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THIS FILE MUST BE PROPERLY TRANSFERRED
PRIOR TO RELEASE OR FORWARDING.

Name

TO TRANSFER CALL 3421.

FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION CALL 3421. Serl

FBI/DOJ
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT'
Memorandum

TO : DIRECTOR » FBI (62-587) paTE: 7/18/69
" g

NN 1
FROY /V AC, LOS ANGELES (56-156) (P) . ¢
;

{ M -
L

' . / l‘ ALL INFORNMATION CONTAINEL
SUBJECT ! SALT o ; HEREIN IS URCLAS>1r1ED

—  DATE_y2te (B4 BY SPGB stflRe
304

2 7
Re Los Angeles letter to the Director, dated
6/16/69.

There are enclosed herewith to the Bureau, four - \
coples of five reports, furnished by the Los Angeles Police
Department (LAPD), concerning allegations made to that
department, by PETER R, NOYES. Also enclosed herewith are
two copies each of the LAPD reports to Dallas and New

Orleans, for information and any action deemed appropriate .
by those divisions. .

,E
Mr. NOYES 1s managing editor of KNXT-TV (a CBS

affiliate), 6121 Sunset Boulevard, Hollywood, Califormia.

Mr. NOYES has been conducting inquiry into various phase

of the Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY assassination, which he

claims has resulted in presenting some questionable or
susplcious activities.

Py

Referenced letter forwarded to the Bureau .
information previously furnished to a Bureau Agent, regarding
the suspicions. As a result of the allegations made by
NOYES, the LAPD conducted an independent investigation,
the results of which are being submitted herewlth.

Two copies of the enclosed reports are being .
made available to the Bureau, for dissemination to the ral

‘2ee’S  colERARent of Justice
‘$ a7 of Coompet 617

Pt
for review at FEIEQ by ST‘105 ‘ P ';: ‘
HEC “Ave SRR ¢ 3 (/6' i ;j
’ I e . i/
yw (g)- Bureau (Encl 20?’ . e 7 .
~ Dallas (Encl 10) &~ "¢ @ 0 -
2 - New Orleans (Encl 10) g p § &) 15 Ju—2% Y059

3 - Los Angeles RO a
(0-8975) e WIS

l&" \ Vgt ,ﬁ_\‘r%do A e goonian wm '~ _ ;
Rt/ o CLOCGWENT e e copphasll
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LA 56-156

With respect to the information furnished by
NOYES, it is pointed out he intends to publish or attempt
to publish a book, in connection with his independent
investigation. When contacted on 7/16/69, NOYES advised
he did not yet have a publication date for the book, which
he proposes to write, and in addition, the Information
submitted herewith as received from the LAPD has been
examined and thoroughly gone over by the LAPD, and they
feel that there is no merit to 1t.

With reference to the last paragraph on page
three of the second enclosed report, it was pointed out
that the Los Angeles Office referred the LAFD to communicate
directly with Sheriff DECKER of Dallas, TexXas, pertaining
to the presence of JAMES BRADEN in Dallas, in November
1963 when the late President JOHN F. KENNEDY was assasslnated.

With respect to page 17, paragraph four of the
fourth enclosed report, it 1s pointed out that the FBI
interview referred to is actually the FBI Identification
Record of EUGENE HALE BRADING.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Allegations of a possible conspiracy in the SirhanRﬁ;’iiipan,——___,
’ / P

I3

) . , ,
investigation were reported to this unit by Pcter RT Noyes,

a nemhvastnr and writer for Statlon KNXT TV, Channel 2.

Listed numnrlcally but not necessarlly in sequeuze the

allegations were:

/4{)’

ALLEGATIONS: ] /

M/-

1. Mlchael McCowan is con

cted with a-group of Arabs in

the v&alley known a

Ali—Baba and the Forty Thieves
-The head of this group is an Arab named Davxd”%gg;:;,

VIRE -
who was sent to prison on a land swindle, David Kassab

. , )
employed Los Angeles Police Qfficers Harg}ﬁiigg;am and
cther policemen on these land swindles. The Kassabs are

somehow connected with .the Sirhans.
f2, Dr{'Stanley Dubrin is connected with the Kassab clan.

#3. Dr. Dubrin operates a medical clinic in the Big "A"
Store in Canoga Park. qurin works for Joe M. Arnoff,
‘who owns this building,

e

#4.J/Eggwhassans were worklng for an orqanlzatlon known as

"El-Furate."” The head of this organlzatlon is Dr.- Dubrln,.

wncﬂe true la t name is Kassab,

of the follow1ng
2 321)}?; review at FBIHQ bi] : ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

sc-1, 1/24/77 HEREIN 15 UNCLASSIFIED

6
_1221 p.2,3,7 thru 1 e, 5
' 19"2%74:{245 55, 58,59, 61,6 pjen

64,70 thru 73 75 thru 80,82

thru 105. .
DJC/dhp )

. PR -
L -

.7 - \ { (;“-
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35.

#6.

#7.

-

(/

Joe M, Arnoff, a frlend of Duorln s, operates an office
at 280 South Beverly Drive, Su;te 402, Beverly Hills,

under mysterious circumstances. _The name of the company

- listed in this suite is the)fE;;;re 0il Company."

AR

Arnoff is associated with the Kassabs. ' T

Somehow connected with Arnoff is Geraié/;;;se,'who is also

: :4igped in the/gguﬁgilman Tom Shepard brlbery case., ; .
Y ueend AR - N

#8.

Sl

#9.

#10.

#11,

12,

Chdse, Ar/gﬁf, and James’ﬁ/;den afgfgll d01ng bu51ness at

. A
290 South//gverly DllVe, Su1te 402‘)§everly Hllls, under;

r -...r/") B TPER R O S Lo - ~
mysterlo‘/,clrcumstances w1tB/questlonable corpo;_/;ons. ,
Braden is the real head of this office, while Gerald Cha%/,/'

A

/

~ T S A ST -
only fronts for hlm. R o ’ . «’(/

Braden is connected with the Kassabs.

Sirhad had a right-wing political view anq¢gas'somehow_
. . I < s ./r
connected with Dr. McIntire, Edgar Eugene Bradley, Dr.

Swift, Den ls;Mower and Keith D. Gilbert, all of whom are

members of the Minutemen Society.

The American Council of Churches, a right-wing organization,
is affiliated with the different churches that the Sirhan

family has attended in the past.

>

Vlncent Di l*erro, the maitre d' at the Ambassador Hotel
is actually‘?lctor Emanual Pereira, an ex-convict and friend

of Jim Braden.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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$20.

#21.

& v @

; _Michael McCowan ‘is the person that has been placed in

the courtroom by "A) Fateh" in order to keep Sirhan

from talking.

Sirhan, according to Fox, is under a post-hypnotic

trance and is controlled by McCowan.

Additionally, Fox believes that the killing of.Senator_
Robert Kennedy was international conspiracy by the Arab

world because of the Senatoxr's stand with Israel,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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- $13, Dr, S. M, El-Farra, the Medical Director for the Columbia

Broadbasgiggw§y§;em, is a member of the A;mgégggmterrorist

/ ; T~
. e AL e
organization. fjﬁrﬂ ’

e e g, e

#14, Braden is actually the person that the New Orleans District
b N idvkad

Attorney, Jim Géﬁ;ison, is trying to question régarding

the alleged conspiracy to kill President John F. Kennedy. -
Edgar Eugene Bradley's name was mistékenly substituted

for Jim Braden who has used the alias of Eugene Bradley.

$15. Several unpublished pﬁotégraphs, taken shortly after the
assassination of President John F. Kennedy, depict two
males being led away froﬁ ﬁhe Texas School Book Depository
Building by tw0 policémen. These two subjects resemble

James EarT Ray and Jim Braden.

#16- Jim Braden is connected with the persons involved in the

"Friars" cheating ‘scandal.

£17, Braden is somehow connected with the Beverly Ridges Estates

which is controlled by the Mafia. -

#18. The assassination of Senator Kennedy was Mafia inspired.

The principalsAn this conspiracy were the Kassabs, Jin

Braden and t é Mafia. The Mafia wanted Kennedy out of the
way because of the pressure they and the Mafia group received
from the/then Attorney General Robert F.‘Kennedy.'

o -~

/Fox, co-author with Noyes, of a book yet to be written

£19.
about the assassination of Senator Kennedy, theorizes thdt

.- . —
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 o



MICHAEL MCCOWAN - DAVID KASSAL INVES TOw

In early rFebruary, 1989, Peter R. Yoves, a newscastor and writer
for XMWY Television, Los Angeles, contacted this Department with
a series of allegations regarding Sirkan B. Sirhan and possible

conspiracies involving right wing political and religious

-organizations; the Mafia; "Al Fatah,"” an Arab texrorist crgani-

zation, and Michael McCowan a former Los Angeles Police OFficer

;..l

and chief defense investicator. for Sirhan. In several instances

these individuals were allegadly linked to one another to form

F
c
!
i
}-ae

~an intricate couspiracy which mately would rzach Sirhan znd

a plot to kill Senstor Rohert ¥. Keanady.

An intensive investigation was conduvcted into each of the allega-
tions. It was established that the connections promulgated by

Noves were extremely tenucous. The investigation found no
evidence which indicated the existance of a conspiracy to kill
Senator Robert F. ¥ennedy, or that Sirhan was involved with any

of the parties except members o0f his defense team and those only

The following is an zccount of sach allegation made by Mr. Noyes

and the coaclusions reached regarding theilr applicability to the

Kennady assassination. The investigation at one point becanme

I -, o~ - 3 g - " P ) -, -~ -~
his aspect of such a conspiracy allegation has aprezred several
L B W oy e Sy o 3 s Qe e o 4 P - ~ 3 - A
othor times Qurine this investigation and was generally pu

forward by authors or newsmen sceeking to sell a sencational

stery with the assistance of information gathered by law
L INFORMATION CONTAINED
L -5 7 L=/ eEN 1S UNGLASSIFIED
<2026 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 DATE %ZZ/&_/_ MJA/@L)
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enforcement agencics. It should be noted that Peter Noyes
admitﬁedly has been retained by a publisher to write a boock
regarding the Robert F. ncnncuy assassination and his theories
about a potential conspiracy. The F.B.I. has been apprised of
information possibly inveoliving the assassination 6f Jéhn F.
etermine if some of

.Kennedy and is checking their recordszs to

d
the findings of this investigation would be of assistance to

'
.

Tt was alleged that Michael McCowan, chief defense ianvestigator,
was involved in a 1962, land swindle scheme in the San Fernanado
Valiey. McCowan, then a Los Angéles Police Officer, assisted

anocther pclice officer, H. Latham, in dealings with a real

(0]
th

eszate salesman, David Kaszsab. {assab, an Arab and lezder
an Arab f?.;ly group known as "Rli-Eaba and The Forty Thieves,"
was subseguently convicted cf Grand Theft and sent to prison.
In the schome, McCowen and several cother officers applied for

Kaseab as galzeman. Fach would receive

from $75 to $200 for eazch purchase, and by manipulation of trust

icCowan wag allegedly cheated of $2,000. by Kassab

and McCowan allegedly usedd strong arn tactics over a veriod of
: S Y = P

sev 1 months to regain his lesses. No further business or
social assocdidtion can be shown between McCowan and Kassab after
1963, MoCowan subseqguently resigned from the Los Angeles T’olwe

Department in lieu of disciplinary action in 1965 after being
arrasted Lor theft and tawmpering wiith the United States mail.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ink to Conspiracy.

The link to a conspiracy must now take a very complex road
through several persons. Several assunptions werec necessarily
made by Mr. Noyes when he put forth his theory. lassab was at

one time a partner in the American Nile Corporation, a real

0

cetate company, with a Stanley Dubrin, M.D. ' Both were known %o
associate socially and in business ventures; and, they were
connected in a scheme involving the fraudulent use of credit
_cards, Dubrin was also arrested, but not tried, on an zbortion

cocige.  le was also arrested on a grand theft charge similar

to the land scheme for which Kassab was convicte

“tem T 01T B K D T o my ey e g agig - oo - = By Ly 7 NPy A
in 1¥68, Dr. Dubrin rented office space at the Big “AM store ii
Canoga

e

Lrnoif

wno was a close friend of Dubrin, who also was the Arnoff
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under suspicious circumstances,

-~
South Beverly Drive, Suite 402, in Beverly Hills. f“he nama of

the company in Suite 402, waz Eupire 0il Company owned by a James

Braden. ’
James Lraden allegedly was connccted with the investication into
the aszsassination of President John F. Kennedy. This. aspect of

. 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The investigation revcaled that Suite 402, is occupied by the

accounting firm of Chase, Bilerman and buun, Certified Public
1

Accountant's. Gerald Chase at one time huﬂdlCd the tax accounts

him in 1965, and presently is suing him for payment of monies

due the tax firm. Arncff's name was left on the marquee of +th

1 2
office building by mista after he severed relationships wan'
Chase. Chase stated that he and Arncff were never close fricnds.

s in 1964, before Arncff

o
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& szrvice to Chase's clients. Braden has never occupied office
N Ve et 4197 T AL - " Tvamm ! e =3 R
space 1n the bullding. However, he uses Chase's office to recceive
. P ~ - 1 " ] 1 E ; - ey
telephone messages and mail. Chase stated that 2rnoff and Braden

vare not business asscciates nor did he believe that thev knew

b T - - < EAES Y etaras) - - ~ 3 % P SN
gach othexr., Their tax account work gave no record that they

The lack of an association beitwecen Arnoff and Braden is critical

t0 Peter Noyes' allegaticn. Withount a rbasonable contact between

Braden and Zrncff it is difficult tc establish a connection with

Dubrin, Kassab and eventually Michael McCowan. There was no

- . A

Dubrin Connection with Arab Terrorist Group

2, L2 P o T C oy s . - oS 2 : Y e
organization known as "Ll TFurate" aund hinted that this phrace

was another noame Joxr "al Patah," The aArad Terrorist group.

{/
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Noyes also reported that Dubrin's name was actually Kassab.
Invest_ ators determined that the words “"El FPurate" meant "The

River Euphrates" which Xassab intended as another name for the
Anerican Nile Corporaticn, of which he was a co-owner with Dubrin.
Dubrin's name is not Kassab and he is not a member of the Kassab

femily. Dubrin is Jewish by birth and Kassab is an Arab of

Jewish faith. Neither have any known associa tlon with' the

Arnoff Connection With Xaossab
£ .

7o further establish that there ceuld be a link between Eraden

and Kassab, . Noyes alleged that there might be an associatio
between Arnoff and Kasszb., In an interview, Arnoff denied having

any business or sccial scquaintance with David Xassab, or his
family. Arnoff has been introduced to David Xassab by Dr.
Dubrin. Xo other evidence of a potential connection betwesen

¥azsah and Arnoff couid be found.

It was then alleged that Gerald Chase, who 4id tax work foxr
Arnoff, was coarnacted with the bribery indictment of Councilwman

Tom Shepard. This allegation wns bosically true since Chase was

u
H
®
0
[
| aetd
<
o]

N e - i} > I N U L) K. oy L < - - . - S S R
mentioned during tie indictwent préocasdings and he &

five percent ¢of a corporation invol V'J in the land sale of

wialch the bribery indictment was the center of controversy.
A2rnoff received 4% percernt of thoe sto in the same Ltransaction.

llowevey, this connccticnh 4id not estzblish a tie between Arncff

v
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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after 1963. McCowan stated in an interview that he had had no
. .

recent contact with Kassab. Noyes' hypothesis was based upon

<

the prom;se that McCowan was in some way involved in the assassi-
nation conspiracy and that he was hired as defense investigator
to keep an eye on Sirhan. Therefore, the ties between McCowan

and Kassab ultimately must be tied with James Braden and the

John . Kennedy assassination.

G
oy

The investigation in no way supports su a tenuous premise and

in fact the alleged ties between several of the parties are non-

4
i
)}

onnection with Draden, several other allegations were
sugcested. One aileged that Vincent Di Pierro, an Anbassador

Yotel employee andswiiness in the Sirhan #rial, was actwf€lly

‘ . / C A s S

named Victor E, Pereira, an ex-convict and associate of Braden's.
. e .

In suggesting that Braden was at the scene of John F. Kennedy's

This allegation was disproven.

assassination: Noyves Cirected investicgators to sever al unpunlished
photographs which showed {wo men being led away from the Texas

Bock Depository by twe policemen. Thesz two men allegedly

rescewbled. Jands braden and James Iard Ray, the convicted assissin
of Martin Luther King.- - James Earl Ray was in priscn £rom Maxch,

1660, until his eacape in Apwil, 19¢69. A comparison of the

phuotographs and pictures of Brajden rovoaled no rcsemol nce.

_ 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



fia Connection With A Cong p

Feter Noyes proposed several uwnrelatad HYDOuthtS with regard
to Jaées Braden and a possible tie with Slrnun and thce assassi-
naztion. Noves' primary alleg;tion reguired that there be scme
ultimate tie with McCovwan. Noyes contacted investigators of

the Department several times on the premise that he was hoping:

to assist the investigation. In this regard he would suggest

various options which he felt might uncover a conspiracy. He
advised investigators that he had “penetrated" the defense
investigation staff through one of its members. Though he

- ’

ned to name him he hinted broadly that the man was Roberi

iser, the writer originally retained to write an inside story

-

on Sirhan for a national magazine.

As the 1nve5uagaglon progressed Noyes proposed that Braden had
been somehow tied to the Friars Club card game scandal an d in
a'real estate development controlled by the Mafia. From this
prenise Noyes conceived that the Robert Kennedy assassination
was inspired by the Mafia and that Braden and David Kassab were

the principals Noyes felt that the Mafia would want Robert F.

s

Kennedy killed because of the alleged pressure brought by Rober

F. Kennedy on the Mafia while he was the Attorney General.

Q\

As with the potential Arab conspiracy allegation, investicators
sct out to cstablish tha extent of lafia involvement with Braden

anc ultimetely to prove or disprove any Mafia invol-

Investigation revealed that both David XKassab and James Rraden

)

7
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possiblc Mafia cennections.  The investigation of Kasszab
that he had at one time been involved in a scheme “o

swindle .a group of U.C.L.A. students laring -a Buropean travel

o

tour. An associate of Kassabs, Geov(C’;:;:;rov*ch;'was sub-

scquently .convicted with Xassab

reports indicate that there was a tie between Joe;Sica,'a xnown
Mafia figure, and Dimitrovich; and, though it was never proven,
it was suspected that Sica received a part of the money taken
in this scheme. The oniy other poﬁsible known conneétion
between the Sica .éf-:and Kassab was a mutual acguaintance

betwea2n them and

of

QJ

a menber of the Roar
Diractors of the San Fernando Trash Collection Association.
This potential tie was found tc be no: thing more than a mutual

acquaintance. This is the extent of Kassab's known association

-

slightly more extensive connection with the Mafia.

While in prison, Braden correspon&ed with Anth Snalldone, a

known Mafia figure, regarding several small oil ventures in

o3}
N
"‘l
2
M
s
jod
v
L
[

which Draden was interested.

Braden was also a busi ness associa of Victor E. Pereira. BPBoth
were acguainted with the Smalidone brothers. Pereira and Braden

N
had besen ianvolved in severa 1 swirndles, one involving a laxrge

-

sum of wmoney from one of Pereira}s:wives. In addition, Braden
was shown to have had sone association with- a, Arthul Clark, Sr.,
now deceased, who was & one time member of the DetLo* Purple
Gang. This constituted the extent of Draden's known Mafia

connections.

-
. )
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Except for the probable obvicas connection between the Siéa
brothers and the Smalldone brothers in the overall nccwo*k of
the Mafia, the tie between Kasséb and zZraden within the Mafia
itself is not well supported. As was previously shown, the
tie between Lassub'and Braden through Gerald Chase, Joe Arnoff
and Dr. Dubrin was not well founded. The connection which is
attempted within the Mafia must also rely on‘the strength of
the other relationship and this was not found. In adéition,
the tie must uwltimately hinge upon the Késsaﬁ-McCowan relation-

" ship which has been shown to have been weak.

If the assumption continues that McCowan was to be the inside

contact with Sirhan, the ecxistence of a previous association

batween Sirhan and any of the parties, including McCowan, must

b this relationship &id not

D

shown. As discussed earlier,

exist.

As shown earlier, Victor I. Persire and Vincent Di Pierro, the
trial witness, were two different persons. The potential tie
from this &nrlc was therefore broken.
‘Feter Noyes also 1 aned‘gjzinformation which liq&gﬁ defense
! 7 “

attoraney Russeld Parsons with the Mafia. The investigation

substantiated his claim and revealed that Parsons had represented
the Sica brothers in somc legal watters dating back as far as

the mid-1850's. This tie with the Mafia removes the nccessity

to MeCewan. lHowever, the same yeguiremnent is necessaxy to link

(|

the Mafia with Sirhanh through Parsons or Mclowan direct

/
]
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requirement would be some priox asscociatien between Sirhan and

2

env of the parties, especially McCowan or Parsons. This

rcelationship has not peen 10Whe

1+ should be pointed out that any con sspiracy theory must show
that Sirhan was sufficiently inf fluencad to conmit the cri ime.

In order to exert such an influence the conspirator would

require more than a supe rficial ox chance relationship with

£a

¢irhan. 1he extensive background investigation into Sirhan's

[0)]

history does not suggest that such a relationship ever occurr

or existed.

The investigation of James Bracern, +he Kassabs, and the Mafia
was concluded at this point. ‘Ne evidence was discovexed which

would strengthen the complicated hypothesis which Noyes had

prove the allegation. IHowever, due. to. the potential truth in
the discovery that Jamcs rraden may have been the man wanted in
the Garrison investigation in New Crleans, the F.E.XI., was given

211 inf o*matlon o this mat

o
b
s
o
,J-
o}
<
0
V
LQ
SZ)
€3

-t
e
jal
H
o
0

rding
Eraden, his oil intercsts, Louisiana oil interests and the John
T

¥. Kenncdy assassination is not within the jurisdiction of this

\‘ij"‘l LluCI. (W

I‘.lC,"".‘--*"II‘. _CC NSPIRACY ALL ECATICH .

3+ another point in the investi

by tec

Q
cr
[O)

ey hoyes, he constructad

w2
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that they could be 1;nlhu with Sirhan. Noyes first hypothesized
thqt the Garrisecn investigation of Idgar Fugene Bradley involved

the entire of

ultra-ric¢ht wing

sprectrun aspecially

X3 " -
the para-

e

[0
Q.
+
=
&
lad
');

0]
et

military organization,

was scmehow connectad with Loz ren, a suspected Minutemnsn
mentioned in James Garrison' investigation; Reverend Dennis\ L
\

Mower and

Minutemen

1

in the background invest

Wit

ol

ates in

w

compound the weakness of Noyesz' premise

hoe

AN

the man Leing
-

% o
ley.

1

atv sonme

ings in

iecat

originally makes-

Reverend Vesle

-

tigation of Sirhan.

£
4

his notebooks and +the ata:elents o

~

that

(X3

12 held

Acvyrbhelcs ;

between the Minutemen

L.
[ 53
of whom

S 7 1. [ T .
Wltn tie Kinuvsermon

R St . =
ink with any of
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On the contrary,
Sirhan'
aft-wing views.

the contention

Eraden is

was conducted

bt

Qre active

nvolv 4 in the .

_,.w\'w

Society; bert, a Minuteman who was
) e K . . (': ;
7 .
. convicted for possession of dynamite. Gilbert was the Mlhut::vn s
erpert on explosives and military weazons.
Noyes offered no concrete connection between Sirhan and thes
wltra-right wing individvals. His sugg i that Sirhan was

sympathetic in some way with the right-wing was not supported

which

actualliy

be not Edgar Fugene

in an

Jo —/-
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Detwaan

<
[
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Lo
o o
or in the Sirhan trial itself investigators returﬂed to the
name of Officer'H. Al L“tLum who was originally involved in
;
the Yand sale scheme with Michael McCowan and Davié Kassab. It
vas found that Latham wés associated with the John Birch Society.
However, there was no evidence to suggest that his association

stretched to other right-wing groups.

A weaker link was also uncovered which revealed that another

Los Angeles Police Officer had been associated with tﬁe Minutceéman.
‘This officer knew ¥eith Gilberf and had been. assoclated with £wo
persons Who were at one time close to Edgar Eugene Bradley. They

subsecguently brcke with hinm ower struggle within the

(o)}
o]
i

e
by
Lo}
W)
@]

Minutenen organizatiocn.

This connection was the oaly other one which could be found

which might conceilvably ascociate McCowan with the Minutemen.

There was no cvidence to connect the officer with McCowan. As

Hh
o
7

stated previously, regardless of ithe potential tie between

groups or persons who might have ploti

Ty
ci
O
[s7]
]
O
éa
Pl
[a
d.
'?J
L-‘-\l
0
o]
o
0
0
<
0

assassination 1t ig necessary to have a concrete tie with Sirhan.
McCowan represents that tie after th assassination -- no tie

-

has been Lound bafore that date.

The last allegation provided by Noves suggested that the AZmerican
Counqil of Churches had conta cted;SirHan through one of the
sevaral churches attended by the Sirhan family in Pasadena. The
Znerican Council of Churches is suspected of being affiiliated

CR Vidoome e d il A ER, ivm S rp ey et - £t
with the ulitra-right wing organizetion. Some menbers of the

"~y v T . T g e . - A 5 3 PREEN T | 1 X £ 2 . 3 P
Covncil are Xaowrn ©o be associated with the Minutemen and vico
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versa. Lasod on this premise Peter loyss hypothesized that the

plot originated in Sirhan's church background.

Investigation disclosed that some of the churches attended by

Sirhan, or

1o

affiliated with the American Council

o
}J
t
H.‘
)
3
Fr.
}_J
g
-~
=
®
H
o

of Churches, or any of the right-wing ministers mentioned in

Noyes' allegations.

Peter Noyes provided investigators with a great deal of infor-
mation, most of which was conjectural and nebulous. Eis
intentions can not be wholly eva luvated. He argued that he

5

-
e

ncerely wished to assist the investigation.- However, his

efforts have on cccasion secmed purnosely vague and he seemed
to be providing only what he wanted the investigators to know.
His motives are further suspect in that he and another wr riter,
Jack Fox, are researching for a book on the Robert F. Kennedy

aszassination. Aside from a great many hours of investigation,

(‘l

i
&)
ks
o
0
c
—
o+
"
-

1ave been totally negative with regard to Sirhan B.-
Sirhan and a conspiracy with the aforementioned groups, or any

cther person ox group.

o

~_.
X
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The follo is & report ¢+ findings encountered

} 2

during the investigation nto various allegations as related
by :Peter R. Noyes.

1
H

During the carly months of 1862, Los Angelés Police

. Squires, and

M. ‘:;ywﬂn' P, N)I/ul, J. V‘(/mg;ee, J.

D. G.' Rickards were approached by Officer H., Latham with a

fen” '

scheme whereby they would receive $75.00 for each transaction

that they cutered into with him on a real estate purchasing

venture, Latham was to be the go-between the officers and

‘David Kassawv, a non-licensed real estate salesman. Fach

?
officer was to apply for a new home loan. Through a manipu-

lation of trust decds, the property would eventually go to

David Kassab who woculd resell the homes at an inflated price.

The method of this operation, employed by the Kassab group,was
as follows: laster Escrows were opened with David Kassab as
the buyer. 'he escrow provided for the sale of approximately

100 homes in the San Fernando Valley for the sum of $18,2C035.00

each, On April the 19th, 1962, Kassab aprointed two cther

individuals as his nominees in the above e@scrows. Individual

eSCYows were sunsoguen

o
}-
)

opened on each house between the
noninee, the sellers, and other persons who were part of the

Kassab 'group. The "Companion® escrows provided for a selling

price of those houses in the ampunt of $22,950.00.

In cach "Companion" escrow, a "dummy" buyer applied for a ncw

-

loan based on the inflated selling price. The "dummy" buyer

would then deposit a check into the escrow and simultaneously

. s
/ / ‘y ' / / .41' /
{— 24 D f A
17 L R

. e
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$ign an 1inotruction authorizing for tne immediate release of
those funds to the seller. The escrows were concurrent in
eaéh house. This loan proceeding was then transferred to the

original escrow from the "Companion" escrow.

A second trust deed was created on each of these houses. 1In
some instances, the sccond trust deeds were sold to third
parties and in other cases the second was sold directly through

the escrow by a "“"dunmy" buyer.

In dividuals used by Kassab as "dumnmy" buyers included the

aforementioned officers. Others included Dr. Stanley Dubrin

and numerous other non-police personnel,

Késsab, working through Lathaﬁ and McCowan told the officers
taht he, Kassab, did not have sufficient funds to undertake

such a large purchase of the 100 houses which he was trying to
purchase.’ Kassab proposed that the officers allow th€ American
Nile Corporation to”ﬁEEwtﬁéir nemes and credit to acquire some
of these homes. 1In excﬁange, the officers would receive $75.00
for each home loan they epplied for. Title to the houses would
be in the officers names, and in case of any default in payment,

they could take over the property.

t
[

Kassab told £he officers that it would be necessary to deposit
a check in éscrow ih the amount bf $2,000.00. In each case,'
npﬁe of the mentioned officers had the required $2,000.00.
However, Kassab assured them that the money would bé'put into

their account to cover the “NSF" checks.

2/
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The purposc of using "dummy" buyers to purchase title was to
run the propoerties through "Sham" title holders and increase

the value.

In other instances David Kassab, through a manipulation of

trust deeds, was able to obtain temporary title o% the property
in guestion before it cleared escrow. He would then sell a
second érust deed to an innocent buyer. After a sﬂort period
of'time, the involved cofficer's "NSF" checks would bounce,
causing the first trust deed held in abe&ance in escrow. David
Kassab would then buy back the second trust.deed from the inno-
ceﬁt victim at a 50% discount on the pretext that the foreclosure
was imminenﬁ. If neéessary, he would take the money from the
second trust deed to cover the'qhortage in the officer's bank

accounts.

David Kassab was evantually arrested and convicted of another
erbezzlement and sent to the state prison on a land- swindle of

a property known as "Little Lake" in Inyo County.

A lengthy detailed investigation éf the officers' conduct in
this matter was conducted by Internal Affairs Division of the
Los Angeles Policc_Départment. This matter was presented to
the.District Attofnéy's office to determine if these officers

should also be brought to trial.;

Deputy District Attorney Robert E. Remar rejected a cbmplaint
against the officers.stating that although there appeared tobe

a good prima facie case of grand theft, especially in the Latham

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 ’ T
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matter, there were practical difficulties in presenting the
matter to a trial jury. Additionally, he added that the
criminal causes df.action against the officers were extremely
weak, and.suggésféd.that the Department reconsider thé'matter

internélly.

Invéstigation into the business dealings each officer had with
‘the Kassab Clan revealed that Officer Latham entered into 22
transactions directly through David Kas;ab. McCowan parti-
cipated in 13 real estate purchases. One ofMcCowna's real
estate transactions involvéd Officer G. B. Netzley, if which
both attempted to follow the same scheme as did David Kassab.
The remaining four officers conducted their real estate trans-
actions through Kassab via Lafham. The purchase of the various
homes by the latter four officers varied from one to three

tranisactions each,

"A background check of cach officer involved indicafed that
.Rickards'and Latham were affiliated with the John Birch Society
'_in North Holiywood. Further investigation disclosed that some
rembers of the Minuteren Sociéty infultrated this organizafion
and recruited the more militant Birchers into their society.
Among the_ﬁipygemén in this area, the following persons wvere
found to be affiliated with that society. Dal%ﬁ§ Roguemore,
(deceased), TIO) Loucgtbw, Phill Ef/g;heib,védgar Fugene
A
%/iydolotte, Keith D. Gllbert,

Brad:i}/éarolfiydeloube, é:ﬁbp
Delo Lowéll, Gerald‘L Smlth, Reverend Dennis Mower,

/s i
Reverend Wesley Swift, Keith D¢ cmplcton, James Thorton, and
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Robert R. ﬁomero. It was also ;eagggd that, now reﬁirea Los
Angeles Police Officer C; W{(;:ite, was also dlbsély”associated'
wiLh Gilbert, the Aydelottes, Scheib and Mower.

On February 25, 1965, 1400 pounds of stolen dynamite was locatéd
in the garage apariment residence of Keith D, Gilbert, at 419
Western, Glendale, California. The owner of/this residence wﬁo
lived in the front hcuse was Mrs. Bernice)Iverson,.the sistgr

of Officer White. ‘During an interxview with White by the investi-
~gating officecr in thc.dynamite burglary casec, he admitted kncwing

. . - [ .
Dennis Mower, a militant Minuteman.

- A check of Gilbert's background was conducted to determine his
involvement with Officer Whité. At the time the dynamite was
located at his home, Gilbert was in possession of a business

card with the inscription "Michael Wayne-Promoter."

S

Michael Wayne, it was-;pecglated by this investigator, Qas the
sama young male caucasian who was at the Ambassador Hotel on
June 5, 1968, when Senator Kenncdy was shot. Shortly after the
shooting, Michael Wayne was seen running from the kitchen area
and was.sugsequently stopped and interrogated.- During the
interrqgation, it was noted that he was in possession of a card
bearing the name, Keith Gilbert. Due to the fact that éilbert
was an extremist in the right.wiﬁg organization and Michael
Wayné wag seen leaving the. scene cf the shooting, anlinteﬁse

_investigation was conducted to determine their association.
=‘ 'b vy . N .t

Keith Gilbort was interviewed in San Quentin Prison, April 1,
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1969, with reference to Wayne's business card and his connection
with the Minutemen. Gilbert admitted his membership in the

Minutemen Society, but stated he did not recall the person who

Had given him the business card with Wayne's name. Gilbert
indicated that he had acquired numerous business cards while
in the fire-arms business in which he and other Minutemen, Robert

~

R, Romero, were partners.

Giibert, it was noted, was anxioﬁs to be truthful Qith'the.
investigator as he did not want to hurt his chances for an early
parole. Gilbert, it was learned, wrote a letter to Senator

:S Robert Kennedy on March 1, 1967, from San Quentin Prison. Iﬂ

&9\3 that letter he stated that he was a former member of the Minut

mzj . . . . . 7

= men Organization and had information connecting Lee Harvey Oswald
i e ’ . et nd _ = -
51 i X .. . . i g
ol to the Minutemen., This information, Gilbert wrote, was acquired
o while he was in the Minutemen Organizaticn. He told this investi-
& ) -

Eﬁg gator that while he was in Canada avoiding prosecution for the
R ’ .

nuk v

< . - . . . o e

2°ﬁ possession of dynamite, he heard Dennis Mower make a statement

0o

o U

g ‘that Oswald bad been a Minuteman. Gilbert did not have first

zZ20 ‘

hand knowledge as he had indicated in the letter to Senator Kennedy.

Numerous pictures were shown to Gilbert which included persons

he definately knew. Wayne's picture plus other unrelated photo-
 graphs wexre shown to him, 'Giibeyt identified all the photos that
the'invesfigatot knew that Gilbert was associated with. Howevesx,
he failed to identify the picture of Michael Wayne. he emphati-
cally denied having ever met Viayne but added that he may have

. received it from onc of many people he met at a gun show in

Yuma, Arizona.
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Gilbert also related that Dennis Mower had told him that Edgar
Eugene Bradley had been involved in the.murder of Dallas

Roguemore, whose death had been listed as a suicide.

An investigation into this alligation revealed that Roquemore,

an acquaintance of Edgar Eugene Bradley was shot and killed
accidentally by Frank A. Augtin, in Weaverville, California

on January 4, 1964. An investigation by the Weaverville Sheriff’s
Office and a polygraph examination proved that the shoéting was
indeed accidental. Edgar Eugene Bradley was in Southern

California at the timé of the shooting.

Michael Wayﬁa was rcinterviewed on April 1, 1965, to determine
his knowledge of thg card fouﬁd.at Gilbert's residence and of
Gilbert's‘card found in his possession on the’%iéhéyof June 5,
1868. Wayne was given a polygraph'examination by Lt. E,
Hernandez in which he was asked about the business card and
‘iabout his running from the scene of the shooting at the
.Ambassador Hotel. Lt., Hernandez stated that in his expert
opinion, Wayne was being truthful when he replied that he did
not know Gilbert nor had he ever givén a business card to
Gilbert; wayne denied ever having had a business card bearing.
his name. Wayne could not recall how he obtained Gilbert's
card nor who had given it to hinm. Thé éolygraph examination
agéin indicéted he was truthful. He waz also truthfql when

he repliéd that he had never belonced to the Minutemen Society:

roxr was he associated with them.

. 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. ) @
All the officers mentioned in connection with David Kassab
have since rctired with the exception of Rlpkards and Netz ley.
On Janualy 6, ]965 McCowan, a tcn year veteran for the Los
Angcles Police Depa%tment, resigned in lieu of deciplinary
action when he was arrested for theft and tampering w1th the

United States mdwl

In this particular case, McCowan, through false pretenses
retrieved a package containing a diamond. ring from the post-

office which he and Jean Ortiz had mailed carlier that day.

Miss Ortiz, on learning that the package haa not arrived at its
intended deStination'immediately notified the postal authorities.
The postal investigators quickley determined that Michael McCowan,
nad returned to the'bost—office'and had retrieved the package

on the pretext that it was evidence.

On January 24, 1966, McCowan was found guilty of theft of U.S.
Mail under Title 18, Section 1708, U.S. Code. This was the
--second of two trials. fThe first trial ended in a hung jury.

The jury was eleven to onc for acquittal. On January 29, 1968,
after an appear, thelsentence of five years was reduced to three
years pfobﬁtion. It was during McCowan's second trial that he

was represented by Attorney Russell Parsons.

Prior to his resignation from the Los Angeles Police Department,
ticCowan had been attending Law school at Southwest School of .
Law, in Los Angeles. "It was at this school where he first met

Ron Allen, the owner of a private investigating firm.
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After his resignation from the Police Department, Ron Allen
offered McCowan employment as -an investigator for the Allen
Firm. Although McCowan was denied an investigators license
by the State, he continued to work for the Allen Firm as an

employee which did not require a license.

McCowan was asked to be the defénse investigator by Parsons
after the latter was retained as one of the defense attorneys. .
McCowan exblaincd that his expenses fpr-the investigating came
from a fund which was part of $17,000 that Robert Kaiser had
gotten as a retainer for writing a book about Sirhan. According
to McCowan, Cooper put up several thousand dollars to help with.
" the expenses, Other money came from Life Magazine for an
article which appeared shortly after the trial began. Again,
according to McCowan, after Kaiser writes his book, Kaiser will
receivé one~third of the royalties; a third will go to the Sirhan
family and the remainder to the attorneys. Of the latter two-
thifds expenses will be taken out before dividing up the money.
The three attorneys, Russell Parsons, Grant Cooper and Emile
zola Berman, according to McCowan, each signed a contract with
Kaiser agreceing not write.a book. McCowan, however,irefused’to
sign that contract. :

!
Oon July.3; 1968, Jacquelyn Caponizzo.noﬁified the deéectives at
the Van Nuys Station that she was in possession of numerous guns
which belonged to Michael McCowan. She related thatiMcCowan had
given hér-thc guns approximately six months pfior to keep in her
home for séfekeepihg. Hle told her that he had confisgated them

<

2s
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from Jean ?7 who had been involved in a burgiary with her
hushand and tﬁat the_guns were possibly stolen. Los Angeles
Pofice Detectives took four rifles, ﬁﬁo shbtguhs, 8 pistols,
and one automatic .25.caliber pistol into éustody. These items
were checked through gun records locally and fhrough C.I.I.
where it was determined that there was no cfime.report out-
standing on these weapons. Investigation into the true owners

of these wcapons is still in progress.

An intensive financial background check of McCowan's bank accounts
have failed to disclose ,any unusual large deposits or withdrawals

prior to and after the assassination of Senator Robert Kennedy.

On May 17, 1968, McCowan filed for a divorce from his wife
Catherine Leona McCowan. She crossriiled and obtained Custody of
two minor children. In the divorce suit, neithef showed the
other in possession of a large sum of moncy. McCowan's wife,
Catherine, had $3,000.00 in her possession according to the

diveorce suit. McCowan's assets were almosi nil at that time.

Several weeks priox to the close of the Sirhan trial, McCowan
had a conversation with Sirhan in the County Jail. McCowan
related to the investigators that Sirhan indicatéd tﬁat if he
were found guilty of first degree murder, he would let it be
known that President Johnson put'him-up'to the shooting of the

Senator. When McCowan told Sirhan that this would be a "Stupid

"

sounding story," and how easy it would be to check this out,

and how ridiculous Sirhan would look after this allegation was
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cleared up, -sirban changed his story. 3S..han then stated that

he would then involve "loffa."

McCowan allcges to have Sirhan's confidence and intends to write

a book on his portion of the investigation.

Officer Harold Latham, now retired was a personal ffiend of
David Kassab. On September é, 1968, it was discovered that
Latham and Kassab had joint bank accounts at the California
Bank in Conoga Park. David Kassab and Latham have knowh each
other since 1955, They became close friends after Kassab sold-

a house for Jatham.

Due to a large court'judgement levyied against Kassab in a case

involving grand theft he could not hold property in his own name
L7 .

without a lien being placed on it. In May, 1962, Latham purchased

prbperty for Kassab in his name. Both Latham and Kassab's wives

developed a close friendship.

In 1963, Marilyn Meyer, an owner of an apartment house, was in

' the process of looking for a prospective buyer when she was
introduced to David Kasgab at ‘the California- State Eécrow
Company by an escrow clerk, Joan Whitehouse. After several
meetings and dates with Miss Meyer, David Kassab convinced her
that sﬁe should sell her apartment houses and reinveét hexr money
in-individual homres. He-éSAVinaed her that élthough she sold
the ;paftment house to a police officer, the originai title
~would be reverted to.her after obtaining enough money from the

resale of the -individual houses.
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Including inexr saVings, she invested $.6,000.00 into 3i sepaxrate
dwellings. 'She énd David Kassab opened joint accaunts. Kassab
collected the rent on the homes and éocketed the money instead.
-of paying the loan company. Eventually she lost all the homes.

She managed to séivage $10,000.00. -

Officer Gambee, it was learned was the "dummy buyer," who
purchased the apartment house belonging to Marilyn A. Meyer who

was eventually bilked out of $38,000.00 by David Kassab.

During the time that Miss Meyer and David Kassab were in partner-
ship, she had office space. in ,the American Nile Corporation
Office. She worked for David Kassab aS a paid employee. Itiwas
noted that the majérity of the real estate transactions were
conducted through a Diamond Escrow Company t 2003§ Saticoy.

The president of that coﬁpany was William/;:gby.‘/gggby was

also a suspect in the Kassab case and was a material witness in

the case of People verses Dr. Stanley Dubrin.

The case invoiving Dr..Stanley Dubrin was similar to that for
which David Kassab was tried and convicted. William Rigby was
nevar brought to trial nor were-chérges filed against him. Late
l
in 1963, William Rigby filed a Civil Suit:- in the amount of
$350,000.00 against Stanley Dubrin, David Kassab, Miéhael McCovian
andmLasAVégas General Enterprise Incorpérated plus numcrous other
persons stating fraud as the reason for suit. This suit was in
|
connection with the land swindles by David Kassab while Rigby .
was the presidenﬁ'ofinigmond Esc;OW~Company.. On Jﬁly 31, 1968,

the suit was dismissed.
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David Kassaw, born in Bagdad, Iraq, is the thira of seveén -
children of his natural parents. His family was forced to flee
thelr home because of anti-Jewish fegllngs in that country,
Kassab listed his religion as Hebrew and hlS wife as a Methodist.
ﬁis mother died of_a heart attack in 1942, after an uprising.
against the Jews. David Kassab was born in.Iraq and lived in
Bagdad from 1940 through 1948. During the years 1948 and 1549,
the family lived in Urban Teheran Iran. He has lived in.the
United States, namely Los Angeles, California, from 1949, to -
‘present. le has been married twice and divorced twice. The

latter, Madeline Gickman, divorced him on July 23, 1968,

s

' His occupational background indicates that he was in real estate
from 1955 to 1963. His arresf record dates back to August 28,
1959, when he was arrested for Grand Theft. He was found guilty
on June ;3, 1962, and received a five year probation, and one
year in the County Jail. In this case, Kassab was involyed in

a Travel Agency sham with co-defendant Geérge Dimitrovich. Both
were doing business under the name of Furopa Travel. They
'advcrtised air-transportation in local newspapers at:greatly
reduced rates. The prospectus was that the plangs would be leased
from a Mexican Airline and fiights~would operate to Furope,
Israel‘and waypoints from Mexico. By doing so, they could sub-
sequently unhdersell American Airlines. .A round trip flight to
and from Europe was advertised at $545.00. As a results of this
édvertisement, Stanley Wells, a student at the_Univefsity of
California at Los Angeles; coilected $30,000,00 from 80 students

who planned to take the trips that Kassab had advertised.
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Wells turned the money over to Kassab. -Neither of the co-
defendants sccured the permission of the Mexican government to
operate planes from Mexico in any form. The money was not

returned to the purchasers.

In December 1963, David Kassab was found guilty of grand theft
money and sentenced to the state penetentiary in a case involving
a complex sale of property known as "Little Lake" in Ynyo County.
Iﬁterviews of the Judge and the-District_Attorney Qho handled

the latter case both agreed Eggt the defendant Kassab had been
involved in a series of coﬁ@lex frauds, The property stclen in

this particular matter was in an excess of $100,000. Kassab was

regarded as an extremly clever and cdangerous swindler.

In 1965, David Xassab was released from prison on parole. He
immediately obtaincd employment with the Lawee Development

Corporation headed by a relative, Daud Elani. Elani had alsc

‘been involved in land sales with David Kassab. Elani listed

himself as the pfesidcnt of the El Furate Corporation, 18040

Sherman Way, Encino.

David Kassab's past indicated that he was involved in numerous
money making schemes involving real estate. Investigation into
Kassab's past both financially and business failed to disclose -

any connection with the Sirhan family or Sirhan B. Sirhan.

David Kassab was in partnership with David Flani and Dr. Stanley
Dubrin in the Americdn Nile Corporation, a real estate office.

Dr., Stanley Dubrin was arrested on February 28, 1963, and
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charged with one count of Grant Theft. 'In this case, a first
trust deed was inadvertantly xeconveyed to Dubrin who although

had this knowledge sold the property as "Free and Clear", He

then dissipated the funds.

On October 14, 1966, Dr. Dubrin was arrested for the crime of
abortion. In this case, the Deputy District Attorney rejected

the complaint on insufficient evidence and Dubrin was released.

On June the l4th, 1963, Los Angeles Police Departnent was,édviSed
that Dr. Stanley Dubrin had propositioned Clyde Edwara/;:;ld, |
an ex-con to murder his wife;.Cathcrine Dﬁbrin, aka Ink. Field
volunteered to assist the Homicide Investigators in the matter.
'However, after conferring with his attorney, Field declined to
"become involved because he was due éo be sentenced on a burglary
charge and his attorney tﬁought it unwise for Field to take a
chance of getting into any trouble. Without this witness the
investigation into the solicitation of murder had to ba dis-

.continued. ’ ) :

Dr. Dubfin was a close friend of David Kassab and a business
partner in the American Nile Corporation. A check of Dubrin's
financial background failed to disclose any connection wiih
Sirhan B. Sirhan, lowever, a financial éheck did indicate éhat
he is in debt to various lending;ofganizations in an eﬁcess of
$1.00,000. | -

Dubrin rented office space from Joe Arnoff tﬁg owner of the

“Big A" steres, 8341 Coroga Boulevard, Conoga Park, in connection
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with his meuical practice. Dubrin anu Joe Arnoﬁf have been
.clqse friends since 1962 and their families have visited socially.
Dr.%Dubrin is also the Arnoff family physiﬁian; Dubrin admitted
their friendship and their one time businegs venture., Although

Arnoff was introduced to David Kassab by Dubrin, they did not

become acgquainted any further.

Arnoff was involved in the bribery case concerning Councilman
Tom Shepard to the extent that he, Arnoff, had seveﬁ'acres of
land in ﬁhé Valley which was to have been rczoned for the puréosé
.of a buildiny development. Arnoff received 45% of the building
corporation stock as his dividend for the use of the land.

~ Councilman Shepard was later indicted on a bribery charge in
conncction with this rezoning.' In the first Shepard trial the
jury failed to reach a verdict. At this writing, the Shepaxrd

&
case is under submission to the Judge in a court trial.

Another figure in the Shepard case was Wallace White who received
. 45% of the corporation's stock for putting up the money in the

1land developnent,

Arthur Toll, an attorney for this development corporation received

5% of the stock as part of the legal fee.
. |

[
Gerald Chase a Certified Public Accountant received the remaining

5% for handling the account of this same corporation.

Gerald Chase is a business partner in the accounting firm of
Chase, Bierman and Dunn at 280 S. Beverly Drive, Suite 402,

ﬁevefly 1Ii1ls, California. Chase was the accountant for Arnoff

-
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which included the account of the "Big AY stores. They ter-
minated their business association in March 1965. Their

relationship at that time was business only, they never became

close friends. At present, Chase is suing Arnoff for back pay

‘owed to him.
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The. follow . . '

rgport is a condensed - vy of the Xassab

investigatinn as outlined in the chart accompanying this report.

: _ o
During the carly months of 1962, Loz Angeles Police Officers AN

M.A. McCowan, D. G. Rickards and three other officers entered

into a sham real estate purchasing venture with Officer Latham
whereby they received from $75.00 to $250.00 for each transaction

that they entered into with him. Latham was the go-between the

of ficers and David Kassab, a non-licensed real estate saleémanq
Kassab appiicﬂ~for purchase of'apbroximately 100 homes in the

San Fernando Valley for a sum of $18,200.00 each., Individual
escrows were immediately opened on each house. The officefs acting

as "dummy" buyers applied for new loans based on an inflated price.

. In some cases, secoad trust deeds were sold to unsuspecting buyers

before title was cleared through escrow. When the "non-sufficient
funds" checks, submitted by the officers earlier as down payment
on the property bounced, Rassab would buy béck the second trust
deed at a 50 per cent discount on the pretext that a ﬁoreclosure

was- irmminent.

David Kassab was born in Bagdad, Iraq. He is the third of seven
children who was forced, with his parents, to flee their homeland
because of anti-Jewish feelings in that coﬁntry. He‘and bis

family lived in Bagdad from 1940 to 1948. During thé years. of 1948
and 1949 his family lived in Urban Teheran, Iran. He came to the
United States in 1949 and has been living in Los Anggles ever since.

lie has been in the real estate business since 1955.

Kassab's arrest record dates back to August 28, 1559 when

he was arrested for grand theft. This case involved a

[y ) _SIP

.,
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a travel agency sham with a co-defendant, George Dimitrovich.

Both were doing business under the name of Europa Travel.
The§ advertised air transportation at greatly reduced rates.
The prospectus was thaf a plane would be leased from a
Mexican Airline and flights would operate to Europe from
Mexico. The round trip flight was advertised at.$545.00.
Both David Kassab and Dimitrovich collected over $30,000.00
from 80 UCLA students. They pocketed the money and did not
fulfill their contréct. Intelligence reports indicated that
bofh David XKassab and ﬁimitrovich were prohably in partner-
ship with Jon Sica, in this travel agency. Although there

" were strong indications of the Sica connection, positive

proof could not be established.

Working with David Kassab,while invelved in the home buying

sham, was_Dx. Stanley Dubrin. Dubrin listed himself as the

. Vice~president of the American Nile Corgprétion, a real
estate office. David Kassab listed himself as a co-owner

of that Corporation. Other Kassab family members affiliated
themselves with that organization as did se&eral relatives

of_the Kassab Clan.

Dr. Stanley Dubrin's arrest record dates back to February

- 28, 1963 when he was charged with grand Fheft. In this éase,

a first'truét deed was inadverfe%ﬁly reconveyed to him. Although
he had knowledge of this exxor, he sold the property %s "free

and clear," then dissipated the funds. On October 14; 1966,
bubrin was arrcested for the crime of aboftion but was released

due to insufficient evidence. On June 14, 1963, the lLos

-2/
3
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Angeles Pol_c. Department was advised .liwc Dr. Dubrin had
propositioned an ex-convict to murder his ex-wife, Kathy Dubrin,
aka, ;nk. Dubrin ‘was not brought to trial or arrested for

this solicitag%qnlgﬁ nurder due to Ehe informants lack of
cooperation with the investigators. Without that persons

testimony, a case could not be establiched.

In 1966, Dubrin rented office space from Joe M. Arnoff the

owner of the "Big A" stores at 8341 Conoga Blvd., Conoga

Park, in connection with his medical practice. Dubrin and
Arnoff have bhecn close friends since 1962. He was also the

Arnoff family physician.

Arnoff eventually went. bankrupt at the "Big A" stores and
severed his business relationship with Dr. Dubrin. Both,
however, remained on friendly terms and still meet socially

on occasicn.

Arnoff was introduced to David Kassab by Dr. Dubrin but did

not become acquainted any further.

Arnoff was involved in the bribery case concerning Councilman

Tom Shepard  to the extent that he, Arnoff, was one of the

owners of a seven acre parcel of land in Concga Park which was
rezoned in 1964 for the purpcse of constructing multiple dwelling
units. Councilman Shepard was later indicted on bribexry charges
in connection with this rezoning. Arnoff owned 45 pe@ cent of

the building»cérporation stock.

P N S
! /
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Another figure in the Shepard case was Wallace White who

received 45 per cent of the co;poratizi;f’igpck for putting
: ' _ j
up the initial cash investwent. Arthuf Toll, the attorney =~

for this corporation, received five per cent of the stock as
his fee for legal services rendered. Gerald Chase, a C.P.A.,
received the remaining five per cent for handling the tax

account of the same corporation.

Gerald Chasc is a business partner in the accounting firm of

Chase, Bierman and Dunn at 280 S. Beverly Drive, Suite 462,
Beverly Hills, California. Chase was alsp the acccuntant for
Arnoff while the latter waé d&ing business at the "Big A"
i‘stores, Both parties terminated their business agsociation
during March 1965. Their relafionship at that time.was strictly
business. They never hecame close friends. At present,

Chase is suing Arnoff for back pay owed to him during the time

he was haﬁdling the "Big A" account.

Among the numerous tax -accounts that Gerald Chase handles is

a person named Jim Braden. He has handled Braden's Empire 0il

Corporation account since 1363 or 1964.

Note: Sece the detailed report of Braden's entirs investi-
gation at the end of this report.

Braden has been associated with Victor Rereira for numerous

’

years., Both were sent to federal prison for grand theft.
"In this case, both had conspired to bilk Pereira's former wife
out of a large sum of money. Both Pereira and Braden are zcquainted

with the Smalldone: Brothers who belohg to the "Maftia."
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Another mutual acquaintance of Braden and Pereira was a person

named Arthur Clark Sr., who is now deceased. Clark was a

#

former member of the 0ld Detroit Purple Gang. P:ﬁ;i;d, when
released from prison, was given employment by Eg\l Scheib of™ "

,,,,

the car painting fame. Intelligenci{isports indicate that

Pereira was also associated with Pauwf Billings who was closely

associated with Mafia members such as the Battaglia Brothers,

In 1962, Pereira had an active financial interest in a New

York bhusincss firm named Grouth Industries. He handled new

stock issues for Accurate Electronics. He so0ld Fred and Alfred
Sica $4500.00 worth of this stock and retained the shares in.
- his name,. Investigation indicated that this was a hoodlum

operated company headed by the Colleti Brothers.

The background investigation of Officers Latham and Rickards
indicated that they were active members of the John Birch Society
in 1963. The John Birch Chapter in the North'Hollywooq area,
was closely associated with the Minutemen Society of which Edgax

Eugene Bradley, Carole Aydelotte, Arthur Aydelectite, Keith Gilberi,

Dennis Mower, Phillip Scheib and other right wing extremists

were members. _ : SN

In checking the background of these Minutemen members, Officer

C.E. White's names was mentioned.as a friend of Keith Duane Gilbert.

On Febrvary 25, 1965, 1400 pounds of stolen dynamite was locatecd
in Gilbert's garage apartment.at 419 Western, Glendalé( California.
The owne£ ¢f the residence who lived in the ffont house was |
Bernice Iverson, the sister of Officer White. During an intexrview

with White,. by the investigating officers in the dynamite burglary

o/ : /)
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case, he admitted his acquaintance with Gilbert.; He also

admitted attending a Minutemen rally several months prior

where Troy Houghton, the Wes% Coast Director of the Minutemen,

spoke. He also admitted knowing Dennig_yowér, a militant

Minuteman.

An investigation into Gilbert's background indicated that a
business card'with the inscription "Michael Wayne, Promoter"

was found in Gilbert's residence when the dynamite was located.

S Tﬁis Michael Wayne, it.was speculated by this investigator,

\\\\ was the same young male Caucasian who was at tha Ambassador

' ;§ Hotel June 5, 1968 when Senator Kennedy was shot. Shortly after
SSB the shooting, Michael Wayne was seen running from the kitchen

area and subsequently stopped and later questioned by Los

During that interrogation, it was

E?g f Angeles Police Detectives.
e &
S R , } ]
ﬁygsg noted that he was in possession of a card bearing the name of
3 Keith Gilbert. Due to the fact that Gilbert was an extremist in

Zanth 3
g5 ¢

1
]
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the right wing organization and Michael Wayne was seen ronning’

o
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from the scene of the shooting, an intensive investigation was
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conducted to determine their association.

On April 1, 1968, Gilbert was interviewed in San Quentin prisen
with reference to Wayne's business card and his connection
with ultra-extremist groups. Gilbert admitted his own membership

in the Minutemen Society, but could not recall the persons who

gave him the business card with Wayne's name. Gilbert indicated

that he had acquired numerous business cards while in the firearms

business in which he and another Minuteman, Robert R. Romero were

rartners, »
: _ L% }f
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Note: Although Wayne's card was one of many found in
Gilbert's residence, at the time of the dynamits
discovery, the name Wayne could not be found among
any of CGilbert's other papers.

Gilbert, it was noted, was anxious to be truthful with this
investigator as his parole investigating officer was present

during this interview. Gilbert stated he did not want to lie

and hurt his chances for an early parole.

Gilbert, it was learned earlier, wrote a letter to Senator R.F.
Kennedy on March 1, 1967 from San Quentin prison. In that
letter, he stated that he was a member of the Minutemen Organi-
zation and had vital information connecting Lee Harvey Oswald
to the Minutemen. When questioned about this letter, Gilbexrt

stated that he had received ithis information from Dennis Mower

ecfletd /0

]

and that he, Gilbert, did not have actual knowledge thai Oswald

<
T
22 was a Minuteman.
)
N |
§Q‘ Numerous pliotographs were shown to Gilbert which included
Aal )
Q:if} persons he definitely knew. Among these pictures was a photo-
CE |
E:"Em graph of Michael Wayne. Gilbert identified all the photographs
= 2=
I ) . . . : . -
o.§§ that the investigator knew Gilbert was associated with. However,

he failed to identify a picture of Michael Wayne. He emphat-
ically denied having ever met Michael Wayne but added that he
?robably received the business card from one of many people

he met at a gun show in Yuma, Arizona.

Additionally, Gilbert related that Dennis Mower had informed
him that' Edgar Eugene Bradley had been involved in a murder of a

person known as Dallas Roguemore, whose death had been listed as

4%
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A latexr in%ésﬁigation into this allegatién revealed that
Roguemore, an acquaintance cf Bradley, was shqt and acci-
dentally killed by-Frank A. Austin in Weaverville, California
on January 4, 1264.. An iﬁvestigation by the Weaverville
Sheriff's office and a polygraph examination proved beyond
a doubt that the shooting was accidental. Edgar Eﬁgene

Bradley was in Southern California at the time cf that shooting.

Michael Wayne was reinterviewed on April 1, 1969 to determine
his knowledge -of the "Wayne" card found at Gilbert's residence
‘and also of Gilbert's card found in his possession on the

morning of June 5, 1968,

Wayne Qas administered a polygraph examination by Lt. E.
Hernandez in which he was askea.about the business cards and
about his running from tﬁe scene of the shooting at the
Ambassador Hotel. Lt. Hernéndez stated that in his opinion,
Wayne was being truthful when he replied that he did not know
Gilbert, nor had he ever given him a business card, nor had
-he ever had a business card bearing his cwn name. He could
not recall-how'he obtained Gilbert's card,.nor who had given
it to him. The polygraph examination also indicated he was
truthful in replying.that he had never been a member of the

Minutemen, nor was he associated with them.

»

During an investigation into the me&bership of the Mirutenen
Society in North Hollywood area, it was learned that Phillip
Scheib was also a member. Phillip Scheib is the son of Earl
~ Scheib. Phillip Scheib was éiso a persconal friend of Officer

i/ ’4/

C . E . White .
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Earl Scheib was a close associate of.Victor Pereira and of -
Paul Billings, who had Mafia connections. Farl Scheib's
background indicatés cloze ties with numefous other underworld
figures such as £ﬁénsica Brothers, Jim Braden, Anthony Tuccelli,

Harold Metzer, Vincent J. Meallo and numerous others.

Joe Sica, a Mafia member, is known to have associated with Karl

Hoogoian who is a member of the Board of Directors of the San

Fernando Valliey Rubbish Collectors Association. Hoogoian in

turn was known to associate with David Xassab.

Russel E. Parsons, the attorney for Sirhan B. Sirhan, is

known to have associatad with Joe Sica in the past. Besides
being the Sica attorney, indications are that Parsons was a

personal friend of the Sicas.

In 1966, Parsons defended Michael McCowan in +tha latter's

criminal retrial when he was charged with "theft of U.S. ﬁail."
McCowan was convicted and received a probation sentence of
.three years. Shortly after Parsons was retained as the attorney
for Sirhan B. Sirhan, he contacted Michael McCowan and hired

him as a chief investigator for the defense in that case.

The following is a detailed report on the background investi-
gation of Jim Braden. Jim Braden's name. first came to the
attention of this investigative &nit from Peter ¥oyes, a
newscaster and writer. Noyes indicated that Braden was proba-
bly the pefson that éégk Garrison, the District Attorney from
New Orleans,; was looking for instead of Edgar Eugene Bradley in
lconnection with an alleged conspiracy to éssassinate President
John F. Kennedy. L/éj'
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