AR TR I hE e gt T D -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

—y— —F‘JL‘M-—-—— L ] S P WL ERA T Y PO U T G e Rt o e | e - -



L Vo, STMRTTN R F s Salt L,

s e e e

.‘ JERRY OWEN INVESTIGATION
Oliver Brindley Owen, aka Jerry Owen, was an ex~prize fighter
turned minister who became involved in an intricate and con-
tradictory series of events which allegedly involved Sirhan
and Jerrxy Owen and the attempted purchase of a horse by Sirhan.

The falsehood of Owen's allegation was clearly established

through a separate and independent investigation.

Essentially Owen claimed that on Mondqé, June 3, 1968, at
approximately 3:00 p.m., he picke& up two hitchhikers in down-
town -Los Angeles and gave them a ride to the Hollywooa-wilshire
area. Owen identified one of the hitchhikers as Sirhan who
rode in the cab of his truck during part of the ride. Sirhan
allegedly offered to buy a horse from Owen, who had a palomino
for sale. The purchase was.to be made at 11:00 p.m. that night
at a location ig Hollywood. Owen and Sirhan then allegedly met
at this location at 11:00 p.m., and Sirhan asked Owen if he
could wait until the next day when he would have the_necessary.

money. Owen registered at a local hotel for the night.

The next morning, June 4, he was met by a man in a flashy suit

-and a blond girl who told him that Sirhan did not have the

money for the horse but that he wantgd Owen to meet.him again
at 11:00 p.m. that night. The man offered to give him some
money ‘as part payment on the_porse. The man ‘also téld Owen
that there was something happening at the Ambassador Hotel that
hight and that Sirhan would not have the money until then. Owen

told the man that he could not megt_Sirhan because of an
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appointment in Qxnard. Gwen gawe tlhe man a. business: card amd

' offered ta Bring the Harse to: Los: Angeles the: next day..

mwen:. alleqgedly went: to xnard, Califarnia, and! remained there
the night af June. 4. “H’e'e returned tia Das: Angeles at approxi-
mately 1Z:30 p.m. ar the 5th and Iearned. of the assassination.
After allegedly recognizing a picture of Sirlian. in. & newspaper,
he: wenxtt to tlni‘ver.isdiuw Statfon: wvhere he made hils: statement: to

tte. Department..

During; tite ensuing momtiis, inwestigatiors: sought ton conclusively
establisic the: gn;:thx negarding Gwen.''s. alllegatiion.. Ofr. the: surface
hiie statements: were: not self-imcriminaténg, and Owemn. gr.esex'zt'ed:
hiimself s a walunteex: wji.t{ness; vhie was intevested iir. assisting
he police. Eementially investiigstora meeded only’ to establish
the faleity of Gren's statements tm refute lif's &l:].'e'gatibn. oxr to
verifiy the truth of liis statements and use: Gwen. &= & matexial
witiness.. 2ATD ewiidence. seemed to indicate: thiat Sirhian. was: mot
witlh Gwen an- the Jrd. It was necessary;, liowever, £ox investi-
gatars Ho determine GWen''s: reasons: far fabriicmting the: incident

e whether- he was honestly mistaken..

B compilficatiion, developed early im tie nvestiigation: wherr. Jerry
(vem Became wary abiout: Hie investfigrtiton of e alleyption..
Gwem allegqedly’ receiived a tliresteniing; éhanea call. om Jinre: 6,
1968, telling him to pemaim quitet: regerding: Hils horse: déad” with
Shriian.. Owem moved: tiop tite: Sam Brancisco area. where: He: remaiied

far: sev.terar months,. mir:i.ing thats time: Hilss ad}l‘e:g_at:m becanie
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pubdicized and Gwen. engaged. am: atiorney Geoxye: T Divis, to

pepresent Him.

a nﬁilzgrapm examination: was arranged for Cwerl .dm July 3, 1968,

it tlie: San. Francisco: Police Department.. His ttorney, Divis,

was present: during the Hewt:. OWey'bs résponves” tor Key questions
indicated. that: he. was Beimg unth:uﬂrfﬁh WhHem told: of the. »esults
aff the tsst, Cwen. madt & Yemgthyy statement: which: indicated thdt
he: wass unsure: off hiiis: arigimal) statenrents.

Tnvwestifigators: subsemuently: ifrttervibwed Mi's:. Méxy Sirhan. and

Bde). ginliany, wlia: attempted: too assibtt ihvertigators in deter-
mining; the touth: off Gwen’'s allbyptionss. Nfter: & Wit to Sirhan
ait the Hxll' of Justiice,. Mis.. SS¥han? todd" Lnvestigators that .
siiphan. liad?.d‘e:ni"ed‘ Rmowing anythiheg: abouts Jerey: el or” the pur-
cliaser of & Hoxrse.. -

BY: this. point: in the ifvestigatibn, theree hed’ Deeti: thYee separate
zooounts of tlie ccourremce: glven by Owen, ThH& n‘ﬁiﬁﬁe::." Gf incon-
slistencies whi'ch: a.m‘;earefcr Betieen: the: aztounts: ahd the results
off thie polyqraph,: coupled: witli. Sirhantks dénladl off khowing Owen,

Dl investigators too the: comclinsidn: that: ORehnwas™ 1¥ing.: Ft

vamaned: for: investigatorss oo détbamthes whiyy an@ to? firmly’ refute
Gvenl's: statements with: factuall ihf6enatiba” ands physical evidence.

I ezrly: August 196, Jomr Gi. CHribsian;, azmagazine wilter,
and] WiLTi'am Turner,, an ex—F.B:II.agenttthrnied’ ££6e lance writer,
entered into the Owen investigations. CHxistihf™ céntacted this

Department offering His assistance,.and he suggested that he
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would like tc’:e deputized to work with?he Dep'artment.

Christian had a taped account of Owen's story. MNe told inves-
tigators that he believed Sirhan and Owen were together on

June 4 and that they conspired to assassinate Kenttedy. Christian
further alleged that Owen was involved in Sirhan's éscape plans

and after the aborted escape, Owen was trying to establish an
alibi with his horse-selling story.

Christian subseguently wrote a letter to this Bepartm.ent which
outlined his reasons for believing that Otfven. was involved in the
assassination. Christian, by enumerating various conflicts in
Owen's accounts of the incident, hypothesized that Owen's
reasons for ]_.yi;xg were that he was involved in the conspiracy
an.d seeking a means to avoid .assod.ation with Sirfian. Christian
subsequently sought to establish a 1{ink in Ower_l's background
with Br. Carl Macintyre, a minister whose mame had been linked
through the Garrison :lnv_estiga.tion with the assassination of

President John F. Kennedy.

Investigators, attacking the inconsfstencies fri Gwen's accounts,
also concluded that he was lying; however, there was no evidence
to indicate that Owen was involved with an extremist group or
with Sixhan. The following is an account of the investigation
into the allegation of Jerry Owen.

Initial Statement of Jerry Owen

Jerry Owen went to University Station on Jurne %, 1968, at approxi-
mately 3:00 p.m. HNe gave the following account regarding a
contact that he believed that he had had with Sirhan Sirhan:
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On June 3, 1968, Owen left his residence in Santa Ane en route
to the Coliseum Hotel, 457 West Santa Barbara, Los Angeles., e
spoke with the manager of the hotel coffee shop, Jehn Beért
Morris, and Rip O'Reilly, a heavyweight boxer. MNoriis and owen
discussed the pwrchase of some boxing equipment from the Onfted
Sporting Goods Store, S¢1 South EL1l Street, low Angsles. At

‘approximately 3:00 p.m. Owen purchased ome peir of boxing shoes

at United Sporting Coods and plrcceeded to Lester's Shése Repair,
1263 North Vine Street, to have green shamrocks noncgamed on
the shees. '

En route fto Hollywood, while stopped at a triffic Ifght 4t Fth
and €rand Streets, two males requested a ride. The twe msn
Jumped fnto the rear ‘of his track with Gwen"s permission. Both
men were degscribed ag Mexican or Latin, fm dhety eaxly twenties,
with long hafir and wearing old clothing. Oue BftchHIKez was

tall and slim and the other three or four iwclies: shorter. XAt
Wilshire and Western the ta]_éler man #lighited from. .Gwsn-"s= truck:
and greeted four other young adults standing on. e corhar.

One of them was & male fn his thirties with = Idrge Build we'ar.ing'
a flashy suit; a female Caucasfian with divty blond Kair arid two
other yourng males were with the older mm.. THe: shovrtezr Hitch-
hiker whom Gwen: subsequently i:d'emt:tﬁe'd‘ & Sirhar @sked i lie
could sit in the cab of the twruck. |

&fter moving into the cab, the man gsked Gvemn 3f He would: stop
for a few minutes at the "big hotel" while he visited & friend
wvho worked in the Kitchen. The hotel was Iater identified as
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the Ambassador Hotel. %he mam returned i: Qwen's truck ten
minutes later and asked if Owen would take him to Hollywood.

En route they had a conversation, and the man teld bwen that he
was an exercise boy at the racetrack. &fter Owen told him that
he had a palomino horse which he was to sel} for $250 in Oxnard,
the man expressed a desire to buy the horse after receiving
some money later that evening. Owen agreed to meet him that
night at 11:00 p.m. near a bowling alley on Sunset Boulevard.

The young man remained in Owen's truck while he delivered the
shoes .to be monogrammed. Owen recalled that the young man also
discussed nationalities, and he said that he had been raised in

Jordan. Be also expressed his opposition to Jews.

At 11:60 p.n. Owen went to the howling alley and found the young
man with the blond female and the well-dressed male he had seen
at Wilshire alnd Western thet afternoon. They had a }957, 1958
or 1959 off-white; bhard -top Chevrolet. The young man displayed
a $100 bill and told Owen he could mot pay for the horse at that
time. He asked Oweri to meet him the mext morning, and he
xentioned . that something was .happening at the hotel. Because
the deal appeared certain to Qwen, he re-gistered at the St. -
lioritz Hotel, 5849 Sunset Boulevard for the night.

At 8:00 a.n. on the 4th, Owen receiveﬁ.a phone call from a man
who said he was calling for Joe Sahara. He then went to the
parking lot of the St. Moritz Hotel where he was met by the
blond woman a.nd the man who was wearing the flashy suit. The

man told Owen that the yoﬁng man c':ould not get the money until
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that night, and they asked Owen if he could get the young man
a job at a ranch. Owen gave them a business card and told them

he would be back in Los Angeles the next day. Owen then went

to Oxnard where he remained until 12:30 p.m. on the 5th.

When Owen returned to the Coliseum Hotel on June 5 at 3:00 p.m.,
he recognized a picture of Sirhan in the Hollywood Citizen News
as being the young man who offered to purchase the horse from
him. He related the incident to a waitress at the hoéel c&ffee
shop who suggesteq that he report it to the police. Owen then
vent to University Station. Owen subsequently told investi-
gators that he believed that Sirhan was planning to use his

truck to escape from the assassination.

Investigation of Owen's Statement

.
STIR AL SASR NEAY I T AN T SBt STt amn s Y o wn e e fmar s ar aaman

Owen was reinterviewed on June 18 at Parker céntgr and added
some details to his original account. He sald that Sirhan spoke
with a slight Mexican accent and that he mentioned that he might
sell his home and go to the Holy Land. He told investigators

of a telephone conversation which he received approximately a
week before. The person souﬂded like a male Negro and he stated
to Owen, '!bu.motﬂer fucker, forget about the horse deal and
keep your mouth closed.” At this point in the investigation,

it was assumed that Owen was being truthful; however, the
investigation imto the details of Owen's statements had not been

completed.

On Juné 27, Owen was contacted at his home to set up arn interview.

Owen refused, s%ating that he was going to San Franci§co. When
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the i.nvest:.gators suggested a meeting in glo Alte, Owen said,
*No," but suggested that they meet at the residence c:E Owen's
brother in San Bruno. On June 23 the scheduled fnterview was
canceled by the Department when investigators decided to wait
for 0wen. to return to Los Angeles. Owen was not told of this
decision, and he erroneously became fearful that Lis life was
jn danger. Owen's attorney, Davis, reported that Gwern had
been contacted by someone alleging- that he was a Les Angelds

policeman.

d: July 1, 1968, San Francisco area papers printed & gccoumt
of Owexn's story about Sirhan. "m'ue articles reported thdt Owen
vas in-lgiding in the Napa Valley area in fear for Rils Iife.
Geoxrge Davis was qﬁotéd_ as saying that ke beliewd that Gwen
was telling the truth and that he was reliabile. mevis further
stated that this mepartmen-t. had refused protection for Gwen and
that he would ask Attorney. Ceneral Thomas Lynch: for & F4-houx

guard. Davis gave an account of Owen's allegation.

Yhe article was in many ways the same as Owen's oxiigindl dccount,
with some notable contradietions and discrupancigs. In his
first account Owen said that the price to Bes p;fd! for' the hoxrde
was $2501..-, im the newzspapez" account It was $3O0. DReeis &lso
stated that Qwen first saw Sirhan's picture om television; oor~
traxy to that Oven had said that he had fivst sgen Sipan's
picture in a newspaper. Owen told fnvestigators ditat e rad

met one man and a blond woman at £:00 z.m. om the i, but the

article said that there were two men and & womar..
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Oon July 2, 1968, Wesley Gardner, owner of the Foremost

protective Agency, notified investigators that he was repre-
senting Owen and that future calls to Owen should be channeled

through Gardner.

Polygraph Exanination of Owen

Owen and Davis were contacted and the canceled interview in
San Bruno was explained to their s_ai':isfacf::'ion. Due to the
confusion which was developing in the OGwen finwvestigation,
investigators arranged for a polygraph to be given by Lt.
Bexnandez to Jerry Owen at the San Francisco Pelice Department
on July 3, 1968.  George Davis was present dixing the examina-
tion, and Owen was expla;:':ned the purpose of the test and given
the opportunity to .ask questions concerning the test. Owen
resisted the control test; Mever, his responses indicated
that he was a suitable subject for testing.

me.n was asked a total of 25 questions of which 9 were key
guestions. In response to the following relevant questions,
Owen emitted answers which strongly indicated that he was '
being untruthful. '
(1] Is eve:ythiné that you told me this morning about’
the hitchhiker triue?
A Yes.
Q- Do you honestly believe that you have talked to the
man that is accused 6f shooting Kennedy? '
h ¥Yes.
Q When you told George Davis that you had talked to _

=§23= ,
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the man tiat shot Kennedy, were you telling him
the truth? | '

R Yes. ]

(1] bid the man who shot Kemnedy eoffer to buy your
horse at any time? |

A Yes.

’ A

It was the examiner'"s opinion that Gwen could mot honestly say
that ke picked up, talked to or saw Sirhan on June 3, 1968.
Wkem informed of the results of the test, he made lengtiy
rationalizationa ai:out the c»ccux:r.:ence. at ons peoint ke said,
"X don't knaw; T don't know; it may ot have been him, but if
I had saw him face to face or heard his vqice or something,
then T would. I'@ me cut and make a definite statement. I

.@an*t know."™ Be said that .he had only mentioned that the

pexson to whom he had given a ride looked like the picture of
the man he had seen on television and accused of shaoting

Kenmnedy.

Investigation inte Biscrepancies

Oon July 2, 1968, Mrs. Mary Sirhan was interviewed regarding
the money which Sirhan received fxom the imsurance settlement
for the fall from the horse. She recalled that Sirhan asked
for $300 a day or two hefore the shooting. She said that she
believed that Sirkan had spent most of the remainder from the
$1,000 he gave her from the insurance settlement. sne thought
thathehad;ﬁ.ven some of the money to Adel. »2del) Sirhan was
present during the interviéw. and ke stat_:e& at one point, "I
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think Sirhan wanted the $300 to buy a horse with.* This was
the only statement made by either Munir or Adel Sirhan re-

garding the money Sirhan received from the settlement.

On July 5, Mrs. Sirlran was agafin fnterviewed, this .time
regarding Sirban's activities on .:lhme 3, 1968, &he stated
that Sirhan had driven ker to.work at $:00 a.m. but that he
was: not at hkome at 12:30 p.m. wien sh:e eturned. However,
meﬂdemet&a#hehaﬂjusttakenaﬁwweran@-there
was a warm cup on the kitchken table. Siﬂ;-am was gone most of
the afternoon, hut she moticed that ke was watchinsg television
at £:30 p.m. She was cér&a:[im that ke remafned home the rest
of that night. Thfs information conflicted with Gren’s alle-
getion. At least frum the time of 4:30 p.w., Nrs. Sirkan's
statement contradicts Owen's statement. This would fnclude
the. conversations at the Sunset Boulevard bowling alley at
#:30 pn. and 11:00 pum and casts addftfonal doubt o the

events which preceded 4:30' pu.m.

Mrs.. Sirhan aqreed #o: speak to Sirhan: at the Hall of Jugtice
-negar&ir_lg, the Qwen: a-]!Ieg;aﬁi‘ah... On: July IS5, after she Rad
spaken. ta Sirhan, Mrs. Siviar rel‘-a.ﬂe‘.il hfs response. Strhan
tolldl Rer- that he Cid oot Enow Owers, Had mever: seem BEn: nor had
ke ewer riidden: in hils pickupy truck. Be zlse dented that h_e .
Bbad attempted ta purchase: & peloming: horse.

The denial By Siirhan, the statements: of Mrs. Fiylam and‘ the

masults of the Gwem polyyraph caused investigators o conclude
that Owen had lied a.bout the incident. Owen's reasons for

- 525~
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1yip§ could not be compietely deternined; however, an intensive

examination of Owen's background revealed a history of involve-~

.ment in questionable and illegal activities. This information

tended to cast doubt on Owen's credibility.

Oowen's third account of the incident given, when he was admini-
stered the polygraph, was c¢ompared with the other tyo accounts.
Further discrepancies were qoted, some of which indicated that

Owen was adding_details'which‘he shoﬁlq have given in his first
account. In addition he left out details which were in the

original account.

L

He stated that he had purchased a robe and a pair of boxing
shoes at United Sporting Goods; this was opposed to his first

Sstatement wherein he said he had purchased only a pair of boxing

shoes. _He also related that during the evening‘hours between
the time he allegedly droppeq off sirhan.around 6:00 p.m. and
the time he met him again at 11:00 p.m., Owen stated that he
had gone to the Plaza Hotel to see a friend, the ex-fighter
Slapsy Maxie Rosenbloom. They then went to a Saints and Sinners
meeting;. This incident did ﬁot appear 1p Owen's first account.

"at University Station. Further, Owen did not mention.the stop

at'thq Coliseum Hotel and Teamsters Gymnasium; instead, he said
that he went directly from Santa Ana éo the United Sporting

Goods Store.
When shown a set of.mugs, Owen could not identify Sirhan, and

he chose a look-alike as the'other man wpo rode inlhis truck.
In addition, Owen cﬁanged the time and date on which He received
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the threatening phone call. The mewspaper AGEOUAE Wad stated
that he had received the call the evening 6f the S5tk Puring

the July 3, 1968, imterview Owen said that ®ié ¢ali cume

between 2:00 and 5:0¢ p.m. on June 6.

Investigation into the alleged activitics of Gwen 6% Jiie 3
revealed additional discrepancies fn his StoEy. InNestigators .
determined that sales records at the Undted sporting dosds

Store shoved no sale of a boxing mobe on Juns F. & pafy of

. boxing skoes were sold on that dafie but not € Gishi. ‘e

. ’ manager of the store, Jack Misrach, sfated 8ist B¢ NHSw most

of tite boxing people inm this area. He d¥es HGE Ritw Owen or

Rip O"Reilly, the bozer. &fter lacking £t Gweh!'s piictire,
Misrach did na.t recall geefng Ower #n his Hcrs.. JEYsE- Edwards,
the salesman who sold the shoes ox that date, thdight’ Jwen
looked familiar but could not recall the Hransuctici. The trans—
actfon for the shoes inc]!mlitad geveral ctHer iitenis i:ifé]iti&i‘.’ng
gloves, headgear, shm:ts,, jump rwpe. and othexr’ itenis totaling

( B §38.45,

lester's Shoe Repair at 1263 North. Vine: Street: was® checked to
verify Owen's statement that he Kad. taker: the: shoes” £or miono-
granming. Dester Shields., the owner, stuted that: he® Hed no
vecord of when Gwen: braught the stices Lor MoHCYYEmmeR g Shields
remembered that Owem came to hils shop. three: thilless: ofe” tiie

thai‘.. he rema‘nhered’ seeing Gwen's tHruck, ther®swas®no®oha" in it.
Whem ke picked up the shoes, two yaung wonen: weded withhik and

Rip O"Reilly was in the truck.

-5 N
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the incident 3 the hitchhiker and told him that he believed
that the young man resembled Sirhan. O'Reilly, however, pro-
vided investigators_with information which strongly contradicted

Owen's account.

O'Réilly stated that on June 3, 1968, Owen called him at about
10:30 a.m. and invited him to attend a Saints and Sinners Club
that night. At 6:30 p.m. Owen picked O'Reilly up at the
Coliseum Hotel, and they drove to the meeting on Fairfax Avenue.
Owen was driving a dark-colored pickup truck with a horse
trailer attached. .A horse was in the trailer. They remained at
the meéting until 11:30 p.m., and Owen took O'Reilly back to

the hotel.

4

On June 5, Owen came to the hotel and related to O'Reilly that
"he had picked up a h;tcﬂhiﬁer on Wilshire B&ulevard on June 3
‘and that the hitchhiker offered him $400 for his-horse. Owen
-said that he stayed at a hotel the night of the 3rd to complete
the transaction the nekxt day. Owen told O°*Reilly that he
believed that Sirhan was a Mexican. O'Reilly further advised
investigators that Owen had purchased the boxing shoes mentioned

by Owen prior to June'3, 1968.

Investigators had established sufficient contradfiction in Owen's
story that they were convinced that he was lying. Owen's
uncertainty at the conclusion of his polygraph In San Francisco
tended to substantiate that conclusion. The only remafning

aspect of the investigation was to establish Owen's reason for
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Dianné Scott, owner of the seamstress shop adjacent to the shoe
. repalr shop, stated that she recalled that Owen brought a robe

to be momogrammed on June 10, 1968, not June 3. He picked up

the robe on June 26.

Shields estimated the dates of Owen's appearances at his shoe
shop as:

Originally brought shoes into the shop May 23-27, 1968

Picked shoes up the first time May 25-28, 1968
Brought shoes in second time May 27-29, 1968
. Picked up shoes the final time June 8, 1968

Investigators interviewed the persons whom Owen stated that he
told of the incident who were at the Coliseum Hotel on June 5.
Owen allegedly told them of the hitchhiker incident and one of
them, Mabel Jacobs, a waitress, told him to tell the police. .

Jaqobs stated that she spoke to Owen who was in the Coliseum

Hotel Coffee Shop with Rip O'Reilly on June 5. Owen pointed
. to a picture of Sirhan in the newspapers and told her-that he
was the hitchhiker that he had picked up on June 3.. Owen told
her that ﬁe had taken Sirhan to the Ambassador Hotel and that
: Sirhan expfessed a desire ;o purchase a horse he was trans-.

porting to Oxnard. Berﬁ‘Morris, the owner, stated that he was

-

not present during Owen's relating of the incident to Jacobs.

He did recall that Owen was in the coffee shop on June 5.

Rip O'Reilly, a professional boxer under contract to Owen, was
interviewed. He stated that he lives at the Coliseum Hotel

and that Owen came there on June 5 t6 see him. Owen, related
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Gtirficating the: stary.

cvenl's: Background

Gwem was Borm on: Epriil JJ.'P;, Iam3;,, im Bshland, Ghia. He attended
ties University of Southerm Califeornia where hie played varsity
foctball. Bor: many years: he was: a sparring partner for ex-

heswyweight. Boxing champiom, Max: Baer.

e, Had' cTaimed that: he Had been. am ardained minister since
j IS amd that: he hedd & cvedentidal withh tiie Ciarles M. Holder
. Niiiisstiny:,. Ime.. om: Gulton: Stiveet: fn Des Bngeles.. DBuring his
July 3 interwiéw bm Sen: Fvancisce, Owen. admitited that he had
otk Belen. ].‘eéa]f‘t'z- oxdalned.. He stated tlat: ke had gone into a
‘ BotieD. room for several days during whielh time he prayed. This
‘ comestiituted s crdainmentl..

mwem wag arrested an: suspiciam af pobbery im: I930 by the I.on.g

| Baach Ralice: Dhg.arﬂmen'u: But: was: reTeased the. same day. Over
the: years Gwen. Has: been limzolived: £mlmar:':'ous- suspicious and ille-

. gall activities. Am analysts of the tatal record of Owen's police

vecord a'nd' investigations: into kis actiwvities rewveal that he
has Been. ¥nvolved lir: several ﬂre fnsurance elafms involving
.lhi:iss gé‘rsaonal‘. and churcl: properties:, and e bas several times
Been: invalyved: in. extra-:-ma:r:i‘itai] and peterntty Investigations.
His religious. actiiviities .a'.ne: af Hhe rural evangelfstic type
with. makeshift faciilities. Owen: has advertised h:'ims-elf as
mptee Walking Bible™ and ciftes: Ripley"s: "Baliewe it or Not" as
proof that he has complete recall af the Bfble. His method is
thiat of a huckster, calling for the believing to listen to his
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messa;gg. Several ef these interviewed likened his appreach ta.
that of a "cenfidence man."

mis record would tend to suppaxt that descriptiom. awen kas
been involved in six fires heginning in 1939 im Castrq Yalley,
Califarnia. Qn several occasions he callected insurance settle-
ments from these fires. The cases eccurred in: (1) Castro
Valley, 1332; (2) Cxystal Lake Park, Qregen, 1243; (3) Dallas,
Texas, 1346; (4) Mount Washington, Eentucky, 1347; (5) EI5cott
City, Maryland, ]1-9_51,-, and (€} Tucsom, Arizena, 1362.

Ouen's $16,00¢ claim for the fire im Marylané wes denied hecause
of framd. 2 witness absexved Owen moving pexsonal effects aut
of -the house prier.teo tme fire and then returm them. Qwen
_subsequeatly collected $6,500 when the denial was appealed.

In 2363, Owen was arrested in Costa Mesa, Calitcni'nia. en &
fugitive warrant from ruc'son.. Arizona, for arsen with the intent
to defraud an insurance campany. A church, Qur Little Chapel,
uhich was owned@ by Owen was destroyed by fire on July 31, 1962,
in Tucsen. The investigation by the Yucson Pelice Repartment
revealed that arson was the suspected cause of the firxe. Quen

was subsequently convicted of three counts of arsen and sentenced

to sexve -10 years im prison. The decision was appealed and

reversed on June 27, '1966.

In addition to fire claims, Owen has bheen involved inm sex

cttenses orer e your. 10 100>, [
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“vay

: _Iowa. Just prior to Owen obtaining a diverce

- o v . I —

from his wife in 1947,

owen gave [ >2 w2 -th.at
e vorss e - .~ I
- —————

I \2ter received word that Owen had gotten drunk, married

— - I

had traveled off and on \n.th

approximately - (mzen stated duxing his polygraph
that he had had -2 _ﬁled against: him at ene time.)

Oon _ .1945, oven was arrested for diserderly conduct
:I.n-m:egnn. Be was found in a motel xeom with [JJj
I - = [l 0w ves Sined $50
and given thirty (30) days in jail; however, Qwen pested an -
appeal bond of $250, and the case was continued indefinitely.
Intelligence Division reports of Owen's activities reveal that
ke was reported to have been involved witi wamen. 3 oumber of
times during his evangelistic tours.

Owen's highly suspicious bidckground caused imvestigaters ta
speculate that he sought to use the.story zhout Sirhan te hring
attention wpon himself.' Bis involvement im the aztivities
@escribed above were questionable grounds for g.h'cﬁng meden.ce
to his mimisterial goodriess, and his suspxm.ms n&m@ indicated
that be vas capable of concocting a story as devious as his
alleged encounter with'sirhan. ;msﬁgators further speculated

~-532-
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that 6wén probably did pick.up a hitchhiker in ‘the downtown
area, though not necessarily on June 3, 1968. Owen thén com~-
bined a series of events which had occurred on va;ious dates

and developed his story. The small discreéancies in his stories
would accounht for some vague.fémiliarity that Owen had with
each incident but that he would forget minor details from
telling to telling.

" Involvement of Jonn G. Christian

Three telephone célls were received by investigators £rom Jonn
Christiaq, a magazine writer, one each on August 7, 9 and 11,
1968. Christian indicated that he had a tape of Jerry Owen's
account énd that he wished to assist the Department in its
iﬁvestigatioh. He went so far as to suggest that he and an
assqciate, William Turner; be "dep;tizéd.' Christian sought
to listen to the Ld% Angeles Police Department tape of Owen's
account so that he could no#e discrepancies. It was Christian's
og;nibn that Owen and Sirhan were together on June 4, 1968,
and 'that Owen was to assist Sirhan with his escape. Because
Sirhan had been captured, Ch;istian believed that 0wenlhad

concocted his story to establish an innocuous reason for being

" with Sirhan.

Investigators sought then to establish the validity of
Christian's allegation. It was believed that Owen was not
involved with Sirhan in.a conspiracy or that he had ever seen
him. .However, Christian's élaim had to be disproven .completely.

Christian himself carried his claim to various goverhmental
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bodies to plea for their aid in investigating his allegation.
pis acti_ons. caused investigators deep concern as each time
they would feel that the Christian claim had been satisfactorily
explaired to other interested parties, Christian would success-

fully enlist the support of another agency.

Christian mailed two extensive confidential letters to the
Department outlinimg his “original, unigue amnd confider:mtial
information™ regarding the assassination. The material repre-.
w Christian's theory regarding the dé&iscrepancies in Owen's
story. Christian also attempted to establish & link between
Owen and Dr. Carl MacIntyre, the minister reportedly connected
by New Orleans District Attorney James Garrison withk the John

F. Kemnedy assassination.

Investigators were able to establish tﬁat Christian had been
contacted by Ceorge Davis, Owen's attorney, who told Christian,
*X think I'm broken in on th:e Senator Kemmedy conspiracy.™
Pavis asked Christian to handle his press relIeases. '

Killiam Turner, Christian's partner and an ex-F.B.I. agent
turned free lax;we writer, had been previously associated with
Davis. Twmmer had lost a campalign for public office fin the
June primaries, and Pavis had been his campaign manager. In.
addition, Turner had beem associated with the radical publi-
cation "Ramparts™ and has written & book entitled "Tl:-z.e Police
Es':tab-lisbmerit."'

It is anticipated that Jonn Christian and William Turner will
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publiEh: ox: snmelgw: guldii‘bﬂ.y_\_' reveal) the:un‘ t:acn:w regaxding,

-Texryy Oem and: Sixhan.. Theyy have: consistentlyy attgmgt&d'. to

eetitia: credmue: too thedic: oladin:by; enlisting: the: support: of high
remRing; governmernt: affiiciads £, thei: cdkdm:. They will: also
TiKedyy as: not: atiow: ups iin conrjjmetion: withh any; attempt: to 1ink
the: too Kennedy: assassiationss, an: ewenrtt whiich: wiilill defimitely

ozonr: iinm ome: £oorm: oo azrethexs.

O tiwoo ommeesdonss Ohirddiihm adititedd too Lvestigatoass that: his
opinionss regmerdiite Owen: amd? Sdirhlan. wexe: ondyy theoxrdibss. He

fartiier adinittend’ thiat: hec wass investigatings thee possibiility of a

conspiiracyy ass a2 writexr and? thiatt 117 az conspiraocyy & nok: exist
* . ’
Between: Siirhan: axd’ Owenr;, hiee Al nodt. hiave: aa stoxyy .

i $hvestiigatiom hass gathersdd suoh: Linféamatibe: ass too Lhdicate
that. Jearyy Overr: Al mot: Know: o ever: meet: Sivham:. Thes remaining
plices: too Hee intsextede ifrtoo thee ifwvestipation ares those:which
comli¥ ol physdicallyy bec obthdberti, THise incdldéss a dl¥BoE.
neetitrgy Hetween® Sdxham: and: ORen.. OWen: himsedX;, on the: advice

off hiss aa:hm:&y,, P hass beenr. redlrctant: tbo contihwer assditing:
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QPHE VIRGINIA TERESI INVES&GATION

Mfs. Virginia Teresi voluntarily contacted .this Department on
June 5, 1968, regarding three men in a vehicle whom she had
observed on June 3, 1968. Mrs. Teresi alleged that she observed
these men with guns and that she overheard conversation which
included the word "Kennedy." hrs. Teresi eventually identified
a photograph of Sirhan Sirhan as one of the three men in the

vehicle.

Subsequent investigation revealed that Mrs. Teresi had fabricated
the whole story. She had been fearful for Senator Kennedy's
safety, and after the shooting she wanted to assure that a
complete investigation would be mﬁde. A description of the

Virginia Teresi investigation follows.

The Investigation

On June 5, 1968, at approximately 6:00 a.m. Mrs. Virginia Teresi,
121, contacted the Department by telephone and stated that she
had information relevant to the shooting of Senator Robert F.
Kennedy. Mrs. Teresi was interviewed on June 5, 1968, at 11:30

She stated that on June 3, 1968, between 3:00 p.m. and 43130 p.m.
she was in her vehicle, parked westbound at the north curb of
Melrose Avenue approximately 150 feet east of St. Andrews Place;
As she started forward in the curb lane, a westboun&-vehicle
passed herand puiled abruptly to the curb between her vehicle

and the cornei of St. Andrews Place. There_were three males in
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e front seat of tlie vehicle and no one in the rear seat.

Bs: the wehicle st‘.op-ped,, the passenger in the right front seat
jumped: aut. and stwod on the curb. He appeared. to be very
excited. He turned back toward the vehicle,, leaned forward
tiraugli the apen right front door and appeared to 'be engaged-
in & heated conversation with the two men remaining in the
—— : :

Mis:,. Terest. pulled to the left and attempted to drive around
tilte: pariRed wvehifcle. As she pulled abreast of the vehicle, the
might: side of her welificle was within a few. inches of the left
silide af the parked eane. At this point she was forced to stop
hecause: aff Rheavy traffic..

Te windews af hoth: cars were open, enabling her to overhear
parts: af’ iire: canversation between the man on the curb and the
acr:untants af the- wefifcle. The driver said, "Get your ass in
the. caxr, we Rawe ta g_et' him tonight."™ The man on the curb said,
"I den't want ta, I"m afraid." Pne of the men in the car said
samathing that ineluded the word "Kennedy." There was some '

adfitéonal conversatifon that Mrs. Teresi could not overhear.

Bt thdie time the man. on. the: curb stood erect, and Mrs. Teresi
abmerved tite Fandle of ét small revolver protruding from the
waligthend of hiis- trousers .. The man on the curb notic_:ed Mrs.,
Teresi 'Jlaaka':'n'g at tliem. He again leaned forward into the
velificle and spoke: to the men inside. All three men then stared

&t Rexr for several secénds.
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The man on th‘m:b jumped back into i:he‘r dnd said something
that included the words "Wilshire Boulevard.* %The vehicle
accelerated rapidly and Mrs. Teresi last observed it westbound

on Melrose Avenue.

When the vehicle pulled away, Mré. Yeresl obseéived two rifles
leaning against the back seat., These rifles were partially
covered with a green blanket, but appreoximately six inches of

the barrels were exposed teo view,

1}

Mre. Teresi them made a right turm onto $t., Awdiéews Place and
parked in front of her house., $He did not sés the vehicle nor

- the men again..

Mxs. Teresi pr:'omided- J'_irwes-ﬁ'g;atc-ﬂ': with decexdptions of the
three men and the wehicle., She had not notfeed the license
mumber. Mrs, Teresf was shown & plictograph of Sirhan, and she
pesitively Identiffed him as- the: man whe had jumped from the
wehicle.

The Follow-up Investigation:

On. June 14, 1968, Mrs. Teresi. was reinterviewed. She repeated -
her original story. She also gtated thidt o Juhe 3, 1968, up.on
axriving home fallTowing e abowvs: iimcident, she Hdd telephoned
the Los Angeles. @ffice: of thie F.BL.L. and toid iﬂi‘ém what si:e had
seen: and heard. Tie: PB.IL. wHs W-,; and thay determined
that there was no record of this «xI'l. The F.B.Y. indicated
that if a call of this nature Rad Beew roosived, the files would

go findicate.
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On June 14, M!. Teresi advised investig!ors that on the
evening of June 12, while she was driving to a friend's house,
she was followed for several blocks by a mén driving an expensive
dark sedan. This man did not attempt to contact her nor did he
commit any overt acts., Mrs, Teresi took a zig-zag route to her
friend's house but was unable to evade the following vehicle.
When she stopped at her friend's house, the vehicle which had
been féllowing her passed and she did not see it again. Mrs.

Teresi had no further information about this car or the driver.

Oon June 16, Mrs. Teresi contacted investigators by telephoiié

and reported that on June 15 at approximately 7:00 p.m. & fenale
Caucasian appfoximatély twenty-five years of age had knocked eun
hexr door and attempted to engage her in conversation. Mrs. i
Teresi refused to open:the door. The female remained standirg
in front of Mrs. Teresi's apartment for approximately five .

minutes and then left on foot.

On June 18, 1968, at 6:00 a.m. Mrs. Teresi contacted investi~
gators by telephone and stated she had received a threatening
note. Duriﬂg the conversatin she was crying. She stated thiat
she was very ffightened. It appeared to investigator that she
was in a highly emotional state of mind. She refused to discuss
the details of the incident by telephone and asked the Investi~

gator to come to her home as soon as possible.

When the investigator arrived at Mrs. Teresi's home, she showed:
him a photograph that had been clipped from a local newspapeéx's

This photo showed Senator Kennedy lying on the floor of the Kitchen
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att tie Amba.ss’or Hotel following the s}'ting. The word
"driumph" appeared at the t-op of the picture and attached to
tlie' plioto with scotch tape were additional words apparently
adipped from newsi:i'int':. These words were "Don't talk or I do
amything to prevent it." Mrs. Teresi stated that upon arising
at: €:00 a,m., she had discovered the clipping on the living
paon' £loor inside the front door. She assumed that it had been

sllipped under the door during the night.

THes Bolygraph Examination )

During this interview, it was suggested to Mrs. Teresl that it
mi:‘gtit be helpful if she would submit to a polygraph examination.

Sie: consented to do so.

Imring the examinai:idn,, ;drs. Teresi was que'stioned regarding
thie. statements she had 'made about the three men in the car and
about. the threatening note.- Some of the questions were: "Did
yox: see a man with a gﬁn 6n Monday, the day before Senator
Kennedy was shot?" "Did you see Sirhan on Monday, the day
Heffire Senator Kennedy was shot?" "Is everything that you have
todXt: the police the truth?" .To these questions she replied,
yes, Té: the questions: "“Do you know who made this note?"

and” "Did you make this note?" she replied, "No." The results

off thle' examination indicated that _

Miss,. Teresi's Incidents

Ak: the' conclusion of the interview, Mrs. Teresi was confronted

with the results. She became very emotional and _
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- she also admitted that she had [ NENNEGN

Doadivgg thiee post examination interview, Mrs. Teresi stated that

. =
B - D -

priia toc the: shooting of Senator Kennedy she feared for his

saffdtyy andcwhen the shooting actually occurred, she wanted to
ddo whatevex-she could to assure that the incident would be

tﬁmthy) itwestigai:ed.

Background: Information
Imxing, thie: investigation, the following was disclosed: Mrs.

Texresd: is: a- fémale Caucasian, 5-7%, 127, blonde hair, green
eyes;, date: of birth 7-16-47. She shares an apartment at 714 3/4
Noxtii St:. Andrews Place with her mother Mary Luckenback.

Sdiec ibs married to Tony Teresi who has been in the Army for
apamxitnaztéd.y; thrée months and is presently stationed at Ft.
Oxd,, Cxlifprnia. Mr. Teresi is attempting to get a discharge
_firom: thiec axmy:. Mrs. Teresi would not discuss his reason for
dtd.hg:;am'. Ste: works on a bart—time basis for Affiliated Artists
Nggmoy: at: 1186. Noxth La Brea Avenue, Los'Angeles. She stated
that: slie 15 not a member of any political organization. §he
wass & supporter of Senator Kennedy but had done no campaign

She is a pacifist and often makes peace and love posters which
]
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she displaysgx her vehicle. She stated that these posters
reflect her own philosophy and do not represent affiliation

with any group. She has mo criminal record.

A detailed medical record of Mrs. Teresi was mot available.

The following information was obtained from the Los Angeles '

County _mn& the Los Angeles Comnty Department

Angeles County
_at that time that she could mot get along with -
—

The Los Angeles County Department

I - -

In 1963 the stated that Nrs. Teresi was

The -ﬂmt‘.h'er stated that itfre-_

appeared to be
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Loz Angeles: County Hospital recards: indicate that since: 6T
Mrs. Teresi has. been treated for minor: physical ailments such.
as; Beadaches:, coughs, sore tice etc.
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: IQ'JGOL'DEN "GARTER' INVESEIGATION

Thiec ownerss of - the- Golﬂen Gaxtex' Ihn,, Z605 West: Valley Boulcvaid

AAhambra;, alleged’ thiatt Sikhan, B.. Sirlian: was. awerlieard making a
threatenihg: typecz statement: ifr, thiedr- beer: bar during the weeks
juati prioe: to.-the. shooting: of” Senator' Kennedy..

Thhaeibrvestigation. ikto: the: alllegation. identified the person
déscribedd by withessess and® daxternined’ that- he was not associsted
witthy; , bk 4G recembilec Sidhiar,. '

TheeAllpgation.
Deiectivec B, Abaronismr; , Adbambxra. Bolice: Depantment:, receivsd &

tedbphone: call) £4om: JpsepH, and’ Qrrl. Martigant, owners of te
Colflen Garter: Inm;, whic advied: Him . that: Sirlan. Had wisited their
birr onn aa number: off oesasdionss iim thie necent: weeks.. Rtiaronian
npht£ieds thec Lbs: Angeles: Pedice: Department. and arrangements were
madee £6a- thies. ihvestibatoxs: tor use. Alliaibra Poalice facilities #o
conduct: Lhterviewss. ' .

Josep,tizna::'l:.iggrd.:' stated that: He obiserved’ . mam wlicr He thought
V-V\B.SS Sirham. sdttiing: adt a: tabile in Liie bexr: on. May 2%, 1968, with -
az customex:  mamed: James: I . Wilson.. When: he approaclied the table
hisc overtieard; thiec snbijiott witt, Wilsom: sy "we'ID gat: Rim wlion ke
comes:. tboLbss Abgeless ™ Wiilkom Duoked fim Martigenite direction
apdd "Coods 1k, cood) 1L ™ Mamtiigpndi discnssed Wilson"s Bar: tab
wi.thh hibin. at! that: tdines,

Martiganii pitked: sixhan! & phatograph. fraom. & group> off Jodk-alikes
and stated  that this man most nearly resembled tlie man sitting
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examiration, g results of which indicag he was telling the
truth.

Robert Andrelse told investigators that he had ac;:omp-ami.ed

James Wilsen to the Golden Garter Inn four or five times. During
the :ponth of May he gave Wilson a ride to and from work and they
stopped at the Golden Garter Inn on their way home. Andrese was
driving a 1965 Waliant sedan. and denied driving a 1959 DeSoto.
Andrese stated that Wf;!son was not interested in politics, pol-
jtical candidates., or the current election. He doesn't recall
seeing Wilson since M.Hy 29, I968 and verifies that his last
visit to the Golder Garter Inn was on May 28, 1968. Investi-
gators moted that Endrese had a vague resemblance to Sirhan.

Porothy Manning was fnterviewed at her residence where she lives
with James WiIson, Edwin Nés_ and Rhonda Green. She told investi-
gators that she wag employ&d at’'the Golden Garter Inn during.

Moy 1968. Ste met Kobert Andrese during that period of time; '
and, Be drove Wilson and her home from the Golden Garter Inn
aftar she got off work. She stated that the person sitting with
wWilsan the night Martigani reported seeing Sirhan with him was .
Bndrese. Roming verified Andrese's vehicle to be a 1965
Waliant, She stated dhdt éﬁe had ridden in his vehicle on

secwerall amcasfdng‘.-

Exrold Pitz and Haryy Patzman were identified by Joseph and
Carll Bartigeni &€ the customers who shot pool with the man
person Le saw in the bar was Sirhan. He told investigators the

phictograph. of Sirhan looked similar to someone he had seen in
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with Wilson. H’lcould not say it definit‘ was Sirhan. He

reported observing other customers playing pool with the man

who looked like Sirhan, inciluding Wilson.

carl Martigani stated he observed Wilson alight from a vehicle
in the parking lot behind his bar. Wilson was accompanied by

a man who resembled Sirhan, however, Martigani could not recall
observing the man inside his bar. He described the vehicle as
a 1959 DeSoto or Chrysler, orange and white or pink and white.
He was shown a photograph of Sirhan's car and stated it was not

the same vehicle. HNe could siot positively identify Sirhan as

the man with Wilson.

Officers Hobert Taylor and Ted Markot, Alhambra Police Department, .
stated they had observed a person in the Colden Garter playing

pool who resembled Sirhan.

The Investigation _
James Wilson viewed a photograph of Sirhan and advised investi-
gators that it looked like & mawn he had worked with, Bob Andreée;

He statéd that ke héd gone to the Golden Garter with Andrese
each evening for apprmximateiy two weeks while they were working-
together. He recalled the.conversation reported by Martigani,
b;t wa; certain that it 9ccuted o May 28th. Wilson explained
that Andrese talkéd aboot gcﬂiﬁics continually and that part-
icular time he was heroming excited, so Wilson told him to "cool
it." Wilson stated tkat was the last time he saw Andrese. He
reported that ke never cbserved sﬁ:ﬁam_fu.ﬁhe Golden Garter or

played pool with hifm. Wilson was.administered a polygraph
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| .
the bar but ‘H:ed this was not the per.\. Mr. Pitz state;i
that he thougﬁt he had shot pool wigh sirhan at the Golden
Garter, but was not certain of the identity of this person.
He stated he thopght the person to be Mexican; approximately
twenty;eight years old, with heavy acne marks on his face who

spoke broken English with possibly a Spanish accent.

Bdwin Ness viewed a photogr;ph of Sirhan and stated that this
photograph resembled the individual he knew as Bob (Andrese)
with the exception that Bob combed his hair stréight back and
had a pock-marked facé. He stated Bob's car was a Valiant and
to the best of Ness's knowledge Bob had accompanied Wilson to

the bar on many occasions.

Mr. William ®. Woodburn, a customer oé}the Golden Garter Inn,
astated he has played pool on occasion with an individual whose
facial features somewhat resemble, but are not identical to those
of Sirhan's. WSOdburn Identified a photograph of Andrese as

a2 man he played pool with.

Steve Steuart stated he shot pool at the Golden Garter Inn with
& man resembling Sirhan. He.was unable to identify the photo-

graph of Andrese as being in the Golden Garter, but advised

imvestigators that one of the Martigani brothers called him

after Senator Kennedy was shot, and told him Sirhan had been in
the bar. He stated that It was his opinion that this story was

created by the Martigaﬁi Brothers who desired attention. He

stated he was unable to furnish any factual information concerning

Sirhan or any associates in the.Golden Garter.

I
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Kathy Venne, a temporary bar maid at €olden Garter, wiewed
photographs of Andrese, Wilson and Sirhan and stated that she
had never seen any of these persons in the Golden Garter. It

was noted that she worked there only two nighi":s.

Linda Strugeon, night bar maid at the Golden Garter Imn, readily
identified photographs of Wilson and Andrese as customers she
had seen at the bar. She was sure that she had not geen Sirhan

at that location.

Investigation of Female Seen at the Golden Garter Imn

Officer Don Trumble, Alhambra Police Bepartment, stated that he )

observed a individual who resembled Sirbham im the Colden Garter
Inn on at least one occasion during May 1968. HNe also recalled
seeing a blond female enter the Golden Garter Imn. She was
wearing dark horn-rimmed glasses and was described as Befng .
very big busted. He recalled a patron remarked that the girl.
was a friend of ';Jims' -(Wilson). A photograph of Beverly Corey
was shown to Trumble, and he stated she appeared to bhe the same.
girl as he saw in the bar, but was unable to make & positive

identification.

Beverly Khoury and Barbara Corey went to the Sfirfiam Dome on: June
_5, 1968, to console Adel Sirhan whom they bothr kmew well. Both
girls are dancers. They denied that they Rknew SfrRan Sirhan.
Photographs and physical descriptions of. these women were used
by investigators when interviewing witnesses who &Ileged dhat

they had seen Sirhan Sirhan with women.

A photograph of Beverly Corey and Barbara Rhonry was; shown. to
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witnessés connected with the Golden Garter Inn as a result of
the statement by Officer Trumble. Joseph and .Carl Martigani
and Trumble were the only onds who identified Corey as having

been in the bar. None of them stated thef were positive im this

identification.

Both girls denied ever being at the Golden Garter Imn or being

acquainted with any of the principals in this investigation.

Results of the Investigation

_ Robert Andrese was identified as the person who resembled

Sirhan and was reported being seen in the bar. ke reported
threatening statement was identified as being part of a heated
political discussion and not a threat of bodily injury to anyomne.

The allegation that Beverly cbrey was seen in the Golden Garter
remains unsupported with the following evidence being in direct
copflicé: Corey 'is slim and not big busted; she bas dark hair,
not blond; and she denies ever being in the bar. No witnesses
were able to go on record with a positive identification of her
being at the bar. |
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Sirhan B. Sirhan Robert Andrese

Robert Andrese, on the right, was mistaken for Sirhan by
customers of the Golden Garter Inn in Alhambra, California.
It was alleged that Sirhan argued with another customer
about politics and that he was overheard heatedly saying,
"We'll get him when he comes to Los Angeles." The investi-
gation determined that Andrese was the man in question and
that the remark was incorrectly interpreted by the
informant., :
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.. J(;HN GEARHART | .

Subsequent to the announcement of Sirhan's arrest in the Robert
Kennedy_assassination; John Glenn Gearhart,'a 47 year old office
worker, contacted the Los Angeles Police Department and made

the statement that he had spoken to Sirhan B. Sirhan at a bar

in Glendora the night of the shooting. Gearhart alleged that

a group of people with sirh;n told him that Sirhan was going to
take care of Kennedy. Investigation revealed that Gearhart lied
to investigators regardiné the incident. An account of the

investigation follows:

Oon July 15, 1968, Gearhart stated to investigators he had

attended an American Legion Dinner between 6 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.,

" on Election Day, Juné 4, 1968. He then drove to a bar, "The

Talk of the Town," 5230 North Citrus Avenue, Glendora. He
arxived there shorﬁly after 9:30 p.m. and sat next to a young
male at the bar; He described this young male as Cuban ox
Italian, in his early twenties, 5-7/5-8, 135, small build,

&ark skin, wearing a light blue long sleeve dress shirt with
thé cuffs turned up, dark trouseré, and dark grey swede shges{
Re stated thaf they engaged in a conversation and that he
stated, "I hope McCarthy wipes out Kennedy.“_ The young male
replied, "You don't have to worry, we have that taken care qf.'
Gearhart Introduced himself, and the young man replied, "My namé
is Sirhan Bishara Sirhan." They spoke about Resurféction City.
and later this man stated, "I have plenty of money and a nice

car.” "I am from -:rorc.iam.'.l
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Mr, Gearhart observed two young females sitting at the barx and

"asked one of éhe two to dance, but she refused. He asked the

other and she accepted. After they finished dancing, he obsecrved
two males join the womeﬁ. ‘?hese men were both described as male
Italians between twenty-two and twenty-seven years old, and taller
then the man who introduced himself as Sirhan. Gearhart left

the bar and the two males and two females followed him. One of
the men approached him and asked him why he had been dancing Qith

his girl. Gearhart became apprehensive and pretended to be drunk.

" They took Gearhart to the Thrifty Drugstore Coffee Shop across

the street from the bar. One of the men stated that Gearhart
didn't have to worry about Kennedy winning the election "as
Sirhan had things taken care of." When Gearhart stated that
Sirhan. must be pretty big in politics, one of the men looked at
his watch and stated, “Ié's getting late, we have a party to go
to in Los Angeles. We have to go back and pick up Sirhan.;
Gearhart stated that he arrived home at approximately 11:05 p.m.,

fixed a sandwich,-and watched 'the election returns on television.

Gearhart stated that he had only two drinks at the dinner and
two more while at the bar. He stated that he found one of the
girl's purses in his vehicle the next morning and during his

lunch hour he took the purse to the bartender at the bar.

The investigating officer showed Gearhart photographs including
2 photo of Si;han Sirhan and several look-alikes. Gearhart was
unable to identify the photo of Sirhan as being the man he spoke
to at the bar. The investigating officer advised Gearhart that

other witnesses statements confliéted with his as to Sirhap's
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whexreabouts J!!ween 9:30 and 10:30 p.m.,"the night of June 4th.
Gearhart remained adamant and stated that he had not made up

his story.

Interview of Bartender George Naumis

The bartender at the "The Talk of the Town", George Naumis, was
interviewed on July 15, 1968. He stated he did recall the people
being in the bar and Gearhart returning the purse, but was unable
to recall the date or the day of the week. Mr. Naumis believed
that the people had stayed until the bar closed at 2 a.m., on

the day ip question and further stated the purse belonged to a
Mexican girl who worked for "Ric Car" on Citrus Avenue. Mr.
Naumis was unable to identify the photo of Sirhan as a person

in his bar that night.

Igperview of Dolores Licon

Dolores Diane Licon is employed for "Ric Car"™, 239 North Citrus,
Avenue, Covina. Licon st;ted that she did not go to "The Talk
of the Town" on June 4, 1968; however, she did go there with
friends one Thursday night after attending the fights at the
Olympic Auditorium. Licon, and her friends, stayed until the
bar closed at 2 a.m. When they left the bar they observed a
drunk, who she identified’'as Gearhart, getting into his-vehicle.
Because of his drunken condition, they took him to a coffee shop
across the street from the bar. While in the coffee shép, they.
discussed hunting, but no one mentioned politics. After Licon
left the coffee shop she recalled that she had left her purse

in the drunk's vehicle. The next day she picked her purse up at
the "Talk of the Town". Licon stated that no one in her party

danced with Gearhart.
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Additional Interviews

- Jane Arrant, Willlam Michael Kirkpatrick, Janet Marie Reinke

and QOhn Carl Woods were identified as being the group with
Dolores Licon the night in question. They were all interviewed
and confirmed Dolores Licon's statement. In addition, Kirkpatrick
stated that hié attention was first called to Gearhart when
Gearhart made a remark to his girlfriend causing him to become

angry.

_On Jﬁly 23, 1968, Mf. Gearhart was administered a polygraph

examination by Lt. Hernandez in the polygraph facilities of the
Ecientific Investigation Division. The results of the polygraph
examinétion of Gearhart indicated that he had been untruthful.
His responses indicated that he had never talked to or saw
girhan Sirhan in person. Subsequent to this examination, Mr.
Gearhart admitted that he had lied. He stated that he had never
geen or talked to.Sirhan Sirhan. He said that he was ashamed of
hfméelf and could not understand why he had made up the story.
Bis only explanation was that during the second World War, his
brothers gave a good account of themselves with the Marines in
Guadal-canal and he himself was kept in the United States and
never had the opportunit§ to go overseas. Gearhart stated that
he- was trying to show that he was being a good citizen and

ecould offer something to his country.

\
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Miss- Veronitea: De: Niex:,, MMat'ion.dErk. at the Los Angeles
Eiltmore. Hotel,, notified: thie. Department that she had observed
aanegé.ttna:t-ibn.-mzﬂ‘- Hearipg: the name- of Sirhan Sirhan on June 1,
1958.. A.detailed and complete: investiyation into the matter
a:poaed the: allegation. to. haye been. fabricated by two hotel

Thie: Allegatibn.
Miss: De- Niexr-was: ihterviewed” on: June 25, 1968. She stated that

siie: remenbiered’ olisexvihg a: registration card bearing the name

off Sixhen. Sixtan i, thie: caxd nack. at tlie Biltmore Hotel on

Jdnpes 1), 19%86. Shee Sslme.d.‘- thter carnd’ tor & co-employee, Eva Grecco;
and thec ton, of” them sﬁwe.dc tle. aaxd” to. hotel typist, Lucy Boothe,

nemarking thiat. tiec nane: uacs-: unusuall..

e Nijex: neported” thiat. after tlie. assassination she and Grecco
disonesest tie: aedhcifince: off SirHan!s stay at the hotel just
prijox: tor the: shiontihg.. THey- cliecked the guest register but were
unatile: to: £ind’ & record oft SirHan's stay.. She stated that the
hotel. nanagement. had ::emo.vad: &L z:gcoz.:ds of Sirhan's registration
and Hat: astnoniistiet enployeks: not. ta reveal Sirhan's stay at the.
Hotell..

Miss., Greceo venified De: Niex''s skatement. about seeing the
negistration: card ar June: Ist: and: about: showing the card to
Baotlie.. Site adiadl that_f: aftter: seeing Sixhan's photograph on
1}al‘evzsimr stie: recalled giving Kim a xoom key on June 1, 1968.

she stated that Sirhan was with a man who was sending. a telegram.
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Tle: two» men wg_ked to the Btairway and t-:-l.lghﬁeci ih & E6WVer-
sation, which she could not hear. Bhé Eensnberéd €& £&iéqrdn
was' directed to Loma Linda tniversity and Ehe EGH‘EeﬁE Féad in
part "Arrived from Bagdad. "

ghe st’.ated' that slie frad been 6Gaiiti6ned bY the h6tel mndgement
not: ta reveal any fnfcrma;{;iaﬁ, bit e6¥id not rémember wiHS
admonrishied” tex:., She reported that SHE Wis Gnable €0 1SS e
vegistration card and suggésted -that fH6 EGESL MMESSHRERE had
probaBly- removed &Il records 6f SiFhan's X&Gidtuedan.

Wie: Investiqgqation

@Mer: emplayees of tlie hotdl waré éontadtéd by Fhvestilfiftdrs.:
Dncy Bootle: stated that. Do Wier dud GXEGES showsd He & daxrd
which contained & foreign seunding ddme, BWE £ vk mtt sirhan
Sirhan. Slic could not remember theé AHdme S¥ the date o the
fncident.. Hatel: Resident Mandger ThHomdd O Hara,  Astistint: |
Mimager Andrew- Martii: and’ Sedurity OFFHGY Mark: Henaritks all
denfed c;)ncea‘:l.':ifng_ the card o¥ ddnonighing &iplojidess tb¥ refain-
siilent concerning Sirlmm redigtering £ tH¥ Bilthores:

e -

The telegram referred: to By CYEdts wass ldvefteds:: IEiwaes se’n-t‘;--t-f:.c
Or.. Julin Petersom,, rewident pHysician A ke~ 12haas v beesity
and stated "Nrrivedl yeeterdy, May 31bt' fXoh Bageads  sthyihgs
Bifltmore Hutel. -Signed’ Dewr Hagopiain ™" DRY- PEEERESA WS 1hTEEL"
wievwed” and” stated that tHe pEEoH. sen’a‘ihg‘" thieC tbedgraf™whBES DEY -
Noses Der Hagopian,. & medicsll doctor” pPadtitEng? ih™BREAKES s whoo
wisited him while Hagopian. stayed at:lIofa” Lknda*uhivEESsiyy: The®
visit lasted twelve days, during which time Dr.:Hagopian did

some advance research on the treathent-of”diabetas: -
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Im{estigationeevealed that Dr. Hagopian arrived in Los Angeles
on June 1, 1968, and returned to Bagdad, Iraq, on June 13, 1968,
H;gopian was not interviewed, however, beqause the Biltmore

Hotel investigation did not begin until June 25, 1968.

Investigators reviewed hotel registration records from 1963
through June 1968 and found no registration in the name of
Sirhan Sirhaﬁ. The Biltmore.Hotel's registrations are typed on
a continuous roll of paper which is kept as a permanent record.
The roll, including guests féom May 31, 1968, to June 4, 1968,
was examined for cuts, splices or other alterations and none
were founa. The;e were no indications that anyone tampered

with the records.

Reinterviews with De Nier and Grecco resulted in the following
discrepancies: Miss De Nier stated the name on the registration
was Sirxhan Sirhan; Grecco was insistent that it was Sirhan B.
girhan. Mrs. Grecco viewed a packet.of photographs and identi-
fied a photo of Sirhan as the man to whom she gave the room key..
It was noted that this was the photograph that receivéd wide
eirculation via television and the press after the assassination.
She was shown a second group of photographs containing two other
éhotographs of Sirhan, and she stated she had not given the key
to any of the men in that group.

Conclusions

The allegation that Sirhan registered at the Biltmore Hotel on
June 1, 1968, was proven to be false through a check of the

hotel records. Investigation into Sirhan's background and
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activities indicated that he had not been at the BdiIitmoxre Hdbei.

" ¥he persons .making, the ai!legation. De Wier and Grecco, would

pot change their storfes ox any of the statements they crigi-
nally made. It could not be determined what promgted them to

] \ . - .
make the allegation.
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- JAHN: ERNEY .
John Fahley beecame the: subject of an: inwvestigatipp. by the F.B.I.,
and this Departiment. after reparting that Be had:met: &. weman,
prior to the assassipation af Robext Kennedy, wWhHoo todd; kim that:

the. assassination wauld eceur. Fahey described: an copplicated

geries af events inwelving this: weman and two- madesc who adlegedly .

thmeatiened and® Sallowed Bim. Fabey idenkified: Mumnin- Sdrhan: as
& man who fellawed and threatened Bim. He alse ifentdfied
Sfrhan Sirhan as Bedfng inwelved. Eabey hecame: invedwed: ﬁi,—m, &
newspaper writer, Ee::nandow Faura and the: Eahex- aelllmfd_zé.mﬁ-. wexe:

publicized. ‘

Jabm Fabey was: given a palygraph: emmfnat:’r:on- hy; thiz: Depantment:
md: It was. determinad th-a:tt ke was. he.’bng, un!:::uhhfqh. Hahey sub-
segquently admitted that Be r:ad‘ fahncate.d‘ hiis: s;tszz:y_g of & cqn-
spiracy. Interviews. with: witnesses and inconﬁiﬁﬁ.e!!.ftiﬁ&. in his
statements repundiated his: allegatiens. 3n. aqqmm!::t Qf. the: John.
Pahey i’nve.stig;atinn flallaws =

On June G, 1968, Jehn Fahey desaribed the follewing events tQ
investigators at the F.B.I. Qffifce in: Las Angeles., BHahey: shated
that am June. £, 1968, at 3 m.m., he was at the hnbassades Hoted.
Cofffec Shop to keep an appointment. His: expeciad apprintment
&5d nat arrive. He observed two Latinx appeaxing mem spraking

a foreign Ianguage but disregarded thedx preaange.

Faliey met and® engaged im canversation an attragiive weman whom
he poticed autside the coffee shop. He and the woman, went into
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the shop fior breakfiast. The woman told PRahey that she needed

" help obtaining a passport and that she was involved in some-

thing that she could not divulge. to Lim. She. gave him several
first mames before stating tiratt her mame was Gflderdine

Oppenieimer.

The woman agreed to drive to tive Oxnard - Ventura area on
Fahey'"s business callls. 2Xs ey were leawing the restaurant
the woman indicated to. him that. they were Being. watched and
looked toward onc af tle Latin males Fuliey Had observed earlier.
!anegr subgeqrently selected & photoqrapl: of Nunir Sirhan as
baving & close resemblance: t@ this: ma..

En moute to Oznard the: woman told Ruliey that slie was involved
with a group planning tid "take: care of™ Fendgtor Kennedy. The
womam was: upset and ﬁumd Faltey that they were being followed by
& billue Volkswagon.. He: sHopped Hi's: velifcle nesr a large boulder
in & madside park and. the driver: of tlie Blue: Volkswagon stopped
besfde: hn‘.'s. velfcle and stared at Liim.. Thi's waliicle then drove

SWAY

Fahey continued tlor Wemtura and: returned o Los Angeles at

7:=30 p.n. Fahey Deft the womam att tHe Xmbagsador, intending
act to become Inwolved wiitih Hex-.

G Juve: 5, D96E, Fulley Deerned of the assasgination of Kennedy
an® the search for x woman. Bé gave tie above account to the

E.IEIII.‘

()
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subsequent Interviews

John Fahey was subseguently interviewed several times by the
F.B.I. and this Department. During these interviews he elabo-
rated upon his original account and gave inconsistent versions

of the events.

During an interview by the F.B.I. on June 7, 1968, he asserted
that there were two vehicles following him. The other vehicle
was a late model Ford which was the first vehicle to follow him.
The woman had acknowledged that the vehilces were a part of the

"group."

On June 18, 1938, Fahey reported that the blue Volkswagon had
foil&wed him again. This allegedly occurred that same day,
June l8th. Féhey did not obtain the license number though he
had been advised to do so by the F.B.I.

F.B.I. investigators retraced the Oxnard trip with Fahey and he
expanéed on the incideﬁt near the boulder. He stated that the
driver of the Volkswagon alighted from the vehicle and stared
at him. During this interview he also stated that he had .
stopped ﬁt the same location before the Volkswagon arrived and
- that he had carried the woman to a deseérted life guard station

where they talked for ten to fifteen minutes.

Mr. Ron Smith, Fahey's employer, advised investigators that
Fahey told him that the man in the Volkswagon had pulled out a
gun and held it in his hand when he stared at Fahey. No other

interviewee related that Fahey had described a gun. Fahey denied

-561-

2022 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

vy "
. i Pl MLl r—r T Ll it ey aaraen ) r




g -

to im'restigatcg's that he made this stategnt to ‘sSmith,

Fahey indicated that he stopped at a gaé station and a restaurant
with the woman. F.B.I. investigators interviewed witnesses at
these locations who iﬁdicated that on June 4, 1968, at the times
indicated, they did not see Fahey in their business. Vera Walker,
a waitress at the Ambassador Hotel, stated that she had not seen
Fahey, or a woman fitting the description given by Fahey, at the
Coffee Shop; however, she‘rep0rted'£hat Fahey had queétionéd |
her sometime after June 4th to determine her recollection of his

being at the Coffee Shop.

Fahey's Involvement with Pernando Faura

On' June 19, 1968, Fahey advised the F.B.I. that he had related
his story to a free lance ?riter, Fernando Faura. Fahey told
the F.B.I. that after he had told them his story he had read an
article by Paura in the Hollywood Citizen News relating to a
woman involved in the assassination. He contacted Paura who

was very excited about‘Fahey's story about the woman.

Fahey stated that Faura iden;ified himself with a Los Angeles
Police Department "Press Pass™ and took him to an office at the
San Fernando Police Station. Faura acé;d very officially and

a Lieutenant Stein at the San Fernando Police Department treated

Faura as if he were connected with that department.

Faura arranged for a tape recording to be made of fahey's story.
On June 13, 1968, Paura advised the Intelligence Division of
this Department that he had a confidential informant who had

information regarding the Kennedy assassination. An interview
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was arranged 'th investigators. Fahey .s introduced as the
informant and éhe tape was heard. It was found to be an elabo-

rated version of the report previously made to the F.B.I.

As a resuit of the tape, several statements were found to conf-
licg with the F.B.I. invéstigation; a thoréugh investigation was
made into the allegations and inconsistencies of Fahey's state-
ment. Fahey subsequently advised investigators, that Faura was

a great problem to him during the investigation. Fahey contended
that Faura had iﬁfluenced his'thinking greatly, to the extent

that he began accepting Faura's theories as fact.

Fahey related several incidents to investigators regarding Faura.
On‘'August 24, 1968, Faura took Fahey to a hypnotist, Dr. Ray

La Scola, M.D., who had agreed to hypnotize Fahey to learn more
.of the incident. La Scola.stated to investigators that he
believed that he was assisting in an official investigation
because he was introuduced to Faura by a San Fernéndo Police

Department lieutenant.

Fahey stated that he told Faura that he was apprehensive about
hypnosis and wanted to obser;e another man being hypnotized.

La Scola hypnotized a Charles Dirks who.related incidents about
the assassination. La Scola stated to investigators that during
this hypnotic session that Pahey became very excited about Dirks'
responses and nodded in agreement when Dirks described a girl

he had seen at the Ambassador Hotel. La Scola related that
after the hypnotic session Fahey told him of the remarks the

wvoman made to Fahey on June 4, 1968. Fahey used words such as






