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- WASHINGTON, Aug, 14 (11!
—Three reporters wlg covered|
the trials of men charged in the
assassinztions  of  President
Kenncdy, thc Rev. Dr. Martin,
Luther King Jr. and Scnator‘
Robert F. Kennedv have con- |
cluded that “American justice!
works accidentally, if at i |

“The courts are now basi-]
cally construcled 19 serve tha
legal  profession, not  the
people” a baok, “A Scarch for
“Justice” dechires. Facl of the
reporters,  who o coversd  the
triats for The No-tiville ‘Tenneess
Letug wrote nosection of (he
ook, 1 was edited by John
Sicgenthaler, the newsparer's
wditor, Who zlso wrote its con-;
clusion:.

Mr. Siegenthaler was an ad~i
minisirative assistant to Robest !
Kennzdy swhen Mr. Kcanedy:
was Aiterney Gerneral.

e threa reporters  are!
ames_Sqyjresd now a speeial:
assignment  reporier {or Thet
Tennessean; Frank Rigs now!
the paper's city | editor, and
Johu Horaplili. now an- assist.
ant nows editor in the Wash.

ington Burriu of The Nev” Yo k
Times, :

Mr? Eitte: covered the trial
of Clay i, who wan amusnd
of conapitacy to Lill the Preed
dent; Mr. Sguires the 1ial o
dames barl Teay for Dr, Kjpe's.

wurder, and Ir, Heaphill thet

trial of Sirlizn Eishara Sirhanj
for the z2s:assinztion of kobert!
Kennedy., . ’

Reach Same Conclusion

Afterwerd, Mr, Sicgc—nthalcr;'
writes, the three reporiers'
“ecach indesendently teached
the conclusion that Amrrican
j\lllstice,works 2ccidentally, if at
all.” . o
“Nonc of them felt he would
have much confidence in his:
own chance {o get a feir ver-
dict were he to b2 put on trial
In thoze same conrts, before
the s fudyes R, Hiezen-
thider vwilted,

The authors eanclude that
Mr. Shaw chould never have
been  tried; that ne attemnt
was made to deternine the
truth aftcr Ray pleaded guilty.
in return for a 99-year prison
sentence, and thzt Sirhan's
“sanity trial was a mockery. |

I gas chamber, -

; trial ‘resulted only in-“a sen-

"They “foind “the judiciall

vstem so laching long-Gverdue
reforin “that the administra-
tion of j:stice is in scrious
troutiec and often, on a day-to-
dry basit, may deluelly he
more inclined (o thwary justice,

“rhe orzanived bar, ycihaps
avrnre it the conts, o by
Jeclie Lir. Sdepe nthaler
vearltes, “has soled on frapr.
foctlons fn the prens aesd his
dirccted §is najor ‘reloim® atl-

n

“tention 1o the “free prisc vs.

fair trial’ guestion.”

Mr. Shaw, a New Orleans
businessman,  was acquitted
after a sensational tria) high-
lighted by charges mads oui-
side the courtreom by the New
Orleans Disirict Attorney, Jim
Garrison. The Distriet Attomey
was admonished by e bhar
despite complzints that he had
conducted a circus with unre-
liable,  discredited  witncsses,
The authors conclude thnt hr
Shase “should never have heen!
tricd.”

Unanswered Qu:atlon

In the case of Puy, the jour-
halists came away” convinced
that, despitz his guilty plea, on
whicli he received a 99-vear
prison senticence, the overiising
question of 2 .possihle conspir-
acy in the April ¢, 1955, murdger
ol Dr. King was never an- |
swered. -

“The . administration of jus-

tice succced in punishing a! .

auilty man,” \ir. Siezenthaler:
writes. “But’ it risde no pre-.
tense of initiating 3 scarch for
truth or putting down what
very well may have been a lie
by Ray.” L

Sivhan shot Roberg Kennedy
in los Anpeles a few minutes

past midalghe June 5, 1067, {,
full view of panny Vel «nes,
He weus convicted of yueder
and was sentenced 1o dic in the

- -With  his - sanity .':thc only
issue, the a2uthors contend .t hat

the prolonged, million-doliar|-

tence more scvere than one!
which could. have heen nego-
tiated before a jury was scated
1o try the case.” ‘
They contead that permitting
the tenuous findings of psychi-
atrists and psychologists ta be
subjected “lo the. sort-of bad-:
gering  cross-examination that!
corazs from the hostile advers-
ory envirenment of o criminal
visl, may rob tha cause of
Justlce. : ) 1
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