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W/if£llll\’t'5't'"?‘l. Aug. 14(1)!-1) 
.--Three llff-0X|!‘l'S who r.o\-cred 
the trials of men charged in the 
assassin;-tinns of President 
Kennedy. the Rev. Dr. Martin! 
Luther King Jr. and Senator; 
Robert F. Kennedy have con-| 
cludedthat “American justice? 
worl»:.s atcidtrntally, if at all." 
“Tnc court.-1 ate »no's.' basi-I 

cally conf-tructed to serve the’ 
legal profes;.~ion_ not the 
people," .-. I-fink, “A Search for 
Jus.tir:r~," d<-i"l:n'r-:-. l1.:n:l| of the 
tqmrli-r::_ who cow-iv-il the 
ti-ml-; for 'l'hv- t-‘;-- h\'ilIr~. ‘l1-nm-.\.- 
.'.i:;ui, \'.'n"-tr :1 .-.t't'tim\ of the I--mt. ll \-.:|:." rdilt-il by _;'[ghn_ 
f§5.(;L'__t:l1i_il_Fii_t:‘_l>'L_ the n0\\'.—paf-ct"s 

clusionz. 
'0 itor, who also \~.'rote its con-5 

Mr. Siege-nthaler was an ad-Q 
mini_=trati\"c assistant to Robert; Kennedy v.-‘hen Mr. Kennedy- was Attomev General.

. 

three reporters are; ames S "-"es now a spcciatf assignment reporter for The‘ 
T8f1l'£C.~‘-.*T£'3li; 

tun.-__P_1t~ 

" '1-“L. now; the paper's Cl1_\'rCdii'Ji‘, and John H:r.]pl.=.Ui. now an-assist-' 
”<fit_rac~.~.-1 editor in the W:i.<h- 
ington Bur:-;=u r:t"ll:c 2~1c\.=.-’YQ.k 
Tint-*5. ‘ 

Mr.‘ l<it'v~: €U\'t'l'€'ll tl.r._ trial 
(if (;|:1_\' F-lm .-:, \-."I|n v..1'~ tit-‘u;<r~r| fru -it - tn liil lh- |‘rr'-I (I ll-H)‘ .1 ‘\' '. ‘

- 

lilfllij Mr. .‘-tuiu-: Hm lilnl u 
_.Iami-.5 J-.arl ha.’ ii"-r Ur. i~Itu::'.-.4" 
mug-ten, and I-tr. ltemphill that 
trial of SlX‘l'|Z:ll Itishara Sirhanr for the assassination of Robert‘ Kennedy. 

. 

-

0 Rt-aeli Same Conclusion
j 

Aften"-"erd, Mr. Siege-nthaleri 
writes, the -three rt.~pS\rt'3rs' “each independently zeached the conclusion that American 
j\l1lstice_worl#.s accidentally, if at a ." 

< 
,

’ 

“None of them felt he would have much confidence in his= own chance to get a fair ver- 
dict were he tn be put on trial 
In those :~arne mints, In-[me 
U1:-. sum" jw!;j':1_" Mt‘. .‘lif~gl-|)- 
tiizllcr \'.'|H.t':1. 

The auiltms nnnrludr: tint Mr. Shaw should new.-r have been tried; that no attempt was made to dctennine the truth after Ray pleztled guilty. in return for a 99-)'CP.l‘ prison 
sentence, and that Sirhan's 
sanity trial was'_avmocke|y.,A 

"the prolonged, million-dolar 

I3 C/J 

‘They 'to'.in<l ‘the judiciall system so lccizing long;-0vcrdue' 
rctonn "that the 'administra-i 
tion of _i'..stice is in scrious tmuhit: and often, on a da;,'-to- d:y i,asi:., may atcluzzily be more i1:'_'lin(~d to thwart. justim. 

"'iEi'- m;~_;ini1.t.d liar, 1-"ihap.-. 
r.'1.".rt th:.t tin: unlit‘. .<»:r~ im- 
|:.‘;'i~" l," Hf. fiitjjt nt hull f 
V-'I1t~'!-, "hats .*.i:l/1 il nu |mp~t- 
{mil-"l.-1.'; in the. pie.-.s Hill; hut 
direete-rt its lttlnjt-1‘ ‘rc..'.::m' at- tcntirm to the ‘tree pr-Ls: vs. {air trial’ question.” 
Mr. Shaw, a Nev: Orleans businessman, was acquitted after a sensational trial high- 

lighted by charges made out- 
side the courtroom by the New Orleans District Attorney, Jim Garrison. The District Attomey was admonished by tlzc bar despite complaints that he had conducted a circus: with unre- 
liable, discredited witnrssr~.<. The authors conclude tizr-.1 Mr. Shaw "should never h:|vr.- heeni tried."

i ' 

lhmn.*rwr-rut ()U'*“I“0!'l 
In the cast: "of I':|;,*, the jour- 

nalists came away con'.'int'crl 
that, despite his guilty pit-a, oni which he received a 99-year‘ 
prison sentence. the ovcrii-ling‘ 
question of atpossihle conspir-i acy in the April 4. 1958, 1t‘|Ut'tiCI‘: 
of Dr. King was never an~| swered. .

Y "The 4 administration of jus- 
tice succeed in punishing a, guilty man," Mr. .550,-gcnthaleri 
writes. "But it made no pro.-.g 
tense of initiating a search for truth or putting down What very well may have been a lie by Ray." 

_ _

' 

Sirhan slmt Rt;-Emit l\'cnnr_‘d_v‘= 
in Ins Atmcles n tr-.v minutes 
pa:-t mhInl;;ht .lunv~ .’»_ l!HiF¢, int tullr \'lr~w 0|’ mm-v v.>ltm~:w.-.. 
lie was <,-um-It-.tr<i oi‘ mu:-tor‘ and was st-ntenccrt to die in the gas chamber. .- 
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. .With his -' sanityxthe only; 
issue, the authors contendvtfiat 
trial -resulted only in-"a _sen-; 
t_ence more severe than one. which could have been nego- 
tiated before a jury was seated 
to try the cast-." ' 

?T-ey contend that permitting 
the tenuous findings of pS_\'Chi- 
at-rists and ps_\'d'10lngist.s to be 
subjected "to the-sort-of bad-5 
gt-ring cross-ercamination that‘ comes from the hostile advers- ory envirc-nlnent of n criminal 
lri:;l, may rub tho mu.w of 
ju';tl<:r." -
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