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THE FORLMAN:

ro show you Grand
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Q BY MR, HG
Jury Exhibit’ 9, if I'can.
Are you fami;iér witn the person depicted
in the: photégraph? .
A Yes. It looks like --
Q Does this appear to be the pefsgﬁ that you
have identified by a first name and as a heavy set

individual, to your knowledge, shot in the head =-

. . 3

o

Yes, Sir.

-« and fell upon you?

L

Will you return to your seat, please?
(Whereupon the witness complied with the
request of Mr., Howard.)
Q As near as you can, will you recall for
the Jury the events immediately after the shooting? What

happened?
) How did the crowd react, what you saw, and

with particular reference to the person identified as in,

"3.A and 3-B?

A Well, the suspect turned almost'iﬁmediately;
and after all the shots were fired, he was tz&ing to
escape.

He was trying to escape, He tried very,
very hard to get away. x

But Mr. Rafer Johnson == and by this time

DONALD L. OSTROV, C.5.R., OFFICIAL REPORYLR




16
T 17

18

19

21
22
23
24
26

" 26

.up on him,

® @ Y

— e RN . e e s ea e B o rmiet m ek f e eamameie we ew 1 e e ———— oy

Mr, Grief ana Mx. Uecxen vvere ail holdilnyg him against the

heater. It's the stainless sfeel table.
And.people were trying ~- were hitting Fim

and cursing .at him, and it was utter confusion. T mear,

everyone was trying to kill him.

T

There were very few -- at that time there

were only four of us around the Senator. There was -« the
busboy was holding his head, another gentleman w?th
glasses, and myself, and:two other people on the other
side of him.
| | And we were trying to, you know, see if
we could help him iﬁ any possible way. -

But all we could do was unbutton his shirt
and see ~~ try to-get the people bécko

At that time Mr, Unruh pushed me out of the
way, and at that time I Eried to help keep the suspect
subdued, but it was, you know -~- wasn't really worth it

because everyone else grabbed him already and were ‘beating

‘

Q But he was apprehended at this ﬁimeé

A Yes, almost instantly. | "

Q Did some police officers arrive?

A Yes, they did, but at the time involved,

I have no idea,

[Rv]

Q The passage of time

A The passage of time, I have no idea.

e
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Q Ware you taere woen the police arrived?
A Yes, I was,.

Q Did they teke custody of this person?
A Yes,

4
Taey took rim out througn the Colonial
Room, which was where the Senator was going to have his

press conference.

Q Aad they gct him. out as quick as they could?
A Yes, sir, they did, )
Q At the time of. the shooting, could you tell

us anything about the gun that you saw in the‘suspect's
hand? .
A Yes.
it was == well, T don't kaow how you

describe the gun, but it's -~ it Qasn‘t much longer than
maybe fourvto five inches long.

_ ' And T thought, at first, it was & .25
caliber pistol because I had seen a .25 caliberx pistol

once before that a friend had.

' And at the time, I didn't know what it was.
7 . 7

£

e

T just knew it was & gun.

MR, HOWARD: With the Foreman's permission, may we
mark and envelope and,con:ént, the revolver, as Grand .
Jury Exhibit 72

THE FOREMAN: Permission granted.

MR, HOWARDE We have just gone through it, Mc.

DONALD L. OQ3TROY, C.C.&., OFFICIAL RUDOTLR

;



T i a8

Sappe

S

[

4

10

13

12

i3

18

i9

20

21

22

23

Foremar, Lt's the kind o8 gun thet youa caaaor break,
but there is nothing in it

Q- Would you examine Grand Jury Exhibit 77
Does this appear to be similar to or appear to be the

gun that you saw in the hand of the suspect?

A Thé same gun. The reason I say it is «=

.

the reason is it had the funny little corkscrew here,

Q That is in the front of the gun, below the
barrel? ' v |

A Yes, sir. It's the same thing I saw.

Q - That's the gun you saw in the hand --

A Yes, ‘8it, |

Q That's the gun that did the shooting?

A Yes, sir.

Q You say you got blood from the Senator?

T think it was the Senator., 1I’'m not sure,
But all T can remember was T couldn't see,
ané one of the other waiters yelled across at me, 'Ave you
all right, are you hit or what,” because he didn®t know.
And I just -~ it was all over my face.
Q When the police officers left, ySﬁ said that
there were certain people that had hold, or they were

holding the person identified in the picture.

A Yes, sir.
Q Did you recognize onme &s Roosevelt Griex?
A Yes, Mr, Grier was bent over the man,

-~ PRI

DONALD . OJTADY, »3.8., WEFICIAL RLFOAT.A

.



\i 3.»"‘

[

(13

10

11

12

13

16

17

18

C 18

20

22

28

24

25

26

e .«,.w‘ U ’ S —

holding him.
Q And did you knéw -~ or was Rafer Johnson
identified to you? . |
A Rafer Johnson was one of the first people.
to touch him. | !
ge kind of .grabbed him around the waist.
Tt looked as thouéh'he hed great hold of hims \
And Mr. Uecker had him around the neck, and
he was holding the arm out with the gﬁne -
Q Did you see what happened to the gun, how
the gun was removed from --
A No. .i thenk ==~ I think it was Mt thnsoﬁ
who tried to get the gun. 7 '
| Everybody's hand was all over him, When
they got him on the table, everybody's hands -~ and then
someone started stepping on everybody's hands, which wasn't
too smart,

~

Everybody, you know, was trying to hold it

down.

Q Now, the shots that you heard, were they_f.
fired in rapid succession? ' 5§' |

A The first shot was definitely a éis?inct

shot. T mean, it was a pause in between the mext three,
Tt was three rap:d ones that were fired,
The firs: one I saw, -you know, I was

stunmed after that. I tried to == by the time T tried to

DONALD L. O5TH0V, C.8.R.. QF!ICIAL LA VSR
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jump him, the person; :helothér feliow wasg in my arms and
got shot: in the head,
Ard after that, I couldn’t see very much
because I had the blood all over.
| | I took my glasses off, which was, you know,
it had blood on it. That's all. B
I tried then to subdue the’persono
MR; HOWARD ¢ May we mark the photograph as
Exhibit 2-A? | ' ‘
THE FOREMAN: So ordered.
" Q@ BY MR, HOWARD: I'd like to direct your
attention, if I may; to a photograph thaf we have now
marked on the back as Exhibit 2-A.
Would you study fhat for a moment?
A Yes, sit.
Q " Gan you tell us, first of all, if you are
familiar with any individual depicted in that photograph?
A Two ==~ Mr, Uno, U-n-«o0,
Will you-stay with the red and «~-
This is -~ do you want me to write on the

picture?

Q Write on the picture. Tt won't come out,

is that correct? p
A " That's true.
Q Will you try my ballpoint =~

A GRAND JUROR} Here is one,

e

DONALD L. OIVHOY, CG.R., OFFICIAL REPSAVLR



-8

10
11

12

15

16

- 17

18

19

20

21.

MR, FUKUTO: Here is a felt pea in red.

Q BY MR, HKOWARD: You are indicating the left
of the picture, there is an iﬁdividual shown there
stand:ng, is that correct? B

A Yes. - |

Q That's Mr. Uno? ' |

A Yes, sir. He is the Manager of the Food
and Beverage Department. - | T
| Q Reep it loud, now.

© A Yes. This is Mr. Uecker, here.
Q All right. Would you identify him?

{(Whereupon the witness complied with the

request of Mr, Howard.)

THE WITNESS: I don't know how to spell his name.

Q BY MR, EOWARD: All right, I will get it
for you in a minuteg‘ ~e~c=k=e=1,

(Whereupon the witness éomplied with the

request of Mroiﬁowardo)

Q BY MR, HCWARD: That's the individual shown
full face iﬁ approximately the center, is that correct?

A Yes, sir, |

Q - Who is Mro‘Ueckef?

A He is the Assistant Maitre d' at the hotel,

assistant to my father,

Q Is there anyone eise there that you

PR

.' ' ‘., ('. 102

DOMALD *.. OSTASY, C.5.R., OFFIGIAL RUPOGTLR



P

10
11
12
13

14

16
17
18
18

20

21

¥

4'} ‘Ib 103

recogniwne?

A No, sir, not at this =~=~ not in this.photo,
Q Did you see the individuals that you have

identified appear to be holding someone down, is that
o1 '
correct?

A Yés.. Mr. Uecker is still holding onto his

arm -- looks as though it's his arm.

Q By reference to. that picture, can you tell

~

us what is occurring at that time?

A There -~ 'at that time, there looks as
thouéh they keep trying to keep the gun; The man on the
right side is trying to hold down the gun. .

‘Q Did you see that occur?

T did not see the scene at alloj

Q You did not see fhat?

A No, because I was on the opposite side.,
Q FPine. If we may go béék o

A Yes, sit.

Q After the police left the scene,.did you;

S B

stay there?

A Yes, sir, L did, for a moment, because the
officer -- T don't remembér his name ~- put me into the
chef's office with the cook and the busboy, The three of
us were in this one room.

We were taken away from the crowd,

A No., I did not see this particular photo ==

DOWALD L. OTHOV, C.5.4., OFFICIAL fE20nTdn
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Q cner chern the two »oecpic that fell near or
upon you, did you see other people that were shot?
A - Yes, sir, I did.
T saw two other ‘additional people, other
than the Senator, co
The-Senator.nd_there was one man behind him

¢

who was kind of heavy set.
Then there_waé the man who fell on top of

me and the boy who got shot in the leg. V. ‘_~
Those are ‘the only four people I saw,

Q . Now, going back to just before this shooting |

you observed a nice looking girl?

A Yes, sir, T did.
Q Could you identify her again if you saw her?
A To some degree, yes, sir, I could.

T would never forget what she looked like

because she had a very good looking figure ~- and the dress

was kind of -~ kind of lousy.

Q Flousy?
7 A Lousy.
Q Now, after the shooting, you rerpained at

the scene; did you happen to see this girl again?

A No, after the shooting I did not see her.
T only saw her before.

Q You didn’t ask her her name or anything?

A No, sir, T didn't.

s aa
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Q Dié any <l the deklowvs or guys you work

H
i

with by any chance
A No, no one had, other than myself, had seen

her, I don't believe.
. . . 4

Q You have inquired arounc, I teke 1t, since?

A I have oniy télked to one fellow that was
across from me, that hac seen me, that wés witL me the
whole time. |

T asked him, and he saild that he'héd seen

her but that he didn't know Whefe she went or what her name
was.

Q Could you describe vhat she waé wearing?

A Yes, It .looked as though it was a white
dress and it had either black or da&k purple polka dots
on 1t. .

Tt kind of had -~ I don't know what they

call it -- but it's like =~ looked like a bib in the fromt,

t

kind of went around. It's like that (indicating).

A GRAND JUROR: A lace dickey, probably.

THE WITNESS: It was like over the material itself;

i
At

it was the same as the clothing.
And then she was =-- she -~ the person who
is accused of shooting him was e like I say, they werg'
both on the -~ standing together.
Q BY MR, HCWARD: Backrof the tray stand?

A Yes,

DONALD L. 57ROV, C.5.R., QOFFIMAL RESSAT2A
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Aad Vioew ocappened, Lo Looked & thoagh he
either talked to her ox flirted with her because she
smiled., - |

1115 is JuSC bcf ore he got down.

Q So, &t ieast, heic association, in
proximity of the‘tfayy they'are smiling, perhaps ==
A Togethexr, thej weire DOLIL. smiliné; As he
got down, he was smilingo | |

Tn fact, the minute the first two\shots'
were fired, he still hal a very sick locking smile on his
face, That's one thing == I can nover forget that.

Q Where was My, Unruh, if you kﬁow3 at the

A 7 don't kaow.
Q Mr. Salinger, if yoa kadw?
A No, I didn't see him -~ either one.

MR, HOWARD: That's &1l we hava, Mr. Foreman.
Q This person identified in 3=A and 3-B, he

was not known to you, was he?

A No, he wasn't,

Q fe did not work &t the hotel? !

A As far as L kaowg 1.0,

Q Would you ha&e an ex;LenaLLon how he
arrived at and was stending in_the kitchen?

A The only possible conclusion I can come to

is he was one of the =~ what I thought at the time =

. —— -
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well~wishers,
And I thought he got in there just the

way all. the othef peorple.

Q In other words, this party was jammed ==
A Yes,-siro '
Q -~ ig this a fair statement?
A Yes.
Q They were following the Semator anywhere
he goes? ‘
| A Yes, sir.
Q And probably even the ﬁfnﬁry, the'kitchen

area, the rampways were just a mass of humanity?

3

A Yes, sir, every exit in there was jammed

with people. ‘ .
Q Would you describe the facial characteristicg
first of all, of this girl?

A Yes., She had dark hair that was cut, T

would say, just above the shoulders, just around iﬁ here
(indicating);

And it just kind of looked like it was
messed up, at the time, L mean. She. could have changed

that =~ she could have come with curls.

T don't know, it was just messed up at the
time,

Her face -~ facial expression, she had what

looked like a short nose. She wasn't too -= facially,

e~ -t ——— o iat meeh  mamk Seen e em [ T T Sh h mim e b a e me e m e en s e e e e st ——— AU

o
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she wasa't too pretty; she was not that pretiy.
And like I say, figure - she had a very
good figure,

MR, HOWARD: I think that's all we have. Wait
a minute, , .

Q After the Senator had comp?eted=his tall.
to the crowd, did you kmow the Senator was going to come
back and follow the path that you have described on the
diagram?

A Yes, I did, because I was right next to Mr;
Minasian when he said we are going to have to change it.

T agked <~ you know, I had ~- I asked
him, "Which way are you going to take him?"

He said, "Through the back of the stage.'.

1 says == !

Q Where were you when you asked. that -~ at
what position? |

A Oh, I was by the door, the same position
then. |

Q S-12

A S=2,

Q S~27

A S-2, '

Q Did you see the person identified -in 3~A

or 3-B at that time?

A No, sir.

DONALD L. OSTIOV, C.8.K., OFFICIAL RIr0003R
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The ncaeac T noticed him was when T walked

through the swinging coors,

*

Q But is. it a fair statement that you knew

that the Senator was coming out through the rampway?
. N

A Yes, 1 knew because ~=
Q Did other people seem to know it?
A No, no. Everyone was quite surprised

because all of the Kennedy Girls had iined up to make a

.

pathway out of the same door that he had entered.
. Q Did you havevguards on the door that wculd
prevent other than employees to gc into the pantry or
kitchen area? '

A Yes, sir.

There were two sectrity guards that I
remember seeing in the pantry arez from the hotel.

There were two security guards from the
hotel, and he was =~ one was stat:..oned at thé opposite
door and one was stationed at the door that the Senator had
to go through. |

Q Can you explain to us how these thirty,
forty, 'or fifty people =~ |

A They were either ncws reporters or
representatives from the Keﬂhedy people that were there
or were friends of the reporters +hat somehow had gotten

in wi:zh them at the time people wore coming, before the

Senator had come down.,

DONALD L. 2GTROV, C.8.R., CrFlCiAL Rot-anti
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Reople were flowing vhrougl there freely,
- They were alliowed to oass freely because no cne knew the
time the Senator was coming until about five minutes before.
Q When you came in, &s you indicated, through
the back or service area, was there a guard there?

A I had to pass the guard by the door. He

.
[
‘

tried to stop me.
And then one of the waiters recognized me

and he said, "it's all right. He is with the hotel.'f

Q So there was some type of control?

A Yes, sir, there was, |

Q Internal? ,

A Yes.

Q But from your obser%ation, was it effective?

Was the area kept clear of people?
A No., It was congested with people,
MR, HOWARD: That's all we have.
THE FOREMAN : Any further questions?

Tt is my duty to caution you and warn you
not to impart to anyone or discuss with anyone any of the
proceedings that went on in this room this morning. |

THE WITNESS: Yes. |

THE FOREMAN: Thenk you very much for coming in.
MR, HOWARD: 'Could we hold on?

THE FOREMAN: Did you say something? One more

question? .

DONALD L., OUT740V, C.8, 1., OFFIGIAL LE 0T e
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Q BY MR, =0WARD: You as«ed someone woat route

the Senator would takc?

A Mc, Mirasian. I asked MEO Minasian.
Q And he works with your dad?
. . f

A Yes. tLe is also an assistant to my father,

Q Did you tell anybne the Senator was coming
in? ' |

A No, sir, I didn't.

MR, HOWARD: Thank you. T

THE FOREMAN: That will be all. .Thank you very
much. |

(Whereupon the witness was excused and

withdrew from the Grand Jury Suite.)
MR, HOWARD: Ira Goldstein.

IRA GOLDSTEIN,
called as a witness before the Grand Jury, was duly sworn
as follows: .
THE FOREMAN: Would you stand right therés please,
and raise your right hand? | .

(Whereupon the witness complied with the

request of the Foreman.)
Do you solemnly swesaxr that the testimony
you are about to give in this matter pending before the

Grand Jury of the County of Los Angeies shall be the

DONALD L. OLTHLN, C.5.FL, OFFICIAL RERGRY.LR
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truth, the whole truth, and notaing but tche cruth, so
help you God?
THE WITNESS: I do.

THE FOREMAN: Would you be seated, please. Tor,

!

the record -« pull your chair just a little forward -- for

the record, would you give us your name?
THE WITNESS: Yes. My name is Ira Goldstein,

_ EXAMINATIQN
BY MR, HOWARD: |
Q Can you hear me all right, Mr, - Goldstein?
A Yes,

Q If you get in any distress or pain, will
you te'.l us?
No, I feel fine.
Will you tell us yoir age?
I am nineteen and a half,

Your b isinz2ss or occupation?

> o P oo

I am a news reporter for Continental News°
Q May I direct your attention to election

evening and the early morning of July S5th, That would.be

Tuesday night -~ I'm sorry -- June 4th and June 5th.

Were you at the Ambassador Hotelé |

A Yes, I was,

Q Were you there at the =~ we will call it

the Kennédy celebration?

[N
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Q And did the Senatox arrive?

A The Senator arrived around 12:00 ofclock

to make a speech,
. . O
He was in the hotel a

N

the time, but he

ot

didn't come on to the Embassy Room until about 12:00

o'clock. T looked at my watch.,

~

Room, is that correct?
A Yes, This was the podium that was set up
for his television broadcast,

there, is that correct -~ a correci. statement?

A Yes, right,
Q Where were you at the time of the address?
A At the time of the address, I was walking

minutes, trying to see if I could see him,

And then someone mentioned that there was
sandwiches in the kitchen for the press, so I hadn't had
dinner, so I walked into the kitchon to see if'I could
find them.,

I walked to the end of the kitchen and
I didn't see anything.

Tn fact, I didn't even see this man here

(indicating) .

Q Are we talking about the area of the Embassy

Q And he arrived and c¢id address his following

around. looking at a monitor. I s:ood on a table for a few
] s g
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So I starced walking bacxk, and all of a
sudden, the Senaior started walking chrough.
Q So you txicd to see him in the ballroom

and missed him, and you séw him coming into the kitchent
. o

A Completely by accident. I didn't expect

him to be coming through that soon.

Q Was the Sehator coming towards you?
A He was walking towards me, yesS.
Q. Did you perhaps do something at this time

or attempt to go up and éhakg his hand?

A Well, we were walking by him., This young
lady I was with, she shaked his hand. The Senator's
eyebrows kind of raised whén he saw her,

I was about to shake his hand, but he was

moving too fast, so he just passed by.

Q " He passed by? You were going in opposite
directions? _

A We were walking towards each other.

Q And you passed him?

A Yes,

Q What occurrgd next?

A Well, about five or temn seconds after I
passed him, I started hearing guhshotso
At first, I thought they were balloons just
popping. There were a lot of balloons around.

About the second or third shot, I realized

DONALD L. OLTROV, C.8.R,, GFFICIAL RIPORvaR
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that he was belang shot i »- scmeond was béing shot at.

Q Did you Turn around at this time?

A I never once tﬁrned acound .,

Q What did you do?

A | T moved sharpiy‘éo the left. I had stepped

over Trwin Stroll, who wus just hit. He was laying on the

ground, bleeding.

I stepped over him and moved to the left.

Q What occurred next? v -
A Next, I wads just barely skinned by a bulletr+

by the way, my pants were in the other room, my slacks I
was wearings=and T was just barely skinned by the third
or fourth bullet,

I could Feal the air go through. It didn't .

hit me,
Then, the fifth or sixth bullet did make

contaci,

Q Were you siruck by a builet?

A Yes,

Q Where, sir?

A in the left thigh.

Q And did you receive medical treatment for
that? - ‘

A Yes, I did.

Q Before we go into that, how many explosions

or shots or sounds did you heax?

DONALD L. OUTRIV, C.8.R., OFFLIUAL REZFSITIR
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A minimin of five., T can't ~e
Could there have been more?
Yes, I know there were more.

But you can recall at least ww
s A

o0 >0 >

I can recall at least five,
Q After you heard these five shots, did you
happen to turn around and see the Senator or what occurred?

A I never did, |

By the way, the shots had the same tone to
them,
I don't think they were from two guns, two

different guns.

Q At least, they sounded we
A They sounded the same, yes.
Q The sequence of shots, how long did it last,

a minute, & half minute, seconds?

A Fifteen seconds at the most. Oh, you went

~

to know what happened after?
Q Right.

A Well, T kind of = this last person thai
was in here, he told me that, you kanow, I leaned agaiﬁst
his shouldérs or something and T did fall against a wa.l,
T did crash into a wall, | | ‘

Then I staggered over to a chair that was
facing the opposite way - in other Qordss the way the

Senator came in.

Leame e Lo . - . - - . . . B P ]
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1 | And the Zirst thiang - said was, "How is
. 2 Senator Kemnedy? What happened to him?'
o g | And this voman walked by, and she said to
4 me, "How dare you talk asout ﬁy husband that way,'" and
5 she slapped me across the féce:
6 And I said, T am sorry, lady, but I was
7 shot, too., I7d like to know how the Senator Qaé we 'oor
8 e g, "
9 And she said, "Oh, I am éorr§, Hoﬂéya”
10 .and kissed me., This waé Mrs. Ethel Kenﬁedyl
1 | At that time she was not in tears, She was
12 a little hysterical thougﬁ, but- she wasn't crying.
13 Q Did you remain in that chair until you wére
e 14 taken for medical treatment?
15 A Yes, T did, and that took about ten minutes.,
16 Q - Did you see some police officers arrive?
17 A T didn®t see a‘police officer until I was
18 wheeled out of the hotel.
19 Q Did you hear sounds of struggling behind
20 you?
21 A There was a lot of confusion, that's about
22| all T heard,
28 Q Now, the fellow you fell against, was he
24 the chap that we brought in here on the wheelchair?
N . % A Yes. 1 fell against him and I knécked him
26 to the floor.

DONALD L. OSTROV, C.8.R,, OFFICIAL REcORTLR
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Q But you saw him here tais morning?
A Yes. I was chatting with him.
Q - So there is no doubt that that was the

fellow you were tglking to? B
A Yes, ubh~huh,

THE FOREMAN: Is that the one in the wheelchair?
THE WITNESS: No. This was the one that was just

in here, .

The one in the wheelichair, I saw him laying
on the ground with the blood on his head.
Q BY MR, HOWARD: You did not fall against ==
A I didn't fall against the Irwin Stroll who
was in here in the wheelchair. ‘
Q The last witness that testified before you
came inuwas Vincent Di Pieiro?
A Yes. He was the one in the blue suit. Yés,
he was wearing & blue suit.
- THE FOREMAN: Any questions?
There being no furtter queétions, I must ==

MR, HOWARD: Wait a minute, we do have one,

Q You indicated there was a young lady with =-
A Yeso
Q A friend of yours?

A Yes, I had known her =~ well, through some
other friends, and she was kind of following me around that

night.

DONALD L. OBTRGY, C.5.R.. OFFICIAL RoMGavin
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Q Will you cescribe whet she had on?
A She had & white ‘dress on, kind of short,
lacey ~- I believe, white stockings.

'Q What colox héiré

A Brown .

She was sitting outside, by the way.

The Senator fell against heér ahd'éot some
blood on her dress and dn her face.

She was the young lady that shook his hand.

MR, HOWARD: Thank you very much. -

THE FOREMAN: There being no further questions, I
must caution and also warn you not to impart to anyone 6r
discuss with anyone any of the ?roceedings that went on
here in this Jury Room this mofning; |

THE WITNESS: I understand it, yes.,

THE FOREMAN: Thank you-very much for coming in.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

THE FOREMAN: I hope we haven't tired ycu too much,

THE WITNESS: Okay.

THE FOREMAN: Watch the step down.,

(Whereupon the witness was excused and

withdrew from the Grand Jury Suite.)

THE FOREMAN: Let's take a five-minute recess,

_ (SHORT RECESS.)

DONALD L. O5TROV, € .5.R., OFFICIAL REDORTIR
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M, HOWARD: we'd like vo call Placencia, He is

one of the arresting ofIicers.

ARTHUR P%ACENCIA,
called as a witness before the Grand Jury, was duly sworn

as follows:

THE FOREMAN: Would you raise your right hand,

please, sir¥

~

(Whereupon the witness complied with the
request of the F&rem@no)
Do you solemnly swear that the evidence
you shall give in this.matter now pending before tﬁe
Grand Jury of the County of Los hngeles shall be the
truth, the whole truth, and nothiné but the truth, so
help you GoG?
THE WITNESS: Yes.
THE FOREMAN: Would you be seated, please, and for
the record, would you give us‘ybur name?

THE WITNESS: My name is Arthur Placencia.

EXAMINATTON
BY MR, HOWARD: :
Q What is your business Or 5ccupation?
A Iama ﬁoiice officer for the City of Los

Angeles, working out of the Rampart Patrol.

Q Are you one of the arresting officers in

DONALD L. SETROV, C.S8. /.. OFFICIAL REPORTIN
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this case?

A Yes, sir,

Q Did you work with another officer, a
partner? .

A Yes, sirt. '

Q His name?

Travis White.

Did you arrest the person shown on the

~

Exhibits 3-A and 3~B, immediately before you?

A Yes, sir,

Q Did you arrest that individua; at the
Ambassador Hotel? |

A Yes, sirt,

Q Would that be on the early morning of the
Wednesday following the election? That would be June 5th?

A Yes, sir,

. Q Were you and your pariner on duty that

eveniag and that early morning?

A Yes, sir. We worked the mid=watch, from

6:00 >.m, to 3:00 a.m. in the morning.

Q Were you in a patrol car?

A Yes, sir,

G Did you hear a céll coming over the radio?
A Yes, sir,

Q Did that indicate some kind of difficulty or

trouble or police problem at the Ambassador Hotel?

DONALD L. GSTROV, $.5,R., OFFICIAL RaMG<YIR
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1 A Yes, eir,

2 Q And werejyou near the hotel?

3 A Yes, sir. We were on Eighth and Vermont;

4 Q Tha; would be a matter of blocks? '

5 A Yes, sit. |

8 Q Did you respond to the call?,

7 A Yes, siz. |

8 Q What time would you judge you arrived at

9 the hotel? , )

10 A We got the call around 12:20. Tt didn'f
i1 take us more than ten minutes =~ around 12:30, I think,
12 Q Were you, upon arrival; directed to a

13 certain area within the hotel itself?

14 A Yes, sir,

15 Q Was that by people that obviously were

18 familiar with the hotel?

17 . A Yes, sirt.

18 Q Probably people that worked there?
19 A Yes, sirt.

20 Q Where were you directed, gener 1ily?

2t A When we got.off the ecar, sir?

2 Q Yes,

2 A Some tamp == we went up a ramp. it was in
a4 the side -~ it was in the side of the Ambassador.

Co® Q Did you arrive though in the interior of the

26 hotel, in a certain arez that you could describe? Would

DONALD L. OSTAOV, C.8.R., OFFICIAL FIPY3TEQ
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A A kitchea area,
Q Kitchen area., Did there seem to be some
excitement going on in “hat'kifchen area?
A Yes, quite a bit.

Q And you had received a report, had you not,

there had been some type of trouble,

What information did you have upon your

arrival in that kitchen? )

‘A .Well, all we knew was whaf came out of the
radio, that came out, an ambulance, shooting,.man down,
3400 Wilshire, so we responded to the call,

And when we got there, we got off the car,
and then people started directing us and telling us, "He
is over here, he is over here =~ the man that shot him is
over here."

i So we just startéé following people up this
kitchen aree and that's =-
Q You finally arvived at a location within
the kitchen. _

Did you see some type,of struggle going on
or occurring?

A Yes, sjir. When we got up to this area where
we got the suspect, there were people holding this suspect
down on top of this sheet metal table, I guess you could

say.

DONALD L. USTROV, G.0L.R., OFFIGIAL RESORYVER
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Q That suspect is the serson identified in,
shown -~
A Yes, sir,
~= in EXhibiEé 3.before you, is that )
. o f
correct?
A Yés5 sir, '

'
.

Q Were there a lot of people or more than one

person holding this suspect? ;

-~

A Yes, sir., There was ~- well, I couldn't

There was quite a few., I remember one
distinctly of w-
Q Pretty big, large fellow? ‘
A Colored guy. It turned out later to be
Rosie Grier. ' ’
Q When you saw this happening, were you
apprehensive about the safety of the person?
\ A That was the first thing we thought of,

We seen all the people around there. We kunew we'd have

to get him out fast.

Q What did you do? Did you takeione of fhgﬁ
off?
A Yes, I took Rosie Grier off,
Don't.laugh° It wasn’t funny.
Q And your partmer, Waite, did he take someone
of£? o

DONALD L. OGSTROV, C.8.R., OFFICIAL REPORYER
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A Yes., He took two persans. Oﬁe nad him in
an arm .strangle, and another-pérson, which turned out to
be Rafer Johnson, grabbec him‘fromﬂthe arms, f think.

. And he took him qff, and we got him off

the table. We cuffed him w-

Q Were you in a police uniform =~-
A Yes, sit.
- Q -~ telling everyone you were taking him

! ~

into custody?
A We had to keeﬁ_telling ‘em, "We are police,
step aside.' '
And after a while we got tired telling
them. We just started‘pushing°
We got the suspect off the téble and
handcuffed him and proceeded to take him out,
Q Now, after you took the person into custody,
did you attempt to get him out Af‘the locaticn as quickly
és you could? Is that a fair statement?
A Yeso
Well, like I said, we knew we had to get him
out there fast because everybody was holleriné, you knbwg‘
"He did it. He is the one that shot him,"
We didn't know who he had shot. We just
knew he had shot somebo-dy°

All we knew was that he was a suspect,

Q Knowing, when you left, there were other

DONALD L. OLTROV, C.6.%., OFFICIAL FIEPORTLR
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officers arriving, and afriving in cesponse; also?

A Yes, because when we were driving into
the biz driveway, we were ?alking.to the taxicab driver
that wis taking gther peoplgﬁ‘; guess, gotten injured, and
another patrol car came in right behind us.

And T seen about three or‘foqr about half

a block away, so when we ran‘in5 I remember there was oﬁly
four of us that ran in there, four police officers,

Q Now, afﬁer, did anyone go withhyou, if you

recall, from the area of the hotel to the station?

A Yes.

Q Do you know who that person was?

A Jesse Unruh; I think,

Q The person ident;fied as Jesse Unruh?
A Yes.

Q Was there some reason he went with you?

Did he say something?
A What do you meén, "Did he say something''?

You mean why he thought he should go?

No, he just was tagging along, I guess,

We never asked him to come. He had aho:.d
of the suspect, _ | '

My partner had him from the right, from my
partner's right, and the suspect's left, and Unruh was on

the other side -~ kept hollering, "We don't want anothewr

Oswald, we don't want another Oswald."

DONALD L. Q3TROV, C.8.K., QFFICIAL REFOIC LR
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Q ¢ Wil Jaose wanesie, <id Chav indicate to
you tne subject oi itre shooting!
A No. 1 wasn't thinking about who he had shot.

- .

I was just thinking of getting him out of
there because .these people were -~ were, 1ike‘I say, werc
really =~= looked to me like they were really out to get
him. ' ‘ ) .. Lo

Q Now, after, you iook the subject in the
piétures into custody to the.stacion, 1s that.a fair

?

cr

statemen

Well, we had him. in our custody from the

S

time we got him off the.table: all the way watil we got to

Rampart Station.

Q Was he handcuffed at that time?
A Yes, sir, all the tinme.
Q Now, upon your arrival, or during, perhaps,

the trip, did you actempt to locate the name or ask this

person his name?

A The suspect’s name?
Q Yes.
A Yes, I asked him, ycu know, "What is youx

name?'

And ne wouldn't say anything.

DONALD L. QBV20V, C.L.8., OFFiCin. JIIPORTER
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"Cavec I knew I was zoing co have to make a
report on him, T asked him, just like any other suspect
I asked him, "What is your name?' ’
He didn't say anything.
Q " World e domaunLcaLe at all with you on the
ride to the staticn?

A Well, vhen I was giving him =~ Travis

turned around, my partner, White, and told me, "You better

~

give him his rights, Partner."
Q | For the subJeCF ww OF fhe suspect, of his
constitutional rights? A
A Yes, So I took out my officer’s Field
Notebook,. and I started reading off the rights.
And after I read them off, I asked him,
"Do you understand your fighté?”
And He looked at me, and I asked him again;
and then he mumbled somethngc
So I told him, "Look, I will give them to
you again."
So I read them off again. Then I asked
him again, "Do you understand your rightss"
Then he looked at.me and said, "Yes,"
And then T said, '"Do you wish to remain
silent?"
And he just didn't say anything.

) Then he looked at me again and he said,

b

DONALD L. CETROV, C o, OFFICHG Eloowren
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"Yeg,

Then I saida,

Do you wish an attorney
present?'

Then at that time he just said, Yeg, I

So aiter that I ¢idn't ask him any more.

And then, after that, I asked Jesse Unruh,
I said, ”By thé way, who did he shoot®' -

And he goes, "Bobﬂy Kennedy,"

And I said, "On."

Then I' looked at him and T go, "By the way,
who are you?'f |

He goes, "Jesse Unruh."

I said, "Oh," so we just kept going to the
station,

Q Upon your arrival at the station, is it
customary to search or make a search of a person in
cusiody like this individual @Qs?

A Well, it's customary to search him before

we uvsually hendcuff him,

At i

r

hat time I didn't think it was right
to co it thers, so as soon as we got to thé station Wé
took him into the Interrogation Room and we emptied all
his pockets. .

Q And is it customary to make police reports
of what you £ind? .

A Yes, sir,

P ——
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Q@  Can you recall whoo you found when you

emptied the pockets of the subject? ‘

A We fowad four $100.00 bills, I think one
$5,00 bill, four $1°OO bills), ‘some change, paper clipping -~
two paper clippings, and 'a Key, two unused .22 bullets,
one -- then there was one with the head of the bullé£;m~‘
I don't know what you call it, and he had'a'whité sheet
there, some kind.of'arKehnedy yell <~ I guess it was their
yell for that night -- and fhen he had a key. . _

I think that's about &1l he had.
Q You took those into. your possession, is

that correct?

A Yes, my partner and I did.
Q Were these items ‘booked into evidenmce?
A Yess

MR, HOWARD ¢ May we have one moment?

THE FOREMAN: Surely.

MR, HOWARD: We are trying to locate one exhibit,

Q Do you recall, you said you found an
article, is that correct, when you searched him, when you
searched =~-

A We found two paper articles.

MR, HOWARD: May we hévé one minute?

May we mark,'ﬁith the Jury's permission,

an exhibit that is entitled, '"This Man is Your Man," for

identification, as exhibit next in order, Grand Jury 10?

DOMALD L. GETROV, C.8.R., OFFICIAL QUPORTER
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THE TOREMAN: Permission 5réntcdo

MR, HOWARD: 1tay We mark what appears to be a
political comment in & newspaper as‘Grand_Juryfs 119

THE FOREMAN: So ordered,

Q - BY MR, HOWARD: May I direct your attentién
to Grand Jury Exhibit 10-and 11. Would you examine those?

‘First of all, 10 being what ‘appears to be

a typewritten piece of paper. containing «- is that ==~

A Yes.,. B ' <o

Q - Is that what you said'was a cheer or ~-
A Yes. :
Q Did you take that from the possession of

the suspect after his arrest and upon his search?
A Well, when we searched him, this was =- he

had -~ Officer White is:the one that marked it.

Q But you were there?

A Yes, we marked -~ I seen him mark it. -

Q May I show you 11, Will you examine that?

A Yes. This is the one of the papgr. |
clippings. | |

Q And that was also taken upon your

examination of the suspéct, is that correct?
A Yes, siT.
Q Now, will you describe again -~ you say you

found two bullets, is that rightc?

A Yes, sir,

DONALD L. OSTROV, C.6.R., OFFICIAC W&PORTER
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Q  Were they .22 tyre bulletg?

A Yes, sir,

Q You arc familiar with that, is that correct?
A Yes, sifo

Q' . Would ou examine what we have heretofore

marked, a gun that we marked Grand Jury Exhibit 79

‘Would you be fam:iliar with that gun?

A No, sir.

Q Could you'teil it’s a .22 by looking at it?
A Is it a cylinder? Yes, sir,

Q Is this a 229

A Yes, sir.

Q What did you dolwitﬁ'the items that youi

took, Exhibits 10 and 11? Did you book them into evidence?

A Yes, sir, -
Q Did you also book the two .22 shells?
A Yes, sir° e
Q Would they go over normal routine business

to the Police Laboratory for baliistic tests, or would you
know that?

A Well, unused shells, I really don't know,
but we booked it as evidence.

Q | You dida‘t go Eack to the scene or anything;
you stayed with the subject?

A The night of the shooting =~

. Q Right.

DONALD L. O8TROV, C.U.R., OFF.CIAL QP2 3TER
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Y =~ 0r tae meraing? Yes, sir.
Q Would you direct your attention, Officer,

to what we have marked as Exhibit 1?2 Could you step over

here and look at it?

' There has been testimony of the nature that

this appears to be a portion of what we'll call the kitchen

e

facilities adjoining and serving the Embassy Room of the

There has been testimony, for eiample, that
this area wbuld be a panfry, there woﬁld‘be a ramp down
here into an area for séorage of w« ghelves ~w dishes and
things necessary for a banquetg down through an area of a
serving kitchen. |

Would that be =- generally, looking at that,

would you be familiar that this would depict the scene that

you effectuated the arrest?
A No, sir.
Q You wouldn't recogaize it? Would you

recognize this, generally, as being the area you went to,

with that description?

A Well ww-
Q Speak up loud,
A This area over here on this side is the

area where we made the arrest.
Q But visualizing the whole thing as one unit,

I was going to ask you this, where was the arrest made?

PYPP R - i
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A Wel., we came in Tonrough the cast passage-
WaY .
Q All right. Can we do this, we have used

the colér red. T guess we will stick with another -

THE FOREMAN: Use the pencil.

THE WITNESS:, Is all this one floor?

Q BY MR, HOWARD: Right. Will you show us
where you came?

A Yes. We came in up a flight of stairs
which, I guess, would be these (indicating);

And my partner and myself, we came this
wéy (indicating). |

I kmow there is a little room in here.
Tt's a manager’s office,-right here,

| And the other two officers came through -
here (indicating).

They had the suspect on the first table
right here. My partner came avound, and here, and then
T came around to this side, so there was two of us here
on this side, |

The sﬁspect was here and Rosie Grier was
here, and Rafer Johnson was here.

AndAthere,was aﬁother man on top of the
table which had him in a headlock, who I don't know sho he
was, but I remember the headlock.

- Anyway, from here, this is where we got him

DONALD 1. OSTROV, C.L£.&., OFFiCiai JLIPORYER
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and then I made a right turn and I went out through two

135

RV

from, and we took hom out cast, whsch would be that WaY .

We ctook him straighc out through these hall
doow's which was, mow, I guess,.the Colonial Room, and from
the Colonial Room -

Do you want to know which way we got out of

the place?
Q ‘No. I think that would be sufficient.
A We got out through the Colonial Room, and

the Colonial Room faces ~- we were walking out this way ,

-

more doors. '

And T remember that -~ these doors because
there was a red carpet and -~ there was a red carpet.

I made a left turn to some -~ it's a big
lobby; I remember "the two pillars on the side, the cormer
pillar, and there was the other pillar which cause a
little passageway,

We made a left turn on that passageway and
we were going down, and then to the right there are some
stairs, sort of wind down into the lobby.

We went down those stairs into the lobby,
and I remember this because ~-~ wﬁat is his name? =~ Unruh -
he was with us and he hollered back, and he goes, ''Slow
down, slow down. This isnff a race,' and all,

Anéd T looked back and I seen all these

people behind my partner, and tnese people -~ and all I

L
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can think of is getilng the suspect out of there,
And here is -this Uncuh ~< "Slow down, slow
down, it's not a race.'

And I just looked and T said, '"Come omn,
Partner, let's go,"™ ycu know, '

- So we just kept on running down the stairs,
and then -- which was -= came into this main entrance
where the canopy is, and we walked out through there,

My partﬁef and I put the suspect-in the car,

I went ardund to the other.side of the car,
L jumped in. ‘

My partner run around to the front. BHe
Jumped in,

When we got in the car, the next thing we
know, Jesse Unruh is in the car with us. That's how he
got in the car. We didn't ask him., He just gét in.

There was people all the way through from
the time we were taking the suspect out, the people
hollering, "That's him. That's him. Kill him. Kill him,
That's him. That's him. He did it."

Q That's why you moved as quick as you did?

A Yes, sir,

MR, HOWARD: ¥Fine., Would you return to the stand?
(Whereupon the witness complied.)

MR, HOWARD: That's all we have unless there is a

question from the Jury,

DONALD L. OSTROV, C.ER., OFFICIAL REPUATER
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THYE FOREMAN: boea anyone have a un tion he'd
like to ask the officer?

There being no further questions, it's my
duty to caution you and also warn you not to impart to
anyone or discuss witch anyone any of the proceedings that
went on in this room <today.

THE VIITNESS Ye

®

, sit,

THE FOREMAN: Thank you very much for coming in.

THE WITNESS: 1It's ,rﬁy pleasure. .
(Whereupon the witness was excused and

withdrew from the Grand Jury Suite.)
MR, HOWARD: Karl Uecker, please;

KARL URCKER,

called as a witness before the Grand Jury, was duly sworn

as follows:
THE FOREMAN: Would you raise your right hand,

please?

i

{(Whereupon the witness‘cqmpliéd with the
request of the Foreman.) . “
Do you solemnly sWear that the evidencé
you shall give in this matte r.now pending before the
Grand Jury o: the'County of Los Angeles shall be the

1,

truth, the whole twxuth, and mothing but the truth, so

.help<you God?

DONALD L. Oq..s vV, C.52.R,, OFFIC.AL RuponTen
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Trlh WITNESS. Yes, i <o,
THE FOREMAN. Would you sit dowa. there, please,
Mr. Uecker, and for tbe.record, would you give us your
name into the micropnone so they can all hear it?

THE WITNESS: My name is Karl Uecker,

Tek FOREMAN: How do you spell that last namé?

THE WITNESS: Uwe~c-k-ewr,

EXAMINATION o
BY MR, FUKUTO:
Q Mr. Uecker, what is your bﬁsiness ot
occupation?
A I am the Assistant Maitre d° in the

Banquet Department in the Ambassador Hotel,
MR, HOWARD: May I interrupt? Will you talk slow?
I am having a little difficulty following you, and I

think maybe the reporter is., We are getting tired now,

'it's not you, so will you talk slow for us?

THE WITNESS: I am the Assistant Maitre df at the
Ambassador Hotel in the Banquet Department,

Q BY MR, FUKUTO: And were you working there
on election night and the following morning?

A Yes, 1 was.

Q And.Were.you present during the time some
shooting occixred at that location?

A Yes,

DONALL L. OSTROV, C.LaR., OFFICIAL L IPCRTER
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That was on cthe second £loor by the

Embassy Rocwm, is that correct?

A
Q
A

Q

At the Embassy Room pantry.

Pantry?

Right.

You see the diagram which is next to you,

Mr. Uecker, and which has been marked Grand Jury Exhibit

Number 1. Can

you seec it from your angle?

THE FOREMAN: You may,get up and walk over.,

THE WITNESS: Number 17

Q
exhibit,

A

Q

A

Q
Embassy Room?
) A
here.

Q
serving tables

A

Q

A

Q

BY MR, FUKUTO: The whole diagram is the

Yes..
Do you recognize that sketch?
Yes, I dos.

Is that a diagram of the pantry of the
Must have been right here, yes, in through

You are indicating the area where the
are located, is that right?-

Yes., It's what wg'call a pantry.
Pantry? |

Yes,

And this has been designated.as a place where

Senator Kennedy made a talk to the public, is that correct?

DONA D L. OIT.I0V, C.8.8., OF AIC:AL LLopoaTon
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A Right, yes,
Q Anc 3 am referring vo what is labeled
"'Stage Anteroom” and the area where the serving tables

are-located. You call that area w- it'g w-

A . Pantry.

Q . Pantry.

A Embacsy pantry, ves,

Q Now, were you.in the aréa of the pantry

when Senator Kennedy came into that location sometime
after 12:00 midnight?

A Yes. I took Mr. Kennedy from the stage

into this area by my left hand.

Q By your left hand?

A Holding him on his righi hand.

Q You kind of escorted him them?

A Right.

Q Did you go from the stage through the doors

Ammediately to the north of the stage?

A To the north, right,

Q And you went through the hallway toward
the pantry, is that correct?

A Right.

Q And did you proceed with Senator Kennedy
through the swingihg double doors?
7 A Right. I was leading him through. I went

first, and he was wight behind me.

—- -
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Q Were therce & zamber o4 peopic bahind wou
at chat time? ‘

A Yes., Peorle were following us.

Q Were there people inside the pantry area
when you led Senator Kennady through there?

A . I didn't =~ except Mr. Uno Timanson, I

didn't see anybody eise.,

Q Were .the press and reporters and
photographers there at that time? <o
A Not at the time, I didn't see anybody.

Q Then you proceeded into the pantry area,

is that right?

A Right..
Q What happened after you got there?
A After I got =- let me show you == I ==

THE FOREMAN: Would you keep w=-

THE WITNESS: Right after we came through the
"sliding doors, he got loose of my hand and shook hands
with somebody around here, in this area (indicating) ==

MR, FUKUTO: May I o=~

THE WITNESS: == before it goes into the kitchen
it must have been right here.

MR, FUKUTO May I make that K«1, Mr. Foreman?

THE WITNEéS: Yeso

THE FOREMAN: Here, do you want to mark --

MR, FURUTO: With a blue pencil. All right.

[ZPFI)

TR
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your hand, and hc snook hends.with some individual, is

Q Thaet = wherc yr,. Kennedy got iloose from

that right?

A Right,
Q. . Where were you at that time?
A . I was standing right in front of him. He

was on the left side «-
Q Then what happened after that?
A After he finished shaking hand with one
of the kitchen people there, with one of the_diéhwashers,
I took his hand again, and we went few steps farther
until we got on this corner here, where we have fhe
heatérs> the steam -~ the steam heaters, |
Those are tables tnat keep the food warm?
Right,
And are there three of them there in that
pantry?
A . Three, right,.
And they are indicated by these diagrams
then, is that correct?
A Right, yes.
Q And you stood right next to the place which
has already been marked with an "X" and the initials R.F.K.
is that right? - .
A Right, yes.

Q Slightly to the right of that diagram?

DONALD L. USTROV, C.8.R., GFFCIAL J.ZPORTER
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;
Q What happened then? |
A He got loose of my haand again and shook

hand¢$ again with one of the.dishwashers.,

And then I took his hand again, and while I
was pulling him, I was trying to get -- because too many
people came behind us at that time,

Mr, Urio was in front of us =~ Mr, Timanson «-
and he was calling, waving o&er,'and I was trying to get as
fast through the kitchen area there, through the pantry, as
T could,

And while I was holding his handy I was
turning to my right towards ~= to the Colonial Room where
the press room was.

At the time something rushed on my right
side, I -~ at that time I didn't fecognize what it was;
and I saw some paper flying., I don't even remember what
it was, paper or white pieces of things,

Then I heard the £irst shot and the second
shot right after that, and Mr. Kennedy fall out of my hand,
I lost his hand. |

I looked for him, ahd I saw him falling down,

And I turned around again; and I saw the man -
right standing next'to me,

The arm, was hoiding the gun in, push the

arm down or. towards che steam heater, and my right arm I

[PV PRTIU
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