


WELEPHONE CALLS FROM THE SIRILAN HOME

Investigators reviewed telephone company records of long distance

and multi-message unit calls originating from the telephone at

the Sirhan residence. The phone was listed in the name of Adel

Sirhan.

The calls made between November 6, 1967 and July 1, 1968, were

examined and the recipient of each call was identified and

interviewed. A total-of 168 calls were recorded during this

period, sixteen were long distance and the remainder were multi

message unit. All sixteen long distance calls were between the

Sirhan residence and the work locations of Eileen Murphy, Adel

Sirhan's fiance. Thirty-five of the message unit calls were to

her Los Angeles address.

The remainder of the calls were routine business or social calls

made by the Sirhan brothers. Investigators found no evidence

that the telephone calls from the Sirhan residence were related

to the assassination.
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GUN SHOP INVESTIGATIONS

To obtain information regarding the possible purchase of ammuni

tion by Sirhan, twenty-one gun shops and sporting goods stores

were checked in the San Gabriel Valley area.

These locations were chosen on the basis of their proximity to

the Sirhan'.residencp and the San Gabriel Valley Gun Club. Pro

prietors and employees were shown mug photos of Sirhan and

asked if they had seen or knew anything about this person. All

results were negative.

- Those interviewed stated that it was impossible for them to

remember any one person due to the number of people that purchase

.22 caliber ammunition. The following is a list of all gun shops

and sporting goods stores contacted.

Holiday House
877 East Colorado Blvd. Sportsmen's Den
Pasadena 5011 York Blvd.

Pasadena

Noren Sporting Goods Verdugo Hardware
333 East Colorado Blvd. 3516 Eagle Rock
Pasadena Eagle Rock

Hollywood Sporting Goods Garvey Hardware Inc.
99 East Colorado Blvd. 122 West Garvey
Pasadena Monterey Park

Alta Sports Eagle Rock Sporting Goods
8958 Hunt Dr. 4985 Eagle Rock
San Gabriel Eagle Rock

Big "5" Sporting Goods Parry's Sporting Goods
3719 East Colorado Blvd. 8828 Valley Blvd.
Pasadena Rosemead
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Harry-W. Sanford Firearms Sports World'
2480 East Colorado 2477 Huntington Dr.
Pasadena San Marino
(formerly located at
2620 East Colorado)

Eastern Firearms Corporation Scott"s Sporting Goods
790 South Arroyo Parkway 145 East Garvey
Pasadena Monterey Park

Jackman's Sporting Goods Anderson's Sporting Goods
7109 North Figueroa 1412 South Baldwin
Los Angeles Arcadia

Bain & Davis Sporting Goods Army & Navy Store
559 West Las Tunas Dr. -240 West Main St.
San Gabriel Alhambra

Jeff's Sporting Goods Max West Sporting Goods
303 East Valley Blvd. 129 West Main St.
San Gabriel Alhambra

Bill's Marine & Ski Shop
6087 York Blvd.
Los Angeles
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LEGAL PROCESSES

. On June 5, 1968, at 7:08 a.m., Sirhan Sirhan was arraigned in

Division 40, Los Angeles Municipal Court, by Judge Joan Dempsey

Klein. Sirhan was represented by L.A. County Public Defender

Richard Buckley and Deputy District Attorney John Howard appeared

for the prosecution. Sirhan identified himself as John Doe.

The complaint alleged a violation of six counts of 217 P.C.,

Assault with Intent to Commit Murder. Bail was set at $250.000.

- Grand Jury Indictment on June 7th

On June 7, 1968, at 9 a.m., the Los Angeles County Grand Jury

began receiving testimony for a murder indictment against Sirhan

B. Sirhan. The twenty-two member jury was called to order and

given the defendant's name. They were advised that Sirhan had

shot Senator Robert F. Kennedy and five other individuals on

June 5, 1968, at approximately 12:20 a.m. Senator Kennedy died

1:44 a.m., the following morning. The jurors were asked if any

were prevented from rendering an impartial or prejudiced finding.

There was no response and all twenty-two jurors remained.

Twenty-three witnesses were called and testified. Deputy Dist

rict Attorneys John Howard, Morio L. Fukuto and John W. Miner

represented the Office of the District Attorney. The proceedings

were concluded at 3:52 p.m. At 4:25 p.m., the Grand Jury appeared

in Department 100 of the Superior Court before the Honorable

Arthur L. Alarcon, Judge Presiding. The court determined that

the indictment was a true bill and ordered a bench warrant to

be issued, no bail. The jurors, court clerks, court stenographer
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and transcribors were admonished not to discuss the case.

At the request of the court, A. L. Wirin, Chief Counsel of the

American Civil Liberties Union, was present as an official

observer at these proceedings, for the purpose of witnessing the

manner in which the constitutional and procedural rights of the

defendant were obeyed and preserved. Deputy District Attorney

John Howard informed the court that the defendant was in custody

at the Sheriff's medical facility in the Los Angeles County

Central Jail. Howard also stated that he had been informed that

there was a security risk in connection with the defendant.

The court ordered a recess in order to reconvene in a special

session of Department 100 at a temporary courtroom provided by

the Los Angeles County Sheriff at the Los Angeles County Central

Jail.

At 5:45 p.m., Department 100 reconvened. The People were rep

resented by Howard, Fukuto and Daniel R. Johnson, Deputy District

Attorneys. The defendant was present and represented by Richard

S. Buckley, Public Defender and Wilbur F. Littlefield, Chief

Trial Deputy Public Defender. Wirin was also present at the

court's request as an observer and officer of the court. Sirhan

was informed that an indictment had been returned charging him

with murder and five counts of Assault With a Deadly Weapon.

With Intent to Commit Murder. Sirhan informed the court that

he did not have the funds to hire an attorney. The court appointed

the Public Defender and noted.the presence of Buckley and

Littlefield. The defendant's constitutional rights were read,

and he was asked if he had any questions. He replied, "No, sir."
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Howard informed the court that Buckley had received the original

copy of the indictment. The formal charge was then read by

Howard. Buckley informed the court that he was assigning

Littlefield to handle the case. Littlefield informed the court

that the defendant was not ready to enter a plea at this time.

Littlefield requested two psychiatrists be appointed for the

purpose of ascertaining Sirhan's mental condition at the time

of the offenses and at the present time. Dr. Eric Marcus and

Dr. Edward Stainbrook were appointed.

Wirin addressed the court as to his observations June 5th

through June 7th. He had followed the court proceedings with

great concern and opined that the court had fully accorded all

of Sirhan's constitutional rights. He stated that Buckley

advised him June 5, 1968, that Sirhan had requested an attorney

from the American Civil Liberties Union. Wirin stated he coun

selled Sirhan on several occasions between June 5th and June 7th.

This was solely to advise Sirhan of his constitutional rights,

particularly in connection with the right to counsel. Wirin

stated that the District Attorney, Evelle J. Younger, his staff;

the Public Defender, Richard S. Buckley, his staff; the Chief of

Police, Thomas Reddin; and.Sheriff Peter Pitchess had shown

determination in protecting Sirhan's rights, granting every

reasonable request made by Sirhan.

Judge Alarcon then issued an order prohibiting any party con

nected with the lawsuit from making extra judiciary statements,

releasing any evidence, documents, or exhibits. The order exempted

witnesses who might discuss any matter with an attorney of record
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or his agent. It also excluded from the order certain minimum

information such as quotations from public records, results of

judicial proceedings and limited facts concerning the offense

and the arrest. The matter was continued for pleading until

June 28, 1968.

Court Appearance of June 28th

On June 28, 1968, at 9 a.m.,*Department 100 of the Superior

Court, Judge Richard Schauer presiding, convened in the audi

torium of the Los Angeles County Central Jail in a temporary

courtroom. Russell E. Parsons appeared for Sirhan in place of

the Public Defender and submitted a signed substitution accepting

the responsibility. The motion to substitute was granted. The

People were represented by District Attorney Evelle J. Younger,

Deputy District Attorneys David Fitts and John Howard. Parsons

informed the court that Sirhan was not ready to plead and requested

a three-week continuance. He also informed the court that Dr.

Edward Stainbrook, one of the two court appointed psychiatrists,

had declined to act. Dr. George Y. Abe was then appointed by

the court. The matter was continued until July 19, 1968, at 9 a.m.

July 19th - Continuance Granted, Motion'to Modify Alarcon Admontion

On July 19, 1968, 9 a.m., Department 100 convened in the Hall of

Justice, using special courtroom facility in the jail portion of

the building on the 13th floor. District Attorney Younger,

Deputy District Attorney Lynn Compton appeared for the People,

and Parsons represented Sirhan. Parsons indicated he was not

ready to plead since Dr. Marcus and Dr. Abe had not completed

their reports and the court concurred that the defense had
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reasonable grounds for a continuance. Younger made a notice

- of motion to vacate or modify the order of June 7, .1968, con

cerning publicity. Parsons indicated he opposed such a motion.

The proceedings were then continued until August 2, 1968.

Alarcon Admonition Extended, Sirhan Pleads Not Guilty

On August 2, 1968, 9 a.m., Department 100 was called to order by

Judge Richard Schauer in the temporary courtroom on the thir

teenth floor. Judicial notice was taken of Sirhan, Parsons,

Younger, Fitts and Howard. Wirin and Fred Ocrand appeared as

amicus curiae (friends of the court) and submitted briefs on the

- motion to vacate or modify the order restricting publicity.

Younger indicated that the fundamental concepts of the Consti

tution allows the people to know as much as possible about the

way the government is performing. The attention given in the

press insofar as any criminal case is concerned does not neces

sarily mean that there is prejudice involved. The District

Attorney should be permitted to answer in the public interest

and in some cases the defendant's own interest, but questions

cannot be answered under the present order. The following

. questions were cited:

1. Are you going to call a coroner or Mrs. Robert Kennedy

or Roosevelt Grier?

2. Was there-a conspiracy to assassinate Senator-Kennedy?

.Is there any Foreign Government connected with the

assassination?

3. Was there more than one gun fired?

4. 'Any evidence that the brothers were involved in this?
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The court made the following observation. "Who is to judge

. whether a certain comment is prejudicial? I would make that

judgement after the statement was made. Initially the person

who makes the comment would have to make the judgement as to

whether it was prejudicial or not. If I decide after the fact,

and correctly, that it was prejudicial when it was made, I am

deciding too late." Arguments were concluded, and the court

denied the motion. Parsons indicated that Sirhan was ready to

plead. Fitts read the bharges, followed by a Not Guilty plea

- by Sirhan which was concurred by Parsons. The trial date was

set for November 1, 1968, at 9 a.m. The judge stated he would

designate the trial court and assignment at a later date. Pro

ceedings were continued to October 4, 1968, at 9 a.m., in

Department 100.

District Attorney Appeals Ruling on Alarcon Admonition

On September 10, 1968, District Attorney Evelle Younger submitted

to the State Court of Appeal a request that the Court Order

limiting publicity in the Sirhan Case be modified. On September

0 25, 1968, the California State Court of Appeals denied the

petition.

Location of Trial and Trial Judge Designated

On September 19, 1968, Judge Richard Schauer, of the Master

Calendar Criminal Department, selected Superior Court Judge

Herbert V. Walker as the Trial Magistrate. Schauer designated

Department 107, Room 832, Hall of Justice, as the courtroom.

Motion'for Continuance and Suppression of -Evidence

On October 4, 1968, Judge Richard'Schauer convened in Department.
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100-A, in the makeshift courtroom on the thirteenth floor of

the Hall of Justice. Russell Parsons represented Sirhan and

Lynn Compton, John Howard and David Fitts appeared for the Beople.

Parsons requested that the trial dated of November 1, 1968, be

postponed. Judge Schauer set October 14, 1968, as the date for

a hearing on the motion for continuance and on motions to sup

press evidence. The proceedings were continued until October 14,

1968.

Discovery Motion Granted, Trial Continued to December 9th

On October 14, 1968, court was convened by Judge Herbert V.

Walker in Department 100-A. Sirhan and Parsons were present.

Representing the People were Compton, Howard and Fitts. Three

motions were before the court:

(1) Motion for Discovery.

(2) Motion for Continuance.

(3) Motion for Suppression of Evidence.

The motion for discovery was granted and Fitts surrendered 111

statements of prospective witnesses, six transcripts of inter

views with Sirhan, and a seven-page report covering the acti

vities of Los Angeles police officers on June 5, 1968. Parsons's

request for a continuance of the trial date was granted and the

trial date was reset for December 9, 1968. Parsons requested

that a continuance be allowed until October 22nd as to the

14otion to Suppress, alleging that a key witness was out of the

state. The court granted the continuance, ordering the court

to reconvene in Department 100-A on October 22nd.

Motion to Suppress Denied

On October 22, 1968, at 9 a.m., Department 107-A was convened by
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Judge Herbert V. Walker on the thirteenth floor'in the Hall of

* Justice. Representing the People were Compton, Howard and Fitts.

* The defense was represented by Parsons. The order of business

under consideration was a motion by the defense to suppress

evidence taken from the Sirhan residence June 5, 1968. The

court indicated that the points-of authority submitted by the

defense and prosecution had been received. The defense contended

that-the search of the Sirhan home at 696 East Howard, Pasadena,

was illegal. Sirhan was not.present, had been arrested over

twelve miles from-the home and a search warrant was not obtained.

" The people offered'that the search was not unreasonable as the

officers had permission from Adel Sirhan, the oldest male

occupant residing at the home.

Sgt. William Brandt, Rampart Detectives, Los Angeles Police

Department, testified that he interviewed Adel Sirhan, June 5,

1968. Brandt determined that Adel Sirhan was the oldest brother

living at home and Sizhan's father was out of the country. Adel

Sirhan requested the officers not to contact his mother since

she was working and did not know of Sirhan's arrest. Brandt

asked Adel Sirhan if he objected to a search of the home and

Adel gave his consent. After directing officers to his home,

Adel 'unlockedthe door and led the officers through the house

including Sirhan Sirhan's room. A search of the bedroom revealed

two 8h by 11" notebooks, one 3" by 5" notebook, a U.S. Treasury

Department envelope and other various items. Each of the speci-

fically mentioned items had handwriting which later was identi

fied as belonging to Sirhan Sirhan.
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Officer D. A. Iodolo testified that he interviewee Munir

Sirhan at the Pasadena Police Department on June 5, 1968, and

received permission.to search the home.

Adel Sirhan, called by the defense, corroborated the testimony

of Brandt, in that, he gave officers permission to search. He

also testified that he requested officers not to notify his

mother, since phe was working and unaware of the arrest.

Munir Sirhan testified he had not given permission for the search.

Mary Sirhan testified for the defense. She identified Sirhan B.

Sirhan as her son. She was not contacted by the police and did

not give permission for the search. A Grant Deed was produced

by Mary Sirhan that indicated her name alone appeared on the

' deed since 1963. In 1962 Adel and Mary Sirhan's names appeared

on the deed.

Sgt. Gordon Harrison, called'by the prosecution, testified as

a rebuttal witness. He had a conversation with Munir Sirhan at

" the'Pasadena Police Department and received permission to search

the home. Judge Walker ruled that the motion by the defense to

-suppress was denied as the search was not unreasonable. Depart

ment 107-A was adjourned until December 9, 1968.

Attorney Grant Cooper Entered Case

On December 3, 1968, Attorney Grant B. Cooper appeared in

Department 107-A with the defendant and Attorney Parsons. Parsons

presented a motion which would allow Grant Cooper to become asso

ciated with the defense. The motion was granted and Cooper
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requested a continuance until January 7, 1969r The delay was

'to allow Cooper time to completely familarize himself with the

case. Cooper indicated that an attorney from New York, Emile

' ' Lola Berman, would also be assisting in the case. Cooper assured

- the court that the fact that Berman was entering the case at

. that late stage would not cause another delay.

On December 18, 1968, Berman officially entered the case. On

December 23, 1968, court reconvened and a motion for discovery

was made by the defense and was granted by the court. On

January 6, 1969, the first of the preliminary sessions of the

trial started.

ta
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REQUEST TO PARSONS FOR INTERVIEW OF SIRHIAN

On July 7, 1968, Sergeant L. Sandlin had a telephone conver

sation with Attorney Russell Parsons and made 'two requests:

(1) that the Sirhan brothers be viewed in a show up, and (2)

investigators be allowed to interview Sirhan B. Sirhan. The

show up would either eliminate or establish the possibility

that Sirhan was accompanied by one of his brothers at the time

some ammunition was purchased. The show up would be viewed by

employees of the Lock Stock 'N Barrel Gun Shop. Larry Arnot,

an employee there, recalled that he had sold some ammunition to

Sirhan and tenatively identified Munir Sirhan as being in the

store at the time.

Parsons indicated he would have to speak to the family before

he could give an answer to this request. He was asked if an

interview with Sirhan could be arranged. Parsons stated, "I

don't believe it's permissible for you to interview Sirhan at

this time. I don't believe a court would make an order. I'll

give it some thought and notify you within two days."

- On July 24, 1968, Sergeants Sandlin and T. Strong went to

-Parsons' office and reiterated their requests. Parsons quoted

Justice.Black of the United States Supreme Court as saying,

"A lawyer who permits his client to talk to the police isn't

worth his salt." Parsons stated he would talk to the Sirhan

family regarding the show up and give an answer after the week

end. Parsons has not contacted officers, and the requests were

not renewed.
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*EVENTS INVOLVING SIRHAN'S FAMILY

SINCE THE SHOOTING

On June 5, 1968, after Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was identified as
the suspect in the Robert Kennedy shooting, the Pasadena Police
Department stationed two uniformed officers at his residence,

696 East Howard Street. Security was provided to protect the
Sirhan family and prevent sightseers from gathering at that
location. Pasadena kept a 24-hour security detail at the
location and continued it until December 13, 1968, when they

"* considered the location secure enough to remove the officers.
An open phone line was then installed whereby the Sirhan family

could call directly to the police dispatcher for immediate

response to their call for assistance.

There were no incidents of violence perpetrated against the

Sirhan home during the first six months followingthe assassi
nation. The following incidents were reported involving the
members of the Sirhan family:1Robbery of Saidallah Sirhan

Threats Against the Family

Threat Against Sharif Sirhan

Freeway Shooting Incident

. Threatening Phone Call to Saidallah Sirhan

Threatening Letter from Vietnam

. Family Attorney Threatened

- A Letter to the Nixon Headquarters

Disturbance at the Sirhan Home

-683-

EVENTS INVOLVING SIRHAN'S FAMILY

SINCE THE SHOOTING

On June 5, 1968, after Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was identified as

the suspect in the Robert Kennedy shooting, the Pasadena Police
Department stationed two uniformed officers at his residence,
696 East Howard Street. Security was provided to protect the
Sirhan family and prevent sightseers from gathering at that
location. Pasadena kept a 24-hour security detail at the
location and continued it until December 13, 1968, when they
considered the location secure enough to remove the officers.
An open phone line was then installed whereby the Sirhan family
could call directly to the police dispatcher for immediate

response to their call for assistance.

There were no incidents of violence perpetrated against the
Sirhan home during the first six months following the assassi-
nation. The following incidents were reported involving the
members of the Sirhan family:

Robbery of Saidallah Sirhan

Threats Against the Family

Threat Against Sharif Sirhan

Freeway Shooting Incident

Threatening Phone Call to Saidallah Sirhan

Threatening Letter from Vietnam

Family Attorney Threatened

A Letter to the Nixon Headquarters

Disturbance at the Sirhan Home

-683-

EVENTS INVOLVING SIRHAN'S FAMILY

SINCE THE SHOOTING

On June 5, 1968, after Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was identified as

the suspect in the Robert Kennedy shooting, the Pasadena Police
Department stationed two uniformed officers at his residence,
696 East Howard Street. Security was provided to protect the
Sirhan family and prevent sightseers from gathering at that
location. Pasadena kept a 24-hour security detail at the
location and continued it until December 13, 1968, when they
considered the location secure enough to remove the officers.
An open phone line was then installed whereby the Sirhan family
could call directly to the police dispatcher for immediate

response to their call for assistance.

There were no incidents of violence perpetrated against the
Sirhan home during the first six months following the assassi-
nation. The following incidents were reported involving the
members of the Sirhan family:

Robbery of Saidallah Sirhan

Threats Against the Family

Threat Against Sharif Sirhan

Freeway Shooting Incident

Threatening Phone Call to Saidallah Sirhan

Threatening Letter from Vietnam

Family Attorney Threatened

A Letter to the Nixon Headquarters

Disturbance at the Sirhan Home

-683-



S S
Robbery of Saidallah Sirhan

On June 5, 1968, Saidallah Sirhan was living in an apartment

at 1659 North Lake Avenue. He was contacted that night by two

reporters from Life Magazine, Robert B. Kaiser and Howard

Bingham. le stated that they were very polite and requested a
photograph of him, which he refused to give them. The two

reporters completed the interview and left the residence without

- an incident.

At approximately 11:30 p.m. he heard someone kick on his front

door. He answered the door and just as he unlocked the screen,

the door was kicked open. A man rushed through the door and

struck Sirhan in the cheek with his fist and stated, "Damn it,

we're gonna kill all you Arabs." The man went into the living

'room, Sirhan sat down on the sofa and the man told him to calm

down.

The man stated, "If you don't give your photograph to Life,

we're gonna take it from you." He took a photograph of Sirhan

from a small table and walked out of the apartment. Another

man.was with the one who entered Sirhan's apartment, but he did

* not enter.

Sirhan stated that he could identify the man who entered his

house, but did not know who he was at that time. The only

description he could furnish of the man who remained outdoors

was that he was wearing glasses.

The Pasadena Police Department Crime Lab.examined the apartment
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at 1659 North Lake Avenue and determined the door lock to

have been forced open from the outside causing the bolt to be

separated from the.unit into which it slides. One latent print

was lifted from the exterior side of the inner screen door,

but has not been identified.

On July 6, 1968, Lt. G. W. Wright, Pasadena Police Department

investigator, found the two reporters who had interviewed

Saidallah Sirhan on the 5th. It was obvious to the Lieutenant

that these two men did.not fit the description of the robbery

suspects. Mr. Jordan Bonfante, Bureau Chief of Time-Life in

Los Angeles, denied all charges that any of his reporters were

involved in the case. Sirhan was contacted in an attempt to

gain further information regarding the suspects; and, at that

time he stated he did not"wish to press the issue any further

and desired the investigation be closed. The case was closed

at that time.

Threats Against the Sirhan Family

0 On June 20, 1968, the F.B.I. Special Agent in Charge, Wesley G.

Grapp, forwarded information to the Los Angeles Police Depart

ment that they had received an anonymous letter which stated

the following: "If Sirhan don't confess, we'll kill all his

family. His mother is next in line. We mean business." The

letters making up this threat were out out from newsprint and

placed on a page of the-National Police Gazette of June, 1968.

Threat Against Sharif Sirhan

On June 21, 1968, at 6:45 p.m., Frank Thornton, the gate guard
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at I.T.T. Cannon Electric Company, 3208 Humboldt Street, Los

Angeles, received a telephone call from an anonymous male

caller who sounded drunk. The caller stated, "Do you have a

swing shift working?" When Thornton answered in the affirma

tive, the caller stated, "Do you have Sirhan working?" Thornton

advised that he did not know the employees' names. The caller

stated, "You tell him I'll be waiting outside tonight and I'll

get him when he leaves." The caller then terminated 'the conver

sation. Frank Widman, Shift Superintendent, I.T.T. Cannon

Electric Company, notified the Police Department, and Officer

" A. S. Flores was dispatched at 10:30 p.m., June 21, 1968.

Flores' investigation disclosed that Sirhan was due to go off

shift at 1:00 a.m., June 22, 1968.

At 1:00 a.m. Officers W. Guiterrez, T. L. Russi and Sgt. L. J.

Sale escorted Sharif Sirhan from the premises. They first

examined his vehicle for possible explosive devices with nega

tive results. Sirhan'drove from the premises in his vehicle,

" and the officers followed him to the Pasadena City limits. No

unusual incidents occurred at the plant or on the freeway en

route to Pasadena.

Mr. Thornton additionally advised Mr. Widman that the caller

sounded like an employee of the plant by the name of Marine

Aguirre. The time cards were checked, and it was found that

Mr. Aguirre was not at work at the time of the call.

Aguirre was interviewed on June 26, 1968, regarding the telephone

threat against the life of Sharif Sirhan at I.T.T. Aguirre

-686-

at I.T.T. Cannon Electric Company, 3208 Humboldt Street, Los

Angeles, received a telephone call from an anonymous male

caller who sounded drunk. The caller stated, "DO you have a

swing shift working?" When Thornton answered in the affirma-

tive, the caller stated, "Do you have Sirhan working?" Thornton

advised that he did not know the employees' names. The caller

stated, "You tell him I'll be waiting outside tonight and I'11

get him when he leaves." The caller then terminated 'the conver-

sation. Frank Widman, Shift Superintendent, I.T.T. Cannon

Electric Company, notified the Police Department, and Officer

A. S. Flores was dispatched at 10:30 p.m., June 21, 1968.

Flores' investigation disclosed that Sirhan was due to go off
shift at 1:00 a.m., June 22, 1968.

At 1:00 a.m. Officers W. Guiterrez, T. L. Russi and Sgt. L. J.

Sale escorted Sharif Sirhan from the premises. They first
examined his vehicle for possible explosive devices with nega-

tive results. Sirhan drove from the premises in his vehicle,
and the officers followed him to the Pasadena City limits. No

unusual incidents occurred at the plant or on the freeway en

route to Pasadena.

Mr. Thornton additionally advised Mr. Widman that the caller
sounded like an employee of the plant by the name of Marine

Aguirre. The time cards were checked, and it was found that

Mr. Aguirre was not at work at the time of the call.

Aguirre was interviewed on June 26, 1968, regarding the telephone

threat against the life of Sharif Sirhan at I.T.T. Aguirre

-686-

at I.T.T. Cannon Electric Company, 3208 Humboldt Street, Los

Angeles, received a telephone call from an anonymous male

caller who sounded drunk. The caller stated, "DO you have a

swing shift working?" When Thornton answered in the affirma-

tive, the caller stated, "Do you have Sirhan working?" Thornton

advised that he did not know the employees' names. The caller

stated, "You tell him I'll be waiting outside tonight and I'11

get him when he leaves." The caller then terminated 'the conver-

sation. Frank Widman, Shift Superintendent, I.T.T. Cannon

Electric Company, notified the Police Department, and Officer

A. S. Flores was dispatched at 10:30 p.m., June 21, 1968.

Flores' investigation disclosed that Sirhan was due to go off
shift at 1:00 a.m., June 22, 1968.

At 1:00 a.m. Officers W. Guiterrez, T. L. Russi and Sgt. L. J.

Sale escorted Sharif Sirhan from the premises. They first
examined his vehicle for possible explosive devices with nega-

tive results. Sirhan drove from the premises in his vehicle,
and the officers followed him to the Pasadena City limits. No

unusual incidents occurred at the plant or on the freeway en

route to Pasadena.

Mr. Thornton additionally advised Mr. Widman that the caller
sounded like an employee of the plant by the name of Marine

Aguirre. The time cards were checked, and it was found that

Mr. Aguirre was not at work at the time of the call.

Aguirre was interviewed on June 26, 1968, regarding the telephone

threat against the life of Sharif Sirhan at I.T.T. Aguirre

-686-



0 . 0
denied making the threat; however, he admitted that he did not

report for work on Friday night, June 21. He stated he had

been out drinking and forgot to show up for his shift which was

scheduled to start at 4:30 p.m. Aguirre stated he had known

Sharif Sirhan for approximately three years and had lived in the

same hotel as Sharif for two and a half years. They have met

socially and on one occasion Sharif invited him to his mother's

home in Pasadena for dinner.

. Aguirre stated he neither likes nor dislikes Sharif; however,

he stated he was very upset when Senator Kennedy was assassi

nated. Aguirre repeated his denial of making the threatening

phone call, but refused to submit to a polygraph examination,

stating that he had submitted to one in the past and did not

-trust it.

Thornton stated that he was unable to positively identify the

voice on the telephone as being Aguirre's. There being no

further evidence at that time that Aguirre was the suspect, he

0 was-admonished regarding the seriousness of telephonic threats

and advised of the legal consequences of indulging in this type

of activity. No further incidents have been reported involving

the I.T.T. Electric Company.

Freeway Shooting Incident

On July 3, 1968, at 4:45 a.m., Saidallah Sirhan appeared at the

Pasadena Police Station and reported to the desk officer that

someone fired a gun at him while he drove his car on the

Pasadena Freeway. Sirhan gave the following account of the
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incidents

He went to Los Angeles at approximately 4:00 a.m. to contact

a writer associated with the Free Press, Lisa Williams, who

allegedly lived on 92nd or 93rd.Street. He was unable to

contact the writer and began his return to Pasadena. Prior,

to entering the tunnels on the outbound Pasadena Freeway, he

noticed a Chevrolet driving alongside of his car in the left

lane and a Volkswagen bus directly behind him. After'passing

through the tunnels, he moved to the center lane and found

himself beside the Chevrolet which was still driving in the

0 number one lane. The Volkswagen bus pulled into the number
* . I

three lane and drove beside Sirhan's car on his right side. He

traveled several miles in this manner and estimated his speed

at 55 miles per hour. The Volkswagen bus changed lanes

several times. It positioned itself behind his car, back on

the right side and continued changing back and forth in this

manner. When the three vehicles reached the Pasadena City

limits, the Chevrolet began crowding him from his left and the

Volkswagen bus began edging in from his right. Sirhan stated.

this appeared.to him to be a maneuver to cut him off.

He slowed down slightly to avoid colliding with one of the two

vehicles and noticed the driver of the Volkswagen bus pointing

a gun at him. The driver was holding the gun in his right hand

in front of his chest. When he observed the gun, he immediately

let go of the steering wheel and leaned over to the right and

lay down on the front seat. He heard gunshots and his right
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wind-wing was shattered by two bullets. At that time he let

go of the steering wheel and removed his .foot from the

accelerator. He remained in this position for approximately

ten seconds.

He sat up and regained control of his vehicle as he observed

the two vehicles exit the freeway via the Glenarm Street off

ramp. He reported the two vehicles entered the intersection

against a flashing red light without stopping. The Chevrolet

turned left and the Volkswagen turned right. Sirhan stated

that he drove directly to the Pasadena Police Station to report

the incident.

A follow-up investigation was.conducted by Pasadena Detective

Ben Hetherington and Los Angeles Police Officers R. C. Harris

and J. H. Shaw. This investigation began at approximately

10:00 a.m. on July 3, 1968. Sirhan accompanied investigators

and retraced his alleged route of travel. He stated to investi

gators that he did not stop from the time he left his residence

until the time he arrived at the Pasadena Police Station. With

an officer driving, Sirhan directed them to Los Angeles via the

Pasadena Freeway to a location in Hollywood near Virgil and

Beverly Boulevard; after a series of turns they returned to the

Pasadena Freeway from Hill Street. The investigators and Sirhan

continued the route to the Pasadena Police Station. Sirhan

instructed the investigators what speeds to drive, and at that

time it was determined that the entire trip took 55 minutes.

While retracing the route, Sirhan was questioned about any
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persons or vehicles he may have observed. He stated that he

did not talk to anyone during the trip, and the only vehicles

he could remember were those occupied by the alleged suspects.

Sirhan stated that he met the Free Press writer, Mrs. Williams,

at a sandal shop on Fair Oaks Avenue in Pasadena. He had visited

the shop several times and had been introduced to her by the shop

owner. He intended to talk to Mrs. Williams to have her write

a story about himself and his family. Sirhan stated that he

went to the location at 4:00 a.m. because he doesn't like to

move around during the day. He said that there were too many

people,on the street, and he felt safer at that hour. He stated

that he did not have an appointment with Mrs. Williams and that

he was not exactly sure what time it was when he left his

apartment. Sirhan stated he had spent the evening and early

morning hours prior to the trip at his home reading. He was

asked what caused him to anticipate finding Mrs. Williams at

4:00 a.m. He stated that he had telephoned the office of the

Free Press the afternoon of July 2 and had been given her address.

The address he was in possession of was 3410 Thetasol, and the

phone number was 254-0123. Sirhan stated that he was unable to

- contact the writer and was returning to his home when the

shooting incident occurred. Sirhan provided investigators with

a description of both vehicles and seven Caucasian suspects. The

descriptions of the suspects were vague,' and Sirhan was unable

to furnish any further information.

Sirhan was requested to take a polygraph examination to substan

tiate the facts of the incident. He agreed to the examination,
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and it was a nistered by Sgt. Frazer 0the Pasadena Police

Department. At the completion of the examination, Sgt. Frazer

expressed the opinion that on key questions Sirhan showed nega

tive and deceptive patterns and that he had been untruthful

regarding the incident. Sirhan'was reinterviewed and gave

permission for investigators to search his vehicle, garage and

apartment. During the search, investigators discovered a carrying

case for a United States Army carbine, a bandolier containing

empty carbine magazines and a cleaning rod for a .38 caliber

revolver. These items were booked by Pasadena Police Department.

0 Examination of Sirhan's Vehicle

Sirhan's vehicle, 1955 De Soto two-door, white with black primer

spots, 1968 California license QTP 455, was examined and officers

found two bullet holes in the upper portion of the right front

door wind-wing. One slug was found imbedded in the left door.

The other ricocheted off the left door, traveled upward striking

the top of the car and dropped onto a jacket lying on the floor.

Both projectiles were located and booked by the Pasadena Police

* Department. Glass fragments found inside the vehicle,

apparently from the broken window, were also collected and booked

as evidence.

Pasadena Police Department records were searched, and it was

found that Saidallah Sirhan reported the loss of a .38 caliber

revolver on March 31, 1966. In this report he stated that the

gun belonged to a friend, Abraham Alex, who had given it to him

to repair. He also stated that he may have inadvertently

discarded the weapon in the trash.
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The traffic signals at Glenarm Avenue and the Pasadena Freeway

are three-phase tri-color lights that operate on all phases

twenty-four hours a day. They are not set on a flashing phase

at any time. This information was stated to Sirhan, and he

again stated that these lights were flashing shortly after the

freeway shooting incident.

Interview with Mrs. Williams and David Shackett

On July 4, 1968, Elizabeth Gold, pen name Lisa Williams, was

interviewed by investigators. She stated that she met Saidallah

Sirhan in the first week of June at Dave's Sandal Shop on Fair

Oaks Avenue in Pasadena. She and Sirhan were both acquainted

with Dave, but she was not very familiar with Sirhan. She was

introduced to Sirhan by Dave and had a short conversation with

him about cooking rice. She doesn't remember mentioning to

Sirhan that she was a writer for the Free Press. She added that

she is not a staff member, but on occasion has written for the

publication. She stated she made no appointment with Saidallah

Sirhan and had no knowledge why he would attempt to contact her

at such an unusual hour.

David Shackett, the owner of Dave's Sandal Shop at 68 North

Fair Oaks Avenue was interviewed on July 5, 1968. He remembered

meeting Saidallah Sirhan at the sandal shop and introducing him

to Lisa Williams. le stated that he had talked with Sirhan

about Lisa Williams. One of these occasions was approximately

two weeks after the death of Senator Kennedy. During this conver

sation, Sirhan had informed Shackett that he wanted a book

written and wanted to know if Lisa Williams would write it for
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On Tuesday, July 2, 1968, Shackett received a phone call from

Saidallah Sirhan who stated-that he would like to meet Lisa

Williams and requested Shackett to accompany him and introduce

them. Shackett gave Sirhan the address and phone number of Lisa
Williams, but did not go with him. He did, however, check the

phone number he had given Sirhan and found that the phone had

been disconnected. In an effort to assist Sirhan in locating

Lisa Williams, Saidallah sent a telegram to the old address

asking her to contact him. He did not receive a reply and

learned later that he had sent it to the wrong address.

Witnesses Who Knew Saidallah Sirhan Had a Gun

Linda Massri was interviewed on July 4, 1968. She stated that

she had been a friend of the Sirhan family since they came to
the United States ten years ago. In 1965 while moving Saidallah

Sirhan from a Marengo Street address to a North Lake Street

address, she observed a rifle in Saidallah's apartment. She

0 was unable to further describe the weapon.

Investigators received information from Abraham Alex that he had
observed Saidallah with two guns, a .38 caliber revolver and an

unknown caliber chrome-plated revolver. Saidallah informed

Alex that both of these guns had once been stolen by Saidallah's

ex-girl-friend, Linda. One revolver had been recovered by

Pasadena Police Department and returned to Alex.

Robert Ritchey was interviewed on-July 5, 1968. He stated he

had seen Saidallah Sirhan with a .38 caliber revolver which had
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a four-inch barrel, and a rifle of unknown caliber. Ritchey

stated that at one time he received a threatening phone call

* from the ex-husbandof a good friend of his named Rosalie. The

ex-husband threatened to come to Pasadena and kill him. After

receiving the phone call, he phoned Saidallah and informed him

of the incident. Saidallah came to his apartment bringing a

.38 caliber revolver and approximately 15 rounds of ammunition.

Saidallah stayed at the Ritchey apartment with the pistol for

two days to give Ritchey protection in case Rosalie's ex-husband

arrived to cause trouble. The ex-husband did not appear at

Ritchey's apartment, and no police report was made of this

incident. Ritchey stated he had seen the rifle in the closet

of.Saidallah's apartment at 1659 North Lake Avenue.

- Investigation and Polygraph Exairhiation by -This Department

On July 5, 1968, Saidallah Sirhan was reinterviewed by Lt. E.

Hernandez. He stated that he had gone to sleep during the

evening of July 2, 1960, and had set his alarm for 4:00 a.m. on

0 July 3. He arose, drank a cup of tea and left his apartment

between 4:15 a.m. and 4:30 a.m. -Note: This information con

flicted with that given to investigators on July 3.

Sirhan accompanied Lt. Hernandez on a second drive over the

route taken on July 3. He instructed Lt. Hernandez concerning

the route and speeds to drive while en route. At the termina

tion of the trip, Lt. Hernandez noted that it required one hour

and twenty minutes to complete the course. The route was compared

with that taken by investigators on the 3rd and several
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discrepancies were noted, including the location of the

I shooting.

Sirhan was administered a second polygraph examination by Lt.

Hernandez at the Scientific Investigation Division of the Los

Angeles Police Department. The results of this examination

concurred with that of the examination conducted by the

Pasadena Police Department on July 3. The examination revealed

that the shooting did not occur on the freeway, that Sirhan had
possession of a .38 caliber revolver and that he fired the shots

into the vehicle himself. Saidallah Sirhan refused to disclose

the location of the revolver or admit fabricating the reported

incident.

On July 3,. 1968, Mary Valdez was interviewed by investigators.

At that time she stated she first met Saidallah Sirhan on
:Memorial Day in 1968. She stated that she and a friend were

hitchhiking on Lake Avenue, and as they walked past Saidallah

.Sirhan he was driving out of the driveway. He drove them to

the United Artist Theater on Colorado. During the ride to the

theater, Sirhan gave them his name and address.

The next time she saw Sirhan was two days after the shooting of
I
Senator Kennedy. She saw the picture of Sirhan Sirhan in the

newspapers and thought it was Saidallah Sirhan. She had met
im at his apartment. He mentioned to her that he was thinking

if moving to Arcadia because there were too many people around,
I
md a police guard was at his mother's house. Valdez advised

eirhan that he was welcome to go. to her apartment to rest if he
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wished to getaway from reporters and curiosity seekers. The

following week Sirhan asked Valdez if-he could have his laundry

done under her name to avoid publicity.

Valdez stated that she has seen Sirhan on the average of once

a week and had been to the family home three or four times since

the shooting. She stated she had been inside Sirhan's apartment

on Lake Avenue; however, she denied any intimate relationship

with him.

Valdez recalled that a couple of days prior to the freeway

shooting incident, Sirhan was at her apartment and asked her to

purchase some-.38 caliber bullets for him. He stated he was

reluctant to purchase them himself for fear that he would be

forced to leave his name in order to make the purchase. He did

not want to give the name Sirhan while purchasing ammunition and

felt that he would be required to show identification during the

transaction. He mentioned to Valdez that the guns carried by

police were powerful enough to penetrate an engine block. She

did not purchase any ammunition for him, but advised him that no

identification was required for the purchase of ammunition and

that he could do it himself. She has not seen him.in possession

of any guns; and, he had never stated to her that he did own a

gun, only that he wanted some .38 caliber ammunition.

Summary of Freeway Shooting Incident.

All evidence collected during the investigation tended to agree

on one point: that the shooting incident was a fabrication by

Saidallah Sirhan, and the shots were fired by him at a location
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other than the freeway.

Threatening Phone Call to Saidallah Sirhan

On July 4, 1968, Saidallah Sirhan was living at 1659 North Lake

Avenue, Apartment #7. He told investigators that at 9:20 a.m.

he received a phone call from an unknown person whom he des

cribed as a male with a tough voice. This person stated, "Hey

listen! You were lucky yesterday. We missed you, but we are

going to get you all at the trial." Sirhan stated he hung up

the telephone as soon as the suspect made the threat. He could

not identify the caller. At 9:40 a.m. the same day, Sirhan

moved to the family home at 696 East Howard Street. The

Pasadena Police Department furnished extra patrol at the Lake

Street location until Sirhan was able to move his furniture out

the following weekend.

Threatening Letter from Vietnam

*A letter was received at the White House mailing room, August 8,

1968, addressed to the President. It was purportedly sent from

"The Gang in Vietnam." The letter stated, "Mr. Johnson We,

The Gang in Vietnam Feel That it is Not To Safe To even back To

The United State because Everyone is getting Kill Back home, we

set and Listen To The News Every day, Today we heard That The

Assinate of Robert Kennedy had Plead No Guilty And Think That*

wrong because we have on The guy in The Gang who were Ther and

he saw it, So we fell if he is Freed one of us will Kill him

and anyone who get in our way, we hate To See A "INNOCENT" man

die For Nothing, So it best you are Some do SomeThing it And
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the following weekend.

Threatening Letter from Vietnam

A letter was received at the White House mailing room, August 8,

1968, addressed to the President. It was purportedly sent from

The Gang in Vietnam." The letter stated, "Mr. Johnson We,

The Gang in Vietnam Feel That it is Not To Safe To even back To

The United State because Everyone is getting Kill Back home, we

set and Listen To The News Every day, Today we heard That The

Assinate of Robert Kennedy had Plead No Guilty And Think That

wrong because we have on The guy in The Gang who were Ther and

he saw it, So we fell if he is Freed one of us will Kill him

and anyone who get in our way, we hate To See A "INNOCENT" man

die For Nothing, So it best you are Some do SomeThing it And
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Fast because Three of us will Leave here on the 1 of Nov The

- day his Trial Start, and one of us will get him some Kind of

way, Sign The Gangs."

The letter was forwarded to the Federal Bureau of Investigation

' and examined in the Crime Laboratory. On August 15, 1968, the

laboratory reported that handwriting in the letter had been

compared with handwriting received from other sources during

this investigation without effecting an identification. The

paper had no watermarks or other identifiable marks other than

a design printed at the top which appears on correspondence

paper usually available to members of the armed forces. This

letter is in F.B.I. files for possible later comparison.

Attorney Russell Parsons Threatened

Proxy Phone Service, answering service for Attorney Russell E.

Parsons, received a telephone message at 1:34 p.m. on September

2,.1968, from a person who identified himself as C. Sirhan.

The message stated, "Step out of case. If my brother is hurt,

you will be hurt, you will be hurt. I will kill you.'" Parsons

stated he did not wish to make a complaint based on the threat.

Michael McGowan, investigator for Parsons, stated that he had

received threats from both Saidallah and Sharif.

Note: None of the Sirhan brothers has a name beginning with a

C.

A Letter to the Nixon Headquarters

On October 25, 1968, a letter was received at the Nixon Head

quarters, Willard Hotel, Washington, D.C., with a return address
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of Sharif B. Sirhan, 696 East Howard Street, Pasadena,

California. The postmark indicated the letter had been mailed

from Pasadena, California, on the afternoon of October 23, 1968.

The letter consisted of a two-page typewritten document attacking

the'United States policy and involvement in the Mid-East crisis.

The final two paragraphs are worth mentioning solely on their

content:

"I have asked these questions to Senator Robert Kennedy in May

1968 but he ignored us and went on promising the Zionists with

jets so that he gets more votes to get to the White House, here

I find myself asking the same questions to you again. Please

do not force us to believe in political assassination which is

against our heritage and culture unless we are pressed from

you. Let it be clearly known that I have ordered and directed

my Palestinian Commandos to destroy every American Politician

- who supports or negotiates any kind of help to the Zionist

State. We are aware of Dayan's visit to the United States in

December 1968. This will be his last visit.

"I further more beg and ask again and again please do not make

us believe in political assassinations. And as I mentioned

above, I am willing to die for America as for Palestine. I

hate to see America destroyed by Zionism and Communism. We

think in America that we are above Communism and Zionism. The

truth is not that, but we-are lost in between.

'We thank-you for giving this matter the greatest consideration

hoping that you will be against the agressors (Zionists) for

I
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the sake of justice and the world peace, thank you. Sincerely

Yours, (Sharif B. Sirhan) Sharif Sirhan"

The United States Secret Service investigated this thinly

veiled threat against the life of the President-elect, Richard

M. Nixon. Sharif Sirhan denied to the Secret Service that he

wrote the letter or that he had any prior knowledge of it. He

refused to furnish the investigators with handwriting exemplars

to facilitate the comparison of the signature. During the

primary stages of the investigation, evidence indicated that

this letter was not written by Sharif Sirhan.

Disturbance at the Sirhan Home

Officer W. Saltsman,.Pasadena Police Department, was on the

security detail at the Sirhan home on November 1, 1968. At

2:10 p.m. Saidallah Sirhan approached the area on foot and con

fronted Officer Saltsman at the police vehicle, which was

parked in the driveway. He requested the officer to go to the

door and ask his mother to come outside. At this time Mrs. Mary

Sirhan, Saidallah's mother, exited the house and approached the

police unit. When she arrived in the area, Saidallah asked her

to give him some money and he added that he knew that she had

been receiving money from several Arabian church groups. Mrs.

Sirhan stated that she had received no money from anyone.

Saidallah replied that he had been advised by several people

within these church groups that money was being given to her

for the whole Sirhan family. He stated that he was entitled to

his share and that he was not going to leave the location until
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either she gade him some money or had him arrested. Mrs.

Sirhan again denied that she was receiving any money and

Saidallah stated, "I'll bust you right in the head." Mrs.

Sirhan refused to arrest her son for causing a disturbance,

and he was persuaded to leave the location to eliminate further

disturbance.
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REX WESTERFIELD

Article Entitled "Assassination

Rex Westerfield is the Western Regional Public Relations

Director for the John Birch Society. In June 1968, he authored

an article entitled "Assassination" which was printed in the

June edition of "The Review of the News" a weekly publication

of Correction Please, Inc., Belmont, Massachusetts. The

article alleged that the assassin of Senator'Robert F. Kennedy

was a pro-Communist and that the assassination itself was a

" Marxist conspiracy. Westerfield included a number of statements

purporting to prove the existence of a conspiracy. Westerfield

was interviewed on August 6, 1968, by the Los Angeles Police

Department regarding- certain statements contained in his

article.

Allegations

Westerfield was questioned about the following statements:

1. "In the frenzy that followed the Kennedy shooting, someone

0 mounted the rostrum in the Embassy Room and announced the

shooting was a right-wing plot." Westerfield had written

that the person who made the announcement was Stephen Smith,

brother-in-law of Robert Kennedy.

Westerfield actually had received this information from an

unnamed source and had not been present when this allegedly

occurred. His source told him that Smith was hysterical,

in shock, and that immediately after he made the statement

he was seized by his friends and removed from the rostrum.
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2. Westerfie had written that Sirhan 9 rhan's vehicleirn eil had
been observed parked near meetings of the W.E.B. Du Bois

Club. Westerfield actually had no personal knowledge.of

this. He quoted Mayor Yorty's News Conferences of June

5 and June 6, 1968, when the Mayor was alleged to have made

the above statements.

Westerfield was advised that the Du Bois Club in question

was next door to The Fez Cafe located at 1201 North Vermont

Avenue and that the vehicle observed parked in the vicinity

belonged to Adel Sirhan, an older brother of Sirhan Sirhan.

0 Adel, at that time, was employed ap The Fez Cafe as an oud

player. Westerfield did not question this information.

3. Westerfield had also alleged that on the night of June 5,

George Putnam, then a newscaster for television station

KTLA, had interviewed a postal employee who formerly

delivered Sirhan B. Sirhan's mail. During the interview

the postman allegedly stated he had delivered pro-Communist-.

and anti-American mail to Sirhan B. Sirhan. This mail

supposedly came from Jordan. The postman said he had

- advised his supervisor of this "andwas informed that'post

office authorities were aware of the situation.

Westerfield stated he did not know the names of the postman

or the supervisor, but that they would undoubtedly be in

the files of television station KTLA. lie further stated

he had based this item on his memory of what he heard on

Putnam's television program,-and that he had not personally
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interviewed either the postman or his supervisor.

4. Westerfield had written that Sirhan Sirhan and Lee Harvey

Oswald were Socialists and that both had declared them

selves Marxists. Westerfield stated he actually had no

evidence to confirm the allegation regarding Sirhan Sirhan.

He had formed this opinion after hearing about some of the

entries made in Sirhan's diary. He felt the background of

each indicated that they were Marxists.

5. Westerfield alleged that a female student at Pasadena City

College claimed she had been invited to a Du Bois Club

meeting by Sirhan Sirhan. When interviewed, Westerfield

first stated he did not know the woman's name but that he

had received her name from an unnamed male acquaintance.

The girl was "petrified and scared and did not want to get

involved."- He wanted.to obtain an affidavit from her which

he planned to give to the police, but her male acquaintance

stated she refused to talk further about the incident.

* Westerfield also was told it was common knowledge on the

Pasadena City College Campus that Sirhan Sirhan was "mixed

up with the Students for a Democratic Society (S.D.S.)."

Westerfield implied to investigators that he knew the girl's

name but wanted to verify the correct spelling and would

furnish her name provided the source of the information was

kept absolutely confidential.

Westerfield did not reveal tno girl's name although investi

gators attempted to contact either him or his office uix
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times during the following several wesa.

6. Westerfield had alleged in his article that several months

prior to the assassination Saliman Sirhan, a brother of

0. Sirhan Sirhan, had been arrested by the Iraqi government as

an Israeli spy. This information was allegedly obtained by

Westerfield from a Pasadena newspaper published June 8, 9,

or 10, 1968. Sirhan has never had a brother named Saliman.

Westerfield admitted that he compiled the contents of the

article from newspaper articles, his own observation of

television programs and personal -conclusions regarding

Sirhan. The evidence strongly indicated that he made

little, if any, effort to verify the accuracy of his

. .information.

Summary

The investigation of other allegations regarding Sirhan's

background and associations tended also to disprove the'claim

of Westerfield. Because his allegations were poorly supported

and vague, claims did not warrant extensive investigation. It

appeared that Westerfield was reaching for any allegation which

would support a preconceived point of view. His unwillingness

and inability to provide concrete support for his claims'

caused investigators to discount his allegations.
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6. Westerfield had alleged in his article that several months

prior to the assassination Saliman Sirhan, a brother of

Sirhan Sirhan, had been arrested by the Iraqi government as

an Israeli spy. This information was allegedly obtained by

Westerfield from a Pasadena newspaper published June 8, 9,

or 10, 1968. Sirhan has never had a brother named Saliman.

Westerfield admitted that he compiled the contents of the

article from newspaper articles, his own observation of

television programs and personal conclusions regarding

Sirhan. The evidence strongly indicated that he made

little, if any, effort to verify the accuracy of his

information.
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THEODORE R. CHARACH

Theodore R. Charach, a free-lance news reporter affiliated with

Continental News Service, was interviewed seven times during

the investigation in an effort to obtain pertinent information

he claimed to possess.

Charach was first interviewed on June 12, 1968. At that time

he stated that he was near the Anchor Desk in the Embassy Room

at the time of the shooting; he heard the shots but didn't see

the suspect. He did not indicate that he was able to assist

investigators further, in any way.

A newspaper article from Winnipeg, Canada, was forwarded to the

Department. The article'stated that Charach was from Winnipeg,

that he witnessed the shooting from "just a few feet behind the

Senator," and that he saw the maitre d' grab the gun and got a

good look at the man police arrested. The article went on to

say that Charach had witnessed a man "with a wild look" run

from the scene with a security guard chasing him. The article

related that Charach heard.Sirhan say; "I've got to do this; I'm

doing this for the good of my country."

Charach was interviewed by F.B.I. investigators on July 9, 1968.

During the interview he stated that he did not see the shooting

or Sirhan. He volunteered information that bumper stickers

pertaining to a conspiracy to kill President John F. Kennedy

were being distributed in the parking lot of the Ambassador

Hotel during the victory party. He stated that he obtained one

of the bumper stickers, but it was taken from him by a man named

Mort Goodman.
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S.U.S. invest*ators reinterviewed Char on July 12, 1968,

regarding the information printed in the Winnipeg paper. The

- "wild-eyed man" he saw running from the scene was determined to

have been Michael Wayn&, who was running to a telephone. Charach

admitted that he did not hear Sirhan make any statements; that

the statement was heard by Valerie Schulte and relayed to him.

He added to the bumper sticker information claiming the people

distributing the stickers were "hippies," and the stickers

demanded the reopening of the Warren Commission.

Charach stated that he was the representative for a photographer

who took motion pictures in the Cocoanut Grove at the Kennedy

Rally on June 2, 1968, and additional pictures at the Ambassador

Hotel on June 4, 1968. He indicated the film was of evidential

value but would not divulge the name of the photographer or

location of the film. He agreed to meet with investigators to

discuss viewing the film at a later date.

The U.C.L.A. Film Investigation

On July 19, 1968, Charach met with investigators and showed them

enlarged photographs which he said were frames from the movie.

film. Charach expressed the opinion that one of the men in the

picture looked like an Arabian'and could be a co-conspirator.

He said he did not have possession of the original film and

again would not furnish the investigator with the photographer's

name. Arrangements were made for the film to be delivered to the

Department..

Alvin Tokunow, a U.C.L.A. student majoring in motion picture arts,
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and Charach were interviewed at Parker Center on July 22, 1968.

Tokunow released two reels of film which were to be copied by

the Department and-returned to him. Tokunow stated he did not

get into the pantry area and ran out of film prior to the

shooting. Tokunow asked investigators to return the film to

Charach. The film was returned July 23, 1968. Tokunow said

that the film was a copy of all the pictures he and his camera

crew possessed. The films were viewed and found to be of very

poor quality. Investigators were unable to identify any persons

depicted in the film as those involved in the investigation.

The Bumper Sticker Investigation

The information concerning a bumper sticker dealing with the

John F. Kennedy asdassination, being distributed at-the Ambassador

\ -Hotel on the eve of his brother's assassination, was first

\ reported by Charach.

I James Breslin, a reporter for the New York Post, observed the

two people passing out the bumper stickers which he thought

said, "Expose the Kennedy Death Hoax." He became offended and

requested Mort Goodman, hotel public relations man, to do some

thing about it. Goodman contacted the general manager of the

Ambassador Hotel, A. H. Zugor, who notified Gardner of the

problem. William Gardner, hotel security chief, reported he

was unable to locate the offenders when he checked the area.

Gardner stated he gave the bumper sticker to a Los Angeles

Police Department officer; however, it was not booked as evid

ence. The witnesses did not agree on the exact wording of the

bumper sticker; however, they did agree that it dealt with the
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0 0
John F. Kennedy assassination and not the Robert F. Kennedy

shooting. Gardner instructed his guards to prevent distribution

of the material if they observed it.

Charach Alleges Garrison Interested in Case

On July 31, 1968, Charach was reinterviewed after he telephoned

investigators and advised that he was in possession of "valuable

new evidence." Charach stated he had been contacted by investi

gators for New Orleans District Attorney, James Garrison, and

representatives of Ramparts Magazine. They expressed interest

in the U.C.L.A. films, and Charach stated that he was offered

an expense-paid trip to New Orleans to confer with Garrison.

Charach stated that he had been bffered $2000 for the U.C.L.A.

.film. He also said that he would work as a "spy" in the Garrison

organization for the Los Angeles Police Department if he could

be assured of financial assistance. His offer was denied.

Re-Examination of The U.C.L.A. Film

Alvin Tokunow was contacted and he stated that Charach was

0 attempting to sell the film, but that he had been turned down

by both Time and Life magazines. On September 9, 1968, Tokunow

reported that the film and negatives were stolen from his locker

at U.C.L.A. Charges and countercharges were exchanged between

Charach and Tokunow, but no one admitted having the film.

Tokunow notified the Associated Press of the alleged theft. He

told them that the film showed Sirhan at the hotel. Investigation

by the U.C.L.A. Police Department showed Charach to be an agent

representing Tokunow, with legal access to the film. The crime

report was classified as unfounded.
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The September 6, 1968, issue of NewsweeP agazine contained

an article which stated, in part: "The Los Angeles Police are

studying a blow-up of a movie taken by U.C.L.A. students. The

U.C.L.A.- crew was startled to discover a picture resembling

Sirhan on the film taken at two rallias for Kennedy shortly

before he was shot.. One frame, taken the night of the assassi

nation, shows what appears to be a "solepin, unsmiling Sirhan

talking with another short, dark man and a tall girl with up

swept hair."

* Mr. Eric Saarinen, a U.C.L.A. student, stated that he was another

* photographer working with Alvin Tokunow. He reported taking

pictures of the'crowd after the shooting, then taking pictures

through the doors. He reported that Tokunow turned all their

films over to the Police Department. Investigators noted that

no photos taken after the shooting were given them by Tokunow.

The missing film reappeared in the form of three pictures in

the January 17, 1969, issue of Life Magazine. The pictures,

clear and in good detail, depicted a group of celebrants in the

Embassy Room of the Ambassador Hotel. Mrs. Violet Di Domenico.

telephoned investigators and advised them that she is in the

pictures and that they must have been taken at approximately

9:30 p.m., on June 4, 1968, because she was not at that location

after that time. The pictures were not large enough to either

identify or eliminate Sirhan as being in the picture.

Conclusion

Investigators could not ascertain Charach's reasons for giving
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The September 16, 1968, issue of Newsweek Magazine contained

an article which stated, in part: "The Los Angeles Police are

studying a blow-up of a movie taken by U.C.L.A. students. The

U.C.L.A. crew was startled to discover a picture resembling
Sirhan on the film taken at two rallics for Kennedy shortly
before he was shot. One frame, taken the night of the assassi-

nation, shows what appears to be a "solemn, unsmiling Sirhan

talking with another short, dark man and a tall girl with up-

swept hair.'
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a different version of his account to Life Magazine and dther

publications. It is probable that Charach attempted to gain

notoriety from his presence at the hotel and therefore he

expanded the importance of the film. .The Department has a copy

of -the U.C.L.A. film, has closely examined each frame, and found

that it has no evidential value.

0**
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FERNANDO FAURA

Fernando Faura was a staff reporter with the Valley Times and

the Citizen News, both Los Angeles newspapers. Faura was active,

following the assassination, in efforts to establish the exis

tance of a conspiracy in the death of Senator Kennedy. He was

involved with John Fahey who claimed to have met a girl at the

Ambassador Hotel the day of the shooting.

Faura also contacted Theodore Charach a photographer who had

taken movie films of Kennedy functions at the Ambassador Hotel

0 on June 2 and 4, 1968. According to Charach, Faura was present

at a meeting held July 31, 1968 at the Hollywood Franklin

Apartments in Hollywood. Also present among others was Mark

Lane the author. At the meeting Faura expressed the opinion

that there was a conspiracy and that the police had more than

one person in custody and weren't telling the public about it.

Faura also interviewed several people in his efforts to substan

tiate the existance of a female conspirator. On August 14, 1968

an article, written by Faura, appeared in the Citizen News and.

alleged that the police were still "feveri-shly" looking for the

"mysterious girl in the polka dot dress."

The Fahey and Charach investigation are covered elsewhere in

this report. All of the allegations forwarded by Faura were

disproven by the Department's investigation.
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