMEDITATION BY SIRHAN IN

THE KILLING OF KENNEDY WHO HAD ADVOCATED ARMING THE STATE OF

ISRAEL IN ITS DEFENSE AGAINST SURROUNDING ARAB STATES.
THE DEFENSE CONTENDS THE DOCUMENTS VERE OBTAINED WITHOUT A SEARCH

WARRANT AND WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF SIRKAN.
THURSDAY AFTERNOON WALKER MADE PUBLIC THE TRANSO62-587-A

CLOSED SESSION.
IT REVEALED THAT THE JUDGE HIMSELF WAS THE SOU NOT RECORDED THE

INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE LOS ANGELES TIMES TRANSCRIPT46
QUOTED WALKER AS SAYING: FEB 27 1969

"WELL, LET ME SAY THAT I GAVE SOME OF THAT INFORMATION OUT MYSELF.
I TOLD THEM THE PLEA HAD BEEN OFFERED AND I HAD D. THE BUT

HAT I WOULD TAKE A PLEA ON FIRST DEGREE (MURDER) AND THAT THE JURY

OULD TRY THE PENALTY.
"I FELT IT HAD LEAKED OUT, THE OTHER HALF, AND I WANTED THEM TO

HAVE THE WHOLE OF THAT, # WALKER SAID IN THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE SESSION.
"I ASSIGN (CHARGE) YOUR HONOR DOING THAT AS MISCONDUCT, COOPER

SAID.
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BUT AFTER COURT RECESSED THURSDAY, COOPER TOLD NEWSMEN HE WAS
USING A TECHNICAL TERM. INDICATING ME FELT THE JUDGE WAS IN ERROR.
COOPER SAID HE HAD NO DESIRE TO PURSUE THE MATTER FURTHER AND WAS
NOT SUGGESTING WALKER SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM PRESIDING OVER THE TRIAL.

THE TRANSCRIPT ALSO REVEALED THAT SIBHAN PERSONALLY WANTED TO

|
ENTER THE GUILTY PLEA.

"HE DID WANT TO ENTER A PLEA TO FIRST DEGREE MURDER WITH LIFE
(IMPRISONMENT AS THE PENALTY), BUT HE DIDN'T WANT TO ENTER A PLEA WITH
THE SUGGESTION I MADE AS THE RECORD INDICATED. # WALKER SAID.

BOTH DEFENSE AND PROSECUTION DENIED THEY WERE THE SOURCE OF THE
ORIGINAL STORY, CARRIED IN THE TIMES A MONTH AGO, THAT A POSSIBLE
"DEAL" WAS IN THE OFFING.

COOPER SAID IT WAS HIS OPINION THE LEAK CAME FROM DIST. ATTY.
EVELLE J. YOUNGER. HE OBJECTED STRENUOUSLY TO THE TRANSCRIPT OF
THURSDAY MORNING'S SESSION BEING RELEASED. "IT SPREADS LIKE RIPPLES
GOING OUT, COOPER SAID. "YOUR VERY DEJECTIVE IS TO FEED IT.

DEPUTY DIST. ATTY. LYNN COMPTON SAID HE DID NOT SEE ANY REASON
WHY SUCH MATTERS SHOULD BE KEPT SECRET FROM THE PRESS, BUT COOPER
SHOT BACK. "PLEA BARGAINING ALWAYS IS SECRET.

THE JUDGE NOTED THE SESSION THURSDAY WAS NOT CONCERNED WITH PLEA
BARGAINING AND HE RULED IT SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO NEWSMEN.
WITH THE JURY LOCKED UP IN A HOTEL WHERE THEIR NEWSPAPERS. RADIO AND
TELEVISION WERE CENSORED OF ALL REFERENCES TO THE TRIAL, IT WOULD BE

COOPER SAID THEY WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY TEARN OF IT WHEN THEY
WERE VISITED BY THEIR HUSBANDS OR WIVES DURING THE WEEKEND.

EARLIER IN THE DAY, COO PER CROSS=EXAMINED A POLICE OFFICER FOR
AM HOUR AND SUGGESTED HE WAS LYING ABOUT GIVING SIRHAN A
SOBRIETY TEST.

OFFICER TRAVIS WHITE WAS ONE OF THE POLICEMEN WHO TOOK SIRHAN
TO THE STATION SHORTLY AFTER THE SHOCTING OF KENNEDY IN A PANTRY OF
THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL.

UNDER DIRECT EXAMINATION WHITE TESTIFIED HE SHONE A FLASHLIGH
INTO SIRHAN'S EYES AT THE STATION AND HIS PUPILS RETRACTED QUICKLY,
AS WAS NORMAL IN A PERSON WHO WAS SOBIR

THE DEFENSE CONTENDS SIRHAN WAS INTOXICATED AT THE TIME OF THE
ASSASSINATION AND HIS DRINKING WAS A FACTOR IN PUTTING HIM IN SORT OF
A TRANCE

COOPER BORE DOWN ON WHITE, WHO HAS BEEN ON THE FORCE ONLY TWO

YEARS, AND DREW FROM THE OFFICER A NUFFER OF CONTRADICTIONS ABOUT
WHERE AND WHEN THE EYE TEST WAS GIVENT FINALLY COOPER ANGRILY
CHALLENGED THE WITNESS:

"AS A MATTER OF FACT YOU DIDN'T EVER GIVE HIM AN EYE EXAMINATION
DID YOU?"

"YES, I DID, WHITE ANSWERED.
THE OFFICER MAINTAINED THAT SIRHAN SHOWED NO SIGNS OF

INTOXICATION SUCH AS ALCOHOLIC BREATH. WEAVING OR LACK OF BALANCE
AND IT WAS HIS OPINION SIRHAN WAS NOT UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF LIQUOR.
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Prison Protection Will Pose a Problem
By Dave Larsen accused of murdering Sen.

Los Angeles Times Robert F. Kennedy is sen-

LOS ANGELES-In a pris- tenced to a life in incarcera-

on, the most common tool for tion, how can he possibly be
murder is a homemade shiv- kept from harm? safetyquite often a bedspring which California prison officials
has been sharpened on a cell
floor. were reluctant to speculate on

Sirhan's future as such, but
The victim is usually an they disclosed the steps that fileanonymous convict and the have been taken regardingcrime usually receives little other convicts whose back-

outside attention. Last year it grounds or personalities indi-
happened 14 times in Califor- cate the advisability of provid- Kensaltnia prisons alone. ing them with protection.

Suppose an internationally "Protection cases aren't un-
known convict showed up who common," said Philip Guthrie,
had murdered a presidential information officer for the De-

candidate. partment of Corrections.
Associated Press To be specific about it, if "They include informers, in-

SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN
the defense of Sirhan Bishara mates who we think might be The Washington Post
Sirhan prevails and the man targets of the aggressive Lom- Times Herald

maximum security case?
The Washington Daily News

The Evening Star (Washington)
osexuals, and former law en- should he receive a sentence cause of the nature of his
forcement officers." of life imprisonment. crime, however, the minimum The Sunday Star (Washington)

For instance, Jack Kirschke, The typical stay is six security facilities are regarded Daily News (New York)

the former Los Angeles weeks. During that time the by Department of Corrections
County deputy district attor- convict is given aptitude tests, officials as unlikely.

Sunday News (New York)

ney who was convicted of mur- psychiatric tests (if they are Guthrie said no special
New York Post

dering his wife and her boy indicated) and a history of his preparations have been made The New York Times

friend, is considered a special life is compiled. anywhere for Sirhan, although The Sun (Baltimore)
case. With this and other informa- he said there have been dis-

Kirschke couldn't be thrown tion in hand-such as how cussions about how he might The Daily World

in with other men whose much of a security risk the in- be handled at the reception The New Leader

plight is due to his work as a mate is likely to be-the re- center. The Wall Street Journal
prosecutor. For this reason, he ception center staff forwards In addition to Folsom and
has been assigned perma- to the director of corrections a

The National Observer
San Quentin, the medium-se-

nently to clerical duties at the recommendation of which fa- curity prisons have maximum- People's World

reception center of the Cali- cility he should be assigned to. security arrangements within Examiner (Washington)
fornia Institution for Men at There are 11 prisons for them.
Chino. He lives with other ed- men in California, ranging in "For example, we have lim-
ucated inmates who are felt security from minimum to ited access units where alman's
to be of stable natures. maximum. movements are closely con-

The Chino reception center Theoretically, Sirhan could trolled," said Guthrie. Date 2/21/69
will be Sirhan's first stop, be sent to any of the 11. Be- The most stringent kind of
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protection :for a prisoner A transition for Sirhan Holmes
would be to put him in that might be from constant/lockup Gandytype of unit and, in effect, to a special assignment which
keep him under almost round-
the-clock lockup, even feeding would put him in contact with
him in his cell. only a select group of Inmates

of the 28,600 persons now and under supervision of staff
doing time in State prisons, members only.
not many get this kind of For example, the might be
treatment. Those who do are made a janitor in a prison hos-
mostly criminals considered pital - but in an area. which
too dangerous to be allowed to would keep him from contact
circulate with others. with the general population of

Although no prison official the institution.
would say as much, this is the Sirhan might even be sent
type of treatment regarded as to the facility at Tracy, where
likely for Sirhan- at least in there is a special unif consist-
the beginning. ing entirely of protection"It isn't uncommon for a cases. Those men - labout 20
protection case to be eventu- of them - live together and
ally allowed into a regular in- go to their jobs together, al-
stitution routine." ways under an escort.
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JuryTold SirhanWasNotDrun
By George Lardner ets tin an interrogation room made the motion in protest

Washington Post Staff Writer about eight minutes later.
porters that it "was:" a story

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 20-A Cooper unloaded, stressing
against a front page Los An- that the Judge gave out Xy

that the patrolman never men- geles Times story this morn- Walker was reported the
mustachioed patrolman said
today that Sirhan Bishara Sir-

tioned the eye test in any re- ing, datching up with what
Times last week as beingain

ports until an interview with a
clined to accept a guilty/plea

than showed no signs of intoxi-
other newspapers reported if it were offered! This was

cation after shooting Sen. Rob- superior officer last August. last week. The headlines: incorrect.

ert F. Kennedy, but the officer From there, the Defense At- "Possibility of Guilty Plea by Judge Walker denied the

acknowledged that the Jorda- torney jumped to a Sept. 13 Sirhan Now Appears Remote." new motion for a mistrial on

nian's eyes were "not com- deposition Whitegave to The story attributed this to the grounds that the jurors

pletely normal."
Chief Defense investigator Mi- Superior Court Judge Walk- have already been sequestered

Officer Travis White, one of chael A. McCowan. er's "insistence that the jury in a downtown hotel where

two patrolmen who hustled In State of Terror
determine any penalty" at Sir- their newspapers are cen-

Sirhan out of the Ambassador
han's murder trial. sored. The defense contended,

Hotel, made the admission
On the ride to the police sta- The source of the story was unsuccessfully, that Aheir

under persistent cross-exami-
tion, White said of Sirhan not identified. During a re-
then, "he was still almost in a

spouses might tell them, bout
nation by Chief Defense Coun-

cess, however, Defense Coun the story when they visi the

sel Grant B. Cooper.
state of terror." The patrol- sel Emile Zola Berman told re- jurors on weekends.

White said he felt Sirhan
man also said then that he

was simply frightened after
coldn't recall for sure just The Washington Post

being rushed past a gauntlet
where he gave Sirhan the eye Times Herald

of outraged Kennedy support-
test, and, of its results, said

ers. only that the suspect's pupils
The Washington Daily News

The officer's testimony
were "very near normal." The Evening Star (Washington)

under prodding by Cooper,
"I meant to checkh ,im The Sunday Star (Washington)

however, was a turnabout on (again) later after he was able

several points from what he
to calm down," White also said

Daily News (New York)

had just told the prosecution.
in the Sept. 13 deposition, "Dut Sunday News (New York)

The defense claims that Sir- I was never able to." New York Post

han killed Kennedy in a psy-
On the witness stand today,

the patrolman insisted that
The New York Times

chotic, drunken state which
made him only dimly aware of Sirhan was "much calmer" at The Sun (Baltimore)

what he rasidoing.
at the hotel but he admitted The Daily World

Called to the witness stand
that his eyes "were still in a The New Leader

by theprosecution, White said somewhat excited state."
that he gave Sirhan a quick "You attribute that to The Wall Street Journal

eye examination after taking fright?" Cooper demanded. The National Observer

him to an interrogation room White said he did, insisting
at the Ramparts police station that he meant to test Sirhan

People's World

last June 5. again only "ofr a double
check" of his initial conclusion 62-587-A Examiner (Washington)

Checked With Light that liquor was not involved.
Using a flashlight, he said, "As a matter of fact," NOT RECORDED

he checked Sirhan's eyes, then Cooper suddenly challenged, Date
those of his partner, Rookie "you didn't give him any eye 46 FEB 27 1969 2/21/69
Patrolman Arthur Placencial examination that morning, Mid
for comparison. White said h you?"
darkened the room for the test "Yes, I did," White said, visi-
so that the pupils of their eyes bly surprised by the question.
would open wide. Under nor-
mal circumstances, they would

Mistrial Motion Denied Manythen contract rapidly under a His questioning began after
flashlight. a closed, 40-minute session in

Sirhan's eyes, White told Superior Court Judge Herbert
Prosecutor David N. Fitts V. Walker's chambers at which 59 MAR 3- 1969
"contracted quickly They he denied a motion for a

grew smaller." So did Placen- mistrial, a step usually made
cia's, From that, he said, he in open court. Neither judge
concluded that Sirhan was not for lawyers for either side of
intoxicated. The young immi- fered an explanation for the
grant, he added, showed no unusual procedure, or even
other signs of drunkenness. mentioned the motion, as they

Placencia, on the other filed into open court.
hand, testified after a grueling The transcript, however,
cross-examination earlier in was made public later. Cooper
the week that Sirhan's eyes
were "real wide" and didn't
react to his flashlight. The
rookie said he gave Sirhan his
own flashlight test in the pa-
trol car on the way to the po-
lice station. White was driv-
ing.
Calmed Down Quickly

Cooper led White into a
minute-by-minute account of
the arrest. The officer, whohas
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LOS ANGELES, Feb. 21 (UPI)- Sirhan B. Sir- Gandy
han is willing to go to prison for life but he does
not want to take his chances with a jury of going
to the gas chamber.

The admitted killer of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy Kensaltoffered to plead guilty to a charge of first degree
murder provided he had the assurance there
would be no death penalty.

Superior court judge Herbert V. Walker reject- H.Airsz
ed the "compromise" and ordered the trial to
proceed.

The "plea bargaining" was officially confirmed Liluyesterday when the judge made public the tran-
script of a secret session in his chambers at
which defense counsel Grant Cooper asked for a
mistrial because of news stories of the offer to
plead guilty.

Judge Walker denied the motion. The judge
also revealed that he personally was the source
of some of the information about the proposed
change of plea. Mr. Cooper charged Judge Walk-
er with "misconduct" but said he certainly would The Washington Post
not attempt_ to have the veteran jurist removed Times Herald
from hearing the remainder of the trial.

Today the jury was hearing about the seizure of
The Washington Daily News 7

notebooks at the Sirhan home including an entry:
The Evening Star (Washington)

"Robert F. Kennedy must be assassinated before The Sunday Star (Washington)
June 5, 1968." Sen. Kennedy died 15 minutes after Daily News (New York)
midnight on June 5.

Sunday News (New York)
Such an entry would help establish premedita- New York Post

tion by Sirhan in the killing of Sen. Kennedy who
had advocated arming the state of Israel in its The New York Times

defense against surrounding Arab states. The Sun (Baltimore)
The defense contends the documents were ob- The Daily World

tained without a search warrant and without the The New Leader
permission of Sirhan.

Thursday afternoon Judge Walker made public The Wall Street Journal
the transcript of the closed session. The National Observer

It revealed that the judge himself was the People's World
source of some of the information contained in
the Los Angeles Times story. The transcript quot-

Examiner (Washington)

ed Judge Walker as saying:
"Well, let me say that I gave some of that

information myself. I told them the plea had been
offered and I had refused the plea but that I Date trilegwould take a plea on first degree (murder) and
that the jury could try the penalty.

"I felt it had leaked out, the other half, and I 62-587-A
wanted them to have the whole of that," Judge
Walker said in the transcript of the session.

NOT RECORDED
"I assign (charge) your honor doing as as mis-

conduct," Mr. Cooper said.
46 FEB 27 1969

59 MAR 3- 1969
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of some of the information about the proposed 
change of plea. Mr. Cooper charged Judge Walk­
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permission of Sirhan. · -
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the transcript of the closed session, 

It revealed that the judge himself was the 
1 source of ,some- of the information contained in 

the Los Angeles Times story,'The transcript quot• 
ed. Judge Walker as saying: 

"Well, let me say that I gave some of that 
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"I felt it had leaked' out, the other half., and I 
wanted them to have the whole of that," Judge 
Walker said in the transcript of the session. 

"I assign (charge) your honor doing as as mis-
5) 
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irhan Was Fully Composed
os ANGELES (AP) - Au- at Sirhan, pinning him against a
: George Plimpton says he steam table. Others piled on at
ed the courage to look at the same time - Roosevelt
g Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, Grier, football player, decathlon theinstead lunged against the champion Rafer Johnson and
ator's assailant, a man he Jack Gallivan, Kennedy advance
cribes as "composed and man.
ceful." Sirhan was still firing at that
My eyes were solely on the time. Od of the defendant which had
gun," Plimpton testified yes- Hard to Get Gun

lay at the trial of Sirhan Bis- On cross-examination, defense Ransalt
a Sirhan, charged with Ken- attorney Emile Zola Berman
y's murder. asked: "Was it an easy task to
He struck me as enormously get the gun away from him?"
aposed," Plimpton said of the A. No. Because, as I say, there
ng Jordanian who has been were so many hands
ured as disturbed with Ken-
y for supporting Israel. The Q. Didn't he show great
ator was shot shortly after strength? The Washington Post
night last June 5 in the flush A. I think it surprised us that Times Herald
is California presidential pri- we couldn't get the gun so easi-

ry victory. ly.
The Washington Daily News

GEORGE PLIMPTON
The rest of us, given this Later, Plimpton said, "he was The Evening Star (Washington) 48
den tragedy, were not com- very strong for such a small The Sunday Star (Washington)
ed," said Plimpton of Sirhan. support to the defense conten- man."

tion that shooting gave Sirhan Daily News (New York)
e seemed almost like the eye The 33rd prosecution witness
the center of a hurricane, "a strange sense of release." was on the stand as the fourth Sunday News (New York)

posed and peaceful. Did he look back after he day of the testimony ended. New York Post
heard the shots, John E. How- David N. Fitts, one of the

'Sense of Release' The New York Times
ard, a prosecutor, asked Plimp- state's attorneys, indicated that

He seemed purged." ton. only about 20 more prosecution The Sun (Baltimore)
ne of the 16 prosecution wit- "I didn't have the courage to witnesses will be called - thus The Daily World
ses who described the chaotic look back in that direction," sharply shortening the trial, The New Leadere when Kennedy and five Plimpton said quietly. Plimp- which had been estimated to last
rs were shot in the Ambas- ton's book "Paper Lion" is three months. The Wall Street Journal
or Hotel pantry, Plimpton's about his adventures with the The defense has said its wit- The National Observer
ount was perhaps the most Detroit Lions in which he - a ness list is small, consisting
matic. People's World

tall, slightly built man takes mostly of testimony by Sirhan,
Ithough he was called by the part in pro football scrimmages. his mother and brother, and sev- Examiner (Washington)
secution, his testimony lent Plimpton said he flung himself eral psychiatrists.
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PLIMPTON DESCRIBES SHOOTING Gandy

Sirhan: Eye of the Hurricane
LOS ANGELES, Feb. 20 ((UPD) - Sirhan B. Today the state called a series of witnesses,

Sirhan was "like the eye in the center of a hurri- mainly police officers, in the net it is drawing
cane" moments after Sen. Robert F. Kennedy around the 24-year-old Arab immigrant.
was shot in a crowded-hot pantry, said author One point that may come up is the defense
George Plimpton. objection to introduction as evidence of notebooks give"He struck me as enormously composed. The found in Sirhan's home in which he had written:
rest of us, given this sudden turmoil, were not "Robert Kennedy must be assassinated before

composed," Mr. Plimpton testified for the prose- June 5, 1968." Sen. Kennedy was mortally wound-
cution yesterday at Sirhan's trial for murder. ed at 12:11 a.m. on June 5.

"His reaction in a hurricane of sound and feel- The défense contends the seizure of the "diary"
ing seemed like the eye in the center of a hurri- was illegal and without a search warrant.
cane. He seemed purged." GUN ADVICE

In a fortress-like courtroom, Mr. Plimpton used
those words to describe his impression of Sirhan

Another witness told the jury that Sirhan fired

B. Sirhan after shooting Sen. Robert F. Kennedy
more than 300 rounds during five hours at a
target range on the day before Sen. Kennedy'sand being pinned down on a steam table in a death and told another mah his gun was suffi- The Washington Post

pantry of the Ambassador Hotel. Times Herald
cient to "kill a dog."

HELPED SUBDUE SIRHAN The Washington Daily News 13
Michael Saccoman who was also practicing

Mr. Plimpton was one of those who subdued with his pistol, said he talked with Sirhan for 45
The Evening Star (Washington)

Sirhan. He flew here from the east to testify at minutes and observed he had seven or eight box- The Sunday Star (Washington)
the trial and a bit of the Kennedy flavor came es: of bullets containing 50 shells apiece. Daily News (New York)
back for a moment as he talked in a Bostonian

Mr. Saccoman said Sirhan told him he planned Sunday News (New York)
accent and pronounced the word "saw" as
sawr the same way JFK and RFK did: to go.on a hunting trip. New York Post

New York attorney Emile Zola Berman asked "I told him that hunting with a pistol was The New York Times

Mr. Plimpton whether he saw Sen. Kennedy lying against the law Mr. Saccoman said. The Sun (Baltimore)

on the floor 'He asked me why and I told him that was
The Daily World

"I didn't have the courage to look, Mr. Plimp- because of its lack of accuracy. And he said, I The New Leader

fon said don't know about that-it will kill a dog.
The Wall Street Journal

The National Observer

People's World

Examiner (Washington)
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LOS ANGELES, Feb. 20 (IUPD) - Sirhan B. 
,Sirhan was "like the eye· in the' center, of a hurrj­
cane" moments after ,Sen. Robert F .. Kennedy 
Was stiot in ,a I crowded ,hotel pantry, said author 
G:e,orge Plimpton. · 

"He struck me as enotmimsiy compose'd. The 
-.,rest of ·us, given· this sudden turmoil, were riot 

composed," Mr .. Plimpton testified for the prose-' 
cuHon yesterday 11.t Sirhan's trial fo;r murder. 

''Bis reaction'. in- a hurricane of.sound.aiid'feel­
ing ,see~ed lilre· the eye in the_ centef of a hurri­
cane. He seeined purged." 

In a fortre~s~like ~01,.1rtroom, 'Mr._ -PliµiPton uSed 
those wordS to d¢scribe }tHrimpression of'Sirhan 
B. Sirhan alq,r'shooting Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 
and being pinned 4own on ;i, steam table in a 
pantry o! lhe Ambassador Hotel. 

. · 11.Ei~ED susouE smHAN 

( 

, Today ,the state called a series of -~itnesses, 
mainly police officers, in the net it is drawing 
around the 24-year~old Arab-immigrant. 

One point that may come up is the defense 
objection to in_troduction as evidence of notebociks· 
found in. ~irhiln's ',hqme· -in w4ich'h~ Pad written: 
.. 'Robert Kennedy',must '"be assassinated before 
June· 5, 196~.'' Sen. Kennedy was· ID.orlally wotmd­
ed atJ2:ll a.m. on June a, 

The d6fense contends the seizllre of the "diary"· 
was illegal and w~thou~ a search .warr,ant. - ., 

GUN ADVICE. 
Anolh~r witnesi told the jury that Sirhan fired 

tnore than 300 1".0Unds during five 4qurs ·at. ·a-
target range on the day befofe Sen. Kenne~y's 
de':i:th and .told another mah his gun was suffi­
cient to 1~kill a dogY 
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By George Lardner Jr. Tele. Room
'A Melee of People'

Washington Post Staff Writer Holmes
LOS ANGELES, Feb. 19- All he could see, Plimpton

said, was "a melee of people Gandy
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan seemed

by the first serving table"
"purged" and strangely com- where Kennedy had fallen.
posed moments after shooting Prosecutor John E. Howard
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy in the interrupted. "Did you see the

Senator?" He asked Plimpton.Ambassador Hotel, an eyewit- "No," Plimpton said. "I did
ness for the prosecution testi- not have enough courage to
fied today. look back in that direction.

Author George Plimpton My eyes were solely on the

gripped the courtroom with hands of the defendant which

the account as he. told of help-
held the gun."

Catching himself in mid- FILEing wrestle the gun out of Sir-
step, Plimpton jumped onto

han's hands and holding him the steam table that Sirhan
until police arrived. was by now jammed against, now that

"He struck me, as com- his gun hand on top of the

pared- to the rest of us, as table. Eventually, ex-pro foot-
ball tackle "Rosey" Grier took

enormously composed," Plimp- it away from the slender Kansactton said. "His reaction seemed young man under the pile-up.
startling. In the midst of this
hurricane of sound and feel- Sirhan Strong
ing, he seemed almost the eye Getting hold of it, Plimpton The Washington Post

the eye in the center of a Times Herald A-8
said, "was difficult because

hurricane, peaceful and com- The Washington Daily News
posed.

there were SO many hands

struggling for it and Mr. The Evening Star (Washington)"He seemed purged."
The recollections poured out Grier's finger was in the trig- The Sunday Star (Washington)

of Plimpton in a virtual stream ger guard." Daily News (New York)
of consciousness. Sirhan's law Defense counsel Emile Zola Sunday News (New York)
yers were delighted.

They contend that Sirhan Berman pointed out that New York Post

is a sick and "obsessed" mystic Plimpton had told police just The New York Times
who assassinated Kennedy in after the shooting that Sirhan

"was very strong for such a The Sun (Baltimore)
a compulsive trance that left
him incapable of premeditated small man." The Daily World

murder. The author acknowledged The New Leader
Plimpton, a Kennedy family it. Despite the other encum- The Wall Street Journal

friend, told first of listening brances, "I think it surprised
to the New York Senator ad- us that we could not move The National Observer

dress his wildly cheering sup- the gun easily," he said. The People's World
porters in the Embassy Room 5-foot-2 Sirhan weighed only Examiner (Washington)at the Ambassador, then mov- 112 pounds at the time of the
ing ahead of him into a back- slaying.
stage pantry. After the frail-looking ArabTie set askew by a micro- FEB 20 1969

was subdued, Plimpton stood
phone around his neck, the Date

by, helping Grier and others
tall, darkhaired writer said he
was about 12 to 15 feet in hold him until police arrived.

Sirhan's eyes, Plimpton went 62 - 587-Afront of the Democratic Presi-
dential candidate when "a se- on, were "enormously peace-

ful." All he heard the suspect NOT RECORDED
ries of sharp, popping sounds"
broke out. say was, at one point, "You're

hurting my leg." 46 FEB 27 1969
Prosecutors kept their

thoughts about Plimpton's

59 MAR 3- 1969 testimony to themselves, butit seemed plain that they did
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gripped the courtroom with hands of the defendant which

the account as he. told of help-
held the gun."

Catching himself in mid- FILEing wrestle the gun out of Sir-
step, Plimpton jumped onto

han's hands and holding him the steam table that Sirhan
until police arrived. was by now jammed against, now that

"He struck me, as com- his gun hand on top of the

pared- to the rest of us, as table. Eventually, ex-pro foot-
ball tackle "Rosey" Grier took

enormously composed," Plimp- it away from the slender Kansactton said. "His reaction seemed young man under the pile-up.
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ing, he seemed almost the eye Getting hold of it, Plimpton The Washington Post
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The-.recollections poured out 
of Plimpton ill.a virtual.stream 
of ·conscfousnesS/ S:irhan~s law­
yers· Were delighte'd. 

They contend that Sirhan 
is a •sick and "obseSsed" mystic 
who assassinated Kennedy" in 
a -.compulsive tra_nce that Jeft 
him ·incapable of- premeditated 
murder. 

1 

Plimpton, a K~nnedy family 
friend, told first of' listening 
to the New York Senator ad­
dress his wildly cheering sup­
'P·0rters in the Embassy Room 

1tlt the AmbaSsador, then mov­
ing ahead· of hill,1 into a· back­
stage pantry. 
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Sirhan she testified, spent
not regard it as a plus for about 30 minutes calmly teach Montellan and Carrena left
their side.

ing her how to shoot. "He told the gun range around 1:45
Plimpton was preceded at

the witness stand by bearded me," she added, "that the p.m. "Sirhan," Montellano
said, "was still there."

Schrade, the United mini-mags. (the bullets Sirhan
Auto Workers official who was had) were better then what I 'Could Kill a Dog'
shot in the forehead by one was using." Bespectacled Michael A.of the bullets that was fired Sirhan's day on the gun Saccoman, 22, of Monrovia, noafter Kennedy was struck.

range is a crucial element of ticed him next. He noticed the"I heard a crackling like
electricity," he said. "I saw the prosecution's contention mini-mags, too.
some flashes I thought we that Kennedy's death was cal- "I asked him why he was
were all being electrocuted. I

culated, cold-blooded murder (using that ammunition for tar-began shaking and falling."
The UAW leader said. that rather than a last-minute de- get practice," Saccoman said.

was the last thing he was cision made in a trance-like "That type is used for hunt-
laware of until he regained stupor. (ing. He said he didn't know
consciousness on the pantry Today's testimony could cut much about guns and that wasfloor. both ways. Several witnesses

said they saw Sirhan on the the type of ammunition theySirhan Lent Gun
range firing away furiously sold him."

On the witness stand earlier, with the expensive and deadly Sirhan, Saccoman said, alsoa miniskirted blond testified "mini-mags" that are ill-suited said that he "was going to gohow the 24-year-old Sirhan had for target practice. But the on a hunting trip.
graciously lent her his gun young Arab immigrant also let "I said, 'that's against thejust a few hours before the several people, including Mrs. law because it's a pistolassassination. Williams and her husband, because of the (lack of) accu-Shapely Claudia Williams, handle his pistol without ap- racy.' And he said, 'I don't26, said she ran into Sirhan at parent concern. know about that. It could killthe San Gabriel Valley Gun
Club where she had gone, she On Range at 11:30 a.m. a dog.'

Sirhan's paper target, theexplained, to try out a little The first witness, David witness added, was riddled.22-caliber revolver her hus- Montellano, indicated that Sir- with about 100 holes clusteredband had given her for Christ han was already on the gun around the bullseye.mas: range at 11:30 a.m. last June 4 "Most of the shots wereSirhan struck her as a when Montellano arrived with close together and in the blackpretty good marksman, she a friend, Henry A. Carreon. of the target." he said. "Thesaid. "There was a gentleman in
"He went and shot my gun the last stall- next to (the gun target had also been patched

and I shot his," she said. His club's) office," Montellano said up I would say he was a
shots were "very close to the He was firing very fast as good shot."
center of the target." fast as you could pull the trig- Saccoman thought less ofDressed in a neon orange ger." Sirhan's gun. He called it "adress with her hair done in a Chief defense counsel Grant
towering bouffant, Mrs. Wil- B. Cooper handed him the piece of junk" in comparison
liams, who waits on tables at a with his own. "It had a small
Temple City strip club, told death weapon and called for a barrel and black plasticthe courtroom she struck up a demonstration. The "click- grips," he recalled, "and a
chat. with Sirhan after having click-click" of the empty .22 very cheap finish."
trouble with her own revolver. puncutated the silence of the Sirhan was still practicing"I couldn't pull the trigger," courtroom as Montellano rapid-fire shooting from "a
she said. "So I asked him. pulled the trigger in split-sec- slight crouch" when Saccoman
There were only the two of us ond sequence. first saw him. But then he
out there." Montellano had a rifle with slowed down. Saccoman said

Husband Ronald, however, him on the range but eventu- they chatted for about 45 min-
was nearby, practicing on an ally he walked over to the pis- utes, on and off, before he left
adjacent range with his 30-30 tol range where Sirhan was. the gun range about 2:45 p.m.
rifle. For the Williamses, it "I wanted to find out what The trial moved on like a
was simply a California family kind of a gun he was shoot- whirlwind. Prosecutors How-
outing. He works as a milk- ing," he said. "I thought it was ard and David N. Fitts called
man. She works at the Briar a .38. He said, 'No, it's a .22.' I 15 witnesses. to the stand to-
Patch which its manager de- was surprised." day. Sirhan's attorneys cross
scribes as "a sophisticated At Sirhan's feet, Montellano examined only a few.
nightclub. You need a jacket said, were some 400 spent In fact, the State gave one
to come in." brass bullet casings. Six empty of its own witnesses. the hard.

boxes of bullets, including two est time. Larry Arnot, formerCrucial Element
mini-mag cartons, were lying salesman at the Lock, Stock 'n

Mrs. Williams said Sirhan on the bench of his firing Barrel Shop in suburban San
was alone on the pistol range stall. He was puzzled that Sir- Gabriel, got the going over

when he was called to tes-"firing rapidly" with his .22 han was using mini-mags, or
caliber Iver-Johnson when she "hollow points," which spread
began trying to fire her out on impact. Unlike others,

Montellano was not impressedweapon shortly after 4 p.m. with Sihan's accuracy. "He
stated he wasn't shooting too
good that day," Montellano
testified.

Sirhan she testified, spent
not regard it as a plus for about 30 minutes calmly teach Montellan and Carrena left
their side.

ing her how to shoot. "He told the gun range around 1:45
Plimpton was preceded at

the witness stand by bearded me," she added, "that the p.m. "Sirhan," Montellano
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shot in the forehead by one was using." Bespectacled Michael A.of the bullets that was fired Sirhan's day on the gun Saccoman, 22, of Monrovia, noafter Kennedy was struck.
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electricity," he said. "I saw the prosecution's contention mini-mags, too.
some flashes I thought we that Kennedy's death was cal- "I asked him why he was
were all being electrocuted. I

culated, cold-blooded murder (using that ammunition for tar-began shaking and falling."
The UAW leader said. that rather than a last-minute de- get practice," Saccoman said.

was the last thing he was cision made in a trance-like "That type is used for hunt-
laware of until he regained stupor. (ing. He said he didn't know
consciousness on the pantry Today's testimony could cut much about guns and that wasfloor. both ways. Several witnesses

said they saw Sirhan on the the type of ammunition theySirhan Lent Gun
range firing away furiously sold him."

On the witness stand earlier, with the expensive and deadly Sirhan, Saccoman said, alsoa miniskirted blond testified "mini-mags" that are ill-suited said that he "was going to gohow the 24-year-old Sirhan had for target practice. But the on a hunting trip.
graciously lent her his gun young Arab immigrant also let "I said, 'that's against thejust a few hours before the several people, including Mrs. law because it's a pistolassassination. Williams and her husband, because of the (lack of) accu-Shapely Claudia Williams, handle his pistol without ap- racy.' And he said, 'I don't26, said she ran into Sirhan at parent concern. know about that. It could killthe San Gabriel Valley Gun
Club where she had gone, she On Range at 11:30 a.m. a dog.'

Sirhan's paper target, theexplained, to try out a little The first witness, David witness added, was riddled.22-caliber revolver her hus- Montellano, indicated that Sir- with about 100 holes clusteredband had given her for Christ han was already on the gun around the bullseye.mas: range at 11:30 a.m. last June 4 "Most of the shots wereSirhan struck her as a when Montellano arrived with close together and in the blackpretty good marksman, she a friend, Henry A. Carreon. of the target." he said. "Thesaid. "There was a gentleman in
"He went and shot my gun the last stall- next to (the gun target had also been patched

and I shot his," she said. His club's) office," Montellano said up I would say he was a
shots were "very close to the He was firing very fast as good shot."
center of the target." fast as you could pull the trig- Saccoman thought less ofDressed in a neon orange ger." Sirhan's gun. He called it "adress with her hair done in a Chief defense counsel Grant
towering bouffant, Mrs. Wil- B. Cooper handed him the piece of junk" in comparison
liams, who waits on tables at a with his own. "It had a small
Temple City strip club, told death weapon and called for a barrel and black plasticthe courtroom she struck up a demonstration. The "click- grips," he recalled, "and a
chat. with Sirhan after having click-click" of the empty .22 very cheap finish."
trouble with her own revolver. puncutated the silence of the Sirhan was still practicing"I couldn't pull the trigger," courtroom as Montellano rapid-fire shooting from "a
she said. "So I asked him. pulled the trigger in split-sec- slight crouch" when Saccoman
There were only the two of us ond sequence. first saw him. But then he
out there." Montellano had a rifle with slowed down. Saccoman said

Husband Ronald, however, him on the range but eventu- they chatted for about 45 min-
was nearby, practicing on an ally he walked over to the pis- utes, on and off, before he left
adjacent range with his 30-30 tol range where Sirhan was. the gun range about 2:45 p.m.
rifle. For the Williamses, it "I wanted to find out what The trial moved on like a
was simply a California family kind of a gun he was shoot- whirlwind. Prosecutors How-
outing. He works as a milk- ing," he said. "I thought it was ard and David N. Fitts called
man. She works at the Briar a .38. He said, 'No, it's a .22.' I 15 witnesses. to the stand to-
Patch which its manager de- was surprised." day. Sirhan's attorneys cross
scribes as "a sophisticated At Sirhan's feet, Montellano examined only a few.
nightclub. You need a jacket said, were some 400 spent In fact, the State gave one
to come in." brass bullet casings. Six empty of its own witnesses. the hard.

boxes of bullets, including two est time. Larry Arnot, formerCrucial Element
mini-mag cartons, were lying salesman at the Lock, Stock 'n

Mrs. Williams said Sirhan on the bench of his firing Barrel Shop in suburban San
was alone on the pistol range stall. He was puzzled that Sir- Gabriel, got the going over

when he was called to tes-"firing rapidly" with his .22 han was using mini-mags, or
caliber Iver-Johnson when she "hollow points," which spread
began trying to fire her out on impact. Unlike others,

Montellano was not impressedweapon shortly after 4 p.m. with Sihan's accuracy. "He
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no,t r<,8ard ,it as a Pl""' for 
trieir side. 

Plirr_ipton- was ppeceded at 
the Witness 'stalid bY bearded 
P au I Schrade; the United 
Auto-·workers offiCial 'who was 
Shot in the, forehead by one 
lof the bullets that was fired 
afte_r K¢nnedy was s'truck. 

"I heard' a crac~ling - like 
electricity;" .he .said. "I saw 
some, flashes •.. I thougl!t we 
were all bejng electrocuted. I 
began shaking and falling." 

The UAW leader said that 
was the last thlng .he ·was 
aware of until - ·he ·regained 
consciouSness. on the -pantrY 
floor. ' 

Sirhan Lent Gun 
Op. t_lte witness stand earlier1 

a miniskirted blond. testified· 
how the 24-year-old Sirhan, had 
gracioul?iY If!nt her his g·un 
just a. few hour~. befoie the 
assassination. 

Shapely Claudia Williams, 
26, said she ran info Birhan. ·at 
the San Gabriel Valley Gun 
. Club where .she had gone1 she 
·eXplained, fo try out a little 
.22-c81iber· revolver her· 'hus­
band had given her, for Christ­
mas; 

Sirhan 'Struck her as a 
pretty good marksman, she , 
said'. 

"He went and shot my gun \ 
;me::\ .I shot hi:s;'' ·she. said'. His 
shots were "very close to the 
center. of the tar'g:et." 

Dressed,'in a neon orange 
dress with her 'hair ·d6ne 'in a 
ioWe.tj.ng bouff;mt, Mr~. wn~ 
IJams, who waits'·on tables at a 
Temple City strjp club, told 
the .courtroom ~he struck up-~ 
chat with Sirhan after·having, 
trouble With her own revolver. 

"I couldn't pull tqe trigg'er," 
she- :said. ''So I asked him. 
There were only· the ~a of us 
out there." 

Husband. Ronald, however, 
was nearby, pra,cticing on 8-:ri 
adjacent range, with his .80-30 
rifle~ ·Fo.r: the ·Williamses, it' 
Was siJ11ply a. Californi~ ,f_ainily 
outing; He works as _a !llilk­
man. Slie works at the Briar 
Patch Which _ifs ma_nager de­
scribes a_s "a sophisticated 
nightclub. You, need a jacket 
to, come· in." 

f r~ci~l Element 
]__ Mrs. W£11ianis said Sirhan 
was alone .. on; the plstol range 
"firing rapidly" with his .22-
calib~.r Iver-J0hnson wh;-~ :she 
began trying to fil"e ~e·:r;­
rweB.pon shortly after '4-. n.m. 

.. 
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$khan she testified, sp_ertt 
about 30 niin\ites calmly feach~­
Jng her 1Jow to sh9:ot. "'He told 
·me,', ~he add_ed,. uth:i,t the 
mini.mags, (th~ bullets Silihan, 
hadj were better then what. I, 
. Was.using." 

Sirhart'.1:? day on the gun 
range_ is a crucial element of 
the, prosecution's contention 
that Kennedy's death was cal- 1 

l
culated, cold-blooded -.murder 
rather than a last-minute de­
fcision inade .in .a franCe~like j 
!stupor. · · 

I TodaY!s testimony could cut 
both ·ways, Several witnesses: 
said they saw Sirhan on the 
fran_ge ~iring- away furfoµsly 
with the· expensive ·and deadly 
"mini-mags" tha't are ill-suited, 
for· target practice. ·But the 
ypung Arab imlµi$"I'ant. also· let 
seVe:ral people; inrilU.ding Mrs., 1

1 

Williams and her husband, 
handle his pistol withou\ ap­
parent concerp. 

On: Range at 11:30 a.m . 

The first' witness,, David 
Montellano, indicated that Sir­
han Was 'illready· on the gun_ 
range at. 11:30 a;m. last Ju:p.e 4 
when 'Montellano arriv•ed with 

,'a friend, Hellry A. Carreon. 
"There was a gentleman in 

the last staU next to ,(the gun , 
club's) -office," _Montellano said 
He was firh1g very ·fast ... as 
fast as you could pull the trig­
ger." 

bhiE!f defense counsel Grant 
B. ',Cooper hB.nd~g' }1.int ~her 

ahcli we.ipon and .called for al 
demonstration. .The "click­
click-click" of the empty. :22 
pu_ncutatt:;!d the silence, of- fhe 
courtroom as· Montellano 
pulled the trigger in sput,sec­
ond sequence. 

Montellano had a rifle with 
him on the range but eventu­
ally he walked-o_ver-tq.the p_is­
ol range Where Sirhan was. 

"I' w~nted to' ·-firtd out what 
kind of a gup. .he was shoot­
ing,"'he said. "I thought·it was 
a .!38. He.said, 11 'No, -it's ·a .22fI 
W~s SUfPrised." 

At Sirhan's-feet, fy'(ontellano 
.!!!aid, were som_e 400 s;pent 
brass buUet- casings. Six empty 
boxes of- bullets,. including two 
mini-mag cartons, we're lying 
on the beµch of ]1.is firi_ng 
stall. He 'was, puzzled that Sir­
han_ was using mini•mags, 'Or 
41nonow points," which_·spread 
9ut on impact. Unlike others 
Monte_llano, was not lmpressed 
with Sihan's acc;uraCY. "He 
stated he· w~sn't shooting too 
goof½.-.1he.t day," Moh'tellanO 
testified. 

• 

n~no.aQ.d Cat;;teon foft 
the gun range a.round 1:45 
_p.m. '\Sµ"han," Montellano 
saia, "was still there." 
'Could. Kill a no~' 

Bespectacled Michael A . 
Saccoman, 22, of Monrovia, no­
ticed' him next. He _rioticed the 
mjni0mag,s, too. 

"t asked him, Why he wa_s· 
using that ammunition for tar­
get practice," S~ccoman said. 
"That type is used Jor hunt­
ing. He ·said .he 4idn't know 
JJ].uch about guns· and that was 
the type of ainmunit!Cm tb,ey­
sold him." 

S_irhan, Saccoman said, also 
said that he 11was going to g(), 
on ·a hu:p.ting trip. 

"I said,1 'thaes against the 
laW because 'it's a_ p_is_tol .• , 
Pecau~e of th~ (lack of)- accu­
racy.' And he said, 1I don't 
know about that. It could klll 
a dog-/-" ·- -

Sirha11:'s paper target, the 
,witness ·added, was· riddled 
with about 100 holes clustered 
around the buUseye. 

~•Most of the shots wer•e·, 
(jlos1 to7ethet and ih t•- •-• • 
of t e arget-," be s-a;...i " 
iarget" bad also been patched, 
up . . . I W{)lild say lie was a: 
good,shot." 

Saccoman thotight less of 

l 
Sirhan's guq.. He called it "a 
piece. ·of junk" ln cQii1p~risbn 
with his -oWn. "It had a sma:ll 
barrel ,and black plastiG 
grips;" h,_e _ recalled, "and a 
very,cheap .finish."' 

'Sirhan was still ·practicil)g 
raPicHire shooting front "a 
sliiht Crouch" wijell, Saccoman 
first saw him. BU.t theh he 
Slowed down. Saccoma:h saidt 
they ,chattect .for about 45 min.' 
utes,. on and· oft', .Qefo.r~ he left' 
th~ gun-range- about.2:4Q p.m. 

The trial moved on like a 
w_lilrlwind. Prosecutors :ijQW~ 
ar<l aind David N. Fitts Called 
15 witnesses. to 'bhe stand to­
d~Y- Sir'han's attorneys crass­
exa·mineg only a few. 

In fact, 'UJ:e State gave one 
of its own witnesses, the ·hard .• 
eS-t .time. Larey Arnot, former 
salesman at. th~ Lock, Stock 'n 
Barrel Shop in sublll'ha-n Sall. 
r< .. 1-....:e1 got the g-oi-- -·--· 

..... called to tes-




