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X-rays.. photos prove 
Warren Report wrong, 
says Baltimore author 
By Henry Scar-upa 

n this date in 1964. the Warren Re- 
port was issued to the public. spawn- 
ing 25 years of skepticism about its 
conclusion that Lee Harvey Oswald 

' acted alone in the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy. 

Among those who have spent nearly that en- 
tire time pIDblfl‘%‘lhC who-killer;-Kennedy mystery 
is Baltimore au or Harrison ward Livingstone. 
who claims to have found the ' umb- 
print‘ that undermines the reporgtl-:3 the U.S. 
government s version of what happened in Dallas 
on Nov. 22. 1963. 

A fiction writhtir and playglright. m- 
stone charges t au y otograp ' 

rays were faked andugnot show Kennedy's 
woundsasseenandr1:nlledbyeompetenteye- 
witnesses. He points to inconsistencies between 
the photos and the X-rays. with the X-rays indi- 
cating injuries that do not appear in the photos. 
Only people well-placal in government eould 
have carried out the murder. and the cover-up 
that followed. he argues. 

the 470-fie with J. Gr: den and -pub March. purporting 
tell what happened. included are several autopsy 
photos of Kennedy which he says have never 
before appeared in print. - 

He hasalreadysoldoutthebook'sinitialprint- 
ing of 5.000 and now is bringing out a second 
edition of l0.000. The sales figures 
and those of numerous other books 
addressing the same subject indi- 
cates there is no shortage of skeptics 
finding fault with the Warren Com- 
mission's conclusions 

John Adams. one of Mr. Living- 
stone's backers on the project and 
dean of Harvard University's Exten- 
sion School in Cambridge. Mass. 
from which the author was graduat- 
ed. calls the book ‘extremely impor- 
taut.‘ ' 

‘He's done an exhaustive study of 
the Warren Report and knows it bet- 
ter than anyone else l know.‘ he 
says of the author. ‘He's gone 
through all 26 volumes and found 
the inconsistencies.‘ 

To which adds Harold Weisberg. 
a Frederick-based writer and pio- 
neer critic of the Warren Report. ‘it 
took an enormous amount of labor 
to get the book out. and very few 
people could have done it without 
financial means.‘ as was the case 
with Mr. Livingstone. 
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Summarizing his thoughts on the 

assassination. Mr. Livingstone says. 
‘l see all this as a single conspiracy. 
All the evidence in the case implicat- 
ing Oswald was planted. He was pre- 
pared as the patsy long in advance. 
the trail laid. He was obviously in- 
volved with intel.l.:ie.nce agencies. 

‘The key is e forggéy of the 
medial evidence. The p ers were 
clarly high up in they government. 
Soon atter the murder. a great deal 
of U.S. foreign policy changed 
course.‘ _-' 

Mr. Livingstorieuseasesutlis initial 
fo|~g¢d- pre on e discov- 
eries of eo-auwdgarhiriodengg ph0£0- opda expert serv as eon- 
sultant in the late 1970s for the 
House Select Committee on Assassi- 
nations. (its report backed the War- 
ren Commission Mr. Gro- 
den charged early on t some of 
the autopsy photos of the dead presi- 
dent were composites. created by a 
matte insert process to alter the 
character of Kennedy's head wound. 

Althoufii the committee report 
included r. Groden's dissentirgg 
opinion. he says he was prevent 
by the committees chief counsel 
from fully voicing his doubts to com- 
mittee members. As far back as July 
1979 the photo expert shared his 
findings with a Sun reporter. which 
resulted in an article calling into 
question the authenticity of the au- 
topsy photos. 

Mr. Groden's chief contribution 
to the book consists of his technical 
evaluations of photographic evi- 
dence. He lgas te&ned the tgrélliflar 
backyard p otos Oswald * e 
rifle as fakes. with Oswald's likeness 
pasted onto another body. He also 
worked with a team of experts syn- 
chronizing the Zapruder film — 
ibotage taken by an amateur photog- 
rapher documentingthe assassina- 
tion fra.mebyframe—withguni‘ire 
recorded on audio tape when a Dal- 
las motorcycle policeman left his ra- 
dio on durtngltransit through Dealey 
Plaza with e presidential proces- 
sbn. 

. Four shots areaudible. says Mr. 
0-roden. with the possibility that at 
least two others were fired. Analysis 
of the acoustical data indicates one 
of the shots came from the front.
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probably from the grassy knoll area 
of the plaza. supporting what many 
witnesses had claimed earlier. The 
test results were presented to the House Assassinations Committee. 
Assessing the data. Mr. Livingstone 
theorizes Kennedy may have taken two shots to the head. from front and back. The Warren Report con- 
cluded the president was struck once in the neck and once in the 
head. both by bullets fired from the 
sixth lloorofthe Texas Book Deposi- 
tory building. 

By bri out his book years after the xfaggggtlie author has been 
able to draw on the work of dozens critics as a point 0 departure for his own investigations. He made sev- 
eral trips to Dallas. and questioned 1-iofthe l9doctor-sandnurseswho saw Kennedy when he was brought into Parkland Hos ital. Aclxmling to the book. all told: Mr. Livingstone 
that the head wounds they saw dif- 
fered markedly from what appeared in the oflicial photos ~ 

The key point in their tatirnony was that they had seen tgapinfihole in the back of Kenn y's ead. which the believed was an exit wound andyindlcating that the shot was fired from the front ofthe limou- 
sine rather than the rear. Their statements were corroborated by former Navy technicians. now in ci- 
vilian life. who were present at the Kennedy autopsy at the Bethesda Naval Hospital. For years the Navy men had been silenced by the threat of 

Discrepancies also occur between the X-rays and the recollections of the Parkland staff. the autopsy photos and the autopsy reponi . Mr. Livingstone says a frontal X-ray of the president‘s head. showing a large portion of the right side miss» 
lng. including the right orb. conflicts with autopsy photos of the wound. The author relied on the expertise of a Baltimore radiologist. among oth- 
ers. in evaluating the X-rays. 

But ifthe photos and X-rays were faked. why the botched job? The conspirators had to move quickly. and in so doing left behind a ‘greasy 
thumbprint.‘ declares Mr. Living- 
stone. 
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In rejecting (hag;/3l1l:n Report. Mr. Livin stone e borated a scenario wiich he feels is more plau- 
sible ven the facts that are being steadig uncovered. Oswald. he says. had some sort of involvement with U.S. inte nce. and was sent to the Soviet Ugjlfiil as a spy. probably by the Office of Naval Intelligence. He was set up as the fall guy. with a 
tell-tale trail carefully laid out months in advance of the assassina- 
tion. 
On the eventful day the conspira- 

tors mounted a classic military am- bush with three or four gunmen on the scene to ensure the resident would not escape. The kilfiers were 
probably Mafia hit ‘men or Cubtag eadles with Kennedy over 
his abaarxilgrviment of the Bay of Pigs 
invaders. in Mr. Livingstone's ver- 
sion. four shots struck Kennedy. two 
from the front and two from the 
back. and one hit Texas Gov. John 
Connally. A sixth shot [the third. ac- 
cording to the algldarren missed its target smash 
the curb. into the 
face of bystander Tague. A drawing in the book suggests 
gessible vantage pants from with e gunmen could ve aimed a e 
president. They include the Dallas Texas Building and the Dallas Coun- 
ty Records Building. near the Book 
Deposi' tory. as well as the Depository 
itself. looking down from the back: a manhole covered by a rectangular gate on the south knoll to the left of the motorcade: manholes on the 
right and left sides of the triple over- 
2:35 

in front of the president‘? car. an area behind_ a stockade ence on the grassy knollto the right and 
front 

Mr. Livingstone notes that there 
is no hard evidence linlring Oswald 
to the crime. or that any shots actu- 
ally oame from the B&ok~Depository 
Building. Taetically e Depository. with its sniper's nest set-up in the easternmost window of the sixth 
iloor.ao1rLild hag: servedkgls a diver- sion. e tnre ers to es- 
cape tinirzged and implicating Os- 

To allow the assassination to oc- 
cur. Mr. Livingstone says. ‘Some- 
body among the dpresidenfs guard 
.*::s"“.‘;“"'~ 8-: ";:.i".m':°.¢ w wn c co 
them. which prevented the presi- dent from being guarded adequate- 
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BUG LITE. No wonder Washington wants to tear down ih¢ "°“' Us °mba$§Y in Moscow. in looking for KGB-planted bugs. the Cl/l discovered evidence of new high-tech spy ¢Q'-“Pment. including a device like a Roto-Rooter that en- 
' 

ables Soviet spooks to install microphones in a wall by driU- ing into a building from underground. But CIA analysts are puzzled over a suspicious object found in a concrete column: a beer bottle. ls it some sort of bug. or merely a brewski chugged and chucked by a Soviet workman? No one is sure.
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By ALAN M. DERSHOWITZ 
It has now been 25 years since that 

dreadful I-‘rlday in Dallas when so many 
dreams were shattered biy the assassination 
of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy. The 
anniversary brings back sad memories. but 
it also raises some lingering doubts over 
whether we know the whole truth. 

l was a law clerk on the Supreme Court 
25 years ago. it fell on me to infornr my 
boa. Justice Arthur Goldberg, that his dear 
friend had been shot. The chief justice. Earl 
Warren. sent the justices home. fearing 
that the attack in Dallas might be part of a 
more general assassination plot against 
high government officials. 

I was with Goldberg when we later heard 
the report of Lee Harvey Oswald's assassi- 
nation by Jack Ruby. We wondered what 
was going on. but I trusted what my gov- 
ernment was telling me. My trust seemed 
vindicated when President Lyndon B. 
Johnson appointed Chief Justice Earl War- 
ren. a symbol of probity and integrity. to 
head up a national commission of inquiry. 
Several of the young lawyers who were 
appointed to staff the commission were 
friends of mine. and I knew that their hon- 
esty was above reproach. 
When the Warren Commission released 

its report. concluding lgiat both Oswald and 
Rubywere disturbed loners and that there 
was no conspiracy. I had little reason to 
doubt its conclusions. After all, the com- 
mission staff- my friends and contempora- 
ries-had questioned all possible witnesses. 
reviewed all CIA and l-‘Bl files and investi- 
gated all plausible leads. 
This was happening during an age of 

trust in government, which had brought 
us the civil-rights movement. the War 
against Poverty and the Great Society. Our 
innocence had not yet been taken away by 
the lies about Vietnam. the Watergate 
cover-up and the lran-Contra scandals. 

It has been a long quarter-century since 

-3:1-;'l:;7 -" 
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Trust Lost, l\lew].F.K. Probe 
those innocent times. Now l trust almost 
nobody in government. l have learned that 
many in positions of authority believe that 
it is part of their job to lie in the national 
interest. I suspect everything that the 
Warren Commission was told. or shown. 
by the CIA and FBI and other intelligence 
agencies. l believe only what my own 
senses tell me, only what is demonstrably 
true, only what cannot be faked in sophisti- 
cated laboratories. only what was testified 
to by people with proven track records of 
credibility. 
Nor am l alone in my conversion from 

naive trust to cynical distrust. My closest 
friend on the staff of the Warren Com- 
mission. John Hart Ely, who clerked for 
Warren and then became a law professor 
and the dean of Stanford Law School. 
experienced a similar conversion. 

Ely makes the powerful point that the 
Warren Commission lacked independent 
investigative resources and thus was com- 
pelled to rely on "the government's exist- 
ing investigative agencies"—the FBI. CIA 
and military intelligence. He points out 
that in 1964 “one had to be a genuine rad- 
ical" to believe that these agencies might 
be "withholding significant information 
from the Warren Commission." Today. 
however, "it would take a person of un- 
usual naivete to ignore that possibility." 

Ely still believes that the Warren Com- 
mission’s conclusions were probably cor- 
rect. But he is not as confident as he was 
back in 1964. Nor am l. if one discounts 
the information provided by government 
intelligence agencies and relies only on 
independently confirmable facts. the case 
for the Warren Commission's conclusions 
is little more compelling than it is for 
some kind ofconspiracy theory. There are 
so many unexplained facts. like recent 
acoustical and ballistics evidence that is 
consistent with a second assassin, as well 
as the deaths-mostly by assassination 
and "accident"--of so many witnesses. 

Is Needed 
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Jack Anderson believes that the e‘ 

dence now points most convincingly 
the following scenariot Cuban dicta 
Fidel Castro, convinced that Presid< 
Kennedy had ordered his assassinatn 
took preemptive action and arranged l 

a team of organized-crime hit men to k 
our President. The CIA advised Preside 
Johnson of this a few days after the a 

sassination. Johnson feared that if t; 

American public learned of Castro's ll 

volvement it would demand retaliatic 
against Cuba. Any such retaliation wou 
necessarily require the Soviet Union i 

come to Castro's assistance. especiail 
after Nikita S. Khrushchei/‘s humillatic 
during the Cuban missile crisis. Johnso 
resolved, therefore. to persuade the Amen 
can public that Oswald had acted aioni 
He appointed a commission composed c 

loyal and distinguished Americans wh 
would not second-guess what the Cl. 
would show and tell them. The commis 
sloners came to the only conclusion tha 
they could possibly reach on the basis o 
the evidence that was available. That con- 
clusion was wrong, but it was the "safest' 
one for world peace. 
That scenario sounds a bit farfetched 

even when viewed through the prism oi 
recent deceptions. But the underlying 
skepticism is well founded: We simply 
cannot credit what the CIA told the 
Warren Commission back in those good old 
"trust your government" days. 
That is why a new investigation of the 

old evidence, and whatever new evidence 
may have survived 25 years of tampering 
and decay, is warranted. it may-do no 
pragmatic good to open old and painful 
wounds. But history and truth have their 
claims. We the people are entitled to know 
what really happened on that tragic Friday 
in Dallas. 

Alan M. Dershowitz teaches at Harvard 
Law School and writes a syndicated column. 
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Witness Tells of CIA Plot to Kill Castro 
out of the shadows to tell how a covert CIA 
mission to liquidate Cuban President Fidel Castro backfired. The Marxist ruler was tipped off 

that the CIA was trying to kill him. Instead, he may have turned the hired guns against President John 
F. Kennedy. 
The witness, a Washington police officer named 

Joseph Shimon, played an undercover role in the bizarre tragedy. He sat in on the meetings where 
the Central Intelligence Agency's William Harvey and the Mafia's Johnny Rosselli plotted the 
assassination of Castro. 
The covert operation had the blessing of two of America's most notorious crime figures: Sam 

Giancana, boss of the Chicago mob, and Santos 
Trafficante, who controlled the Cuban underworld 
before Castro came to power. Shimon quotes 
Trafficante as saying, “l'll get you the contacts, 
give you-a lot of names. But keep me out of it." 

A fter a 25-year silence, a witness has stepped 

recommended by Trafficante. Six assassination 
teams were dispatched to Cuba; not only did all six 
fail, they also disappeared 
Harvey and Rosselli concluded that teams of 

professional hit men wouldn't have failed 
repeatedly unless Castro had been waiting for 
them. "You don't have that many misses, and these 
fellows are not coming back," Shimon said. 

Only six people knew about the CIA plot to use 
the Mafia to knock off Castro. N0 mention of the 
operation had been committed to paper. Yet Castro must have been tipped off. 
The finger of suspicion pointed to Trafficante. 

. __._ 

Harvey and Rosselli recruited killers 

Though he had been jailed and his gambling casinos seized by Castro, for some inexplicable reason, 
Trafficante got out of Cuba unscathed after Castro came to power. Shimon recalled, “Suddenly 
Trafficante is released . . . . He comes back here with all his assets, with the yacht . . . . Others 
eventually got out, but they left Cuba broke. 
Trafficante came out with all his money, 
immediately went into business and look how big he got overnight. He spread out all over the South." Shimon confronted Giancana and asked whether 
Trafficante was reliable. "Frankly," Giancana 
confided, "he's a rat." The CIA came to the same 
conclusion and abruptly called off the Mafia. But 
the CIA continued to look for other ways to 
eliminate Castro. 

Castro no longer knew where the CIA would 
strike next. So he issued a public warning in September 1963. If the CIA persisted in trying to 
kill Cuban leaders, he said, then “American leaders 
will not be safe." 
Two months later, President Kennedy was 

gunned down in Dallas. Shimon figured that Castro had conspired with Trafficante. Shimon said his 
conclusion was “confirmed by Harvey,” who had 
other information from the CIA. 
Shimon said, “They had othersources, too. They were satisfied that this had to be retaliation by Castro . . . . Castro decided, look, if this [CIA murder mission] is gonna continue on, let's have a 

little self-defense. This is a two-way game." 
Shimon is just one of a number of witnesses who have provided evidence that Castro turned the 

tables on the CIA and Kennedy. 
___ _ .. _. 
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A Kennedy Plot That Backfired? 

e have uncovered startling evidence that W Robert F. Kennedy oversaw an undercover operation-a CIA plot to eliminate Cuba's 
Fidel Castro—that backfired cruelly 25 years ago 
and triggered the assassination of his brother John 
F . Kennedy. 

This is a painful story that the authorities don't 
want to face. Only two months ago. the Justice 
Department tried to close the door on the dreadful 
crime that changed our nation's history. The 
department declared. “No persuasive evidence can 
be identified to support the theory of a conspiracy.’ 

Yet our findings, if not conclusive. are certainly 
persuasive. We have pieced together evidence of a 
conspiracy, implicating an unwitting Robert 
Kennedy, from hidden documents and credible 
witnesses. The evidence we have seen is far more 
compelling than the Warren Commission's verdict 
that President Kennedy was killed by a lone, 
deranged gunman. _ 

The tragic events that ended in Kennedy's death 
began four years earlier in the bacltrooms of the 
Central Intelligence Agency. In December 1959. 
then-CIA director Allen Dulles. who continued to 
serve in the early days of the Kennedy 
administration. made a chilling proposaL Eight 
months later. the CIA director of security. Col. 
Sheffield Edwards, was assigned to implement it. 
The operation was so secret that it wasn't 

committed to paper until years afterward. Then a 
CIA account described it as “a sensitive mission 
requiring gangster-type action. The mission target 
was Fidel Castro." The purpose was to liquidate the 
charismatic Castro. leaving Cuba leaderless just 

..,;. . .. .- 
_ 
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before the Bay of Pigs invasion. A CIA front man. 
Robert Maheu, sounded out a top crime figure from 
the old Al Capone mob, Johnny Rosselli, about 
killing the Cuban leader. Rosselli introduced Maheu 
to Sam Giancana and Santo Trafficante. 
The mob accepted the contract. But the 

assassination plot failed and the 1961 Bay of Pigs 
invasion was a fiasco. The newly elected president, 
John F. Kennedy, was at the CIA for 
botching the invasion and asked his brother. 
thereafter, to oversee the CIA. 
On May 7 . 1962. Attorney General Robert 

Kennedy was told about the mission to liquidate 
Castro. This was followed a week later by a written 
review.

_ 

it outlined the mission. concluding, “Knowledge 
of this pl'Oj€C[ during its life was kept to a total of 
six persons. . . and there were no mernoranda on 
the project nor were there other written 
documents or agreements. The project was duly 
orally approved by the said senior officials of the 
agency." 

Not long afterward, Robert Kennedy joined in 
the decision to revive the mission. Our sources 
claim he took a personal interest in the operation, 
and one document suggests he once contacted 
Rosselli directly. . 

All told. six hit teams were sent to Cuba; all six 
failed. The CIA later concluded that the plot against 
Castro had backfired and that Castro had retaliated 
against President Kennedy. Our sources say that 
then-CIA director John McCone delivered that grim 
report to Robert Kennedy the morning after his 
brother's assassination. 
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()swald’s Widow now believes cons 
NEW YORK (AP) —— Lee Harvey 

Oswald's widow says she now be- 
lieves Oswald was not acting alone 
when President John E Kennedy 
was killed. 

“I think he was caught between 
two powers - the government and 
organized crime," Marina Oswald 
Porter said in the November issue of 
Ladies’ Home Journal, published 
yesterday. 

Testimony by Oswald's widow, 
who married Dallas carpenter Ken- 
neth Porter in 1965, helped the War- 
ren Commission conclude that a de- 

passion; all of America was griev- 
ing. But later, we found that he had 
connections with the underworld. 
Now, I think Lee was killed to keep 
his mouth shut," she said. 

Mrs. Porter said that, in retro- 
spect, Oswald seemed profes- 
sionally schooled in secretiveness 
“and I believe he worked for the 
American govemment.” 
“He was taught the Russian lan- 

guage when he was in the military. 
Do you think that is usual, that an 
ordinary soldier is taught Russian? 
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ranged Oswald acted alone in the 
Nov. 22, 1963, assassination. 
"When I was questioned by the 

Warnen Commission, I was a blind 
kitten}? she said. 
The commission, appointed to in- 

vestigate the assassination, con- 
cluded it was the work of a single 
gunman, Oswald. In 1979, however, 
the House Select Committee on As- 
sassinations, relying in part on 
acoustical evidence, concluded a 
conspiracy was likely and that it 

may have involved organized crime. 
Since then, Mrs. Porter, 47, has 

piracy killed Kennedy 
Also, he got in and out of Russia 
quite easily, and he got me out quite 
easily," said Mrs. Porter, who emi- 
grated from the Soviet Union in 1961 
after marrying Oswald. 

In the months preceding the as- 
sassination, a man posing as Oswald 
reportedly appeared in several pub- 
lic places in the Dallas area. 

“I learned afterward that some- 
one who said he was Lee had been 
going around looking to buy a car, 
having a drink in a bar. I’m telling 
you, Lee did not drink and he didn't 
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drawn new conclusions. 
“l don’t know if Lee shot him," she 

said. “I'm not saying that Lee is in- 
nocent. that he>didn’t know about the 
conspiracy or was not a part of it, but 
I am saying he's not necessarily 
guilty of murder." 

“It was a very complicated plot, 
brilliantly executed. Could any intel- 
ligent person believe that kind of 
thing was organized by one man?" 
she said. 

“At first, I thought that Jack Ruby 
[who killed Oswald two days after 
the assassination] was swayed by 

know how to drive. 
“And afterward, the FBI took me 

to a store in Fort Worth where Lee 
was supposed to have gone to buy a 
gun. Someone even described me 
and said I was with him. This woman 
was wearing a maternity outfit like 
one I had. But I had never 
there," she said. '-,'q'~ = , -- 

Mrs. Porter said she hopes 
truth will emerge when the Warren 
Commission materials are declassi- 
fied. F ', 

“Look, I'm walking through the 
woods, trying to find__apath. Just 
all of us," she said.=*~1The o_nlY_i 
ference is, I hav3_‘§‘_fittle bit ol":_-‘iii- 

sight. Only half ~i}‘\1tl1 has 
told" -.i-l‘~“",'t1i»~- 
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Assassination clues settle in one place
i 
< B,‘D€D3'3»' Pas-e'

J 

me was-1t~_-;';>v~ Hug? - 

fa political leader has been killed ah_\w\'here tn the world chances are‘ Bernard Fensterwald has a file on it Mr Fensterwalc.‘ lS the founder and director of the Assassina- 
1 nor. Archives 6- Research Center The ar:l'::\'e"= tr. five dust} rooms tn a buildine or. F Street .\'\'. that has seen better day.» contain an 8Sl0fllShll'l§I TCPOSIIOT} of informatior. 

There are abou' 1.500 books in the permanen? colieczior. with another S00 duplicate copies that are lent to members of the center
; 

Booits or. John F Kennedy-" alone fill two bookcases There are volumes or. Lht Mafia Fidel Castro. Malcolm X. terror- ism. LES and Soviei intelligence. and mind control There is even a
j 

bool‘ _tustif_\'tn§ assassinations. entitled “Killing No Murder" There are 2.000 audiotapes. including 22 by a Dallas Morning: .\'ews reporter who worked for years on President Kennedy's assassination
. 

There are 80.000 pages of FBI documents or. Kennedv which fill eight ' 

file cabinets. Fortunately. the center was able to an index to the ' 

z 

I-‘Bl documents - which is not the case with its 11 volumes of CIA 
t material on Kennedy 
i 

Bu: the “guts” of the collection. according to Mn Fensterwald. are ‘ 16 file cabinets containing research. about half unpubbshed. on var- ious aspects of various assassinations. There's a file on just about even" country. since nearly every country has a history of assassina-
. dons. There‘s one drawer on Kennedy assassin Lee Harvey Oswald‘s i_ 

f trip L0 Mexico ' 

- And all of this material is computerized. Building on the work of ‘ 

Jeff Meek. an assassinologist who had ti: etheran in x " 
1

L p tog 
_ de 0. 10.000

5 

cards, the center now has a master data base with 32.000 listings. hmwbw I _ 

_ Tm . . “M Se; }'1LE_§_ mg; E5 Bemard Fensterwald in the archives =
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From page El 
The center has about 200 merri- 

bers. who pay yearly dues of S25 or more Use of the center is not re 
stricted tn members. however 

‘Anyone who is at all serious can 
use the facilities." Mr. Fensterwald 
says “We encourage research 
rather than discourage it." 
Mr Fensterwald. a lawyer whose 

! 
private practice largely iiubsidizes 
the center, got interested in assas 
sinanons after the shooting of Ken- 
nedy Mr Fensterwald had been a 
clusmate of Kennedy at Harvard. and worked on Kennedy's 1960 cam 
paign as a speech-writer. 

Finding the Warren Commission 
Report on Kennedy's death unsatis- 
factory — “baloneyf he says - Mr 
Fensterwald began pursuing his own research and forging links with 
others doing the same. ln 1969. he formed the Committee to investigate 
Assassin:-itions. which coordinated 
the efforts of researchers working 

. on the deaths of Sen. Robert Ken- 
’ Dcd)‘ and the Rex: DY. Martin Luther 

King. in addition to that of President 
Kennedy 

About five years ago. the empha- 
sis of_the CTIA changed from inv-es 

I 
tigative to academic. and the Ass.as~ 

IF 

sination Archives 8: Research 
l 

Center was born. “As the major re~ 
. search got older. we foundit was just 

disappea:'ing.'T Mr. Fensterwald said “We thought it would be well to get 
these collections under one roof" He hopes a local university will be 
impressed sufficiently" by these 
holdings to take the center under its 
Wing Such ar. atfiliatior. would be 
fL\3J'lCL8.llj~' beneficial to the center. 

- vrhicl has been unable to obtair. 
funding from foundations lts only 
salaried employee is a secretary “The subject makes grant people 

j very nervous." Mr. Fensterwald says ' 

“lt has an aura — that anybody who 
deals with the subject is nuts. “I'm the first to admit there are e 

t number of nuts in the field. lt’s a 
subject that attracts a lot of para- 
noids. I thinklnybody that be- comes an aficionado of the subject 

i 
has a degree of paranoia. lt‘s cer- 

*tainlyanobsessionwithmostpeo 
ple’ 
Many of the stranger people who 

i visit the center wander in ct? the 
i streets. attracted by the sign in the 

lobby. These visitors, Mr. Fen- 
sterwald says. are dealt with as 
kindly u possible “But if we didn‘i 

; 
use them out. they'd sit here for 

5 
48>? 

t 

Aside from discouraging stree: 
people from moving in. the center does not make judgments about the 
quality of its researchers or re search. Pertinent books are added to 

the collection regardless of the wild peas of their premises. and would-be 
authors are welcome no matter how 
bimln-e a line they are pursuing 

Assassination research is gaining 
respectability. however According 
to Mr Fensterwald. there are about 20 college courses offered on the 
subject. With this academic base. he 
hopes to start a scholarly journal. 
which would be published quarterly by the Assassination Archives & Re- search Center 

All this takes money. of course But Mr. Fensterwald and his col- 
league. lawyer James Lesar. say the major problem is not funding but “the recalcitrance of the U.S. gm"- 
ernment." 
The FBI. they say. is generally co- 

operative. and at times so is the State 
Department. But Mr. Lesa: says that “nobody involved in the field has got- 
ten an ounce of help from the CIA. 
National Security Agency. the De fense Department '_ 

Mr. Fensterwald adds. "The CIA won‘t give you anything unless yo: go to court. and they'll fight it tooth and toenail" 
Mr Fensterwald contends that 

“false pride" has prevented the 
country from discovering the truth 
about assassinations. When a polin~ 
cal murder occurs in the Unite: 
States. he says. there is a massive 
efiort to prove that it is a "lone n'.=t' 
killing

V “We accuse Latin American court 
tries of instability beause they have 
coups and assassinations ali th-; 
time We call therr. Banana Repuh» 
lics We {Amer-ica) don‘: have coups 
soassassinations have to be by a lone 
nut 'I‘tiej~ can“. be by a:iybod_\ whi- 
wants to change the policies of th-1 
cotmtr-, 

“The outstanding Banana Repu!-- 
lic of the '60s was the United States‘ 
he add: 
Mr Fensterwald says that the rm- 

jor venture ot'"the-Committee to lr.~ 
vestigate Assassiriations was lobby - 

ing for the creation of the I-louse 
Select Committee on Assassina- 
tions. which existed from 197$ to 
1979. 
According to)/lr.Fensterwald, the 

House committee “fill an its face. 
They concluded there was probably 
accinapiracyinthecaseofJFKan:i 
Martin lather King. Ind then they 
didnt look to see who the cor.-~ 
splrators were. They that down and 
lockedallthedocumentsupforS(- 
rem-' 

Despite these and the 
fact that the passage 6f-time would 
acemmirnakeitlessandlesslikely 
that any new revelations would 
emerge. Mr. Fensterwald is confi- 
dent that the King and two Kennedy 
cases will be "solved" someday “I'm convinced that the solution is 
within our premises here," he says “But were tno dumb to see it."
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. , wwHI John Fitzgerald Kennedy 

DIANE REHM: The shots that rang out in Dallas 20 yers ago left s young President dead and a stunned nation outraged. Today the issue surrounded John F. Kennedy's assassination remain a mystery. There has never been a satisfactory solution to the mystery of who killed JFK. In the next two hours, I'll be talking with three experts looking at the Kennedy assassination after 20 years. '= 

You've heard the old cliche: If we can send a man to the moon, then why can't we -- and then you fill in the blank. That phrase has been applied to the assassination of John F. Kennedy. With all the money and intelligence resources available to our government, why, in the last 20 years, hasn't there been a full and complete solution to the mystery of who killed JFK? 
Three people who share that concern are with me this morning: Bernard Finsterwald is an attorney here in the Washing-* ton area, the author of a book called "Assassination of JFK: By Coincidence or Conspiracy?" Also, Richard Billings. He covered the assassination for Life magazine. He was editor of the House Select Committee report on the assassination, and he's coauthor of a book called "The Plot to Kill the President." 0n the phone with us from Cleburne, Texas is J. Gary Shaw, longtime critic of the Warren Commission and the official version of the assassina- tion. He wrote a book called PCover-up." 
I'm Diane Rehm. And we are not going to take your calls during the first hour of the program. There is a great deal to talk about in this first hour, as you can well imagine. And we 

OFFICES IN: WASHINGTON D.C. 0 NEWYORK O LOS ANGELES I CHICAGO 0 DETROIT 0 AND OTHER PRINCIPAL CITIES 
Mmenol susolied ov Radio ‘N Reports Inc. may be used low we and reierence purposes only. n may not oe reproduced. solo or Dubiicly demonstrated or exh|bi1ec|. 
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will take your.calls after the news break at 11:05. .At that time, the number to call is 966-8850. ' 

_ 
Gary Shaw, are you with us out there? 
GARY SHAW: Yes,lI am. Thank you, Diane. 
REHM: ...Let me ask all three of you. The first official inquiry done by the Warren Commission concluded that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone and shot JFK. In 1979 a congressional committee decided that Kennedy was probably assassinated as a result of a conspiracy. Why, in your opinion, has the case never been completely resolved? ‘

» 

Gary, I'll start with you. 
GARY SHAW: Primarily, Diane, I think-the problem has been that it jumped from a crime in Texas, a murder in Texas, to a political situation in Washington, D.C. for its investigation. It never should have been done that way. I believe that_it should have been investigated and the hearings conducted in Texas under Texas law and Texas jurisdiction and kept out of the political bailiwick. I believe that's the_major problem with the entire investigation, both the'first one and the second one in 1978. ‘ 

_ REHM: Bud, what would your comments be? 
. BERNARD FINSTERWALD: Diane, you mentioned earlier, with the resources of the intelligence community, we've been unable to solve the crime. I would say that the major reason wefve been unable to solve the crime is that the intelligence community has used all its resources to see that it is not properly investigat- ed. They've destroyed evidence, they've hidden evidence. Even today, 20 years later, most of the documents are still labeled top secret. " 

If we could get at the evidence that the government itself has, I think the crime would have been solved long ago. 
REHM: Dick Billings?

_ 

RICHARD BILLINGS: I'm not disagreeing with either of those, although I tend to think more of the opinion of Gary Shaw, in that politicians, people in Washington who are in the position to do so, do not have the inclination to continue the investiga- tion, even though at the completion of the congressional commit- tee investigation, in which I participated,.we were very close to learning something very, very important. We did learn something very important, and we could have learned more. But the attitude here, in spite of the fact that the most recent poll on the 

' 

' 
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matter, 80 percent.of the people asked, the citizens, believe that there was L- that Oswald was not alone, that there was a conspiracy -- the attitude of the people at the Department of Justice_and the Administration and in Congress, including members of the committee itself, today are not inclined to pursue it further. 
k 

'

_ 

REHM: So, it is a sort of who-cares attitude that you see reflected. 

BILLINGS: Well, it's more than that. It's more.than just a who-cares attitude. There's a real active inclination to close it off and to wrap it off and say, "We're not going to pursue this any further." 
- I think one of the -- there was another tragedy. The loss of the President certainly was a tragedy. But in the year that followed, in the years that followed that, there was the loss of something else, which I might call candor in American politics,~the loss of candor. The politicians do not want to pursue it further because there's nothing in it for them. And admittedly, it is difficult. It requires money and it would require a continuing effort, which is not there. The latest we hear from the FBI, for example, William Webster, the Director, is that the investigation of the acoustics evidence, which I find veryhimportant, still, has now been determined not to have shown that fourth shot from the grassy knoll. I don't think that is the case. But based on that conclusion of a committee of the National Academy of Sciences, the Director of the FBI, for one, is now saying again, as we've heard for so many years from these top-level sources, the investigation is closed. 

It's not just a who-cares. It's an active disincline- tion. '

‘ 

REHM: Gary Shaw, I know that you were also particularly impressed with the results of that poll. Give me your ideas. 
SHAW: Well, from the polls that I have been acquainted with, it seems that 80 percent of the American people still believe that there was a conspiracy in the death of the Presi- dent. What's frightening and what really bothers me is that that same poll also discovered that 70 percent of the people take a who-cares attitude at the conspiracy. And that bothers me tremendously. Because I think we have to realize that if there was a conspiracy and it appears that there was government complicity, by and large, at least in the cover-up of the true facts surrounding this case, then are the people who killed John Kennedy in 1963 still in a position of power, and will they do it again and again and again? And that bothers me tremendously. 

-»_a_, _-‘,_i_~.:—.—.’=,-=- ~~'~ "' '**';;"":" ‘:‘** " "T vi.) ’ "“‘:i"“<F"‘;.f<.e-;i,'a‘f;fu 
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REHM: But Finsterwald. 
FINSTERWALD: I was listening to Dickis remark that there's nothing in it for a politician to investigate this» I would disagree with that. I would think an ambitious congressman or senator could easily ride into the White House if he were to investigate this issue properly, because I can't think of a single issue that gets somebody the name recognition that this one does. 

So if somebody took this on as a crusade, if they lived through the crusade, I would think it would be an open way to get to the White House._ 
REHM: I want to go back to Gary Shaw's comment that he believed that had the investigation itself actually taken place in Dallas and been dealt with there, wrapped up there, that we would have gotten some answers far more quickly and appropriate- ly. Considering the fact that the President had been urged not to go to Dallas to begin with, that Lee Harvey Oswald was shot by Jack Ruby in Dallas, why would you, or do you, support Gary Shaw's statement that, in fact, it might have been wrapped up in Dallas?

- 

_ FINSTERWALD: Yes, I agree with that completely. For example, I think that the autopsy done at the Naval Hospital here, either by accident or on purpose, was one of the worst in any major case I've ever seen. And I certainly think that an autopsy done by the coroner in Dallas would have gotten us much better'physical evidence of how John Kennedy was shot. 
Also, I do not believe that it would have been as mired down in politics as it was here. It was pretty much dictated, the Warren Commission was pretty much dictated by Rresident Johnson, in his desire to see that the investigation ended before the -- well before the election in November. So he was constant- ly pressuring the commission to break off its investigation and reach some conclusion. 

-BILLINGS: I think that's all true. And I certainly support the specific point that Bud just made about the autopsy. It was a big mistake for those people in the Kennedy party to haul the body out of Dallas, as they did. Even though it seemed to be justified at the present time, it turns out to have been a terrible mistake.
. 

'However, even with the, perhaps, the botched autopsy, or certainly the poorly performed autopsy, and the other ways the physical evidence was presented, it still could, with the proper inclination of_the people~in charge of the investigation, have turned out another way.
- 

'~_,, : e. e —--~_g;i >~~ _..:""_1"-/-i J-_1>-»;~; ‘~"-3"*~'.;,-,.>.~ '~- ~-‘~=~»:~'i5»:-‘._-.,»_;....;¥.:'=-"‘>r.i¥i;a,, '-1;-:>'~=~ " '-‘-- ' :*""°;";' 3'; '_§““""“é;’§E;r;W :5 N.’ h ___,,,i ~,>;:_.i.. :-~ ;w.@." s ~s — I ~~
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It wasnjt lost just because they pulled it out of Texas, although that's an important point. 
_

' 

_-REHM: Considering the fact that this poll does reflect, perhaps, the thinking of a great many Americans, I'm still struck by how many people recall, to the moment, where they were, what they were doing. Yesterday I walked into the grocery store, and without any preamble the checkout cashier said to me, "Can you believe it was 20 years ago that this happened?" and began telling me what his feelings were and where he was on that day. 
' 

‘Considering that fact, it does interest me that there has not been greater public pressure to see that more is done about this. You talk about the politicians, perhaps they had reasons to wish that the investigation were over." But is it a public distaste to continue to deal with the tragedy that has not provided the impetus for a resolution? -

- 

Gary Shaw, what are your thoughts? 
SHAW: Diane, I think the real problem lies in the lack of media attention to the real facts surrounding this case. More often than not, what we have presented to the American people are half-truths, un -- a truth that really has not been looked at by the writer or the commentator. They're really not had the time nor the ability to spend on the investigation or looking at the true facts surrounding this case. And the watchdog of our society, I believe, is the press, the media. And until they take a Natergate-type stand with this situation, we'll never alert and interest the American people in it. '

4 

BILLINGS: I'd like to elaborate on that, and make another point as well, if I may. It won't take very long. 
‘ I think there's more than just a press not being interested. I think much of what's written in the major news- papers and that appears on television is the work of people who've been around a long time and should know better. But they've taken positions in the past, and continue to stand on those positions, which in the book jacket -- on the blurb of a book jacket of a recent book called "Oswald's Game, "Tom Wicker of the New York Times comes out and says, "I never did believe in conspiracy, and now it's proven that there wasn't a conspiracy." In other words, it's more of an act of denial. ~ 

I'd also like to say, in your answer to your question about why the public seems to be of a who-cares attitude, I spent last night up at the University of Delaware with a couple of hundred students, and we got into this subject. And I was told by them -- and I think they're more representative than I may be. These are people who were very young but do remember, as very 
I 
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young children -- there were not just all undergraduates there. And the point was made that back in the mid-'70s there was this attitude among the public to pressure, to -- that's why there was a congressional investigation. That's subsided now. That's gone away. ,That is -- the people have sort of said, "Well, they've taken it as the government's position. There's no more to find out, and we've fought this long enough." 
And we're moving now, I'm afraid, into the period of the anti-critic, where people are making more of a point denying conspiracy than the people who argue for it.

I 

FINSTERWALD: I would disagree with that. I think this is one subject that is not going to go away, as much as the government would like it to go away. They've done everything in the world to discourage it. The Congress winds up in a situation where they say, "Yes, it was the result of a conspiracy," but they fell all over themselves trying to stop their investigation at that point and not look to see who the conspirators were. 
There's been a myth in this country for, I guess, ever since the country was founded that we're above political kill- ings. Whenever one of our leaders is killed, it's always a one nut that does it. .So, the authorities are fairly safe after such a killing to say a lone nut-did it, and people are very reluctant to look at it.-

g 

- Whereas, in fact, I think the United States was probably the most outstanding banana republic in the world during the l?6Da.' We lost a whole bunch of our leaders through murder. Yet we're never willing to say that these are political killers and look to see who.caused it and who benefited from it. And there's still that reluctance today, even on the part of the House of Representatives. They don't want to know who the conspirators were. 
, .

. 

REHM: You feel that they honestly don't want to know because of the implications of what knowing might have for them? 
-FINSTERWALD: I'd certainly say the large majority of the members of the House are that way.' There may be some exceptions. But as a body, to leave a murder of this type in the situation: ."yes, there was a conspiracy, but we.don't want to look at the conspirators" is=a hell of a way to_run a railroad. 

"Z BILLINGS: What I'm saying, Bud,_is that on the one hand I'm hearing your opinion that a politician who wanted to ride this issue could take it and, if he had the courage, pursue it to a political benefit. But on the other hand -- and I'm not saying you're being contradictory, but I think I want to clarify it from at least my own mind, and see if you agree -- having said that, 

_ >'\ 
I 
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which is your opinion, and having also said the issue's not going to go away, which is your opinion, you're also saying that the Congress, which reflects and represents the attitude of their constituents, is saying, "We don't want to pursue it." 
I think I hear you saying.both things. One is your attitude and one is their’ attitude. 
FINSTERWALD: Well, they didn't want to take it up in 1976, but it was public opinion and public pressure that required them to do so.. But they tippy-toed through the investigation, and finally, reluctantly, reached the agreement that most of the critics had reached many yeares ago, that there was a conspiracy. But then they just closed down. 

' REHM: Well, that's what I don't understand. Why, having found and having agreed to the notion that there was in fact a conspiracy, why wouldn't that have then been carried on? Why wouldn't that have been the first step, as opposed to the last? - 

.' 

BILLINGS: Well, it should have been the first step. And I think I have established, and I agree, we can have an opinion. We can also state what we think the opinion of the politicians and the body politic happen to be. 
The reason the House committee shut down is that, plain and simple, it was given a certain amount of time and a certain amount of money. And it fought, it was embattled throughout its life to even -- even to continue as long as it did. It did not receive the support of the full Congress. It would not have received it if it had fought for it. 
It's the whole Congress that's responsible for that investigation shutting down. And as unfortunate as that may have been -- and I believe it was unfortunate -- all that investiga- tion -- and I was part of it -- really was a preliminary investi- gation., we kind of'set the stage of where to go. Then we were ready to start an investigation which would have included a field investigation, going to the places where we thought there were leads that could lead to some -- could mean something. 

' 

Instead of being able to do that ourselves, or to have the committee do it, our alternative was to recommend that the Department of Justice pursue it-further. “I wasn't blinded by the reality that that probably wasn't going to go anywhere, but there wasn't another alternative. There wasn't an alternative to that. 
REHM: Gary Shaw, would you like to comment?
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SHAW: Well, I agree with Bud that, politically, they -- well, almost agree. They more than tiptoed through the evidence. I think they sidestepped a lot of the evidence. I think they never really addressed, this last committee never really address- ed the taintedness of the evidence that they reached their conclusions on, for instance, the autopsy, the bullet fragments and trajectory, and all of the things that they said that pinpointed or pointed toward Oswald's complicity in the assassin- ation. And then they take a very -- and what I consider the very weakest evidence, and that is the acoustical evidence that finally said that there was a shot from the front. I predicted back when they first came out with that that that was a weak link and that the national press would, when it was finally discovered that it was a weak link, would completely do away with the conspiracy findings of the committee. 
And in actuality, the evidence is much, much stronger, if you look at it, that there was a shot from the front, hence a conspiracy, which has never been addressed by the national media. And until they do and until they put it on national television and in the medias across America, the evidence that points at a rifleman or a gunman from the right-front of the President, and put it in detail with eyewitness reports and so forth, than the American people are not really going to holler, because they're still listening to the newsmen who say -- or who pooh-pooh the conspiracy. 

V

' 

A REHM: I'd like to-have your comments. And obviously, this is going to be in the realm of opinion, or indeed specula- tion.‘ But what is it, Bud Finsterwald, that you believe the Congress, and perhaps even the press, may be afraid to learn? ' 

FINSTERWALD: I think that they are very fearful now, but were even more fearful in 1963, of the unholy alliance between the CIA, the Mafia, and the anti-Castro Cubans. These strains run through all of the evidence. As hard as the govern- ment tries to put it down, there are these three groups that were involved in plots to assassinate Castro. And as Lyndon Johnson feared, it may have backfired and Castro may have killed Presi- dent Kennedy. I don't agree with that, but you will find these three threads running through. ‘ 

“ And if.a decision was made in 1963 that this crime was going to be covered up -- and I believe such a decision was made almost instantly -- once that decision is made, it can never be “undone. It's like the little boy that tells the first lie. Once he tells it, he has to keep on lying.' And the government was committed to-covering this crime up, I think, on the day it occurred; certainly within e matter of a few days. And once having lied, they cannot reverse_field.
' 

' ' 
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REHM: _Dick_ Billings.
y 

~ BILLINGS: I think it's more complex than that. And having said that, I hope can back that up in the time allotted. 
Lyndon Johnson may well have had the motive to cover up because he feared that a foreign power would be implicated, and we would find ourselves in an international crisis. It could have been Cuba. It could have been the Soviet Union. 
I don't think that's really what was bearing on Johnson so much. What I think really caused the cover-up were the attitudes of the people who were advising Johnson and their motives, plus the attitude of Robert Kennedy, which I think had something to do with what happened later on. - 

J. Edgar Hoover, the Director of the FBI then, was, for his own selfish personal and egotistical reasons, convinced and determined to convince others that Oswald was a lone nut and a lone gunman; and he was very forceful in trying to persuade Johnson, and in fact did have a part in persuading Johnson, that the crime was solved and there wasn't a need even for a Warren Commission. And when there was a Warren_Commission, what was their evidence? Who were their investigators? They were Hoover's FBI. '

' 

‘ 
" 

That.certainly, I think, is a very important part of the cover-up. ' 

.' Katzenbach, who was the acting Attorney General, in the absence of Robert Kennedy after his brother's death, was also persuading Johnson that we know all there is to know, and all we have to do is form a commission to persuade the people that there was only one gunman. - - 

i 

- - 

Robert Kennedy, at that time, right away, was of the feeling that Oswald was the assassin, but there might have been a conspiracy involving-Castro or gangsters, as he said at the time. Later on, however, he did not pursue that. 
q He might have been in a position at one point to move the country. He was a member of the Senate later on. But for reasons not quite clear, he did not push. » 

' 

tThere are many complex reasons that have to go into the mix here. -

. 

‘ 
.

. 

_ 
REHM: Gary? 

V 
.

_ 

SHORE: Diane,'I believe if the truth is ever known --and I'm one of those that are optimistic.. I believe we will 
, » 
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know the truth. I belive we're closer to it today than we ever have been -- I believe we'll find out that the people that killed John Kennedy in Dallas were the same people that had been hired to kill Fidel Castro in Cuba, and that these same people were organized and trained by our own Central Intelligence Agency, and that Robert Kennedy knew of this training and knew of these assassination plots, as did the FBI.
I 

And when organized crime, who I think was one of the major forces behind that, turned the gun from Fidel Castro to John Kennedy in Dallas, it completely compromised Robert Kennedy, the Justice Department, the CIA, the FBI, and our entire govern~ ment-apparatus.' And hence the cover-up all of these years. They couldn't tell the American people in I963 that, to quote Lyndon Johnson, we were operating a Murder Incorporated in the Carib- bean. 

So, they kicked dirt over it, dirt over it today, I believe, because were knowledgeable of those events and positions of power in Washington and in 

and they're still kicking some of the people that of that plot are still in the nation today.
A 

REHM: Would you go that far, Bud? ' 

FINSTERWALD:- All I can to say to that is amen. 
REHM: Dick Billings?

_ 

BILLINGS: I don't‘have-the evidence to support the first_part of that. You can't prove a negative. The CIA involvement in the Castro plots is certainly clear. But you can have all of what Gary Shaw said -- the Castro Cuban element, and I certainly hold to the organized crime factor -- and still have much the same result. I just don't have the evidence for the participation of the CIA in that plot. '

t 

FINSTERWALD: Well now, are you talking about the CIA as an organization, or some renegade CIA people? I don't think anybody sat down out at CIA Headquarters and plotted the murder of John Kennedy.
_ 

SHAW: I agree, Bud. 
A FINSTERWALD: But I do think that there were some CIA agents or contract agents, or whatever you want to call them, alumni, who were involved in the anti-Castro movement, who thought of John Kennedy as a traitor and,someone that had to be gotten rid of. 

. 
. 

'

_ 

REHM: ‘So you're saying that without any official sanction whatsoever, you may have had a renegade movement within 
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the organization that acted on its own accord? 
. FINSTERWALD% Exactly.

J 

_SHAW: Let me give you just one example of that. Prior to the Bay of Pigs invasion, the word had come down of the possibility of a change of heart of the Ameican government in participating and supporting that invasion. Certain of these CIA personnel who were directly responsible for the training of the Cuban exiles for this invasion told the exiles, "Look, if the word comes down for us not_to proceed with this invasion, you lock us up, and we'll tell them that you just overcame us, and you go on with this invasion." In other words, "Ignore what the President of the United States and what the orders say. You go ahead and go on with this invasion." 
_ BILLINGS: It's one thing to ignore the President, and it's something else to participate in killing him; I still don't have the evidence that the agency or former members or renegade members participated in the plot. - 

FINSTERWALD: Well, if we had the evidence that could prove that, we wouldn't be sitting around this table today. But there's certainly a great deal of-evidence that points in that direction. We can't come up with any conclusive proof as to who did it. I think we will be able to do so in the Future. And I agree with Gary, that I'm optimistic about it. I only hope that on the 40th anniversary we are not sitting around this table debating the same questions. * 
' 

; SHORE: Let me give you, again, just an example of this participation. .
" 

REHM: All right. 
SHORE: In 1961 -- and we have documents that support this -- our CIA put into operation against Cuba what they called, by cryptonym, their ZR Rifle program. _The ZR Rifle program was basically the assassination apparatus of our intelligence agency. The principal agent -- not the principal agent, but the chief of that operation was a man by the name of William Harvey. The principal agent of that operation was a man known For his ability to do dastardly deeds. His cryptonym, and his name is still unknown to us, his cryptonym was Q.J. Wynn (7).; 

” 
tAll of this was involved in the training of Cuban exiles in terrorism, in assassination toward Fidel Castro. And I believe it was these rogue elements, because of the traitor --they considered John Kennedy a traitor with regard to Cuba P-that turned it around and pointed the guns at Dallas. -

' 
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REHM: J. Gary Shaw, who is a longtime critics of the Warren Commission and the official version of the assassination. He is the author of a book called "Cover-up." He's on the phone with us from Cleburne, Texas. 
_ 

'

_ ' Here in the studio is Richard Billings, and he was editor of the House Select Committee report on the assassination and the coauthor of s book called "The Plot to Kill the Presi- dent.". And Bernard Finsterwald. He is the author of a book called "The Assassination of JFK: By Coincidence or Conspiracy?" He is an attorney here in the Washington area and a long-term watcher of this whole process....
" 

For those-of you who may have joined us a bit late, we are having a two-hour special this morning, the Kennedy assassin- ation after 20 years.... 
It seems to me that the volumes of evidence in this case obviously make many, many different theories about who was responsible for the death of John F. Kennedy possible. Has there been a great deal of new evidence which has developed since the report of the House Select Committee?

- 

' 

What would your ideas be, Bud? V 

' 

_ FINSTERWALD: I don't know of a great deal of new evidence. There have been many attempts to develop certain leads which we've been following,-and a number of freedom-of-informa- tion suits have been filed. These, almost universally, have been unsuccessful, and relatively little progress has been made. 
We have been actively pursuing a couple of leads which donot depend on the U.S. Government. For example, there is one lead that was followed by the House committee unsuccessfully which involved the possibility that the hired gunmen in the killing were graduates of what are known as the OAS, or the Algerian-French group. These were people who were intent on assassinating de Gaulle because he gave Algeria away. They were trained assassins. There were two or three thousand of them roaming the world, and they were available. ' 

We have made some progress with this lead because for a short period of time we were able to get a good deal of informa- tion from the French Government. They, too, have not clammed up. So neither the French nor the U.S. Government is willing to help. 
-REHM: There are some fascinating details, coincidental though they may be, in regard to the purported exit of the fellow who might have been a suspect. 
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FINSTERWALD: Well, we've been able to find out that there may have been three French terrorists in Dallas rabher than one. And in fact, there's very strong evidence that two of those three moved on after that event to Mexico City. And the reason they were going there is that Charles de Gaulle was going to make a state visit there in March of '6h. And we found out about this because the French were terribly worried about de Gaulle's life. There were some 33 attempts on his life. 
And I found out from a longtime graduate of the OAS that they did, in fact, send three people to Mexico City, in an attempt to kill de Gaulle. And we think two of the people that were in Dallas went'on to Mexico City.

_ 

But these things could easily be run out. We could .either prove that they were valid, that these leads are valid or not, if the government would help. But they're withholding a whole stack of material on this, and the U.S. courts will not force them to divulge. 
MEHM: Speaking specifically of the one about whom I've seen some material written, Jean Rene Soutre (7), is he still alive?

" 

FINSTERWALD£ He is'alive. And if you want to read about him, you get this week's National Enquirer, or last week's Natibnal Enquirer, and there's an interview with him. And he says that, yes, he thinks there was a French connection, but he blames it on a lifelong enemy of his, a man named Mertz (7), who was a'great drug trafficker.
. 

REHM: But the problem is that wasn't Soutre using the name Mertz for a time? 

FINSTERWALD: Ur vice verse. They used each other's names, as near as I could tell, when they were going to do something, on the theory that if they got caught or if there was a lead, it would lead to their enemy rather than to themselves. And I would say that either one was capable of being involved in it. 

And there's the third one in this trio who's now an American citizen and lives in New York City, but no one can get near him.- You can't see him, you can't talk with him, you can't interview him. He's completely_incommunicado.- 
.~ REHM:1 Soutre left the country the day after the assassination, a very hasty exit?

_ 

FINSTERWALD: Iccording to a CIA document, he was deported by the United States Government within 48 hours of the 
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assassination. But that is the only document in that series that we've got. We got that by mistake. All the rest of them are classified top secret, and we can't really get to the bottom of the_three Frenchmen in Dallas that day. 
,

, 

REHM: Dick, any comments on that?
1 BILLINGS: It's fascinating but frustrating to have private theories which certainly hold some water. But the frustration is in the fact that while they remain private investigations and without any help from the government, they're not going to go anywhere. And at the same time, we have -- I'm depressed about what the prospects are. I think it's evident that I'm not as optimistic about the future of this case. 

REHM: Yeah, it's interesting, because I hear the difference between your conversation and Gary's and Bud's in that particular regard. ' 

BILLINGS: Oh yes. Oh yes. I'm not nearly as optimis- tic as they appear to be that there's going to be this break- through, that we're going to renew, reopen -- five years from now, I understand, the 22nd of November falls on a Friday. So that'l1 be quite a date to remember, 25th anniversary. I think we'll still be beating our heads against the wall then. 
1. ~ 

I'm pessimistic about this. The stonewalling that has gone on, the lack of cooperationr.the disinclination in the government seems to have pretty well worked. 
' REHM: Gary Shaw, you have also been interested in the rumor that continues to persist about an Oswald double. - 

, SHORE: I've worked for a number of years on that particular aspect. If your listeners remember, there was_much evidence that someone was planting evidence that would later point the finger at Lee Oswald as being the assassin. I'm talking about having a scope mounted on his gun at a local gun store, going to a rifle range and crossfiring at another individ- ual's target; and when the individual got angry with him about it, this guy made a big to-do about that. There was the used car dealership where he took a fast ride down the Dimins (7) freeway. And there's the visit to the Cuban lady, Sylvia Odio, in Dallas; and mention is made of Oswald, and he said, "He's a little bit crazy and he could kill the President," and this sort of thing. 
‘When the Warren Commission looked at all of this, they discarded it because Oswald, during all of these activities, was allegedly in Mexico. Primarily, that was the gist. But as it turns out, we'ye.discovered that_there was a young man that 
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admitted in l96fi to a reporter that he was using the name Oswald in a gun-running operation to the Cuban exiles. His partner in that affair was none other than Jack Ruby. And one of the things that Jack Ruby wanted to keep from the Warren Commission, and told his attorney that he wanted to keep out of it, was his as-sociation with a man named Davis.
I 

V Well, the FBI said they could not find him, and evident- ly made no attempt to, because a very fine writer by the name of Seth Cantor (7) had no trouble at all in finding him, and interviewed him in 1964 and learned a little bit about him.
_ 

The key thing, I think, is that this man was associated with Jack Ruby. He was an Oswald lookalike. He was very fond of guns and gun ranges. He was a gun-runner. He was using, admittedly, the name of Oswald in that operation._ And to make a long story short, he ends up being arrested in Morocco shortly after the assassination because he has a letter on his person talking about the Kennedy assassination and Oswald, and he also is accused of running guns to this same French faction, the OAS, that connects with John Swetzrun (?) and Michael Mertz and Michael Rou (7). ‘

' 

'_ It turns out that after his arrest, he is released from that opera -- from that imprisonment, or the arrest, by none other than the principal agent of the ZR Rifle program of the CIA, Q.J. Wynn, who we discussed briefly a while ago. ' 

, REHM: So there are all kinds of ins and outs that simply could have a link or could perhaps be simply coincidence. 
What about the recent exhumation in 1981 of Oswald's body? Was that also in line with this thinking that, in fact, there might have been a double?

~ 

SHAW: In my opinion, no. I think that's one of the unfortunate things that got a lot of media attention back a couple or three years ago and never should have happened. I believed then and I believe even more strongly now that it's Lee Oswald buried in that grave. -

_ 

Really, what needed to have been investigated at that time was this other false Oswald situation, not who's buried in Lee Oswald's grave. But let's look at Mr. Tommy Davis Jr. and his connections to organized crime, to Jack Ruby, to Oswald, to the Cuban exiles, and to the assassination apparatus of our own government, the CIA. 
' 

FINSTERWALD: I would certainly agree that the exhuma- tion of Lee Harvey Oswald“was a big waste of time and a negative thing. 
_ » ~ 

'

. 
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I was listening to Gary recite some of the better-known things that we know. I personally believe that.we have in our knowledge today the necessary facts to break the case. I'just don't think we're smart enough to put them together. I don't think we need all that much more in the way of factual informs- tion. ‘ 

- - 

. One thing that would be of enormous help, but we've never been able to do, is to use a computer in trying to solve this crime, where various and sundry people were at a particular time, and the ties between all of these people. But trying to keep all of this straight in your head and then sort it out has just been more than any of us have been able to do. 
REHM: How much time do you spend on it, Bud? 
FINSTERWALD: Oh, nights and weekends. Sometimes at the office, because we're running some 30 or 40 freedom~of-informa- tion cases, which take some time. But it's mostly an evocation. And as someone said, it's also an addiction, an obsession{ I would certainly agree with that. 
REHM: Are there other people around the country working as actively as you in trying to find a solution to this? 
FINSTERHALD: Uh, there are many of them that are working a lot harder than I am. I'd say that there are probably between 50 and 100 people working seriously at it at the moment. 
REHM: And you do remain optimistic that some break along the line is going to come. ' 

FINSTERWALD: Either some dramatic break will come, like somebody crawling out from under the woodwork and telling us what happened, or Just nittering at it long enough and keeping up the pressure long enough. I think we'll find out. It took some 70 years to solve the Lincoln assassination. It's now pretty much solved. And they didn't have the Xerox machine or tape recorders or any of the modern things in those days.. And I think, with the advances in science and the persistence of the critics, that we'll unwind it in due time. .
a 

REHM: What would it take in terms of money? 
. FINSTERWALD: The only real use-for money would be in a congressional investigation. There's been a lot of hue and cry that we spent'some $5 million investigating this.case. This is less than one airplane costs for the military. 
It's not the money that has stopped Congress from doing 
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this, it's fear that's done it. There are many, many congres- sional investigations on much less dramatic and important subjects that have cost many times what this one has cost. It's using the power of Congress, not a question of money. If we use the subpoena power and require the government to give up every piece of paper it's got, without deletions, we'd be a long way toward solving the crime.~ '

_ 

'

I 

. REHM: Do you think -- at this point in our history, what do you suppose would be the usefulness of knowing? 
, FINSTERWALO: I think it would restore a great deal of integrity to the U.S. Government, and I think it would restore some of the loss of support that the public gives to the govern- ment. The people of this country are very skeptical about how their government operates and when their government's lying to them and when they're telling the truth. And I think we could restore some of the confidence if we were to go at this investi- gation honestly. 

_

‘ 

REHM: Dick Billings? .' "T 
BILLINGS: Hell, as I said earlier, one of the -- the second tragedy of all this is the death of candor in American political life. And.certainly there's a reasonfor pursuing it. But why is it not possible -- I would like to argue for pursuit of some of the points that were established by the congressional committee, which seem to be disputed now both by the forces of the government who want to end it all and by Gary Shaw and Bud Finsterwald, who want to go further and have these other theories -- as-I said before, fascinating but frustrating. It would cost in the neighborhood of $500,000, certainly no more than a million, which sounds like a lot of money, but in terms of government appropriation...

_ 

REHM: Relative terms. Absolutely. 
BILLINGS: ...relative terms, to really understand what went on on that acoustics tape. That has been called, now, a weak link. It really was the basic piece of scientific evidence that the committee based its conclusion, the-congressional committee, the House committee, of conspiracy.

4 

‘ That tape is being pooh-poohed on all sides, which is a very big.mistake. ' 

_ _

' 

FINSTERWALD: Isn't that the Rosetta Stone? _
. 

- 
. BILLINGS; No. Well, that -- look, that -- let me talk about that tape for a minute. 

. 
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“We're now left with the argument by the government, by the Director of the FBI that a flaw was found in the examination of that tape by the experts retained by the House committee. I say the jury is still out on that. The experts, who had nothing to gain and everything to lose by being wrong, determined they heard those four shots. 
We recommended that the tape be further analyzed. And we got the answer back that because of something called the Barber inference or the Barber whatever, that they were able to hear voices on s -- there are two channels at work here, and hearing a voice on one channel and matching that with the other channel led them to believe that the shots that were discovered by our experts happened, occurred at a different time, a minute later, and a different place than they would have. Our experts have been studying that conclusion, and find it inconclusive, and that that so-called inference may not exist. 
And until we know that -- and that would not take very much to figure out. That could be done very inexpensively -- I think it's wrong to just dismiss that acoustics evidence, because that is a hard piece of science that I have -- I have a lot of faith in that. 

REHM: Gary Shaw?
_ 

' SHAW: ' 

Let me clarify. When I called it the weak link, I didn't mean for an instant that I disbelieved that those shots are on that tape. I happen to be one of those that believe that they are. The problem and the reason it's a weak link is because the analyzation of it is so subject to opinion. And we've got the opinion of_one group of scientists that I believe were a little bit more independent than the government group of scien- tists that came up with the latter opinion.
_ 

All I'm saying is that to buttress this, and the thing that's never put forth to the American people, is the enormous evidence of a shot from the front by the eyewitnesses, the earwitnesses, the movement of the President in the limousine, by the people, the police officers who ran to that area, by the women and people screaming and saying, "They're shooting the President from the bushes." All of these things buttress that tape. -' 
. . H ' 

' And all I'm saying is that's a weak link because it's so subject to the opinion of the various scientists. 
., - REHM: The other aspect of the record that we have of that hideous incident is the Zapruder film. And that has been studied over and_over and_over again. 
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Is it "also interesting that the woman called "the babushka lady" and her film has never quite shown up, and yet we seem to have a photograph of her taking films? '

_ 
’ SHAW: I'll be glad to talk about that because I have interviewed the babushka.lady» 

W REHM: All right. 
SHAW: I found her in about 1969 and got the full story of her film. She is seen in other films taking this motion picture of the motorcade and of the President being shot from a position opposite of Abraham Zapruder. 
REHM: Yes.

- 

SHAW: A position that, it's said in an FBI memo which mentions here, not by name but by her position and her being seen in other films, says that the schoolbook depository and the grassy knoll would be in her view. 
- ~ 

When I found her she told me that shortly after she went back to her place of business, which happened to be next door to 'Jack Ruby's club there in Dallas, another club, she was visited by two men who introduced themselves as either Secret Service agents or FBI agents. She doesn't remember which.' She was 18 years old at the time. They asked her for her film, or they said they understood she had taken'a film. She said that she had, but that it had not been developed. They told her they would take the film and develop it and return a copy to her and keep a copy for them to study. She's never seen the film since that day. 
Later on she married a very high-ranking member of organized crime there in Dallas and, of course, forgot all about the film. He was killed in a gangland slaying shortly before I met her in 1969, and she talks freely about it now. 

. This evidence was given to the committee. There was even rumors that they had found the film, but I don't know this for certain. But it's an important film and one that the government knew existed but never went after. 
.- REHM: Dick Billings.

1 

ii 

IBILLINGS: I don't know that it was -- I have not any knowledge that it was found by the committee. I know about the story up to this point. I do not know any more than that. 
' 

REHM: Bud? 
J 

- 

_
_ 

FINSTERHALD: I don't know anything about-it. ‘But I 
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think somebody should comment on the fact that when the House committee was set up, one of the major purposes was to make as 'much knowledge available to the American public as possible. Yet when they closed down, the chairman of that committee ordered that the record should be sealed for 50 years. 
So, we're in wprse shape with respect to the House committee records than we are with the Warren Commission records, which at least some of them which are available under freedom of information. The House committee's material is simply locked up for 50 years, period.

' 

REHH: I'm interested in Gary Shaw's comment that the husband of the babushka lady was killed. It seems to me there have been a great number of killings somehow, distantly or closely, related to this particular case. 
You're smiling, Dick Billings. _In your mind, perhaps it is totally.reasonable, totally coincidental. I have questions. And I would think a great many people would have questions.

_ 

_ BILLINGS: I'm smiling because the number of killings isn't what persuades me nearly so much as by picking and choos- ing. I think some of the deaths that have occurred since the assassination have some relevance. But this all goes back to a book by Penn Jones and arguments since then that there's much more than coincidence to thetnumber of people killed or who have died in some mysterious way. 
' 

- The number, I don't think, is that unusual, considering the period of time and the part of the country these people work or their line of work. On the other hand, the death of David Ferry in New Orleans continues to interest me, because I don't think he died the way it was said he died. ‘

_ 

I think there are a number of these deaths that are worth looking at without having to accept the whole idea of the mysterious deaths. 
FINSTERWALD: I would certainly agree with that. I think that some of them are quite pointedly connected with the assassination. A man named George de Mohrenschildt, who was under subpoena by the House committee, either was killed or killed himself within a matter of hours when he was informed that an investigator was coming up to talk to him. 

m 
- The number three man in the FBI, who had retired and was to appear before the House committee, was living up in New England. He walked out on his back porch one morning and was shot through the head by a deer hunter who mistook him for a deer on his back porch. 
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Another man who was a member of the Mafia was killed, dismembered, put in a barrel with cement and chains. They could hardly label that a suicide. '

_ 

‘ But I agree with Dick. It is not important, the exact number. But there's been_a great deal of violence connected with this investigation. 
,

' 

' REHM: Gary Shaw? 
SHAW: Hell,_l think one of the unfortunate things about that -- and I agree with both of these gentlemen -- the unfortun- ate thing is that got a lot of attention in the various media, especially like the Enquirer and other books, the strange-death theory; and I think it scared an awful lot of witnesses into silence.

. 

FINSTERWALD: Well, it should have scared them into silence.
- 

REHM: So, you feel that there are people out there who know more than they are willing share, simply out of fear." 
'_ SHAW: I certainly do. '

, 

REHM: mwould you agree with that,-Bud? 4 .

. 

FINSTERWALD: That's speculation, but there's every evidence to that effect, because volunteering to talk on the subject has not proved to be very healthy for those who have tried it in the past. '

" 

REHM: What about your own personal situation? Have you ever had any concern about your relentless pursuit on this case and whether there might be some danger to your own life? 
FINSTERWALD: I've never really seriously thought about it. One sort of normal precaution we take is that when any one of us gets any piece of information that we think is particularly interesting, we immediately Xerox it and pass it around so no one person has an exclusive on anything. 

e I've had my office broken into a number of times, things of that type, but nothing in the way of violence. - 

REHM: How about you,.Gary? ' 

_ SHAW: I'm not paranoid at all. I sleep good at night and walk comfortably wherever I go. I, like Bud, have-had my office broken into, and'on occasion my files rifled; by who and for what reason, I have no idea., But I'm open. And like Bud 
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says, any information I get is shared with at least a dozen other 
Folks. So I'm not concerned about it. 1 

‘ REHM: All right. We are coming up to the top of the 
hour. We are going to take your calls right after the news. 

-ll» 

' 

1» -I- 
1 . 

REHM: Welcome back to Kaleidoscope and to the second 
half of the Kennedy assassination after 20 years. During this 
part of the program we are going to open the phones and take your 
calls. The number to call is 966-8850.... 

Good morning. You're on the air. 

KEVIN WALSH: Good morning, Diane. I've been a fan of 
your program for some time. My name is Kevin Walsh. And I've 
also been an admirer of Dick Billings and Bud Finsterwald since 
1975 and the responsible work that they've done on this investi- 
gation. -

' 

My purpose in calling today is to point out something 
that has been referred to earlier -- that is, the disposition of 
the working files of the Select Committee on-Assassinstions. As 
Bud had pointed out, they are locked up for 50 years and will not 
be released until the year 2028. Somewhat of a spectacle down at 
the National Archives, when directly across from those records we 
have a comparable record group of the Warren Commission which is 
nearly 95 percent available. 

' There was on April 13th a resolution introduced by the 
former members of the Select Committee, the members of Congress 
who had the most direct involvement with these records, and that 
resolution does provide for the accelerated release, under 
methodical federal guidelines, of these records. Meaning that 
professional archivists will screen these records and isolate 
that which is classified or needlessly embarrassing to innocent 
individuals, and fulfill that mandate of the Select Committee to 
get out the facts as they were best determined.

_ 

I did want to just call in and to mention that today, on 
the anniversary, that there is some disappointment that the media 
has totally.ignored this congressional effort that has now some 
42 members of Congress co~sponsoring. And it is rather sad, I 
think, that the Washington Post has devoted a great deal of ink 
to describing people's feelings 20 years ago, but does not 
address itself to the problems of today with regard to the 
withholding of'these files, and that, in fact, a story was killed 
which went into the state of affairs with this House Resolution 
160. - - - 

. . . 

— 
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_ 
REHM: -"0kay, sir. Let's see what the comments are here in the studio. Thank you so much for your call. 4 

"Bud, do you want to comment? K 

FINSTERWALD: Yes. I think that this is a splendid ef-fort by the former members to correct an error that was made by the chairman. The members of the committee were not consulted when these documents were locked up. A number of them were quite angry about it. And they've now, apparently, made an effort to rectify that. And it is my belief that, unless something unusual happens, this resolution will pass and these documents will be subject to freedom of information. 
REHM: Dick Billings. 

_

' 

BILLINGS: Consistent with what I believe since the date 20 years ago, I think every bid of information that can be brought out should be brought out. I think the decision to lock up the papers for 50 years was a mistake; and in that I part from my chief counsel, Mr. Blakey, Professor Blakey, with whom I subsequently wrote a book. I can stand in accord with some of the important decisions of_the committee and disagree with some of the administrative decisions. And this is one with which I disagree. 
Y

- 1.

_ 

<REHH: ...Good morning. You're on the air. - 

' 

; WOMAN: Your guests and yourself seem to have discounted the possibility of a planned assassination within a government agency, such as the CIA, and tried to make it seem as though it might be more the work of renegade CIA agents. Yet some of us do not find it inconceivable that such a thing could happen.
_ 

As you recall, Madame Nhu, at the time of President Kennedy's assassination, implied that he was to blame for the death of the Diem brothers. I think it has been brought out that the downfall of that government was planned by our_country. 
‘At the same time, more or less the same time period, Brazils' Joao Goulart was also brought_down by our government under Kennedy. » f 

I ‘Now, when people die, such as the Diem brothers, under such planned downfalls of.governments, than I would consider that an_assassination. 
' REHH: All right. Let's see what the comments are. 

WOMAN: The thing in Chile under Salvador Allende, also 

_
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being shot, is-another example of how our government gets involved in planned assassinations. 
_- REHM: All right. Thanks for your call. 

Gary Shaw, do you want to comment? 
SHAW: Just to say this: Unfortunately, I think that our government did get involved in political assassination of foreign leaders. I think the proof of that is well documented. 
And as far as saying that they actually perpetrated, all of these crimes against the individuals she mentioned, I don't think we have enough evidence to say that. But just the very fact that they had an assassination apparatus is disturbing enough.

-

\ 

REHM: Good morning. You're on the air. ~ 

MAN: Of all the books I've read about the assassina- tion, the one that intrigues me the most was in 1975 called fAppointment in Dallas: The Final Solution of the Assassina- tion." And it was written by a man of good credentials, Hugh McDonnell (7) who is, I think, Chief of Los Angeles Detectives, etcetera. And he maintains that he interviewed the man who actually assassinated Kennedy. ' ' 

And the reason I'm calling, since the author is of good reputation, why was it never followed up? Did he write this as fiction, or what? ‘ 

Q V

' FINSTERWALD: This was written by Hugh McDonnell, and I know Hugh McDonnell quite well. And he actually has followed -that up with another book which implicates Lyndon Johnson, in an indirect way, in the assassination._ I personally do not agree with this. But there's been no attempt by anyone that I know to suppress Hugh McDonnell's work. He's written a number of books, and they've all been published and received a good deal of attention. 
. 

-’ 

' 
MAN: But why wouldn't people like you three join in this effort to find-this-guy, this Saul, who he claims did the assassination? ., 

'

' 

3 FINSTERWALD: Well, we have joined in, and I've worked very closely with Hugh McDonnell. He had one meeting with the person he thought was the assassin. _I'm not certain that the hired assassin may not have been one of the-three Frenchmen we're talking.about., I've discussed this with Hugh McDonnell, and we are working on it together._ ” '

_ 

~ 
' 
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REHM: Thanks so much for your call. 
Hi. You're on the air.

- 

' MAN: Yes. A couple quick questions. Have any of the fingerprints, unidentified fingerprints that were found in the book depository been cross-checked with any of the Watergate con- spirators -- namely, Frank Sturgis? And has anyone ever identi- fied the so-called Secret Service agent who showed his identifi- cation on the grassy knoll right after the shots? And were Hunt and Frank Sturgis in Dallas on November 22nd? - 

BILLINGS: -Well, I don't know that the fingerprints have been checked; therefore I have to suspect not. 
The Secret Service agent in question has not been identified. 

_
~ 

There was an attempt -- there were photographs passed around of three so-called tramps arrested after the assassination that were'in a railroad car, I believe, behind that picket fence, one of whom very closely resembled Hunt. And there was a-lot of curiosity about that. I believe his claim to have been in Washington that day has held_up. '

_ 

REHM: All right, sir. Thanks for your call. 
Hi. You're on the air. 

' 

; MAN: Would anyone like to comment on David Lifton's opinion on the assassination in his book "Best Evidence"? 
REHH: Gary Shaw,...he wonders whether you'd like to comment on David Lifton's book "Best Evidence." -And I gather there you're talking about the whole question of the autopsy and the brain and that kind of thing. 

_ SHAW: My comment would be that David Lifton raised a lot of questions that I think are impossible to answer with what we have right now. I believe that something was done to the President's body. How, why -- well, I know why -= but where it was done, and-that sort of thing, is very fuzzy to me. 
_ 

I 

That's about the only comment I could make. 
'FINSTERWALD: Well, '1 agree with what Gary says. There's a lot of leads in the book that you can't really prove one way or the other. But there are certain factual things which are quite true» And that is that the President's body was altered before the autopsy. Nobody really knows where or why. 
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And the thing that's always intrigued me was that the 
brain of John F; Kennedy has never showed up. I 

REHM: Well now, hasn't Evelyn Lincoln said that she did 
pass that on to one person in particular? 

FINSTERWALD: She said she,passed on a brain. But when 
the body arrived for the autopsy in Dallas, the brain was clearly 
missing. There are photographs of the inside of the skull with 
no brain._ That brain has never showed up again. Supposedly, it 
went to Robert Kennedy, and it then disappeared. But from the 
shot in Dallas that blew his head apart to this day, no one knows 
where the brain ofi John Kennedy is. And it was removed from the 
body before the autopsy. 

BILLINGS: I don't have an answer to the brain. 

On the Lifton theory of the altering of the President's 
body and the Lifton book, I reject the basic theory, based on the 
advice that I was able to get from the medical examiners who were 
consultants as members of a panel retained by the House commit- 
tee. 

This is the kind of evidence that I, in my relative 
ignorance of such things, will rely, if‘! feel the expert is 
objective and has no ax to grind. In this case, Michael Baden, 
the chairman of our medical panel, convinced me that there was no 
"medical alteration of the head wound to the -- the wound to the 
President's head. And on the basis of that, I reject the Lifton 
thesis. V

. 

REHM: -Thanks so much for your call. 

Hi. You're on the air. .
, 

HAN: As you probably know, a Washington psychic made 
herself a big reputation by predicting the assassination of the 
President. Would any of you know if the talents of any of these 
people have ever been used in solving this case? _-

‘ 

REHM: I'm getting some head-shaking here. 
" FINSTERHALDE I think the answer is no, they have not 

been used,-certainly not by any official group.- 
' 

I 

_REHM: Gary Shaw, do you want to.comment? 
5|-mwr. No. - 

_ _ 

‘REHM:, All rightz
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That's it, sir. Thanks for calling. 
.-

, 

Hi. You're on the air. " 

- MAN: Looking back, I recall, as everyone else does, what I was doing. And I first heard over the radio about the Italian radio was saying that right-wing extremists had killed Kennedy. And immediately you sensed a national hatred of Dallas and of the South. And then when I got to a television set, I saw Chet Huntley very indignantly referring to hate. 
-And then, suddenly, when it was found out that Oswald had -- his involvement with the Communist front Fair Play for Cuba Committee, there was a complete absence of desire to really explore the motivation of just what was going on, in my opinion. Jackie Kennedy said that this robs,Kennedy's death of-all its meaning. 

_

' 

And I just wonder, is this kind of -- the fact that the political motivation was not what people wanted it to be one.of the factors that led to such a poor effort to investigate it? 
And I don't have any pet theories. I don't know whether the Mafia did it. I don't know whether Castro did it. But I do know that Senator Russell, who probably had about as high as --you know, may have been the man of about the highest integrity on the Warren Commission, he disavowed the findings of the Warren Commission. "- 

.

' 

‘ 

_- But, my question again, could the disappointed hopes for, you know, this kind of hatred, to attack so-called right- wing extremists, which originally had been thought to be behind the killing, could that be a factor in the sluggard manner in which this investigation was_carried_on?
_ 

REHM: Gary Shaw? 

_ 
SHAW: Well, I don't think that the government would be prone to cover up the fact that it was a right-wing conspiracy or that it was a conspiracy of the left wing. I think what they were prone to cover up was the fact that there was'involvement on the part of certain elements that reached into our government. 

_ 
MAN: Well, yes; I-think I can agree there. There were embarrassing things because the Kennedy Administration spoke openly about the political assassinations of Diem. And I saw Howard K. Smith say that -- you know, the famous quote, that Kennedy was trying to kill Castro, and Castro got him first. But some people think that since he was trying to use the Mafia, and the Mafia wanted to get rid of-Kennedy to'because of the Ken- nedya' prosecution of the Teamsters union, that it was them " 

‘ 

. ~ 
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that got him, or Castro and the Mafia could have worked out a deal and both of them could have been rid of an undesirable element.
-

1 - REHM: Okay. All right, sir. I'm going to cut you off right there, and let's see what the comments are. 
I

. FINSTERWALD: I think that one of the reasons that there was an.immediate look at the right wing is because events that occurred in Dallas. Dallas was known as the nut capital of the country at that time. And shortly before, Adlai Stevenson had been there and had been spit upon and subject to being roughed up. And I think the immediate reaction of the public when it did happen in Dallas was that it had something to do with the right wing. I think the fact that it took place in Dallas was purely coincidental.
_ 

BILLINGS: I think that immediately after the assassina- tion, in spite of some of those early statements, because of what Bud Just said, of the attitude in Dallas, I think the country was basically stunned. I don't think, really, there was a lot of public opinion. 
I think what’s important, though, is what the government was doing, reacting immediately. And I don't think that has anything to do with whether it was left wing or right wing. -I think they wanted to calm down the country, and I think they had a number of reasons for wanting to settle it. 

g
. 

~ 
_ REHM: Hi. You're on the air. ~ 

WOMAN:' Host of the information that I am familiar with concerning conspiracy theories about the assassination comes from a book I read last year by a British Journalist, Anthony Summers, called "Conspiracy," which I'm sure you gentlemen are probably very familiar with. And I was very impressed by the -- it took me about a month to plow through the thing. It's loaded with documentation and it's footnoted to death, and the guy, I think, really did his homework. 
.‘ 

One of the things that intrigued me the most is his discussion of the Camp_Street office in New Orleans that was listed on leaflets that Oswald handed out for the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. That office, apparently, also functioned as the headquarters listed on leaflets that were distributed by a right-wing group in New Orleans. And if my memory serves me correctly, Summes raises the possibility that, in fact, both left and right-wing-egtremist grops were being used in.some way by the people in the CIA to pursue policies and activities connected with Cuban exiles and Castro and\so forth. '

' 
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I wonder if.you could comment on that Camp Street office 
and what we definitely know about it. . 

.'FlNSTERWALD: What you've really raised is the question 
of who Lee Harvey Oswald really was. For example, when he went 
to Russia, was he a genuine Marxist defector or was he simply an 
American agent who pretended to be s defector? When he came 
back, he worked out of the office of a man named Guy Bannister in 
the building that you mentioned. Guy Bannister was a fanatic 
anti-Communist. He was formerly an FBI agent in charge of the 
Chicago office. _In that same office you found David Ferry, who 
was a fanatic antivtommunist. David Ferry also worked for the 
Mafia chief in New Orleans. " 

So, it's hard to distinguish between Lee Harvey Oswald's 
real feelings and real self and the cover that was given him in 
his various activities during his rather short life. ' 

BILLINGS: 544 Camp Street is an important piece of 
evidence.‘ Unfortunately, it has been used in perhaps a more 
complex way than it needs to be. There's the theory that Bud 
just gave. There was the theory that was presented in the book 
by Tony Summers. 

_

- 

There's another theory that is in a current book called 
"Oswald's Game" that is currently popular that uses -- that 
explains these connections between Oswald and the anti-Castros 
and the right wing there in New Orleans in the summer of '63 as 
his attempt to infiltrate those groups. And the book then comes 
to the conclusion that Oswald still is the lone assassin.. 

I don't think you have to go to either direction and 
necessarily one or the other has to be true. My own view is that 
Oswald was in touch with these right-wing people and that this 
has a bearing on the assassination, without it being so compli- 
cated. _ 

' ,REHM: Gary{ do you want to wrap that up? 

SHAW: I think they've covered it adequately. 

REHM: You mentioned e new book, "Oswald's Game." I 
wonder whether, with the-numbers of books on the Kennedy assass- 
ination that have come out, whether the profit motive is there in 
trying to keep the MU1tif888888ifl theory alive. You know, a 
great many people, I would think, wonder about that. 
' 

- BILLINGS: Well, having written a book about the 
subject, I'm not going to accuse somebody-else of a pure profit 
motive. I do know, however, that if you want to write a.book, 

I . 

.
'

.
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the publisher has a profit motive, or he's not going to publish 
your book. So there is something to that. ~ 

REHM: And the public is still absolutely interested 
enough to buy books about the assassination. 

BILLINGS: Well, it seems to be. We said earlier there 
was a who-cares attitude. 

REHM: Yeah, exactly. 

BILLINGS: But that might a book about Dswald's so- 
called game -e I'd like to comment about that book for a moment, 
if I may. It is receiving some bit of attention. And that book 
takes all the evidence that we know about, a lot of which is 
denied by the Warren Commission, or it was not used by the Warren 
Commission and has since been denied by its former staff members, 
all dealing -- a lot dealing with Oswald's contacts with strange 
people and strange places in the summer of 1963, which would lead 
one or has lead many people to believe in his participation in a 
conspiracy. 

_

- 

. She explains all that away by Oswald's simply, as I 
said, trying to infiltrate the anti-Castro Cubans. What she 
leaves out entirely, because she writes very selectively, is any 
evidence whatsoever about Jack Ruby and his connections. And 
therefore I think it's an incomplete book. 

FINSTERWALD: I also might add that if you think that 
the Tony Summers book is a complicated book, there is a book 
coming out in the spring by a man named Henry Hurt, who works for 
Reader's Digest. And most people think of Reader's Digest as a 
very conservative anti-Communist organization. This book is 
going to be violently anti-Warren Commission and violently 
anti-House Committee, saying that.both groups have failed to 
investigate the case properly and that it is crying for investi- 
gation. And in my view, it will be the most thorough and 
up-to-date summary of where we are at this time. 

~ REHM: Henry Hurt was supposed to be with us on this 
program this morning. Unfortunately, his publisher moved his due 
date up on him, so that his book now must be completed by the 
31st of December. 'And'he-felt he simply couldn\t take the time 
to be with us. But I think it will be a book that a lot of 
people are interested in. _'

. 

' Bud, I'd like your comment on this profit-motive aspect. 
' ' FINSTERWALD: Well, there have_beeh some three or four 
hundred books that have been_published. I think that the average 
author makes about six cents an hour for the work that they put
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in on it. It is true what Dick says, that the publishing companies won't publish unless they're going to make some money. But the number of hours, days, weeks, years that has to be put in to produce a book, it's got to be one of the poorest-paid jobs in the world. 

REHM: Gary, you)published your own. 
SHAW: I think profit, of course, has to enter into it to some extent. But I think, by and large, the reasons for the writing of the books is that people have certain thoughts and certain opinions and certain facts that they want to get before the people, and the.only way they can do it is to write or appear on television, or something of that nature. 
REHM: Hi. You're on the air. ' 

MAN: ...I had sort of an overall question, and that is that many of the people that I've talked.to that still believe in hte lone-assassin theory very frankly say, well, if you don't believe in the lone-assassin theory, what does that say about the American system? And it seems to me that although I agree very much that there seems to be no doubt of the involvement of the -CIA and the organized crime -- there's an overwhelming amount of evidence -- when you say that,.you say something about the basic myths that most Americans believe in about their system and about the accountability of their system. And it seems to me that 20 years from now, when it's well in the past, it might be safer to expose those myths because they won't reflect so much on how people then feel about their system. 
And I would like your guests to comment on what it means about the American -- the whole fabric of American society that organized crime and renegade elements of the CIA could actually kill a President, to have the power to do that. ' 

»REHM: All right, sir. Thanks for your call. 
' .FINSTERWALD: I think it's necessary to draw a very clear line between the crime, on the one hand, and what I consider a cover-up, on the other. It may be that the government and its people had nothing to do with the murder. But I can imagine the scene at CIA Headquarters at Langley on the afternoon of the murder when it came over the radio that a man named Lee Harvey Oswald had been picked up for.the crime, and somebody punched their computer and out runs a stack of paper six inches thick on Lee Harvey Oswald. And I think they took one look at that and said, F0h, my God! We've got simply to stick him with his cover-story and not ever let it be known that he was involved with U.S. intelligence. .- 

4 - 
. - 

' 
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* As I said earlier, once that decision is made, once you 
tell the first lie, you can't reverse course. There's no way you 
can do it. '

' 

~ 

_ 
REHM: Gary Shaw. - 

‘
' 

SHAW: Well, I think it's important to note that the one 
thing that came out -- or one of the things that came out of the 
House Select Committee's investigation is that the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the FBI did not give all of the informa- 
tion that they had to the Warren Commission. And I think it's 
important to point out that one of the members of that Warren 
Commission was the former CIA Director Allen Dulles. And I think 
the intelligence connection of Oswald is very important. 

REHM: Dick Billings. 
BILLINGS: I think that the death of candor is tragic. 

REHM: You're on the sir. '

I 

HAN: I'd like to have your guests‘ opinion of the ties 
between the deaths of Bobby and Jack Kennedy, and perhaps even 
Martin Luther King, as well as the rumors of threats to Ted 
Kennedy and the urgency to keep the Kennedys out of the White 
House. ~ 

. And I kind of havelan opinion about the democratic 
stance in terms of our country and the appearance that the 
politicians, underworld, and other groups, including big busi- 
ness, hide so much information. There appears to be a lot of 
deception. And I'm wondering what that does to the democratic 
air. ' I 

BILLINGS: The ties are very vague, in my experience, of 
the assassinations mentioned. And that doesn't include the 
threats to Ted Kennedy. But of those assassinations mentioned, 
the ones that I know that I have been investigated, both the King 
and the Kennedy, which were covered by the House committee, a 
connection was not found. ; 

As for Bob Kennedy, speculation that he might also have 
been a victim of an organized crime conspiracy is a subject of 
some fascination without proof. .

‘ 

- FINSTERWALD: I might just comment that contrary to 
general-knowledge, there ia an active investigation of the 
killing of Robert Kennedy going on right now, based on a number 
of factors. I'll just mention two of them.. g 

.

‘ 

-One is, is thereus a great deal of evidence that there 

, ll..l__;a;;____in-n-i-IIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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were eleven shots fired in the pantry of the hotel, and the gun 
that Sirhan had could only hold eight shots. The other is the 
fact that the shot that killed Robert Kennedy was fired from 
behind and below and at a range of not more‘than three inches. 
And Sirhan was never in a position to do that. And these 
physical questions, as in the'3ohn Kennedy case, simply don't go 
away. People refuse to let the case go without having it 
thoroughly investigated. And that... 

REHM: What kind of an investigation is going on now in 
regard to the RFK case? .

4 

FINSTERWALD: This is purely a private investigation, 
and it's spurred by a group from Western New England College in 
Massachusetts. And they have spent a great deal of time inter- 
-viewing people and gathering evidence that's been ignored in the 
past. I don't know how they're going to proceed with it, but-I 
just wanted to let the listener know.

, 

REHH: What about on the caller's question of a lihk, 
perhaps? '

. 

. FINSTERHALD: There are certain vague connections 
between all three of these cases. It would take me at least 20 
minutes, which we don't have, to go into them. If the caller 
would like to talk to me privately about it, I'll be glad to 
discuss it. ‘t 

~ 

, MAN: That would be very interesting.
g 

REHM: fill right, sir. And why don't you call us after 
the program, call us after 12:00 Noon here on the business line, 
686-2690? 

MAN: Thank you. -

' 

REHM: ...Good morning. You're on the air. 

MAN: ...l'd like to take off on the different tack. 
And I think the discussion, while I appreciate it and it is good, 
I think-I'm going to be still angry and frustrated after it's 
over. .,

" 

-I -REHH: I'm going to have to ask you to speak up.... 

. MAN: I was saying that I feel that the discussion is 
good, but after the discussion I'm still going to be angry and 
frustrated. So I say after this discussion, where do we go? And 
I would like to proposelto your guests that the three of them, 
along with others, set up a post office box number or some sort. 

u .

'
.
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of organization where the people can take part and we can have a people's investigation.
; 

I heard one of your guests say it would take about 500,000 to a million dollars. I heard another guest say some- thing about computers. Why not give the people a chance to get into this thing and pursue it, and maybe then the elected officials will come on board? Using the independent press, setting up a computer in Texas, setting up one in D.C., feeding in this information, getting investigative reporters, investiga- tive attorneys, and let's move on with it, rather than continue to discuss it, since we know that our government is not going to put up the money for it. ' 

REHM: Okay, sir. Let's see what the comments are. 
Gary Shaw, do you want to take a crack at that one? 
SHAW: I would love to see just that. And there have been attempts to do that. In fact, Bud currently has just such an organization set up with his office. Unfortunately, among the critics, there's never been a situation where we could all get together. And private money has funneled into this time and time again. And I know for a fact that Bud has put many dollars in, as have I and several others. And we'd love to see_just that. 

In 

But to do that, you've got to have publicity. And how ~to get that publicity is the key. 
- FINSTERWALD: Let me suggest to the caller, if he's got a'pencil handy, that he write to a Dr. Jack Gordon, who is at the Western New England College in Springfield, Mass. He is in the process of setting up such a group. And I think that it will grow into quite a grass-roots movement in the future.

g 

REHM: And that's Dr. Jack Bordon, Western New England College in Springfield, Massachusetts. 
Dr. Jack Gordon, you may have a little.mail in your mailbox fairly soon. 

- ‘ 

_ 
Good morning. You're on the air.

I 

_ 
HAN: ...Diane, I have before me a copy of the Warren Report. It's the edition published by the Associated Press. I bought this at the time of the report. And I'm just appalled at the perpetuation of myths which go on despite the aspects of the Warren Report-which are purely factual and simply are beyond question. ' 

, 
- ' 

-
' 

For ihstance, it was recently brought up on this program 
. 

-

' 

Q 
.

, 
' Y Z -W —~ ~ 
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a widespread view that the brain of John F. Kennedy is missing. Well, at page 228, as part of the autopsy report on the corpse of John F. Kennedy, is a very complete description of the brain. The left hemisphere is entirely intact. Of course, the right hemisphere was destroyed by the bullet which penetrated from the rear and blew it away. ] - 

' And that ties in to the so-called grassy knoll business. The grassy knoll supporters, of course, argue that someone fired from the right and a little in front. Now, if that bullet had entered from the right and in front, it would have destroyed the left hemisphere, which is nevertheless entirely intact in the autopsy report. '

- Furthemore, you mentioned the Zapruder film. Now, I'm a little hot about this because I'm not a professional, but for 20 years I've been hearing this baloney that goes floating around.' 
Now, the Zapruder film. I remember seeing that. And there was'a cloud -- this is a horrible, grisly thing. There was a cloud of matter suspended in and above and in front of the head of John F. Kennedy. It's really quite a coincidence, but the Zapruder film caught this moment when his brain was suspended, part of it, as a cloud of fine particles in the air and it was floating ahead of him; in other words, in the direction of the travel of the limousine in which he was riding.

. 

Now, other pictures show that the breeze was blowing the hair pf the people backwards. And in one of those pictures, just a moment before,.Mrs. Kennedy is holding her hat, obviously to hold it against the breeze which is created by the forward movement of the limousine. 
Now, if that bullet was from the grassy knoll, that cloud of suspended particle matter would not have been in front and in the direction of travel. 

u 

»REhM: All right, sir. Now I'd like to give Bud Finsterwald... 
' MAN: And another thing.... 

REHH: Now hold'on; sir. 
'MAN: No. I want to_say... ‘ 

' 

REHM: I'm sorry. You're going to have to wait a minute, or I will simply cut you off. You have said a great deal and -— go ahead,-Bud. -' 
I ' 

-

I 

- FINSTERWALD: I'd just ‘make 8 couple of comments.’ 
.1, __~.;.;,.§_;§,;;___;.__.___ ';;;_;; g},,;'-..=..>;"~i‘%;-_=" 9",3-i-_‘lT“%f‘:‘§[:%?€;:i=:;z ,='.;_,,_:_. ,~ 1.2..-'1.—;__;,_=_ ,_gLl_._..,.. ...;..;._:.~ .{»_..<;_—~.:'.—:,,‘;‘i~:.§*.-‘.~_:v_..e.v» l,._=r§e';~:-I-=1-Ts ~~‘ ‘-' "*** ~ 7-» - ~ _. __ 45 21;» '-— W1‘ *L;:—1“~'—:_~_—_ *— _;.€t" .\- - ——-A
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One, as to the brain. There's no question that a brain was produced at the autopsy. The real question is who's brain it was and what happened to it. Certain sections were taken out of the brain. They have never showed up. The brain itself has disappeared. Whether it was John Kennedy's brain, I don't know. But it was removed from his skull before it got to the autopsy room at the Naval Hospital, which has never been explained. 
- So far as whether the shot came from the front or the rear, there was a motorcycle officer riding somewhat to the rear and to the left,_and he was completely covered by the matter from the President's head, which would indicate that the shot did come from the right and-from forward. 

But you can't go into all of these thousands of factual misconceptions on a program of this type. It's just not -- we Just don't have the time to do it, really. - ' 

R§HM: Gary Shaw, do you want to comment? . 

SHAW: I'll Just comment real quickly. The gentleman says he has a copy of the Associated Press version of the Warren Report. I would remind that listener that there are allegedly -- and I say this sarcastically,'to some extent -- 26 volumes of supporting evidence to that report. And the problem with that report is that they didn't underline for us where they told us a lie about what was contained in the other 26 volumes. 
. In addition to those 26 volumes, there is a mass of material that was never published and is in the National Ar- chives, a portion of which is still classified information and we're not able to see it. ' 

So, to take that one little report is, to those of us who have studied the case and studied the evidence and studied the 26 volumes, is laughable. ' 

REHM: Do you want to comment, Dick? 
' 

BILLINGS: I'm not sure that you have to have the shot from the right front hit the President's head. The evidence, as analyzed by the medical panel employed by the House committee, agreed with the Warren Commission that the shot to the head was from the rear. The evidence from the acoustics tape does show a shot from the right front. " " 

__ . It is our belief, and it is my belief, that there was a shot, that it was not the one that hit the President in the head, which would be consistept with what the gentleman was saying on the phone. - 
' 

' ’ ' 

'

' 
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REHM: Hi. You're on the air. 

MAN: ...In the early 1960s, I was someone sympathetic 
to Castro's Cuba, and I was familiar with the left-wing groups in 
the New York City area, and I guess nationally. And I used to 
read a newspaper called the Militant, which I understand Lee 
Harvey Oswald, I know,1was also a subscriber to. That was put 
out_by something called the Socialist Workers Party. 

What I'm getting at is that at that time Kennedy and 
Khrushchev were pursuing a sort of detente. And part of that 
detente,-apparently, was an agreement that Castro would pull back 
certain revolutionary activities that he was involved in at the 
time. I'm not sure this has been on the public record, but 
Castro was supporting revolutionary groups in Santo Domingo and 
_Haiti, for instance. He suddenly pulled back in I963 and began 
to arrest Trotskyites, Socialist Workers_Party people, in Cuba. 
And this was duly reported in the Militant. ' 

So, I could always -- I've always felt,there was 
motivation for Oswald, if he was a committed Trotskyite, if he 
was, to read all of this and to see that by hitting Kennedy, he 
would atop the selling out of what was very sacred to the left -- 
that is, the Cuban revolution -- that is, the Kennedy-Khrushchev 
detente, which was going on at'that time. 

' 
’ That doesn't displace all of the public information 

you've got on a conspiracy.“ But I always felt there was a very 
strong, logical motivation for a Lee Harvey Oswald to go off the 
wire and to do what he did. . 

Would you have any comment on that? 

REHM: Gary Shaw. . ~ 

SHAW: I, again, could not hear him, Diane. 
. REHM: Bud,.why don't you take it? 

FINSTERWALD: I would say that my only comment would be 
is that the listener is assuming that Lee Harvey'Oswald was in 
fact a dedicated left-wing Marxist of some type. There's a great 
deal of evidence to show that he was not that, but that he was a 
U.S. agent pretending to be that. And in that case, the Cuban -- 
Castro's attitude toward the Socialist Workers Party would have 
had absolutely no effect on this, one way or the other. 

1 
' '

. 

. BILLINGSi It's an interesting theory. I am not of the 
belief that Oswald was motivated, one way or another, by his 
politics. .1 think there‘were other factors'working.

f
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MAN: Okay. Thank you. 
REHM: Hi. You're on the air.

. 

5 MAN: I was wondering what the panelists think is the role of insanity and conspiracy combined. It seems like all the major assassinations have been done by very unstable people, and yet they seem to have a political motivation at the same time. How do these panelists view the combination of insanity and conspiracy together?
_ 

V BILLINGS: You can go through all the -- many of the historic assassinations of highilevel chief executive figures, going back through the past century, and come up with a number of them, including attempted assassination of President Roosevelt in the l930s, and find that you've got a preponderance of nuts. 
If that's supposed to explain Oswald, fine. It doesn't explain Oswald at all, as far as I'm concerned. Oswald may have been nutty; but ha wasn't -- he wasn't alone and he wasn't nutty enough to -e he wasn't deranged enough to do it that way. There were motivations that weren't political, but they weren't just because he was nutty. '

_ 

- FINSTERWALD: Also, I think if you look at Oswald's career, whatever it may have been -- he died at age 23 or 20. By that time, he'd spent 2 l/2 years in Russia, he spoke four languages, somebody with a tenth-grade education. He did a lot of things that were interesting and required a great deal of talent.
- 

So, he'may have killed the President. I seriously doubt it. But I certainly would not in any way characterize him as a nut.
r 

SHAW: I'd say this. Itbs only in the last couple of decades that we've been told quickly, before the smoke even settles aroung the scene, that there was no conspiracy, that it was a lone assassin, that the man was mentally deranged, before any investigation. And I think that's rather strange. 
_- REHM: ...Gpod morning. You're on the air. 

- WOMAN: I'd like to ask your guests a question, please. About ten years ago a movie came out that was played maybe two months or three months in the theaters, and then it was like taken out and you never heard anything about it again, and it was called "Executive Action." And when I viewed that film, it certainly convinced me that there was more than just one assass- in. And I was wondering“if youraguests could comment on that. 

, 
_ _ ..'-_:._; » 
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_ FINSTERNALD: Yes. That movie was writtein by a longtime critic named Mark Lane. I think when the_case is finally solved, much of the movie, either accidentally or otherwise, will turn out to be true.
. 

' 

REHM: What does the movie say?’ I never saw it. 
FINSTERWALD: The movie says that there was a concerted right-wing, well-organized, well-financed, plot to kill the President. And they left Oswald at the scene as e patsy. And I'm not sure that all the details of it will pan out, but I certainly think that large parts of it will turn out to be true. 
BILLINGS: '1 think that one of the developments over the years that has made it more difficult is the fictionelization, either in intended form or maybe misintended. I think that hurts more than it helps. '

_ 

REHM: How about you, Gary?
_ 

SHAW: I could not hear the question again,-Diane. But I assume from the answers of Dick and Bud that they're talking about the film "Executive Action." 
' 

. REHM: That's right. 
_ 

'

- 

_, SHAW: And I somewhat agree with Bud. I think when the truth finally comes out that that film would be very, very close to the truth. 
5 REHM: Interesting. 

Hi. You're on the air. 
MAN: Is Hr. Upshaw.... 
REHM: Hi. You're on the air. 

- MAN: What ever happened to Jim Garrison's investiga- tion, the leakage that was put out before he was ready to take it to trial? And I think, if I remember correctly, a lot of his witnesses were eventually killed or something happened to them, that he couldn't prosecute the trial, or couldn't finish it. 
,; A .FINSTERWALD: I had dinner with Jim Garrison not too long ago in New Orleans. And.despite the Federal Government's best efforts to get rid of him, Jim Garrison is an elected Judge in New Orleans.‘

_ 

' 
I 

And you are correct. Hie investigation was subject to e great deal of pressure. He did not -- he was his own worst enemy 

I 
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on top of that.r But he was not able to get a single outsof-state witness. In other words, anybody that he wanted to subpoena from ‘any of the states, inevitably, these were turned down. So he . was, in fact, trying the case with only witnesses from the New Orleans area, which was just impossible. There were many things . that went wrong in the investigation, not just that.
l 

But I also very recently was able to see the CIA's files on Clay Shaw and the equisite nature of the CIA's attention to that case. They followed it day by day and instructed their people to be as disruptive as possible. 
REHM: Now, Clay Shaw is no longer living. Is that. correct? 

FINSTERWALD: That is correct, Clay Shaw died some -years ago. But it was in his file that I found out the exact ' nature of the U.S. Government's attention to the case in New Orleans. 
' 

-

- 

REHM: Do you want to comment on that, Dick? 
BILLINGS: Quickly. I'll try to do it quickly. 

- I believe there were two Garrison investigations. One began in the fall of 1966 and_ended in February 1967, and there was a lot of very valid evidence in that. 
_ I think what happened after that is Garrison purposely, for fear of retribution, botched his own investigation. 

REHH: ‘Hi. You're on the air. 
WOMAN: Basically, this is my question. Five years ago we had Mort Sahl here as a commentatory, and he very heavily believed in Clay Shaw and conspiracy. And I was wondering how the commission or how the group feels about this. 

~ REHM: Now, hold on just a minute. I'm not sure they're terribly clear here. And if you could speak up, please. 
_- WOMAN: About five years ago, the Washington area had a - commentator, and well-known comedian, Hort Sahl. And during his time, he talked quite a bit about Clay Shaw and conspiracy. He also wrote a book. And I was wondering if there is any truth to this, or_if any of what he has stated is valid 7- in other words, a conspiracy, they worked-out of New Orleans, and Clay Shaw was involved with the investigation._ ' 

. 
,

-
. 

BILLINGS: Nell, I believe that the government was ~closely monitoring the Garrison investigation, and probably did 
- i 

__ y— ~ 
V — - ' 

I I - _ 
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anything it could to impede it. I also believe that Clay Shaw 
had ties that would have been embarrassing to him and to the 
government. ' 

. x 

-‘I do not believe, however, that Clay Shaw was involved 
in the assassination. .

1 

WOMAN: Oh, I don't feel that either, necessarily. It's 
just that I was wondering if anything that came out during that 
investigation indicated that there was a conspiracy, or what 
basically came out of that? ' 

BILLINCS: 'Very much so. The early part of the investi- 
gation established the link between Oswald and David Ferry, David 
Ferry and Carlos Marcello. A lot came out that was very valid in 
the early part of the Garrison investigation. 

FINSTERWALD: Two interesting things about Clay Shaw 
that are probably not known. Une is that he was a consistent CIA 
informant. They used him as one of their major souces-of 
informatioh in New Orleans. And second was he was the only U.S. 
member on the board of directors of an ultra-right-wing European 
group who financed the very French assassins that we suspected 
were in Dallas. . 

-
'

' 

' v 

So, again you get these odd connections that you can't 
do anything with. "-

. 

_ 
REHM: Cary Shaw? 

' SHAW: .1 would also point out-that Clay Shaw has been 
definitely linked with David Ferry, who is definitely linked to 
Lee Oswald, who's definitely linked to Carlos Marcello. And 
whether Clay Shaw was a conspirator, I have no knowledge of.’ But 
there was s lot of smoke. . 

REHM: Good morning. You're on the air. 

MAN: Dne aspect of this whole thing that I never heard 
talked about was the poor quality of rifle that he chose to use. 
We used to -- at about that same time, I was shooting one of 
those rifles just for fun, and we had trouble getting it to even 
go off. And we used to joke that it's no wonder the Italians 
lost. But I'm a competitive shooter, and I find it almost 
impossible to get three aimed shots in that period of time at a 
fixed target, let alone a moving target._ I just never have 
understood why he picked such -- was absolutely the worst choice 
of s weapon. A

_ 

Has anybody ever=discussed that st'all?
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FINSTERWALD: There's been an enormous amount of 
discussion of the rifle and the ammunition. No one has ever been 
able to duplicate Oswald's alleged feat with that rifle at the 
"range he was firing and the scope he was using. He was ll inches 
off target. It's a single-bolt-action rifle. It takes between 
two and three seconds by the best rifleman to fire it again.

l 

But even more interesting is the ammunition. The only 
ammunition for the rifle available either was World War II 
ammunition from the Italians, which was absolutely worthless, or 
ammunition which had been manufactured in this country for the 
exclusive use of the CIA. So, no one knows where the ammunition 
came from, if it were used. 

But the rifle and the ammunition were certainly not 
those of a professional assassin. 

REHH: Dick? 

BILLINGS: The rifle is very troubling, even though the 
ballistics experts do link the fragments and there is the 
scientific evidence that linked the rifle to the killing. 

However, one thing that happened in the acoustics study 
that is also more puzzling is that it shows that the first two 
shots were 1.6 seconds apart, which makes the use of that rifle 
even more baffling. It is a mystery. 

REHM: The whole thing is a mystery. It is obvious from 
our listener questions this morning and from the information 
you've offered that a great many questions need to be answered 
before we do gt.to any particular conclusion. ~ 

In your minds, is there one factor that provides the key 
to the whole mystery? _ ,

. 

Bud? ‘ 

I 
_ 

FINSTERWALD: No, there is not any one single factor or 
any one single fact. 

. 
REHM: Dick? 

_ 
BILLINGS: The murder of Oswald by Jack Ruby is the one 

single factor that convinces me that organized crime was very 
much involved in the assassination. 

-A 
“ REHM:- And Gary?‘ 

' 

- 

_ ;

‘ 

-SHAW; .1 would-agree with Dick that the key is Jack 
Ruby's actions, his complicity, and his connections to organized
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crime that the Warren Commission lied to us about.
. 

_ 

' REHM: Gary Shaw, I want to thank you so much For being with us.-
‘ 

‘ 

And both of you here in the studios, Richard Billings, whose book "The Plot to‘Kill the President" was published in 1981. Mr. Shaw's book is called "Cover-up." And Bernard Finsterwald‘s book "Assassination of JFK: By Coincidence or Conspiracy?" was published in 1977. 
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DME February 25, 1981 ' i0:00 AM QW' 

aemcr JFK: Search for Conspiracy, ParT Three 

DIANE REHM: The assassinaTlon of John F. Kennedy has been called more baffling Than any Sherlock Holmes sTory ever wriTTen. MoTlves for The killing of JFK are all over The poli- Tical specTrum. On Monday we heard abouT The inTe|ligence com- muniTies, yesTerday The Cuban connecTion. Today, in parT Three of our series, we'll concenTraTe on The ulTra rlghT. 
'WiTh me here in The sTudio are Bernard FinsTerwald, an aTTorney and ExecuTive DirecTor of The CommiTTee on Assassin- aTions. Back in I977 Mr. FinsTerwald wroTe "AssassinaTion of JFK: By Coincidence or Conspiracy? Also here wiTh me is Richard Billings, coauThor wiTh G. RoberT Blakey of a new book called "The P|oT To Pill The PresldenT." And on The phone wiTh us, from Cieburne, Texas, is Mr. Gary Shaw, Mr. Shaw is an archiTecT. He

_ 

has been researching and wriTing abouT The Kennedy assassinaTlon for over l5 years. He wroTe a book called "Cover—up." ' 

-X 
~X- * 

REHM:» Bud FlnsTerwald, I Think ThaT in many people's‘ minds There is noT a clear undersTanding of whaT we mean by The ulTra-righT. Do you use ThaT Term To refer To naTional organi- zaTions, inTernaTional organizaTions, local organlzaTions? How do you use iT? 

BERNARD FINSTERWALD: Well, Diane, ThaT's noT a very precise Term, and iT is used in a number of dlfferenT ways. AT The Time John Kennedy was killed, I Think ThaT Dallas, Texas was generally known as The nuT capiTal of The world. IT was probably The mosT ulTra-righT, almosT conservaTive, ciTy in The counTry. The conservaTism is supposed To have gained prominence because of The oil indusTry in Texas. I'm noT sure ThaT's True. BuT 
OFFlCES IN: WASHINGTON D.C. 0 NEWYORK I LOS ANGELES 0 CHlCAGO O DETROIT 0 AND OTHER PRINCIPALCIUES 

B/medalsupplie<:1byPodbi\lReoon\ln:;nuybeuasdblflboradBi8Iwnomrpoaoauw.hrrbymibemaOdumd.wUa9ubfldyd®flnrwmleduenibh0d.
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There were a number of incldehTs in Texas shorTly before John 
.Kennedy visiTed There which l Think clearly ouTline The ulTra— 
monservaTlve naTure of ThaT communiTy. 

REHM: when you're Talking abouT Texas, are you Talking 
abouT parTicuiar organizaTions, Gary Shaw, which would fall under 
ThaT TiTie of The ulTra—righT? 

GARY SHAW: Well, l don'T know wheTher There are any 
definiTe organizaTions. There are some very lnTeresTing people 
in Dallas and in Texas ThaT were very much upseT wiTh PresidenT 
Kennedy's acTions, especially in The oil communiTy, for insTance. 
They were upseT wiTh his Trying To do away wiTh The oil depleTion 
allowance. There was one big Texas ollman by The name of H.L. 
HunT,~now deceased, who was very much an opponenT of John Kennedy 
and John Kennedy's views, and expounded These by way of books 
and pamphieTs-and radio programs and such as This. 

AnoTher real wacko, if you wanT To call him ThaT, in 
Texas was General Edwin A. Walker, an Army general who was dis- 
missed by PresidenT Kennedy because he was indocTrinaTing his 
Troops in Germany wiTh John Birch SocieTy maTerials. 

So, yes, The righT wing in Texas was very acTive, and, 
in TacT, was responsible for —— parTially responsible Tor a black- 
bordered ad ThaT ran in The Dallas Morning News The day of The 
PnesidenTis vlsiT. 

REHM: WhaT did ThaT ad say? 
'SHAW: Well, iT was a big fuil—page ad ThaT said, "Wei- 

come, Mr. Kennedy, To Dallas,“ and Then wenT on To say ThaT why -- 
and asked him quesTions: "Why is LaTin American Turning elTher 
anTi—Amerlcan or communisTic?" and lisTed abouT l2 Things ThaT 
They were blaming Mr. Kennedy's AdminisTraTion wiTh, as being 
liberal and acTua|ly communisTic in his ouTlook. 

REHM: Dick Billings, whaT abouT naTlonai righT—wing 
ronganizaTions like The John Birchers? Do you puT Them inTo This 
grouping, as well? Were There concerns, were There moTivaTions, 
There on Their parT, perhaps? 

RICHARD BlLLlNGS: The John Birch SocieTy was very 
acTive in Texas aT The Time, in Dallas in parTicular. BuT i 

Think whaT we know mosTly abouT The -~ firsT of ail, we know 
ThaT There were lmmediaTe suspicions ThroughouT The counTry ThaT 
The rlghT wing —~-because iT had been in Dallas. We know ThaT 
Kenmedy had been publicly criTicized by The publisher of The 
Dallas Morning News, a man, ironically, named Dealey. His faTher, 
in facT, of The Dealey Plaza in which Kennedy was ~- The PresidenT 
was assassinaTed was named aTTer The founder of ThaT paper. And 
Ted Dealey, The son, who Then was The publisher, had faced The 
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PresidenT in a meeTing in The WhiTe House afTer -— shorTly before 
The assassinaTion, aTTer Kennedy had been in office, I Think, for 
abouT a year and sald ThaT we have a weak slsTer for a PresidenT, 
and whaT we need is, as I recall; a man on a whiTe horse. 

» The criTiclsm of Kennedy was ThaT he was weak, and ThaT 
connoTes weak in The area of anTi—communJsm. 

So To geT back To your quesTion, yeah, The Birch SocieTy, 
The mlliTanT anTi—communlsT wing of The righT wing of The counTry 
was decidedly anTi-Kennedy, and Therefore was suspecT. 

REHM: WhaT abouT lnTernaTlonaI, Bud, The World AnTi- 
CommunlsT League? 

FlNSTERWALD: l Think, Diane, you'll hear a greaT deal 
more abouT This laTer in The program. BuT we have discovered, 
and There's been a greaT deal of raTher obscure liTeraTure wriTTen 
on The subjecT, of The connecTions beTween The ulTra—righT—wing 

» movemenTs in various counTries of The world. You will find ThaT 
The lnTernaTional AnTi—CommunisT League, World lnTernaTional Com- 
munisT League [sic] has a member in almosT every counTry in The 
world, parTicularly in Europe and in LaTin America. And we have 
branches in This counTry. ' 

BuT you'll find ThaT This group was noT only violenTly 
anTi—Kennedy, buT in iTs ranks had any number of professional 
assassins, TerrorisTs, and oThers. And l Think ThaT parT of The 
inTeresT in This group sTemps from The facT ThaT They were so 
violence—prone. 

REHM: whaT kind of evidence did These groups have ThaT 
JFK was, as you puT iT, sofT on Communism? , 

BlLLlNGS: ThaT's hard, because Kennedy, in The view of 
mosT of us who were around Then covering The AdminisTraTion of 
PresidenT Kennedy dld noT see him ThaT way. He was a hawkish 
PresidenT. He -— aT leasT whaT we knew aT The Time —— was facing 
down Khrushchev in Vienna or CasTro over The missiles. 

BuT These people, iT Turns ouT laTer, were suspicious 
ThaT Kennedy was sofTenlng, especially Toward CasTro ~- 

l Think 
we menTioned ThaT yesTerday —- ThaT There were indicaTions ThaT 
he was |isTening To Adlai STevenson, his Ambassador To The UniTed 
NaTions, and was reaching a poinT of seeking a rapprochemenT wiTh 
CasTro. 

Any lndicaTion ThaT The righT wing goT of ThaT, which 
They were geTTing from The Cuban acTivisTs, would be The indi- 
caTion, The evidence To Them ThaT he was sofT on Communism. 

And There was also —— The VieTnam War was jusT geTTing
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sTarTed Then, and There were already indicaTions ThaT his commiT— 
menT To fighTing Communism in SouTheasT Asia was noT as sTrong 
as These peopbe would like. 

REHM: Gary, would you like To add To ThaT? 

SHAW: Yes, Diane. I Thlnk ThaT There were many uiTra- 
righT people, in The UnlTed STaTes parTicularly, ThaT really dis- 
liked Mr. Kennedy's aTTiTude Toward The Cuban siTuaTion, whaT he 
did aT The Bay of Pigs, The missile crisis. ThoughT he backed 
down Khrushchev, l Think There were people of The ulTra-righT men- 
TaliTies who wanTed To see Cuba blown off The face of The earTh, 
and I Think They resenTed The facT ThaT Kennedy handled IT The way 
ThaT he did. l Think They-nesented The nuclear TesT ban TreaTy, 
his movemenT in ThaT direcTlon, and, in facT, his efforTs To end 
The Cold War, in parTicular. All, l Think, affecTed The ulTra— 
righT. 

REHM: Bud FlnsTerwaid. » 

FlNSTERWALD: l Thlnk The one overT acT ThaT he Took 
ThaT jusT absoluTely sTuck in The craw of all of These groups was 
aT The Time of The missile crisis he promised Khrushchev, in ex— 
change for Taking The missiles ouT, ThaT we would never invade 
Cuba and ThaT we would see ThaT The anTi-CasTro Cubans did noT 
do so. And l Think This really was The Thing ThaT inflamed Them 
more Than any oTher single acT. 

BILLINGS: And l can add To iT a llTTle biT, where 
Dallas fiTs in The picture. Because, as we discussed yesTerday, 
The Cuban movemenT preTTy much was concenTraTed in Miami. BuT 
iT Turns ouT ThaT There was a flow of people and weapons and 
money going across The counTry from SouThern California, where 
The righT wing is TradiTlonally sTrong, following a rouTe Through 
Dallas, New Orleans, and on inTo Miami, ThaT was -Q IT was almosT 
a Trail They"fol1owed. And Ff‘They goT in Trouble, They could 
hole up aT s0mebody's*house in Dallas.

_ 

And surprisingly, To me, aT leasT, The amounT of anTi— 
CasTro Cuban exile acTiviTy in Dallas was heavy. 

REHM: Okay. Now, you've Talked abouT anTi-Cuba feel~ 
ings, anTl—communisT -— communism feelings. WhaT abouT JFK's 
aTTiTudes Towards The Jews? Did This enTer inTo iT, from your 
poinTs of view, in Terms of feelings on The ulTra—rlghT? 

Gary? 
HOAK: NoT aT all. l Think if anyThing enTered inTo 

The ulTra—righT's mind in This counTry, IT would be as far as 
The blacks are concerned, The civil righTs movemenT and The 
Things ThaT The Kennedy AdmlnlsTraTion was proposing in ThaT 
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"or four, maybe half a dozen, The ones ThaT seemed serious enough 
To eiTher change a Trip plan or To Take some acTion, like They 
did in Chicago and Miami,.asaBud,JusT-mendioned, "“”*'" 

However, Those ThreaTs were so much like whaT did even— 
Tually happen on The 22nd of November in Dallas ThaT The sad 
irony is ThaT They looked aT Them as local ThreaTs. If They 

+picked up a ThreaT in Chicago, They seemed To Think ThaT ThaT 
ThreaT could noT be carried To Dallas. And The same wiTh -- The 
one in Miami was shooTing from a high building. IT was The exacT 
scenario, and iT was To -- he wenT To Miami on The l8Th. ThaT's 
four days before he was assassinaTed. And while in Miami, They 
did -- They he|lcopTered him ouT To The‘hoTel on Miami Beach and 
cancelled The moTorcade. They Tooksall These precauTions. BuT 
{our days 1aTer, They had no -- The SecreT Service did noT con- 
ceive ThaT The same ThreaT posed iTself in Texas. 

REHM: And, Gary Shaw, IT seems To me ThaT This is also 
connecTed up wiTh The idea ThaT jusT_weeks prior To Kennedy's ' 

assasslnaTion There was an aTTack on Adlai STevenson. So, you 
know, ThaT aTmosphere ThaT you Talk abouT ThaT musT have been 
presenT in Dallas musT have been palpable. 

SHAW: Yes, iT was. And Dick didn'T go a sTep furTher. 
The FBI invesTigaTed This man who was propounding This Theory of 
how The PresidenT was going To be killed from a building wiTh a 
high-powered rifle. The day afTer The assassinaTion, The FBI 
learned ThaT The man was bragging abouT iT To an lnformanT, say- 
ing ThaT everyThing ran True To form, "IT happened JusT like I 

said iT was going To be. You ThoughT 
I was kidding." 'He was 

very elaTed wlTh The PresidenT's deaTh. And ThaT was The men- 
TaliTy of The ulTra-righT in This counTry. 

REHM: Well, and indeed, speaking of menTaliTy, whaT 
abouT JFK's? 'ln The face of all This, lT seems ThaT he made The 
poliTical judgmenT ThaT iT was neverThe|ess imporTanT To go To 
Dallas.

‘ 

- FINSTERWALD: Well, I Think in ThaT regard he was pres- 
sured a greaT deal by a number of Texas po|iTiclans, including 
The Then—Vice PresidenT Lyndon Johnson. Kennedy didn'T have any 

-~ desire To go To Texas, parTicularly in view of whaT had happaned 
-i-- To Adlai STevenson and oThers. BuT he decided To go for, as he 

would puT IT, The good of The parTy, and l guess for his own re- 
elecTion. 

NW BlLLlNGS: 
l Tend To Think more The laTTer. There have 

been a number of sTories abouT how he wenT down There To seTTle 
a local feud beTween The Then-Vice PresidenT Johnson and Governor 

*John‘Connally and The so-called liberal wing of The parTy in Texas, 
SenaTor Yarboroughis wing. The parTies To ThaT |aTer -- Johnson, 

-~ Connaily, and I Think Yarborough as well —- all denied ThaT ThaT ,.. 
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regard. 

REHM: So you're saying ThaT his sTand on inTegraTion 
was perhaps parT of This whole anTi—Kennedy feeling ThaT The ulTra— 
righT seemed To have. 

~ SHAW: ThaT’s correcT. The Ku Kiux Klan, The NaTional 
STaTe's RighTs ParTy, all of These Took —- They felT very —~ whaT's 
The word l wanT To say? ‘ 

REHM: AdamanT?
l 

SHAW: They haTed Kennedy, in oTher words. They wanTed 
To kill him. And, in facT, one parTy member acTually gave a blue- 
prinT for The assasslnaTion abouT four or five days prior To The 
PresidenT's visiT in Dallas. 

REHM: l'm inTeresTed ThaT you said ThaT. l gaTher ThaT 
beTween March and November of I963 There were over 400 ThreaTs on 
JFK's life, ThaT various organizaTions learned abouT. There was 
a feeling, perhaps, ThaT someThing was going To happen. Or maybe, 
in your minds, 400 ThreaTs is noT ouT of The ordinary. 

Bud? ' 

FlNSTERWALD: Well, 400 ThreaTs, l Think, probably are 
noT ouT of The ordinary. BuT I Think The lnTensiTy and The sorT 
of seriousness of many of These ThreaTs. For example, on November 
The lsT, which was some Three weeks before The assassinaTion, 
Kennedy cancelled ouT on a Trip To Chicago which was of greaT 
imporTance To him poliTical|y because There was an acTive ploT 
To assassinaTe him in Chicago, and The SecreT Service was noT 
able To find Two of The alleged gunmen. And aT The very lasT 
minuTe, alThough all of The enTourage wenT To Chicago and They 
had a big parade, The PresidenT sTayed in WashingTon and did noT 
go. 

And Then, in a Trip To Miami jusT days before, l Think 
four days before he wenT To Dallas, They had To change all of The 
plans, from a parade To carrying him in a helicopTer from one 
place To anoTher, because They were very, very much frighTened 
ThaT he would be killed in Miami. 

So These ploTs were noT jusT The meanderings of The 
mind of a few crazy people. These were acTualiy people ouT phy- 
sically Trying To shooT The PresidenT wlThin a maTTer of days before he was shoT in Dallas. 

BlLLiNGS: Plus The facT ThaT all we know abouT These 
ThreaTs are Those ThaT came To The aTTenTion of The SecreT Ser- 
vice, and The 400 is The number ThaT They did acTually receive, 
of which, however, They really paid aTTenTion To very few, Three
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BuT aT The same Time ThaT was going on in Chicago, 
-There was a much more serious ploT involving four Cuban gunmen. 
And The SecreT Service;wene~abke-To¢nound.up—Two~of1Those'gun- 
menT, buT They never could find The oTher Two. And as I said, 
aT ThaT Time They urged The PresidenT noT To come To Chicago. 
knd aT The lasT mlnuTe, he did_noT geT on The plane ThaT came 
To Chicago. _ 

REHM: Valle was an ouTspoken criTic of JFK. 

FlNSTERWALD:} And an ulTra-righT-winger. 
BuT There are IiTeraIly hundreds of incldenTs of This 

Type ThaT Take place agalnsT any ReeskdenT in any one year's 
Time. The facT is, There were Two aTTempTs made on PresidenT 
Ford's life by people who would fall in The same classificaTion 
as Valle. They acTually Took a shoT aT Ford, buT boTh of Them 
missed. 

‘BuT I Think ThaT The organized ploTs of gunmen in Chi- 
cago and Miami really are more slgnificanT Than The individual 
whaT I would consider The lone-nuT Types. Valle apparenTly didn'T 
have any people working wlTh him. if he had shoT The PresldenT, 
iT really would have been The work of a lone nuT. 

REHM: Now, Joseph MilTeer (?) was in Miami. Now, do 
you look aT Joseph MiITeer and Think of him as a lone nuT, or do 
you Think of him as parT of The larger ulTra-righT picTure? 

BILLINGS: He was wlTh The NaTional STaTe's RighTs 
ParTy, wasn'T he? - 

FINSTERWALD: ThaT's correcT. l 

BILLINGS: As I recall, he was connecTed To The organ- 
ized righT} ThaT geTs back To The race issue, primarily. Mil- 
Teer was noT a lone nuT, by any means. 

REHM: Well, leT's Talk abouT MiiTeer. "He called 
William SomerseT, an FBI agenT, and he said ThaT Kennedy would 
never be seen agarn in Miami, sorT of a clear message ThaT some- 
Thing was going To happen. 

BILLINGS: Well, The problem wlTh SomerseT is ThaT 
SomersenT was an lnformanT for The DA's office in Miami. And 
wiThouT —— noT in respecT To The assassInaTion, buT on anoTher 
maTTer, l had To deal wlTh The people who handled him down There. 
He was also an informanT for The Miami police. And he was a 
liTTle biT unreliable. BuT The sTory he Told is The one ThaT 
was menTloned earlier,-where MilTeer gave him a scenario. And 
I Think This was acTuaIly Taped, so... ~ 
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was signiTicanT, and ThaT he wenT down There, pure and simple, 
for his own pollTical purposes. And Johnson and Connally boTh, 
made To me a preTTy good -- The poinT is, IT doesn'T really 
make a whole loT of difference wiTh respecT To The assassinaTion 
why he wenT To Texas. 

I Think ThaT he showed no fear, And This may sound 
naive now, ThaT Kennedy was jusT brazen. He was a faTalisT. We 
know how he feIT abouT assassinaTion because he Talked abouT, "If 
somebody wanTs To geT up on a high building and shooT me, There's 
no way you can sTop him." And so even Though he probably had 
reporTs abouT The danger of going To Texas -— we know he did -- 
he disregarded Them. 

And ThaT, in a way, is a Tragedy because iT did cause 
him To rejecT ideas of The SecreT Service of moTorcycles abreasT 
of The limousine, for example. 

REHM: Or_a bubbleTop. 
BILLINGS: The bubbleTop was planned if iT had been 

raining. There are Those who say The bubbleTop was an insigni- 
ficanT decision because iT wasn'T bulIeTproof. On The oTher 
hand, I suspecT ThaT had There been a bubbleTop, I don‘T know 
whaT shadows would have done To The view from The perch. The 
bubbleTop mighT have saved him. We're noT sure of ThaT. 

REHM: Gary, do you wanT To add anyThing on This idea 
of why JFK needed To go To Dallas? 

SHAW: I Think They've preTTy well Touched on iT all. 
IT was pollTical and Tor his own benefiT, Though There were some 
parTy wounds from The liberal and The conservaTlve wing. And, 
in facT, Mr. Kennedy had To order Johnson and Yarborough To ride 
in The same car. There was ThaT much animosiTy beTween The Two 
of Them. BuT I Think, basically, iT was sTricTly poliTlcaily 
moTivaTed. 

REHM: As in any siTuaTion —— and This is probably The 
mosT complex slTuaTion I've ever Taken a look aT -- There are 
people involved, Thousands of names. And iT seems To me ThaT iT 
mighT be helpful if we wenT Through some of The names and The 
kinds of links They esTabIished beTween The uITra-righT and, in~ 
deed, Kennedy. 

One of Those —- and This is connecTed wiTh Chicago -- 
Bud, is Thomas Valle. How does he figure inTo This whole pic- 
Ture? 

FINSTERWALD: Well, Thomas Valle was arresTed in Chi- 
cago and a gun was found in his car, and he was ThoughT To have 
been a ThreaT To The PresidenT's life. 
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' FINSTERWALD: l mighT add iT was Taped, because l Talked 
To SomerseT and inTerviewed him, and he played The Tape for me. 

BILLINGS: This ls The one in which he gave: you geT 
in a high building and you can shooT The PresidenT in a moTor- 
cade. lT's The one ThaT we've menTioned a couple of Times here. 

_ 
And, yes, There was an invesTigaTion afTer The assas- 

sinaTion of MllTeer, and he was able To esTabIish ThaT he was, 
l 
Think, aT his home. Where does he... ' 

FlNSTERWALD; ValdosTa, Georlga. 
'l 

BILLINGS: There you go. 

REHM: BuT I guess The Thing abouT This ThaT Troubles 
me is ThaT he called SomerseT on The 22nd, which was The day ThaT 
JFK was assassinaTed. 

BILLINGS: ThaT's whaT Gary menTioned. Yeah. , 

REHM: He called him ThaT day, and apparenTly There was 
no aTTempT To reach The FBI. Or am l wrong? 

FINSTERWALD: The FBl was informed of This Tape before 
The assassinaTion. And Then some hour before The assassinaTion, 
according To SomerseT, MilTeer phoned him and said ThaT The Presi- 
denT was going To be Taken care of ThaT day. And ThaT impressed 
SomerseT a greaT deal and he Tried To geT hold of The Miami police 
and Tell Them of This, buT was noT able To, according To him. 

REHM: Gary, do you wanT To add To ThaT? 

SHAW: JusT one oTher Thing. Mr. MilTeer acTually 
called The informer, The informanT again on November 24Th —- ThaT’ 
The day afTer Jack Ruby was shoT, or The day ThaT Jack Ruby was 
shoT -- and said ThaT iT was clear now. "Don'T worry." 

REHM: MiiTeer also made The sTaTemenT ThaT he believed 
ThaT Oswald knew ThaT Officer TippiTT was going To shooT him, and 
Therefore he shoT TippiTT firsT.‘ 

BlLLlNGS: There's only The kind of evidence ThaT you 
can see afTer The facT. Oswald apparenTly did noT shooT TippiTT 
as one who was Trying To escape would shooT a police officer. He 
noT only shoT him —- I believe if was four or five Times —— buT 
The final shoT ~— and a wiTness To The House CommiTTee who ap- 
peared for The firsT Time Tesfified ThaT The gunman walked up and 
fired The lasT shoT aT poinT-blank range, a coup de grace. And, 
in facT, The X—rays of TippiTT showed ThaT one shoT was fired in 
ThaT direcTion. So Oswald had reason To wanT To make sure ThaT 
he wasn'T jusf geTTing away from an unknown police officer. There 
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is an indlcaTion from The way he murdered TippiTT ThaT he knew 
him and had reason To wanT To away wiTh him. 

“REHM: Thenehs also~an'TnTeresTing bank accounT ThaT 
Joseph MilTeer esTablished around The end of July of '63, which 
was closed afTer The.firsT of The year in '64, and I gaTher had 
some $i2,000 in iT before iT was closed ouT. This was noT a man 
of greaT means. ' 

Gary Shaw, do you have any commenT on ThaT? . 

SHAW: He was noT a weaIThy man, buT he seemed To always 
have plenTy of cash wiTh which To carry forTh his ulTra—righT 
aTTiTudes, and acTuaiiy prinTed a newspaper in his homeTown in 
Georgia and expounding his views from ThaT. 

REHM: You boTh imply ThaT he may have been involved in 
some raclsT acTiviTies. Wasn'T There some connecTion beTween him 
and some bombings in Birmingham, Alabama? 

' SHAW: Yes, very definiTeiy. There was evidence linking 
him To The bombing of The church ThaT killed four black children 
in Birmingham. 

REHM: Was There any aTTempT To prosecuTe him? 

_SHAW: No. And, of course, he died -— This iaTer came 
ouT, basically, in The lasT Three or four years. And, of course, 
heis been dead for seven or eighT.

A 

FINSTERWALD: One inTeresTing commenT was ThaT Jack Ruby 
also showed up wiTh a large sum of money shorTly before The assas- 
sinaTion, Too, and nobody knows where ThaT money came from. And 
iT's parTicularly inTeresTing in lighT of The facT ThaT The in- 
Ternai Revenue Service was dunning him for some $44,000 aT The 
Time. BuT he did have a large sum of money very suddenly, and no 
one knows where iT came from. 

REHM: AnoTher in The iisT of fanaTic racisTs, perhaps, 
was Guy BannisTer. 

BuT, how does he figure inTo This? 
FINSTERWALD: Guy BannisTer's role in This is probably 

one of The mosT enigmaTlc parTs of The whole Thing. Guy Bannis- 
Ter was a very prominenT FBi official. He was in charge of The 
Chicago office for a number of years, which is one of The larger. 
He lefT There To become The AssisTanT Commissioner of Police in 
New Orleans, and was dismissed from ThaT office. And Then he seT 
up a privaTe, whaT he called an invesTigaTive service in New Or- 
leans. BuT This Turned ouT To be jusT a plain everyday inTelii— 
gence operaTion dealing wlTh LaTin America. 
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BuT Guy BannlsTer had all sorTs of connecTions wiTh 
any number of righT—wing organizaTions, including This World 
AnTi—CommunisT League. He ran a number of organlzaTlons for The 
righT-wing Cubans in New Orleans. He was The founder of some— 
Thing called The AnTi—CommunlsT League of The Caribbean. BuT 
jusT any number of righT-wing operaTions were run in New Orleans 
by BannlsTer or his people. ' 

REHM: Well, I would ask all Three of you This ques- 
Tion. You've goT all These names, you've goT The David Ferries, 
whom we'll Talk abouT in JusT a momenT, you have Guy BannlsTer, 
you have Joseph MiiTeer, a number of These differenT people. How 
do you link -— where is The chain ThaT esTablishes some connec- 
Tion, however Tenuous, wiTh The assassinaTlon of JFK? 

FINSTERWALD: Well, as I've said before, we're Too dumb 
To puT all This TogeTher. ThaT's our big problem. 

BlLLlNGS: Having admiTTed ThaT -— and l'll agree -— l 

Tend To wanT To sTarT wiTh Oswald, ThaT quesTion. And l know 
ThaT meeTs wiTh some opposiTion someTimes of people who come aT 
This mainTaining ThaT Oswald knew noThing. 

T 

i Tend To believe ThaT Oswald had a loT To do wiTh The 
assassinaTion. I would go so far as To say he commiTTed The 
assassinaTion. And To prove ThaT he dldn'T is a loT harder Than 
To prove ThaT he did. 

BuT l am.aiso of The school ThaT believes he was noT 
alone. And, Therefore, if you Take ThaT equaTion To iTs logical 
end, The way To assess The imporTance of These various people 
we're Talking abouT is To see how They link To Oswald. 

We don'T know The link beTween MilTeer and Oswald. 
You do see, possibly, a link beTween BannlsTer and Oswald, in 
ThaT Oswald was in New Orleans in The summer of I963. He had 
sTamped The address 544 Camp STreeT on some of The leafleTs ThaT 
he was handing ouT in his pro-CasTro crusade. 544 Camp STreeT 
was The address of BannlsTer AssoclaTes. Oswald reporTedly was 
There qulTe a biT. There's anoTher reporT ThaT some of These 
leafleTs were found in BannisTer's aparTmenT afTer he died, noT 
long afTer The assassinaTion. And finally There is The link To 
Oswald beTween BannlsTer via David Ferrie, whom you menTioned a 
momenT ago and whom we will be Talking abouT.‘ 

REHM: Gary, do you wanT To add To ThaT? 

SHAW: Well, l'd —— of course, I'd have To disagree 
wiTh Dick on The Oswald-did-iT scenario. I'm noT convinced as 
yeT ThaT Oswald fired a shoT ThaT day. And i'm going To have To 
see more in The nexT few years Than I've seen in The pasT l6 or 
i7. 
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The Oswald link, l Think, ls very lmporTanT. in oTher words, Oswald was involved. He became The one arresTed for The crime, and definiTely is a_link. l Think weld need To look aT several Things abouT Oswald. 
_ There were men in Dallas in The Time prior —- and in New Orleans -- in The Time prior To The assasslnaTion using The Oswald name and p|anTing acTually whaT Turned ouT To be false evidence To poinT To Oswald's propensiTy To kill. In ofher words, having a rifle mounTed wiTh a scope, going and Taking and auTomo- bile demonsTraTlon ride and driving 70 miles an hour down STimmons Freeway in Dallas, weaving in and ouT of Traffic, and saying ThaT he was going To come inTo some money in a few days and he'd come back and pay cash for IT. And all of These Things occurring aT a“Tlme when Oswald was known by The Warren Commission, in Their invesTigaTion, To be in oTher areas. 

So we come up wlTh a siTuaTion, I Think, of who is This oTher Oswald? And inTeresTingly enough, in The pasT couple of years, we've come across a young man ThaT was acTually using The name and confessed To be using The name Oswald in acTiviTles in- volving gun-running To Cuban exiles and gun-running To The OAS, The secreT army organizaTion in France. And This man, ironi- cally, was a Texan wlTh dlrecT links To Jack Ruby and direcT links To The CenTral lnTelligence Agency. 
So, This was lnvesTigaTed, quoTe—unquoTe, very poorly by The House SelecT CommiTTee on AssassinaTions, and, in facT, jusT |eT The maTTer drop because of lack of Time and money, They say. 

' 

* x x 

REHM: We are looking inTo quesTions relaTing The JFK assassinaTion To The ulTra-righT. And cerTainly one of The figures who sTands ouT as represenTaTive, perhaps, of The ulTra- righT, buT noT necessarily linked To The JFK assassinaTlon, is, as someone menTioned earlier, H.L. HunT. T 

Now, how does H.L. HunT figure in here? Dick? 
BILLINGS: l Think Gary is much beTTer qualified To answer ThaT down There in Dallas. WhaT l know of H.L. HunT is whaT everybody knows. He was exTremely wealThy. -He once -- hls picTure —— The flrsT Time l ever heard of H.L. HunT was in The '40s when his_plcTure ran in Life magazine, and The capTion Said, "ls This The rlchesT man in The world?‘ He may well have been, an exTremely wealThy oil billionaire whose righT-wing aTTiTudes were exTremely well known and who kind of represenTs ThaT sorT of conservaTive Thinking. 
Beyond ThaT, in connecTion wiTh The assassinaTion,

l 
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don'T see any very sTrong links. 

BuT as was poinTed in whaT Gary jusT said abouT a sus- 
pecT using The name Oswald, l spenT well over a year wiTh The 
House CommiTTee and l'm sure There are many Things ThaT were 
missed. And so all l can say To ThaT is leT's hear more abouT 
Them. 

REHM: Gary Shaw, There was an arTicle —-_and This 
admiTTedly came from one of These pulp papers -- a sTaTemenT 
made by John CurringTon, who was H.L. HunT's aide for some l2 
years, indicaTing ThaT HunT knew a fair amounT more abouT The 
assassinaTion Than he Had leT on. 

SHAW: Mr. HunT had his own inTelligence operaTion. 
A genTieman by The name of Paul RoThermel (?) was acTually run- 
ning ThaT end of Mr. HunT‘s business. And, of course, ThaT in- 
Telligence involved everyThing ThaT wenT on in Dallas, The oil 
indusTry, and everyThing else. 

Mr. HunT had an exTreme amounT of money, and was very 
powerful and very inTiuenTial. 

To Tie him To The assassinaTion direcTly is impossible. 
BuT To Tie him To The menTallTy ThaT possibly culminaTed in The 
assassinaTlon, l Think, is The only possibilify ThaT we have. 
He was a real exTreme conservaTive, righT~wing individual, and, 
as l've said before, had no love whaTsoever for The PresidenT and 
The PresidenT‘s ideas. 

REHM: There were reporTs ThaT Marina Oswald was seen 
aT or near H»L. HunT's office shorTly afTer The shooTlng. 

SHAW: Well, l don'T know abouT ThaT. We do know ThaT 
Jack Ruby, for insTance, had connecTlons wiTh The HunT oil com- 
pany and wiTh some of Mr. HunT's broThers, in facT. And we also 
know ThaT Mr. HunT gambled quiTe exTensively aT one Time, and The 
gambling lnTeresTs in Dallas, The gamblers, also close To Jack 
Ruby, were involved. ~ 

'
' 

l guess The biggesT connecTion ThaT's come up in The 
pasT few years —— and The House SelecT CommiTTee lnvesTigaTed 
This -— and ThaT was The alleged Oswald leTTer To Mr. HunT ThaT 
was wriTTen on November 8Th, I963, and said: "Dear Mr. HunT," 
basically, "l'm concerned abouT my job and would like To Talk 
To you furTher abouT iT." 

The Dallas Morning News had ThaT leTTer analyzed by 
Three handwriTing experTs, and all of Them said ThaT IT defin- 
iTely was Lee Oswald's wriTing. The commiTTee was a liTTle hesi- 
TanT in coming ouT wiTh ThaT from Their handwriTing experTs. 
BuT wheTher Mr. H.L. HunT was The HunT ThaT Lee Oswald was wriTing 
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To or noT is a maTTer of conjecTure, I Think. 

REHM: H.L. HunT lefT Dallas lmmedlaTely afTer The 
shooTing, didn'T he, Bud? 

FINSTERWALD: I Think The InTeresTlng Thing is ThaT 
he lefT under The auspices of The FBI. fhe FBI, for some reason. 
ThoughT ThaT his life was in danger. And he was The only person 
ThaT was flown ouT of Dallas ThaT day for self—proTecTion, appar- 
enTly. l don'T know whaT ThaT means, buT The FBI had some reason 
To believe ThaT, because of The assassinaTion, his life was being 
ThreaTened. 

REHM: Now, being flown ouT of Dallas and, on The oTher 
hand, being flown ouT of The counTry is a figure who does somehow 
geT worked in here under The World AnTi—CommunlsT League. And 
who was ThaT, Jean Rene... ' 

FINSTERWALD: SoueTre. And ThaT is The subJecT on 
‘ which Mr. Shaw is The world's leading auThoriTy. And I Think IT 

would be inTeresTing To The audience if he would explain how he 
ran across The facT ThaT This man was in Dallas and why he was 
flown ouT and by whom. 

SHAW: Mr. SoueTre —~ ThaT's spelled S-o-u—e—T-r—e -- 
a Frenchman -- Bud had acTually received in abouT I976 or '77, 
under The Freedom of InformaTion AcT, abouT 2500 documenTs, I 

believe. And one small page ouT of all of Those documenTs, iron- 
ically, conTained The informaTion, very fuzzy -— in facT, IT was 
laid aside for quiTe a few monThs because iT was aImosT —— you 
were almosT unable To read IT. In facT, IT Took a magnifying 
glass To decipher iT. 

BuT, basically, The documenT, The CIA documenT said 
This: ThaT John SoueTre, alias Michael MerTz, alias Michael 
Roue, was expelled from The Dallas area wiThin 48 hours of The 
PresidenT's assassinaTion, and wenT on To sTaTe ThaT Mr. SoueTre 
had been involved in an aTTempT on The life of PresidenT Charles 
DeGauIle, had defecTed from The French Army To The secreT army 
organizaTion aT doos wlTh Mr. DeGaulle over Algeria during The 
early '60s, and ThaT They were very inTeresTed in him. 

in ThaT liTTIe documenT, iT menTioned ThaT Mr. SoueTre 
knew a Dr. Alderson of HousTon, Texas. And so immediaTely, I 

made a Trip To HousTon, inTerviewed Dr. Alderson, who revealed 
To me ThaT he did know SoueTre, and, in facT, The FBI had Tol- 
Iowed him for abouT 30 days afTer The assassinaTion, waiTing To 
see if Mr. SoueTre and Mr. Alderson were going To meeT There in 
HousTon. And when They finally approached Mr. Alderson, They 
said ThaT Mr. SoueTre eiTher killed Kennedy or knew who did. 
ThaT was a direcT quoTe from Mr. Alderson. "

» 
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And so ThaT goT us on The Trail of Jean Rene SoueTre. 
UnforTunaTely, we found ouT ThaT Michael Roue, an alias of his, 
and Michael MerTz, also an alias of his, were boTh real and indi— 
vidual characTers. And we began To chase Those down. And To 
boil iT all down,.iT comes To The poinT ThaT Michael Roue ls a 
man also who defecTed, according To FBI documenTs, To The Algeria 
The OAS bunch. And Mr. Michael MerTz was also a professional 
assassin and one of The greaTesT narcoTics‘dealers inTo This coun- 
Try ouT of France. And so we've goT Three individuals of real 
inTeresT here, all of Them wiTh The possible capaciTy To commiT 
assassinaTion. ‘

i 

And for him To be in Dallas on The day of The Presiden 's 
killing and To be expelled is sTill a quesTion mark ThaT has noT 
been addressed. ~

' 

FlNSTERWALD: l Think equally inTeresTing is The facT 
ThaT The CIA Today inslsTs on keeping labeled as Top secreT all 
The documenTs relaTing To This whole incidenT. They were wiThheld 
from The Warren Commission. They were wiThheld from The House 
AssassinaTions CommiTTee. And we are now in courT, in a freedom 
of informaTion suiT, To see if we can'T geT These dccumenTs and 
shake Them loose. 

We acTuaIly know The whereabouTs of mosT of These people 
Today. Mr. SoueTre works for a casino in France. Mr. Roue is in 
New York CiTy. Mr. MerTz, unTorTunaTely, we don’T know where he 
is, buT l Think he could be locaTed. So far as we know, he's 
sTi|l alive. 

SHAW: AT lasT word, he was in Canada. 

REHM: AnoTher inTeresTing figure in ThaT same scene 
Jose Luis Romero. Again, wiTh an lnvolvemenT wiTh The OAS. 

Bud?
H 

FINSTERWALD: ‘Mr. Romero came forward wiTh a sTory in 
abouT, oh, someTime in The l960s, and his sTory was ThaT he had 
been approached by some Americans and had acTualiy been given 
$400,000 To execuTe PresidenT Kennedy on a Trip ThaT he made To 
Paris. And Mr. Romero, aTTer receiving The money, checked wiTh 
his OAS superiors, who said They didn'T Think iT would be very 
wise for him To parTicipaTe. So he kepT The $400,000 and did noT 
Take a shoT aT PresidenT Kennedy. 

None of us really know wheTher ThaT sTory is credible 
or noT, buT a book on The subjecT has been published. 

REHM: lT's inTeresTing ThaT he didn'T Talk To anybody 
unTi| nine years afTer The assassinaTion. ls ThaT correcT? 
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FINSTERWALD: i Think lT's inTeresTing if he would Talk 
-aT all if The sTory is True, because l Think iT would be exceed~ 
lngly dangerous. Because a number.of The people ThaT were in- 

i voived in"This vioienTly anTi¢GauilisT organizaTion are sTill 
around, are sTill well-armed and parTicipaTing in Terrorism in 
various parTs of The world. - 

REHM: BuT ThaT was acTually supposed To be a fake 
aTTempT on The life of General DeGaulle, wiTh The resulT ThaT 
JFK would be killed. 

FlNSTERWALD:‘ Well, ThaT's whaT The sTory is. I have 
“grave doubTs, myself, wheTher we should give any real credibiliTy, 
because I don'T Think“peopLe ThaT have received $400,000 and gone 
off wiTh iT are liable To do much public speaking on The subJecT. 

REHM: Well, iT's fascinaTing To me ThaT The man is 
alive aT ail, alive, Talking, breaThing, whaTever. 

FINSTERWALD: well, unless The sTory is compleTe baloney, 
in which case nobody would be lnTeresTed in iT one way or The 
oTher. 

]REHM: Yeah. You say There is a book ThaT is abouT To 
be published on This. is he, himself —- ThaT is, Romero... 

FlNSTERWALD: The book has been published. IT was pub- 
lished in France some years ago by a man by The name of Gille (?). 
And l have seen The book, buT The book, as»! say, doesn'T really 
convince me ThaT There's anyThing To The sTory.

_ 

BILLINGS: This whole subjecT ThaT -- 
l musT admiT is 

perplexing and frusTraTing. when l was wiTh The commiTTee, we 
used To Try and dope IT ouT in sorT of sessions afTer work, be- 
cause iT wasn'T —- There wasn'T enough To puT_TogeTher ThaT was 
acTually parT of The invesTigaTive plan. IT was known ~- and 
There's noThing kidding abouT any of This. IT was known as The 
French connecTion for reasons of -- ThaT was a good piece of 
shorThand. BuT iT was very serious among Those of us who had 
The wherewiThal and The Time To address IT.

T 

IT was a series of leads —- Those of which you men- 
Tioned plus oThers —- ThaT formed no picTure and There was no 
explanaTlon. l had hoped for a Time ThaT here mighT be, finally, 
The answer To one of my TavoriTe characTers in This whole ploT, 
a man named George de MohrenschilT (?), who commlTTed suicide 
during The House lnvesTigaTion. And The reason I had hoped ThaT 
is ThaT one of The reporTs abouT De MohrenschilT is ThaT during 
World war ll, or ThereabouTs, had worked for French lnTelligence. 
And l don'T know if jusT because.HaiTi is a French-speaking coun- 
Try, buT The facT ThaT he had gone To HaiTi and was in HaiTi, 
reporTedly, aT The Time of The assassinaTion mighT give us some 
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answer To This enigmaTic characTer, who is one of The few people 
known To have been very closely assoclaTed wiTh Oswald. And There 
l go back To my Oswald connecTion again. 

l don'T have any more Than a loT of inTeresTing ques- 
Tions abouT This business of The French connecTion. BuT l cer- 
Tainly am one who Thinks ThaT iT oughT'To be ~- hopefully, can 
someday be unraveled. T 

REHM: De MohrenschilT was The individual To whom Oswald 
purporTedly said -- qr who asked Oswald why he had missed, or how 
he had missed in The aTTempTed assassinaTion of General Edwin 
Walker. 

FINSTERWALD: Someway or anoTher, De MorhenschilT eiTher 
knew or guessed ThaT Oswald had been involved in ThaT. And a day 
or Two afTerwards he sorT of jokingly asked Oswald why he had 
missed. And This Turned ouT To be a raTher sour joke and caused 
a greaT deal of consTernaTion. 

l have some doubT in my own mind as To wheTher Oswald 
had anyThlng To do wiTh The aTTempT on Walker's life. BuT l do 
agree wiTh Dick, ThaT l Think De MohrenschilT is one of The keys 
To This. He did commiT suicide some several hours before a House 
invesTigaTor was To Talk wiTh him and while he was being lnTer— 
viewed by a man named Ed EpsTein. 

His is jusT one case of many where poTenTial wiTnesses 
who mighT be able To solve This disappeared aT mosT unforTunaTe 
Times. 

BuT I Think ThaT The French connecTion cerTainly is 
worTh invesTigaTlng. I know The House commiTTee did send an in~ 
vesTlgaTor To France once or Twice. He was noT able To make much 
progress. And when The commlTTee came To an end, we have all of 
These open leads ThaT Gary Shaw and l are Trying To follow up on. 

REHM: You've menTloned De MohrenschllT several Times. 
And in my own mind, I'm noT quiTe clear as To why he looms so 
large in The picTure. 

Gary Shaw, do you have some commenTs on ThaT? 

SHAW: Well, basically, he looms large in The plcTure 
because he was a very inTelllgenT man in The WhiTe Russian com- 
muniTy in Dallas. He was said To have been connecTed wiTh French 
lnTelligence. And There's some quesTion abouT him being even 
involved in UniTed STaTes lnTelligence. 

y 

BuT when Lee Oswald and his Russian wife came back To 
This counTry, iT was Mr. Oswald —- 

l mean Mr. De MohrenschllT who 
befriended The Oswalds. Here was The liTT|e warehouse worker and
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his Russian wife ThaT was befriended by The very eliTe De Mohr— 
uenschilfs, and became whaT some have Termed Mr. Oswald's baby- 
"siTTer. ~ 

REHM: And did ThaT relaTionship come abouT because 
of Oswald's wife, Marina, or did lT come abouT because Oswald 
was seeking To reesTablish a connecTlon wiTh Russians, having 
firsT defecTed To Russia, Then renounced The defecTion, reTurned 
To The UnlTed STaTes? lT's all very confusing. Why should he 
have soughT ouT De MohrenschllT? ' 

SHAW: IT isivery confusing. And, of course, Those 
of us who believe ThaT The enTire killing was a ploT, a conspir~ 
acy, we deem iT very consplraTorial in naTure,.and ThaT‘ De 
MohrenschirT's sTrange deaTh rlghT before he was To be inTer— 
viewed —— he had been making quiTe a few commenTs in The pasT 
few years abouT Oswald and The assassinaTion. 

REHM: Such as? 

SHAW: Well, he Talked abouT The TruTh noT ever being 
known and ThaT There was more To The assassinaTion and more To 
The Oswald scenario Than had been publicly announced, and indl— 
caTed ThaT he knew These Things and ThaT he could Tell more. 

FINSTERWALD: l mighT also poinT ouT ThaT De Mohren— 
schilT's own published manuscripT was obTalned by The House 
CommlTTee and published in one of Their volumes, and iT's an 
exTremely inTeresTing book. »

_ 

REHM: David Ferrie, I Think, is someone we really do 
need To Talk abouT in These lasT few momenTs. He did, apparenTly 
have a relaTionship wiTh Oswald ThaT wenT way, way back, did he 
noT, Dick? 

T BILLINGS: I Think ThaT's been made preTTy clear. IT 
was TesTified To To The Warren Commission. They chose noT To 
give iT much credence. The House CommiTTee looked furTher inTo 
lT, found even more wiTnesses. 

AfTer all, This wasn'T ThaT long ago, aT leasT when 
The FBl and The Warren Commission were looking lnTo IT. BuT The 
Time The House CommlTTee was, IT was I5 or more —— iT was in 
'50 —- iT was more Than ThaT. IT was in '54 and '5, when Oswald 
was a Teen~ager. He wenT To a couple of meeTings of The Civil 
Air PaTrol. And David Ferrle, aT The Time, was The commander of 
The uniT ThaT Oswald belonged To-briefly. And as l say, There's 
plenTy of TesTimony ThaT They aT leasT knew each oTher casually 
aT ThaT Time, and There's a loT more evidence ThaT They were in 
Touch wiTh each oTher in The summer and early fall of i963. 

REHM: Well, how does ThaT carry us forward, Then, To 
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To whaT happened To JFK? How does Ferrie figure inTo ThaT? 

BILLINGS: Well, whaT you do is -- okay, now where does 
ThaT Take you? David Ferrie was sorT of an odd-ball genius, an 
airlines plloT. He worked for EasTern A|Flln8S_unTi| he was- 
fired because he'd been arresTed a couple of Times on The morals 
charge. 

- REHM: STrange—looking fellow, Too. 

BILLINGS: He was a very odd-looking fellow. For some 
reason, some rare disease ThaT he had, he had losT all his hair 
and he wore a homemade wig and a pair of eyebrows.

l 

I Think, To geT To The poinT abouT him, he was -— he 
was very poliTlcal. He was involved wiTh These rlghT—wlngers 
you've been Talking abouT. He worked for BannisTer. He was a 
privaTe invesTlgaTor afTer held been fired by The airline. And 
he also worked for a man in New Orleans -- 

l should have men- 
Tioned ThaT David Ferrie lived in New Orleans. And lT was in New 
Orleans in The summer of i963 when he was -— when Oswald was back 
in Touch wiTh him, according To TesTlmony before The House Com- 
miTTee. ’ 

And lT was aT This Time ThaT he was working as a privaTe 
lnvesTigaTor for a man named G. Ray Gill, who was The aTTorney for 
The Mafia leader in New Orleans, Then and now, a man named Carlos 
Marcello. 

So The links Through David Ferrie go To The righT wing, 
The anTi—CasTro Cuban people, and To organized crime. 

FINSTERWALD: The one oTher sTriklng Thing abouT David 
Ferrie, and ThaT is, The nighT of The assassinaTion —— he was in 
New Orleans ThaT day -- he made an emergency l500—mile Trip by 
auTomobile To HousTon and GalvesTon, spenT mosT of his Time sTan— 
ding by public Telephones, walTing for a call; and Then reTurned 
in an emergency Trip back To New Orleans, where he was arresTed 
a couple days laTer. And The whole Thing has never been puT To- 
geTher. BuT The facT of his Trip and whaT he was doing and The 
facT ThaT he was a plloT raised a loT of suspicions as To wheTher 
he didn'T have sorT of a backup role To fly people ouT of Dallas 
or HousTon aT ThaT Time. 

BlLLlNGS: You've goT To add anoTher liTTle biT of This. 
I'm sorry. This is like layer upon layer. 

REHM: Of course. 
BlLLlNGS: We menTioned BannlsTer before and we men- 

Tioned ThaT Ferrie had worked for him. AnoTher man who worked 
for BannisTer was named John MarTin. On The day of The assas-
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sinaTion, on The evening of The assassinaTion, The DA's office 
in New Orleans —- and ThaT's The office of The disTricT aTTorney 
named Garrison -— goT a Tip from This fellow MarTln ThaT Ferrie 
had been involved wiTh Oswald, had in facT TaughT him To fire a 
rifle. 

T Ferrie had made This Trip To HousTon and Then GalvesTon. 
And on his way back, on ThaT Sunday, he made a phone call from, 
l Think, Alexandria, Louisiana To G. Ray Gill, who informed him 
ThaT The police were looking for him in connecTion wiTh The assas- 
sinaTion. So when he goT back To New Orleans ThaT nighT, he wenT 
To his aparTmenT and helsaw ThaT The cops were There. He senT in 
one of The young men who had Traveled wiTh him, who, along wiTh 
Ferrie's Then—roommaTe, were prompTIy arresTed. AT which poinT 
-Ferrie Took off and wenT up norTh a way To a place called Hammond, 
Louisiana, where he spenT The nighT. And Then The nexT day he 
came back and Turned himself in. 

The DA's office Turned him over To The FBI, who decided 
he had noThing To do wiTh The assassinaTion. And ThaT was The 
end of ThaT. 

REHM: Wow. There are so many hundreds of deTails here. 
And you, Bud, and you, Dick, boTh keep saying nobody's been smarT 
enough To puT iT all TogeTher yeT. 

Do you, and do you, Gary Shaw, suspecT ThaT The ulTra- 
righT had a sTrong role To play in The assassinaTion of JFK? 

Gary? ' 

SHAW: l Think They are men who, of The ulTra—righT 
leanings, ThaT had To have played a parT in The assassinaTion 
of The PresidenT. DefiniTely. 

REHM: Bud? 

, FINSTERWALD: I could build you a perfecTly good case 
for CasTro having done iT, The Mafia having done iT, The anTi— 
CasTros having done iT. in my own mind, i Think ThaT The biTs 
and pieces ThaT fiT inTo a ulTra-righT puzzle come closer To 
giving you a True picTure Than The oThers. BuT I'm cerTainly 
noT ready aT This Time, wiTh whaT we know aT The momenT, To make 
any sorT of judgmenT aT all. 

REHM: Dick? 
BILLINGS: Well, I'm noT The one who said we're Too 

~dumb To puT iT TogeTher. Bud said ThaT. You're going To hear 
from me Tomorrow abouT who i Think did iT. And There's no secreT 
abouT iT, because iT‘s in The book. l Think The Mafia did iT. 
And all I can say To your quesTion Today is ThaT The Mafia is noT 
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a liberal organlzaflon. And I don’? mean To say Thaf The con- spiracy had +0 be excluslve, +ha+ if was fhe Mafia wlfh nobody else. However, l wlll say fhaf you can‘? have Too many people 
In a p|0T and malnfaln securlfy. So I don'+ know. 

REHM: Rlchard Billings, coaufhor wifh G. Roberl Blakey of "The Plof To Klll Ihe Presldenl." On fhe +elephone wlfh us has been Gary Shaw. He's an archifecf In Cleburne, Texas. His book ls called "Cover—up." And Bernard Finslerwald, alforney "and Execuflve Dlreclor of +he Commilfee on Assasslnallons.
l 
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DAE February 24, 1981 l0:00 AM OW WashingTon, DC 

wman JFK; Search for Conspiracy, ParT Two 

DlANE REHM: We'll conTinue Today wiTh parT Two in our 
week—long series called JFK: Search for Conspiracy. YesTerday 
we heard abouT possible connecTions beTween Lee Harvey Oswald 
and various aspecTs of The inTelligence communiTy. 

Here's aTTorney Bernard FinsTerwald in an excerpT from 
ThaT program. 

‘BERNARD FINSTERWALD: He was a compIeTe mIsfiT, on The 
record. He kepT preTTy much To himseIf., He sTudied Russian, he 
sTudied Marxism, he read a loT of books on Communism. 

~ This raises a quesTion in a loT of people's mind. He 
was in probably The mosT Top secreT operaTion ThaT inTelligence 
had aT ThaT Time. The U—2 plane had never been made public. 
This was before The crash in Russia. And he was a radar operaTor 
and he knew The frequencies on which This whoie sysTem operaTed. 
He knew ThaT The planes were flying in excess of 90 O00 feeT. 
He had all sorTs of informaTion ThaT he could Trade To The Rus- 
sians, and claimed ThaT he did. 

BuT The quesTion arises, would The miliTary services, 
even if They were sloppy, have a man in a Top secreT program 
sTudying Marxism, sTudying Russian, doing all These Things? I 

Think if This had noT been in an efforT To build a cover for him, 
They would have had him ouT of ThaT parTicular uniT abouT The 
firsT week he arrived in Japan. BuT he sTayed in ThaT program, 
noT only in Japan, buT also in The Philippines and in California. 
So during The 2 I/2 or 5 years he was in The Marine Corps, he had 
a very high securiTy clearance, wiTh all of These raTher unusual 
TraiTs and habiTs. 
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When Oswald goT To Russia, he Tried, aT leasT on The 
surface, To renounce his ciTizenship, and he Told The Russians 
he was going To Tell Them everyThing he knew abouT The U—2 pro- 
gram. And as l said, ThaT was ulTra—secreT aT The Time. 

YeT, when he came back To The UniTed STaTes some 2 l/2 
years laTer, no one in The UniTed STaTes prosecuTed him for This 
serious crime. The facT is, There was never even any discussion 
when he goT home as To wheTher he was prosecuTed. 

If he in facT was a genuine defecTor, and noT some Type 
of agenT, l Think The minuTe he hiT New York, he would have been 
clapped in irons. ‘ 

REHM: Today in our firsT hour, we'll Talk abouT The 
Cuban connecTion, aspecTs of The Kennedy assassinaTion which re- 
flecT on boTh pro- and anTi—CasTro elemenTs in our socieTy. 

* ~X' ‘X- 

REHM: in any serious consideraTion of The assassin— 
aTion of John F. Kennedy, The Cuban connecTion is key. And boTh 
anTi—CasTro and pro—CasTro Cubans figure inTo The discussion. 
BoTh groups were unhappy wiTh The PresidenT. There were repeaTed 
aTTempTs on CasTro's life during The Kennedy AdminisTraTion. On 
The oTher hand, The Cuban exile communiTy felT beTrayed by Ken- 
nedy and blamed him personally for failing To deal wiTh more 
power and sTrengTh during boTh The Bay of Pigs and missile crises 

ln Today's second parT of our series called "JFK: Search 
for Conspiracy," we'll look aT The Cuban connecTion and The role 
iT plays in The PresidenT s assassinaTion. 

V Richard Billings is wiTh me. He's coauThor wiTh G. 
RoberT Blakey of "The PloT To Kill The PresidenT." Also, aTTorne 
Bernard FinsTerwald. He's ExecuTive DirecTor.of The CommiTTee on 
AssassinaTions. And Jeff Goldberg, Co—direcTor of The Assassin- 
aTion lnformaTion Bureau. 

On The Telephone is Paul Hoak (?). Mr. Hoak is on —~ 
he‘s ouT in Berkeley, California. Hels wriTTen a book called 
"The AssassinaTions." He also wroTe an arTicle back in i976 ThaT 
examined The inTriguing possibiliTies of The Cuban connecTion. 

* * * - 

v 

REHM: l Think There is some confusion in many people's 
minds, Bud FinsTerwald, abouT anTi—Cuban acTiviTy pro—Cuban 
acTiviTy, and how Oswald, The key figure in This whole Thing, may 
have been involved in boTh sides of ThaT. 

BERNARD FINSTERWALD: Well, There is a greaT deal of

Y 
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confusion. And aT leasT parT of ThaT, Diane, sTems from The TacT 
ThaT a greaT number of The leading anTl—CasTro Cubans in The years 
we're Talking abouT, '62—63, had been very pro—CasTro aT one Time 
and parTicipaTed in The revoluTion iTself. So you have To keep 
ThaT in mind. 

_ 
The oTher Thing is ThaT Oswald was connecTed wiTh boTh 

groups. For example, he offered To Train The anTi~CasTros in The 
Training he goT in The Marine Corps. AT The same Time, he was 
running a pro—CasTro one—man ouTfiT called Fair Play for Cuba and 
going ouT of his way To geT arresTed, and Then To geT on Television 
in New Orleans To build up some sorT of anTi—CasTro record. 

So you can build a record for him ThaT's eiTher pro- 
CasTro or anTi—CasTro or boTh. 

REHM: Paul Hoak, would you like To add To ThaT? Are 
There ways ThaT The Two acTlviTies can be disTinguished when you 
look aT Lee Harvey Oswald? 

PAUL HOAK: Well, l don'T Think you yeT have enough 
informaTion To be able To decide The acTuaI naTure of Lee Harvey 
Oswald's pro-CasTro acTiviTies. 

For example, one area ThaT has inTrigued all of us is 
his use of The address 544 Camp STreeT on some liTeraTure he 
handed ouT in New Orleans. Now if any pro-CasTro sympaThizer 
picks up ThaT liTeraTure and Tried To go To The Fair Play for 
Cuba CommiTTee aT ThaT building, They would find noT pro—CasTro 
people, buT an anTi-CasTro communiTy, really, Guy BannlsTer, a 
former FBl agenT, and his deTecTive agency, which was really 
keeping an eye ouT, l Think, To see whaT sorT of pro—CasTro 
acTiviTy was going on. 

Now, The real mysTery here, one of The big mysTeries, 
is ThaT The FBl knew before The assassinaTion ThaT Oswald had 
used The address 544 Camp STreeT. Now, we sTill don'T have a 
proper undersTanding of why The FBI failed To reacT To ThaT in- 
formaTion. IT has been widely speculaTed ThaT The FBl -- some 
FBI agenT in New Orleans undersTood ThaT Oswald was noT, in facT, 
an auThenTic pro-CasTro acTivisT, ThaT perhaps he was, for ex- 
ample, working wiTh some of The anTi-CasTro people, Trying To 
smoke ouT The pro—CasTro side. We jusT don'T even have The basic 
documenTary record on ThaT FBI response. ThaT hasn'T been made 
public yeT, so I don'T Think we can unTangle ThaT sTory aT This 
poinT. - 

REHM: BoTh sides, acTually mighT have had moTives 
for assassinaTing JFK. 

Jeff Goldberg, whaT do you see as some of The moTives 
of, firsT, The anTi—CasTro people? 
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JEFF GOLDBERG: Well, The anTi—CasTro people were hea- 
vily involved in The Bay of Pigs invasion. And, you know, iT's 
been wriTTen abouT qulTe exTensively ThaT The felT beTrayed and 
They felT ThaT Kennedy had beTrayed Them by noT supporTing The 
invasion, as They had been Told by Their ClA conTacTs iT would 
be supporTed, noT The air supporT ThaT They needed To knock ouT 
CasTro's planes when They were going To make Their beachhead. 
-And so They felT, you know, quiTe beTrayed by This lack of sup- 
porT ThaT had been promised To Them, and iT angered a loT of 
people.. And They became anTi-Kennedy people, as well as anTi- 
CasTro. 

REHM: Are There oTher reasons ThaT The anTi-CasTro 
people mighT have had To seek ouT JFK and do away wiTh him? 

FlNSTERWALD: Well, he —— 
l Think They were as angered 

by The missile crisis, where Kennedy quieTly and clandesTinely 
agreed wiTh The Russians ThaT if They would wiThdraw Their mis- 
siles from Cuba, ThaT he would see ThaT Cuba was never invaded. 
And from ThaT Time on, mosT of The anTi—CasTro acTiviTies aimed 
aT Cuba were preTTy much soTT—pedaled, Those originaTing in The 
UniTed STaTes. 

And The whole hope of The anTi—CasTr0 movemenT was ThaT 
They could be acTivisT enough so ThaT They could Take Cuba back 
over. And John Kennedy was sTanding direcTly in Their way. 

‘So 
l Think ThaT, plus The Bay of Pigs, had mosT of Them 

in a preTTy anTi-Kennedy frame of mind. 

RICHARD BlLLlNGS: Kennedy, in facT, was sending a mes- 
sage To CasTro in The summer and fall of i963 which —— l'm noT 
sure how much of ThaT The anTi—CasTro Cubans knew aT The Time. 
BuT iT’s become very clear since Then ThaT he was building Toward 
a rapprochemenT, and They musT have sensed iT. There was evidence 
of iT. And They had ThaT added To everyThing else ThaT's been 
said. 

REHM: Paul, whaT abouT The oTher side of The quesTion? 
How abouT The pro—CasTro people? WhaT were The reasons ThaT They 
mighT have wanTed To do away wiTh JFK. 

HOAK: Well, l Think whaT welre Talking abouT here is 
noT so much CasTro's sympaThizers in The UniTed STaTes as The 
Cuban governmenT iTself. And, of course, The main reason Fidel 
CasTro mighT have considered Trying To kill Kennedy is because 
he had fairly good reason To believe ThaT Kennedy had been Trying 
To kill him. 

lT's noT clear yeT how much CasTro knew. BuT we now 
know, jusT in The lasT few years, have learned ThaT The CIA, 
anTi—CasTro Cubans, and members of organized crime had been 
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ploTTing for several years To Try To assassinaTe CasTro. 
‘ REHM: Well, isn'T There a greaT quesTion in every- 

body's mind as To how much Kennedy himself knew abouT Those ploTs 
againsT CasTro's life? 

HOAK: l Think There sTill is. l mean This is a debaTe 
ThaT would be a very difficulT one. My‘own feeling is ThaT whaT— 
ever The TruTh is, l don'T Think iT’s possible anymore To argue 
on The basis of The characTer of The Kennedys ThaT They could 
noT have been involved in This kind of Thing direcTly. On The 
oTher hand, you know, Therels no real sTrong evidence ThaT They 
were involved direcTly. 

Again, The quesTion is noT whaT The acTual TacTs were, 
buT how CasTro would have perceived Them, if you wanT To pursue 
The possibiliTy of CasTro reTaliaTion. 

BuT l would like To add here ThaT moTive is one Thing 
and acTually having reTaliaTed is a compleTely diTferenT ques— 
Tion. l'm willing To say ThaT The quesTion of moTive -— There 
cerTainly was a moTive, a possible moTive on CasTro's parT, des- 
plTe The TacT ThaT Kennedy was apparenTly sTarTing a rapproche— 
menT in The fall of I963. 

On The oTher hand, l feel ThaT Talking moTives in This 
whole area, iT jusT doesn'T geT you anywhere. There are Too many 
people wlTh moTives, means, and opporTuniTy, l believe. ThaT ul— 
TimaTely we have To look aT The facTs of The assassinaTion Them— 
selves -— The facTs Themselves. And l Think iT's very imporTanT 
To perceive ThaT The quesTion of Oswald's True beliefs, his True 
moTivaTions has To be reexamined now ThaT we have really firm 
direcT evidence of a second gunman on The grassy knoll. 

The possibiliTy of frame—up has always been speculaTed 
abouT. You can'T have a frame-up wiThouT a conspiracy. We now 
know, from The besT scienTiTic evidence aT The momenT, ThaT There 
was a conspiracy, a second gunman, which really revives The ques- 
Tion of a Trame—up. " 

REHM: l wanT To go back To Mr. CasTro. l wanT To 
undersTand how, in your opinions, he learned of The ploTs againsT 
his life. I mean iT seems To me ThaT ThaT, in and of iTself, 
is perhaps a key quesTion. 

BlLLlNGS: All righT. LeT's go back also To The poinT 
ThaT Paul sTarTed To raise abouT CasTro supporTers in This coun- 
Try. There were numerous -— we have no idea how many —— agenTs 
of CasTro's own inTelligence, The DGl, operaTing in This counTry. 
And They would be The people who would have —— from anTi—CasTro 
groups ThaT They had infilTraTed —— reasonably been able To re- 
porT back and inform CasTro of The ploTs againsT him. 
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And also, The presence of pro—CasTro people in The -anTi—CasTro communiTies furTher confuses This issue abouT whaT kind of Cubans are we Talking abouT when you geT To The very imporTanT relaTionship of Oswald-wiTh Cubans. 
BuT To answer your quesTion, he had his own inTelli— gence nefwork To find ouT ThaT he was a TargeT of... 
GOLDBERG: And There were so many‘Tries, ThaT once The Tries sTarTed coming, he knew, you know... 
FlNSTERWALD:’ There were some 30—odd aTTempTs on his life. 

REHM: Well, any you mighT jusT describe some of Those. l mean some of The TacTics ThaT were even ThoughT To be possible ways To geT rid of CasTro were righT ouT of some exTraordinary science ficTion movie. ’ 

FINSTERWALD: Well, we Tried To poison him, we Tried To shooT him, we Tried To drown him, we Tried —— you name if... 
GOLDBERG: Powdered his beard, l Think. 
FINSTERWALD: Yeah. We Tried all_sorTs of crazy... 
BILLINGS: A conTaminaTed scuba-diving suiT. ThaT wasflii 

GOLDBERG: Shellfish Toxin. 
FINSTERWALD: 

l Think one -- you asked earlier abouT how did he find ouT abouT This. l Think iT's fairly common know- ledge ThaT The Cuban communiTy in Miami aT ThaT Time was crawling wiTh double agenTs. CasTro was sending over, in The hundreds of Thousands of refugees, some of his own people who had seTTled in Miami. And l don'T Think anyThing ThaT we were doing in The whole CIA operaTion There was unknown To him. And very frequenTly he would anTicipaTe Things ThaT we were doing, which we would indi— caTe ThaT he had preTTy good foreknowledge. 
BILLINGS: On This poinT abouT The Kennedys knowing or noT, iT really doesn'T maTTer. 
FINSTERWALD: No. 

BILLINGS: IT maTTers whaT CasTro knew, noT whaT The Kennedys knew, when you're Talking abouT CasTro's moTive. 
REHM: On The oTher hand, if Kennedy does no know, ThaT suggesTs a real gap in his knowledge, in lighf of whaT perhaps The CIA is doing.

y 
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BILLINGS: Very True. ThaT's anoTher issue. I agree wiTh you enTirely. 
REHM: Well, how do you Take ThaT issue? l mean, and whaT do you do wiTh iT?

s 

FINSTERWALDE He had puT his broTher preTTy much in charge of The CIA aT ThaT Time, so he should have had a preTTy idea whaT They were doing.
\ REHM: BuT l don'T have The impression he did. 

BILLINGS: ThaT's The issue we menTioned earlier. There were Two Tracks of programs. Bob Kennedy was in charge of some- Thing called Mongoose, and Mongoose was noT The name for The ClA— Mafia ploTs To murder CasTro, alThough iT was a program To oppose CasTro and Try To defeaT him, and The murder may have been sug— gesTed —- may have been discussed. 
BuT The ClA—Mafia ploTs ThaT we're Talking abouT, or have been Talking abouT, The ones ThaT originaTed in I959 before Kennedy came inTo office and were run by CIA people like William Harvey, were noT The same programs ThaT Bob Kennedy was in charge of. ' 

FlNSTERWALD: ExcepT l had a Navy officer come To me, giving up his whole career in The process, saying ThaT he ran one of These ploTs and he was personally briefed by Bobby Kennedy. Now, l don'T know wheTher you believe him or you don'T. 
BuT again, l don'T Think iT makes much difference how much The Kennedys knew. lT's whaT CasTro perceived ThaT was im— porTanT. Because if There is a pro—CasTro elemenT in The murder, iT would sTem from ThaT, noT from, in facT, whaT The Kennedys were doing. 

REHM: Does iT maTTer aT all ThaT CasTro himself denied vehemenTly ThaT he had had any role To play whaTsoever in JFK's assassinaTion. 

FINSTERWALD: You would hardly expecT him ia volunTeer ThaT he was responsible. 
REHM: Obviously. Obviously. 
BILLINGS: On ThaT, CasTro is capable of doing many Things, and lying is cerTainly one of Them. He was inTerviewed by The House CommiTTee and he spoke aT lengTh on ThaT, as well as oTher issues: noT only did he do iT, buT did he by any chance know abouT iT ahead of Time. And l personally believe ThaT some of The Things he Told The commiTTee —— alThough The commiTTee iT- self chose To believe him, I don'T Think he was Telling The TruTh 
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ThroughouT. l Think There is evi —- There is evidence ThaT 
CasTro had some wind of The assassinaTlon in advance, may noT 
have Taken IT seriously. And ThaT doesn'T mean he parTicipaTed 
in iT. 

FINSTERWALD: Dick, I wonder if iT mighT help if you 
would ouTline The several insTances of people making raTher odd 
Trips To Havana immediaTe|y aTTer The murder. There were a cou- 
ple of people ThaT were flown ouT of Texas\To Mexico CiTy and 
Then inTo... 

BILLINGS: l'm...
1 

FINSTERWALD: Maybe Paul would‘be... 

REHM: Paul? ~ 

HOAK: Well, if l may pass on The deTaiIs of ThaT. BuT 
leT me jusT —— could l jusT respond To whaT Dick said? 

REHM: CerTainly. ~ 

HOAK: The CasTro -— you know, ThaT —— whaT he said 
parTicularly inTrigues me because The House CommiTTee, in iTs 
reporT, had some very, well, unclear —- They had some refer- 
ences To whaT CasTro may have known ThaT were singularly inadee 
quaTe To explain The facTs. 

There was apparenTly a conTidenTial source ThaT The 
commiTTee could noT discuss in deTail ThaT supporTed The reporT 
ThaT Oswald while visiTing The Cuban Embassy, Cuban ConsulaTe 
in Mexico CiTy, had made some remark indicaTlng a plan on his 
parT To klll PresidenT Kennedy. BuT The commiTTee finally con— 
cluded ThaT The source, no maTTer how reliable iT usually is, 
apparenTly was wrong in This parTicular case. 

l Think ThaT polnTs up a whole area ThaT we haven'T 
goTTen inTo yeT. There's This whole quesTion of sensiTive in- 
Telligence informaTion relaTing To Oswald and The Cuban connec- 
Tion, Oswald's visiT To Mexico, whaT he may or may noT have said 
To The Cubans There. 

And as l say, unforTunaTely, The bulk of The House 
CommiTTee maTerial in This area remains classified, remains wiTh- 
held. 

REHM: On The oTher hand, l Think There are some deTails 
abouT ThaT Trip To Mexico ThaT mighT be worThwhile bringing in 
aT This poinT. 

HOAK: Well, leT me jusT Touch on perhaps The mosT well 
known pecu|iariTy, which is The phoTo of a man who is noT Oswald, 
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which iT Turns ouT was Taken -— well, several phoTos were Taken 
of This man, some of which were Taken aT The Time when w Os aid 
apparenTly visiTed The Cuban and SovieT embassies in Mexico CiTy. 

WhaT happened is ThaT.The descripTion of This man, noT 
Oswald, was aTTached To Oswald's visiT even before The assassin- 
aTion. So iT appeared aT The Time ThaT There was a possibiliTy 
ThaT This person had been using Oswald's name in his visiT To 
The embassies.

\ 

i Think Bud can answer a loT more abouT This because 
he had a greaT deal To do wiTh having addiTional phoTos of This 
person revealed. 1 

Again, we sTiIl don'T know The full sTory. There's, 
for example, The quesTion of was There a phoTograph of Oswald in 
Mexico CiTy? And even The House CommiTTee was noT able To Tully 
resolve The quesTion of wheTher The ClA or iTs sources had ob- 
Tained a phoTo of Oswald. 

GOLDBERG: JusT To add some more inTormaTion. This was 
in OcTober of I963, abouT Two monThs before The assassinaTion. 
Oswald vlsiTed The Cuban and The SovieT consulaTes in Mexico CiTy 
And The ClA had surveillance on boTh of Those consulaTes. And . 

when They Turned up a series of phoTographs of a man who was 35, 
sTocky —— The descripTion did noT TiT Oswald -— and They aTTached 
ThaT To Oswald's file, nowhere, when They wenT back afTer The 
assassinaTion, could They find, or have They produced To daTe 
any picTures of Oswald, even Though They supposedly had This sur- 
veillance, from eiTher embassy. 

FiNSTERWALD: Well, don'T you Think if They'd had ThaT 
phoTograph, iT'd been The firsT Thing They would have produced To 
The Warren Commission? l Think iT's fairly They clear They did- 
n'T. '

. 

And anoTher inTriguing Thing is ThaT aTTer abouT Three 
years arguing in courT, we finally goT ll phoTographs of Mr. X. 
And I found ouT only recenTly There's a l2Th phoTograph ThaT The 
CIA is sTill holding on To. O

. 

BuT in addiTion To The phoTograph, The CIA also had a 
wireTap on one of The —~ eiTher The Cuban or The SovieT embas- 
sies ~— because They have The acTual —- did have The acTual re- 
cording of a conversaTion beTween Mexico CiTy and New York, or 
beTween Oswald and The consulaTe. And They senT Those Tape re- 
cordings up To Dallas, and The FBI goT Them and lisTened To Them, 
buT They've since disappeared. 

GOLDBERG: ThaT was aTTer The assassinaTion. 

FINSTERWALD: Yes. 
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BuT The visiT of Oswald To Mexico CiTy hiT a raw nerve 
somewhere, because somewhere along The line The ClA checked ouT 
The passenger manifesT of every airline flighT from Mexico CiTy 
To The UniTed STaTes over a six—weeks period, Trying To locaTe 
Oswald, when in facT Oswald had been back in Dallas for some 
Three weeks before ThaT. 

A BuT his visiT To Mexico CiTy musT have been cenTral 
To someThing, because iT sTirred up a greaT deal of acTiviTy on 
Their parT. ‘ 

GOLDBERG: Well, one |iTTle addendum, also, is ThaT 
They aTTached The phoTos of This guy, who has sTill noT been 
idenTiTied, To The Oswald folder, and They senT This folder 
around -— This is Two monThs before The assassinaTion -~ To The 
FBI and To The Navy and To The STaTe DeparTmenT. And The CIA 
claimed ThaT They didn'T have a real phoTo of Oswald in Their 
files, and said They jusT made a misTake, They aTTached The 
wrong picTures To The wrong file. YeT They did have four phoTo- 
graphs of Oswald in Their file prior To This Time. Two of Them, 
which we discussed yesTerday, having To do wiTh The women who 
Took The picTures of Oswald from The SovieT Union, were Taken 
in l96l. And They also had Two picTures from newspaper arTic|es 
of Oswald from I959, when he defecTed. They made The UniTed 
STaTes press. ~ 

So They had These somewhere in Their files. IT mighT 
noT have been in his main file. YeT They claimed ThaT They 
didn'T have a picTure and They didn'T know whaT Oswald looked 
like, and ThaT's how They made This misTake. lT doesn'T add up. 

REHM: Then, does Mexico CiTy represenT The sTrongesT 
evidence ThaT, in facT, somehow, There was an efforT To creaTe 
a Lee Harvey Oswald and To have him perhaps Turn up in several 
diTferenT places ThaT —— This is a TigmenT of somebodyls imagin- 
aTion, or else iT's a deliberaTe aTTempT To Throw somebody off 
The Track wiTh anoTher human being called LHO? 

FINSTERWALD: Well, we'd discussed very briefly before 
The facT ThaT There had To be aT leasT Two Oswalds. Because 
while Oswald was in Russia, someone here in The UniTed STaTes 
was using his idenTiTy. And equally, in Mexico CiTy, There's 
every evidence ThaT someone claiming To be Lee Harvey Oswald, 
buT was noT, was visiTing The Two embassies. We have no reason ~- 
no explanaTion why. 

Again iT's a quesTion of all of us are Too dumb To puT 
This Thing TogeTher. BuT l Think we're smarT enough To figure 
ouT ThaT There were aT leasT Two people using The same idenTiTy. 

REHM: Paul Hoak, do you wanT To add To ThaT aT all?



HOAK: Well, l Think The significance of Mexico Ciiy 
To me is whai Bud said aboui a raw nerve. Whaiever The facis 
are aboui The Cuban conneciion, l Think we can all agree Thai 
The Tear of some sori of involvemeni, eiiher pro—CasTro or anTi— 
Casiro, casi a shadow over The eniire invesiigaiion by The Uniied 
Siaies Governmeni, siariing wiih The Warren Commission. 

' li was —— whai we knew —— whai The public knew was bad 
enough, Thai Oswald was an appareni pro—Casiro aciivisi. Thai 
raised all soris of quesiions of —— really of war and peace. Whai 
insiders in The governmeni knew aboui The plois againsi Casiro 
made The issue even more significani. 

lT really didn'T surface publicly, l believe, uniil 
aboui I967, when Drew Pearson published a column aboui The pos— 
sibiliiy Thai The anTi—CasTro plois had backfired. ln faci, he 
siaried The ariicle by saying Thai Presideni Johnson is siiiing 
on a poliiical H-bomb, and indicaiing Thai Roberi Kennedy was 
concerned, or had reason To believe Thai These anTi—CasTro plois 
had backfired. 

We sTilI havenli sorTed oui whai happened in i966-67, 
when This lnformaiion came oui. Bui iT's ceriainly clear Thai 
in The background of all The invesiigaiions ai The Time was This 
fear Thai eiiher The anTi¥CasTro plois or Oswaldls aciiviiies in 
Mexico or an impersonaior, or someihing like Thai, would lead To 
eiiher a massive conspiracy or The appearance of a massive con- 
spiracy. 

REHM: ls ii possible, in your minds, Thai Oswald was 
used by one side or The oiher in The promoiion of... 

BILLINGS: LeT's come back To whai we know a liTTle bii 
more aboui. l Think The explanaiion for The Mexico mysiery Thai 
Paul jusi made is an excelleni one. 

The associaiion, Though, of Oswald wiih —— leT's jusi 
say Cuban. 

REHM: Okay. i 

BlLLlNGS: LeT's noi necessarily specify whai his 
feelings aboui -—-These Cubans‘ feelings aboui Casiro were for 
The momeni. 

in New Orleans, we know Thai Oswald was associaied wiih 
Cubans. He handed oui The leafleis. And in one of The phoTo— 
graphs of Thai leaflei, supposedly pro+CasTro aciiviiy, and he 
is seen wiih a dark—haired, slender young man in his -- who ap- 
pears To be in his Tweniies, who has never been ideniified. You 
can speculaie he is Laiin. He looks To be Laiin. He looks To 
be, perhaps, Cuban. The ideniificaiion of Thai individual would 
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go a long way Toward giving us some idea of whaT kind of Cubans 
Oswald was really associaTed wiTh. 

We are furTher assured by The evidence ThaT Oswald, 
having lefT Dallas -— having lefT New Orleans before he wenT To 
Mexico, made a visiT in Dallas in The company of a couple of 
Cubans. 

I would venTure To say ThaT Those people parTicipaTing 
in The assassinaTion wiTh Oswald, whaTever The respecTive roles 
were, on November 22nd were Cubans. To Try and Tell you wheTher 
They were pro- or anTifCasTro, or wheTher They were one Thing 
and Oswald Though They were someThing else, we're back To puz~ 
zles. 

GOLDBERG: Did The commiTTee make any efTorT To Track 
down The Cuban man in The phoTo? 

BlLLlNGS: The commiTTee did noT make a successful 
efforT To Track down The idenTiTy of ThaT man. 

l, in I967, as a journalisT, made an inquiry, Through- 
sources, of The idenTiTy of ThaT man, and iT was a blind alley. 
l didn'T come up wiTh an answer.

R 

GOLDBERG: BuT l mean was iT a Task in I978 or '77 for 
The... - 

BILLINGS: I don'T Think IT was given a full shoT. I 

don'T recall exacTly whaT was done. l do know he was noT idenTi~ 
Tied in The House invesTigaTion. 

REHM: whaT abouT Ruby and his possible Ties To CasTro 
_ or Cuba? 

FlNSTERWALD: Well, again you geT Ties going boTh ways. 
Ruby made several visiTs To Cuba. The besT—publicized ones were 
in I959, afTer CasTro had Taken over. He made aT leasT Two Trips 
To Cuba and spenT The beTTer parT of a monTh There. BuT These 
were connecTed, again, wiTh The Mafia, who were in charge of The 
casinos There. 

BuT Ruby also was engaged in boTh pro—CasTro and anTi— 
CasTro acTiviTies in various places, including Dallas, New Or- 
leans. And again, The mysTery There is almosT as deep as The one 
wiTh Oswald as To which of The Cuban groups he was connecTed wiTh. 

REHM: BuT The Ties go Through The Mafia. ls ThaT whaT 
you're saying? Or are There some ThaT are direcTly To The Cuban 
connecTion? 

FINSTERWALD: MosT of Jack Ruby's connecTions seem To 
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be economically moTivaTed. For example, he was Trying To sell 
surplus jeeps and surplus arms To CasTro, and he acTually made 
several phone calls To a raTher well-known gun-runner who had 
been convicTed of shipping arms before, and he was willing To 
pay up To $25,000 To Try To geT a couple of Mafia Types ouT of 
Cuba. 

- He had a loT of connecTions wiTh Cuba, including a 
number of visiTs, phone calls, and oTher Things. BuT again, 
iT's noT clear in my mind as To exacT|y whaT The poliTical rami-l 
ficaTions of These were. 

REHM: Paul?‘ 

HOAK: l'm inclined To agree. l Think alThough mosT 
of us see Jack Ruby as primarily an organized crime figure, l 

Think iT's impossible To divorce any posTulaTed conspiracy by 
organized crime from The various Cuban angles. 

For example, iT is raTher difficulT To make Oswald inTo 
an organized crime figure, alThough iT can be done. And I Think 
iT's very hard To suggesT ThaT Oswald's acTiviTies in New Orleans 
and around 544 Camp STreeT are imporTanT primarily because They 
allow you To make a connecTion beTween Oswald and The Mafia. The 
Cuban connecTion and, To some degree, The inTelligence connecTion 
keeps popping up. 

ThaT's why l say ThaT This area geTs so complicaTed 
ThaT iT‘s necessary, l repeaT, To keep focusing on The facTs of 
The assassinaTion Themselves before you can sorT iT ouT. 

REHM: Well, l Think -— you know, l Think you make a 
very imporTanT poinT. And yeT, iT's difficulT. Somehow, whaT is 
known seems overshadowed by a loT of fragmenTs ThaT come inTo play 
and make you quesTion whaT The facTs are, make you wonder abouT 
The possible connecTions of all These loose ends. 

HOAK: Well, maybe This is a good Time To Talk abouT 
The one prominenT Cuban connecTion we haven'T discussed yeT. 
ThaT's AnTonio Vesciano (?) and Maurice Bishop, ThaT whole sTory. 

l'm sure many of your lisTeners did see a long arTicle 
on This in The WashingTonian a few monThs ago by GaTon Fonzi (?). 

REHM: indeed. 

HOAK: ...invesTigaTor for The House CommiTTee. 
REHM: He was on The program, as a maTTer of facT, sev- 

eral monThs ago. 

HOAK: Well, he can Tell iT beTTer Than any of us can. 

' 
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Basically, AnTonio Vesciano, a very prominenT anTi— CasTro exile, claims ThaT he saw Lee Harvey Oswald in a meeTing -- havlng had a meeTing wiTh a man known To Vesciano as Maurice Bishop, believed To be an inTelligence agenT who was essenTially running Alpha 66, Vesciano's operaTion, for some years. 
Now, some people Think ThaT This Vesciano connecTion is really cenTral, is really very imporTanT. I have To express my sympaThies, firsT, wiTh The House CommiTTee. Even Though They didn'T invesTigaTe IT To The degree ThaT some of iTs sTaTTers would have wanTed, I mean I Think iT's necessary To undersTand ThaT wiTh limiTed resources, I Think many of us would have puT Those resources in oTher direcTions. 
LeT me jusT explain very briefly my own personal in- volvemenT wiTh —— noT in The Vesciano sTory, buT in bringing This To lighT. 

REHM: Paul, leT me sTop you There jusT for one momenT. 
-)(- 

‘ 
<1 * 

REHM: Paul Hoak, go righT ahead. 
_HOAK: The l976 arTic|e you menTioned was abouT an Tnci— denT Dick referred To a few minuTes ago, l believe, The Sylvia Odio (?) incidenT, where someone inTroduces Oswald wiTh Two oTher Cu -— wiTh Two Cubans, and meT wiTh Sylvia Odio, a Cuban exile, in Dallas. 

The poinT l was Trying To make in ThaT arTicle, we had discovered whaT appeared To be a connecTion beTween The Odio incidenT and ploTs To kill CasTro. Specifically, AnTonio Ves- ciano and Rano Gonzales (?) had apparenTly been involved in an aTTempT To kill CasTro in laTe l96l. Vesciano escaped. Gonzales was arresTed by The Cubans on a farm ouTside Havana. ThaT farm belonged To The parenTs of Sylvia Odio. 
As a resulT of ThaT arTicle, GaTon Fonzi wenT To check iT ouT, wenT To see Vesciano, and he learned ThaT Vesciano had really noThing To say abouT ThaT, The allegaTions made in The arTicle. Obviously, Vesciano was noT one of The visiTors To Sylvia Odio. The descripTion didn'T fiT aT all. BuT Vesciano did have The sTory abouT having meT Oswald wiTh Bishop. 
And my own personal bias, which I have To spell ouT, is ThaT l have always wondered if Vesciano came up wiTh The Oswald—Bishop sTory as a way of diverTing aTTenTion from some- Thing ThaT would perhaps be more complicaTed, more inTeresTing, maybe someThing ThaT had absoluTely noThing To do wiTh The assas- sinaTion, buT someThing he did noT wanT revealed. And I have noT yeT seen any evidence ThaT Vescianols sTory has been criTi~ 
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cally examined enough so ThaT you can really —— well, l can'T believe ThaT he is ToTally credible in his allegaTion abouT seeing Oswald wiTh Bishop. 
FINSTERWALD: 

l Think inTeresTing abouT ThaT, Too, is The facT ThaT Bishop has never been found. lf he exisTs, no- body's ever been able To locaTe him and puT him down and quesTion him.
' 

REHM: And yeT, inTriguing drawings which show jusT remarkable similariTies To someone named Phillips. 
BILLINGS: id my mind -- and iT happens ThaT iT sorT of worked This way in The commiTTee's invesTigaTion —- The Odio allegaTion and The Vesciano sighTing were sorT of looked aT in Tandem, I guess because They boTh sighTings aT approximaTely The same period, AugusT and SepTember, of Oswald in Dallas wiTh cer- Tain characTers. 
To weigh whaT Paul was geTTing aT a momenT ago, how much energy and efforT you puT inTo These Two allegaTions, if I 

had To scale Them, l would say ThaT The Odio allegaTion is worTh abouT 8 if The Vesciano allegaTion would be worTh abouT a 2. l 
mean There's much more To be learned, iT seems To me, from a woman who Tells The sTory she Told Than Vesciano, who has a quick sigh- Ting of a meeTing wiTh somebody who is noT idenTiTied, and Then laTer who says -— who's noT able To shed any more lighT on iT. 

l Think The allegaTion ThaT Fonzi worked so hard on was one fascinaTing To hear abouT, buT iT never -— iT never came To anyThing very conclusive. 
GOLDBERG: Yeah. Well, l would jusT add ThaT iT does- n'T really Tell you who killed Kennedy, eiTher. l mean if —— ' iT's imporTanT, iT's inTeresTing To look aT. IT seems like Fonzi spenT an awful long Time doing iT, and he's aT~a dead end aT This poinT. 

The Phillips you referred To is David Phillips, who was a former head of The WesTern Hemisphere division of The CIA, and , he now runs a group of reTired former CIA officers. And he has been on Television wiTh Tony Somers, and maybe Fonzi. Somers also wroTe abouT This allegaTion. And he has denied ThaT he is Maurice Bishop. 
The skeTch was issued around The counTry by The House AssassinaTions CommiTTee, a skeTch which Vesciano did wiTh a police arTisT. And The AssassinaTion CommiTTee Took ThaT skeTch and senT ouT a call To anyone who knew whaT This guy looked like and —— or anyone who resembled This guy in The skeTch. And no— body's come forward beyond The allegaTion ThaT iT's David Phil- lips. 
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8uT whaT l was abouT To say is ThaT even if Maurice 
Bishop did meeT Vesciano in The presence of Oswald in Dallas 
six weeks before The assassinaTion, iT really doesn'T Tell us 
who killed Kennedy. l mean iT would be imporTanT To check ThaT 
ouT and find ouT who This inTelligence officer was and if There 
was a connecTion. BuT righT now iT's JusT a dead end and iT 
doesn’T really Tell us. 

REHM: When Vesciano acTually saw\ClA agenT David Phil- 
lips face—To-face, did he simply deny? 

FINSTERWALD: iHe said iT was noT Bishop. 

REHM: He said iT was noT-Bishop. 

FINSTERWALD: I Think There's a lesson To be learn 
from This whole Vesciano imbroglio, and ThaT is, one, how compli- 
caTed all of This business is. BuT The oTher is a Trap, ThaT you 
don’T wanT To Take one liTTle piece of The puzzle and arbiTrarily 
say, "Well, This is The key, cenTral Thing, and all of The inves- 
TigaTion sTems from This." l Think you've goT To keep working, 
Trying To find more biTs and pieces of The puzzle and fiT Them 
TogeTher, raTher Than Taking one, small, liTTle Teeny piece and 
saying, "This is The shining piece and This.is where iT all comes 
from." And ThaT's whaT has happened in This Vesciano business. 

REHM: Paul, do you wanT To add anyThing To ThaT? 

HOAK: Yeah. l Think iT's a very good poinT. live 
said for a long Time ThaT iT's necessary To look aT The acTions, 
for example, of cerTain members of The Dallas Police DeparTmenT 
on November 22nd, in The way They focused on Oswald. Now, if 
you find someThing suspicious There —— and, you know, l have 
suspicions, buT Theylre noT confirmed. if you find someThing 
suspicious in ThaT area, l Think iT allows you To narrow The 
scope of a possible conspiracy. 

l don'T Think Fidel CasTro was in a posiTion To influ- 
ence whaT happened in Dealey Plaza wiTh members of The Dallas 
police on November 22nd. l don'T really Think Fidel CasTro was 
in a posiTion To leT Jack Ruby inTo The Dallas police sTaTion. 
And l don'T Think eiTher Fidel CasTro or The Cuban anTi—CasTro 
exiles Themselves were in a posiTion To affecT whaT happened in 
8eThesda Naval HospiTal on The nighT of The 22nd, or whaT may 
have happened beTween Dallas and BeThesda To PresidenT Kennedy's 
body. 

REHM: Now, you're referring There To David LifTon's 
new book, "BesT Evidence." ' 

HOAK: ThaT's righT.
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REHM: And whaT? The poinTs ThaT he makes There had 
To do wiTh perhaps an auTopsy or some change in PresidenT Ken- 
nedy's appearance from The Time The body lefT Dallas and finally 
arrived aT BeThesda and The differences ThaT seemed To be appar- 
enT. 

‘ HOAK: ThaT's righT. ThaT is his basic allegaTion, 
ThaT The wounds Themselves were changed, which would explain 
The observed differences beTween The descripTions in Dallas and 
The descripTions in 8eThesda. 

l Think The mbsT, perhaps The mosT sTriking evidence 
he has found is ThaT The coffin —- The body did noT make an un- 
inTerrupTed journey from Dallas To BeThesda. There are wiTnesses 
who saw The body broughT inTo BeThesda in a plain shipping coffin 
wiTnesses who saw iT wrapped in a body bag. 

This is an area ThaT jusf has -— iT's new. IT has noT 
Thoroughly been invesTigaTed. l Think we can all agree ThaT, you 
know, if ThaT sorT of Thing happens, iT mighT shed lighT on all 
These oTher areas of The case. I Think There may be people lis- 
Tenlng righT now who know someThing abouT whaT happened aT BeTh~ 
esda or whaT happened —— may have happened aT WalTer Reed, who l 

hope would, you know, be in a posiTion To geT more of This in— ' 

formaTion ouT. l Think This is a very imporTanT area. 

And as l say, iT's relevanT To The Cuban connecTion, 
in The sense ThaT any kind of conspiraTorial acTiviTy like ThaT 
has To narrow The focus of any possible conspiracy. 

REHM: WhaT is The —- or, whaf are The implicafions of 
The idea ThaT changes may have Taken place beTween Dallas and 
BeThesda? 

HOAK: Well, Liffon really suggesTs ThaT anyone who 
made Those changes ThaT quickly musT have been parT of The con- 
spiracy To kill The Presidenf. I don'T Think ThaT's been es— 
Tablished yeT. BuT —- and, you know, again, l Think we mighT 
find ouT ThaT The fear of a conspiracy may have led To_a quick 
decision ThaT no informaTion ThaT a shoT hiT from The fronT was 
To be made public; or ThaT someone may have jusT ThoughT iT was 
necessary To find ouT immedlaTely exacTly, you know, whaT had 
happened. 

l jusT haTe To speculaTe abouT This because The infor- 
maTion we have is relaTively fragmenTary. BuT l Think The impli— 
cafions are very clear, if noT in Terms of a conspiracy, in Terms 
of The cover—up, The invesTigaTions ThaT did follow. 

REHM: Bud, l know you've read The LifTon book, and I 

wonder abouT your own commenTs.
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FINSTERWALD: I would like To sorT of answer ThaT wiTh 
a quesTion To Paul. - 

Paul, The Thing ThaT impressed me mosT abouT The LifTon 
book was The evidence wiTh respecT To The PresidenT's brain. His 
conclusion was ThaT when The body arrived, finally, aT BeThesda 
for The auTopsy, The brain had been removed, and iT was noT parf 
of The auTopsy. And I know ThaT since The auTopsy, The brain has 
disappeared and has never been found. , 

Would you like To commenT on ThaT? 

HOAK: WeIl,)he found a couple of wiTnesses who, when 
They saw The PresidenT's body, were sTruck by The facT ThaT The 
cranium was basically empTy. 

Now, mind you, I Think iT's imporTanT ThaT These wiT— 
nesses did noT find This suspicious. They ThoughT ThaT, you 
know, his brains had jusT been shoT ouT by The buIIeT. BuT Then, 
essenTialIy —— an essenTialIy inTacT brain Turned up laTer in 
The evening for The auTopsy, was infused wiTh formaldehyde, and 
was reporTed on several days IaTer. 

As.I say, iT's hard To consider This sorT of sTuff 
ToTaIIy innocenT. There may be a reIaTiveIy innocenT explanaTion 
under The surface. People in WashingTon righT now probably know, 
or have been Told, ThaT a IoT of Things happened for reasons of 
naTional securiTy. For reasons of securiTy, The body had To be 
separaTed from The coffin, perhaps so ThaT The Dalias auThoriTies 
couldn'T Take IT back and keep IT in Dalis. 

I haTe To go furTher on whaT This mighT all mean unTil 
I've heard more of These expIanaTions. 

FINSTERWALD: Paul, IeT me ask a quesTion. live heard 
This quesTion of The naTionaI securiTy raised, buT I can'T for The 
soui of me see, once The PresidenT was dead, whaT securiTy prob- 
lem we've goT. You couldn'T bring him back To life. l jusT don'T 
undersTand all The Talk abouT securiTy aT ThaT poinT. 

HOAK: Well, I Think whaT I'm suggesTing is someThing 
similar To whaT we know has happened in oTher areas. The whole 
quesTion of evidence poinTing Towards a conspiracy, True or faise. 

We know ThaT PresidenT Johnson was exTremeIy concerned 
abouT rumors ThaT The Russians or The Cubans were involved in The 
assassinaTion. 

REHM: Now, you're Talking abouT immediaTeIy afTer The 
assassinaTion. Yeah. 

HOAK: IT was wiThin weeks, for cerTain. I mean he
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persuaded Earl Warren To serve on The commission by Telling him, 
you know, whaT The esTimaTes were of how many millions of people 
would die if There was a nuclear war. 

lnTially, l Think, many of us found This, you know, 
suspicious on Johnson's parT. BuT l Think we now have more of 
a percepTion ThaT iT was, in facT -- could have been, could very 
well have been a wise decision. ' 

For example, if he knew or if he believed ThaT There 
were false reporTs of a conspiracy circulaTing, buT false reporTs 
ThaT seemed very persuasive, I Think you can very well jusTify 
Telling The Warren Commission ThaT, you know, "Our main job is 
To sTop These false rumors from leading us inTo a nuclear war.“ 

So iT's very clear ThaT issues of naTional securiTy 
did arise aT ThaT level in ThaT way quiTe quickly afTer The 
assassinaTion. 

REHM: BuT, Bud, you don'T buy Them. 

FINSTERWALD: Well, l can undersTand whaT he's Talking 
abouT. l don'T see whaT ThaT's goT To do wiTh securiTy wiTh res- 
pecT To The body being TransporTed from Andrews Air Force Base 
To BeThesda. Why would you have Two ambulances? You know, iT's 
as if you expecTed The Russians or The Cubans To snaTch The body 
ouT of The ambulance from The airfield To The hospiTal. 

HOAK: l don'T know. l'm saying ThaT's The innocenT 
explanaTion. There mighT be some innocenT explanaTion. l mean 
The oTher alTernaTive, well, l suppose, would be jusT To dismiss 
all The new evidence ThaT David LifTon has found. And l find iT 
raTher difficulT To dismiss all of his new wiTnesses, especially 
abouT The chain of possession of The body. l don'T know whaT The 
explanaTi0n is. ‘ 

REHM: The oTher porTion of inTriguing deTail ThaT 
you've been parTicularly inTeresTed in has To do wiTh The ba|lis— 
Tics evidence, Paul. 

HOAK: The acousTics evidence, primarily. 
REHM: And how does ThaT figure in here? 
HOAK: Again, I Think, direcTly, only in The sense ThaT 

l Tried To poinT ouT earlier: ThaT once you are convinced ThaT 
There were Two gunmen, ThaT There was ThaT kind of conspiracy, l 

Think you have To reassess everyThing you know abouT Things like 
Cubans, The anTi—CasTro ploTs. 

l wish, in a sense, ThaT The House CommiTTee had had 
Time To do This. The acousTical evidence, The evidence ThaT a 
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Dallas police Tape includes a recording of four shoTs, including 
one from The grassy knoll ~- ThaT evidence came To The House Com- 
miTTee relaTive|y laTe. And l would hope ThaT There's sTill a 
possibiliTy for someone To really conTinue The invesTigaTion and 
look aT The kind of evidence The House CommiTTee did come up wiTh 
in lighT of an almosT cerTainTy ThaT There was, in facT, a second 
gunman. 

BILLINGS: l Think iT's good ThaTlwe're going To dis- 
cuss boTh The —— and llm going To come back To The LifTon book 
in a minuTe and puT ThaT up againsT The acousTics evidence, which 
is darn solid evidence}ThaT should, and perhaps will, hopefully 
will, lead To a more Thorough laTer invesTigaTion of The assas- 
sinaTion. 

BuT evidence as compiled in "BesT Evidence“ by LifTon 
is The sorT of.Thing ThaT in my mind is so preposTerous ThaT iT 
JusTifies Those who would say, "LeT's forgeT The whole Thing. 
We're playing funny games again." 

l'm very boThered by The LifTon book, and l'd jusT make 
one poinT on iT, and ThaT is ThaT nine medical examiners, The 
besT in The counTry, including The one dissenTer, Mr. Wieck, Dr. 
Wieck, examined The X—rays and phoTographs, and They will Tell 
-you, and They have Told me —~ or The chairman of ThaT panel, The 
House SelecT CommiTTee's Medical Evidence Panel —- from examining 
The X~rays and phoTographs, They will Tell you ThaT ThaT wound 
could noT have been fabricaTed wiTh a scalpel, which is whaT Mr. 
LifTon suggesTs. 

As for The acousTics evidence, There is work going on, 
as I Think Paul knows, To evaluaTe aT leasT The meThodology ThaT 
was used by The commiTTee's experTs. And when ThaT reporT is 
made, hopefully iT will lead To a reopening or furTher invesTi- 
gaTion ThaT is necessary. 

HOAK: Could l jusT ask Dick one quesTion? 
REHM: Sure. Go righT ahead. 

HOAK: Do you know if The hypoThesis ThaT The body had 
been alTered was in facT considered by The panel as a whole? And 
were The BeThesda docTors and The Dallas docTors asked specifi— 
cally abouT The evidence indicaTing ThaT The wound was in facT 
diTferenT aT BeThesda? 

BILLINGS: Paul, unforTunaTely, you know, we're a couple 
of years away from ThaT. l had a discussion wiTh Mike Baden (?) 
recenTly, and l can'T Tell you wheTher he was specifically addres- 
sing The quesTion aT The Time. l did noT address The quesTion 
wiTh him aT The Time. BuT he was very, very cerTain IO days ago 
ThaT, from The phoTograph of The exTerior of The wound To The back 
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of The head was a Typical gunshoT wound ThaT had The abrasion 
collar. He said ThaT given 24 hours, Though iT‘s never been done 
before, iT mighT be possible To fabricaTe ThaT.wound ThaT you see 
in The phoTograph, given 24 hours. 

BuT if you go To The X-ray 
on The inside of The skull, where he 
of meTal and The beveling effecT, he 
have been reproduced by anyThing buT 

HOAK: l would cerTainly agree ThaT The medical evidence 

and you look aT The wound 
even sees a liTTle fragmenT 
says ThaT wound could never 
a bulleT. 

of alTeraTion is much hess persuasive To me Than The quesTion of 
chain of possession. BuT, you know, 
ThaT we have never yeT find 
before The House CommiTTee, 
was shown as a bulleT wound 
you know, ThaT The wound he 

I'd like To remind everyone 
ouT why Dr. Hume, in his TesTimony 
even in public, insisTed ThaT whaT 
—- ThaT The picTure of a bulleT wound -- 
remembered was four inches lower. 

ThaT was absoluTely bizarre TesTimony 
REHM: JusT To refresh. Dr. Hume was The physician aT 

BeThesda Naval HospiTal who did The auTopsy when The body arrived 

HOAK: And l wish I had Dr. Baden's apparenT cerTainTy 
ThaT all The quesTions in The medical area can be jusT dismissed 
as incorrecT observaTion. l jusT don'T have ThaT kind of confi- 
dence. 

REHM: Okay. 

l wonder wheTher There is a way To Take a look aT all of 
These Threads ThaT we call The Cuban connecTion and say There are 
sTrong reasons here To conTinue To pursue ThaT kind of connecTion 
ThaT This is where The answer lies. 

You've already said, Bud, ThaT There's no one place 
where The answer lies, ThaT iT may be in a number of differenT 
areas. BuT how sTrongly do you feel abouT This Cuban connecTion? 

FlNSTERWALD: Well, you geT sorT of a guT feeling ThaT 
The connecTions beTween The anTi—CasTro Cubans and boTh The CIA 
and The Mafia were so sTrong, ThaT jusT sorT of logically you're 
led in ThaT direcTion raTher Than The pro-CasTro direcTion. I 

mean CasTro did have a moTive and he probably had The means. The 
Cuban inTelligence agency is a fairly able group. lT could have 
been. BuT The oTher connecTions beTween The anTi-CasTros and The 
Mafia and The CIA are very, very sTrong and They're very well 
known. You geT jusT sorT of a guT feeling ThaT ThaT's where iT 
lies. ‘ 

. GOLDBERG: We probably should have sTarTed aT ThaT 
poinT, To say whaT The commiTTee‘s conclusions were. l jusT wanT 
To sTaTe ThaT briefly. They said ThaT —— They concluded ThaT
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CasTro didn'T have anyThing To do direcTly wiTh The assassinaTion, 
and They concluded ThaT They could noT preclude The possibiliTy 
ThaT The anTi-CasTro groups did have someThing To do wiTh The 
assassinaTion, supposedly involving The Mafia along wiTh These 
groups. BuT They couldn'T single ouT specifically, you know, and 
name names. 

WhaT They did say was, "We're Turning over The body of 
evidence ThaT we uncovered To The JusTice DeparTmenT for consider- 
aTion." 

FlNSTERwALD:' No, They Took The body of evidence and 
puT iT in The NaTional Archives for 50 years. They did jusT as 
bad as The Warren Commission when iT comes To The evidence. 

BlLLlNGS: when we geT To The subjecT of discussion in 
a couple of days on The involvemenT of The Mafia, l will have more 
To say abouT The Cuban connecTion. lT applies To ThaT —— we've 
already Talked abouT The ClA-Mafia ploTs againsT CasTro. You're 
beginning To see all These Things weave TogeTher. BuT To give 
you a full answer of how believe The Cuban connecTion works, we 
have To sTarT Talking abouT organized crime. 

REHM: There is no way To separaTe The Two, Then, you're 
saying. 

BILLINGS: I don'T Think so. l don'T have Time To do 
iT Today, buT l undersTand you have ThaT coming up. 

REHM: How abouT John MarTino? He's somebody who some- 
how embodies all of The differenT eiemenTs, The Mafia, The CIA, 
and The Cuban connecTion. His is a name ThaT l came across a 
number of differenT Times. He was The one who said ThaT perhaps 
The anTi-CasTros puT Oswald TogeTher. He died shorTly afTer 
making sTaTemenTs abouT Oswald To The effecT ThaT They had Ruby 
kill him 

BlLLlNGS: l knew MarTino. l'll Tell you whaT l knew 
abouT him. He was -- 

l don'T know how level he was. He was a 
gambler in Havana wiTh The Mafia. He was in a CasTro prison for 
40 monThs. He came To Miami when They released him, Then he con- 
TacTed me aT The Time on a mission ThaT he had cooked up wiTh 
some anTi~CasTro Cubans and was going To go To The agency abouT 
iT. And They were going To geT down and -- They had some defec- 
Ting Russian missile Technicians They were going To bring back 
from Cuba. 

well, ThaT was a preTTy good come-on for me, and l 

figured iT was. BuT I sorT of wanTed To go on The Trip anyway. 
And we Took a bunch of anTi-CasTro Cubans down There, and They 
goT a small boaT -- iT's a raTher long sTory ~- and wenT inTo 
Cuba, never To be seen again. 

-.. :-."~-"-»§-5;.~Ei'-;fl;.;<»;s- 1 ,
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l heard from MarTino aTTer The assassinaTion, and he 
Told sTories ThaT were haunTingly similar To sTories ThaT were 
Told laTer by anoTher Mafia figure named John Roselli, and ThaT 
was ThaT CasTro was responsible for The assassinaTion. 

I didn’T geT a chance To really pursue ThaT before John 
MarTion had died.

‘ 

FlNSTERWALD: Well, and also Thene are a whole sTring 
of whaT you mighT cail disinformaTion sTories ThaT were coming 
ouT of The anTi-CasTro groups Trying To pin This on CasTro, wiTh 
The hopes ThaT iT would geT The American public so worked up ThaT 
we would eiTher invade Cuba or do someThing Terrible. And a loT 
of These —— There's one involving The Buchanan broThers in Miami. 
There are a whole sTring of These. 

The_John MarTino Thing sounds very much like iT was a 
parT of Throwing sand in everybody's eyes. There's been an awful 
loT of ThaT in This case. TT's hard To separaTe ouT The facT 
from The ficTion. 

REHM: OT course, as you Talk abouT The anTi—CasTro or 
The pro-CasTro groups, l mean There for a Time JFK seemed To be 
saying —— well, he did say, "We won'T invade Cuba. We will noT 
carry This problem abouT The missiles any furTher." I mean There 
should have been some sense of relief or comforT on The parT of 
The pro—CasTro people,_aT leasT. 

FlNSTERWALD: John Kennedy was playing a difficulT game. 
You mighT even call IT dishonesT. He wenT down To Miami and ac- 
cepTed The flag of The Cuban invaders and said, "l shall reTurn 
This flag To you in Havana." YeT, aT The same Time, he was pro- 
mising The Russians he would never leT such an invasion Take 
place. 

BILLINGS: The assassinaTion, according To John Roselii, 
was carried ouT by organized crime and Cubans of boTh sides, pro- 
and anTi—CasTro. 

FINSTERWALD: Good grief. 

REHM: Paul, do you wanT To add To ThaT? 

HOAK: well, I'd jusT like To say ThaT regardless of 
The —— relevanT To The assassinaTion —— 

l Think The hisTory, The 
secreT hisTory of Cuban affairs (The C|A—Mafia ploTs, The acTivi— 
Ties of The exiles) is exTremely imporTanT. lT almosT goT us inTo 
war aT leasT once, in I962. l Think exile po|iTics sTill has a 
real danger. And cerTainly iT needs To be invesTigaTed and made 
public, noT jusT in The conTexT of The assassinaTion. 

l wouldn'T cerTainly urge ThaT The informaTion and evi-
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dence The House CommiTTee has gaThered in This area, as well as 
areas such as The medical evidence, jusT has To be made available 
To a wider public. 

REHM: Bud?' 
- FlNSTERwALD: Well, I'd jusT like To commenT on —-

l 

agree wiTh Paul ThaT somehow we've goT To pry The documenTaTion 
ThaT The House CommiTTee goT TogeTher ouT or The NaTional Archives 
where iT's been placed for 50 years. There are some efTorTs being 
made in ThaT direcTion.. l don'T know how successful They'll be. 
BuT we have goTTen, l Think, somewhere over 90 percenT of The 
Warren Commission documenTs, because They're subjecT To freedom of 
informaTion. BuT The House CommiTTee's maTerial is jusT locked up 
for 50 years, period. And.There are a greaT deal -- a greaT deal 
of maTerial There which would go a long way in helping us in This. 

BlLLlNGS: You've goT To go beyond ThaT. You've goT To 
go back on The ground wiTh a new invesTigaTion. The commiTTee 
files will be open To The JusTice DeparTmenT. You've goT To re- 
open iT. You're noT going To jusT sTarT reading a whole loT of 
files in The Archives and solve iT. 

FlNSTERWALD: Well, if you're waiTing for a Republican 
ATTorney General To volunTeer for ThaT, l Think you've goT a long 
waiT coming. 

REHM: Bernard FinsTerwald, who's ExecuTive DirecTor of 
The CommiTTee on AssassinaTions. On The Telephone has been Paul 
Hoak from Berkeley, California, auTh0r of "The AssassinaTions." 
Jeff Goldberg has been here. He's Co—direcTor of The Assassin- 
aTion lnformaTion Bureau. And Richard Billings, coauThor wiTh 
G. RoberT Blakey of "The PloT To Kill The PresidenT." 

$g@H@@,s_____Q_———————----.‘.‘.‘u‘...l.
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&5£CT JFK:- Search for Conspiracy, ParT One 

DIANE REHM: Americans sTill argue over how John F. 
Kennedy died. Was There a lone, independenT assassin, or was 
There a conspiracy To murder The PresidenT? 

The firsT official inquiry, done by The Warren Com- 
mission, concluded ThaT one man, Lee Harvey Oswald, shoT JFK. 
BuT in i979 a congressional commiTTee decided ThaT Kennedy was 
probably assassinaTed as a resulT of a conspiracy. 

Beginning Today and ¢onTinuing every day This week, 
we'll look aT various Theories as To who was responsible for 
Kennedy's murder. We'll sTarT wiTh The inTelligence communiTy, 
Then Tomorrow The Cuban connecTion. On Wednesday we'll examine 
The role of The ulTra—righT, and Thursday The Mafia. On Friday 
we'll have 90 minuTes of open phones.... 

ATTorney Bernard FinsTerwald is here wiTh me. Mr. 
FinsTerwald is ExecuTive DirecTor of The CommiTTee on Assassin- 
aTions. Jeff Goldberg is in The sTudio. He's Co~direcTor of 
The AssasinaTion |nformaTion Bureau. My Third guesT is Richard 
Billings. He's coauThor wiTh G. RoberT Blakey of a new book 

' called "The PloT To Kill The PresidenT." 
-X- * "X- 

Bud FinsTerwald, Lee Harvey Oswald really does remain 
aT The cenTer of This very complex seT of evenTs. And I Think 
To This day, we sTill ask ourselves -— and perhaps you do, as 
well —- jusT which side he was on. - 

In your opinion, do you Think he was more one of Theirs 
or one of ours? 
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BERNARD FINSTERWALD: Well, To This day Diane, I've 
never been able To conclusively make up my mind. l Think The 
inTeresTing Thing ThaT's impliciT in your quesTion is ThaT he 
-was a member of one lnTelligence side or The oTher. Because The 
Warren Commission, which is one of The Twd official versions of 
This, considered Lee Harvey Oswald noThlng buT a lone—nuT killer 
'noT connecTed eiTher wiTh The UniTed STaTes inTelligence agen- 
cies or The Russians. 

l Think from The whole record in The case, almosT all 
of us have concluded ThaT he was connecTed wiTh one side or The 
oTher. The quesTion is, who is The real Lee Harvey Oswald and 
which is The cover sTory? ' 

REHM: Do you have ThaT same quesTion in your mind, 
Dick? 

RICHARD BILLINGS: well, l don'T Think ThaT iT's as 
simple as a lone nuT or one of Their or one of ours. Because, 
again, as Bud says, ThaT implies ThaT Oswald eiTher had To be 
a lone nuT or a member of Russian or American inTelligence. l 

Think There are many oTher assoclaTions ThaT he could have had, 
and some of Them more likely Than eiTher The KGB or U.S. inTel— 
ligence. ~‘ 

REHM: Are There some direcT links beTween Lee Harvey 
Oswald and eiTher The KGB or The CIA or miliTary inTelligence, 
some definiTe facTs ThaT people Take inTo accounT and say, "ThaT 
looks very, very suspicious"? 

JEFF GOLDBERG: Sure. Nobody knows conclusively. No- 
body has, you know, a conclusive poinT of view of which one is 
True. 

l mean, l Think you have To sTarT wiTh Oswald's defec— 
Tion. l mean ThaT's probably where we should begin. He was a 
Marine. He was sTaTioned in Japan aT Sugi (?), and iT's There 
ThaT a number of wriTers and criTics have begun To quesTion jusT 
who Oswald was. 

The House AssassinaTions CommiTTee looked aT some of 
This informaTion and concluded ThaT Oswald was noT a CIA agenT 
of any kind. l could run down some of The poinTs ThaT The cri~ 
Tics have over The years broughT up as To being suspicious abouT 
Oswald's mi|iTary career and his subsequenT defecTion. 

He was ouT aT Sugi. He was doing radar surveillance. 
He was a radio operaTor. And ThaT base was known for being a 
base where The U—2 plane ThaT was doing overflighTs over The 
SovieT Union would come Tor repairs and was sTaTioned. 

Oswald leTT —— This was in I959. Oswald leTT There and
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wenT and learned The Russian language very quickly in California 
aT The El Toro Air Force Base. 

REHM: He was very good aT ThaT, wasn'T he? 

GOLDBERG: Yeah, in several monThs. He was given a 
crash course in Russian and, I guess picked iT up preTTy well. 
And he puT in for a discharge and he goT-iT very quickly. Cri- 
Tics have raised quesTions abouT ThaT, Too. He goT if wiThin 
Two weeks, which didn'T seem -— iT seemed Pike There was some- 
Thing fishy abouT ThaT. The commiTTee looked aT ThaT, Too, and 
decided, you know, ThaT The —- The Army, l Think, answered ThaT 
he had The correcT paperwork; and normally when people ask for 
a discharge, They don'T have all The paperwork in hand. Oswald 
had all The paperwork, and Therefore iT wenT Through wiThin Two 
weeks, and There was noThing really fishy abouT iT. 

He claimed ThaT he needed The discharge because his 
moTher was ill. And criTics have poinTed up To ThaT also, because 
his moTher really wasn‘T ill. ThaT had been a prior... 

FINSTERWALD: IT had been a year earlier. 

GOLDBERG: RighT. 

So he, in a very shorT Time, goes back, sees his moTher, 
and goes To New Orleans, geTs a TickeT and Takes a slow boaT 
across To Europe, ends up in Finland. There are quesTions abouT 
how he goT The money To do all This -— how he goT The money To do 
all This. And The f|ighT ThaT he goT inTo Helsinki, Finland has 
been quesTioned, because criTics checked and The flighT schedules 
were a liTTle off. 

REHM: whaT was his behavior like as a Marine aT Sugi? 
Did he fiT The normal paTTern of Marine behavior, eiTher before 
he lefT The Marines, or even afTer? 

FINSTERWALD: No. He was a compleTe misfiT, on The 
record. He kepT preTTy much To himself. He sTudled Russian, he 
sTudled Marxism, he read a loT of books on Communism. 

This raises a quesTion in a loT of people's mind. He 
was in probably The mosT Top secreT operaTion ThaT inTelligence 
had aT ThaT Time. The U—2 plane had never been made public. This 
was before The crash in Russia. And he was a radar operaTor and 
he knew The frequencies on which This whole sysTem operaTed. He 
knew ThaT The planes were flying in excess of 90 O00 feeT. He 
had all sorTs of informaTlon ThaT he could Trade To The Russians, 
and claimed ThaT he did. 

BuT The quesTion arises, would The miliTary services, 
even if They were sloppy, have a man in This Top secreT program 
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sTudying Marxism sTudying Russian, doing all These Things? 
Think if This had noT been an efforT To build a cover for him, 
They would have had him ouT of ThaT parTicular uniT abouT The 
firsT week he arrived in Japan. BuT he sTayed in ThaT program. 
noT only In Japan, buT also in The Philippines and in California. 

So, again, The 2 I/2 or 3 years he was in The Marine 
Corps, he had a very high securiTy clearance, wiTh all 0T These 
raTher unusual TralTs and habiTs. And as Jeff poinTed ouT, his 
discharge, early discharge was a phony. 

As To how he goT The money To spend To geT To Russia 
and so forTh, The Warren Commission claimed ThaT he had saved 
SISOO while he was in The Marine Corps. And in view of all The 
records ThaT [uninTelligibIe], I Think if he'd saved $l5 iT would 
have been unusual. ~ 

GOLDBERG: I Think one of The recenT books said he had 
$203 in his bank accounT. 

REHM: One of The quesTions I have is abouT The kinds 
of records ThaT were kepT on Lee Harvey Oswald during ThaT period 
and how we know quiTe as much as we do abouT him now. 

BILLINGS: One of The problems you've goT is ThaT The 
firsT invesTigaTion did noT have The inclinaTion To pursue as 
Thoroughly as They mighT These quesTions. And They are very 
boThersome. 

The House SelecT CommiTTee, which came along I5 years 
IaTer, puT whaT number of researchers and aTTorneys on This par— 
Ticular issue ThaT seemed To be adequaTe. BuT The amounT of 
Time, The Time ThaT had passed —— They did have an agreemenT To 
go Through CIA records. They did noT -- and we have noT really 
addressed The issue of oTher lnTelligence agencies yeT. BuT 
They did noT have ThaT same agreemenT wiTh The miliTary inTelli- 
gence agencies. 

All I can say —— and I Think The people who came To 
This conclusion were honesT -- is ThaT They were noT able in I978 
To come up wiTh conclusive evidence of an Oswald CIA connecTion. 
And ThaT's why The commiTTee made The conclusion ThaT IT did. 

FINSTERWALD:‘ Well, leT me jusT jump in and poinT ouT 
one Thing ThaT I Think polnTs up This quesTion abouT wheTher 
Oswald's career in The Marines and his career in Russia was 
genuine or wheTher iT was a cover sTory. l mean leT's go on 
The assumpTion Tor The momenT ThaT our lnTelligence agencies 
do creaTe people ThaT They do send abroad To infiITraTe Russian 
and Chinese and oTher inTelligence agencies, and They seT Them 
up wiTh a pro-Russian or a pro—Chinese, or whaTever iT is, cover 
and send Them on Their way. And This quesTion has always been 
alive.
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BuT when Oswald goT To Russia, he Tried aT leasT on The surface, To renounce his ciTizenship, and he Told The Russians he was going To Tell Them everyThing he knew abouT The U~2 program. And as I said, ThaT was ulTra-secreT aT The Time. 
he came back To The UniTed STaTes some 2 I/2 in The UnlTed STaTes prosecuTed him for This facT is, There was never even any discussion To wheTher he was prosecuTed. 
facT, was a genuine defecTor, and noT some nk The minuTe he hiT New York he would have been clapped in irons. lBuT The exacT opposiTe happened. He was meT aT The ship by someone from Travelers Aid. He was given air- plane TickeTs for himself and his family To go To Texas. He was noT, according To The CIA, even debriefed by The CIA. YeT The normal Thing under Those circumsTances would be, The minuTe he hiT The UniTed STaTes, was, he'd be served wiTh a warranT and puT in jail. None of ThaT happened. 

GOLDBERG: Nobody in The governmenT —— none of The agen- cies has admiTTed To briefing Oswald when he came back. And iT would have seemed ThaT They would have. 
And The oTher poinT is, when he wenT over, having been a Marine and having been aT The U-2 base, you would have ThoughT ThaT The American defense esTablishmenT, or The Navy, would have done some_kind of a damage assessmenT as To whaT kind of secreTs he was Taking over To The SovieTs. And none of ThaT was done, eiTher. 

And There isn'T ThaT much evidence of oTher like defec- Tors. BuT I Think -- 
l was reading Tony Somers (?) book recenTly, and he poinTs ouT ThaT There were only Two oTher cases of people who defecTed To CommunisT counTries before Oswald, and boTh -- who were in The armed forces, and boTh Times There were damage assessmenTs done of Their branches as To whaT kind of secreTs Those people would know and could give To The CommunisTs. 

REHM: Has any agency of This governmenf ever goTTen - from The SovieT Union informaTion abouT Oswald and The kinds of conversaTions ThaT he may have had wiTh Them? 
BILLINGS: RequesTs were made. And iT is my suspicion ThaT a loT of The informaTion ThaT had been obTained on Oswald by The KGB Through iTs surveillance of him during The defecTion was noT submiTTed, was wiThheld in The SovieT Union. 
BuT now you geT inTo anoTher inTe|ligence agency, which maybe youJwanT To hold up on a liTTle biT. I Think we oughT To conTinue more on The CIA quesTion before we... 
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GOLDBERG: l jusT wanT To make one oTher poinT, is ThaT 
when Richard Helms TesTifled before The House AssassinaTions Com— 
miTTee in I978 he was asked abouT This: "Why didn'T you debrief 
Oswald?" And his answer, paraphrasing, was, "Go ask ONl," go ask 
The Navy, which was kind of a new answer. 

FINSTERWALD: He said ThaT Three Times ThaT day, and 
no one paid any aTTenTion To him, which l Th0ughT was remarkable. 

REHM: Now, There was some reason for him To say ThaT. 

FlNSTERWALD:i Well, There would have been Two reasons. 
One, he was Trying To Throw suspicion off The CIA. The general 
ThoughT has been all along ThaT lT was The CIA. BuT as Helms» 
poinTed ouT, The Marine Corps is parT of The Navy. The Navy had 
Their own double agenTs senT abroad. lT's been known for a long, 
long Time. And if, in facT, he was an ONl agenT, raTher Than a 
CIA agenT, iT would have been up To The Navy To debrief him and 
do whaT They were going To do when They broughT him home. BuT... 

REHM: And whaT would he have been doing for ONl? 

FINSTERWALD: Well, aT This parTicular Time, when The 
ClA was fairly young and The miliTary esTablishmenT had jusT only 
a few years before been relieved of e good parT of Their duTies 
overseas, each of The miliTary inTelligence agencies kepT Their 
own people overseas. The Army, Navy and Air Force all had agenTs 
overseas. And l don'T know if They sTilI do Today. l suspecT 
ThaT Defense lnTelligence may have as many agenTs overseas Today 
as The ClA does. Nobody knows The answer To This. 

_ 

BuT These people have always been rivals. And whaT 
Richard Helms was Trying To poinT ouT was ThaT all Through The 
years he had been Telling The TruTh, ThaT Oswald was noT a ClA 
agenT. BuT Helms was noT in any sense Trying To say he was noT 
an ONl agenT. 

REHM: Wasn’T There some aTTempT on Oswald's parT To 
reach individuals in NorTh Carolina where This inTelligence 
opsraT|ons on The parT —— inTelligence operaTion on The parT of 
Owl was going on? 

BlLLlNGS: l have a problem wiTh ThaT. l know whaT 
you're referring To, ThaT he made a phone call, spenT his only 
dime on The day of his arresT, To an inTelligence officer, ex~ 
inTelligence officer in NorTh Carolina. My recollecTion is ThaT 
ThaT alleged individual -~ whoever ThaT fellow was supposed To 
be was inTerviewed, and iT didn'T -— iT was a lead ThaT did noT 
Turn ouT and did noT come of anyThing in I978. My recollecTion 
is ThaT he denied iT and his denial was believed. 

And The reporT ThaT Oswald made This phone call came
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from a Telephone operaTor who had wriTTen The name on a slip of 
paper —~ I'm reconsTrucTing from memory here. IT's anoTher one 
of Those fascinaTing leads ThaT doesn'T provide legal evidence 
of an associaTion. 

And I Think ThaT one of The Things ThaT was decided 
in The invesTigaTion ThaT I was a parTy To was, yes, To look aT 
The background of Oswald, as besT you could_ buT also To analyze 
The conspiracy from The sTandpoinT of whaT he was doing in I960, 
from The Time he goT back, and who he was associaTed wiTh and 
who mighT more likely, mosT likely have been in cahooTs wiTh him 
on November The 22nd I963. 

You have a number of very fascinaTing candidaTes noT 
To preclude inTeIIigence, U.S. inTeiIigence. BuT in The case of 
The KGB, IT was deTermined in The invesTigaTion ThaT They probably 
wiThheId informaTion from Their surveillance ThaT I menTioned a 
momenT ago. And They did someThing else. They -— There is a man 
named Yuri Nosenko, who was The Russian defecTor who, remarkably, 
came To This counTry righT afTer The assassinaTion in The very 
early '60s. 

FINSTERWALD: Dick, would you say he came courTesy of 
The KGB? " 

BILLINGS: Yes. Yes, I cerTainIy would. And whaT does 
A 

ThaT mean? I mean... 

FINSTERWALD: ThaT could mean a number of Things. 
BILLINGS: IT raises The quesTion of The KGB parTici— 

paTion in The assassinaTion. And we're, again noT being muTu— 
ally exclusive. I'm noT Trying To seT The CIA off on The side or 
give Them a TickeT To... 

FINSTERWALD: Paradise. 
BILLINGS: RighT. 
REHM: And one of The dangers here, I Think, wiTh ex— 

perTs such as yourself, who really been preTTy much immersed in 
This over The lasT number of years, is ThaT I Think we need To be 
fully explanaTory abouT The names. 

Now, Nosenko is someone who really does figure in in a 
very special way. 

BILLINGS: Yuri Nosenko is a man who defecTed from The 
SovieT Union in I9 ~— early I964, in January, I believe, and who 
became an issue wiThin The CIA, To whom he'd placed himself. IT 
was —— The facTion ThaT was in charge of his case in The beginning 
Tended noT To believe his sTory. 

_ __- ._,, __Ag4é_i11jii%iiIia-i-iiii---i-I-iii“||



6

8 

His sTory was ThaT he had been a case officer who had 
conTrol of The Oswald file while Oswald had been a deTecTor, and 
he assured his inTerrogaTors ThaT Oswald had noT been, was noT 
ever an agenT of The KGB, an agenT of The-SovieT inTelligence 
apparaTus. - 

Then, having been puT Through a long period of... 

FINSTERWALD: lmprisonmenT.
y 

BILLINGS: ...isolaTion in a CIA house, where he was 
kepT in a room very sparsely furnished, a single lighT bulb kepT 
burning all The Time dof allowed To speak To anyone, much like 
The hosTages we hear abouT in Iran. 

FINSTERWALD: IT sounds more like The Oulag Archipelago 
To me, To keep_a man in soliTary -- under These condiTions for 
Three solid years is somewhaT worse TreaTmenT Than The hosTages 
goT. 

BILLINGS: TreaTmenT borrowed from Russian Techniques 
FINSTERWALD: Yes. 

REHM: Uh-huh, uh—huh. 

BILLINGS: The men in charge of This Type of inTerro— 
gaTion were convinced ThaT Nosenko was noT Telling a True sTory. 
Then There was a shifT, and anoTher group of CIA officials Took 
over The case and They had a very differenT aTTiTude. They came 
To a very differenT conclusion. Their decision was ThaT he was 
on The level and ThaT he'd been TreaTed very harshly and unfairly. 
And by The Time The commiTTee invesTigaTion Took place, The pre- 
vailing Thinking aT The CIA —- and ThaT conTinues inTo I98! -- 
is ThaT Nosenko was on The level. And he's been made a consul- 
TanT. . 

GOLBERG: He was rehablliTaTed by The oTher facTion 
around i968 and made a consulTanT To The ClA on counTerinTelli— 
gence. , 

BILLINGS: And now lives somewhere on a salary of The 
UniTed STaTes GovernmenT. 

REHM: Okay. So how does ThaT speak To Lee Harvey 
Oswald? WhaT does ThaT say abouT him? 

BlLLlNGS: I'm sorry. I didn'T mean To Take up, buT 
This has a final ending. 

REHM: ThaT‘s all righT. ThaT's all righT.
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BlLLlNGS: The House SelecT CommiTTee on AssasslnaTions 
Took up The Nosenko case in l977-78. And whaT They did, a loT of 
research was done. And Then They Took The commiTTee ouT To The 
ClA on Two successive nighTs of secreT hearings. The reason being 
is ThaT he's being hidden and his idenTiTy is noT To be known. 
And whaT They did was —- There were, ironically, l2 members of 
The commiTTee, which is The same as a jury. And The commiTTee 
acTed as a jury, wiTh commiTTee counsel inTerrogaTing and cross- 
examining Nosenko as a wiTness. 

FTNSTERWALD: Did you geT a hung jury? 

BILLINGS: Nq. No. Nosenko came ouT To be noT.Telling 
The TruTh, and ThaT was The commiTTee's conclusion. 

FlNSTERWALD: Well, don'T you Think, Dick, ThaT ThaT 
was fairly obvious from The very beginning. Because similar To 
The way The ClA TesTiTied as To The ClA's noT debriefing Oswald 
when he goT back, Nosenko insisTed during This whole long period 
of years ThaT The KGB had no inTeresT in Lee Harvey Oswald and 
ThaT They dldn'T debrief him or cross~examine him when he wenT To 
Russia. And iT seems To me ThaT is paTenTly absurd, because here 
he was, an ex—Marine, and said ThaT he had had experience in The 
U—2 program, in The radar end of iT, which They were exTremely 
inTeresTed in. And for him To say ThaT The KGB had no inTeresT 
in iT, iT jusT seems so paTenTly absurd. Plus The facT ThaT he 
happened To show up on our doorsTep aT jusT The mosT appropriaTe 
Time. The combinaTion of These Two. 

I can‘T see why The ClA worried so abouT his bona Tides, 
as They puT iT, Through all of These years. lT seems To me he 
was a phony from The very beginning 

Now, The facT ThaT he was phony is one Thing. The facT 
ThaT he may have been Telling The TruTh is someThing else again. 
You've goT Two differenT quesTions. In oTher words, why did he. 
come here? Was iT To reassure us? And was he Telling The TruTh? 
BuT iT seems To me he was obviously noT Telling The TruTh abouT 
an awful loT of Things. 

BILLINGS: Well, The issue was ThaT he —— The issue 
I've raised so far is, was he Telling The TruTh? And you're 
righT. The sTory is hard To swallow on iTs face. BuT There was 
a long period where men of presumed inTelligence of some sorT 
over aT The ClA puT Their repuTaTions on The line To say ThaT 
The man was Telling The TruTh. 

And so iT wasn'T ThaT easy, especially when The com- 
miTTee -- you have whaT amounTs To a jury ~— is going To Take a 
voTe. You don T jusT say, "IT looks false on iTs face, and ThaT 
does iT." You —— whaT was done was ThaT he was caughT in many 
Traps, of whaT he Told The CIA in I964 and how he changed The
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sTory in I978. And whaT happened in The hearing, in The end 
when They faced him wiTh a Tape recorder of someThing he had 
said which conTradicTed someThing he was saying ThaT nighT, and 
he jusT said "l won'T Talk anymore." And The case was closed. 

ThaT's where The commiTTee lefT iT, ThaT he was noT 
Telling The TruTh. - 

FINSTERWALD: WhaT did They conclude from ThaT? 

BILLINGS: Well, The commiTTee concluded he wasn'T Tel~ 
ling The TruTh. Helms‘came in aT a hearing and said, in effecT, 
if he's noT Telling The TruTh, we have a serious problem. Or 
whaT he implied was an unTruThful Nosenko means KGB parTicipaTion 
in The assassinaTion, ipso facTo. 

ThaT is noT The —— To me, ThaT is noT The case. BuT 
ThaT raises The ~— The commiTTee did noT, as a commiTTee, did noT 
provide The meaning. lT jusT did noT believe Nosenko, and ThaT 
was The end of iT; 

Now, l've goT some views ThaT go beyond ThaT. 

FINSTERWALD: To me, iT would raise a much more -— a 
much sTronger quesTion in my mind as To wheTher The CIA had a 
hand in The assassinaTion. Because iT seemed To me They used 
This Nosenko Thing as sorT of a red herring for years To dis- 
TracT everybody, when iT would have seemed jusT paTenT|y obvious 
To me in The firsT place ThaT The guy was a ringer. 

-REHM: Well, Truly, I do wanT To ask you whaT The Two 
or Three sTrongesT consideraTions in your minds are poinTing To 
The CIA. There are Thousands of facTs ouT here, Thousands of 
facTs and Thousands of quesTions. BuT There musT be in your minds 
some very, very prominenT ideas ThaT sTick ouT. 

FINSTERWALD: Well, l Think The Thing ThaT sTicks ouT 
in my mind has been Their refusal, noT only in i963 and '64, To 
give all of Their inTormaTion To The invesTigaTing agencies. BuT 
going righT up To The momenT, They have goT a whole safe Tull of documenTs, if They sTill exisT, ThaT are labeled Top secreT. And 
if Lee Harvey Oswald is, as They claim, a lone—nuT murderer, There's no reason in The world ThaT These documenTs should noT have been given To The House AssassinaTions CommiTTee, no reason 
They shouldn'T be given To inTeresTed people who are looking inTo 
The case Today. BuT To geT a piece of paper ouT of The CIA Today Takes you years and years in courT. 

And iT jusT seems To me ThaT Their whole behavior wiTh 
respecT To all invesTigaTions can only poinT To someThing very, 
very serious in Their minds as To Their own repuTaTion. 
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REHM: ThaT's a large, sweeping sTaTemenT. 

How abouT you, Jeff? 

GOLDBERG: I would jusT say you have To separaTe The 
discussion. Okay. Oswald could have been an agenT of some 
branch of The UniTed STaTes GovernmenT or The KGB, and iT could 
have noThing To do wiTh The Kennedy assassinaTion. He could have 
been doing This work in I959 Through I962, or righT up To The 
Time ThaT he wenT To Dallas, and Those agencies mighT noT have 
anyThing To do wiTh The Kennedy assassinaTion. Maybe They selec- 
Ted Oswald as a paTsy, if he was a paTsy, because They knew ThaT 
Those Trails would lead To These oTher agencies, and Therefore 
Those agencies, iT would be in Their inTeresT To cover up, like 
They've done, Their connecTion To Oswald. 

REHM; You're saying ThaT if, in facT, he was parf of 
one of Those agencies, ThaT Those agencies would noT wish To 
acknowledge ThaT publicly, because Then iT does reflecT back on 
The agency. _ 

GOLDBERG: JusT like welre saying abouT The KGB. They 
could have senT Nosenko over wiTh a message ThaT "we had noThing 
To do wiTh Oswald," even Though They did have a loT To do wiTh 
Oswald. They were surveiling him all over The place, They were 
pIanTing microphones in his aparTmenT. ThaT‘s whaT Nosenko was 
now saying To The AssassinaTions CommiTTee. BuT They really had 
noThing To do wiTh The assassinaTion. So They’re sending over 
This high-level defecTor wiTh This message ThaT's going To be 
believed, They hope, by The American inTelIigence communiTy ThaT 
"no, we had noThing To do wiTh The assassinaTion." 

REHM: whaT abouT The FBI? Are There indicaTions, in 
your mind, ThaT oughT To be looked aT very carefully ThaT show 
a very prominenT role ThaT The FBI may have played in The assas- 
slnaTion? 7 

FINSTERWALD: I'd make The same disTincTion ThaT Jeff 
made wiTh respecT To whaT happened before The assassinaTion and 
whaT happened afTerwards. I see noThing of any imporTance ThaT 

_ happened before The assasslnaTion ThaT would casT any shadow on 
The FBI. A loT of Things ThaT happened afTer The assasslnaTion 
raise a loT of quesTion as To Their role in The invesTigaTion, 
in Their aTTempTs To cover up. 

I guess The prominenT one was ThaT Oswald had delivered 
some Type of ThreaTenIng noTe To an FBI agenT a couple of —~ IO 
days, Two weeks before The assassinaTion. And The minuTe ThaT 
Ruby killed Oswald and Oswald was ouT of The way and couldn'T 
answer, ThaT noTe was flushed down The ToiIeT. I don'T Think 
ThaT incidenT in iTseIf probably amounTs To a greaT deal, buT I 

Think iT shows The aTTiTude of The FBI Toward This invesTigaTion.
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They concluded wiThin a maTTer of Three or four days afTer Oswald 
died ThaT he was a lone-nuT killer, and They never really pursued 
The invesTigaTion aTTer ThaT. They would do jusT as much as The 
Warren Commission asked, and no more. 

REHM: See,.The Thing ThaT I keep clouding in my own 
mind -- and l wonder wheTher oThers do, as well -— is ThaT if 
There was indeed an inTended cover-up on'The parT of any of These 
agencies, does ThaT necessarily reflecT back on compliclTy in The 
acT iTself, and, you know, wheTher There is any connecTion There? 

Dick? 1 

BILLINGS: The answer is ThaT no, iT is noT necessarily 
linked back To compIiciTy._ 

You've goT cases where The FBI and The CIA did Terrible 
Things in The period -— in The afTermaTh, during The Warren Com- 
mission invesTigaTion. 

REHM: Give me an example of some of Those Terrible 
Things. 

BILLINGS: I will. Bud menTioned one. The FBI covered" 
up The flushing of The noTe. The FBI also covered up The facT 
ThaT They disciplined, i believe, I6 officials and agenTs for noT 
having spoTTed Oswald beforehand. They did everyThing They could 
To make iT appear ThaT They had done an exquisiTe job of preparing 
ahead of Time and invesTigaTing The assassinaTion afTerward. 

AcTual|y, The worsT cover—up of all in The —— during The 
period of The Warren Commission invesTigaTion was The work of The 
CIA, noT The FBI, by wiThholding, deliberaTely wiThholding The 
lnformaTion of The CIA and Mafia ploTs, ploTs againsT Fidel CasTro 
ThaT The CIA had engaged in during The Kennedy AdminisTraTion —- 
in facT, sTarTing jusT before he came inTo office -— even Though 
The DirecTor of The CIA aT The Time The ploTs were iniTiaTed was 
a member of The commission, Allen Dulles. He knew abouT Them, 
of course. BuT The commission was never informed of The ClA— 
Mafia ploTs. ‘ 

And had There been TesTimony by -— This is greaT second- 
guessing on The parT of The Warren Commission counsel, such as The 
chief counsel ~- general counsel Rankin. BuT They, when asked 
abouT This in The commiTTee hearings in I978, said, "Well, of 
course, if we had known abouT The ClA—Mafia ploTs, we would have 
looked aT The assassinaTion in a very differenT way." 

ThaT kind of cover-up is —~ oughf To be criTlcized and 
considered noT jusT in Terms of who were The conspiraTors, buT in 
Terms of how you handle invesTigaTions of This sorT.
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GOLDBERG: As a fooTnoTe To ThaT, There's a Warren Com- 
mission TranscripT of Allen Dulles Talking, and he was -— you 
know, This goes To The quesTion of was Oswald an agenT. This is 
The former DirecTor of The CIA. _And he was asked by one of The 
oTher -- by one of The cousels or one of The oTher members of The 
Warren Commission wheTher a CIA agenT would answer quesTions abouT 
someone ThaT he recruiTed. In oTher words, if Oswald —- if some- 
one —~ if Oswaldls case officer was asked, "Was Oswald one of 
your agenTs?" And Dulles replied, "No, he wouldn'T Tell, even 
under oaTh." And he said, "He mighT noT even Tell his own" —— 
The officer mighT noT even Tell his own chief ThaT The guy was 
one of his recruiTs. , 

So ThaT, you know, goes To The problem of how To decide 
wheTher Oswald was, in facT, an agenT. There's cover sTories and 
There's cover files, we've learned. And we have, you know, on 
The TranscripT, Allen Dulles saying, "No, we wouldn'T Tell." 

And we also have The problem of The Defense DeparTmenT. 
They have never revealed any of Their files abouT Oswald. 

FlNSTERWALD: Well, The Army lnTelligence people say 
ThaT, in rouTine desTrucTion, They've burned all Their files on 
The Kennedy assassinaTion. 

GOLDBERG: l will poinT ouT The House AssassinaTions 
CommiTTee did look inTo This, did whaT They could. They wroTe 
ThaT iT was very disTurbing To Them, The facT ThaT The Army could 
noT locaTe any of The files, had To desTroy files. And iT was 
even more especially disTurbing because They didn'T give The 
files To The Warren Commission, eiTher. So, you know. 

-if -E ‘X 

REHM: As you Talk abouT These various inTelligence 
agency officials and how They simply eiTher denied or refused To 
answer, iT makes me wonder abouT The role of The press in all 
This and wheTher There was pursuiT on Their parT, as we saw wiTh 
WaTergaTe, for insTance. Do you feel ThaT The press, somehow, 
did noT pursue This To The exTenT ThaT iT mighT have been pur- 
sued? And had iT done so, mighT we have goTTen farTher wiTh 
The quesTions abouT The inTelligence agencies? 

BILLINGS: l guess l'd beTTer Take ThaT one, because 
l'm one of The culpriTs. 

AT The very beginning, l can say from experience —-
l 

flew To Dallas The afTernoon of The 22nd. l aT ThaT Time was 
Miami bureau chief of Life magazine. And l was There a week. 
The evenTs of The very momenT in The week's afTermaTh were so 
fasT—moving. JusT To documenT and record in words and picTures, 
and whaT have you, by The media of all kinds —- newspaper, Tele-
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vision, magazine —~ was a monumenTal Task. And nobody, nobody 
was really going ouT and doing Their own invesTigaTive journa- 
lism. 

I would geT on The phone wiTh my boss in New York and 
geT asked a ioT of quesTions l ThoughT were absurd aT The Time: 
"Well, how do you know ThaT gun belonged To ThaT guy ThaT They 
picked up and goT shoT on Sunday?" This_would be abouT like 
Three days, five days afTer The assassinaTion iTself. And lid 
say, "Hey, l don'T have Time To worry abouT ThaT now." 

Okay. ThaT's an excuse for The —— perhaps, for The 
very momenT. I reflecjed on lT —- also, iT was a very TraumaTlc 
experience for everybody down There. l remember reTurning To 
Miami and saying, "Well, l'm glad ThaT's over." And l didn'T 
pay a loT of aTTenTion To The assasslnaTion unTil The Warren 
Commission came ouT wiTh iTs reporT. 

l musT say ThaT The response by The press To The Warren 
Commission reporT was uncriTical and very -- iT did noT serve The 
American public well aT all. 

GOLDBERG: lT was a dlfferenT era, also. l mean... 

REHM: A diTTerenT era of journalism, as well. 

GOLDBERG: We didn'T have The kind of invesTigaTive 
reporTlng.ThaT we had during WaTergaTe. 

BlLLlNGS: Well, ThaT's True, buT... 

GOLDBERG: We didn‘T have —— we didn'T know abouT The 
ClA—Mafia ploTs. We TrusTed whaT The FBI Told us in Those days. 

BILLINGS: Yeah, buT whaT happened was —— leT me jusT 
finish This one. My own reacTion To iT was: "Okay. l go on. 
Life magazine boughT The Warren Commission reporT and prinTed iT 
as dicTaTed To by The governmenT. We beiieve The governmenT.“ 
ThaT was jusT whaT Jeff was saying. 

- WhaT The press finally responded To was The criTical 
liTeraTure. when Lane and Then EpsTein, Weisberg came ouT wiTh 
The firsT books... 

REHM: You're Talking abouT Mark Lane. 

BlLLlNGS: I'm Talking abouT Mark Lane in "Rush To 
JudgmenT. l'm Talking abouT "lnquesT" by Edward J. EpsTein, 
The "WhiTewash" books by Harold Weisberg. 

ThaT finally goT some of The press on iTs Toes. Life 
finally did a piece, ThaT l was responsible for in many ways,
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which Took The gold posiTion ThaT There was a maTTer of reason- 
able doubT. Look and The SaTurday Evening PosT, boTh aT The 
same Time, came ouT wiTh quesTions. 

However, The press in eneral rallied behin The Warr Q 9 
mmisslon, To The poinT ThaT by The Time ThaT Mr. Garrison, J m 

Garrison, The DisTricT ATTorney in New Onleans, had gone Through 
s le anTics, his liTTle game in New Orleans, The press was 

again back foursquare behind The Warren Commission. 

CBS, in I967‘-— This is before Garrison, buT parT of 
—— did iTs own lnve§TigaTion and supporTed The Warren Commis- 

sion. By i970, '68-70, There was no inclinaTion on The parT o 
he press To quesTion, and iT didn'T quesTion again unTil The 
revelaTlons, such as The ClA—Mafia ploTs. And ThaT finally 
The press curious again. BuT by Then, iT was I976. 

goT 

FINSTERWALD: Of course, l'm convinced Today ThaT if 
a loT of The major newspapers in The counTry published a headli 
"Kennedy MysTery Finally Solved: CasTro Killed Kennedy," on ThaT 
very day The WashingTon PosT would run a headline abouT The Econ- 
o ICS M|nisTer in AfghanisTan having resigned. 

publisher 
Kennedys 
newspaper 

someThlng 

REHM: Now, whaT do you mean by ThaT? 

FINSTERWALD: There are cerTain newspapers in This 
counTry and parTicularly The WashingTon PosT, ThaT are so vio- 
lenTly opposed To anyone quesTioning The lone-nuT killer Theor 

REHM: why? 
FINSTERWALD: ...ThaT They publish pracTically noThing 
l don’T know why. ThaT's a good quesTion, because The 
of The PosT is supposedly a very good friend of John 
The PosT has been —— probably The mosT biased major 

in The counTry. 

GOLDBERG: Well, l musT say They allowed me To wriTe 
Two years ago. 

FINSTERWALD: Well, occasionally They do allow some- 
BuT as I say, The day ThaT everybody else TrumpeTs 

aT Tle day is solved, llm convinced The PosT is going To run 
someThing abouT ArgenTina or AfghanlsTan or someThing. 

l don'T know whaT The problem is. Their review of The 
liTeraTure on The subjecT has been aTrocious. They prinT some- 
Thlng on page l4 someTime if someThing really momenTous happens 

BuT l mighT add To ThaT ThaT I Think ThaT's nowhere 
near as shocking as The aTTiTude~ThaT The Congress has had and
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is Taking. Because you geT a commiTTee of Congress, a commiTTee 
of The House, concluding ThaT There was a likely conspiracy in 
The case hoTh of John Kennedy and Dr. King, and yeT They can'T 
waiT To drop The whole subjecT, noT having any inTeresT in who 
The conspiraTors were. 

You would Think, having concluded ThaT There was a 
conspiracy in boTh cases, ThaT They would feel ThaT They had To 
go on and make every efforT They could To find ouT whaT The 
conspiracies were abouT. They dropped lT like a hoT poTaTo and 
They have no inTenTions of doing anyThing wiTh iT ever. 

REHM: Going‘back To The CenTral inTelligence Agency. 
Wasn'T There an indicaTion ThaT some of Oswald's relaTives mighT 
have had some connecTions To The CIA? 

FlNSTERWALD: Well, he had a cousin, Marilyn, who Tra— 
veled all over The world... 

REHM: WhaT abouT his uncle, Bud? wasn‘T There some 
connecTion There, as well? 

FINSTERWALD: Well, his uncle was connecTed To The 
Mafia. He had an Uncle DuTTs (?) who was connecTed To The Mafia 
machine. And his moTher acTually had some connecTions To The 
minor Mafia members in New Orleans. 

The only inTelligence connecTion l recall is ThaT of 
Marilyn MoureTTe (?), who, during The same period of Time, was 
floaTing around The world in various counTries, osTensibly as 
a Teacher. BuT her whole career sorT of smelled of inTelligence 
somewhere. 

Also, he had a half—broTher who was TloaTing around 
Japan aT The same Time ThaT he was. And There was some quesTions 
There as To exacTly whaT his role in life was- 

BuT l don'T Think This is a major consideraTion. AT 
leasT we've never come up wiTh anyThing of any real imporTance. 

REHM: whaT are The oTher major consideraTions, in your 
mind_ which do or mighT link Oswald To one of The inTelligence 
communiTies? WhaT are The clues ThaT sTand ouT in your mind? 

GOLDBERG: We should probably Talk a liTTie biT abouT 
New Orleans, The summer of I963. 

REHM: And ThaT geTs inTo The whole CasTro Thing and 
Cuba and freedom, and so on and so forTh. 

GOLDBERG: And iT also geTs inTo The subjecT of Dick's 
book on The main ThrusT of The House AssassinaTion CommiTTee's 
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reporT, which is The whole neTwork of Mafia associaTes in New Orleans. 

REHM: And There's no way iT seems To me, in doing a series like This, ThaT you will fail To have an overlap. There seem To be so many inTerconnecTions here beTween The Mafia, per- haps The CIA, perhaps The Cuban connecTion, and, indeed, The ulTra rlghT, which we'll geT To laTer on-in The week. 
BILLINGS: ...New Orleans a real circus. You've goT all of Them down There. l mean ThaT's. . 

REHM: ExacTPy.
. 

BILLINGS: They were all having a convenTion in '63, iT would seem. Everybody we're Talking abouT was down There: Cubans, inTelligence. ThaT's The microcosm. 
GOLDBERG: And There's no direcT inTelligence Tie To New Orleans, buT There are some secondary Ties and some mysTeries abouT whaT Oswald was doing in New Orleans. He wenT There in The summer of '63 from Dallas. He goT a Job aT The Riley Coffee Com- pany, worked There for a couple of monThs. 
REHM: And Riley, himself, was kind of an inTeresTing figure. 

'GOLDBERG: RighT. Riley was a major financial backer of someThing called The Free Cuba CommiTTee, which was a very miliTanT anTi—CasTro group. 
,And he lefT There and he sTarTed his own one-man band in New Orleans called The Fair Play for Cuba CommiTTee. And he goT arresTed. He was walking in The sTreeTs, handing ouT a loT of liTeraTure. 

The Fair Play for Cuba CommiTTee's offices was aT an address called 544 Camp STreeT, and ThaT was a hoT spoT in New Orleans for a loT of anTi-CasTro acTiviTy. lT was also The siTe for The offices of a guy named Guy BannisTer, who was an ex-FBI man from Chicago, and he seTTled in New Orleans and had his own sorT of privaTe deTecTive agency. And he was also very anTi- ¢°mmU"i$T, anTi-CasTro. He was in The shadows behind all These anTi-CasTro groups in New Orleans. 
Oswald was, on The one hand, leading The Fair Play for , Cuba CommiTTee; on The oTher hand, Trying To infilTraTe The anTi- CasTro groups. Was seen by several wiTnesses in The presence of BannisTer in New Orleans. 
The nexT sTep down is ThaT BannisTer had a privaTe in- vesTigaTor working for him named David Ferrie (?). And Ferrie 
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had associaTions wiTh all kinds of anTi-CasTro Cuban Types and 
Mafia Types, including people in The Marcello apparaTus in New 
Orleans. 

And so, you know, you're IefT wiTh a whole... 

g 

FINSTERWALO: Well, There are some clues in New Orleans 
ThaT are more direcT Than ThaT. ' 

Oswald wanTed To geT a visa —— wanTed To geT a new pass- 
porT, and also a visa, To go To Cuba and To Russia. And when he 
applied for his passporT in New Orleans, iT came back in 24 hours. 
Now, according To all The rules, his file in WashingTon as an ex- 
defecTor should have been flagged. And if he goT a passporT aT 
all, iT should have probably Taken him six monThs. 

The STaTe DeparTmenT spenT 500 well-kniT pages explain- 
ing To The Warren Commission how They happened To give him The 
new passporT so quickly. - 

And Then he had To go To Mexico. He had To geT a Travel 
documenT. And so he goes To The Mexican ConsulaTe in New Orleans 
and he geTs a Travel documenT. And aTTer a huge invesTigTion, iT 
Turns ouT ThaT The man sTanding in line in fronT of him was a 
lifelong CIA Type. 

BuT Then, To make The Thing even more inTriguing Than 
ThaT, aTTer The murder, ThaT same CIA Type calls up The FBI and 
gives Them informaTion on Jack Ruby. 

You geT These Ties beTween Oswald, Ruby, The CIA, The 
FBI. You can'T unravel Them, buT There are IiTeralIy hundreds of 
These sorT of oddiTies siTTing aroung ThaT won'T go away. The 
real quesTion is ThaT none of us are brighT enough To puT The 
whole Thing TogeTher. 

GOLDBERG: A IoT of Them are dead ends. A IoT of Them 
are jusT cover sTories, or suspecTed of being cover sTories. 

BILLINGS: We have very direcT conTradicTions. Oswald 
was plainly and clearly associaTing wiTh people of LaTin, pro- 
bably Cuban, heriTage, descenT. There is a Cuban connecTion, 
which you'll be Talking abouT in anoTher hour of The series. 
BuT jusT To menTion iT briefly, because iT raises The quesTion 
of Oswald's poIiTics. Because, on The one hand, he is ouTwardIy 
and vociferously pro—CasTro, handing ouT The leafIeTs. On The 
oTher hand, he is associaTed wiTh anTi—CasTro people. 

l can'T give you an answer To ThaT excepT l'd like To 
Think IT may noT maTTer ThaT Oswald, perhaps, could be described 
as a man moTivaTed by oTher —— Things oTher Than poliTics, impor- 
TanTly. ThaT he was -- in a way, he was kind of kooky and he 
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would dance from side To side. There may be... 

GOLDBERG: Why would he be in New Orleans, on The one 
hand, leading The Fair Play for Cuba CommiTTee and geTTing arres- 
Ted and geTTing inTo fighTs, and on The oTher hand, Trying To 
infilTraTe The opposing groups? 

BILLINGS: l'm jusT saying, l don'T have The answer as 
a clear idenTificaTion of his poliTics. BuT iT's possible ThaT 
he was a gadfly who would enjoy playing double roles. And in 
This sTrange, warped personaliTy of his, he would associaTe, on 
The one hand, wiTh pro-CasTro people and he would associaTe wiTh 
oThers —— on The oTher}hand, wiTh anTi~CasTro people. 

FINSTERWALD: Suppose he was doing This for a living. 
Suppose he was a second~ or Third-sTring agenT of one of our 
inTelligence communiTies, and his job was To infilTraTe diTferenT 
Types of Cuban groups in New Orleans and learn as much as he 
could abouT Them. He could Try To infilTraTe boTh sides if he 
was being paid for lT. IT wouldn'T make any difference. 

BlLLlNGS: l'm noT sure ThaT's a simpler answer. IT 
mighT be anoTher answer. You can geT The same behavior from 
somebody who is noT on The payroll of The UniTed STaTes Govern- 
menT, or aT leas you can argue ThaT he mighT noT have been. l 

don‘T see The sTrong enough evidence yeT ThaT he was. And, There- 
Tore, I can sTill have explanaTions Tor his assoclaTions wiTh 
Cubans. , 

And The imporTanT Thing is ThaT when you geT closer and 
closer To November ~— he's now made This Trip To Mexico, which is 
a whole mysTery in iTse|f. He's -— in The same monTh he wenT To 
Mexico, he's made This visiT To The home of a Cuban lady in Dallas 
who is an anTi—CasTro acTivisT, and he's in The company of Two 
Cubans —— or we Think They're Cubans. They're LaTins whom she 
idenTified as people —- who were anTi-CasTro. Now, whaT is This 
associaTion all abouT? - 

And when you geT him back in Dallas in This really cri- 
Tical Time, where you've goT Two monThs now before The assassin- 
aTion, who are The associaTes? And This is a very Tough quesTion 
for me. 

FINSTERWALD: Well, and you're leaving unanswered a 
more difTiculT quesTion, is how many Oswalds are we Talking abouT? 
Because There's a whole liTeraTure, liTerally, on Two or more 
Oswalds. 

BuT There's one facT, again_-ThaT sorT of sTands ouT 
in mind, and ThaT is, There is no quesTion buT ThaT during Oswald, 
our Oswald's 2 I/2 years in Russia, someone in The anTi—CasTro 
movemenT in This counTry was using his name. And This was even
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broughT To The aTTenTion of The FBI, who, in Turn, broughT iT To 
The aTTenTion of our ambassador in Moscow. 

REHM: WhaT abouT Oswald s conTacT while he was in Mosc 
Consul Richard Snyder (?). l mean whaT does ThaT connecTion say? 

. FINSTERWALD: CIA. ThaT's all_ThaT iT says, noThing 
more. BuT l mean any... 

" GOLDBERG: Which he's denied. 

FlNSTERWALD:i Yes. 

REHM: Snyder has denied. 

FINSTERWALD: Y... 

GOLDBERG: AlThough he had a brief sTinT in The CIA 
years before This connecTion wiTh Oswald.

_ 

FlNSTERwALD: Well, she asked, "WhaT does iT mean?" IT 
means CIA, is whaT iT means. 

BuT he had CIA connecTions ThroughouT his whole life, 
boTh before and afTer. 

REHM: Therels also an inTeresTing incidenT which has 
been reporTed on, and ThaT is The phoTograph ThaT was Taken of 
Lee Harvey Oswald in Moscow, and presumably by Three U.S. ciTi- 
zens who were simply TourisTs. And how does ThaT fiT inTo This 
whole quesTion? 

GOLDBERG: ThaT's new evidence ThaT Tony Somers, who 
wroTe a book called "Conspiracy," The BriTish journallsT, a year 
ago, incorporaTed in his book. He was The firsT reporTer or 
criTic To inTerview The women who were in The SovieT Union. 
There were These Two TourisTs. One was American, one was Bri- 
Tish. They were Traveling on a car Trip in The SovieT Union 
in The summer of l96l, and They had The occurrence of phoTo- 
graphing Oswald in Moscow. And Then, IO days laTer, They were 
lfl Minsk, and up pops Oswald again, and They phoTographed him again. 

And iT geTs even odder, because There was an American 
woman who aTTached herself To This parTy of Two women and Tra- 
veled wiTh Them. And They didn'T know her. She jusT said she 
goT losT from her TourisT group, which some have poinTed ouT as 
being very odd. And The woman now, Telling Somers in I978, says 
iT's kind of odd, because she remembers ThaT This Third woman 
was The one who insTigaTed Taking The phoTographs. 

And Then when They lefT The SovieT Union, These Two
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phoTographs ended up in CIA files. 

FINSTERWALD: AfTer The assassinaTion, The CIA was able 
To come up wiTh These phoTographs ThaT were Taken years before by 
some TourisTs were in Russia, and They jusT happened To ask These 
people if They Took picTures. And ouT of all The picTures These 
people Took, They seIecTed five, and These were of Oswald. 

You Talk abouT sTrange coincidences. The CIA can spend 
a long Time explaining ThaT one. 

GOLDBERG: Nobody's sure whaT ThaT means. I mean, The 
commiTTee asked The CIA abouT iT, and They said, "well, we Took 
iT because we were inTeresTed in The Town of Minsk." There was 
a crane behind one of Them and There was some oTher business in 
one of The oTher phoTographs. 

Somers poinTs ouT ThaT iT's very odd and iT mighT be 
a somewhaT furTher CIA connecTion. 

REHM: IT sounds To me as Though you are all comfor- 
Table wiTh poinTing To The coincidences, buT nobody is comfor- 
Table wiTh saying, "ThaT's more Than coincidence." ThaT seems 
To indicaTe To me ThaT There is some very sTrong connecTion here 
beTween Oswald and an inTelligence communiTy. 

GOLDBERG: You can ciTe 20 or 30 examples of him havi -- 
brushing againsT or ImplicaTions ThaT he was connecTed wiTh people 
who were connecTed wiTh various inTelligence agencies. BuT you 
can'T prove ThaT he was an inTeIligence agenT himself. 

FINSTERWALD: The Type of Thing ThaT's Troublesome. On 
his way back from Russia, his way was paid by The UniTed STaTes 
GovernmenT for his family. ,There's a hiaTus of Two days ThaT he 
spenT in Holland aT whaT sounds like a CIA safe house. IT was 
someThing like a boarding house, according To all of The wiT- 
nesses. 

Well, how could somebody coming from Russia To caTch a 
ship in RoTTerdam know To go To a parTicular boarding house and 
have all of his arrangemenTs made in advance, so when he goT 
There There would be rooms and faciIiTies for him To resT for The 
Two days while The ship arrived? Somebody in The UniTed STaTes 
GovernmenT had To have made Those arrangemenTs. I don'T Think 
any of us have any idea as To which parTicuIar branch of The 
UniTed STaTes GovernmenT. BuT iT's jusT physically impossible 
for him To have done ThaT by himself. In Moscow, There was jusT 
no way of doing iT. 

REHM: I Think The oTher inTeresTing facT ThaT we real 
haven’T Talked abouT is Marina herself, and how Oswald may have 
goTTen hooked up wiTh her. MighT she have been a represenTaTive 
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of The KGB? was Their marriage an arranged one? Did ThaT come 
ouT purely by accidenT? 

BlLLlNGS: Well, l donlT see iT. BuT l musT admiT ThaT 
having been fascinaTed wiTh all These quesTions, l finally began 
To reach a period of frusTraTion aT The inablliTy To answer Them. 
And l 

—— 
l don'T mean To seT Them aside,_and maybe somebody —¢ as 

Bud said before, we're noT smarT enough To puT This all TogeTher. 
And The more you keep playing wiTh The puzzde, you farTher away 
you geT from ever making a solufion. 

So whaT l Temd To do is, when l come back To The evenT 
iTself and work from The evenT ouT, insfead of Trying To work 
from The man To The evenT. And so, as much as l have Tried To 
piece TogeTher all of The associaTions and The alleged associ- 
aTions ThaT we've Talked abouT Today, They don'T give you a clear 
picTure of whaT happened. 

And l'm also aware ThaT There sTill is a large body of 
opinion in This counTry and opinion-shapers in This counTry who 
really wanT To geT back To, Who cares? We're never going To 
solve iT. LeT‘s geT on wiTh Things." And ThaT makes me nervous. 

And l really Think ThaT whaT we have To do is geT more 
direcTly down To cases abouT whaT we really know as real solid 
evidence To solving The conspiracy. 

FINSTERWALD: Unless you can geT S0meThing beTTer Than 
The Freedom of lnformaTion AcT, how do you ever expecT To do ThaT? 
Because The U-S. agencies are holding on To all of This maTerial. 

BlLLlNGS: l have only one hope for ThaT, and ThaT is 
ThaT —~ you menTioned before, you raised The quesTion abouT why 
Congress would drop The invesTigaTlon. 

The DeparTmenT of JusTice has specifically dropped The 
recommendaTion from The commiTTee ThaT iT reopen The invesTigaTion. 
And ThaT's where iT's goT To go, or noT aT all. 

REHM: Richard Billings, coauThor wiTh G. RoberT Blakey 
of a book called "The PloT To Kill The PresidenT." Also wiTh me 
Today has been Bud FinsTerwald. He's an aTTorney and ExecuTive 
DirecTor of The CommlTTee on AssassinaTions. And Jeff Goldberg, 
Co—direcTor of The AssassinaTion lnformaTion Bureau. 
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- the body of the murdered John F. 
. ..Two Navy men at Bethesda 

. had special reasons forremember- 
ing the scene. As»Technician'Ier- 

. rol F. Custer passed near Mrs. 
Kennedy in the lobby, he was car- 
rying X-ray films of herhttsband‘s 
body that had already been tak- 
en in the hospital's morgue. Look- 
ing down on the lobby from a sec- 
ond-fioor balcony, Chief Hospital 

' Corpsman Dennis David knew 
the bronze casket was empty; 
about 15 minutes earlier, he had watched a black, unmarked 

. hearse arrive through a gate at the 
back of the hospital and ordered some sailors to help men in ci- 
vilian clothes carry a plain gray 
casket into the morgue. “You 
could see the strain” on the seven 
or eight men holding it, he re- 
called. “There was -obviously 
something init." ~ 

. . Two caskets? Two vehicles?A 
quiet arrival at the back gate while crowds and cameras focused on 
the front entrance? In all the as- 
sassination probes, including the 26 volumes of evidence compiled 
by the Warren Commission, there 

.-had never been even a hint of d 

s reallyhappened. ' ._.- 

A bizarre new Kennedy assassination conspiracy theory _ 

iliions of Americans will never for- ‘ 

mget the mournful scene onthelr TV a 
"1 screens on the night of Nov. 22. I963: the 
polished bronze casket glistening in_ the they considered “the best evidence” they 

_ _ _ 

floodlights at Andrews Air Force Base as had on the cri.me—Kennedy's wounds ~ the lowly hospital and military byslanticts it was taken from Air Force One and put aboard the gray Navy ambulance that was 
to take it, Jacqueline Kennedy and Rob- f 
ert Kennedy to the Bethesda Naval Hos- 
pital Then, 45 minutes later, other cam- 

, 

the murder and was X-rayed and pho- eras caught the arrival of the ear at the 
hospital’: front entrance, and followed the 
grieving wife and brother as they entered 
the building when: the olficial autopsy on a narrative that sounds more fanciful than . 

Kennedy was to be performed. - "‘Z%':- 

'\ _ . 3, _ 

. ec 
- handling of the President's body. But Da- vid S. Lifton, 4l, one of the rnost per- 

sistent of the unoflicial assassination re- 
searchers, not only has a “two-casket" 

-» argument; in Ber: Evidence, a. meticulous- 
- 

" ly researched, 700-page bookto be pub- lished this month by Macmillan, he parts 
~- with previous conspiracy theorists by pro- posing a startlingly different idea of what 

“ Lifton. a freelance writer who was once a computer engineer with the Apol- 
lo space program, first began studying the assassination some l5,ycars ago when he was a graduate student in physics at U.C.L.A. Ln his research, he concluded that neither the FBI, nor the Warren Com- ‘ mission. nor the doctors who first viewed ' been shot from the front; they added two Kcnnedy‘s body at Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas, nor the surgeons who 

the body at Parkland. Yes,'writes Lilton, 
this had to be a plot "involving the Ex- 
ecutive Branch of the Government" and r including at least the Secret Service, 

performed the autopsy at Bethesda lied 
bout the events of Nov. Z2. But he did find that as oflicials concentrated on what 

——they presented clashing views. Why? whom 
Because, Litton contends, the corpse in 

t was altered between the time it was ac 
taken from Parkland on the afiernoon of 
tographed that same night at Bethesda and then opened during the aut0psy.. Q To support this claim, Lifton spins out 

' 
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Robe-rt and Jacqueline Kennedy at Andrews with bronze coliln i 

Bur was r/re body actually spirited our another exit?‘ 

took o

1 t. 

at -,1‘? 

eptive T the wildest plot-againstthe-President 
suspense novel.-In Lifton’s view, Lee Har- 
vey Oswald was framed by assassination 
plotters, who not only placed his rifie on 
the Texas School Book Depository's sixth fioor but also planted two fragments of 
bullets in the Kennedy limousine and the 
celebrated “pristine” bullet "399" on a ‘ 

stretcher at Parkland Hospital. Following 
their plan, the conspirators got control of 

' '.~- the body after it left DaUas long enough 
to retrieve the actual lethal bullets; these, 
Lifton says, were fired from the front of 
the motorcade in Dealey Plaza, not from 
the book depository behind the presiden- 
tial convertible. The schemers, Lifton 
continues, enlarged Kennedy's head wound to conceal evidence that he had 

helped 

briefly 

would 

At 
finally 

back wounds, which had not been seen 
by some l3 nurses and doctors handling 

which had control of the body and all 
.- 

" medical evidence on the fateful weekend. 
Preposterous? Absolutely. Yet there is 

virtually no factual claim in I..iitou's book that is not supported by the public record or his own interviews, many of them-with 
otficial probes had overlooked. Even the reader who does not accept Best 

Evidences sensational conclusions--and 
there is no logical reason for doing so-is 
likely to admit that Lilton has turned u'p 
intriguing new evidence of some strange 
doings with Kennedy’s body in the twelve 
hOUl'S‘f01lOwin_g the shooting. ~ 

The reports by the Bethesda corps- 
men, Custer and David, placed 
the time at which Kennedy's body was first delivered to the morgue 
at about 6:45 p.m. When the plain 
“shipping casket," as some wit- 
nesses called the cofin that ar- 
rived then, was opened, Kenne- 
dy’s._corpse was in a rubber body 
bag. Paul K. O’Connor, a Navy 
.technician who helped lift the 
body onto the autopsy table, Floyd 
Reibe, a Navy photographer's as- 
sistant, and Captain John Stover, commanding oficer of the med- 
ical school at Bethesda, all con- firmed this to Lifton.

g 

That was puuling because rec- 
ords indicated that the body had been wrapped in a sheet when 

it left Dallas. Also peculiar was 
the odyssey of the bronze casket. 
Lifton tracked down all seven members of a military honor 
guard assigned to meet the cofiin 
at Bethesda. As they watched the 
motorcade arrive at the front en- 
trance and awaited orders, the 
gray Navy ambulance carrying 
the casketsat virtually unattend- 
ed. Then at 7:05 p.m., Lifton re- 
lates, the ambulance suddenly H" at high speed. The honor guard 

tried to follow in a pickup truck but lost 
it. Seaman Hubert Clark recalls himself and his mates wondering “where in the hell” the ambulance had gone. - 

About 7:10 p.m., according to a re- 
port filed by two FBI agents, a gray Navy ambulance arrived at the rear loading dock near the hospital's morgue. The 
agents, James Sibert and Francis O'Neill, move the bronze casket from it to 
the morgue. But at the entrance, they were 

stopped by the Secret Service; Lif- 
ton says the agents were stalled so they 

not discover that Kennedy's body was already in the morgue. 
8 p.m., the honor guard members 
found the ambulance at the rear 

loading platform. The bronze casket was 
back in the vehicle and they helped car- 
ry this casket into an anteroom outside 

~--- ~ ."." 
- "'-i'_ .r- -.» ._ , 

. 
_ .... , __ - '~. -_.' \ .. ‘..___

_ _-0-’_§ _-._ '-4I=- 1 v ."'-_ 7,“; _ \ __ 

!- .... " 
L ‘-'-"..'-- '.

. 

_ 

.. .TIME,JANUARY r9. 19s .44‘,-_,.__-_;“ _..-.17 :1 - V:--._ - .:.- 5-.! -,1. . . ‘\l 
__ , __ . .. L .-_i - 

;:_.|'f_._'-_ :1.’ -_, __,__ ‘ _ __)'_-;‘___,. 
. -,_,.-- ' 

_
_ 

. ..-,\. .. .. ~. 

t _

. 

’ ‘ ._. .~.- 
. .1 ~_»~»-_ 

- . ">. '. 
_ r '. .-=1. .-v . - 

.»_ --'7,-'\ r..\.--'?~' ‘ r ' 
\ . - 

. . . 1 , _, ~.._'_\'-1-Q‘ ' 

_ .--*.“\,_. 

V v1 
I 

~ ' 
-. 

=3

3 

2, 

be 

.‘.l. 

-lb 

._\ 

"...... 

1.

i 

- 3-

1 

.¥ 
?"fl 

.t‘>

< 

,‘ 

.4.- 

-If 

.;- _. 

- - ' “ 
- )v — --~ _.‘. " --*1-'-~.s.'.-_ , ,. 

Q§Q.'s¢-%._ _:~ »= _;;.:.:,;a.;,._@_g,,~ ..=-—;;:_A;.; 4*,-: "----I-F» r" V---"~*-'-s;&_.‘ .-~» - - - -4---+-~ 

. w ~ ' e-. e " 1» --I-~;.r~‘
.



-\. s‘\ 

\.

- 

4 -t

\

4 

-.1-5:. 
'\- 

. '7-_ 
. .~.“'._g. 

_':; 

-x 

_.., 

. ,--.' 

.\"[_ 

_ 
‘ 

. '] |ME NU Y. '_ .-1" - '1 3'3»-""'1'$‘,-">i';~"'7':'.‘~'l-"'-s 
. -. =--'.- " ~ -_' 

' 

, 
_""- .. .—.~l'-, _'. .I- ' ', 

, ._ '. 
“ - 1'.“ T-' L ,. Z 

'-' v~_'..'.-- -'-‘ '-‘I, - 

_ _ .-_ ‘ __ _ 

JA 
. ~.-.... ‘. 

,___~__';,~_,_,,-~,_r.,_:~‘7_-_-5>"~_'__-/;;.,.'__ '._-_...|;_'._-_;-L-.\._'._ 4. .._ . “_' .'"'_'_' H _'_-_-_;‘,’-_' ,»1E_,t~_,-: .,; _~;'._v.'j_ ;~1:>;.-:.'_-,,'-_f_"_s ‘.;‘_v;-';-'-':_» :7,‘ -1-'~ . 7..-1 .__“__ _ 

-~=.~"r. 1' .- ~~ ‘ - -'-.":~-';'--.- -'-.-"-- -z.--4.» s""\_",s£ -l--.---' .*'. “.1 .. '- * -; -'=:" -. .'v--"—-~-". '--=-::'---=f\-.- .-..~t '=».=:f I-Y~+:-.»-..-'~.- ;.~--'-»-'11‘,-.'--1".-:-. -"-.- ‘- 
4.--': . ' "‘ -'-~.-I '§'_',.».;¢'::-_-1’J\-fl-,_»,:-“Z’!,~.~¢,,,= 3" ;,.-_- .,\; ,,. ~.,;-,-_‘-_-;,_.~.-.¢--; .1;-;~_-3,-_ M...-. : _~..- ,--¢_.~-‘;,. ..»_;,;.‘;-- t _ . -5- ;~"*-‘..". ;" " -- 

_ 
-- --.\-,.- 4 - ._-_--___ v -..:,~.\ ..'\--_-'-. 1 _-.._', -,t. ~._. _- , - 

_ _,.-, -. - -~. ‘_ .. 
, ._',_;,_._-_ -.-_~ .-_-»‘ ._..-:__.- U-~-._->_~_ \.--.-.r_':.-...*_~g . 0-<-._‘;'_,_r7-, _.,_-.: -~---_ ._ 

._ . __,_._.__.-_ .... . J _-_>_,_-,- . 
p , _,., .._-<,r- ._._ .. . . , -. ,, _. H . 

_ ... . - . _.., .._ ._ .. 

\'\-
t .--» 

' '

0 __
‘

1 

"“"“'-—~*-~. .--—- - -~»--~.._.-__-_-.-.__._-_. --_—_—._-~—_ .._. » __ _ _ ._ 4‘ ‘ . . - 
, :_ -..— ._- — _...-..3..-1--___.-__-,la.-.—.=.._.......a..._,_ _ _ 

- 
. . .- 

. we-..._.__, .. Q 
. ,. -\ -_a-4-_a| .. 

~ .
. 

i.‘ 

. .’_ 

‘.7 
. bulance-all while ; the honor guard 
-was trying to find it.;-_2.-."-~=- -=_~ -

- 

_"_fI’- Lifton has no hard evidence to sup- 

therew-astalkat thehos- 

recting the movements" of the body. . 

ievi 

been 

;-f‘surgery of the had area, namely, in - the top of the skull,". had been performed. 
Actually, no skull surgery had-been done; t 

the morgue. On this second entrance into 
the hospital. says I-ifion. Kennedy! body 
was back in the casket Litton found sev- 
eral witnesses, including Hospital Corps- 
man James Metzler, who saw the casket 
opened in the autopsy room at this time —and now the oorpsewas wrapped in a 
sheet,jtntasithadleRDallas. ». r, 

~ But i.t'Lifton has this triple entry-_ol' 
caskets (once by the gray mket and twice 
by the bronze) Well documented, he ad- 
mits to puzzlement at how the body got 
out of the morgue alterits firstentry, to re- 
join the bronze cofin in which it had left 
Dallas. The report by the two I-‘Bl agents, 
which was never seen by the. Warren 

sta££buthadbecnsentdi~ Commission 
_
— 

rectly to the Nadonal Archives, gave Lif- 
ton one clue. At one point, theywrote, 
-fall personnel with the exception of med- 

ofioers needed in the taking of pho- 
togra . 

' 

- £0 phs and X rays were requested 
;l:.: zleave the autopsy roomand remain in. 

_ _ _ _
4 ya; as ._1;r‘¢s-'»_-'~I'.‘.': 3*‘-s-:==;:=:-=. r ‘~_ 4' - 

, __ ’* - *4", - 
an adjacent room.?‘-.’- At time, ar- 
guesliflon, the bodywasput back into 
fthe bronze casket and rolled through 
ahallwaytobeplaoedbackin thearn- 

port this method of reuniting body and 
coflin. But O’Connor did tell 

p1tal- afterward : of a casket being 
rushed through the halls. Also several _§%=‘-' 5 
witnesses reported that the bronze col‘. 

" I-"'54'.._‘ fin appeared damaged, including a 
broken handle, when it was carried 
into the morgue by the honor guard. 
Did this happen in the msh to get it 
back aboard the ambulance? Litton 
absolves the Navy doctors conducting 
the autopsy of any involvement. He 
implies that either their military-su-- 
periors or a number of unidentified ci- 
vilians present at the automy were di- 

But even tfall that were true, what 
deuce was there that the body had 

altered? Lifton cites a previously 
unnoticed line in the same Sibert- 
O’Neill FBI report. These agents saw- 

'

r

l 
other witnesses who saw a small object 
wrapped.in a sheet being moved through 
the hospital halls on a cart. When asked 
what it was, the cart handler said it was 
a stillborn baby. Lifton found that Bethes- da records showed no stillbirths that day. 
His remarkable conjecture: Kennedy's 
brain was on the cart, to be rejoined with 
the body for the autopsy. *

. 

Litton further notes that Commander 
James Humes, the chief pathologist atthe 
autopsy, repented that when he later re- 
moved the damaged brain from the skull, he found that none of the normal surgery 

V procedures was needed to cut it loose. Lif- 
ton‘s theory: the brain had been removed 

. earlier by _the plotters to re- 
~ trieve any bullet . fragments " 
that would signify shots from 

dwells at length on 
lithe anatomical differences as 
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nedy's head. They saw a small wound in the throat, where they made a tracheot- omy incision of, at most, 3 cm in length. They saw no wounds on the back. At first 
they concluded’Kennedy had been shot from the front The Bethesda doctors 

- found a head wound that was much larger --more than five inches in its longest di- mension—and extending more to the top and front of the skull than that seen at 
Dallas. They measured a throat incision upto8cmlong. UnliketheDallasdoe- 
tors, they discovered" a small; round “entry” wound at the bottom of the back 
of the head. They detected another shal- 
low rear wound well below the collar line. 

' After much discussion, they re- 
ported that Kennedy appar- 
ently had been shot twice from 
the rear, one bulletgoing into 
his neck and exiting at his 3-? 

.7-‘#2 Litton has great dimculty 
pinpointing -when Kennedy’s 
body-could have been spirited 
away for the removal of bul- 
letsand the addition of the two 
rear _“wounds." He found only 
one point in the public record when no one was reported in 

1' .->5

. s as 
M ‘ _ __ __ mg “_’_’.;__-;‘:,;.~,_,;-_5_,;.»,_:-tr; - 

_ .y_attendance at the bronze cas- 
,__ 9:-? Q-ket between -the time it left Parkland 

arrived at Andrews Air Force "r" 
= 

'- ~‘ 
- 

g 
=Base. That was between 2:18 and 2:32 

-~=.~.»';f§§r»§:‘_§ _p.m., when General Godfrey Mcl-Iugh, ‘ _'..:t‘-:§'§Kennedy’s military aide, was angered 'i‘ by a delay in the takeolf of Air Force 
'l[;~'rf, 

nllriiiilns 
One from Dallas‘ Love Field and had 
gone forward to argue with the pilot. 
During-these 14 minutes, Lifton con- 
jectures, someone took the body out of 
its casket and hid_it on the plane.

. 

_ 

" After landing at Andrews, Litton 
thcorizes, the body was slipped out a 
door on the plane's right side while TV cameras were recording the un- 
loading of the bronze casket on the left. An Army helicopter departed at about 
that same moment from Air Force One's right side. Lifton believes that 
Kennedy's body went with it, proba- 
bly on a five-minute ride to the Army's 111° $9111 °f 919 8'-391157 and n°l°d 3131 “Did it a rillborn bab ora brain? 

by the Dallas doctors who fought" to save Kennedy's life-.When he found the agents’. 
reference,"Lifton writes, “I was exhilarat-_-" 
ed,.terrified .'.;§'-'I'_had_ stumbled into-_ia 

lenses":.l) the Parkland doctors and nurs- 
es; 2) the Bethesda doctors; 3) the autopsy 
photographs and X rays. Those differenc- 
es are a matter of public record. Oficial 
,-investigators have resolved them by con- house of horrors)’.-‘.-‘_‘. sideringlthe X rays and photographs the 7 

; 
1-"'1 ;' 

‘ 

-I-1 
r 

-._€‘_best evidence” of how the body had been L ifton telephoned Sibert for an_'expla?_-*. nation, but-was told he had to write 
to-FBI headquarters..He finally received. "a letter saying that the agents got their in- 
formation about the surgery vfromforal 
statements made by theautopsy doctors during the examination.-_ ~ -;_€_ ;-.11-f-{~':;.-f-'=‘--,.{= 

‘ Later, in discussing the autopsy’ with 
Technician O’Connor, -Lifton was told 
that on arrival at the morgue, Kennedy's 
brain was not in the skull. .“'I'he cranium was empty," O'Connor said. But the brain was not removed in Dallas. Lilton found‘ 

inortally injured. Lifton contends, with 
substantial evidence, that the skull was so 
"shattered that parts of it fell apart at the 
. autopsy. He argues that some photos and X rays were taken when the skull was lit- 
erally “reconstructed” to produce the plot- 
ters’ desired efi'ect. Contrary photos, he 
claims, were in one case deliberately de- 
stroyed by a Secret Service agent, while 
others known to be taken did not appear 
in the final collection at the Archives. ' 

.,- The Dallas doctors found a 2-in. by 
2’/4-in. wound at the right rear of Ken- 

1», >.---.-- 
v ',-—.-‘.; - '1 ~-1'--"=r.'.*t~--.:=-1 

._ l “fviewed through what he terms “three i of the Kennedy motorcade. Such a trip- 

Walter Reed Hospital, then by heli- 
'copter to Bethesda, getting there ahead 

would have allowed someone up ~to 30 
minutes to work on the body. -' '

; Lifton does not speculate about why anyone in the Government would want to kill Kennedy. Nor_ does he explain 
why, if Oswald were innocent, he shot a 
policeman while apparently fleeing Dal- 
las shortly after the assassination. Lif- 
ton quotes Wesley Liebeler, a Wamzn 
Commission stati attorney who had at 
first been sympatheticto much of the 
author’s efibrts, as warning about his 
book, “Well, I don't think that anybody 
will ever believe anything you say." In 
fact, some? people are alwaysready to 
believe most anything about the assas- 
sination. But Lit‘ton's novel theory," 
both grim and fascinating as a mystery 
story, is all but impossible to accept 
asreality. Q --ByEdMagnuson 
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Marguerite,_p_su_/al'd, 
Mother ofr.:ACCused 1.. .Y 
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. 12.? PORT WORTH. Téxa§'(AP) —- Mar‘ . 

guerité Claverie Oswald, who stead- ‘ 

iastly maintai_ned*'.her ‘son Lee 
Harvey Oswald was .f_l’amed in. the 
assassination of- President John F.- 
Kennedy. died Saturday of" cancer

_ 

in a Fort Worth hospital. ' '
, 

She was admitted to the hospital _ 

two months ago andhéd been l'€C€iV-.' 
ing treatment for the last year. She 
lived in near S_€Ql}_1Sl_0_Q~l.B.'EQ!'T"':' 
Worth. 

“She was alone and estranged-- 
from her family and‘ had to, make ", 
all the decisions concerning, her _{{ U own careand welfare," saidDr John- 
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Johnson, her physician; “Shewas Yherwhenimportantpoliticalfigures“- 
quite courageous." Johnson de-‘--,,'~cametotheDallas-Fortwortharea. 

_

" 

clined tospecify what kind oicancer ,}.‘.Sl1e-. was ‘a. private ' nurse before 
Mrs. Oswald suiferedffrom. ’ " -- §' ‘;'-Kennedy’s death, but after her son‘ _;- 

One of her last requms was that -="ff_was accused she was unable to find 
she be buried ‘next to her son in .,work, she said. . 

' 

I
' 

Fort Worth's Rose l-lill' Cemetery,-. 31:,-t‘I could work part time but no-.~-.; 
Johnson said. A spokesman. at the 

family members the time and date" 
would not be announced. " - 

Lee Harvey Oswald was Mrs. Os- 
wald's second son. by her second 
husband, Robert Edward Lee, Os~ 
wald, who died two months after 
Lee was born in 1939. A‘ -_'_ 

_ 
K. 

Mrs. Oswald's first son, John E. 
Pic, was born in 1932. Robert Oswald 
Jr; was born in 1934, andjhas served - 

as a family spokesman. He was re- . 

portedly in Fort Worth, but could- 
not be reached for comment 

Mrs. Oswald was divorced from 
a third husband, Edward K. Eckdahl. , 

Mrs. Oswald believed her son, Lee, 
who went to the.Soviet Union in. 
1959, was a spy for. both the CIA

_ and the FBI. She maintained Ken- 
nedy's assassination was plotted‘by 
members of the U.S. government, 
and said her son was framed because 
heinformed the I-‘Bl ofttheir plans. .

’ 

Mrs. Oswald, who testified ‘before’ 
the Warren Commission in 1964, was ‘ 

barred from the trialof Jack Ruby, 
who was charged with killing her. 
son, and-accused police o_f tailing 

. A . 

._ '.. - j.-'.'.‘_-___ 
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v 

; _ 
_"'-:\__,-~ :.: 
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‘ 

wrote about the assassination. 

'l’m not an -ordinary persoh. But I 

_‘?'_body wants me," she said in 1973.2; 
Baumgardner Funeral Home in Fort ‘."."To exist, I have had to sell personal - 

Worth said private services would 
be held, but that at the reques_t‘“of 

possessions, interviews and my story at 

and my personal possessions are all 31;‘ 
lhave." She was bitter because pub--_ 
llshers rejected a manuscript she - 

.-_~.-.4-....- 

‘.14. 

'_.4.: 

In January 1969, she asked for S25 
million indamages in five libel suits 
against authors of several books 
about the assassination, including 
then-Rep. Gerald R. Ford, who 
served on the Warren Commission. 
A federal judge later dismissed the € 

, 
-_v 

. I 
'- '< ;:‘*» 1' ‘I .-‘ "'- 7."! ~.‘i"'_ 

--'_“'l'his is not an ordinary case and 

eat wellf l sleep well and l have a . 

free mind. After 14 years of suppres- 
sion and distortions, l’m proud to \ 

have survived Y’ the self-styled 
"mother of history" said in a 1977 
interview. A 

_

t 

.3.-_».n.;-..__..~ 

' 

J./_ 
' Mrs. Oswald said in 1977 that she , 

had not spoken with either of her 
surviving sons or with Lee's widow, 
Marina Oswald Porter, since 1963. 
Mrs. Oswald was born in New Or- 

leans..Her mother died when she
. 

older sons and a sister, Lillian Mur-_ 
ret of New Orleans.’ V 

, , 4 1 . 

was 2 years old. She leaves her two

‘
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..;~‘;-¢. Fort f ‘Worth, Tex. .1 (AP) 4-l
‘ 

';__=7'1__"Marguer_ite C. Oswald, 73, mother 
1'7, -'.‘gof accused presidential assassinQLee; 
1' 

_ 
- r ii-',_Ha:vey Oswald, died of cancer yes>- 

- -=- 
._ _,-.1;-'terclay. in a Fort Worth hospital... 
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r ‘-~ _:j"_' ‘:'_=,""Mrs. Oswald, who lived" in near- . 

'1 that hereon killed President‘J0hn- iempiis by .811 Efllifih 88888851185011 F. Kennedy in Dallas on Nov. 22, ‘theorist to exhume the body in Os-, " ‘ ’ 

4 

3-'.-,.:' 1963. ]= ~

. 

V3,," “There was a conspiracy,”,‘_”s_he 
- said 10 years after the death. of Kennedy and her son. “Lee was 

i 
_ 

4' 

I 
, 
framed. He )vas_ then murderedby 

- »,-_- 
, Jaclrrlsluby lilefore milliolns watchirglg on as e‘ was waking han 4

' 

, ‘cuffed at police‘ headquarters that 
defense of her son, named by the 

_ 4 awful morning (Nov. 24) 10 years 
_ __g_‘ . _3gQ_Y' 1:‘? 11:, 

. 1___ T“ 
_- Lee was Mrs. Oswald's second 

‘_ son by her second husband, Robert 
~ Edward ‘Lee Oswald, who died two 
. :1» months after the child was born in-.
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waws gm” to determine if it was 
Oswald or a Soviet impostor buried 
in the grave. ._.

= 

"In 1977, on her.'70th birthday, 3
_ Mrs." Oswald told The Associated ."V _‘ M9-RGUERITE OSWN-‘F Press she remained unwavering in‘ '
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third husband, Edward K. Eci-rdahl. 
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Warren Commission as the lone as- 
sassin in the Kennedy death. » 

Mrs. Oswald was a native of New 
Orleans. She was _a private nurse 
befoiie Kennedy's assassination, but 
after‘ her son was accused _she was 

- 
3 

:. 19-39_ - 
. 

_ 
~_ _. unable to find work, she said. “ ' 

" Her first son, John E. Pic, was "'7 born in 1932." Her second son," Robs 
In addition to her two sons, Mrs. 

Oswald’s survivors include a sister, ert Oswald Jr- was born in 1.934., ,» 
_ Lillian Murret of New Orleans. ~ 
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. . . And lop-Secret Govl. Documents Prove Just one day bctore the House assassinations committee v/as sched- uled to fold on March 3|, its lite woe extended by nearly two yeare 
Texas newspaper editor. The letter —- dated two weeks before Kennedy‘: death — was addressed to a "Mr. Hunt” and asked to 

— because at new leads uncovered in the daath at John F. Kennedy. "discuss the matter fully before any steps are taken by rrte or anyone 
The committee, which was set up by Congress to investigate the murders or President Kennedy and Martin Luther King, heard testimony that Texas oilrnen were behind Kennedy’: assassination. And a letter reportedly written by Lee Harvey Oswald was released by a retired 

else." The new evidence —' and the mystery-shrouded suicide at Lee Harvey Oswald's friend George de Mohrenschildt about two hours after a Hausa investigator called to see him _ triggered e massive INQUIRER probe. The accompanying articles reveal vhat we learned. 

Accused Assassin Had Been on CIA Payroll ,»_ - 
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DISCLOSURES by George de Moh 
renschildt (left) show Oswal 
(right) didn't shoot JFK. New evidence uncovered by The ENQUIRER reveals that Lee Harvey Oswald could not Quiston_' wdeveloper of the ,ru,h_d 

have killed President John F. Kennedy. 
' 

" 

_ 
tecting Psychological Stress _Evaluato / At the very moment JFK was shot, Oswald and a friend — George de Mohrenschildt — were standing After an extensive examination of th 
tapes, McQuiston reported 

on a downtown Dallas street watching the motorcade pass, de Mohrenschildt told a hospital roommate last 
“At no point during the interview d 

December. 
, 

. - - 

dj t h 
De Mohrenschildt said Oswald ran from the scene and he never saw Oswald again. He also said that ‘Tgs ]e)ifn°g°m° 

equipment in ca e Oswald was once offered money by a CIA agent to kill Kennedy - but reiected the offer. “My conclusion is that he is bein 
De Mohrenschildt made these disclosures to roommate Clifford Wilson in Dallas — but before the House assassina- truthful}. 

tions committee got a chance to hear 
. 

. Dutch - - - 

. 

. 
- 

. i Journalist Willem Oltmans, wh 
them, de Mohrenschildt was found shot 

, 4 
_ _ _, 

_ _ . 
' 

,__ ' 
- _ testified before the House assassina 

to death. 
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tions committee in February, Marc 

The ENQUIRER has 815° ""¢°l’°Y°d 
7° ___ 
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',,,,"#-Z ' ' and April, confirmed that the geologis -I“-'*'\"‘R'*'m» 
- 
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- ‘ - ' " 

- - had been runnin scared in recen 

another startling aspect of the Kennedy assassination case. 
Top secret government documents — kept locked away until only days ago — reveal that Lee Harvey Oswald worked for the CIA. 
These documents,.now in The EN- QUIRER's possession, prove Oswald was on the ClA’s payroll three years before JFK’s assassination — a fact that top CIA officials have vigorously denied, even under oath. De Mohrenschildt's death came on March 29_ in Manalapan, Fla. A local coroner's inquest ruled it a suicide. Last yoar de Mohrenschildt, a Dallas geolo- gist, had tried to kill himself four times, and had spent the last weeks of the year in Dallas’ Parkland Hospital. At the hospital, de Mohrenschildt be- came friendly with Wilson, a man- ual laborer . . . and over a period of ll days in December, de Mohrenschildt confided to Wilson that Oswald could not have assassinated JFK. “He said to me: ‘I know damn well Oswald didn't kill Kennedy -- because Oswald and I were together at the time,’ " Wilson told The ENQUIRER in an exclusive interview. _“De Mohrenschildt said that at the time Kennedy was killed. he and Os- wald were both in downtown Dallas. They had come there to see Kennedy, just like the other people. _“He said that when the shots were fired, Oswald ran and he never saw him again. De Mohrenschildt stayed there and watched what was happen- ing." 

Added Wilson: “De Mohrenschildt told me he and Oswald had been very good friends for a long time. “He also said Oswald had once been offered money by a CIA agent to kill ~Kennody — but that he had turned it own. ’d 
Wilson gave the agent's name to The ENQUIRER. but it is being withheld 
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INCREDIBLE DOCUMENT reveals o "20l" file was kept by the CIA on Lee Horvey Oswald. They ore kept only On full-time professional staff employees, according to former CIA agent Patrick McGorvey. \/

8 months.
; And the newsman, a friend of de Mohrenschildt's since I968, revealed to The ENQUIRER that de Mohrenschildt admitted he had met Jack Ruby — a fact 

I 

de Mohrenschildt had denied during tes-
1 
timony before the Warren Commission in 
964. 

nents on both do Mohren- 
schildt and swald were obtained 

I 

- Cl Ill‘ Ln!’ .. . _}n..,; » F _" 
' 

1:111:11; - ’(rn"rq_ 
__._, J’ _‘ 

l 

eel "'1 
I throu , 

- -~ (5; - 
,» QEHQI, , gh the I ormation t 

.' - ». Y. J ' 4/-r - X '~ ' _ nth from CIA hea quarters 
' 

, _ . "*°:_',’_-- 1 """) ‘ "““*.‘/; 
. 

""“’ ' ‘ 

in Langley, a., by Alan J. Weberman 
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.~.. and Robert Sibley -— two toll investiga- 

tors who have devoted years to probing 
the JFK assassination. 
These documents reveal there is a “20l" file on Oswald. 
The very existence of this file — the standard personnel file for paid CIA employees — conclusively shows that he worked for the agency, three CIA veterans confirmed. 
“The fact that Oswald had one (a 201 

file) is absolutely fantastic!" said fr- mer CIA man Bradley E. Ayers,/v€(lio because he is still active in the CIA. tioned that the agent would wind up °"¢e train“? a_"U-Ca-“T0 Cubans- De Mohrenschildt felt that the agcnt getting him." 
] 

Ayers said it meant 0sWal_d was arranged Oswald's murder because he De Mohrenschildt revealed that just "€llh6l‘ H _00ntraCl agent. WOFRIHE _l0F 
feared Oswald might talk about the after his last suicide attempt, the agent JFK murder contract he'd been offered, called him and said: “You almost did Wilson told The ENQUIRER. the job for us, but it looks like we're» Former CIA agent Patrick McGarve_\J Wilson, who shared a room with de gonna have to do it ourselves," Wilson 

them full time, or he was on some kind of assignment for the CIA." 

was equally astounded when told o Mohrenschildt at Parkland, said d_e recalled. ‘Oswald's 201 file. Mohrenschildt was a frightened and “He said that next time they would F.“‘You’ve gotabombshell, man! You've deeply troubled man - fearing that he. do it right - that he was going to be got like Oswald, was going to be murdered. killed, and that they would make it “He was scared for his lifc. I-le said look like suicide." - so a couple of times," said Wilson, mar- De Mohrenschiidgs fears _ and his 

the one that cracks the egg," Mc- Garvey told The ENQUIRER. "If a guy has a 201 file, that means he's a pro- 
fessional staff employee of the organiza- ricd and the father of two children. depression _ Seemed w grow as the tion-" “He told me: ‘Because I was a friend days pa5sed_ °l O$“'a1d- and I kfl°W What I lust 80¢ On one occasion he broke down and E5 Victor Marclietti, former executive as- tant to the deputy director of the through telling you, I'm going to wind med for days_ Wilson said’ ‘ IA. agreed. d In "' 

l t confided to Basically, if Oswald had a 201 file, 

"P Y 2- 
_ _ Finally, de Mohrenschid 
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e H , 

De Mohrenschildt said his fear had wnson exactly why the CIA was out to gel was an agent, he Said- 
»~~ 

'A\\'I ‘ I .. _, _ -__ _ ._ _ U ._ _ 1’ I. . . . 3-V so .1“; ;__ ._ ,4 

been triggered by the fact that the CIA get him, ha_d begun harassing him in mid-1976, “He said t0 me: ‘I'll tel] you why Wilson said. 
_ _ _ _ they're bugging me . . . the Kennedy "De Mohfenschlldt Said he W85 Visited assassination investigation has been at Mme -— and told he W88 being opened again, and they're afraid I'm 

n an exclusive ENQUIRER interview. investigator Weberman revealed how the CIA had hidden the fact that Oswald worked for the agency: 
‘The CIA never told the Warren Com- 

‘ 

"2.-’»"f"'-;i‘ij%,t.,g=.':' watched - by the agent who'd offered going to be called back up on that mission that a 201 file‘existed on Os- money to Oswald." recalled the laborer. thing - and this time I'll talk.’ " . wald. 
-"’"-. 

.. W2} “After that, he was bothered by the Wilson said do Mohrenschildt was re- “Instead they claimed their file was 
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'-iii “He said he couldn't go anywhere or home. - agent. do anything without one of them follow- Three months later de Mohrenschildt 

"-*I= 
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.1’? CIA. 
leased one day before he himself went a routine file on a suspected Communist 

‘This file offers conclusive proof that 
mg him. 

_ was found dead in an upstairs bedroom Oswald was not just a ‘weak. pathetic 
I-Ie said he couldn't even go home at a close friend's home in Manalapan, loner,’ as the Warren Commission con- 

from the hospital for two days without Fla. eluded — but was in actual fact a 
them bugging him, calling him up and “When I heard over the news that he CIA operative." threatening him. was shot, it brought tearsto my eyes," The Commission, in fact, was never _ _“De Mohrenschildt said he and his said Wilson, 17. told of Oswald's work with e agency. 

TOP PROMR5 °f JFK °55°55""°- wife couldn't take a walk without being “From what he told me I know damn CIA Director John McCone told the pan- under oath that Oswald “was never. 
Robert Sibley uncovered amazing “He often told me: ‘They'll wind up - The EQIQUIRER taped Wilson's story associated or connected, directly or in.- 

9°\/ernment documents. getting me.’ Most of the time he men-, and took the tapes to Charles R. Mc-l directly, In any way whatsoever,» with 
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agency." Deputy Director Richard "' ms issued similar denials. ,.., ivestigators Weberman and Sibley ' 

l obtain€d\ CIA documents which w that Oswald's friend, George de irenschildt, also had links with the ncy. 
ne document reveals that after a behind the Iron Curtain to Yugo- 
iia in 1957, de Mohrenschildt was znsively debriefed by a CIA agent. 
it seems clear to me that this new lence on Oswald and de Mohren- 
ldt proves there's a conspiracy," 

I investigator Weberman. ' 

and I'm confident that in the next months this whole thing will be 'n wide 0 " 
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READOUT of Lee Horvey Oswald's voice he didn't shoot JFK 
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lswuld Told the Truth-He Did Not Kill JFK . But Justice Warren l/ea’ W/zen Ile Saul lie’:/Found No [via'ence of a Conspiracy 

,_ 

2e Harvey Oswald was tellinglMcQuiston analyzed the statements Os-‘ . Qswaky, killer Jack Ruby was_den_ absolute truth when he Sald wal? made dluriilrg a mfadholihse Fpress nnely lying when ne said ne' just nap. ._ 

lid not kill President Kennedy. §‘;',},?s“§,’1,°a‘*m?';\Yne{;*;§,§a§ s§1jmefm'§;g paaed to be in the Dallas pahaa station -"id the late Chlef Justice Earl suspect, “Did you shoot the President?" $3; 
n Oswald was brought out — and him on the spur of the moment. 

Tell when he said heid found HNO! No!!! Qswald resPonded_ Ruby told an interviewer, iirrhe diffeb evidence of a conspiracy in the N oted McQuiston, “The situation was enc e in my meeting this fate (shooting ;ident’s death. Warren headed the very emotional. Very $l1'¢$$fl1l- In all his Oswald) was 30 seconds one way or the mission that concluded JFK was $18 
ld by a lone assassin. 
lose are the bombshell discoveries I the truth-detecting Psychological the‘ ss Evaluator (PSE), which tested dm sments made by both men. The PSE M o reliable that its results are ac- 

if 

tements, Oswald shows what could nth er." considered normal situational stress McQulst0n noted that Ruby "snowed his V°l¢@ Pall%"l$- extreme stress and was definitely lying. 
question, his situational stress level for 

ot anybody, no sir," he replied. his 
that he was responsible far killing all," said McQuiston, “l have to con— evi ident Kennedy," declared Charles ¢1u de that he believed what he said." abl 

ps. That's impossible if he were O y as-“ Another reporter asked 0$WHld‘doubted the conclusions of the Warren ed as court evidence ll’l eight states. shohefi shot the President “I did!“ report‘ amwugh publicly he expressed lswald told the truth when he de- " 

But when he replies ‘Nol. No!’ to It appears he was at the police station the very reason of shooting 0swald." The late President L ndon Johnson 

belief in them. In a November 1966 This time he $h0WS I10 Stress at press conference he said, “l know of no dence that would cause any reason- 
e person to have a doubt (about the 

l¢Q_l1l§l°"' ¢°'de\’°l°P°l' °l the P55 The PSE also tested statements made commission's findjng5)_" by Earl Warren while he was visiting But, said McQuiston, “He shows ex. 

V 
Nikita Khrushchev and Fidel Castro - .1 or possibly right-wing Texas oilmen - n 

J; Q5; that either of them were involved in ii 
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, .2" it," Warren stated. sin
3 5 McQuiston observed, “The PSE shows the 5* hard stress on this statement, particu- of 
T larly on the words ‘and found no evi- he dence.’ Obviously. there was some evi- -* 

i d9l1¢e- Perhaps if W38 something that drafted, and so far I've seen no evidence was not properly pursued." [ha 51 Warren said he was aware of severe Q .t. . 

f th . . , f. d. 

' Brandeis University in 1972. He told an meme stress at ;ne.pn;ase_ '1 know of -V I‘ interviewer there were theories that no evidence.’ He knew something.” 
v Former President Gerald Ford was edging. evasive and may have been - were behind the assassination. 

_ lying when he defended the war;-en re. .. "We €Xpl0l‘8d' bOll'l Of tl'l8S8 th_90I'l9S port at 3 pg-955 gonference on April 3, 
' for 10 months, and found no evidence 1975. Ford was asked it he still had con- dence in the findings of the commis- n (he was a member of it). “We said commission had found no evidence a conspiracy, foreign or domestic," 

responded. 
Those words were very carefully 

t would dispute the conclusions to 
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CHIEF. JUSTICE WARREN was owore before his death in I974 of 
criticism of commission's report. 

the whole story. l-le’s hedging, and may not be telling the truth. l-le avoided the questions that were asked — he was evasive." 
0 Former Texas Gov. John Connally, wounded at the same time Kennedy was 

killed, wasn’t telling the truth when he 
_said he believed there was no conspir- 
acy. Talking to the press in i966, Con-‘ 
nally stated, “l have never believed there_was a plot." 
McQuiston called the stress pattern on this statement "one o_f the strongest 

we'.ve run into in this investigation. He does believe there was a plot." 
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Transcript of Astonishing Tape Discloses . . . 
I Q I . . O Extremist Revealed Blueprint for Assossrnatron 

I3 Doys Before It Happened-And the FBI Knew! 
Rrght-Wmg 
Just 13 days before Presi- 

dent John F. Kennedy was 
gunned down in Dallas, a 
right-wing extremist reveal- 
ed details of the assassina- 
tion with bloodcurdling accu- 
racy. 
The shocking plans were 

secretly recorded by Miami 
police and given to the FBI - 
but incredibly they let the po- 
tential assassin roam free. 
A transcript of the astonish- 

ing tape — a blueprint for 
murder — was obtained by 
The ENQUIRER. 
On it, the late Joseph A. Mil- 

teer, who was a member of 
the White Citizens Council of 
Atlanta, Ga., reveals in stun- 
ning detail how: 

0 JFK would be assassinat- 
ed from a tall office building 
with a high-powered rifle. 

I A fall guy would be picked 
up within hours of the slaying 
“just to throw the public off." 
Miami Circuit Court Judge 

Seymour Gelber - who pro- 
vided The ENQUIRER with 
the tape transcript - was ad- 
ministrative assistant to the Dade County (Fla) State At- 
torney when the tape was made in November 1963. 
At the time Gelber was using an undercover informant nam- 

ed Willie A. Somersett to infil- 
trate a group of right-wing ex- 
tremists. 
Gelber recalled: 
“The crucial tape on the JFK assassination was made 

in a small downtown Miami 
hotel where the informer Som- 
ersett was living on Nov. 9, 
l963_- just 13 days before Dal- 
as. "A Miami Police Depart- 
ment detective set up a tape 
recorder with a long playing 
spool in a broom closet off the 
kitchen." 
Milteer arrived and began 

discussing future plans with 
Somersett. 
Here - in bone-chilling de- 

tail - are astonishing excerpts 
of their tape-recorded conver- 
sation: 
SOMERSETT; "I think Ken- 

nedy is coming here (Miami) November 18th to make some 
kind of speech. I don't know what it is, but I imagine it 
will be on TV." 
MILTEER: “You can bet 

your bottom dollar he is going 
to have a lot to say about the 
Cubans, there are so many of them here." 
SOMERSETT: “Well, he'll 

have a thousand bodyguards, 
don't worry about that." 
MILTEER: “The more body- 

guards he has, the easier it is 
to get him." 
SOMERSETT: "Well, how in 

the hell do you figure would be 
the best way to get him?" 
Mll..TEEll: “From an office 

b_uf.1ildmg with a high-powered 
r1 e." 
SOMERSETT: “They are 

really going to try to kill him?" 
MILTEER: “Oh, yeah. It‘ls 

in the working. _ _ _ __ _ (name deleted for legal rea- 

Pea? 34 H E‘>tJl?£‘=’i‘ 

sons) is just as likely to get 
him as anybody. He hasn't said 
so, but he tried to get Martin 
Luther King. He followed him 
for miles and miles and 
§<i)uldn’t get close enough to 
m'lI 
SOMERSETT: “Hitting this 

Kennedy is going to be a hard 
proposition. l believe you may 
have figured out a way to get 
him. the office building and all 
that. 
“I don't know how them 

Secret Service agents cover all 
them office buildings every- 
where he is going. Do you know whether they do that or 
not?"

4 

MILTEER: “Well, if they 
have any suspicions they do 
that, of course. But without 
suspicion, chances are that 
they wouldn't. You take there 
in Washington. This is the 
wrong time of the year. But in 
pleasant weather, he comes 
out on the veranda and some- 
body could be in a hotel room 
across the way and pick him 
off just like that. ' 

“You don't have to take a 

“:03
I 

'.."‘~» <1‘-v".e?‘~ 
. .. -. ., -i. 

.;. -"::f§;>'._;;,_.f-'11 g';,,:='->..j._-: 1:46.-= 
" 

=,_,:
-

, 
V. .4‘ r‘: 

-;~v__,, ;. 

V- 
. _i.

I 

-' we1-1:-;?,t..;..*1.-genie».-2=.-----2 " 

.= 1,"; . 

- 

. ,_ 
at , <1 » , 
A ’

4 ' , V , r,-
t 

JFK MOTORCADE rolls through Dallas on fateful day as man (arrow) looking exactly 
like right-wing activist Joseph A. Milteer (left) watches the President's car. Just )3 days before, Milteer disclosed — with chilling accuracy — the plot to murder JFK. 

semble and take it up in pieces. 
All those guns come knocked 
down and you can take them 
apart." 
SOMERSETT: “Boy, if that 

Kennedy gets shot, we have 
got to know where we are at. 
Because you know that will be 
a real shake, if they do that." 
MILTEER: “They wouldn't 

leave ‘any stone unturned 
there, no way. They will pick 
up somebody within hours af- 
terwards, if anything like that 
would happen, just to throw 
the public off." 
SOMERSETT: “Oh, some- 

body is going to have to go 
to jail, if he gets killed." 
MILTEER: “Just like that 

Bruno l-lauptmann in the Lind- 
bergh case." 
The tape was handed over 

to the FBI and an official re- 
port of the Bureau, dated Nov. 
9, 1963, noted: 
“Threat to kill President 

Kennedy by J.A. Milteer, Mi- 
ami, Florida, Nov. 9,1963." 
After the I-‘Bl received the 

tape, a presidential motorcade 
scheduled in Miami for No- 
vember 18 was called off. “But 
no steps were taken by-any 
authority to arrest Milteer or 
put him wider surveillance," 
said Gelber. 
“On Dec. 4, 1963 —_nearly 

two weeks after the assassina- 
tion — I heard that the FBI 
had finally -acted. After the 
fact. 
“Somersett called Milteer 

and found that the FBI had 
swooped down on Milteer and 
questioned him as part of a 
mass roundup of extremists," 
Gelber said. ' 

Milteer denied to the FBI 
that he ever threatened the gun up_t_here._’You can disas-_;_P|resident’s life or that he_ par-

\ 
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ticipated in his assassination. 
Remarked an astonished 

Judge Gelber: 
“The FBI had Milteer on 

tape forecasting in detail the 
assassination - yet they ac- 
cepted his denial without ques- 
tion and let him go." 
Gelber kept a diary of his 

investigation which revealed 
that shortly after Kennedy's 
death, police informant Som- 
ersett met again with Milteer, 
and reported on that meeting 
to Miami Detective Everett 
Kay on November 25. Accord- 
ing to the diary, Somersett 
told Kay: ‘

. 

“He (Milteer) was very hap- 
re 
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JUDGE Seymour Gelber was 
with Dade County (Fla.) 
State Attorney's office in 
November I963 when he 
heard tape that revealed 
plans of_ JFl<_'_s slaying.

I 

py over it (the assassination) 
and shook hands with me. He 
said, ‘Well, I told you so. It 
happened like I told you, didn‘t 
it? It happened from a win- 
dow with a high-powered 
rifle.’ 

“I said. ‘That's right. I don‘t 
know whether you were guess- 
ing or not, but you hit it on the 
head pretty good.’ 
"He said, ‘Well, that is the 

way it was supposed to be 
done, and that is the way it 
was done.’ " 

Amazingly, Milteer may 
have been just a few feet from 
Kennedy as the President's 
motorcade swept through Dal- 
las on Nov. 22, 1963, the day 
of the assassination. 
A photograph taken.of the 

motorcade shows a man who 
looks exactly like Milteer 
standing in the crowd, reveal- 
ed investigative reporter Dan 
Christensen, who's written 
about the assassination for “Miami” magazine. 
Last summer, Christensen 

made another startling discov- 
ery as_ he searched through an 
old, abandoned home of Mil- 
teer in Quitman, Ga. Christ- 
ensen found a bankbook be- 
longing to the extremist which 
showed that in the 31/5 months 
before the" assassination three 
large deposits were made — 
totaling $12,000 - and with- 
drawn shortly after the kill- 
mg. 
Christensen also leamed 

that Milteer died\nder myste- 
rious circumstances. 

Milteer, according to his 
death certificate, suffered fa- 
tal burns when a Coleman 

Continued on Next Page 
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two weeks later, but no autop- twlst Judge Gelber told The 
O '

. sy was performed and the 10- ENQUIRER: cal mortician, who saw' the "The Dade County State At- (Conllnucd from body, said the burns were not. torney's files on the JFK as- preceding page) severe enough to have caused sassination disappeared some stove in his bathroom explod-Ideath. 
_ _ _ _ 

time between 1971 and 197§. I ed on Feb. 9, 1974. He died There-is one final chilling last saw them — they consist- 
Witli I/re Deatlr T/iis Montli of Farmer Cuban President . . ..

‘ At least 2l People linked to When former Cuban 
president Carlos Prio So- 
carras sent a fatal bullet 
crashing into his chest 
April 5, he became the 
latest name added to an 
astonishingly long list of 
people who died mys- 
teriously — and often vio- 
lently — after being link- 
ed to the assassination of John F. Kennedy. 
Since that fateful day more than '13 years ago, at least 21 men and women" who knew something or some- 

body connected wi_th JFK's 
murder have died under 
strange circumstances. In al- 
most every case they died 

ed of thousands of pages of transcripts and documents - 
in 1971. 

“l was the person who gave permission for their move- ment or for people to exam- 
ine them. No one asked to. see

I 

them until 1976. I called the North Miami warehouse where they were stored and asked 
for them. An extensive search was launched — but nothing was found. They're gone and no one knows where." 

the Assqssinutionfluve Died fllysteriously /w 
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LATEST DEATH linked to 
the JFK murder is former Cuban president Carlos 
Prio Socorros. 

“fie 

l tro who promised to make himl 

his mind, he told his friends that he knew who killed President Kennedy and he was sure ‘they’ would soon get him." According to Jones, Underhill said c 
""§1/ the CIA had killed Kennedy because it was unhappy about JFl<'s snooping into its affairs. On May 8, I964, in Wosh- .. ,. 

. ..-__,,’_~ ington, D.C., Underhill died of gunshot A h ‘ 

ul d 
1;‘ 

'- 
": 

.':.*-.7 ic wounds to the head. ut arities 
r e

. 
it suicide — even though he was righr- ' 

.. -.1;-'.-=’.‘ _. _, 
" 

. 
j'=-'5 handed and he was s at through the ’/~" "‘1" ' ix ‘ ‘ "

: 
left side of the head. '2 R“ lg '

i JIM KOETHE Murdered Sept. Zl, I964 A Dallas Times Herold, reporter, Koethe, 30, had also met with Ruby's attorney the some time as Hunter d . Ten months later Koethe was killed by o karate chop to the throat as he emerged from a shower in his apart- ment. His killer was never found. TOM HOWARD 
Died March I965 Howard, Ruby's ottoman died of a heart attack In Dallas. " e was seen acting strangely two days before his death and no autopsy was performed," said Penn Jones Jr. . ROSE CHERAMI 

Killed Sept. 4, I965 Two days_ before the JFK murder Rose, a stripper far Ruby, had told hospital psychiatrist Dr. Victor Weiss that the President was going to be killed, The doctor put it down to the rovings of a heroin addict - until the assassination. Cherarrii then told police she had seen Oswald in Ruby's club 
either by murder or suicide; . 

. "!°_"Y tjrr-rs Nwlv M veers lei". e The macabre list of deathsl president again. But Castro 
double-crossed him and Prio grew bigger when Pri° °°m'l. 

. . was very active in arrang- mitted suicide. His death has‘ in“ the Ba of Pi s lot to take brought renewed interest intolcu°ba back? by f°g,.c£_»i
I 

an FBI d°C“me"t that had! Prio died violently like so been shelved w_ith thousandslmany others direcfly’ '01. mm, of other assassination-relatedlrecuy connected Wm, JF'K's files in the National Archives. murden The mysterious deaths _Ten days after the assassina-.95 persons involved with the l1°"- FBI agent Daniel D°Y1@lKennedy assassination were: wrote a report quoting a rel_i- ts: mtnvcv oswntgs able FBI Informant that P710 
Miiiia¢i‘su;i'r'e'l'1vi:ii>is'vfiweiziookeaon was actually a one-time busi-. in horror as the suspected assassin — who could have provided so many much- ness associate of Jack Ruby, ,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,.,,,, _ W, ,,,,,.,,,,, ,,¢,,..,, the nightclub owner who killed,‘ assassin Lee Harvey Oswald.‘ 

The report said that Hubyl once purchased a share in al Havana casino in which Prioi was the principal owner. In the.’ mid-1950s both Ruby. known as. Jack Riibenstein. and Prio- were active in arranging, 
flights oi’ weapons to the Cas-' 
tro guerrillas in Cuba whilei Prio was financing the supply: of arms to pro-Castro loi'ces., 
Assassination investigator" Alan Weberman told The EN-, QUIRER: “Prio supported Cas-l 

Huge Enquirer Team 

O S, IGPOX‘ 8l"S P O ogr phers and researchers work ing as a coordinated team These are the people re 
sponsible 
General Editor William Dick Associate Editors Malcolm Balfour Nor Chrsan, Thomas Kuncl Bernard DA Scott Edward Sigall Robert G Smith 
Assistant Editors Keith Davidson Gerald Davis Jack Grimshaw Jim Leggett Leonard Sondler Michael S Vohrnann Allan A Zullo Senior Reporter Dick Saxty Reporters Tony Brenna John Cooke Rod Gibson Lee Harrison Paul Jen

, kins, Susin Keeler, Shelley Ross, Steve Rothmori, Ray Smith Researchers: Ruth Annan, Priscilla Badger, Linda Cahill, Pat Crifaci, Martha Moffett, Clare O'Keeffe, Julie Sawyers, Phillip Slimok Correspondents: John Blackburn, Pe- ter Brerinan, Paulette Cooper, Robert 

Worked on Special 
This week's ENQUIRER 

special on the Kennedy As- 
sassination involved 40 edi- 
t r t , h t a- 

Mann, Jim McCondlish 
Photographers: Lorry Holden, John Miller, Robert S. Wiley-Jr. 

by Jock Ruby in the basement of the Dallas gclice station Sunday, two days alter J K was killed. 
JACK ZANGETTI ' 

"Found murdered December I963 The day before Oswald was shot, Zan- ctti, manager at a motel complex in Oklahoma, told some friends, "Three men — not Oswald -— killed President Kennedy. A man named Jack Ruby will kill Oswald tomorrow and in a few days a member at the Frank Sinatra family will be kidnapped ta take some of the attention away from tho assassination." This conversation was confirmed by as- sassination researcher Penn Jones Jr. Zangctli was dead right. On Decem- bcr B, about two weeks after Ruby shot Oswald, Frank Sinatra Jr. was kidnap- ped, and later released unharmed. ‘two weeks after the prophetic con- versation, Zangetti was found dead in Lake Lugert, Oklahoma, with bullet holes in his chest. 
BETTY MOONEY MoeDONALD Committed suicide February I964 A former stripper in Jack Ruby's Carousel Club, Betty had been to a parry attended by Oswald. Berry had provided an alibi for 0 man accused of shooting and wounding Warren Rey- nolds, a witness to the Kennedy assas- sination. A week offer talking to the police, she was arrested for fighting with her roommate. An hour later she was dead — she was found hanging in her cell. 

HANK KILLAM Found dead March I7, I964 Killorn, husband of Wanda Killam who was also o stripper tor Ruby, was associated not only with Ruby but with John Carter who lived in tho some roaming house as Oswald. After the assassination, Killorn moved from state to state to avoid questioning by ted- eral agents. Four months a ter JFK’: murder, Killarn was found dead on a Penaocola, FIo., street —- his throat was slos ed. ' 

BILL HUNTER 
Killed April I964 Hunter, 35, an award-winning news- man with the Lang Beach Press-Tele- grain in Long Beach, Calif., had met with Ruby's attorney Tom Howard at Ruby's apartment only hours after Ruby shot Oswald. Five months later Hunter was shot to death by a policeman in the Long Beach police station. The po- liceman said he dropped his gun and it accidentally fired when he picked it gp. The bullet went through Hunter‘! eart. 

GARY UNDERHILL Found dead May 8, I964 Underhill a farmer military affairs editor of Life magazine, and a CIA agent, “begged his friends to keep him out at sip t“ after the assassination, 

hit and run car struck Rose, crushing her skull, near Big Sandy Texas. DOROTHY KILGALLEN 
_ Found dead Nov. 8, I965 During Jack Ruby's trial for murder- ing Oswald, columnist Dorothy Kilgallen had o 30-minute private interview with 
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CLAY SHAW: Acquitted 
of conspiring to kill JFK, he died in I974 — but exact cause of his death was never established. 

Billionaire Named 

Hunt — recently named as a major figure in the conspira- 
cy to kill JFK -‘was actually 
taken into custody by federal 
agents on the day of Ken- 
nedy's assassination, The EN- QUIRER has learned. 
However, Hunt was detained not as a suspected conspira- 

tor — but for his own protec- 
tion, according to reporter Brian Hitchen, who interview- ed Hunt for the London Daily Mirror. 
"Hunt said the agents told him a lot of people believed he had something to do with the 

assassination, and that they wanted to take him and his wife away," said Hitchen, who interviewed the oilman in Dal- 
las on March 18, 1968. Hunt 
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JACK RUBY: After his ‘death from cancer, attor- 
neys charged Dallas ou~~ 
thorities with negligence. 

[Ruby in the iudge's chambers. She never published what was said. Dorothyltald her makeup man she was going ta "break the Kennedy as- sassination wide open within five days." Three days later Darothy was found dead in her New Yark apartment. Medi- cal experts never determined the exact circumstances surrounding her death & ‘there were no signs of violence or sui- cide — but they did discover o com- bination of alcohol and barbiturates. WILLIAM PITZER Found dead Oct. 19, I966 For three years U.S. Navy Lt. wil- licim Pitzer kept the secret of the ou- topsy of President Kennedy. Pitzer had photographed the autopsy at Bethesda Naval Hospital in Bethesda, Md., out- side Washington, D.C., and was in- structed n_eyer Io reveal what he saw. in the fall of I966 he retired from the Navy after 28 years and took a $45,000 a year lob with a network TV station. Less than a month laier, Pitzer was found dead with a bullet in his head. A gun was feund in his right hand. JACK RUBY
. Died Jon. 3, I967 Cancer claimed the life of this molar figure in the JFK assassination investi- gation. The next day his attorneys charged negligence by Dallas authori- ties who had custody at their client, They said officials ignored Ruby's varn- iling and complaints that he was ill, DAVID FERRIE 

_ 
Died Fob. Zl, I967 Ferric was a CIA contract pilot who had flown into Cuba on secret missions. In early I967 New Orleans District At- tarne Jim G rri n ‘n ‘d F

. 
.- 

= 1...-in-/¢~., -.4... \.--_ \\‘1 

Y O SO ‘ EOHVI (Q Qf' ri_e was port of the conspiracy that killed JFK — questioned the CIA pilot on the theory that Ferrie had flown the real murderers out of Dallas immedi- ately after the assassination. A month after he was questioned and released, Ferris was found dead in his
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note.‘Coroner Dr. Nicholas Chcrra ruled suicide claiming that a ruptured blood vessel had caused a massive brain hemorrhage, But the coroner never ex- plowed paw FEr:'l6 could have induced suc 0 ornorr aglt. ELADIO DEL VALLE Murdered Feb. Zl, I967 On the some day as Ferrie’s death, his close friend Eladio Del Valle, o wealthy exiled Cuban, was murdered. Del Valle, who had flown with Ferrie an rnony secret missions ta Cuba, was found in'a Miami parking lat —- with a bullet wound in his heart. 
. DR. MARY SHERMAN Murdered June W67 Another of Ferrie‘s friends, Dr. Mary Sherman was shat to death in New Orleans. Her killer then burned her body. 
DR. NICHOLAS CHETTA Died May I968 In a macabre twist of fate, the coroner himself, who performed autop- sies on both Ferrie and Dr. Sherman, died of a heart attack. CLYDE JOHNSON Murderad July I969 Johnson, 37 - who had attended patties with Ferrie, Ruby and Oswald —- was slated to testify at the New Orleans conspiracy lriol that Garrison was conducting. -Johnson never appear- ed..He was beaten up so severely he had Ia be hospitalized, Than live 

gifonlhz later Lhe was shot to death near eens urg, a 
JOSEPH A. MILTEER 
Died Fob. Z1, I974 Milteer, a right-wing extremist, was secretly taped by Miami police as he detailed with terrifying accuracy how JFK would be killed — I3 days befeie the assassination. After Kennedy's death, the FBI briefly questioned, then released Miltoar, On Feb, 9, I974, o Coleman stove blew up in his bath- room. Two weeks later Miltc-or died of burns he suffcrrrf in the tire, according to the death certificate. but no auicnsy was performed — and the burns ware not severe enough to have ccuscd death, according la a marlician who saw the body. CLAY SHAW 

' Died Aug, IS, I974 Shaw, a wealthy bU“ilfit3§:!‘l\flfl, was tried by Garrison and acquitted of con- spiring la kill Kennedy In )anu<;i-y I97-I. former CIA executive Victor Mar. chclti revealed that O CIA eiiecurrve instructed an agent to give "Shaw all the help he needs“ durina the Garrison investigation. Several months cftcr this revelation Show was found dead in his home. The exact cause at dcalh was never established because his bndy was ernbolmed too Quickly. GEORGE dc MOHRENSCHILDT Committed suicide Maren Z9, I977 De Mohrenschildt. 55. shot himself to death in Manalapan, Flo, only hours after learning that on investigator fcr the House assassinations committee wanted to interview him. Do Mahrcn- schildt once testifiad before the Warren Commission that he had been a close fri d al O old. Q71 SW 
CARLOS PRIO SOCARRAS Committed suicide April S, I977 Exactly a weak after de Mahrenschildt took his life, Carlos Prio also committed suicide, becoming the lalcst name in the assassination death list —- a list that may never stop growing, 

in the Plot Was Taken Into Custody by Federal Agents on Day 0f JFK Slaying 
escorted to another city, where they were kept for, I believe, three days. “At no time was he under arrest. He said the agents told him. it was for his own protec- tion.”

_ 

Dutch journalist Willem Ott- mans told the House assassin- 
ations committee last month that the late oilman was iden- 
tified as a member of the as- 
sassination conspiracy by George de Mohrenschildt, a Dallas geologist and close friend of Lee Harvey Oswald 
just before the assassination. 
“De Mohrenschildt definite- 

ly identified H.L. Hunt as being his important contact in the oil community with regard 
to the conspiracy," Oltmaiis 
told The ENQUIRER. - 
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TEXAS OILMAN: H.L. Hunt was detained by fed- 
eral agents -- for his own 
protection —- on day Pres- 
ident Kennedy was slain.
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A Lack of Fresh Data, 
Breeding False Suspicion 

By Jacob Cohen 
Can it be that Lee Harvey Oswald. surely the most in- tensely studied murderer in history. was, in fact. a very different man than we have been led to believe? 
Edward Jay Epstein. a long time critic ol the Warren Commission with a reputation as a moderate conspiracist. suggests this intriguing possibility in his latest book. 
Far from being an habitual loner. Epstein’: Oswald is a man who could o nothing without external direction. He did not decide by himself to defect to the Soviet Union but was recruited by Soviet agents while he served in the Far East as a Marine radar operator. in Russia. he supplied important military intelligence which may have led to the downing of the U-2 s yplane. - - 

Epstein’: Oswald, s intelligent, rational and stable. in_ the manner of a competent spy. I-is may have attempted suicide in Russia but, even so. he enjoyed a happy and ' 

Biroaserous stay there while being trained at s spy school lnsk. His application for re-admission to the United States was made under direct KGB tutelage and his writ- ings from that eriod — his "Historic iari." an un- fr endly essay agout life in Russia. letters ome, and severa sets of notes — were also prepared under Soviet direction to create the accepted "legend" oi Oswald. the seriously unhappy. increasingly disillusioned, highly erratic. suicidal y unstable. volatile Nonentity. Russia‘: control of Oswald did not end with his depar- ture lrom the Soviet Union. E stein suggests that a GB agent may even have continuegcoaching im on board the e ip he took home. Once back, he behaved in a furtlve spy- like manner, contacted known Russian agents. and even supplied the Soviets with more classified military informa- tion obtained from a photography lab where he worked. And all the time Oswald continued to embellish upon the "legend" of the unstable loner which the Russians had created for him. '

- 

A "LEGEND" ln spy languafe is a cover and Epstein points out that Oswald s legen , which the Warren Com- mission accepted. was a perfect cover for his re-delection to the United States and for his subsequent spying. if cauiht. he could alwals appear to be a lonely nut. absolv- lng is bosses. lndee . the Russians were so intent upon maintalnin this le end after the assassination that ey O sent over agfalte KG% detector who claimed to have been in ‘ ‘ ersonal charge oi the Oswald case in Russia and con n m

6

-

<

L

| 

>1

5 
L-‘ 

Pirmed to the IA and FBI that Oswald had been a pain id 9 the neck who had given no secrets and whom the Russians were lad to be rid of. - 
it should be stressed that E stein now accepts the War- ren Commission’s finding that Oswald was the lone assassin and even says he accepts what he calls the "cir- cumstantial" evidence that Oswald conceived and planned the shooting alone. However he does not even summarize this circumstantial evidence and the pages on Oswald's ac- tivities lust prior to the killing are splrinkied with old con- splratorial lnsinuations which Epste makes no effort to e ucldate or clear up. Amazingly, he says absolutely noth- ing about how and why his rational spy turned into a lone 

Continued on Page S 

. LEGEND: THE SECRET WORLD OF LEE HARVEY OS WALD. by Edward Jay Epstein. Read- er s Digest Press/McGra w-Hill Book Conyaany. 812.95. The controversial book is reviewed todaf rom two per- spectives: David _Wise writes frequent y about intelli- gence asgencles. HIS most recent book is ‘The American ollce tale. Jacob Cohen IS an associate professor of American Studies at Brandeis Universltlv. His book, Conspiracy Fever. " will be published this all.
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Epstein’s Thesis; A“ 

Of KGB Entanglements 3 

By David Wise 
Lee Harvey Oswald. according to Edward Jay Epstein. may have been some sort of a K B agent. Epstein. the au- thor of “lnt}uest" and other writin s about the assassina- tion ol Pres dent John F. Kennedy, goes not quite come out and say that Oswald worked for the Soviet lntelli ence service. nor does he offer proof. but that is the clear thrust 

3! hlslrsew book. "Legend: The Secret World ol Lee Harvey swa . 
. 

. . 

Epstein hastens to add that hilglh CIA officials dld not bo- lieve that Oswald acted "under e control of Soviet intelli- gence when he assassinated the President." In fact. he tells us. “circumstantial evidence" (a ghrasa not further explained) "seemed" tomaka that possi ilityunliltely. '_ 

But the theory that Oswald was deealy entandgled with the KGB while e lived in the Soviet nlon an perhaps after he returned to the United States is entirely compat- ible with the world-view of James Jesus Angieton. the or- mer chief of counterintellgence for the CIA, who is a cen- tral fifure in "Legend." and who was. it would appear. of consi erablc assistance to Epstein. 
Angieton. it will be recalled. is the tall. reclusive figure whose lob it was to unmask KGB attempts to penetrate or conluse the CIA. He was inevitably portrayed in the qgess as a character out of spy lictlon -- an admirer ol zra Pound who raised prize-winning orchids in his greenhouse and patiently outwitted trout with the same s ill that he used to reel In unwary Soviet agents. To some. Angieton seemed a rather sinister figure. an impression rein orced when he appeared before the Church committee oi the United States Senate and actually testified that a secret agency like CIA docs not have to obey the “overt orders" o the resident. 

T0 ANGLETON, the Cold War has never ended, and de- -tente is a Potetnltin village. yet another Soviet trick. Al- though the CIA broke the aw by opening first-class mail, Angieton defended that in his testimony as "indispens- able" to combat the Soviets. Angieton made lt plain to the senators that he was shocked - not 
by 

CIA law-breaking but by "the weakness of power" of the nited States.
_ The Angieton who testified to the Church committee ts not recognizable in "Legend." To Epstein,‘ Angieton is a master counters r. with “prematurely silver air and a finely sculpturecr ace." the “superbly patient" fisherman who "played defectors much like trout." A man. in short, much too clever to fail for a story told by the likes of Yuri I vanovich N osenko. 

Yuri Nosenko. ostensibly a member of the Soviet disar- mament delegation at Geneva defected to the CIA on Feb. 4, I964, less than three months after President Kennedx was murdered in Dallas. Nosenko told his astonished Cl contacts that he was a KGB officer who, while in Moscow, had personally supervised the lile his agency had opened on Oswald when e former Marine Corps radar operator defected to the Soviet Union in I959. Nosenko clngsned that the KGB had decided Oswald was oi "no inter t." and that neither Oswald nor his wife, Marina; had ever been 
Continued on Page 4 
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recruited or even approached by the KGB as possible agents. Nosenko. according to Epstein. added that Oswald was considered by the KG to be "unstable . . . and of lit- tle importance.". 
WITHIN THE CIA, s debate occurred over Nosenko: In brief. Angleton and his men on the counterintelligence staff considered Nosenko to be a fake. a KGB agent dis- gatched to feed disinformation to the CIA. Others in the IA did not agree; they concluded Nosenko was what he represented himself to e. FBI director J. Edgar Hoover. Epstein argues. had two good reasons to disagee with Angleton and to accept Nosenko's "bona fides.' as they say in the %py business. First. if Oswald was a Soviet agent. the F I. which had failed to keep very good track of him when he returned to the United States. would look even more incomgetent. Second. Hoover's favoritesovlet double~agent. a GB officer working under diplomatic cover at the United Nations in New York, told the Bl that Nosenko was real. This atient. whom the FBI code-named "Fedora." had supplied e FBI with a stead; stream of information about Soviet sf? activities. If edora was iyin about Nosenko. it wou mean that for two years he hadgbeen hoodwinking Hoover and the FBI about a lotof other things. - ‘

' 

Nosenko and his story form the core of Epstein‘: book. and here he has broken important new ground. There is no question that Nosenko’: defection in Geneva in ‘I964 touched off a bitter and prolonged debate within the intelli- gence community, one that has not been resolved to this ay. Before long. one senior CIA official involved in as- sessing the case had even been accused by a colleague of being a Soviet "penetration" of the CIA. And. as Epstein reveals. the Warren Commission decided not to question Nosenko when Richard M. Helms of CIA explained to Chief Justice Warren that U.S. intelligence was unable to decide whether Nosenko was real. or a Soviet disinformation agent. ' 

THE MOST INTRIGUING portion of Epstein’: book re- lates how, bit by bit, Angleton and his staff were able to assemble evidence leading them to conclude that Yuri 
:‘OS§;ikdOt§OUld notllgave‘ held thetmsitiioins in the KGB. and an e ecases. at ec aime e i . 

I 
£Jplste}in’s accounthls as intereslgng an egpoéiltion 0; $6 et a c ess game t at oes on. tween e an e KGB as will be found anfwhere. At the same time. a major flaw is revealed, both in Angleton? theory of the case and in "Legend." which so heavi y deiends on that theory. For Angleton concluded that if Nosen o was a false. that is. a 

5l;s;it:<'iwtiefe!<;tor.tt)hen his ftoéy was false‘. Whalt giosinko m in pro ec . ps ein says ng e on on- 
c}ludi€g.B"m1l:ght§:%a prior connection Oswald had had with t e ig t e. The difficulty with An§leton's equation. and Epstein‘s, is that it doesn't work to t e exclusion of all others. Epstein argues that if Nosenko is false. his story is false. Other 
::.1°iir:;Iti;iaiis mitghé belshet for eéamplf. Nosehrikg truekgig se. n er is eory. osen o mig e a man who defected. but who made u a story‘ about Os- wald's file to have something to pegdle to t e CIA. Or Nosenko might be true. and his story true. 

I lean toward a fourth equation, which apparently never occurred to James Jesus Angleton or anyone else in CIA: that Nosenko was false but his story was true. Suppose the KGB panicked after President Kennedy was killed and the only susgiect arrested in the case turned out to be an avowed arxist who had lived in the Soviet Union. Sup- 
proseghat the Soviet ieadershiphfelt it crucial tobiionvincg t e merican overnment. t e American u ic. an world opinion thgat Moscow bore no responsibllity for the assassination of a young and regular American president. What better means of accomp is ing this than to send out a KGB agent with a message that Oswald was not a Soviet agent. 
That Nosenko may not really have handled Oswald's file 

goeé no_t mean that his meslsage vlaas necessalrily fégg If e oviet motive was to “c ear" oscow an t e o responsibility for Oswald. it is certainly possible that Nosenko was not all he claimed to be but his information about Oswald was true. 
EPSTEIN ARGUES. convincingly. that Oswald might have turned over information about the U-2 spy plane to the Russians. since he had access to data about the CIA aircraft when he was stationed as a Marine aviation radar operator at Atsugi. Japan. Conceivably. the Soviets even used this information to shoot down the U-2 piloted bf! Francis Gary Powers on Ma! l, 1960. only six and a haf months after Oswald defecte to the Soviet Union. But Os- waid‘s access to_information about the U-2 was known to. and explored by. the Warren Commission. which reported that Oswald had threatened to reveal to the Russians the military secrets he had learned as a radar operator in the Marines. 
But to suggest. as Egstein does. that Oswald might have betrayed secrets to e Soviets is rather "different from concluding that Oswald had a KGB "connection." Which brings us to what ls perhaps most disturbing about Ep- stein s book: it is, from jacket and title to the last footnote. heavily larded with dark hints, implications never-quite- stated. and veiled innuendo. For examcple. Epstein devotes considerable (and very interesting’) etail to George De Mohrenschildt. the Soviet-born usinessman who be- friended the Oswaids and who, according _to Epstein. 
__ 
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worked variously for Polish, French and possibly Swedish and Nazi intelligence, and‘was in close contact with “J. Walter Moore. the CIA agent in Dallas." 
But Epstein’: impressive research into De Mohren- schildt’s tanfiled life is severely distorted by the chapter title: "The ai-idler." The handler for whom? Does 

Eig- stein mean to suggest that De Mohrenschildt was Oswal a Soviet controller Or his "handler" for the CIA? Or what? Presumably, Epstein wants us to conclude that De Moh- renschildt was "handling" Oswald for some intelligence agency, but he doesn't say, and the chapter headlngbcon- veys some of the elusive, slippery quality of the ook. Perhaps George De Mohrenschildt was handing Oswald for the KGB. as I think Epstein is hinting, but there is an equally validdpossibility that he was an international, free- lance busybo y. 
"LEGEND," althougih it concentrates on Nosenko and Oswald. travels throug an eslpionage maze. For examgle. before Nosenko popped up n Geneva in I964. anot er Soviet defector. whom the CIA called "Stone," and whom

V 

‘Angleton apparently believed to be tellng the truth. had warned that a "mole." or penetration agent, had burrowed his way into the senior ranks of the CIA and was reporting to Soviet intelligence. Nosenko contradicted certain infor- mation provide to the CIA by Stone and insisted there was no “mo e." Angleton. Epstein says. therefore concluded that Nosenko may have been dispatched to the West in 
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Lee Harvey Oswald as 'a 19-year-old Marine sta tinned in California (left); and while at Atsugi Japan. in May1958. - 
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part to discredit Stone and to persuade the CIA that then was in fact. no "mole" in Langley.
_ Within the CIA. the debate over Nosenko continues Angleton's view was not universally hailed. For one thing Epstein says. Nosenko. who had first contacted CIA ir 1962, two years before he defected, provided the informa- tion that enabled the British to arrest John Vassall. a Soviet spy in the British Admiralty. By itself. this did n_oi prove Nosenko's bona fides. since in the espionage sea. lit- tle fish are often sacrificed for the bigger ish. in I967 and 1977 official CIA in-house investigations concluded that Nosenko was a %enuine defector. n the meantime. CIA director William olby had forced out Angleton and his top aides. The cloaks and daggers were flying. In the end, the most fiersuasive lesson of "Legend" is that Angleton. for all of ls apparent brilliance in discred- lting the details of Nosenkos story. was limited in his larger conclusions by the very limits of the dark and secret world in which he operated. Nosenko false story false is not an equation that would be accepted by an honorable schoolboy. 

ONE MIGHT EVEN suiggest a fifth equation. If Nosen- ko's story was so clumsi y transparent. if there were so many strands danglinfi for Angleton to tug at and unravel, might it even be that osenko was a KGB plant whose pur- pose was to make CIA conclude that he was false. and therefore his story false? That. you see. might lead the CIA to think Oswa d was a KGB agent. when in fact he was not. which would confuse everybody. And it would lead James Angleton to conclude there was indeed a "mole" burrowing away in the CIA..What better way could Mos- cow find to sow confusion and suspicion inside the top echelons of American intelligence?
_ For all of its shortcominfs. "Legend" will be required reading for those intereste in the secret world of intelli- gence and in the Kennedy assassination. It is well-written, carefully researched, an ultimately very disappointing. v 

\
_ 
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‘Legend’:'A Patchwork of Flimsy Insinuations, Defying Our Common Sense Continued from Page I murderer who would risk involving Russia in an incident which could have had catastrophic consequences. I would guess. therefore. that most readers of this book will leave t with the strong impression that the man _who could do nothing alone did not kill the President alone either. How could we have been so wrong about the past and. more than that. the character of a man who has been. as relentlessly scrutinized as Oswald? Supported 
baa 

an al- most unlimited budiget" which was supp ied by e Read- er's Digest. and ai ed by a team of researchers. Epstein claims to have turned up important new data. How_ever. students of the case will e struck by how little new infor- mation he has uncovered and how cleverly he has projected. as his own, material which is already ln_the arren Regort and other works. Although the book gives the outwar aplpearance of thorough documentation. any- one who carefu y studies_Epstein s footnotes will fin_d litt e help in locating the verifiable sources for his most impor- t_ant factual assertions. 

BUT MORE SERIOUS: in several instances Epstein has resorted to distortions and coverups of exactly t e sort he has freguentlr attributed to the Warren Commission. Cons tier. or example, his sensational contention that Oswald’: handwritten ‘Historic Diary" is not an accurate day-by-day account of a despairing man's &I'OWil'l§ disillu- sionment with Russia. as suggested in the a_rren_Repprt. but in fact a legend. manufactured und_er Soviet direction. Egsteln notes two striking anachronisms in the _diary w ichlfrove that it was composed well after the indicated date. e also claims that microscopic analysis of Oswald s handwriting establishes that_the diary was written in one or two sittings. referring in his footnotes to the work of one Thea Stein Lewinson. a graphologist.
_ 3 Now it should immediately be noted that Eplstein has misrepresented the Warren Commission whic did not claim that Oswald's diary was a day-by-day record. Appendix Xill to the Warren Report _states clearly _that _"the early entries (in the Historic Diary) were written after the events which they describe.“ Indeed. it is not only Epstein's view that the,-Historic Diary created a legend for Oswald but the Commission‘: as wel ; after all. what is an “Historic Diary" which is carefully printed and. not writ- ten longhand in Oswald's usual manner. but_a deliberately- fashioned legend written, to quote the Commission, with future readers in mind"? One would never guess it from reading Epstein, but the Commission's Oswa d was an inveterate creator _of docu- mented legends for himself, a one-man KGB: Oswald. the disillusioned lover of Russia; Oswald, the effective pro- Castro organizer; Oswald, the meticulously patient wou_ld- be assassin of right-winger Edwin Walker. His Russian wife Marina. who in Epstein's reading must be an agent. too. and a brilliant and reckless liar, told the Warren o_m~ mission about a scrapbook Oswald collected documenting each step of his plan to assassinate Walker; and, to verify ger story we have pictures which he took of Walkers ome. 

SO THE ISSUE is not, as Epstein suggests. whether Os- wald’s version of his life in Russia or anywhere is partly legendary (the scar on his left wrist from the suicide seems real enough) but whether he was coached in his leg- end by the Russians. 
Nonetlfeless. l got curious about Epstein's graphologist. Thea Lewinson, and contacted her. A Eraphologist. she ex- plained. is not a handwriting expert. u_t an interpreter of psychology through handwriting. She generously sent me (and I s all now guote from) some o the materials she says she submitte to Epstein which develcf her analysis of Oswald's mental state while in Russia: " pparently the writer of these letters was subject to stroigg changing moods and intense fluctuating emotions cause by a basic instability in the personality makeup. . . . (E)motional intensity (kept) this individual in a state of unrelieved sus- pense. similar to a catatonic state." The Oswald which Lewinson perceives in his Russian writings was a man who could on y learn what appealed to him. a sloppy worker. unrealistic. inconsistent. unable "to discern the vital points in a problem." unable to follow orders for very long, who "frequently misperceived and misinterpreted his environment. ' A most unlikely candi- date as a Soviet operative. One wonders what Epstein would have said if the Warren Commission had so egre- giously suppressed the complete opinions of one of its own ex erts. 

_ 
gut one doesn't have to be a handwriting expert to see signs of Oswald's troubled state in his writing. His spell- ing. for one thing. is almost subversively poor - "aquia- taces“ for BCILUSIDIBHCES, “yonuge" for young. "beaure" for bureau - espeaking, among other things. a fierce re- sistence to the authority of language. What could have motivated Epstein, who as Oswald submitting docilely to Soviet authority. to have corrected all of Oswa d's spel ing errorsin hlssdirectguotations? Slowed down an examined frame by frame. the film of Oswald which Epstein flashes before his reader turns out to be a patchwork of flimsy insinuations which go against the commonest sense. 
WAS OSWALD SPYING for the Russians in the Far East and ‘recruited there to go to Russia? if so. he was the stupidest spy on record. or he contrived to get himself re- moved from radar duty and sent to the brig‘ or striking an officer and misusing a gun. Some of his arine bud les.

l

l 

rsawara Jay Epstein 
who made the pathetic Oswald the brunt of their jokes. told Epstein that the girl he was seeing in Japan was too classy for the likes of him. and Epstein makes a good deal of that. But the Warren Commission says clearly that Oswald made contact with communists in the Far East and that they_may have influenced his decision to defect. The Com- EllSilQi1‘5imply found no evidence of recruitment, nor has ps ein. - 

Would the Russians have been so stupid as to have Eut a Russian-speaking agent on board the ship which too Os- wald home and have him spend hours coaching him in his legend? if Oswald were a slpy would he have begun to write communist organizations mmediately after his return to the United States openly referring to himself as a savvy operative? Could he have supposed that his letters to the Soviet embassy. in which he openly refers to his contact with a Soviet agent. would not have been intercepted by the F_Bi or CIA. as indeed they were? Would he ave so conspicuously identified himself as a pro-Castro anti- American and referred to himself as a possible spy to per- fect strangers? 
Epstein says that Oswald may have given the Soviets classified data while working. at the minimum wage. in a ghOi0gl'€ff‘llC lab which was doing secret work for the Air “or_ce. e points out that Oswa d had written the word microdot" next to the address of the lab. a reference no, doubt to the familiar espionadge technique whereby data is Ehotographically compresse to the size of a dot before eing Jiassed on. But Oswald also openly discussed the micro ot techniwe with co~workers at the lab — would a spy? - and the arren Report leaves no doubt that he ob- tained his low-level ‘gab entirely through the efforts of the Texas Employment ureau. w ich has not been shown to have been under Russian control. Furthermore, Epstein's shameless lnsinuation that the sified lists of map loca- tions which the lab was photog hing were actual y lists of spy plane taiégets - a leap of ancy which gets Oswald bac into the oi U-2 business — is offered. like most of his may-have-beens. without any evidence whatsoever. OF COURSE, there is no way finally to disprove a may- have-been and indeed most of the may-have-beens which Epstein develops have been the subject of official and pri- vate speculatlon since well before the assassination. Alter Oswald defected to Russia in i959. the Navy investigated the possibility that he had been recruited by the Russians, concluding that he had not. At that time as well. the FBl recorded its reasonable suspicion that Os- wald might be an agent and might return to this country under fa se pretences. 

in his book. Francis Gary Powers ex resses the susg>i- cion that Oswald's information led to tge downing of is plane but we now know that it was not Oswald's possible information (altitude and flight characteristics) which enabled the Russians to shoot down the U-2 but rather an lm\€,t'0V€d missile capability. hen Oswald applied for readmission to the U.S.. the State _Department was warg; and when Nosenko defected. bringing confirmation of t e official version of Oswald's Russian period. elements in the ClA's counter-intelligence staff were suspicious that Nosenko was a so-called disin- formation agent sent to clear the Russians. Although the CIA eventua ly came to believe Nosenlto. one man in par- ticular. James Angleton. its former head of counter-intelli- gence (who was removed in i974 after his involvement in t e _CIA's notorious "O eration Chaos" surfaced). has carried his suspicions to the point of obsession. Angleton seems to have been Epstein's principal source. The author treats him almost reverentially. However. con- trary to the iritplication in this book. Angleton had been leaking his suspicions to journalists an congressional committees long before ’he met Epstein; conspiracists have been talking about him and his views on Nosenko for years. 

-’ 1»:-.._;_ >2; 1—.;:-iii‘-““iE"*l"r;5§'Al'¢?{5;§i>.?-55 
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Edward Jay Epstein. who has been a profound observer of how the press is used tolplant misinformation. should have been more suspicious o the motives of a defeated bu- reaucrat. Not that there isn't something _to be said for Angleton's position or for the ‘other suspicions which_Ep- stein has resurrected. There is; and Epstein has said it well. But there is something to be said for the other side a_s well. which remains unexamined; and. after all, there IS only onetruth in the matter. 
ONE OF THE defining characteristics of the political paranoid is that he takes an atmosphere of suspicion as proof of his own suspicions. Students of McCarthyism Will recognize the phenomenon. if Epstein has given us nothing new about Oswald, he has brilliantly evoked the workadaz suspicions. the savage bureaucratic competitions whic ensued upon the assassination; and. yes. the indubitable coveru s which spot the record of the Kennedy_assassina- tion. it}; doubt. after the shooting. overnment agencies. which are habitually terrified of iindsi ht jud ments. moved to obscure their prior sus icions of Oswalg out of fear that they would be accusetfof insufficient caution. (But lfi(it‘bf(iilnderstood that none were suspicious that he wasa l e I er. No doubll. too. that the Warren Commission was misled and. in a few instances, warned off leads which would lead them to secret intelligence operations - not to speak of in- sights into the bureaucratic morass which Epstein has uncovered. This too can be made to seem suspicious. Pil- ing suspicion upon suspicion produces — what else? — sus icion. 

ail: no answers. No reality. Can any serious Jaerson really expect the Warren Commission to have aire these matters which, in light of all that the Commission knew gbout gswgl?d and his crime. were irrelevant to the presi- ent's eat 
Lee Harvey Oswald shot Kennedy from a building in which he worked. He obtained the job nearly a month be- fore decisions were made which brought the President to his very doorstep. The circumstances of his getting the job have been studied thoroughl and are entirely innocent. Nor can Kenneth O'Donnell, whose decision brought Kennedy to the Texas Book Depository Building, be sus- pected of havin sent his friend to his assassin. T is is only a smattering ofthe circumstantial evidence discouraging theories of conspiracy which Epstein never discusses. 
AND WHAT ABOUT the assassin? For years. conspira- cists knowing how the real-life Oswald de eats any notion of laibger conspiracy have postulated the existence of sec- ond swalds. exact look-alikes. One recent book. "The Oswald File." by Michael Eddowes. argues that the real "Oswald disa peared in Russia. replaced by an exact look- alike, sound?alike. remember-alike. who returned in his place. convinced his famildv that he was the old Lee. and then killed Kennedy on or ers from Khrushchev‘.~Accord- ing to Eddowes the Americans were supposed to learn that the Communists were behind it. which is why the fake Os- wald dropped so many clucs about his affections for communism. Khrushchev's motive, he says. was to dare the Americans to act on this intelligence. and, since he knew they wouldn't. to accept the de eat implied. by their failure of nerve. 

At least Eddowes has the courage to complete his story. Avoiding the use of a second Oswald. Epstein has sim'p y made Oswald himself into_the second Oswald, a sure ire literaa device which Melville uses to brilliant effect in "The nfidence Man." 
Eut it won't wash. The theory is defeated by all that we reliably_ know about the nonentity who always resented and resisted authority and became an entity in one mur- derous moment. ¢
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he setting was familiar. an or- 
nate, high-ceilinged congres- 
sional hearing room, bright with 

- the glare of television lights and 
packed to the brirri with spectators and 
reporters straining for every word. On 
the dais, the committee members ap- 
peared solemn anddeliberate, as well 
they might, for before them history 
was literally in the making. It could ' 

have been Watergate, Koreagate, the 
Kefauver hearings or any of the inves- 
tigative extravaganzas that periodically 
bestir Congress from its somnambu- 
lance. But this hearing, into the assas- 
sinations of john F. Kennedy and 
Martin Luther King _]r., was different, 
both in tactic and outcome-an out- 
come that, unknown to the assembled 
spectators and reporters, had already 
been determined months in advance. 
So it was last month as the House Se- 

lect Committee on Assassinations 
opened the final, public phase of its 
two-year investigation of the Kennedy 
and King murders. The first major 
witness was ]ames Earl Ray, King's 
convicted (and, 

' 

at one point, con- 
fessed) killer. He behaved in fitting 
fashion, proclaiming his innocence 
and attacking the committee itself. 
The reporters scribbled furiously. It 
was greattheater.-- " - - '--_ ~I -- 

No doubt the theatrics will continue 
(provided Congress appropriates the 
$790,000 in additional funding the 
committee says it needs to stay in busi- 
ness past Labor Day) for the rest of the 
hearings‘ scheduled eight-week run. A 
number of the upcoming performers 
are_ sure-fire box-office: Marina Os- 
wald, widow of the accused presiden- 
tial assassin; Richard Helms, late of the 
CIA and conspiracies of hisown; and, 
as a special, added attraction, a former 
President of the United States, Gerald 
R. Ford. Lending additional appeal 
will be revelations about organized 
crime, spies, sex, all manner of plot- 
ting and shadowy men, and Cuba. 
(Castro himself chatted with a commit- 
tee delegation--three congressmen 
plus staff members-and provided 
documents that committee sources call

t 

may show his feelings about the com 
mittee, Castro also revealed much of 
the material to the press. claiming the 
documents prove that the CIA at- 
tempted to frame him for Kennedy's 
murder.) - 

In the end, with all due gravity, the 
committee will issue its. final report- 
which,in the best traditions of Alice in 
.Wonderland, is being written even now, 
weeks before the investigation ends. 

It has always been an odd quest, the 
search for the murderers of john F. 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King, un.-_ 
dertaken largely by odd men, often for 
odd reasons. And there is no question 
that the history of the House" Select 
Committee on Assassinations has been 
odd indeed. Approved, reluctantly, by 
the House, only after considerable 
pressure from the Congressional 
Black Caucus, the committee was 
chaired early on by Texas Congress- 
man Henry Conzalez, whose investiga- 
tive expertise sprang from the hap- 
penstance of. riding in a presidential 
motorcade through Dallas on Novem- 
ber 22, 1963. As chief counsel, the 
committee hired Richard A. Sprague, 
who prosecuted t.he killers of Unit- 
ed Mine \Vorkers insurgent jock Ya-' 
blonski. But ‘Sprague's tenure was 
brief. Within a few months, Gonzalez 
was accusing Sprague of being a liar 
and a "rattlesnake," while Sprague was 
calling his chairman “a sorry example 
of a person." Both finally ended up 
quitting, and the committee survived 
a House move to kill it by a bare49- 
vote margin. "

_ 

Since then, the Committee, with new 
chairman Louis ‘Stokes (D-Ohio), a 
leading member of the Black Caucus, 
and new chief counsel C. Robert 
Blaltey, has been quietly toiling away, 
safe from the light of publicity. More 
than 3,000 interviews have been con- 
ducted with witnesses; autopsy results 
have been studied; ballistics tests have 
been conducted; files have been pored 
over; and, by the committee's reckon- 
ing, answers have been found. 
What, precisely, those answers are 

will remain secret until their release 
this December. But New Tinus .h:is 
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' ' vJl_ v That.Lce Harvey Oswald siui-tl 
alone in shooting Kennedy. 

v That Martin Luther King was the 
victim, essentially, of a "family plot," 
involving jaines Earl Ray and his 
brothers ]crry (see "A .\lan He Calls 
Raoul," NT, 4/l/77) and john Larry, 
both convicted felons, and his sister, 
Carol Pepper. Committee sources say 
the_report' will state that James Earl 
Ray did, in fact, fire the fatal shot at 
King, and that his family helped him 
escape. The committee has not yet de- 
cided whether this questionable sce- 
nario will bebroadened to include the 
possible participation of a number of 
white racists and businessmen, who 
have been previously connected to the 
Rayfamily. -_ \_- ' ' 

Q That contrary‘ to the i,Varren 
Commission's findings,_]ack Ruby, Lee 
Harvey Oswald's killer, had extensive 
ties to organized crime and was heavily 
involved in gunrunning to Fidel Cas- 
tro's revolutionaries. (see “The Secret 
Life ofjack Ruby,” NT, 1/23/78.) 

ln the best traditions of 
Alice in Wonderland, 
the House Assossinolions 
Committee is writing 
its report now, before 
the probe is over 
0 That Lee Harvev Oswald's possi- 

ble connections to intelligence organi- 
zations, foreign or domestic, remain 

0 That both the CIA and the F81 
concealed--and that the F_BI also de- 
stroyed—-evitlence the Warren Coni- 
mission VlI2llX_£tC'CdC(l, but Wdid so out 
of bureaucratic embarrassment. ln 
short, the work of both agencies \~/as 

"Embed, not sinister. ' 

‘ In addition, the committee also con- 
ducted a number of tests on crudal 
pieces of the physical evidence in the 
Kennedy assassination. In one of 
them, neutron activatioh analysis 
(NAA) purportedly "matched" shards 
of metal taken from the wrist ofTexa.t 
Governor john Connally to the “magic 
bullet" which, according to t.he \V:\'i"rcn 
Commission, struck the President in 
the back, exited his throat and con- 
tinued on to inflict five additional 
wounds to Governor Connally. The 
match-up, if true, substantiates the 
“magic bullet“ theory and, with it, a 
key point in the lone assassin argu- 
ment. Photo analysis has also been run 
on several films of the assassination, 
' ' h f 3 "l n tie including t amous_



i 

lrnovii- ' 

l.’\l;cn by Abraham Zapruder, 
as well as another film shot by Orville 
Nix. The Nix film. according to some 
\Varren Commission critics, revealed 
the presence of an assassin on the 
grassy knoll. But the committee's anal- 
ysis shows no assassins. Finally, the 
committee summoned a panel of fo- 
rensic pathologists to examine the X- 
rays and photographs taken during 
Kennedy's autopsy. The panel'con- 
cluded that.the President was stmclt 

, twice from the rear: once in the back 
got the neck (by the bullet which =1- 
; legedly continued on to strike Connal- 
, ly), and a second, fatal time in the top 
! of the head. 

, , 

The committee‘: conclusions will 
have their critics. Already assassina- 
tion researchers, including some on 
the committee itself, have found 
th.ings.to question,such as: .- - - 

‘ 0- The authenticity of the autopsy X- 
rays and photographs: - 

= -. 

O The credibility of the_forensic pa- 
thologists. (A number of the doctors 
are personally‘ and professionally 
affiliated withmembers of a controver- 
sial-1968 panel which studied the same 
materials and. tame to the same co_n- 
ologists,Dt. Werner U. Spitz, the med- 
ialexaminer of Wayne County, Mich- 
igan, is a friend of Commander James 

‘ Hurnes, one of the three doctors who 
conducted the highly criticized autop- 
sy on the President. Spitz is also a 

y 

figure of some infamy in his own right, 
i having been chastised in 1976 by a spe- 
lcial county taslt force. for “improper 
and . . - morally reprehensible" ac- 
tions in performance ofhis official du-- 
ties.) - - 

0 The' credibility of the as-yet- 
unrevealed NAA techniques. Similar 
tests were performed-for the Warren 
Commission,. which- supressed the 
news that the analyses had ever been 
conducted (leading some to speculate 
that the results- did not support the 
commission's- 'lone-assassin conclu- 
sion). Some-of the committee's tests 
were performed by Alfred P. Guinn, who also conducted some of the War- 
ren Commissiorfs NAA tests. - _‘

A 

- I The intelligence connections of 
Itelt Corporation, which briefed the 
committee on photoanalysis. Itelt, 
whose briefings supported the \Varren 
Commission's conclusions, is headed 
by a former CIA agent and_holds a 
number of contracts withgovemment 
agencies, including the CIA. _ 

Complicating the committee‘: tenta- 
tive lone-assassin conclusion are the 
recent findings of a respected Boston 

-acoustia firrrr, commissioned by the 
committee to analyze interferencc~n'd- 
den tapes of Dallas police transmis- 
sions. The firm found evidenceof four 
or five shoLs--findings which, if true, 

clusions. One of the committee's path--
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rule out Oswald as the lone assassin. 
Tlie test resulb, fealied to the press in 
early August, have been dubbed 
"Blaltey's problem" by some staffers. 
As a.result, the report itself will be 

considerably less than the full and final 
word on who ltilled Kennedy and’ King 
that it was- intended to be. Many 
areas—notably Oswald's motives and 
whether he was directed by others- 
will- be left purposely ambiguous, to- 
the considerable irritation of some 
present and former committee inves- 
tigators.'°‘What they are going to put 
out," says Alvin B. Lewis ~_]r., former 
acting -chief counsel, “is a document 
that is safe and politically acceptable to 
the Congress.'-"- 
The- man overseeing the repor-t— 

and every aspect of the investigation— 
is committee chief counsel C. Robert 
Blaltey. He selected the witnesses, de- 
ddedwhich leads to follow and which 
to ignore, picked the forensic panel, 
called on Itelt to brief the committee, 
hired and fired the staff, and set its 
agenda. . 

_ _ 
. . If 

The "professor," as Blaltey prefers 
to be called, is, to all appearances, the 
thoughtful soul .of academe-quiet, 
deliberative, meticulous. His resume is 
impressive: four-year veteran of the 
organized crime and racketeering sec- 
tion of Robert Kennedy's justice De- 
partment: former chief counsel to the 
Senate Subcommittee on Criminal 
Laws and Procedures; principal con- 
sultant to President.]ohnson‘s Com- 
mission on Law Enforcement and Ad- 
ministration of justice; consultant to 
Tim, Loni and Lift; and director of 
Cornell University's Institute on Or- 
ganized Crime. At the time of his 
appointment in june I977, he seemed 
the perfect man for the job, an'intel- 
lectual cop, a man who knew the inner

\ 
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'“\. at least, went the reputation. llut 
la nththcimp»essivecredcntialsand 
\vcll-polished manners, a different 
Robert Blaltey emerges-an ambitions 
academic on the make, apparently un- 
concerned with constitutional niccties 
or the accepted procedures of investi- 
gation. lt was this Robert Blaltcy who 
helped draft the Nixon-backed S l, a 
bill that would have severely limited 
civil liberties. lt was this same Robert 
Blakcy who personally wrote tlieinfa. 
mous Title lll of the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, 
which for the first time authorized 
court-approved wire-tapping and clcc- ~ 

tronic surveillance by law enforcement 
agencies. Not that Blaltey's dedication 
to the war on crime- was total. On at-

, 

least one occasion he allied.himself 
with rather peculiar company: Ranclio 
La Costa, a multimillion dollar San 
Diego -resort financed with Teamster 
pension fund money, and the subject, 
since its opening 13 yars ago,'of nu- 
merous investigati0ns-.One of those 
investigations was conducted by two 
freelance reporters, jeff Gerth and l.o- 
well Bergman, onassignment for Pen!- 
housc. As a result of their March I975 i 

artide, La Costa sued the magarjne for 
$630- million, one of the largest libel 
suits in history. In the initial court pro-

_ 

ceedings, the resort and its co- 
plaintifis produced a host ofcharacter 
affidavits, including one provided by ' 

none other than G. Robert Blaltey, 
who, while conceding ignorance of the- 
truth of Penlhousfs charges, branded 
the-article “recldess in thcextrerne." 
‘Another cause for won'y is Blake)-‘s 

association with people who were pg. 
tential witnesses before his own com- 
mittee. During his days as a major con- 
sultant to the President's Commission 
_on Law Enforcement in the mitl-six- 
ties, for irutance, Blaltey served closcly 
with four men connected to the origi- 
nal‘ investigation of john Kennedy‘: 
murder: Nicholas Katzcnbach, who, as 
deputy attorney general in I964, ap- 
plied severe and as yet unexplained 
pressure on the Warren Commission 
to immediately endorse, prior to inde- 
pendent investigation, the notion that 
Oswald acted alone; Leon laworslti, i 

special counsel to the ‘an-en cbT1T., 
riiission andThe man charged witltqihl

, vestigatmg whether Oswal'd~harl.*an 
ties to intelligence Qaworslti ; 

found nonerthree yearflater, it was 
disclosed that a foundation of Q-E31 C 

jaworslti was a trustee was a sccrct con} i 

another special counsel to the Warren 
Commission; and Supreme Court jus- 
tice Lcwis f-'.Powell, who, as president- 
elect of the American Bar Association, 
was named by the ABA as a legal ob- . 

server to the Warren Commission to 
t‘(‘|PJfT\T§\'TT"U\‘H
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ptulcfl O3wqld'$ rights, Z|l‘t(i lfisltllid 
spent much of his time devising v 
to disbar commission critic Mark L:t.. -. 

All the same, committee investiga- 
tors were more than willing to give 
Blakey a chance. After the conten- 
tiousness under Sprague and Con- 
zalez, the committee finally seemed to 
be getting down to business. Even 
Blakey's opening remark at his first 
news conference--“there will not be 
any more news c_onferences"—seemed 
to be a mark of serious purpose. - 

They soon discovered, though, that 
Blakey's style of investigation was most 
peculiar. He exhibited, for instance, a 
positive obsession with secrecy. Soon 
after his arrival, all staff members were 
required to sign a "non-disclosure 
agreement“ that prohibited any out- 
side discussions relating to committee 
operations and compelled reporting 
any such inquiries to the committee. 
-Failure to do so could bring a $5,000 
fine, dismissal, disqualifiation from 
future congressional employment and 
possible criminal prosecution. Ten, 
prominent critics of the Warren Com- 
mission whom Blakey quietly invited 
to Washington for a discussion of the 
case last September were also required 
to sign the agreements, even though 
Blakey revealed nothing of substance. 
Later, Blakey instructed the staff to 
have no contact with Critics without his 
specific, personal authorization. By 
then, the press had been barred as 
well, since, in one of his first official 
acts, Blakey had closed the press office. 
Even the aides of the members of the 
committee were cut off from reviewing 
the progress of the investigation. So 
great was Blakey's compulsion for 
"secrecy that he _ordered copies of the 
contracts of all consultants withheld 
from the House Administration Com- 
mittee--a move virtually unprecedent- 
ed in congressional history. '. 

. _By contrast, Blaltey was oddly trust- 
i__r1g of the I-‘Bl and the ClA,__agencies_ 
which, in the minds of mang,_are_ 
themselves under suspicion. Dismiss; 
ing such concerns, and a preliminary 
report of the committee (which had 
guestioned both the ClA's and FBI‘; 
handling of the Kennedy case), Blalggy 
established a cozy relationship with the 
Bureau and the Agency. Before ex- 
amining any classified CIA files, com- 
mittee investigators had to sign a CIA 
secregy oath similar to that signed by 
_agency critic Frank Snepp and all oth- 
er CIA rsonnel. Any notes made 
from Ciiaixdocuments were subject to 
Agency clearance. And, in a burst of 
startlin beneficence, Blakey agreed to 
let the %lA review the final re rt of 
the committee before it was releiiiied to 
Congress and the public. Blakey's all- 
too-willing accession to intelliggnce 
procedure flabbergasted his own_st:tfi'

J
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and others f.unili.tt with the commit- 
w¢'s'"wF1<',"¥;2>'5,;' .tiie_ni_ Richard 

E‘; ""—§\/l1iat‘s the 
pT'n_t_5l'_tFffir'ig m;{r'¢.~a§|'Tt1t=_t'ir_§; 
i5T=Y€TFTF?i '=="'s"t:'9".':izt'.=.<'2.?_§tiiF.5I.s~i~=.> 
sees it-an w 31 we can do with it?" ln 
return for the committee's coopera- 
_tion, the intelljg_¢~'_fi’_€_i§__3_}?,t-ncies prom- 
i?ed unlimited access t9_£h_eir filg_s,,__b_uL 
have continuedtgstall _an_tl_qr1_a_t_le_g_s_t 

"_\'Vhal' they are going 
To put out,” says the 
former acting chief" '

' 

counsel,-"is a document 
that is safe and _‘ I 

_

' 

politically acceptable” 

one occasion. the CIA was caught 
/‘lying about the existence of files. 
--=WH5t troubled investigators far 
more, though, was Blaltey's dogged 
narrowing of the focus of their prob- 
ing. Soon after his arrival, Blakey lec- 
tured the assembled staff on the im- 
portance of limiting objectives and lat- 
er divided them into five separate task 
forces, with sharply defined areas of 
responsibility. Where once Sprague 
had talked of an “open-ended investi- 
gation" lasting five years or more, 
Blakey now instructed his people to 
have the case wrapped up by the end 
of the year. Those who quarreled with 
the new direction of the investigation 
soon found themselves unemployed. 
One of the first to go was Kevin Walsh, 
a researcher, and uncommon among 
the staff in that he had actually studied 
the Kennedy case before being hired. 
But Walsh was known to have friends 
among Warren Commission critics, 
and, within a few months, Blakey re- 
quested his resignation for what was 
termed “poor work habits.” Donovan 
Gay, the committee‘: chief of research; 
was squeezed out following a series of_ 
disagreements with Blakey and the 
gradual diminution of his access to 
classified documents. Another re- 
searcher, Colleen .Boland, was fired 
without explanation. She promptly 
sued the committee. and, in an ironic 
turnabout, retained as counsel two 
of Blakey's predecessors, .Richard 
Sprague and Alvin Lewis. And, within 
the past six weeks, Blakey himself has 
discharged 28 staffers—24 of them in- 
vestigators—on grounds that the com- 
mittee was running out of money. 
Blakey would be in a position to know. 
Last February, he relurmd $425,000 of 
the committee‘: budget to Congress, 
saying that the funds were not needed. 

Cl 
liy far the most c.\plo.>ive t.lcp1utu|r_ 
ough—and the one which says the 

most about _the committee's work- 
ings-—was the resignation of Robert]. 
Lehner. Lehner, a former Manhattan 
assistant district attorney and chief 
deputy counsel in charge of the King 
investigation, had, during the brief 
regime of Richard Sprague, developed 
I good working relationship with 
jznnes Earl Ray, and was pursuing a 
‘number of leads Ray and others had 
pr'ovided him. Certainly, there were 
leads aplenty in the killing of Martin 
Luther King. \Vho, if anyone, was the 
mysterious “Raoul” whom Ray claimed 
had framed him? iVhat was the source 
of Ray's apparently limitless funtling?_ 
l-low did he manage to come by forged 
passports and identity papers? Why 
had the Memphis police department 
"stripped" King of protection shortly 
before his assassination? To what 
lengths was the FBI willing to go to 
“get” King? It was these and many 
other questions that Lehner and his in- 
vestigative task force were trying to an- 
swer-to the considerable discomfort 
of G. Robert Blakey. According to 
committee sources, Blakey insisted on 
a far narrower and neater inquiry, lim- 
ited essentially to ]ames Earl Ray, the 
members of his immediate family and 
_].B. Stoner, head of the racist National 
States Rights Party. A Confrontation 
ensued. Ultimately, Lehner took his 
case to the full committee, which pro- 
ceeded to split into two opposing fac- 
tions. Black congressional support, 
which might have been expected for 
Lehner, mysteriously failed ‘to materi- 
alize, even as rumors circulated of lf-‘Bl 
tapes which, if disclosed, would prove 
embarrassing to several of King's for- 
mer key assodates. In any event, 
lllaltey carried the day by issuing a 
“him or me" ultimatum. At that point, 
Lehner stepped aside. “The commit- 
tee would never have survived if 
Blakey quit,“ one congressional aide 
said later. “You've got to remember, 
this committee is walking on egg 
shells.” ~~-'7-Li. -_ - 

. .. 

l.ehner's resignation brought a ma- 
jor shift of focus in the Kinginvcstiga- 
tion. Ray, who had been cooperating, 
suddenly turned sullen. His family be- 
gan to feel pressure .from Blakey. 
Their financial records were sub- 
poenaed, and Ray's brothers and sis- 
ter soon felt mor_e like suspects than 
witnesses. Citing possible conflict of in- 
terest, the committee refused to allow 
jcrry Ray to retain Mark Lane (who is 
also representing Iames Earl) as coun- 
sel, at the srtme time ominously warn- 
ing jcrry that he would be wise to se- 
cure another lawyer. (He eventually 
represented himself.) Ray's sister, Car- 
ol Pepper, was likewise refused pen 
mission to retain the lawyer of her 

a~-.--.-.._ . 
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tl’t0it_t,~, Inn it-.ar, a st-euili:-t on the 
Ring case who had ome represented 
James Earl. (She managed to lteep hint 
only after the committee backed away 
from a showdown.) The committee re 
fuseil requests by the Ray brothers and 
Carol Pepper that their testimony be 
taken in open session, and shortly af- 
ter his closed-door testimony, john 
Ray found himself back behind bars, 
his parole rei/olted at the request of 
Blaltey, who had accused himgoi possi- 
ble perjury". 

-

I 

But the most self-destructive strata- 
gcm allegedly involved subornation oi 
perjury, receipt of stolen property and 
the monitoring and tape-recording of 
phone calls by an undercover agent, 
reportedly in the employ of the com- 
mittee. , _ 

- - 

The agent's name was Oliver Patter 
son, a selflidentified former informer 
for the FBI. According to Mark Lane, 
Patterson, along with committee inves- 
tigators “and their agents,” stole copies 
of letters between the Ray brothers, 
monitored and tape-recorded tele- 

phone conversations with them, and, 
in one particularly sleazy bit of busi- 
ness. were instructed todisclose scurril- 
lous information to the New Yarlt 

Times about Lane's sex life. Blaltey, ob- 
viously shaken by Lane's charges, 
which ame on the eve oftthe hearings, 
called them “serious” and promised to 
investigate. 
True or not, Lane's allegations, 

along with Blaltey's own behavior, are 
bound to cast a pall on the hearings, 
which are scheduled to last another six 
weeks or more. Blaltey has been count- 
ing on the hearings to go well, and 
wcelts before they started, he rep0rt~ 
edly was calling the executives of the 
various television networlts, urging 
them to provide coverage. It is his mo- 
ment in the spotlight, and he has re- 
hearsed it carefully. A lotis riding on 
these hearings for G. Roben Blakey. 
More than one source who has come in 
contact with him lately gets the impres- 
sion that, when the investigation is 

wrapped up, he would very much like 
a senior job in the justice Department. 
A good performance could be a step- 
ping stone. - <- 

‘ ‘ 

What the hearings will do for the es- 
tablishment of truth is something else. 
So poisoned has the atmosphere bt~ 
come from months of bitterness that 
whatever conclusions the committee 
comes up with will be suspect. And 
that is sad-for whatever its sins and 
omissions, the committee‘s field inves- 
tigators have uncovered much that was 
never ltnown about both murders. 
One soutte talks wistfully about “doz- 
ens of leads” into a possible eonspiraty 
to ltill Kennedy--leads which, like so 
much about the Kennedy and King 
murders, will now 0 a limmefing. O 8 8
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” he Secret World of Lee Harvey Oswald 
ntinued from page El)-—-—-— 
his is far from the only shortcom- 
. The footnotes are too_ sparse, the 
:umentation is fuzzy, and occasion- 
' even the dates Epstein cites are 
t plain wrong. For a project 
inced by Readefs Digest, repor- 
ly for $500,000, the reader has a 
it to better scholarship—and_ to 
re information. .Epstein tells more 
his promotional interviews about 
book than he does in the book lt- 

le assured New York magazine, for 
zince, that he really doesn’t think 
Russians were involved in J'FK's as- 
iination. "I think that the fact that 
vaid traces so clearly back to the 
asians makes it extremely unlikely 
t they would have recruited him as 
assassin," Epstein was quoted as 
ing in the magazine's March 6 issue. 
lpstein does write, in an early chap- 
that “Neither Angleton's shop nor 
CIA's Soviet Russia division be- 

ed that Oswald was acting under 
control of Soviet intelligence when 
assassinated the president. (In fact, 
rumstantial evidence seemed to di- 
iish that possibility.) It seemed far 
re likely to both that the relation- 
) Nosenko was attempting to pro- 
1 might be a prior connection Os- 
d had had with the KGB." That 
l, Legend marches on .conspirato- 
ly to Nov. 22, 1963 in a chapter 
ed "The Day of the Assassin," 
ICIJ is the concluding segment of a 
lion subtly titled “The Mission" 
I book is full» of subliminal messages 
t Epstein avoids stating openly. 
at, for instance, are ‘we to think of 
those bungled assassination plots 
inst Fidel Castro when they have 
n hatched in I CIA compromised 
1 high-ranking enemy “mole”? , 

fnfortunately, Legend has a perva- 
: weakness, a persistent double 
idard. It keeps Iassigning omnis- 
ice to every Soviet move and delib- 
te intent to every omission. But 
it the American intelligence agen- 
t do and say is usually kissed off in a 
tnote or mentioned only in passing. 
tein does not even mention, much 
deal with, Nosenko's report to’the 
that the KGB not only had no con- 
lion with Oswald, but also sus- 
ted him of being an American 
eper" agent.

1 
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' And’ what of 'Epstein's perhaps un- 
witting disclosures—in the book and in New Yo-rk magazine—that Angleton's 
counterintelligence experts had inter- 
cepted a stridently snti-American_let- 
ter Oswald wrote to his brother in 1959 
and another in which Oswald said he 
had seen U-2 pilot Francis Gary Pow- 
ers in Moscow. What's going on here? 
As late as August 10, 1976, CIA Director George Bush assured a House subcom- 
mittee that “the only correspondence 
to or from Oswald that was intercep- 
ted was one letter. dated 8 July 1961, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Iiee Harvey Oswald, from 
his mother . . . 

" Perversely, for all 
its shortcomings, Legend commands 
serious attention. lt is, as one of the 
publisher's blurbs states, “a ‘sensa- 
tional, highly controversial expose,” 
drawn from a storehouse of declassi- 
fied documents, including some ob- 
tained only by Epstein, and interviews 
wlthmore than -100, people, many of 
them not interviewed by the Warren 
Commission. It throws new light on Os- 
wald's life, especially in Japan where 
he apparently dated a nightclub host- as who cost more than his take-home 
pay and where he reportedly “became 
involved with a small circle of Japa- 
nese communists.‘ 
The freshat revelations, however, 

are those about Nosenko. 'I‘hat they 
came from Angleton and likeminded 
colleagues makes them all the more in- 
triguing. What former CIA Director 
William E. Colbyhas described as An- 
gelton'a “ultraconspiratorial" view of 
the world B apparently no longer in 
vogue at the agency. But ifhis theories 
were doubted (Colby, for one, believed 
they did the CIA more harm than 
good), his brilliance never was. Even 
today, no one in the intelligence com- 
munity seems brash enough to assert 
that Angleton didn't know what he 
was talking about. He seems to have 
kept too many secreu to himself, 
-boarding them like ammunition. In 
any case, professional disagreement 
with the CIA's chief of counterlntelli- 
gence was always cautiously stated. 
In his own forthcoming book, Hon- 

orable Men: My Life in the CIA, Colby 
puts it this way: , 

"I spent several long sessions doing my best to follow his torturous con- 
spiracy theories about the long arm of 
_a powerful and wily KGB at work, over 

decades, placing its agents in theheart 
-of allied and neutral nations and send- 
ing its false defectors to influence and 
undermine American policy. I confess 
that I couldn't quite absorb it, possibly 
because I did not have the requisite 
grasp of this labyrinthine subject, pos- 
slbly because Angleton's explanations 
were impossible to follow, or possibly 
because the evidence just didn't add ‘up to his conclusions; and I finally con- 
-eluded that the last was the only real 
answer. At the same time, I looked in 
vain for some tangible results in the 
counterintelligence field, and found 
little or none. I did not suspect Angle- 
ton and his staff of engaging in im- 
proper activities. I just could not fig- 
ure out what they were doing at all." 

Nonetheless, Angleton's suspicions 
about Nosenko-at least as reported 
by Epstein—cannot be easily dis- 
missed. The Russian KGB officer first 
surfaced as a CIA informant in 1962, 
just six months after another Soviet in- 
telligence officer, Anatoll M. Golitsin 
(code name: Stohe), had defected with 
the startling report that a high-rank- 
ing “mole” had alreadybeen planted 
in the American system. Nosenko, in 
effect, assured the CIA that the "mole" 
was no more than a mouse, s low-rank- 
ing American military man who once 
worked as a motor pool mechanic at 
the U.S. Embassy in Moscow. 
Nosenko's own defection in Febru- 

ary of I964, with his claims to full 
knowledge of the KGB case file on Os- 
wald, led Angleton and other CIA 
skeptics to the discovery of one incon- 
slstency after another. But FBI Direc- 
tor J. Edgar Hoover wasn't interested. 
According to -Epstein, Hoover was more concerned about covering up the 
I"BI's failure to keep a closer watch on 
Oswald before the assassination. “By 
an odd twist of fate, the FBl‘s interest 
lay in concealing, rather than reveal- 
ing, any hint of Soviet involvement," 
Epstein writes._

_ The infighting was evidently fierce. 
By the spring of 1964, apparently on 
the heels of two FBI inter? -vs that 
took Nosenko at his word, the CIA, re- 
portedly with the approval of Attor- 
ney General Robert F. Kennedy, put 
Nosenko in solitary confinement and 
began a grueling “hostile interroga- 
tion" in hopes that the KGB man 
would break down before the Warren 

Commission had to submit its report. 
The ploy didn't work. The Warren 

Commission decided _not to question 
Nosenko at aU, ostensibly following a 
June 24, 1964, conference between 
Warren and the CIA's Richard Helms. Helms told the chief justice that it was 
still unclear whether Nosenko was s le- 
gitimate defector or a Soviet disinfor- 
mation agent. 
The only trouble with that sequence 

is that the Commission took up the 
question of Nosenko the day before, on June 23, 1964. Could it have decided 
to call Nosenko, only to have Helms 
head off the showdown by buttonhol- 
ing Warren the next morning? No one 
knows. The CIA has thus far stead- 
fastly refused to let the transcript be made public-on the mind-boggling 
grounds that the release of any infor- 
mation about Nosenko “can only inter- 
fere with American cou.nterintelli- 
gence efforts." 
The CIA kept hammering away at 

Nosenko, keeping him in custody with- 
out any legal or constitutional author- 
ity until 1967. His disbelievers in the 
CIA’s Soviet Russia division compiled a 
900-page report, chronicling all the in- 
formation he had provided. It con- 
cluded that he was a fake, assigned by 
the KGB to mislead the investigators 
of President Kennedy's assassination. 
But Nosenko had his defenders, too, and they finally prevailed with a 500 
page reply that won its author the CIA 
intelligence medal. For Nosenko, who 
is reputedly under a death sentence in Mother Russia, the Agency provided a 
$30,000-a-year allowance, a new iden- 
tity and a new home. Six years later, 
Epstein writes in a simplistic version 
of the event, Angleton was forced into 
retirement by Colby on the eve of The 
New-,York Times’ disclosure of illicit 
domestic activities at the agency. An- 
gleton's top aides were forced out with 
him.-T The new counterlntelllgence 
crowd appointed Nosenko one of its 
consultants. 

Epstein's conclusion is ominous: “With Nosenko accredited and the 
counterintelligence staff purged, the CIA had truly been turned inside out" 
Oversimplifled? Of course. Over- 

stated? Absolutely. Some truth to the 
book? Undoubtedly. Where? Who knows? But watch out for those oak 
trees. El
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Three men were assigned major and pub- 
lic roles in the historic events of Novem~ 
bet i963 in Dallas, Texas—.lohn F. Ken- 
nedy. Lee Harvey Oswald and Jack Ruby. 
Since those tragic days the American news 
media have devoted a great deal of energy 
toa critical examination of Kennedy's per- 
sonal and political life. indeed, books and 
even front-page stories in major news- 
Papers and television news programs have 
delved into the murdered President's 
tenuous ties. through an alleged sexual 
relationship. to organized crime. It 
remains one of the ironies of the past 
decade and a halfthat Jack Ruby is now 
emerging as a patriotic nightclub owner who loved the republic not wisely, but too 
Wll. while Lee Harvey Oswald has been 
reborn in the Reader‘: Digest as a skilled 
assassin trained by the KGB (Soviet secret 
Wlice). 

ln February ofthis year CBS aired Ruby and Osii-alt/, a drama which told us that 
Rub)‘ was an emotional man, that he truly 
cared for the President and the President‘s 
Wife and that he killed Oswald not because he loved him less but because he loved 
Jacqueline Kennedy more, and therefore 
QUIt_e_ naturally sought to spare her the 
additional griefof returning to Dallas for a long and dreary trial. As the current media 
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rev-isionists tell it, Jack Kennedy was a 
lecher whose degrading sexual excesses 
betrayed a loving wife and a naive and 
trusting country. Ruby, on the other 
hand, suffered greatly through his pure 
and abiding love. in a sense. he both killed 
and died for us all. 
And what of Lee Harvey Oswald? The 

forgotten, inept and hated loner of the 
early l960s returns to us in the late 19705 
as a cool, KGB-trained killing machine, 
courtesy of FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover's favorite transmission belt for 
the dissemination offalse information, the 
Reader’: Digest, and the questionable 
theories of an author who put his 
legitimizing credential as “critic of the 
Warren Commission Report“ on the line 
for a budget of approximately S2 million. No one dare call Edward Jay Epstein, 
author of the Readers Dig€SI book Legend: 
The Secret World of Lee Harvey Oswald, a 
cheap whore. 
The lives and times of Jack Ruby and 

Lee Harvey Oswald were full and 
troubled. Neither was a loner. Both were 
deeply involved with American intelli- 
ttence assignments, and Ruby had served 
as : front man for organized crime for 
most of his life. Even a cursory examina- 
tion ol’ their various assignments will 
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move us much nearer lo understanding 
the implications of the assassination of 
President Kennedy. llcfore we look more 
closely at the mu/Jiick Ruby, however, it 
may be instructive to look at the image of 
him now being promoted.

g According to the television production, 
Ruby killed Oswald so that Kennedy‘s 
family-above all, the President‘s 
widow-would not have to suffer through 
a public trial. This media fabrication may now establish a trend. During May of this 
year David R. Bcrknwill, the self-styled “Son of Sam" killer, pleaded guilty in New York City to having murdered six 
persons and wountlcd seven others during 
a year~long rampage with a .44 revolver. 
\\'hile entering his plea, he explained to 
the court (reportetllv with a straight face) 
that he had decided to plead guilty “to 
spare the families of the victims the circus 
ofa trial.“ Perhaps the TV "documentary 
drama" showing Riiliy agonizing over Jac- 
queline Kcnnedy‘s forthcoming return to 
Dallas inspired Bcrknwitz. 
Ruby, in fact, was a hired killer who 

worked for the FBI and organized crime. 
lle murdered Oswald as an assignment. 
Shortly after Ruby-‘s itrrest—three cheers 
here for the Dallas |\(‘\ii€C, who were able 
to apprehend the hit titan in their midst—- 
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his attorney, Tom Howard, told veteran 
reporter Alonzo Hudkins that he and his 
client were depressed. They were unable 
to develop an adequate legal defense to 
the charge. Hudkins told me recently that 
he then suggested to Howard that Ruby 
adopt a story that might create some pub- 
lic sympathy for Oswald‘s_assailant. At 
that point, according to Hudkins, he 
thought up the idea that Ruby should say he shgl Oswald to spare Jackie Kennedy 
the trauma ofa trial. Howard's face lit up, and he said, “Well, that sounds real good. 
I‘ll tell lack about that today.“ 

Later, Howard called I-Iudkins to tell 
him that “Jack loved the story and he is 
going to use it." A few years later the 
myth became reality as the American peo- 
ple saw an actor portraying Ruby going vi- 
cariously through Jackie's sulTering until, 
as a man of compassion, he impulsively 
put an end to the threat. 
Jack Ruby emerged as a central 

character in the Dallas drama when he 
shot JF K's alleged assassin on November 
24, 1963, in the basement of the Dallas 
Police and Courts Building (and before a 
live-television audience). Oswald had 
been a prisoner fortwo days, during which 
time the local police and the FBI both 
silenced and isolated him. He had been 
interrogated for more than 12 hours by FBI agents, prosecuting attorneys and 
local and state authorities, and yet the Warren Commission reported without 
further explanation that no tape record- 
ings, stenographic records or comprehen- 
sive notes survived the interview session. 
Therefore, we were unable to learn what 
Oswald had said during the lengthy 
periods of questioning. The suspect was 
further isolated when, after he requested 
that a lawyer come forward to provide 
legal assistance for him, the three lawyers 
retained for that purpose by the Dallas 
Civil Liberties Union were denied the 
right to talk with him. Unfortunately, 
neither the lawyers nor the American 
Civil Liberties Union made any effort to 
overcome the blocks set up by the FBI and 
the local police to deny Oswald's right to 
counsel. 

Just after Oswald was murdered by 
Ruby, who had worked for the FBI in 
Dallas in I959, the FBI destroyed a letter 
from Oswald, which was then in its files in 
Dallas. The forensic evidence alone pro- 
vides ample proof of a conspiracy to 
assassinate President Kennedy. There- 
fore, if Oswald was guilty, he was part of 
the conspiracy; if he was not part of the 
conspiracy, he was innocent. From the 
viewpoint of the assassins it was necessary 
to silence Oswald while he was in police 
custody, for if guilty he might have in- 
criminated others, and in any event his 
trial would no doubt have provided a forum for evidence of conspiracy. If Os- 
_wald was innocent, the evidence might 
well have established that fact; alerting the 
nation that the murderers were still at
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large. Ruby, from the vantage point ofthe 
conspirators, met_the historically neces- 
sary obligation that self-preservation 
imposed upon them. 
Who was Jack Ruby, and how did he get 

into the basementofthe Dallas Police and 
Courts Building to kill Lee Harvey 
Oswald? The Warren Commission pre- 
tended to confront these questions, 
secured some discomfiting information 
that it ignored or suppressed, and was 
both an accomplice and willing victim of 
the F8I‘s refusal to share its information. 

With the limited historical perspective 
afforded by little more than a decade, it 
appears that Jack Ruby may be the Roset- 
ta stone ofthe assassination. A new inves- 
tigation might profitably begin by examin- 
ing the many facets ofhis life. Only recent- 
ly did I discover that he had received help 
getting into the Police and Courts Building 
and that he did not enter through the 
Main Street ramp. Witnesses in Dallas, 
alive although frightened, know that 
Charles Batchelor, then assistant chief of 
the Dallas Police Department, personally 
escorted Jack Ruby into the basement via 
an elevator and that moments later Ruby 
executed Oswald. Batchelor was later pro- 
moted to chief of police. 

Batchelor had played a major and 
perhaps decisive role in determining the 
route of the President's motorcade. And 
several days before the assassination in 
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T/ti: is Ute larlpbolo ever taken of]ne/r Rub), 
whose eonnecliomt to U.S intelligence and 
organized crime Mire Iart; been overlooked. 

Dealey Plaza he was the ranking represen- 
tative of the Dallas Police Department to 
drive over the selected route with federal 
authorities. 
When the Warren Commission asserted 

that Ruby had not been part of organized 
crime, it did so by suppressing the FBl‘s 
information about him and by alleging 
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that local authorities stated that Ruby was 
not so involved. The local authority cited 
was Assistant Chief of Police Charles 
Batchelor.

_ 

The CQmmi5StOn's commitment to 
cover up the possibility ofRuby‘s involve- 
ment in any action other than one 
impulsive act on November 24, 1963, was 
no doubt responsible for its determination 
that Ruby was not at Parkland Memorial 
Hospital (where Kennedy and Texas 
Governor John Connally were taken) on 
November 22, 1963, in .spite of very 
strong testimony to the contrary. For in- 
stance, Seth Kantor, a reporter for the 
Scripps-Howard newspaper chain, testified 
before the Commission that he not only 
had seen Ruby at the hospital that after- 
noon but had also spoken to him. Ruby, 
Kantor maintained, had tugged at his coat 
and asked him whether or not he (Ruby) 
should open his club that night in view of 
the tragedy. As a reporter for the Dallas 
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was out at the.hospital." And the bullet. 
which tied Oswald‘s purported rifle to the 
assassination, materialized at the hospital 
while Ruby was there. According to the Wil- 
ness who discovered the slug—Darrell C. 
Tomlinson, a senior engineer at Park- 
land-it rolled offa stretcher, either Presi- 
dent Kennedy's or Governor Connally'5. 
after an unknown man “pushed the 
stretcher.“

_ 

O I I 

In 1959 the American intelligence com- 
munity entered into a partnership with 
organized crime with the aim of 
assassinating Fidel Castro. Evidence 
uncovered in 1975 by the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence (Church Com- 
mittee) revealed that a series of abortive 
efTorts to kill the Cuban premier were 
undertaken by this partnership. Also in 
1959, not long after the victory of the 
Cuban Revolution and while that country 
wasstill in a state of transition, Jack Ruby 
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77mes Herald, Kantor had known Ruby for 
"years. In spite of repeated and disbelieving 
interrogations by the Commission, Kantor 
was adamant. He testified: “l did talk to 
the man, and he did stop me, and ljust 
can‘t have any doubt about that.“ 

Kantor‘s testimony as to Jack Ruby‘s 
presence in the hospital on that date was 
corroborated by several other witnesses, 
but to no avail. All the Commission could 
secure to support the preconception that 
Ruby was not there was its allegation that 
Ruby denied it—or, as one Commission 
lawyer told a witness in an_effort to con- 
vince her to change her statement: “Jack 
himself has denied very vehemently he 
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visited Havana. 
For the Cuban people the island's major 

harvests were agricultural, including sugar 
cane and tobacco, but for American crimi- 
nal syndicates the harvest was freshly 
laundered cash taken each night from 
their casinos—the largest and most lucra- 
tive gambling establishments in the world. 
ln August 1959 this cash-flow was 
threatened by the new Castro govern- 
ment. lt was at this time that Lewis J. 

Mcwillie, manager of the Tropicana 
casino (the world's largest, owned by 
Meyer Lansky‘s syndicate), invited Ruby 
to Havana, paid his air fare and spent 
many hours with him there.

4 

C ‘ 3 

Ruby's visit to llavana followed his 
effort to secure a letter ofintroduction to 
Castro. He offered topurchase such a let- 
ter fo. $25,000, according to the statement 
of Robert R. McKeown. 
McKeown might have been the most 

important witness to testify before the 
Warren Commission. Two of the Com- 
mission‘s ‘lawyers felt his testimony was 
urgently required. Had McKeown 
testified, the course ofthe past decade and 
a half might have been materially 
different. Having learned what McKeown 
knew, the members of the Commission 
could hardly have insisted that either 
Ruby or Oswald were lone assassins. The 
Commission, determined to find no con- 
spiracy, resolved its dilemma by refusing 
to call McKeown as a witness and by deny- 
ing permission to the Commission lawyers 
to take his testimony. Robert McKeown 
remains a man of mystery. His life reads 
not unlike an exciting adventure story. 
McKeown and an associate had 

invented and developed a machine to 
clean coffee beans. That task had been 
time-consuming and had previously been 
done by hand. “We took our machine to 
Cuba,“ McKeown said, “because of the 
cheap labor there.“ 

Fulgencio Batista was running the coun- 
try; his militia called upon McKeown and 
said the dictator wanted to be a partner in 
the venture. Batista wanted a 20-percent 
interest in the company. McKeown, sti- 

fling feelings of outrage, explained that he 
was an American citizen and business- 
man. The guards shrugged and left. They 
returned later, and McKeown offered a 
similar explanation. They again left. Other 
guards returned, and McKeown-at rifle 
and bayonet point—was thrown into a 
military vehicle and then flown to Miami. 
He was told he would be killed if he ever 
returned to Cuba. 
McKeown brooded about his loss, and 

was then approached by a representative 
of Carlos Prio, the former president of 
Cuba who had been overthrown by 
Batista. would McKeown like to meet 
Prio to discuss ways of regaining his busi- 
ness? The meeting was set up, and a 20- 
year friendship began. 

Prio explained that a revolution to oust 
Batista was under way. lt was to be well- 
financed and led in the field by a man 
named Fidel Castro. Prio was to be 
restored as president, and McKeown 
would get his business back. The opera- 
tion needed a talented, sophisticated, 
well-connected, highly motivated 
American businessman to secure weapons 
and get them to Castro in Cuba. 
McKeown agreed. He was well-paid and 
anxious to again have control of his lucra- 
tive setup in Cuba. 
McKeown spent more than a week with 

Castro at a hotel in Tampico, Mexico. He 
embarked upon a plan to get guns and 
ammunition to Cuba for Castro‘s troops. 
[Editor's Note: Following the successful
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revolution Fidel Castro, nol Carlos Prio, 
became Cuba’: new head of stare. Subse- 
quently. Prio joined forces with the U.S. 
Central Intel!/genre Agency in an effort to 
overthrow, or assassinate, Casrro.] 
McKeown arranged for weapons to be 

taken from a U.S Army arsenal in Arkan- 
sas and delivered to him in vans. He also 
handled large sums--of money given to two 
United States senators. McKeown was a 
Houston-based engineer who had contacts 
in the business world, including the 
petroleum industry, and in government. 
He sent weapons to Cuba in oil tankers. 
ships carrying oil drums (in which 
machine guns and bazookas were stashed 
away) and in airlifts to the interior of the 
island. Before the operation was betrayed. 
resulting in his arrest in 1958, McKeown 
had delivered S8-million worth of 
weapons and ammunition to the 
insurgents. He personally flew to Cuba 
twice during the revolution and met with 
its leaders. 
McKeown‘s final plan involved the 

purchase of a strategically located house, 
in which he stored S2-million worth of 
weapons, and the purchase of a ship to 
take them to Cuba. He was arrested, the 
ship seized and the weapons confiscated 
by the F81. Charged with 15 felony 
counts, he faced a life sentence. But Car- 
los Prio and his CIA sponsors intervened, 
and McKeown was never asked how he 
secured the arms. He was sentenced in 
Federal District Court in Houston to 90 
days, of which he served 59. 

ln 1959, after his takeover, Fidel Castro 
came to Houston, publicly embraced 
McKeown and offered him a place in the 
Cuban government, urging him to return 
to Cuba with him at once. But McKeown, 
who had been placed on probation for five 
years, did not wish to leave the country 
without permission. Castro said, “You 
will be the only American in our govern- 
ment. You can have your business back, 
franchises, anything you want. Without 
your arsenal we would have failed.“ But 
McKeown never could gain permission 
from a federal court to return to Cuba. 

It was later that year that Jack Ruby 
visited McKeown and offered him 
$25,000 for a letter of introduction to 
Castro. lt now appears that Ruby was 
working for the organized crimel 
American intelligence partnership seeking 
to kill the Cuban leader. After the 
assassination of President Kennedy, FBI 
agents interviewed McKeown, who 
recounted the Ruby offer. One of the 
major scandals ofthe Warren Commission 
Report was the refusal of the Commission 
members to question McKeown, a point I 

emphasized in Rush to Judgment, pub- 
lished in 1966, long before l met 
McKeown. 

Several months before the assassination 
Lee Harvey Oswald, together with a 
Cuban identified only as Mr. Hernandez, 
called upon McKeown. Oswald said that
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Roberl McKeown, r/tizfgun-rurtrtn to the Cuban Rrvolulion, (bats wit/I Fidel Castro in Hourlon in 
April 7.95.9. Later, Oswald and Ruby bot/t /tad occasion to call on lltr resourceful bu.tt'ne.mnan. 

he represented a movement in a Latin 
American country and that he wished to 
purchase weapons for a revolution. 
McKeown, still on probation, urged him 
later and offered $10,000 for four semi- 
automatic rifles with telescopic sights. 
McKeown was tempted, but declined. Had 
the rifle found on the sixth floor of the 
Texas School Book Depository Building 
been traced back to Castro‘s purveyor of 
weapons, a situation potentially greater 
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than the Missile Crisis might well have
. 

exploded. 
After the assassination George De 

Mohrenschildt called upon McKeown and 
tried. to persuade him 
not Oswald, had met him. Since 
McKeown had told no 
with Oswald, he wondered how De 
Mohrenschildt had hea 
George De Mohrenschildt had been ..__?_._ 

employed by the CIA 
Oswald from New Orleans to Dallas just 
prior to Kennedy's as 

that an impostor, 

one of his meeting 

rd ofit. 

and had brought 

sassination. When 
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became irate and said, “The FBI in Dallas Author Mark Lou managaajobn I-I Konrad)’: and Fort Worth both assured me that 1.960 election campaign in New fork Cit).
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Oswald was harmless.“ Later he con . 
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gludfid that Oswald was innocent and had 
been set up to take the blame. De 
Mohrenschildt was completing a 
manuscript dealing with the conspiracy to 
tin Kg;-mgdy when he died under 
mysterious circumstances in Florida. Two 
days later Carlos Prio also died in Florida, 
likewise under mysterious circumstances. 

tn 1961, when Castro's political position 
was understood, Prio moved into 
American intelligence circles and became 
leader of the anti-Castro forces in 
America. In that position he offered 
McKeown a substantial sum to use his 
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friendship with Castro to kill him. 
It seems apparent now that McKeown‘s 

Statement to the FBI in 1964 and subse- 
quent statements to me, together with 
other available evidence, indicate that Q 
1963 Oswald who had been employed by 
the Marine Corps, was given the as '

-

a 
fiht from McKeown. During that same 
general time-frame, October 1963, the 
Central intelligence Agency established a 
series of charades in Mexico City for the 

a n I 

a e with ‘a mani described 

inations in the,-Western Hemi- 

also included a trip to the Cuban Embassy 
in Mexico City by an impostor pretending 
19F___sM-ld- % F 

Bl and CIA documents, now available, 
demonstrate that the "Oswald" who 
visited both the Cuban and Soviet 
embassies in Mexico City in October 1963 
was not Lee Harvey Oswald. The Warren

6 

/F ‘
. 

Commission_ terrorized by the possible 
consequencesofa thorough investigation. 
decided not _to conduct such a probe. 
A serious investigation would have 

revealed that Ruby was part of organized 
crime in Chicago at least as long ago as 
1939 and that atithat time he may have 
been a Svndicate hit man. It also would 
have revealed that Ruby began working 
for the FBI in Dallas on March ll, 1959, 
and that when he was on assignment in 
Cuba, possibly to assassinate Fidel Castro. 
he was employed by the organized crimel 
intelligence alliance that had already tried 
and failed to kill Castro and was to try 
many more times in the coming years. A 
full investigation would have shown that 
Oswald had been given the intelligence 
assignment of buying at least one rifle with 
a telescopic sight from the man who had 
provided the weapons of war for Fidel 
Cas_tro‘s guerrilla army. . 
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Marine Lu Oswald told David Bucltnrll It: 

expected to mum from the USSR “a lino." 

Had McKeown sold that rifle and had it 
been found on the sixth floor ofthe Texas 
School Book Depository—followed by the 
"evidence" that only a month before the 
assassination Oswald had returned to 
Dallas from talks with the KGB officer in 
charge of assassinations (and a visit to the 
Cuban Embassy in Mexico City to obtain a 
visa, ostensibly to flee to a Communist 
country after killing the President)-the 
world might not be intact today. 

Apparently, all that thwarted the mad 
scheme to make Castro appear responsible 
for Kennedy's killing was the refusal of 
McKeown to sell Oswald the rifle and the 
desire of the Commission to cover up all 
traces of conspiracy in the interest of 
“national security" and international 
peace. The frightened little men who ran 
the Warren Commission were afraid to 
conduct a search for the truth because 
they thought (incorrectly as it turns out)

4 
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that they knew just where iawould lead 
While the information secured from 

McKeown permits us to place Lee Harvey 
Oswald in a proper historical context tor 
the first time, and provides some evidence 
of his role as an intelligence agent, state- 
ments _iust made by Oswald‘; Marine 
Corps buodies provide proof of his 
espionage assignments. 

poll showed 
that approximately 81 percent of the 
population believed the Warren Commis- 
sion Report to be a cruel hoax. The poll 
also showed that more Americans were 
inclined to consider the CIA and the FBI 
as the possible assassins of President Ken- 
nedy than were convinced that Oswald 
had acted alone. 
Because of the public‘s attitudes, the 

police and intelligence launched a massive 
public-relations campaign to direct suspi- 
cion away from their respective organiza- 
tions. In long-suppressed documents J. 
Edgar Hoover had urged the use of the 
Reader‘: Digestto deal with the question of 
conspiracy in these matters. The ClA‘s 
use of television and radio networks and 
of the New York Times, Washington Pas! 
and Washington Star, as well as the major 
news weeklies, had been suspected for 
some time. 
Soon a full-scale program to connect 

Oswald posthumously with a Russian 
secret-police agent was under way-led, 
almost predictably, by the Reader's Digest. 
As previously mentioned, Reader's 
Digest Press published Edward Jay Ep- 
stein‘s Legend." The Secret World of Lee 
Harvey Oswald, and the magazine itself 
ran excerpts from the book in two con- 
secutive issues, accompanied by a nearly 
unprecedented advertising campaign. Ep- 
stein had been given, as he described it, “an almost unlimited budget.“ He, being" 
a modest fellow, spent approximately S2 
million to write the book, which cannot 
possibly earn for its sponsors any sum 
approaching the amount expended. This 
raises two questions: Why did the R€0deP'S 
Digest embark upon a plan doomed to 
financial failure? And was the money, in 
this intelligence escapade, really provided 
by the -magazine? 
The extravagance ofthe project is hard- 

ly reflected in the book itself, a shoddy 
work in which obvious errors and blatant- 
ly false statements abound. For example, 
Epstein flatly states, “Ballistics cannot be 
done on pistols." What he meant to say is 
that a ballistics examination ofa slug fired 
from a pistol cannot prove that the bullet 
came from a particular pistol to the exclu- 
sion of all otheripistols in the world. 
However, that statement is false, as any 
teenager who has ever toured the FBI‘ 
headquarters in Washington, D..'T., 
knows. 

Epstein offers this thesis: Oswald was a KGB operative while still in the Marine 
Corps in 1958. At that time he was 
' GONTINUED 

an-~ we s~.~;;-..-:-.-- 
‘ 

--:--=':-5;-am: . .-._.-_. ______;___;.:-_;'_?..iii_L:‘:_‘:L-~-1 .- 
i 

. . 

-a 
. _;»_—s_.~; _



Q 

stationed at Atsugi, Japan, and was 
assigned to work on the most secret of 
all military projects—the U-2 spy plane. 
Oswald, a mere private first class, was 
paid substantial sums of money by the 
Russians to pass secrets along to them. 
According to the Epstein-Reader’: 

Digest scenario, proof that Oswald 
worked for the KGB can be found in the 
fact that he frequented the Queen Bee, a 
fashionable Japanese club, and that he 
spent large sums of money there. Ep- 
stein was apparently informed by his 
intelligence sources that the Queen Bee 
was a place where military secrets were 
discussed and where the Office of Naval 
Intelligence knew that a spy might oper- 
ate. He writes in Legendthat Oswald was 
the only lowly enlisted man there and 
that even lower~ranking officers would 
stand out in that club. In addition, Ep- 
stein notes that Oswald entered into a 
liaison with a beautiful Japanese 
woman, a suspected KGB contact, and 
that he undoubtedly paid her a great 
deal of money, He even brought her 
back to the top-secret U-2 base, Epstein 
assures us. 

lf Epstein, almost 20 years after the 
event, was able to discover that Oswald 
was a Russian spy, based exclusively on 

_ 0
( (

I 

informatioh well-known to Oswald's 
superiors in the Marine Corps_at the 
time, is one not entitled, indeed com— 
pelled, to ask why the Marine Corps 
took no action?

_ 

Oswald rubbed elbows at the Queen 
Bee ,with high-ranking military officers 
and rubbed more than elbows with high- 
priced Japanese prostitutes. He was a 
big spender at the club, and was perhaps 
the only enlisted man who appeared 
regularly at the establishment. And he 
was assigned to the U-2 project. Had 
Oswald not been given permission to do 
what he was doing, he would have been 
suspected at once, and militaryjustice— 
to use a self-contradictory term—would 
have had its harsh way with the soldier 
before his second effort to lavish funds 
at a club where he did not belong. Who, 
then, did give Oswald permission? 

Recently, a former Marine who had 
served with Oswald in Santa Ana, 
California, after Oswald had returned 
from Atsugi, began to talk about his dis- 
cussions‘_with him. His name is David 
Bucknell. The Warren Commission 
never talked with him and neither did 
Epstein. In April l9'/8 French televi- 
sion presented three extraordinary 
documentaries about the Kennedy 
assassination. These incisive programs 
were developed by Jean-Michel Char~ 
lier, a well-known French filmmaker.

0

I 

Following the program Wesley 
Leibeler and David Belin (two lawyers 
who had served "as assistant counsel for 
the Warren Commission) and Epstein 
and l participated in a discussion. I 

played a portion of an interview I had 
recorded with Bucknell. Epstein only 
said. "They never told me that he was in 
Oswald's unit." Then"he added, “His 
name wasn't on the roster I was given." 

Yet Bucknell was there. I met with 
Bucknell and James Botelho at my 
apartment in Venice, California, in 
April 1978. Botelho, even Epstein and 
the Warren Commission agree, was 
Oswald's roommate when they were sta- 
tioned at the Marine Air Control 
Squadron (MACS-9) at Santa Ana. 
Botelho and Bucknell asserted that they 
had been there together with Oswald. 
After his discharge from the Marine 
Corps Botelho became a police officer in 
California, and later ajudge. 

Bucknell told me that one day he and 
Oswald went to a tavern near the base to 
drink a 'few beers. Two women ap~ 
proached them. Later that day Oswald 
told Bucknell the incident with the 
women reminded him of an experience 
he had had at Atsugi. 
Oswald had been alone in a bar when 

an attractive Japanese woman ap- 
proached him, he told bucknell. She 
asked him some questions about his 
work on the base. That work vas, of 
course, with the supersecret U-2 
program. Oswald, predictably, reported 
that conversation to his superior oflicer, 
who then arranged for a meeting on the 
base between Oswald and a man dressed 
in civilian clothes. 
The man, a "security" or “security- 

intelligence" operator, explained to 
Oswald that he could do his country a 
great service. Oswald was told that the 
woman was a KGB contact and that he 
would be given false information to pass 
on to her. Oswald agreed, and while still 
a teenager in the Marine Corps he 
became an intelligence operative. His 
liaison with the woman continued; he 
was given money to spend at the Queen 
Bee, and apparently encouraged by 
American intelligence to enter into a 
sexual relationship with the woman. 
Years later, while examining 

Oswald's medical records—released 
along with thousands ofirrelevant docu- 
ments by the Warren Commission in 
l964—-l discovered a most remarkable 
entry. The chronological record ofmedi- 
cal care for Lee Harvey Oswald (pub- 
lished by the Commission as Donabe- 
dian Exhibit No. l, Volume l9, page 
605) noted that on September 16, I958, 
he had been treated for gonorrhea while 
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in the Marine Corps at Atsugi. The Armed Services tend to consider 
venereal disease a serious problem and 
punish enlisted men who contract a 
dose. The affidavit stated that Oswald 
got the disease “in line of duty." It 
further exculpated Oswald from any 
responsibility by stating. "Not due to own misconduct." 
When this startling information was 

released on French television. Epstein 
answered, “They told rne that they 
always write ‘in line ofduty' for any dis- 
ease or injury. They told me that when Oswald accidentally shot himself with a 

.22 pistol, they wrote ‘in line of duty‘ on 
that medical report." Epstein never did 
reveal who "they" were, but anyone who has sened in the American military knows that he was given—and he 
accepted—-false information. Had Ep- 
stein merely turned to the next page of 
Oswald's medical record, he would have 
"seen that the words "in line ofduty" did 
not appear in connection with the self- 
inflicted wound or in connection with 
any other medical problem for which 
Oswald had received treatment. 

Regarding Oswald‘: tour of duty in 
japan, Bucknell can only report what 
Oswald recounted to him. However, he 
was involved directly with Oswald in an 
intelligence effort when they both were 
at MACS-9. In I959 Oswald, Bucknell 
and others were ordered to report to the 
Criminal Investigation Division (CID) 
at the base. There a civilian began an 
effort aimed at recruiting those present 
for-an intelligence operation against 
"Communists" in Cuba. Oswald was 
selected to make several additional trips 
to CID. Later he told Bucknell that the 
civilian who served as his contact or 
control at Atsugi had taken over the 
same job at Santa Ana. Still later, 
Oswald confided to Bucknell that'he, 
Oswald, was to be discharged from the 
Marine Corps very soon and that he 
would surface in the Soviet Union. 
Oswald told Bucknell that he was being 
sent there on assignment by American 
intelligence and that he would return to 
the United States in I96] as a hero. 
Judge James Botelho probably knew 

Oswald as well as anyone at MACS-9. 
They shared the same room, and 
Botelho took Oswald home to meet his 
parents. Although the intelligence- 
inspired revisionists are attempting 
retroactively to make Oswald a Marxist 
Marine, Botelho denies it."I'm very con- 
servative now," he told me, "and I was 
at least as conservativ'e at that time. 
Oswald was not a Communist or a 
Marxist. If he was, I would have taken 
violent action against him and so would 
many of the other Marines in the unit." When they were in the service 
together, Botelho engaged in many 
discussions with Oswald. I asked him what he thought of Oswald when he 
learned that he had "defected." He said: 
"Well, when Oswald‘: presence in the 
Soviet Union was made public, it was 
the talk of everyone who knew him at 
the base. First of all, I was aware of the 
fact that the radio codes and other codes 
were not changed and that Oswald knew all of them. That made me 
suspicious. I knew Oswald was not a 
Communist and was, in fact, anti-Soviet. 
Then, when no real investigations about 
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Oswald occurred at the base, I was sure 
that Oswald was on an intelligence 
assignment in Ru$$ia- 

"ln Epstein's book he quotes a former 
Marine named Delgado as stating that 
civilians swarmed all over the base after Oswald surfaced in Russia. That is not 
true at all. Delgado had been transferred 
before, that date, in any event, and if 
there had been such an investigation, he would not have seen it. Two civilians 
dropped in, asked a few questions," took no written statements and recorded no 
interviews with witnesses. It was the most casual of investigations. It was a 
cover-investigation so it could be said 
that there had been an investigation." 
Judge Botelho concluded, “Oswald, it was said, was the only Marine ever to 

defect from his country to another coun- 
try, a Communist country, during 
peacetime. That was a major event. When the Marine Corps and American 
intelligence decided not to probe the 
reasons for the ‘defection,’ I knew then whet i know now: Oswald was on an 
assigr-rnent in Russia for American 
intelligence." 
Very likely, the u;g_t_b a_b_mLt [hi 

resides in CIA files and tn the minds of UTA oflictais. After the House Select Committee on Assassinations was estab~ 
lished in I976 a tough-minded former 
prosecuting attorney named Richard Sprague was appointed its chief.counsel and director. He pledged to subpoena 
every relevant CIA and FBI lile and to 
question every pertinent witness from 
the intelligence community. The 
intelligence organizations, through what 
they refer to as their "assets" in the news 
media, launched a vitriolic attack 
against Sprague, who was then eased out 
of his position by frightened members of 
Congress. 

In _]une I977 Sprague was replaced 
I) met I 

I of the 
C 3|’ I'D

. 

{lined to sub oc- 

after sg§t|[|pg_1.b:_a.p,p;g,¥3l Qf bath gbg Bl and CIA. He has also agreed not to 
disclose to the American people any- 
thing he might Iearn from those two 
organizations without their approval. On the day that the Select Committee was established by Congress, George 
O'Toole, a former CIA agent, turned to me and said that the most corrupt and 
inept institution in America has just 
been called upon to investigate the two 
most duplicitous organizations in our 
country‘: history. He added, “The CIA and FBI will have that committee for 
breakfast tomorrow morning." Ile was 
wrong: It took several mon'ths. Q’ 

assassination of Presidgnt Ken_n_t;d_y_
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T0 ‘M r. Hunt? Said Uswciltl-’s 
DALLAS, April 2" (AP)-—Three 

handwriting experts have examined a 
letter dated Nov. 8, 1963, to another- 
wiise unidentified “Mr. Hunt" and con- 
cluded it was written by Lee Harvey 
Oswald, the Dallas Morning News _re-; 
‘ported today. .. .__-:,_ M 
g Oswald was-identified by the War- 
ren Commission as the lone- assassin 
of President Kennedy here our Nov. 
7-Z. 1953- 
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Z 
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The newspaper said the_ ha‘ndwrit~"’Y'-“ 
ing experts were commissionedby the ,3, 
paper and that their conclusion was-V 

L. that it is "the authentic writing of Lee" 
Harvey Oswald_,._and was-written. _by;’§3‘j,_ 

‘ waiaxu. i... 

-asking only for information; Tam sin;-‘i ..¢ gesting that'we_ discuss" tl1f§"n-iatteif; 
fully before any-’steps a;;_e'\tak_e_rif,hy*; 

Yrne or am/one else." ._ .-,___‘.__ ~.__',,, 

. Jones_Jr. told the News he obtained a__ 
Ycopy of th'e”letten through the mail‘ 
from an unidentified .pe1-son ~ from 
Mexico City. He said the ‘sender told 

_ 
him that he had given a_ c0py_of the 

Kelley in -jlate 1974,_ An_jl3Bl_'spol<es- 
man has said the bureau lmows'noth- 
ing about delivery of such anletter to. 

' KelleY- .- -A ~. "f~~l ~*‘~-'-~‘"" '" 

--4:-+3- 

However, the'Dallas bureau of the i‘ 

FBI acknowledged Friday that a letter 

Retired Yfnewspapen 
' 

editor?_‘Penh
' 

,. 

“I. " 
. 

.- .... 

1-‘ 
_. 

- letter to FBI Director _Clarence“'l\I;.'_-‘.,€ 
. . 

.' " 

'4 

1, 
‘ 
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Richardson, Tex.: Mary, I. Duncan 
Toronto, and Allan R. Keown of 

-- -. ,' ,"=;{"l '.~1i_~'.,. : 

' 
'- *- ‘" Q0 ,, H an.dwrmng"'0n* 1963 

of
' 

El 
Paso. Thenewspaper said all are cer- 
tified with '- the International] Gra- 
- i ... . ,_._ 
phoanalysis Society. o 
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A, spokesman for the estate of 

day saying that reports that Hunt had 

oil- 
'mani H.L. Hunt issued a statement Eri- 

something to-do with ‘the assassina- 
tion were “totally false." “ . 

'_ 
' 

_» 

-i Earlier, a spokesman for Hunt Oi] 
Co..denied that Hunt “ever knew, ever 
communicated with or ever received 
communication from Lee Harvey Os-. 

-The letter says; ;fI_’-wo\lld’1ilre<<1nfor-'"-*_f,'_ ‘r ~-1- F1.-'1 ~'l"f. 63--_~ >*--=5--:==.-, -ii.‘ _»‘. 

. mation concerning my position." Ifamifi ' 

purportedly written-_by Oswald to a- 

. Mr. Hunt was under investigation. An '_ b‘ 

' ;i'FBI spokesmanfsald the.;1otter~came 
;‘_i_nto its hands “recently.” [F131 investi~. 
'~'~.-‘gators have been unable -to.':establish' 

it 

‘the letter’s'»;; authenticityflifiut were-_',_ 
ileaning toward the ideathat it "was 'a' 

,- forgery, it was reported last month.] ‘J 

The News identified the handwrit-_F 
ing experts as Mary C.‘ '*Harrison._ot I 
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' The 'Central Intelligence Agency 

-asked one of its Cuban "operatives to 
' help fabricate a~-, story» about Lee 
Harvey Oswald during the investiga- 
tion of the .Iohn,F. Kennedy assassina- 
tion, the Cuban hastold congressional 
investigators. 

' 

.
. 

In an earlier column, we reported 
that the same witness claimed he had 
met the accused assassin in Dallas in 
the company of :1 CIA agent three 
months before Kenned' was killed y . . 

» We identified the witness only as 
Mr. X because of attempts on his life. 

' But we have studied his detailed, conf- 
idential statements to congressional in- 

. vestigators. They interviewed 
' him 

three times, cross-examining ’ him 
closely. He gave them such specific in- 
formation that they concluded he was 
a “credible” witness-. I 

’ 

2 1‘ 

He told of meeting his CLA contact 
in the lobby of-a Dallas office building 
‘in August, 1963. “This time he brought 
another guy," recounted Mr. X; -“The 
guy never talked." 

_ 

‘
' 

Mr. X explained that he had trained 
himself, as an underground leader, to 
memorize the characteristics of people 
he met. He immediately recognized- 
the CIA agents companion after 
seeing Oswald on television following 
-the Kennedy assassination. - -- 

Not long afterwardjthe CIA contact 
4 made a- strange request of, Mr. X.‘ 
There had been a report that Oswald 

r had met a Cuban ‘couple in'Mexico.. “You have a cousin working for ‘Cuban 
,.intelli ence in Mexico,"'the CIA-’ agent ' 

said. “ivhy don't you just ask him, say- 
ing we'll bribe him,-if he said it was 
really him that Oswald met." 

_ 

.2’ 

. it isn't clear from the confidential

i
! 

-transcripts why the CIA would wantto 
fabricate this evidence. Perhaps the 
CIA .could~have sought to tie Ken- 
nedy’s killer to the-Castro government. 
' In any event, the CIA agent called 
off the scheme, and Mr. X. “never did 
talk to his cousin," according: to a sum- 
mary bf the interview. It should. be 
stressed that the interview in no way 
implicates the CIA in the Kennedy kill- 
mg. _ . _ 

The mystery witness first met his 
CIA contact in Havana before the 
United States broke oft’ relations with 
Cuba. Mr. X had helped to organize a 
group of bank accountants, who em- 
bezzled funds from the,Castr0 regime 
to finance anti-Castro causes. ' 

_ 
,_ 

The agent, who used the name Mor- 
ris Bishop, recruited Mr.’X to plan an 
attempt on Castro's life. The "plotters 
planned .to fire a bazooka from a 
nearby apartment ‘while Castro was de- 
livering one of his marathon speeches. 

. The "plot was discovered by Castro's 
police, and Mr. Xescaped to Miami. He 
continued for a dozen more years to 
work with Bishop in the anti-Castro 
underground. . 

' '

_ 

During Castro's 1971 visit to Chile; 
Mr. X tried again to knock him off; 
The plotters included a Venezuelan se- 
curity agent, named Luis Posada Car- 
riles, who was supposed to provide 
forged documents laying the blame on 
the Soviets. This plot, too, fell through. 
Only a few weeks ago, the same Poa 

sada‘ was indicted in Venezuela -on 
murder charges in connection with 
the crashof aCuban'jetliner. .

- 

Mr. X said he worked for the CIA un.- 
til 1973 for expenses'.'When the rela- 
tionship was terminated in I973, he 

~ -,~_<_ 7;-i-;;---5 ,<y:==- ‘~.=~.;s='<—~,".;"_—;-'.‘—,,x-'1-'e.'-é"=~.=<; ~.~~i-_-L-l -_ 4¥;'1~_=§,-I» 2,; :-§'--~i-- 3»-.._.;,, , 
_ 

.;_:,- 7+-><~: "aw " ’ ex 

said, Morris Bishop paid him a lump 
$253,000 in cash for past services. I 

- Callgirl Tr_ade—-Women. - who" take 
up__the world's oldest profession, like 
most othercareer seekers who want to 
get ahead‘-in life, are looking for 
“higher income and an independent, 
"exciting lifestyle.” N p 

._
, 

These-are the “major motivating fac- 
tors" that lead women into prostitu- 
tion. So concludes a scholarly study of- 
callgirls and streetwalkers, which has 
just been completed at the taxpayers’. 
expense. _ O 4 

"Two distinguished researchers from 
the University of Washington. Dr. Jen- 
nifer James and Jane Meyerding, were - 

assigned to find out why women be- 
come prostitutes.-Their findings will 
be published shortly in a 32#page docu- 
ment, which has been bootlegged to us 
before it goes to press.‘ 

, 

- 

‘_ _._ 
= - 

Not only do women become.prosti- 
tutes for the sume underlying motives 
that _“some people,becorne lawyers. 
according to the learned ladies from 
Seattle, but the profession requires lit- 
tle schooling. . 

_ 

-

- 

~- For .the pay, thereare “virtually no 
other occupations available” to women 
of modest‘sl~1ills, the researchers note. 
They co'nclude_that prostitution will 
flourish as long-as there is..“a con- 
sumer demand." As they put it, “Eco- 
nomics is the pervasive theme of pros-' 
titution." -‘ " 

- ~. 

The study also dispels old wives‘ tale» ' 

about “fallen women,” who sell sex be- 
cause they hate"men or have abnormal 
sex drives or areforced into the busi- 
ness hy “the coercionof brutal pimps."
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~\ Mysieery iwitncss in fiiié inquiry 
= A mystery witness has sworn to con- 
gressional investigators that a Central 
Intelligence‘ Agency agent introduced 
him to Lee Harvey Oswald in Dallas 
three months before» Oswald gunned 
down President JohnF. Kennedy. .» ‘- 

‘ The-witness, whom we haveagreed 
to identify only as Mr;-X because oi at- 

O tempts .02 hislife, isthe founder o!.a 
Cubanfterrorist group‘ that worked- 
closely with t_heCIA. 

C 
" 

-

V 

The group held secret meetings at 
3126 Hollandale in Dallas before the as- 
sassination. Not long after Kennedy 
was shot, a _Dall_as deputy sherifflwas 
told by an inlormantthat Oswald had 
been associating with some Cubans at 

anti-Castro forces might have re- how Kennedy would die Then the rab- 
cruited Oswald, a known, pro Castio ble rouser added knowingly that Ken 
activist to kill Kennedy nedy knows he is a marked man ' 

‘The motive on tho, States the mo Milteer later admitted to the FBI 
mo. ‘would of course be the expecta that he had been in Dallas in June,» 
tion that after the President was 1963 but denied having any know! 
killed Oswald would be caught or at edge of the Kennedy assasssmation. 
1°35! 1118 WQHYIW 3568"-‘-lined the law However, the informant told the FBI 
enlorcernent authorities and the pub- that he asked Milteer after the shoot 
lic would then blame the assassination mg whether he had known about it in 
on the Castro government, and the call advance or had merely been guessin 
tor a forceful overthrow would be 1!'l'8- “I don't do any guessing," replied 1‘¢hl- ~ 

slstible teer 
But Hoover abruptly blocked this But the most explosive developm 

line oi inquiry by IlOilfy1X3l° the War is Mr X's statement that he met Os- 
ren Commission on Sept 21 1964 that wald in the company of a ClA agent. 
the FBI had located and identified Congressional investigators questioned 
Odio‘s callers. He named them as the mystery witness closely on three "3l23Harlendale." 5 ~ 

- 

t

l 

1 Mr. 
= X’s dramatic testimony casts 

new light on the story Sylvia Odie, 
’daugh'ter of a wealthy opponent of Cu- 
ban Premier Fidel Castro, told to the 
FBI. Two months before the Kennedy 
killing, she related, she was visited in 
her Dallas apartment by three men 
who identified themselves as friends 

- of her father. ' 

1 - 

‘One was introduced to her as “Leon 
Oswald." When she saw the picture in 
the newspapers oi the man who had‘ 
shot Kennedy, she fainted from shock. 

Loran Hall, Lawrence Howard and separate occasions They finally con 
William Seymour, all anti Lastroites cluded that his credibility is strength 
Hoover even suggested that Odio could ened by the detadsdie provides consist 
have conlused the names “Lot an Hall’ ent with what he told us before Sigma! 
and “Leon 08v/old ‘ icantly, he remains very strong on the Now the congressional investigators Oswald sighting 
have uncovered evidence that all three The encounter occurred in a down 
denied Vi§lt'l.I1° the Odio apartment town Dallas building, where Mr X had 
and that the FBI had obtained their an appointment with his CIA contact. 
denials before Hoover wrote his letter The agent was accompanied by a man 
to the Warren Commission whom Mr X later recognized as Ken 
The investigators have also obtained nedy s killer - 

the taoe of a fascinating conversation, When he saw it was Oswald that 
predicting two weeks in advance that killed Kennedy, the mvestigators re- 

~.._, 

-_n 

-It was the same Oswald, she was cer-l 
ltain, who had visited her apartment. 

Congressional investigators -‘have 
now learned that the late J. Edgar 
~l-Ioover deliberately misled the War- 
ren Commission about Odio's mysteri- 
ous visitors. She was such a persuasive 
witness that the commission staff was 
preparing to investigate her story 
thoroughly. _ 

- ~ 

‘ 

_, 

Stat! members even speculated, ac- 
cording to one internal memo, that the 

Kennedy would be shot “from an off ported m a coniidential memo, ‘h 
ice building with a high powered ri nearly freaked out, but he never said 
fie ” The prediction was made by the anythmg 
late Joseph Mllteer, a right wing rah~ The investigators tried to pin down 
ble rouser, who also happened to have Mr X on how he could be sure that 
close connections with anti-Castro man was Oswald Mr X replied, ac- Y 

leaders cording to the memo, that he had 
The conversation was taped on Nov learneo “how to retain the character- 

9 1963, in Miami by an FBI informant ics of a person, he had trained himseli 
named Willie Somersett, who turned to do that And it it wasn't Oswald it 
the tape over to the FBI the next day was someone who was exactly like 05- . 

Milteer is heard on the tape describing wald his exact double ow ‘<.~»¥ .--

an
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C
g 515., Qiiioa Had Qermt W ariere ans,» 1; The United States and ,Cubaa'ppar-.'.-' 

§L; met orchid gardens of Soro;1,‘? .was;run I 

ently planned to wagel germ warfare bya Spanish exile named Dr. Martinez against one anotber's__i_ivestock an few‘. 
V 
yiera. Hewas assisted by a Cuban and " ' 

aiormer American resident The lat- years b3Ck- " 

..,,'...w.;'; 
_ g_ 

‘ 

'

. The Senate intelligence committeeis.-' »~‘-fA;_te'r“was a woman who washed the test investigating the startling charge that ""-tubes and vials used by.V1era, reported the CiAspread_.,Airican swine feverin .-_,_the_memo." 
, 

-, -' -' ‘ 

Cuba. The disease devastated. the is- ix 4- -YA; the time-of the memo, written in iandfspig-population..’§-E; .-r Z 
' 

f’; 1963, it appeared that “Nunez Jimenez *;;N¢w we'.ha\ge learned that the Cu~'*=',.?;»' Shad" made arrangements for three So- bans had ascheme of their own"to,in=‘- '1"viet'-bacteriologists.to talge - over" the iest"U.S.. cattle.-with hoof-and-mouth*.,_~_,-,”.laboratory.”'_-""»~s‘_ 
.’ disease. The idea ‘eventually was aba'n-'\ _~:Y§"t’=}}'_One purpose of, the lab, interesting- ‘doned, but in April, 1962, Cuban polit-'._;"f '1‘-:5 ly, wasto~“detern_1ine the cause 0f_ an buro member_.Antonio Nunez Jimenez ‘f=;r< epidemic which ‘completely destroyed discussed the - hoot-and-mouth:-; plot_."~?;.the birds of a turkey farm.". However, with ifour top Cuban scientists. .-‘.;j"- 

;},.';;_: we ‘can find no evidence that the tur- The amazingstory has been. buried‘fi{,.-keys, like a _reported~500,000 Cuban in intelligence;jdocu_ments, ._whi_ch IWB *§p_1gs,..may have been the victims ofCIA have nowseen. 1. "*f+._lf§_'_=,§.'.- 
. -_.;.;' _germ_wa1-tare. 

, 

- 
. 

‘
» ’-".,Nunez Jimenezinformed the tour ;;_..?-.;'._ Another-_ 

_ Coverup-_Ther_e is no scientists, according to an intelligence"-3-~-*""l0nger anyquestion about it; both the memo,-"that Cuba was now ready to "FBI and CIA withheld essential facts nited States a ‘dose'o£ its ' 

from the Warren Commission about 
give the U 

,_ 
_ 

~

_ own medicine.’ "-- 
__ 

" ' 
‘T the assassination of President Kenne—_ ~ -.“Nunez Jimenez further'eXDlaiI1ed." .' "dy; -- ~, " 

. 
. 

-- continued -the memo, “that Cuba had The FBI never allowed the commis- the ability, through specially trained i sion access to its files, and the mem- agents, to destroy the cattle industry 
5, .-bers wereso intimidated by the late of the United States by spreading an E} FBI _l__Jirector J. Edgar Hoover that epizootic fever known commonly as ii 

' they never protested. Instead, they re- ‘hoof-and-mouth disease.’ " - 

. ;-g ',‘l_ied upon FB_Isunm1aries and Hoover's -{A hoof-and-mouth epidemic would“ "Tletters. 
A 

’ 

f ..
' 

have forced the destruction of the in-. ' We have now learned, for example, fected cattle. An outbreair in the I 
f that the FBI had in its files at least 69-» United States in 1929 and in Mexico in -reporison the pre-assassination activi- l946 wiped out millionswortb of live- 

_ 
ties of Lee Harvey Oswald. Only.46 of stock. 

,_; 
4 _ _ _-,thes_e were summarized for the War- - Federal agents, alarmed "at the first-P} Lren Commissiom. the remaining 23 person account of Nunez Jimenez’ were held back. Thus, the commission threat, made further inquiries .and _'-‘"11 accused Oswald of the murd_er without found" that “the Cuban government -Mconsidering all the available facts. ' had opened a bacteriological labora- 

, The LIA also provided the commis- toryinSoroa, Pinar del Rio Province!‘ sion with selective information and This secretlab, “located in the for-' 
_ covered up crucial facts. Indeed, con- .-’-.. >--' 

I» .>. -v 
, . 

. 

_ 
, ,.

_ 

_._..- 

< 

,
I 

es--as; "" ' 

~'._,:-§;...,~?-~‘1—=~'fi§=;_:-s;..n_=.-~==;;5a;a.z.n->:.=is=;;........._. __._c.._--5#~—i-a--. A- - -~ 
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I ressional investigators"s'ay'the CIA de-3 ¢ 

. tails that were furnished 'to_,.the com-'1 5 mission 

--.,-,.,.,>_. ... . ,,,._, ,.___., ..,._,..-_-.,-,»...-.,...-»-,\~-..._,f ...~..zla@.!<‘Aa..d@-we aa.d.L@sW1i1t.tea " I 
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~ -fiberately lied about some of 'the.jdej-;*‘ 
1

" 

‘.\ -' 
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‘ fDui-ineg the .th'eila_st : - 

. Congress, the House-xestablished a se-Lj =- -
' 

lect assassinations committee, whicbf-“ ' 

. has barely started its investigation oi’ -5 1

' 

~ the Kennedy killing. Yet its -investiga-.5 u 

1 .
»

1 

L . . tors have already interviewed about _-1,; .-
- two dozen keywitnesses -who had '1' 

= 
-

3 __ neverbeen questioned. 
_ 

'_
' 

, 
. "The 

t include people whohad wit-V5; l "* 

’
I 

>- 
. . .-I

I 

<
i 

I nessecf the shooting _in 1963 andthe 1 z 
-

. 

‘ 

scene afterwardinside the Dallas hos» 3
- 

_ pital. Sources with important ini‘orma- '-
1 1.» /’ tion in Mexico City and Miami were - , 9 also interviewed for the first time. 1 = rs ~; '~ l_\ .

-

s 
.~ ;Now~ -there. aredisturbing reports‘ . .-

l 

- that the FBI and CIA are directing an _; 
I K 

j. undercover campaign against the com-~ = 

mittee. Congressional sources say-the g 
t 

st‘ 

,..- 

-

r 

two embattled agencies are spreading '- .~
, 

1 gderogatory stories about the commit-' - tee. 
" The CIA, these sources say, also of- Z~ 

., fered to take over the committees se~ '* 

J; curity. .'I’i1is incredible proposal would as 
-1' have placed the CIA, a target oi’ the in- Q 

I1 vestigation, in charge of the commit- 
- tee files. . 

_ 

'_ 

__ After the oii‘er_.was rejected and in~ 3 . 

‘G
v - 

1; __ 

5 ~ 

:..' 

»'

» I.

' 

vestigators started asking embarrass - 

i .

3 ing questions, the CIA allegedly urged - = 

<~ '

; 
the Senate intelligence committee to 

'. 

- take the lead in investigating the Ken- ' ned assassination A arentl the - ' 
Y - PP Y. 

_ 

CIA felt that the Senate committee " '
- would be more friendly. 

Footnote: At this writing, the CLA ‘ V 
P
“ 

A.»

0 
....- 

.4-e. 

.4. has not responded to our request for a - - 
» comment. A. Justice. Department V 0 

I» 

. spokesman said the FBI is cooperating 3 »_
, fully with the committee, not obstruct- 4; 

I 

'- 
. ing it.
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l §§prague iieiis 
About EH4, 
King Probes 
Richard A. Sprogue, counsel and. 

director of the House Assossinotions 
Committee, which is investigating the 
murders of President John F. Kennedy 

viewed by Washington Stor Staff Writer 
- Jeremiah O'Leory.

» 

. Question: You have-the reputation as a tough prosecutor from the 
. Yablonski-Boyle case. Would you have taken on this new assignment if you were satisfied that we have every thing we need to know?

_ 

Sprague: I-‘took this assignment because I was satisfied an investiga- 
- tion was going to be done. I was also 

. satisfied that many questions have been raised about the president's 
_ assassinatiom It seemed to me most important that the inquiries to be conducted today,» be done in ather- 
ough, dispassionate manner. My pur- 

» " pose has nothing to do with what con- clusionswe ultimately come to but whether or not it.is possible to get a 
group-"tof professionals to do the kind ' of ‘jobivhich ultimatelyisatisfies the 

‘, 
z 

broad base of the public. '

_ '» .-. v‘
' 

3 Q: That seems to imply that you 
, 

1‘ have some doubts if the previous 
4; investigations were complete and 

_ 
7 totally satisfying. ‘ 

, 

' A: Iwouldn't put it on that basis. It 
',- seems to me that we are. commencing 

I, -_ these investigations without assump- " .‘ tions However, it is certainly clear 
-, that, say, in the investigation of the 

assassination of President Kennedy * the investigative agencies that were ' used by the Warren Commission ap- 
pear-to have had areas conceming 
their own efforts, their own involve- 
ment, which they did not disclose to the Warren Commission. That does raise a question of the thoroughness 
of that investigative effort. In the King case, ‘it is obvious froman 

' 

. examination of the transcript of when James Earl Ray pleadedguilty that Ray disputed a statement made by his ownlawyers andthe state prose 
cutor that there was no conspiracy. No one seemed -to have the interest of saying to Ray: "What is it you're 
talking about?’ That raises the ques- 
tion whether the inquiry was con- cerned with finding out whether 
othersiparticipated. Whether, in fact,- 
others did, whether, in fact, the areas 

_ that the CIA and the FBI may have 
withheld from the Warren Commis-

1

| 

. 

I I
|

v

I

.
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I

I

l 

sion affected any conclusions wei 
. 

_ 

- 'SeeSPRAGUE,A-14‘

I and Martin Luther King Jr., was inter- i
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ContinuedFromA-1 
.don't know. But, certainly, in each area, it affected the degree to which the investigatory process was thor- ough and definitive. 

Q: In both examinations are you going back to Square One ? " 

A: Yes. I think that in each case it is essential in doing a thorough inves- tigation to start with the two assassi-- nations as you would do in any homi- cide case. The-body-at-the-scene, so i to speak. And. then you've got to investigate whatled to the scene. 
Q: What impediment is it going to be that a fair number of the partici-_ pants, in the Kennedy c_ase,for.in- stance, are now dead ?. ...':*)Z*f4'T","»II'l' -’ J 

' ' ..~ pr: w. -- 
A: It is.a problem, of course. The .' question arises also as to the_time that has elapsed. We're being called. " 

to the scene of these two-murders’ 13 1 and.8 years later.*'I‘hat'mal<es the
4 

investigative task more difficult. But I daresay that it's not quite as dif- ficult as it would be if you waited another five years. There - is ‘an advantage in that there is a mass of material, that there are live wit- 'nesses_who'are yet living in each of ' 

these cases. The fact that there are difficulties ought -not to mean-“Let’s» ' 

not make the ‘attempt.’ It may be that ' 

after thelattempt is made those prob- 1 lems may make it impossible but let's make the attempt and find out. 
_ Q: Will you be using the original findings as the base point and go from there? 

_ 

' 

' ' 'A: Not the findings so much but what is the evidence which led to con- clusions and whether or not" that evi- dence is solid and substantial and corroborative or whether, in fact, it 
is not so. I think, in fact, todo an investigation we have to find out what has been_done up until now. I do think it is essential that we must bring together all of the material that exists for each of theseAas_sass1na- 
tions and all the investigating effort that has taken place up until now. "

- 

~- Q: It seems apparent that the War- ren Commission accepted only that 1 which was given to_ them, you have no intention, -then, of accepting thatfi 
~A: No. It is importan_t_ that we ob- 

§ 
ilt Started Hick‘ of'a_ 

Cigarette__.‘_l,:___.:q ‘ NEW YORK (UPI) L; A fl in broke 
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__RICHARl) A. SPRAGUE . 

_ Startlngall over 
;_

" 
.. 

_ ._ 
. 

,, ltain the reiportsand data upon which i-these reports were predicated. Burg our investigation is going to mea our own interviews of witnesses a the source;4Even when we say FBI reports we are talking about going back to the man who made the r ports and finding out from him what] the sources of his information are. One thing I Yve jfound is that people who prepare reports put into that re- portthe things they think are inter- esting, relevant. There are often mat-j 

report. In fact, I've found on many‘ zoccasions that the author of the re- port lets his attitude and feelings color to a certain extent that which is reported. 
\ , . 

.

p 

.. Q: Is it. disturbing to you that a least two agenciesfailed to report ttj the Warren Commission all the fact now well known - Oswaldfs threat- ening letter to the FBI and CIA ac- ttivities or plans concerning Cuba 2 
‘ A: The answer is that it absolutely disturbs me. It disturbs me from; many standpoints. It raises a ques- tion as to whether or not there are- 
other areas which similarly have not 

_. D l_C8 

__ .g 
_ 

_ _ R‘ ,
. out am n ‘Ch _t 1 _ spokesman said 

_ 
Words were_ex_ ° 3 1' '5 mas ‘eve "5 at changed and the fists started flylng' -

- 

-l;::::;'2%.:%.?:::l..::.'=:::l;‘§.::*.: *~===g~*--M
. day_ when was over. fjye persons Th€ injured all Wel'€ Stabbfliin had been stabbed and six'were_ under the abdomen. the spokesman said- an-cs;' p°1i¢e,.'ep0,-ted_ 

_ 

. 1 . Two of the injured were treated for According to police, 10 men were slab Wounds and"released- Tlgreel waiting to boa,-d an" elevator in 3 others were admitted to’ a hospital; building shortly after 1 a.m. to attend 1-l/here -1 spdkdslyqman said they were aipal-¢y_ - 

. 

i _ln_stable condition. Six men were e "Someone flicked a cigaretteand it bdmg held P°nd"_\8 3-"_'ai8"m°"t5 1“ hit someone else in the face," a ol' liflmmal ¢°Ul'l P011“ Salli ' 
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been disclosed. It also raises the 
question of why those agencies would 
have taken it upon themselves not to 
disclose it at that time. And itraises 
a third area, since there was a presi- 
dential order at that time for these 
agencies to cooperate fully, as to why- 
they would not have complied fully 
with that presidential order. ' '

A 

. \ 

Q: Certain elements of evidence - 
autopsy reports, photographs, etc._ -- 
have been put under seal. Does your 
subpoena power‘ allow you to get. at 
these?. ' 

1 
" "r

- 

A: In my view. thezanswer is yes. e

7 

Q: Do you expect to get the cooper- 
ation of the agencies involved inthis 
robe? i *~ 

I »- is 

A: Well, I can't speakfor the fu- 
ture, of course. ‘In'the,long run we 
will have to see if indications of coop-' 
eration which are stated to be at this 
point will, in fact,-continue as we 
may get into hairier areas. As of this 
date the indications are the agencies. 
will cooperate with our_- getting ac- 
cess to materials. -. 

' 
A ' 

. 

‘
l 

Q: Haw do you say you want this or 
that document wih material locked 
upinsecretagencyfiles? , m _ 1. -'_ ’,‘...._:__|>..v::.:i_ v_ -. ,. 
, ,_. ‘ 

. ..-.1.I."'v- ‘ 

‘ A: One of the things we aréfin the 
process of arranging with those agen- 
cies is that personnel from this office 
will haveiaccess to their material at 
their-place. We will go through the 
files and we will make the determina- 
tion as to what they have that we'll 
want here. . 

- 

I 

'

I 

/ .

' 

V 
Q: What do -you do about a man 

like James_Earl Ray? Can you sub- 
poena him and if he refuses to talk 
what can you do --he's_already got a 
life sentence? i 

1 ,;. 
' 

' 
'. 

_ 
A: He's serving a period of years 

in jail which in effect is the samesas a 
life sentence. Keepin mind, anyone 
that I know-of that is serving a life 
sentence keeps_ alive the hope ulti- 
mately of. a parole and being in the 
good graces of. a parole board. _We’re 
not talking about that particular per- 
son now. There are laws. Any and all 
witnesses subject to the jurisdiction 
'ot the United States ae subject to sub- 
poena power of this comxnittee._Each 
witness called be_fore_ the committee 
must answer the questions under 
oath that are presented or asked of 
that witness. The only exception is 
where the witness could properly in- 
voke the privilege against_self-in- 
critnination or in the event that the 
question is beyond the scope-of the 
committee. In the event that a wit- 
ness even wanted to invoke the privi- 
lege against self-incrimination there 
are other avenues for the committee 
to take. 1- - ‘.1 

_ _ _ 
- be the appearance of an investigation , .. . 

‘ _ - 
. . ~_ v -- 

- Q:Suchas?_ 1 

, . . . . 
- I1 l 

" “A: Such as the irnmunity powers to 
compel testimony. The Congress has 
that authority. I happen to be a big -- 

believer in using ‘this power, though“ 
sparingly. In the Yablonskicases, for 
example, you note that we,-_did not 

. __-, ,\._. '__

\

s 

~I\'\ 

grant immunity to anybody. It IS not 
just a matter of getting somebody be- 
fore the committee and having him 

~ say whatever he is going to say. It's a 
'matter of really getting the field 
work, attempting to talk to some- 
body, getting perhaps a refusal; find- 
ing other ways, other avenues. Going 
time and time again. Ultimately peo- 
ple who appear at first blush like 
they do not want to talk about vari- 
ous rpatters end up perhaps being 
wiling to. I don't want to talk about 
any" particular person, though, even 
in ahypothetical cases. .

v 

_ Qi You've put forward a budget re- 
quest of $6.5 million for the first year. 
Doesn't that seem like a lot of money?_' ~_ 

~ A: I take it thatrny job is, as a 
professional, to come up with my best 
"opinion as to what isneeded - re- 
cruiting a top-notch staff, directing it 
-in a professional manner. It is up to 
the Congress to decide -if they think 
the cost is too high. But investiga- 
tions are costly. Heretofore,;wlien the 
Congress wanted to investigate’some- 
thing they could call on the other 
branches of government. They could 
call on the FBI, the CIA, the field of- 
fices. But they. can't do that -in this 
case. Thelinvestigatory team must be 
‘indepedent because those are agen- 
cies. that to some extent are going to 
_be investigated. In New York State 
they ar investigating scandals involv- 
ing nursing homes. Now, with all due 
respect to nursinghome scandals, 
they are not quite as important as 
-investigating whether there were 
other people in existence who took" 
part in the assassination of the presi- 
dent of the United States. But in that 
one investigation, New York State 
has created a special prosecutor who 
has a staff of 65 -attornys, 156 auditor- 
accountants, another 100»investiga- 
tors, another 100 back-up people. He 
has a S6 million yearly ‘budget. He 
has, in addition, 4_0 investigating 
grand juries whose cost is" not- in that 
$6 million. So when we talk about in 
two investigations having a total of 80 
attorneys and investigators and- a 
total’ staff with the back-up of 170 
people, the truth of the matter is that 
that is as bare-boned on organization 
as youcanhave. _~ 

'; 

._ 
- 

,, 

_ 
-Y. 

‘ , ._ 
~ 

;._ . _. .- .. g 
-‘ 

_Q: What are your feelingsas to ~ 

-how the House will respond to this re- 
quest? ’ 

v _ 

_ 

‘A: I haven't"the‘ slightest idea.T1 
‘really feel that that is not my prob- 
lern, that I was not brought down 
here to become an ‘advocate or a 
salesman. The , determination 
whether to investigate is one that, 
was made by the Congress. The one‘ 
sthing that I’ve tried to make clear to 
the public and the Congress and the 
media is that the worse thing would 

that would, in fact, be hypocritical. It
i 

is better that it not be done than to do 
it in .a way that did not provide for - 

adequate financing. It is either to be‘ ,..-
g 

done thoroughly, definitively or don't 
do it.-_»Don’t' do it-in arnanner that is 
going to raise more questions than 
exist today. 1-9 ~- -- -- 
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The Gallu Poll 
_ 260581976 s 

P. 
' / Most Americans Believe F0) 

Oswald Did Not Act Alone 
, By George Gallup ‘

_ 

PRl.\*CE'l‘ON,_N.J.--As the.I-louse Select Com- mittee on Assassinations begins its investigations,- the overwhelming majority of Americans believe that others besides Lee Harvey Oswald were in- volved in the assassination of President Kennedy in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963. 
In the latest survey, just completed, 80 per cent think others were involved in the assassination, while only 11 per cent think Oswald acted alone. Nine per cent do not express an opinion. Persons with_a college background, while over- whelmingly of the opinion that "some form of con- spiracy was involved, are less inclined to hold this view than are. persons with less than a college back- ground. 
Approximately one-hali‘ of the survey respondents who believe others were involved did not name a specific group. Among ‘those who did, however, Cuba or Premier Fidel Castro were mentioned most often. Other responses frequently given are “the Mafia," "Communists," and the Central Intelligence Agency. The same survey also shows that few Americans believe James Earl Ray acted on his own in the assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. ‘in Memphis on April 4, 1968..Only 18 per cent hold this view, while 69 per cent think others were involved and 13 per cent do not express an opinion. An,investigation_lnto the assassinations of Ken- nedy and King was recently _begu_n‘by the newly established House Select Committee on Assassina- tions-the sivth to be conducted on alarge scale by government _off_icials since Kennedy- was assassi- nated. . . 1 
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Iacir Anderson and Les iii/ihitten
r 

Evidence Points to a King Plot 
House investigators have uncov- 
-ed dramatic new evidence that the 
invicted killer oi Dr. Martin Luther 
ing Jr. may not have acted alone. 
The murder was pinned on James 
arl Ray, an esaped convict, who 
sed phony passports to slip out oi 
ie country. According to the investi- 
ators, he got as tar as Portugal,- 
here he received “further instruc- 
ons"!romasecretconsplrator. 

; 
_-_~ 

Ray was finally tracked down in 
ondon and extradited to the~United 
tates tor trial. I-lls activities in Portu- 
al, meanwhile. have been concealed 
rom the authorities tor eight years. 
Not until a iew weeks a%o did the 
louse investigators learn a out Ray's 
'ortugal connection from “a witness 
vho had never previously been inter- 
iewed by any investigative agency)! 
The investigators reported this 

tartling development coniidentially 
o the Select Committee on Assassina- 
lons; “Bay contacted another person 
‘rem whom he received further in- 
tructions,” they disclosed cautiously 
n a preliminary report.- - 

'l'hey'dldn't mention in the report 
where the contact was made, except 
zhat it was "out oi the United States." 
We have established that the location 
was Portugal. 

' 

- ~
’ 

The investigators have also uncov- 
ered some intriguing new inIorma- 
tion about Lee Harvey Oswald, the 
accused assassin oi President Kenne- 
dy. 
According to the report, the com- 

mittee stair “spent seven hours ques- 
tioning an ex-CIA agent who had 
come forth to relate his personal 
knowledge of the contents oi conver- 

e}_;-.;;.=t:~. ;~>-;.€-'~;_;> —--,._,_ , 
_ - .. . _

- 

. --nc.as_==.._._nnn -,_.,_.__ .. a fig u 

sations between Lee Harvey Oswald 
and personnel within the Cuban and 
Soviet embassies in Mexico City.” 

‘ Oswald's conversations, according 
to our sources, were monitored by 
the Central Intelligence Agency. im- 
mediately. Staff members “were dis- 
patched to Mexico City where they 
conducted further interviews," the 
report discloses. No .evidence has 
been uncovered so far, however, that 
Oswald discussed the Kennedy assas- 
sination at either embassy. 
ii--The committee will probe deeply 
into any connection between the CIA 
and » Kennedy's assassination. The 
agencgé we have learned, has more 
than cartons oi top secret docu- 
ments “relating to the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy and 
the activities of Lee Harvey Oswald 
prior to that assassination." 
Meanwhile, the committee stat! is 

anxiously awaiting congressional ap- 
gs-oval oi their reauest for a record 

.5 million to investigate the assassi- 
nations. Behind closed, doors, Ri- 
chard Sprague, the panel's brilliant 
stat! director from Philadelphia, dra- 
matically laid out his plans, and per- 
suaded even the most stubborn mem- 
bers of the committee that the money 
was necessary. 

V 

"
~ 

Sprague pointed out that, com- 
pared with other investigations, the 
money he wanted was not an unrea- 
sonable sum. For example, he noted 
that for the first three-month period 
oi the search for Patricia Hearst, the 
FBI spent $2.8 million. 

in addition, Sprague explained, the 
New York State investigation ot 
abuse in the Medicaid program has a 

_-_- 

budgetio! $8 million for its second 
year. 1 . 

Rep. Henry B. Gonzales (D-Tex.), the 
incoming chairman of the assassina- 
tion committee, told us he is con- 
vinced that Sprague is right. 
Conflict Curbs-Presidentelect 

Jimmy Carter, armed with an unpub- 
lished survey showing that employ- 
ees are abysmally ignorant of conflict 
‘oi interest laws, plans to make an ex- 
ecutive order on the problem one oi 
his first orders of business. . 

According to the survey, prepared 
by Ralph Nader's Center for Law and 
Social Policy, the conflict laws are so 
complex that employees can't tinder- 
stand them. ~ - 

in iact, the employees told the Na- 
der interviewers, the legal terminol- 
ogy ls “so boring and burdensome" 
that they sign federal job agreements 
without even reading the regulations.- 
Some agencies, states the report, 

don't even bother to provide workers 
with the written laws. instead, the 
ienmployees receive quick oral brief- 

gs. . 
.

_ 

Incredibly, federal agencies do not 
remind employees about potential 
conflicts when they leave the govern- 
ment. The burden is on the worker to. 
dgtermine it taking a new job is ille- 
8 - »

‘ 

-As a result, top government execu- 
tives are caught in a revolving door 
between business and government 
which moves so fast it is difficult to 
distinguish the watchdogs from those 
who are being watched. In some cas- 
es, regulators break the law by 
quickly accepting jobs in the indus-' 
tries they were regulating. .
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Oswald-Cuban Envoy’ Contacts Cited 
' MIAMI‘—-Aprominent Cuban exile said yester- day that Lee Harvey Oswald met repeatedly with Fidel Castro‘: diplomats in Mexico before the assassination of President John F. Kennedy and that Mexico's secret police must have extensive files on the meetings. 

-

" 

- Dr. Alberto‘Garcia Menocal, a prominent attor- ney in pre-Castro Cuba who is new a iuniiture dealer in suburban Coral Gables, was interviewed on WRAC, a Spanish-language radio station. Gar- cia was living in Meagico at the time of the Kennedy assassina_ti_on.. . 
;_» DEC 1976 -3-|\_Qd"'/‘ 

%:_.:.e~,-hear-* refit-51-:—._— ::z=-_...-~*~;;_-:§-~;~T}_"'-.-- 
,~i ~ -



I‘,-1~

P 

oiv Pa ca 

lNVESTlGATiONS: 
Back to Square One 
At <la_vbx-eak, members ofthe Kennedy 

family prayed at the grave of ]ohn F. 
Kennedy. ln Dallas, where the President 
was shot, more than 300 people attended 
a memorial service that had nearly been 
canceled for lack of interest. But while 
Americans marked the thirteenth anni- 
versary of Kennedy's assassination last 
week, Congress was beginning yet an- 
other investigation of it. In what may 
become the nation's most extensive Con- 
gressional inquiry, the House Select 
Committee on Assassinations has sub- 
poenaed records ofthe Kennedy murder 
and begun hiring a staff. At the requestof

i 

-:4 R TICLE APPE/utB12' NEWSWE EK 
3 December 1976 

with the conclusion of previous I 

investigations-—-that Lee Har- ‘ 

vcy Oswald, acting alone, shot
f 

Kennedy, and that Jarnes Earl ._= 

Ray, acting alone, shot King. But l 

a more important reason for an- 
other major inquiry into the Z 

Kennedy and King deaths 1 

seems to have been the recent ' 

disclosures ofmalfeasance and 
lawhrenking by the Cl.-\ and the 
FBI. The charges provoked 
strong suspicions that neither

, 

agency cooperated fully with— 
and may even have impeded—- , 

earlier investigations. l 

Plots: Both the CIA and FBI, 
for instance, are thought to have 
withheld information about a 
possible Cuban connectiongin i 

Kennedy's death. Despite spec- 
ulation that the govemment of 
Fidel Castro might have been 
involved in the Kennedy assas- 

the Congressional Black Caucus, the se- 
lect committee will conduct a simulta- ' 

neous investigation into the killing ofthe 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Ir. 
Many critics have never heen satisfied '

I 

i sination-—perhaps in retaliation 

the CIA did not tell the Warren 
commission of its plots against 

‘ the Cuban leader. Recently, the 
Justice Department also uncov- 
ered a 1964 memorandum by/N 
the late FBI director j. Edgar" 
Hoover, saying that Oswald; 
about two months beibre the 
assassination, had told Cuban- 
oflicials in Mexico that he in- 
tended to kill the President.‘ 
Hoover attributed this informa- 
tion to an informant who 
claimed to have been told it by . 

Castro. The Hoover memo was
‘ 

reportedly addressed to the"; 
Warren commission, but former 
staffers said they had no recol- 
lection of receiving it 
The committee also has some 

intriguing questions to consider 
about King’s assassination. It is 
known that the FBI--which led 
the original investigation into 
King's death-waged a cam- 

paign to discredit him that continued 
even after his death. Last week the com- 
mittee’s chief counsel, Richard Sprague, 
said he found it “most unusual" that au- 
thorities did not fully interrogate Ray, or 
demand that he tell all he knew about 
King’s murder. Sprague, 51, a Philadel- 
phia prosecutor who led the team that 
convicted former mineworkers' boss- 
W.A. (Tony) Boyle-for the Yablonslci mur- 
ders, is also checking repons that docu-.‘| 
ments relevant to the King case may have T 

been burned last Septemberin Memphis 
(Tennessee ofiicials denied the reports). 
Texas Democr‘atHem-y Gonzalez, who 

is expected to chair the select committee 
when the new Congress convenes in. 
January, has promised an investigation l 

free of the headline hunting that has; 
‘A! about the same time, Oswald telephoned the Soviet 

Enibassy in Mexico City and offered to trade information of 
some sort for a trip to Russia. But it was revealed last week 
that the CIA which inl¢l’C€e')!8d the conversation, did not 
make a complete trunscripto it availflblcto either the FBI or 
the Warren commission. 

for CIA efforts to kill Castro-— i

J 

characterized many Congressional com- 
mittees. He and Sprague intend to hire 
170 people to staff two separate teams—— 
one for each murder. Their work could 
last two years and cost S4 million. Says 
Sprague: "I want an investigation where, 
if somebody says, ‘But did you look into 
this possibility?’ I can say, 'Yes, we did'." 
The question is whether thirteen years 
after ]FK's death and eight years after 
King's a comprehensive inquiry can real- 
ly be conducted--and even if it can, 
whether it will answer all the doubts 
about their murders. 
—~SUSAN FRAKEFI with srsaam LESHER in Waahhgion
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House Assassination Probe V

i 

2" Deputy Counseis Named , 

‘ .. 
_‘ 

» By Jeremiah 0'Leary ’ 

Washing'.onStar StaifWritor~ 1 ‘ 1' 

Two veteran crime experts from 
the4New York City district attorney's 
office today were named deputy chief 
counsels for the I-iouse'Select Com- 
mittee on Assassinations probe of the 
deaths of Presidentlohn F. Kennedy 
and Dr. Martin Luther King; ' ' 

Richard A. Sprague, chief counsel 
and ‘director, has appointed Robert K. 
Tanenbaum to head "the»task' force 
investigating the assassination of 
Kenndy and Robert J.’ Lehner as 
deputy chief counsellor the King 
assassination probe. ._ _ 

The two deputy chief counsels are 
leaving the New York district attor- 
ney's office where Tanenbaurn was 
bureau "chief of the Supreme ‘Court 
Trial Bureau and Lehner was senior 
trial counsel. Each willsupervise a 
staff of 15 attorneys and 25 investiga- 
tors. Their salaries will be $36,000 a~ 

year. 
_ 

L

A 

‘ TANENBAUM, 34,» directed the 
grand jury investigation of the slay- 
ing of Joseph (Crazy Joey) Gallo, a 
New York mob figure. Gallo was gun- 
ned down while dining withhis bride 
of three weeks in New York's Little 
Italy on April'7, 1972..The grand jury 
investigation led to a series of prose- 
cutions conducted by Tanenbaum 
which resulted in six guilty pleas and 
two convictions. r 

- ~ 

Tanenbaum, a graduate of the 

tences. . 

‘ 

' - 

University of California, wasnarned 
an assistant district attorney in 1968 
by then-Dist. Atty. Frank Hogan; was 
promoted to deputy chief of the homi- 
cide bureau.in i973 and last May be- 
came the chief of the Suprerrie Court 
-Trial Bureau. .~ 

y
. 

~' Lehner, 40, is a 1961 ‘Columbia 
University law graduate and has been 
_a criminal law lnvestgator since~join- 
ing the DA's office. He became- chief 
of the homicide bureau "in 1973 and 
since becoming senior trial counsel 
last April has tried 25 murder cases. 

THE MOST dramatic of Lehner's 
cases was that of Calviniackson, who 
was found guilty after a month-long 
trial of murdering nine women, all 
but one of them killed in the Park 
Plaza Hotel. Jackson, who presented 
a defense of insanity. was convicted 
of all nine slayings and received four 
consecutive 25-years-to-life sen 

In his youn er days, Lehner played 
-outfield andgirst base for two farm 
clubs of the Cleveland Indians. the 
North_Platte, Neb., Indians and the 
Fargo, N.D.,.Twins. ' 

' 

-
* 

The I-louse Comrriittee will name a 
third deputy chief counsel later. The‘ 
task force under Sprague is already 
at work preparing for the full-scale 
reopening of probes into the assassi- 
nat ons of Kennedy and King and 
eventually will conduct public hear- 
ings on both. I -
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Uswoztd Prohers in Mexico 
lnvestisgators for the House Select. 

Committee on Assnssinatioiis flew to 
Mexico yesterday to interview a Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency translator 
and a typist who prepared a transcript 
of a telephone call made by Lcc Har- 
vey Oswald to the Soviet embassy in 
Mexico City eight weeks before the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy The action followed four hours of 
closed-session testimony given yester- 
day to the committee's unit investigat- 
ting the Nov. 22, 1963, Kennedy assas- 
sination. The testimony was given by David .-\.. Phillips, a retired CIA offi- 
cer, who saw a transcript of the con- 
versation before the assassination. 
The Washington Post reported Fri- 

day that Phillips, the translator, and a 
typist each said Oswald was offering 
to give the Soviets information and re 

questing free passage to Russia. 
.-\ transcript of this conversation given 
to the CIA contained no ‘such ex- 
change cr intimations. 
Thcreis no evidence Oswald's offer 

of information was accepted by the 
Soviets. 
The Post also reported that Phillips, 

the translator, and the typist said Os- 
wald identified himself. The CIA has 
claimed agency officials were not 
aware ol’ the Oswald call in question 
or other calls at the time because they 
did not know who had made them. 

it was learned that PhiLlips, \\ho 
heads a CIA defense group formed by» 
retired intelligence officers, was re- 
minded by the CIA Friday of the se- 
crecy oath he was required to sign when he joined the agency. However, 
it is understood he testified anyway.
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J"-11963-,;'b“ut‘n'eV'er gave the’! information *
' 

;;_sl<ed.- the embassy fox‘ _fa_ free} 
tl‘lp'_tO-11118 Soviet Union’ in exellengef 

T of the newspaper éjrticle-'ex+_'~ 
,. 

'1 

killed Kennedy-§in“re5_-~ . 

_>__i;:‘j- taliation; for CIA: plots-a to kill -'C_ub_a’n~" 
'l.11’§1'e1I1i¢I"- .Fi<1@l. Castro--' ':= 

spent two years m.u1e_s'<>_y;_e_r.-. 
§I§f1j=U13ioi; and'?m'arried' la. Russia-n .Rvo1'Iizi11_f 

'.%§.1><*f<>:=; refvliflins '16 .?h¢_;Unit@d 3?? 7 

"sd1'r1e"tfi"r1e before Kennedy's mgx1_~c_ler;.'§_‘" 

b'fi*.'rh'e'$<5\*i<*t .=“.1'<i.‘ Qlbfifl ¢i11_l>.@5_§i<'$;i11 
;:i:.1_-Me>;_i¢;;_ _C_ity."i-;'. .1 ;;.=-1¢-v,_<;;;:_l;- 

,.1§?§:'si/ho.§‘\vorke;l for tlze; Cuban embassyf 
.g?:€iE?1'5S‘sa-Ying -ma: she spoké.{_g;Q§w§ld;;jn' ;l 
I ¢i.w..in September/1?_6_$-12' 

_ ;¢.}§l;Z~§g1Ifbé;1§§}Va;<ren 
" 

_Con1'zni'sslg>n';"fi ivflfi F 
s§;i»fpr'<'/be<_1' ,the ass'ass~I1rzgtlon,;:1irlVed§~l-1iraq’:1'l‘ 

11'» Oswald acted alone in" the ~1i1ui"det;';fif;‘, 

with" rhet; _¢_onclusion,'* and ?_a'{1_-spe‘<:i 
~~5_‘_-,House tom-Ifnittee is now conducting 

if-‘.}Y inquiry" into flze fslziying' 0f'_Ken~-=_. 
""1: "also ‘thejmilfderf of flie "E:i»vil.;'
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n ~denies~l1lsel 

l, 1 re;o§>il;l 
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‘_ WASHINGTON"-, The (ILA; denied 
‘ yesterday that it"had‘ a report‘ of.-‘a" 
.l-meeting between Lee Harvey Oswald 
» and Cubanlagents before? President’ 

1 'J0hn F. 'Kennedy’s assassination on-| 
.- Nov. 22, 1963. - ._=_j 

= 1' The, allegation -was ‘made *in1__" a. 
‘ Washington Post story yesterday. -‘ 

1-, 

.5-5.":-The Post -also renorted thabthe CIA ‘ 

feeorded a conversation between Os-4
l 

-:.v.2ld and ‘officialsat the Soviet em¢,;|l 
'I"?~v'?bassy._in Mexico. Cityv in" September e

l 

r";-_t'0~the FBI for itsinvestigation of the l 

'='—‘~as'sassination-. The Post said that O_s- 

for-- unspecified informat1on.~;,}.*;._"»;";j_,;; 
L5,; 

if-A7 :1?-3.'1‘l;e C[A'refused to comment"0_n'Tal1 *
* 

§f§""C8pt{f0r'fi§€ -alleged meerir,g~be’t§ve_Bn}; 
_.i;§l*Os\iald"a.»nd the Cubans. ; 1*,-j_-',~_i;-;;'!':,::-=3 

.i-1>,';~.-;'l“z1‘ere has been persistent'Tspecu§,_ 
1ation.that,-_Osw_ald ',\vas working fog; 

-17f§?3The'fPost" end the ‘ct./x hadf wirerapsjg 

i'7r'._'?,TIt'quoted Sylvia Du1-an,_"_a..1\/Iexfeqn I" 

_f_9 

5'-<1”-1-1,; 

g‘ 

iéfigl-»l\1Ianyr§Aa'nericar1s= 
. have*fIf;1{s'.@igifée 1*; 

Tights flefldef, Dr. '4M;1rtjn_';.Lm-‘her 
"~1~"Km'g~Jr-' in‘ 1968.-; ;~l1.:";I‘:,,lL'*;€ _» 
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I By Ronald _Kessler ' 

Woshlnzton Posrszazr Writer 
The House Select Committee on 

Assassinations last night subpoenaed 
retired‘ Central Intelligence Agency 
officer David A. Phillips to question 
him about a telephone call made by Lee Harvey Oswald‘ to the Soviet em- 
bassy in Mexico City eightweeks be- 
fore President. Kennedy's .-assassina- 
tion. » 

A committee source said Phillips, who heads the Association of Retired 
Intelligence Officers, which is a lead- 
ing defender of the CIA, was sub- 
poenaed to testify within a few days 
before a closed session of the com- 
mittee's unit investigating the Ken- 
nedy assassination. 

.

' 

Phillips was questioned informally 
last night by committee investigators 
in the committees offices.’ He._may 
testify as early as today, according 
to a source. ! 

‘
1 

Richard A. Sprague, chief counsel 
of the full committee, said yesterday 
that it has launched an investigation 
of the circumstances surroundingthe 
telephone call as reported in yester- 
day's ' editions of The Washington 
Post.‘ ' 

' " ' ‘ 

The Post story said that the CIA in- 
tercepted and tape-recorded Oswald's 
call to the Soviet embassy in late Sep- 
tember, 1963, but did not turn it over 
tb the FBI, which has responsibility 
for investigating possible spies. It also 
did not turn it over to the Warren 
Commission during its investigation 
of the Kennedy assassination, The 
Post said. 

Instead, the CIA gave the FBI_.a 
brief report that did not mention Os- 
wald's offer of information, but said 
only that Oswald had contacted the 
Soviet‘ embassy, The Post said. The

I CIA later provided the Warren Com 
rnission and the Senate intelligence 
committee," which investigated. the 
Kennedy assassination ‘earlier _this 
year, with transcripts of Oswald's call 
that omitted his offer of info_rma_tion 
in"-'-eXch'ange for a trip to--. the». Soviet 
Unio'n..'-1.. " 

- » J - 

' There is no evidence that-Oswald’s-- 
offer of information wasaccepted by 
the Soviets. Oswald later-did refer in 
a letter, first made public by the 
Warren Commission, to ‘meetings?’ 
in the Soviet embassy. '

. 

After the assassination, on Nov. 22,. 
1963, the cm claimed um it -was not 
aware of mostof Oswald's activities

é 

."l" 
'1 

0 
' {‘ I ‘I 

jOswald had mentioned his‘ name in 
>the'_ conversations. - 

. 

' 

1. _- 

If_They also said Oswald was offering 
.-information to the Soviets and Pe- 

" questing a free trip to Russia‘. Y 

Since the CIA claims that the tapes 
of ' Oswa-ld’s calls" were destroyed 
=_a-bout a~week after the conversations 
took place, few individuals have per- 
-sonal knowledge of what was said.

_ 

The cm has declined to comment; 
H111 adtlition to obtaini'ng,Phillips’ 

;"testim_ony, a House assassination com- 
mittee'source said the panel intends 

',_,to; j-identify " and interview ' 

the , CIA 
I‘-translator and typist, who were inter- 
=-lvi§W€d by The Post,in'I\'Icxico. ~‘ 

.Panfé‘i-,l's1.le¢1,, to ’1,ilves¢i,-,-(lie 
-Killing of ‘Panther Leacler

_ 

-3‘ 1 3 

H United Press International . 

l,
_ 

“,-"I‘h‘e House Select_Committee on'As- 
"sassinations -‘yesterday was asked to 
investigate the 1969 killing of Chicago 
Black” Panther Party leader Fred 
Hampton on grounds he was set up by 
the. FBI through an informer and 
i“murder_ed" in a raid carried out by a 
special force of the Chicago police. 
;Morton H. Halperin, a former staff member of the National Security 

Council and now director ofprojects 
in conjunction with the American 
Civil Liberties Union, requested ac- 
tion ina letter to Richard A. Sprague, 
cliief counsel and staff director of the 
newlyformed House panel. .

' 

Halperin said FBI complicity was 
established by documents and infor- 
mation that came to light during the 
$47.-Spmillion civil damage suit against 
federal, state and local authorities now underway in Chicago. The suit 

._\_vas filed by relatives of Hampton and 
. - ..____ 
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" w DAVID A'.PX-IILLIPS“ 
. CIA_ei<-officer subpoenaed to testify .». 

_ -__ 

Mark Clark. another Black Panther 
member killed in the raid on their 
apartment. Y 

. . 
,

. 

Chicago police have said the.-raid 
was carried out to confiscate W.eal50ns 
held by the Panthers and that police 
fired their guns in response to shots 
from the apartment’s occupants. 
Halperin said .that a resolution set- 

ting up the House panel to investigate 
the assassinations of President Ken- 
nedy and civil rights leader Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. also authorized 
the committee to probe the deaths “of 
any others the-select committee shall 
determine."_ A - 

in Mexico City before the assasslna-
_ tion'because Oswaldhad: not men- 

tioned his name _in this‘ and other 
conversations _with_jthe" Soviet and'__‘

l 

Cuban embassies there. ' 

_ 

-'=‘}J' 

However, Phillips, whofsawv the CIA 
transcripts of 'Oswa1d’s" conversations 
before the assassination‘; ‘ the?-' CIA 
translator in -charge of -preparing the.-, _ 
transcripts and the typist who pre- 
pared thcm each told The Post‘ that 
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Oswald Offered Soviets Dataiioriiripg 
Associated Press 2 6 

A retired CIA agent says he recallsthat several weeks before President John F. Kennedy's assassi- 
nation _in 1963, Lee Harvey Oswald offered to give 
t.he Soviet Embassy in Mexico City information in exchange for a trip to Russia. 

" David A. Phillips, a former CIA officer in Mexico who now heads the Association of Retired Intelli- 
gence Officers, said in a telephone interview last 
night;-_ W 

, 

I" 

-"My general recollection is that: he (Oswald) wanted to go to the Soviet Union via Cuba, and as part of that he said he might have some information 
useful to them." - 

' 
'» 

Phillips,’ who recently retired from the agency in orderto defend the agency a ainst its critics, de- 
clined to fsaywhere he-had "obtained that informa- 
tion. other than to say “I wasaware what was going on'n_ _ 

_ 

I , _.-V‘-"My. . . 

4 However; it" was first reported more thana year ‘ 

ago, and later confirmed by _Senate intelligence committee chairman Frank Church, that the _CIA 
. ._ i . _,_ - 

_. |'_ » 

- - 
- 

-. v‘. J i 1.. 
__ ‘ _ .,.- - 

’
_ 

\

.

I

I 

. \ 
.,/. 

. 
~r;\“e 

l tr 
4 Qxil 

.5‘ 

: ..--

l 
. 

7 
0 3 , 

wiretapped and recorded a‘ Sept. 28, 1963, conversa- ‘ 

tion that Oswald had with the Soviet Embassy in Mexico City from a telephone in the Cuban Embas- 
sy there. 
Kennedy was shot to death in Dallas on Nov. 22, 

1963, and the Warren-Commission determined that Oswald was the sole assassin. ~ -t 

It has been known that Oswald went to the Mexi- 
co City embassies in an attempt to obtain a travel 
visa that would‘ permit him to enter the" Soviet Union byway of Cuba. .. 

- -

f 

The Washington Post reported in today's editions ; 

that a CIA interpreter» and a stenographer who
_ worked on the transcript of Oswald's telephone con- 

versation also recalled that Oswald had offered un-' 
specified information in exchange for a paid trip to 
the Soviet Union; / ‘ 

. 
- 

_

~ 

‘_ But the Post said the Warren Commission, for undetermined reasons, was not given that segment 4
_ of the transcript. And it said the FBI, which is re- . 

sponsible-"for espionage investigations, also was 
told .only in a general waythat Oswald had made -I contact with the Soviet Embassy. 
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lnzton Post, 18 November 1976 

Bush Is: Skeptical 
(Ff i’H0ove1' Memo’ 
OKIJAHOMA CITY, Nov. 17 (UPI)-- 

Central‘ Intelligence Agency Director 
George ‘Bush said Tuesday he does 
not believe newspaper reports that 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover wrote a 
memo claiming Lee Harvey Oswald 
had contacted Cuba prior to President 
Kennedy’: assassination. . 

~ 
._ 

“It's my information that such a 
memo does not exist," Bush told stu- 
dent leaders from about 20 colleges. 
Bush predicted the memo would-be 

proven fake or nonexistent. He said 
other allegations against his own 
agency have turned out to,be false on 
investigation. <'.__-i‘- ‘I5 __-F7 

p 

-- 

Bush admitted the CIA bad been 
guilty 01 abuse of power, but defended 
the need fol‘ an intelligence-gathering 
agency, covert operations and spying 
in other countries. ’ 

-. 
-I -‘ ‘; 

4 , 

The CIA director answered ques- 
tions about posslble'Cl’.A involvement 
in several non-Communist countries 
where tortureand prosecution of po- 
litical Pri50n€i’S,h3-3 been reported by 
saying he was concerned as well about 
torture and political prisoners in 
North Korea, Vietnam, the Soviet Un- 
ion, Cambodia and elsewhere. 

'
- 

“I just can't understand the selec- 
tivity of the moral outrage,”.he said.- 
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ta 1 ’l ‘ Tennessee"where nc‘y Robert Ozex-'1! he’ had any reason 
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_ King was l<il1e<!_'i!1',1,$_J84£_3_._'j.¢‘~;j: ,= ;‘é;-J’-“i;_'_<j§{_ -

- 

"~*-The Memphis“ Pors¢é_.fpep4§’¢t_n{q§:_-r 
_ has denied that ia»1yj-x_1q¢1iii_leiigt',§:é;ez--.1' 
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Did §Lee' Harvey Oswald tell Cuban officials ‘ 

shortly‘ -, before the assassination of President '_ - 

; Kennedy, that he was going to kill the President? 1- 
~ According to a senior source at the Justice D€f ‘ 

partment,» former FBI Director J.¢Edgar Hoover wrote a memo in 1964 saying thathe was told so by; ‘-ia highly-reliable informant who was supposed to‘ t have gotten. the‘ story from Cuban Premier Fidel -“ 
~ Castro. 
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While the memo apparently does not identify the ‘- informant, Oswald was knownto have visited the i 

~ Cuban Embassy in Mexico City about a month be--#= 
1 fore the assassination, and, according to» recently “ 

released CIA documents, he had been in contact“ 
. 8 with -three-- of Castro's suspected intelligence '1‘ 

Q ‘Q7 agents. The Justice Department source said Hoov-_'Ii L\'\\Q -' 
er_’s memo was addressed to the Warren Commis~ i 1 ' ' 

sion, butthere is no record of its having been’deliv- - 

- ered to the commission, 
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ASSASSIN, From Page C1
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' 

However, the report contends that 
information withheld or "unavailable 
does not sufficiently explain the War-

r 1-en Commission's failure to investiate ' 

the most plausible conspiracies..Even 
. ‘Without detailed I-knowledge of 
plots, it arsufi... ehough was knownat '

‘ 

the time about the possibly murderous 1- -- 

motives of pro-and anti-Castro groups -- 
‘. 
.»;_w1 

to warrant large suspicions- Allegedly i ward that end), the Teamsters (angry 

ma 

indifferentto the possibility of con 
spiracy, the Warren Commission, ac 
follow provocative leads or even to ask the right quwtions. ‘."I'h0se Cuban 
areas which were explored," the re- 

F our frames from Zapruder film show President Kennedy being hit bulle. 

;erils oienna 
“Kennedy's intention to withdraw from 
Vietnam), Organized Crime (eager to 
regain its drug..and- gambling conces- 
sions in Cuba, making common cause 

at Bobby Kennedy, who could be ren 
dered bereft and powerless if his 

the FBI and Soviet intelligence which 
y have programmed Oswald in" Rus_- =- - 

sia, if indeed the Oswald in Russia is port concludes, “related solely to Os- -_ the same Oswald as the one m Dallas. . wald and Oswald's contacts, rather - 

than the larger issues of determining 
whether subversive activities of they Cuban government or Cuban exile 
community were relevant to the assas- 
sination." ' 

It is in this subtle sentence that one 
can see the first great pitfall which

1 will face a new investigation in search 
of “larger issues.” The Church commit- 
tee did not review the questions of 
whether Oswald shot the President 
and, if so, whether he was a lone assas- 
sin. Yet, clearly, these questions are 
crucial in determining "whether there 1 

was a conspiracy. For, if there was one 
assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald and"no 
one else, as the Warren Commission 
concluded, then it follows that any in-

r vestigation should have centered on 
him and his points of contact with the 
world. It is not “larger issues" or “rele-"

, vant“ patterns of “subversive activity" " 

which kill Presidents, but live assas- i 

sins; 

On the other hand, if Oswald did not 
shoot the President or if others were- 
involved, then conspiratorial suspicion ' 

may properly be given free rein; and 
that is why criti of the Warren re- 
port have spent so much time casting‘

. doubt on the notion that Oswald was a 
single assassin. s 
By playing down the importance of 

the question of Oswald's singular guilt, 
the Church committeeopened the way ' 

to vast speculation, logically impossi- 
ble to disprove; for one cannot finally 
prove that something did not happen, 
onl that something has happened. . 

‘The Conspiracy Lobby 

cording to the Church report, failed to ii; brother were killed), not to speak of

m 

ILL TEE NEW committee also 
bypass the question of whether 

Oswald was ta single filer;-.if.so,, 

The most widely circulated of recent 
conspiracy books, Robert Sam Anson's 
-“They've Killed the~President,".weaves 
any of these themes into a stunning 

tapestry of conspiratorial possibilities. 
Like other conspiracy theorists, Anson 
deals with the disappointing limita- 
tions of the real-life Oswald by creat- ing an elaborate system of false Os- 
walds: look-alikes near-look-alikes and 
not-at-all-a1ikes»who,—however;claim to'""'"" 

be Oswald. He even suggests that the Oswald who went to Russia is not the same Oswald who was arrested in Dal- 
las, but rather a near-look-alike sent by .American intelligence while-the real 
Oswald,- a lesser spy, disappeared on "assignment in this country. Upon the second Oswaldfs return to this coun- 
try, it is suggested, the real one re- 
placed him, and for the next few years‘ 
the two apparently impersonated each 
other; Anson does not explain, among 
other-' things, why Mrs. Oswald, whom 
Oswald met in Russia, didn't notice 
that she was living with two different men. 

_ I 

No_ doubt he could. With enough 
mathematical ingenuity, it is still possi- 
ble to argue that the earth is the cen- 
ter of the solar system. With a system‘ 
of second (and in some theories, third and fourth) Oswalds, it is possible’ to 
posit several undisprovable conspira- 
C185. 

,
. New Orleans Trial -; W ILL THE NEW report be able to resist such metaphysics? As sug- 

gested, the early signs~ are not good.- Rep. Downingis ‘.‘convinced" there is a 
conspiracy. Over the years Rep. Henry 
B. Gonzalez (D-'l‘ex.), who is slated to become thecommittee chairman next 
year after Downing retires, has been the congressman most susceptible to 
thefelillfllltdishments of far-out crigics,-‘as 

'th the CIA and anti-Castro groups to-- - 

. 

/- 

one and only lqee Harvey Oswald, shot 
the President, then the conspiratorial- 
pombilities would be considerably 
controlledff-v_ 1 i_ -i'

_ " A We know, for example, ‘that Os- 
wald worked -in" the building from 
which the President was shot. He"_got 

family’ friend; Ruth Paine, several. 
weeks before": itf- was even decided, much‘ less publicly announced, that 
the President's car would pass in front 
ofhis place of work. From which it 
would follow either that Oswald and 
his co-conspirators were lucky enough 
to have the President arrive in front of 
that building at a convenient time or 
that elements in the conspiracy had 
the power to send Oswaldto a place 
where those co-conspirators knew the 
President would be and, more omi- 
nous, the power to send the President 
to a~ place where Oswald would be. 
-Mrs---Paine-would--»need to-~bepart of: 
the conspiracy," as would a circle of 
people around" the - President who 
should be easy to identify.

, 

- While it is true that the real Oswald 
came into brief contact with anti-Cas- 
tro activities in New Orleans the sum- 
mer before the assassination and vis- 
ited the Cuban embassyin Mexico City 
in late September, lengthy efforts to 
tie him to anything approaching a con- 
spiracyxin. elther- Cuban camp have? come up empty-handed. ' ' 

The most notorious of these efforts 
occurred in New Orleans nine years 
ago when District Attorney Jim Garri- 
son, promising to link Oswald to an an- 
ti-Castro CIA plot involving Clay Shaw. 
and David Ferric, staged a conspiracy 
trial which has gained the deserved- 
reputation of being one of -the most 
malicious and mendacious prosecu- 
tions in American history. After a 
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spectacle of literally drugged, hypno-' l" 
' ' 

tized and bullied witnesses and ludi- 
crously inaccurate testimony, the jury 
threw the case out. Garrison had not 
even succeeded in tying Oswald to Shaw and. Ferrie. So damaging wash; 
this performance to the cause of War- 
ren Report criticism that many critics 
argue today that Garrison was one of 
the CIA's dirty tricks. 

Anson theorizes that Garrison was 
trying to distract attention from the 
activities of organized crime by~stress- li$’—E4::”£;_:vT.;'_% ~ »._';-».>;.@ . . I ----_:l-'---»--=---=4‘? 
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him and his points of contact with the 
world. It is not “larger ‘"\1es" or “rele- 
vant patterns oi sub ive activity" 
which kill Presidents, but live assas- 

. . 5 

On the other hand, if Oswald did not 
shoot the President or if others were 
involved, then conspiratorial Suspicion 
may properly be given free rein;_ and 
that is .why critics of the Warren re- 
port have spent so much time casting 
doubt on the_notion that Oswald was a 
single assassin. t. 

By playing down the importance of 
the question of Oswald's singular guilt, 
the Church committee opened the way 
to vast speculation, logically impossi- 

‘ 

ble to disprove; for one cannot finally 
prove that something did not happen, 
only that something has happened. 
The Conspiracy Lobby ' 

' THE NEW committee also 
bypass the question of whether 

- ‘Oswald was a single assassin? For, if so, 
the new investigation will need to re- 

' view "a barrage of the latest co- 
nspiratorial theories presented by 
what might be called the conspiracy 
lobby, a lobby made up of professional 
and amateur critics of the Warren» 
Commission who spring to flamboyant 

’ 
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attention at the first hint of congres- 
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sional interest. Thellatest books and ar- 
ticles on the subject go well beyond 
the Cuban orientation of the Church 
committeereport. They allege a co-A 

‘ nspiratorial potential as well in the 
CIA (supposedly furious at Kennedy 
for betraying its Cuban plans and for 
contemplating the dismantling of the 
Agency).-Army Intelligence (angry at 

placed him, and for the next few years 
the two apparently irnpersonated each 
other. Anson does not explai 

A 
mong 

other things, why Mrs. Oswald, whom 
Oswald met in Russia, didn't notice 
that she was living with two different 
men.

f 

No doubt he could. With enough 
mathematical ingenuity, it is still possi- 
ble to argue that the earth is the cen- 
ter of the solar system. With a system 
oi‘ second (and in some theories, third 
and fourth) Oswalds, it is possible to 
posit several undisprovable conspira- 
cies. ‘

. 

New Orleans Trial -Q 

ILL THE NEW report be able to 
resist such metaphysics? As sug- 

gested, the early signs\are not good. 
Rep. Downing is '.‘convinced" there is a 
conspiracy. Over the years Rep. Henry 
B. Gonzalez (D-Tex), who is slated to 
become the‘committee chairman next 
year after Downing retires, has been 
the. congressman most susceptible to 
theblandishments of far-out. critics,-‘as 
attested to by his friendly foreword to 
“.Coup ‘d'Etat. in America," ea work_ -~ 

which argues for CIA involvement on 
the grounds that three derelicts ar- 
rested in Dallas after the assassination 
look something like Howard Hunt, 
Frank Sturgis and either the real killer 
of Martin Luther King or the Second 
Oswald. The fact that the derelict 
“Hunt” is palpably shorter, older and 
fatter than thereal Huntand the dere- 
lict Sturgis taller and lighter than his 
look-alike does not seem to deter the 
joint authors or the congressman. 

If, however, the new committee 
were to be convinced, as the Warren 
Commission was, that one man,'the 

lhl IGUU QCPSCLLAUDAY |\1l4b'l»LA_y \-ALI/I \-0 
tie him to anything approaching a c- 
spiracy in either Cuban camp he 
come up empty-handed. 
The most notorious of these efio 

occurred in New Orleans nine ye: 
ago when District Attorney Jim Gar 
son, promising to link Oswald to an z 

ti-Castro CIA plot involving Clay Sh; 
and David Ferric, staged a conspira 
trial which has gained the deserv 
reputation of being one of the rm 
malicious and mendacious prose< 
tions in American history. After 
spectacle of literally drugged, hypr 
tized and bullied witnesses and lul 
crously inaccurate testimony, the ju 
threw the case out. Garrison had n 
even succeeded in tying Oswald 
Shaw and Ferrie. So damaging w 
this performance to the cause of W: 
ren Report criticism that many criti 
argue today that Garrison was one 
the CIA's dirty tricks. 

Anson theorizes that Garrison w 
trying todistract attention from tl 

activities of organized crime by stre 
ing a plot involving the CIA and an 
Castro elements. And yet it is from n: 
terials developedin the New Orlea 
trial that Anson finds justification ft 

claiming unequivocally that Oswa 
consorted with Shaw and~Ferrie ar 
was heavily involved in anti-Cast: 
and other intelligence activities 1 New Orleans. ‘ 

.

' 

Nonetheless, the new committee wi 
want to review this and similar-mat 
rial arising from Oswald's contac 
with the wider world. There is a mom 
tain of it. For the original investig: 
tion, if wanting in curiosity abot 
“larger issues,” was ravenous in acct 
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r lgy bullet; he slumps toward his wife and then falls into Her lap. aroe 
mulating information about Oswald 
and his contacts. Not inaccurately, the 
assassination has been called the most 
thoroughlyinvestigated crime in histo- 
ry. in the years since the Warren Re- 
port, none of the conspirators has bro- 
ken; and the new evidence thatlhas ap- 
peared, such as the news of Oswald's 
threatening appearance in anFBI off- 
ice in early November, only confirms 
the Warren Reporfs characterization 
of Oswald as a reckless loner. There is 
precious little totie a conspiracy to the 
real Oswald, though the false Oswalds 
are in up to their necks. 

’ Scientific Studies - 

A NDTHEREisthenub0fit.Wili the new House committee try to 
tie Oswald or one of his alleged dou- 
bias to a conspiracy, thus opening the 
floodgates of speculation, or will the 
committee try to tie a conspiracy to 
the real Oswald? Will it pass over-the 
questloh oi Oswald's singular guilt or 
innocence. or will it begin with the piv-. 
oiai questions in the case: How many 
assassins were there? Did Oswald 
shoot the President? -' 

One wonders whether the Congress 
and public know about the new scien- 
tiiic work which has been done on 
these questions and how powerfully 
they confirm the single~assassin theo- 
1'Y- 

,
. 

By now 14 doctors" and scientists 
have examined the X-rays and photos 
of the President which were unavaila- 
ble to the Warren Commission. "And 
they agree that all the shots came 
from above and behind the President 
and not from his right where critics 
have suggested an assassin stationed 
on the famous “grassy knoll" was fir- 
ing. , . 

The doctors also confirm the pivotal 
conclusion of the Warren Commission 
that the bullet which struck the Presi- 
dent high 'in the shoulder, definitely 
exited from his throat, a point which is 
reinforced by itek Corporation’: re- 
cent photographic study of the posi- 
tions of President Kennedy and Gov. 
John Connally at the time of the shoot- 
ing. Assassination buffs know how im- 
portant this finding is. Fora bullet ex- 
iting in the direction and at the down- 
ward angle indicated by the doctors 
could not have failed to hit Gov. Con- 
nally. For years critics questioned the 
feasibility of the double-hit (Kennedy 
and Connally), seeing it as a contriv- 
ance of a commission desperate to 
maintain the single assassin" theory. 
Now, in view of recent studies, that 
theory emerges as the only one which 
can account for the known facts of the 
case ., 

~ 

.

' 

Itek has also examined several pho- 
tos of the grassy knoll taken during 
-the shooting, finding only shadow and 
light where the critics claim to see 
guns and gunmen. New studies of one 
oi the bullets recovered, the famous 
CE399, show its shape and weight to be 
consistent with the work attributed to 
it, contrary to‘ 10 years of counter- 
claims by critics. Tests of Oswald-type 
rifles and ammunition show them cap-- 
able of doing the job. Reexamination 
oi the physics of the President's head 
movement just after he was struck 
leaves Newton utterly unruffled in his 
grave, long-time critical "claims no- 
twithstanding. 

_ 

V 
' 

_“

_ 

-If the new committee-will reexam- 
ine this and other new materials along 
with the Warren Report it will proba- 
bly beled, as the Warren Commission 
was, right back to that window on the 
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sixth floor of the-Tens Book Depen- 
tory building, where shells, fired from 
Oswald's rifle, were found, as were all 
the bullets, recovered, and » where I 
palm print and other signs of Oswald's 
presence were quickly discovered.- 
‘ I'will not rehearse here the~over- 
whelming“ case for Oswald's guilt 
amassed by the Warren ‘Commission. If 
the Warren Report were still in print, 
the broad publicacould remind itselfof 
the irresistible argument which is 
there mounted. However; this ‘should 
be added: in all the new material, de-' 
classified and madeavailable to the 
Church committee and. independent 
researchers over the last few years, 
there appears not one scintilla of evid- 
ence pointing to the alleged frame-up 
of Oswald by which critics like Marl: 
Lane and Sylvia Meagher have tried to 
explain away the massive evidences of 
his guilt. 

"
" 

A little more than a century ago 
President Lincoln was ‘assassinated by 
John Wilkes Booth; ever since, assassi- 
nation bufis have tried to tie Booth to 
“larger "issues" — the Confederacys 
hatred of Lincoln; Vice President An- 
drew Johnson's or Secretary of War 
Stanton's' ' ambition; - the Catholic 
Church's subversive designs _on Ameri- 
can ireedom. These were plausible 
conspiratorial hypotheses; there are al- 
ways plausible conspiratorial hy- 
potheses. But a7 ludicrous -conspiracy 
trial and subsequent congressional in- 

’ 

Qvestigation and a hundred years of re- 
search into the_Lincoln assassination 
have failed to make the critical linkup 
between Booth and those “relevant” 
patterns of subversive activity." Of 
these conspiracies, the verdict of to- 
day’s historians isNot Proven. -

. 

One can never be certain there was 
not a conspiracy,"and. these\"days it 
takes some courage not tofind the 
government guilty. So one wonders: 
When and it the new investigation 
comes up empty-handed, will it have 
the guts to say so? 
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\/\ CIA Link 
Jo Oswald 
Unproven _‘ 

AuociatedPrea| '

' 

Senate investigators were unable to confirm reports from two CIA 'offi-
p cers that the agency may havecon-i »I tacted Lee Harvey Oswald prior to = the assassination of President John 

5. Kennedy. it was learned yester-. ay. 
However. Sen. Richard Schweiker, R-Pa., who headed the Kennedy‘ assassination investigation, 

_ 

said- througb a spokesman that “I don't think we know the whole story." The CIA released a document Thursday showing that the agency once considered using Oswald asa . source of intelligence information about the Soviet Union. The docu- ment appeared to conflict with sworn 4 testimony before the Warren Com-

~ 

mission by Richard Helms. then a branch chief and later the CIA's 
director, that the, agency never had "or even contemplated" any contacts with Oswald. 

SCHWEIKER SAID he was una- ware of the Oswald document, but a well informed source said it had been turned over to the Senate intelligence subcommittee that investigated the
1 Kennedy assassination.

l “We followed it up,” the source
l said but“we found no-indication that 1 Oswald was in fact contacted." 

. . . 1 . The same source said ll‘lV6Sllg8-at 
tors also were unable to confirm the

I sworn testimony before the subcom; _, mittee by a former CIA officer who“
i claimed to have sejen a 'CIA report
3 concerning a contact with a man ‘ 

closely resembling Oswald's descrip- ,' 

tion. ' ' 
' 

,4 

Schweiker confirmed--that his sub~Ji committee had been unable to cor- roborate “several reports" of CIA contacts with Oswald _in connection with his travels in Russia between . 1959 and 1962. 

' 
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Document Contradicts Testimony

1 

' 

CEA Viewed Oswaid
A 

iii. ‘.. As informs 
AssociatedPrea ta Contrary .to sworn testimony: the _ 0 CIA once considered using presxden~ 

_4 
-1-H3 No“ 25. 1933’ memo explains 

bo 

tial assassin Lee Harvey Oswald as a 
about the Soviet Union, "according to d a newly released CIA document. 
Warren Commission,-.--Richard 

source of intelligence. ‘information 1,8 potential imemgence some was I 

the CIA s director. said the agency vi never had ‘orieven contemplated'_ ha any contacts with Oswald. - 

gi 
A

m 
The newly released document, w written by an unidentified CIA officer

_ three days after-President J01!!! .jF.__"a Kennedy was killed in Dallas on Nov. Al‘ 

in sworn testimony before the 

22, 1963. says that "we showed intei~- W 
ca iigence interest" in Oswald and “dis-_ 

-__ cussed . . .* the "laying on of interv- 

Helms, then a branchchief and late: in 

views?‘ -' 
rt ” - 

‘ hi’
Pm The unidentified officer added that ~ 

"l do not know what action developed 
the:-eafter.". 

_ _ 
,l - - 

-THE MEMO WASAMONG bun-'~ 
dreds of pages of documents from the-CIA's file on Lee-Harvey Oswald.“ The material wasreleased to The. 
Associated Press yesterday" under the Freedom of Information Act. ' ' ' 

A second document revealsthat former CIA Director Allen"-Dulles, 
while serving as a» member-of the- Warren Commission, privately coun-- ‘ 

seled CIA officials on the best way to 1 answer questions from the commis-_'=~ 
sion about allegations that Oswald‘ 
wasaCIAagent. "~.. -. 

__ ;.: 

Dulles '-‘thoughtianguage whichv» made it clear that Lee Harvey Os-f‘ wald was never an employe or agent of CIA would suffice," an unidenti- 
fied CIA officer wrote Helms in~'A'ptiIi 
1964. 4 ..

. “I agree with him that a carefully‘ 
phrased denial of the charges of in-. voivement with Oswald seemed most . appropriate," the unidentified,officer' added. . _'-

- When he alpdpeared before the come» - 

mission in ay I964, I-ielms/then. ’ 

head of the agency's clandestine. 
services, testified under oath that- “there's no material in the Central 
Intelligence Agency. either in the . records or in e mind of any of the _' 

individuals that there was any con-
f 

19§3 

an
. serve as spies. A 

. ~ -
. 

interest in Oswald said the discus- -- sions about Oswald occurred “some- time in summer 1960.“ The author .. continued: "I don't recall if this was discussed while Oswald and his fami- I 

ly _were-en route to our country or if it 3 was after their arrival." 
_ J 

on Source 
ct had or even comtemplated with swald. _. 

.7 

t the agency‘: interest in Oswald f 

ue to his “unusual behavior in the SR,". to which he had defected in -- 

‘We were particularly interested the (deleted) Oswald might pro- 
de on the Minsk factory in which he d been employed, on certain sec- 
ons of the city itself, and of course - 

e thought the usual (deleted) that 
ight help develop (deleted) person- _‘ 

litydossiers," the memo states. - ~; The memo indicates that Oswald
v 

as also of interest to the CIA be- 
use- of concern that his Russian- 
rn wife, Marina, might have been 

art of a trend for Soviet women to arry foreigners, leave the country d settle overseas where they could 
- 

_._ 

_._4;4 

THE MEMO ABOUT the agency's 

t » 
. 

_ 4 .-
, 

4 '_ . 
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' By Mary Russell " 

‘Eot1t_h_e R1lle$j,Co_1;1ni_ittee to-__'olear,_tl1e 4'-'-‘load’ gizarailtees--£0‘:-industry still . 

~ ~ W-.-==“==~~#=»~»»==== 
5 .r¢#21=.4s.i<>r~:;‘=h '- r»»se<r&w- biu;,-.=1e.1;-owes‘shenvll-4 Formation ofhspeclal committee to ~ Iwlfihad-.b'é'en-languish 

__ l1e»com- ~._-_ §°m’IP}_§te_§_19§l{{Q§§i$§;-33:5-3;-5'-'¢~§- _-ff-__'
- investigate "mes 1;111ing5 oE'Prg5ident , ynittee slnzze-l\Iarclx:.“*__l~"‘rf'if"."?""i"$.;f 11 ,;.'.J,..Oliu".'E..,I‘eague’?(D¢'lfex.'5L;_clié;i.r1nan- ‘Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr. ;;-v.I-low/_e.\'.¢r..‘.,._&t.T-11e~_ ur2ing..»- 0£'_/thee of the Science_-ar_1__d.».-_TeohnologY- C0131- -was approved yesterday by‘ the House ___s_vid_ow_ of]th_ef"civll‘righ_ts' *l_ea_der§' Cor~_- mlttee; which brought out. the‘.-I biJ.1.'~ Rules CQmmjflge_. _. 

_' _;etta.£.:King." a.n_t1_,.the'..-r+Blacl_<.- Caucus.‘ ttu-eatenedto tie up~-the=House;iwith - 

- In morning and afternoon sessions, -1 H.011‘,-ie~sptflakefg.Q3l‘1i";Y§15¢¥t§-(D:Qlila-3~ '~i!i.5l‘"m'»¢3l1&'if.RUle$;<¢!idlB0¢ ‘~~
. 

‘the commltteéj a1so.4sent.to" the ~Hou'se5';*_- '3?-1<1<.$11Sed-.Tf-he‘;13r'0iJ.osél,‘l1eb.;;B.lchard "-eg-£or.thesiloor.,-15; tj-:3‘-"fry;--1"--‘_';~"g;-=;¥'§§j';§§' l floor =1 controversial.‘ bill to provide ;o.-"B°11iR5"-(D-M¢i)"‘€=ii¢"Ye5F§F°iY"§P-We 
;?'.:Z-§§buizi;=i.'sa1é1i3ié#n£&5§i=&§.-e.- d‘6u'S*'c's? 

s

- $3.5 billion. in loan’ guarantees ‘for’ in- 1* IlU1¢S‘=¥C0mm1lfBfi¢;Ja‘.‘The=7$P¢3"k9=§i~ is-' '-*="about the~"bllF,' but;'conc1tlded"‘thQt t . cmstry to develvnisyntherie 'fl1¢1_s. .b.ut"" ‘§*F°'.1g1>“*1*-5"PP.91‘F' 91 "=*'-"".»:"r.*.:""*"."~"-‘J2: * -" §;1'1'bmi>1onencx haves»-¥1guL.¢¢ ‘deer;-with ~bl_ockedlfron1§£lbor vote a=,sti-ip-mining" -=i;‘j3.Bejc8_us)e;.goi1gges;;l.1.;iS;.ls¢hed111efi% to: _'.; ,u;e'~magt¢;--on :h*e'-floor-_"_ *.7~:§_" control in. .5 
_ 

_ 

. 

‘ 
_ ;at_j°u1-gm HQ _._'._‘,'-t _ee» .' : 

.‘ . . “.5;-_ ' _.-~_.~.x-..;-_l;_..~<- -_ 1.~
- 

Tlie prbp'osed"1_.2¥rE1en1ber ihvestigal;- ;,-_iss-_1J,ot.'.e'xp‘eqted,to.ho1d;$hea.rings;this',_;_.:£a¥T';f:g' $533153 ,,‘§‘{’~",-‘§i§f1°;°t;§'",°-.§¢°{§;,5§l --
; 

ing committee, approved, 9 to 4, _for: 
.,,,g',,°‘a; ;_..>=,..»'=’,»-...~.~.‘?.-;»=» _'~ ~ floor action, would be empowered,.to--.r:§13111il1€' -W°111d' ‘be 1-uSéd.vf0-,hi‘rf01Sf3ff,". L~._..v -~ 

. 
la’ 

-5~"~T~‘?*-~' ‘

. 
look into thefassassination of- “anyy1781161b!fg8ni.Z8~the1inveStig3ti0l1;',i~;*"" 'H’-""‘"‘BF°91§mgthe='5mP'mmmg:bu1.?‘m?$’_.-

1 
others the select committee‘ shall t1e— "."f?QT1ie ¢°m1'11it_386 WQ.ll1¢1 have-tb bbfflp---'1 m‘fl‘.e"t m°re. d‘f?*°‘.*".1'1° 933$"-I19-453*?" 

.

' termine." but it is expected to concen-' 3'?_"I->I°'\'8d- 133111 at‘-the beginning Of ‘the ._I 
~-matte fi§e?"hm °n t.he“n°°‘.7'~be_°au§h 

__ 
trate on President Kennedy, killed in ;- 11@Xt.'C°1’lB1'6$5r°5l1t}-"iI‘:3PP1'°Ve‘1.-this. ‘.1-i°_".‘?1' E8-Sl_.f1C8tlOR' Plant; Q-1'¢v.'Pl'0J_ec_£_e%! I Dallas» in November, 19a3,, and on year. that would,pmbab1y-i-be=1a‘:or-_>~_»E°"“"P“?1°»9°°¢<ms°f¢qa1efiaY3..

V King,‘ killed in M'en‘ip_his_ in March, _-._ maLi.ty;..'. 
_ 1 "1 , ii; T".-g. 

4 
ii ‘.E11vir<>wnen¢alists sayithe ~Iack= pi . 1968.- 

, 

"- 
" 

- 

1 

' 
' 

‘4 
" 

1- The bill. providing 'S3.5 billion" in_ - ~§trir>-mining control on coal resources --~ House approval Is still needed to set _I0311_-Ellarantees in .the.I'1e>¢-_t\v0.fi$¢31 .~."’~ the Westmakes it eve": "1079 in!-Y up the committee} but Rep. Thomas N. years for. Syrlflqetimfuels is" a"-='sca1ed- 
f 
Pev_ative_t<>--prevent initiatimi <>i;¢o’a1 Downing‘ (I)-V3,), who -has beeqpush.‘ _'d_oyyo_'f'y1ersionj.‘;of‘Ion'e._,,.the' House .de- jT_€F15‘fi¢?t1°*1 lJ1‘<>jects:_ . ’. 7 - ‘ing for the investigation for a year, ~fe1f¢d lésweeemberprovidinz $6_bi1- 3°11m?=' Warned the Rules‘ Cqmmif-" ~ said 150 mgmbel-3 b3¢k his D1-M30531, 

4 

lion in loan gu3'1'-3ntee5,'p1-imapflyfgp ICE thatlifthestrip-mining COtlt1‘01 bill making Hgusg apprflval a]mo5g; cg;-. _¢oa1 gasificatign and oi], 513319, ‘ 
‘ 

_ 
was I108: reported it WOU.I(l‘ “make if tain. - 

_ 

- - 

. 
, The current bill would distrfibute;“i‘<1ifIiCH1'I'7 [IQ $l1PD0l't- the Synthetic - ‘ __ Downing said it was a push by C0n- l m0I'8 0f_ the IHOHGY $0 Other" forms of .fL_1els -bill, . -- . 

'
' g1'essionalBlack Caugug members, in. - ener,g'y,;such as solar, wind and geoth- 

4 
Rep. John Melcher (D-Mont), the !8l'€SF8d in reopening the King inves-_ ermal and provide a minimum of 20 chief. proponent of ‘strip-mining con- tization because of "new‘ information" - per cent of the funds for urban waste ,_tro1s,, jsam t_l1e._re was a chance the bill they say_they have received, which projects. » - 

_ A might be brought out under-asuspen~ _ 

_ 

- 

‘ 
However, environmentalists and Re~ ~sion of rules, which_woulcl make a. 

V -. _publlcans concerned about federal two-thirds vote necessary to passitfl
o 
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Qnban Link to JFK Darrin 
By Ronald Kessler and Laurence Stern 

washlnzton Post Stair Writers 
Long before his recent murder, 

John Rosselll, the CIA’s underworld 
recruit in attempts to kill Fidel Cas- 
tro, had been privately claiming that 
agents of the Cuban premier, in retali- 
ation, were involved in the assassina- 
tion of President John F. Kennedy. 

Rossellfs belie! in a Cuban connec- 
tion to the Kennedy assassination was 
expressed through his attorney. Ed- 
wan:LP. Morgan, to the FBI as long 
ago as March, 1967, and also in private 
conversations witha -longtime associ- 
ate of Rosselli who participated in 
meetings between Rosselli and the 
CIA,‘ » .' Y 

4 J 

An FBI '“b1ind memorandum" on 
an interview _with Morgan dated 
March 21, 1967, was included, without 

' \ . 
-,. e . v _, , ,_ ~ \ -_\ .,,- .. ~-..-.-.'.--m~'?v...i.~¢-L1-~~»:-'~'.'"'.a ~...r---x~,_.--,- . -"'.2-1»-‘ -' '. +4 

‘
. 

identification of the interviewee. in 
last June’s Senate Intelligence Com- 
mittee’s report on the role of the in- 
telligence community in the Kennedy 
assassination investigation. = 

Morgan told the FBI that Rosselli 
and another Morgan client had in- 
formed him that Castro became aware 
of CIA assassination conspiracies 
against him and “thereafter employed‘ 
teams of individuals who were dis- 
patched to the United States for the 
purpose of assassinating Mr. Ken- 
nedy."

' 

Because neither Morgan nor Ros- 
selli was identified inthe-Senate re- 
port, the significance of that portion 
of the‘ 106-page document was dis- 
counted at the time it was published 
in June, before Rossel1i’s disappear- 

See ROSSELLI, A3, Col.-1 -‘
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ROSSELLI F A1 

has confirmed that Morgan and Rosseili were the sources of the testimony t_ha.t._, I suggested a‘ Cuban role in- the'Ken-, nedy murder. . 

_ . 
,

_ Morgan's account, according to a summary. of the FBI interview, was that Rosselli had reached his conclu- sion about a "Cuban connection to the Kennedy ‘ 

, assassination ' from "t'eedbacl-2” furnished by sources close to Castro who were involved in the CI.-\_ plots to assassinate the Cuban leaderf 
“llis (Morgan's) clients were‘ aware" 

oi‘ the identity of some of the individ- uals who came to the United States for this purpose and he understood that twosuch individuals were now in the state of New Jersey," the FBI in- terview summary stated. - 

'

_ A long-time associate "of_ -Rosselli 

~~ 
. ['01]! -» - _. .. .. .- .. ..;...»__- ' 

. 
- ‘L5*".¥**:5."i.-.“*@’\§?\*‘.J*>*‘s'\‘ "1--trai- ance and the subsequent discovery of 
1 

"
' his body in an oil drum in Florida waters. The Washington Post, how ever, 5&5 §,,.a§»';;.e.,...,_;,,§%;§";.,,. . .. 

> ~ 1 1 

at ’ ‘

. 

‘who was interviewed separately -byi' The Washington-'l?|o‘st,. said there was no question " ,i‘n' "the slain mobsterfs mind that President Kennenbl. 
_ 
was killed on 'Castro’_s behalf -in reprisal-1 forthe CIA..schenies against-the.Cu~ - ban leader. ~ < _. - “He was positive; he was sure,” said the associate, ~‘who knew Rosselli well. and was in contact withihim before Rosselll disappeared from his Florida home on.-luly 28..'I‘he associate, who- cloes-not want to be identified moi" 

licly,'is scheduled to bevinterviewe'(l-"*‘—""- 
this week by. Dade County, Fla,, homi- cide detectives. He was a party to Ros- 
selli-’s con'tac_ts"in the early 1960s with CIA case" officers overseeing the at- tempts to assassinate Castro.

_ 

Despite occasional speculation. the 
collective conclusion of all official U.S.‘-government investigations into the Kennedy assassination—including 
the Warren Commission, the.FBI and the CIA-has been that there was no evidence that implicated "the ‘Castro: 
government or any ofits agents. " 

However, the C_lA’s involvement in the schemes to assassinate "Castro was not divulged to the_Wa'ri-en Com- 
mission, and knowledge lo! t_hem.'was.f. confined until "1967 tdsa small;_elit_e' 
circle of the U.S. intelligence commu-_ 
nity. President-.Joh_nson apparently_’_ 
first learned about the schemesonly 
after a March_.7, 1967,.col'Uun1n__by_-the_."=_" 
late Drew Person; ‘whichgprompted 
‘mhnson to Order 3 “CIA 'inve-sfingation-ii “circle 'of confldants in the FBI learned 
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..l;_i5roim¢a Secret Service P"-L1{__‘ 

thellate Ch.ief'Justice or the United States Earl _Warren.'Ilate in'January,' 
1967, and told him ‘that a Washington ' 

lawyer had confided to him that-one 
of hiscllents (said the United States “had attempted‘ to? assassinate Fidel 
Castro; in the '-early. 19605 and Castro‘ had decided 'to._'retaliate."‘ ' 

‘Warren declined Pearson's sugges- 
tion that he see the lawyer, who was Edward_Morgan. Warren referred the -matter to then Secret Service Direo-_» 
tor James J. Rowley, who on Feb. 13, "1967, wrote FBI ‘ Director J. Edgar Ho- 
over, informing himof the allegations. 
Hoover sent the Rowl_ey=letter to,-six senior‘ bureau officials “eyes- only" basis. There is no recordof FBI 

{meetings ordlscussions of those alle- 
gations.'At that point the sensitive let- 
ter bounced back and forth in the higher reaches of the FBI bureauc- 
‘racy. ‘

A The job of responding. to Rowley.’s ‘letter "was "assigned to the supervisor ‘of the FBI’s General Investigative‘Di- 
-vision who was ‘given responsiility for the overall assassination investigation inMarch 1964. ‘ 

- '
* 

~.-;_ This official’s job was complicated by the fact that he had never been in- -formed of what Hoover and his closest 
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V testified eightf-years -later that they were “surprised”. Wllen‘ M01-'83-H -.81-L 
luded during the interview to U.S. at- 
tempts to assassinate Castro. - 

“‘These- agents stated that they could- not evaluate the '1awyer's 
(Morgan's) allegations or question him 
in detail on them-, since they had not been -briefed on the CIA assassination 
efforts,” the Senate committee ob- 
served. . 

' 

' 

.
~ 

- On March 21, 1967. the FBI’s Wash- 
ington Field Office sent headquarter-s ten copies of ' a blind memorandum summarizing 

_ 
the interview with Mor- 

" "'In a Senate Intelligence Committee summary of the FBI interview, Mor- gan was reported to- have, acknowl- edged that hisclients were “on the 
fringe of the lmderworid" and that they faced “possible prosecution in _a crime not related to the assassination u _ -. 

I _

E Morgan 'said' his clients “were called upon by a governmental agency to as- 
sist in "a project which was said to - 

"have the highest ‘governmental ap- 
proval. The project had' as its purpose the assassination of .--Fidel Castro. Elaborate plans we're made,‘ including the infiltration ofrthe Cuban Govern- ment and than nlaninw ni'-"lnfnrrnantn
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. . . approached Earl Warren? I '1 

memory loss or that ‘Morgan's ‘state- ment to FBI agents nine years earlier was a pure invention, a seriousrisk 
for an established Washington lawyer. 
No committee source could explain 

the discrepancy, and Morgan declined 
to confirm that Rosselli was the client‘ 
in question or to discuss either his 
allegations against the _Cuban govern- ment or his recent testimony. - 

The internal FBI memo on the 1967' interview with Morgan was sent to headquarters with a transmittal ‘slip 
saying: “No further investigation is being conducted by the Washington 
field office unless it" is advised to the contrary by the Bureau.” 
The Senate intelligence committee, 

in commenting on this position, said 
that “had the interviewing ‘agents. known of the CIA-underworld plots 
against Castro, they would have been aware that the lawyerhad clients who had been actlve_ in the assassination 
plots." ' " '-l‘ " 

'
' 

"On March 21, FBI headquarters for- warded the Washington field office memo to the White House,,the attor- ney general and the.Secret Service. It did not recommend any further in- 
vestigation of =Morgan’s allegations.’ = On the evening of the followin-g' 
day, President Johnson called CIA Di- 
rector Richard M. Helms to the ‘White 
House. The next morning,--March 23, Helms-ordered the'CIA inspector gen- 
eral to prepare a report on the‘CIA l 

involvement in the assassination plots --Operation Mongoose—of_ _,which, Helms had full knowledge at the -time 
they were executed. " 

_ ,
. By May 22, Helmshbriefed President Johnson on the results. There is, how- 

ever, no evidence that Helms"-briefed the President on the November, 1963;" plot-one of eight major schemes on Castro's life from 1960 to 1965-to as- 
sassinate the Cuban leader through~ -the employment of»an agent with the cryptonymn AMLASH. His‘ identity was revealed ‘as -Rolando Cubela, a 1961 CIA "recruit" with close access to Castro. 

V w 

-. 
, __ CIA operatives turned over assassi- nation equipment to Cubela during a Paris meeting on’ November 22. 1963- the day President Kennedy was killed in Dallas. There has been subsequent 

speculation that. the. mercurial and talkative Cubela was either a double agent or being monitored by Cu*ban.= 
intelligence. - -'_

. During the. later days --of his presi- 
dency,‘l\'l1'. Johnson spoke cryptically 
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\ 
_ . 

-nam~',=»-.=~t"-"--..- - Rosselli, a" C-IA superior testified to -L...-I.;:='-».~=i¢i-sis-Yii -. ». s- 4-, 149'? '
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el ‘the Senate comnnttee,‘ developed a .-."‘! .,,_.=, __, ,_,.,._,, ,. ._ ,,._.’£ f ,-.- \ (U ,1“ W, _
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~=.-*~.~‘~"°*h" CIA "Mel "*">.v<>r*@<1 
, ._ 
~ ii, with Rosselll, James P. O'Connell, was 1:15:11“),-1*-:-5=;>,?>a‘=-;»$-€~ 12‘ 

;_,._ "-2- )"§Q'§';}-_',4;'~'\{§§v),‘-\\-*‘<‘;"/I,’ .},’~ -.\ -M. -- -, . .
- _.~~_4asked if he knewwhether the agency 

1'; ‘,1 transmitted information to.the mob- 
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"ii . as-"' as 
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"-= iwas*=l-3;;-e,;=:?;-an-s‘ ster on possible Cuban involvement in
, 
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fthe Kennedy as_sass1nat1on...He replied 
" -that he was out of the country at the 

, time Kennedy was killed, andhad no 4% 
-35:21: 
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. .. further comment. _
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J; h. Two months before the Kennedy as. 
»- sassmatlon, Lee Harvey Oswald, who " "-’32:;-“‘-":..t,-"-;_..;;' -_.;, ,5 »-:.,_, A . . .

. £5 was identified by the Warren Commis- 
-- -j- S1011 as‘Kennedy’s murderer, had trav- -' /1".-' .-a.;'» ;;-"-4-;"“<'.=;;- 

,.; h. " . , -- - 
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, w gain entry to Cuba. According to the ==~.'-\:‘==*. ‘-*> =~;-.- -W-1:» r 
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il “med hlmself as the head of the New Orleans branch of the Fair Play f0!‘ 
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- Cuban Revolution. . 
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v; was killed, Castro told Associated . 

.- 
Pres‘ Y'=P°"'°*‘ Da"1°1 Kirk" 31*"

' " ' ' “'“‘ 
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'U.S.vleaders aiding terrorist plans to -;‘;,;,,1,...":1- J,‘E])(|}A_R, gooygn, Iv 
gr ,1» .1 've1iIl‘iil13.t8t=€I.lb8I_l leaders would them- ‘ T‘. ‘*.'..-closeli hold ae‘cret~- ~. 

- se ves no _ esafe." ~ 

~":;_-; 1 
1 ‘.‘_:.._. I V 

‘-".~'..-_’;-a.1'.';;. A_U-5i..8QV.é1'T1i11ent committee coor-- ’- 
t "tn ' j. dinating policytoward Cuba at the 3I.i?ed“;a2ii“i*i€é €o)s?selli’s?Eii::fpe1a‘:':~- time -are thee is =1 s".°ns111<111"~d ance in late J-my warning hell at Cu__~ -that Castro would retaliate» in some bans appeared -to be attemptfing to; _- __£ashion. However, it concluded Castro wipe out all those who participated in . 

“’?“1d'n°t risk 8 ma3°1' °°nf1'_°ntat-1°" the a_nu,CaStrO plots. , 
- 

V w 
Q -With U16 U.S. by attacking U.S. lead- ' 

. 

* 

I 
- - 

i ers. ' 
'

- 

. The call,'she said, came from an old - Qn the same day Kennédy was a5_ friend who was acquainted with Ros-, S 5- -

~ selli’s sister, whose name is Edith Dai-- fighfigfigng 'g,£§agffil$€ia1:1e\i}:: tgag gle. Mrs. Harvey said that Mrs. Daigle- said he wmud km Castro ta ten M told the mutual acquaintance that the the U_s_ womd provide Him wmrei Rosselll family‘ had received a tele- plosives and a poison pen dwic-e phone threat from unidentified Cu- while thasenate Intemg',nce'C(m,i_ bans prior to Rosselli’s disappearance. ‘ 

mmee Said it found no evidgnce Sum" She also said that Rosselli had gone to - - 
- 

'
~ 

- 

, - _c1ent to Justify a conclusion that the meet the Cubans 111 an effort to -pro--_, Kennedy assassination was pm of 5 test hisfanm-V‘ V 

' ‘ 

- conspiracy it- also said US -agencies Mi-s._ Daigle could not be reached by did not-properly investigate the assas- The Washington Post. But another sis- sination or tell the Warren Commis- ter of Rosselll said she had heard of sion about the CIA plots on Castro's no such‘threats~or"warnings; - 

, life. ' 

' 

, 

~ 

;, H31-vgy, -whg died at age .fi0 and ' 

“TYIETG-lS I10 iI1(liO2.tiOt1th8t the FBI‘, whose exploits as a clandest_lne'opera- ' 01' the CIA direfled thfl intervlewinfi tor are both legendary and controver- ‘ Of Cuban sources» or‘ sources within sial within the agency,"testified to the _ the Cuber; exile gromlnllllityi" the 56% - Senate Intelligence Committee. He " ate comm ttee sa cl. - had become Rosselli’s case officer in__ --i 1‘-¢¢°1‘di11B $0 £1 fvfmer FBI Ilffifiifil Operation Mongoose and supplied the ' in charge of key aspects of the FBI’s mobster’ with poison pills, explosives,, ._probe of the Kennedy murder, U18 detonators, rifles, handguns,’ radios'._"~FB_I never satisfactorily determined ‘and boat radar for transmission to T awhat Oswald planned to do in Cuba or - anti-Castro Cuban agents. Harvey and l what -he had done in Russia. - 
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" 

. . . apprqached Earl. Warren - . 

memory loss or that ‘Mor'gan’s ‘state- 
ment to FBI agents nine years earlier was a pure invention, a. serious risk 
for an established Washington lawyer. 
No committee source could explain 

the discrepancy, and Morgan declined 
to confirm that Rosselli was the client 
in question or to discuss either his 
allegations against the Cuban govern- 
ment or his recent testimony. ~ 

The internal FBI memo on the 1967' 
interview with Morgan was sent to 
headquarters with a transmittal slip 
saying: “No further investigation .is 
being conducted by the Washington 
field office unless it is advised to the 
contrary by the Bureau.” 
The Senate intelligence committee, 

in commenting on this position, said 
that “had the interviewing agents 
known of the CIA-underworld plots 
against Castro, they would have been 
~aware that the lawyerhad clients who had been activein the assassination 
plots." ._ . 

' ' 

I 
-

' 

"On March 21, FBI headquarters for- 
warded the Washington field office memo to the White House, the attor- 
ney -general and the.Secret Service. It 
did not recommend any further in- 
vestigation of ~'l\jIorgan’s allegations. * 

On the evening of the following 
clay, President John-son called CIA Di- 
rector Richard M. Helrns to the 'White 
House. The next morning,--March 23, 
Helmsordered the CIA inspector) gen- 
eral to prepare a report on the CIA, 
involvement in the assassination plots 
-Operation Mongoose-of _which 
Helms had full knowledge at the time 
they were executed. i

_ 

By May 22, Helms briefed President 
Johnson on the results. There is, how- 
ever, no evidence that .He1ms‘briefed 
the President on the November, l963',._ 
plot--one of eight maior schemes on 
Castro's life, from 1960 to 1965-to as- 
sassinate the Cuban leader through 
the employment of-an agent with the 
cryptonymn AMLASH. His identity 
was revealed as -Rolando Cubela, a 
1961 CIA “recruit” with close access 
to Castro. Y 

. 

- 

__ CIA operatives turned over assassi- 
nation equipment to Cubela during a 
Paris meeting on November :32. 1963- 
the day President Kennedy was killed 
in Dallas. There has been subsequent 
speculation that. the. mercurial and 
tallcat-ive Cubela was ‘either a doublet 
agent or being monitored by Culbam 
intelligence. - -' 

g

. 

During the later days-of his presi- 
dency," Mr. Johnson spoke cryptically 
of a “Caribbean Murder incorpo- 
rated" targeted against Fidel Castro. The inspiration for that statement un- 
doubtedly was the CIA inspector gen-7 
era1's report he ordered Helms to have 
prepared. 
Within the past year, Rosselli and two of -his c,o-conspirators in the Cas- 

tro assassination schemes have died, Glancana at the hands oi‘ a profes- 
sional hit man and Harvey as the re- 
sult of a "massive heart attack" last 
-lune. 

Mrs. William Harvey, the widow-of 
the deceased CIA official. said she 
suspected no foul play in her hus- 
band's death. She did, however, tell 
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. . . closely hold secret 

The ‘Washington Post that
' 

ceived a call after Rosselli’s di: 
ance in late July warning her t 

' "bans appeared "to be atternp‘ 
wipe out all those who particip 
the anti=Castro plots. -

' 

' 
. The ca.ll,"she said, came from 

friend who was acquainted-wi 
selli’s sister, whose name is Edi 
gle. Mrs. Harvey said that Mrs. 

' told the mutual acquaintance t 
' 

Rosselli family‘ had received 
- phone threat from unidentifi 
bans prior to Rosse11i’s disappe 
She "also said that Rosselli had . 

.meet the Cubans in an effort 
tect his family. '

. 

Mrs._ Daigle could not be reac 
The Washington Post. But anotl 
ter of Rosselli said she had ht 

' no such'threat§or"warnings; T" 

Ha_rvey,iwho died at age E 
'_ whose exploits as a clandestine 
tor are both legendary and con 
sial within the agency, testified 
Senate Intelligence Conamitte 
had become R0sselli’s case offi 
Operation Mongoose and suppli 
mobster’ with poison pills, expl 
detonators, rifles, handguns, 

_ 
-‘and boat radar for transmissf 
- anti-Castro Cuban agents. Harv: 
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-‘-cw‘ Was-hingtoii Bureau 
W.-‘.5!-IIt\‘GT0l\’ - U S intelligence sources 

inye now revealed an undercover international 
2't8i'il‘tL‘.!'.l was conducted in 1964 for a mysterious 
french army deserter who reportedly had been 
_.:i Dallas the day President Kennedy was assas- 
sinated there. and then was expelled from the 
[United States by aiithorities the next day 
5 The manhunt was triggered by the French 
'governrneiit. according to a March S. 196-L FBI 
communique to the CIA, becauseit was feared 
an Paris that the deserter, former tinny Capt». 
itlean Siietra, was preparing to assassinate 
'rFt‘8tlC8'S President Charles de Gaiille. 

in the coirimunique, the FBl asked the CIA 
hat it might know about Suetra. The C1.-‘i had 
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ltiiown terrorist-who had been operating out of 
Algeria as an officer in tlieSecret~Army Organ- 
ization r0.-\Sl ‘

_ 

The OAS had been involved in several assassi- 
nation attempts on De Gaulle French intelli- 
geiice agents were t'eai"t'ul that Stietra would 
make another attempt to kill De Gaiille wlien 
the French leader flew to Mexico on .\larch 15 
for a round of meetings with Mexico's President 
Adolpho Lopez i\-latcos 
French agents met with the l-‘Bl in !\'2w York 

City on March 5 and said they had learned Sue- 
tra had been in Fort Worth oiithe morning of 
Nov 22, 1963, when President Kennedy had been 
there. 
Suetra - who also went under the names of 

Michael Roux and Michael llerrz, according to 
Clfi files - than was in Dallas that afternoon " veral details on Suetra,_ an _internationally._t when Mr Kennedy was shot. '

_ According to the French age 
_ 

. _ uetra was 
apprehended shortly after the liooting and 
“was expelled from the United States, at Port 
Worth or Dallas, 18 hours after the assassina- 
tion." 

.

' 

The French were especially anxious to learn 
the reason for Siictra‘s expulsion and his desti- 
nation, which they believed had been either 
Mexico or Canada. _- 

In return, the CI.-i iiiade available to the 
French government -information it lied on the 
niysteri!-us Suetra froiri three diiferciit CI.-\ 
files. as woll as an app:~.i"entl;,' recent photo- 
grophof him.

A 

Whatever iiiforinatior; tra the CIA 
turned oi_"er to the Fi'eiic'n rains hidden 
from the jaiiblic. .
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. But no overt til‘?-;-Pript waslrnade on the lL".- 
Dc Gaulie, who was undei h::i-.-;- protectioiz ~:! 

ing his tlirec-day \.'lSll to .\le.\:i:o later tl 
month v

_ 

S:ietr:i‘s idezititg.-' and his l'6pOX'lt':(l apprch 
sion in 'l'c:~;as, along with his exp-.ilsioii from 
United States on F‘-'ov 23. 1:763, iinvc remaiz 
hidden from the .-‘imericari public until now 

:l_"hc ('1t\'_l_i;is___ijg¢lqas¢d_4_only the _'o.'-i;"e-ho 

li’ll:Q.l:lT'!“E1'l:l_(J~tq_lA§tfiO1'ig__£t number. oi". dociinierits 
recently has rztacieavoilahle unrler tiie-Feds 
Frecdmn of lnformatiori Law 

Wasliirigton attorney Bernard Fe:ister\'.' 
-Jr has becii waging a lengtliy battle with 1 

CIA, using the federal law to get l.l'U:‘ intelligei 
agency to tTl3i~;;‘t public its lo:ig;'-secret tiles 
the Kennedy assassination. 
The Detroit News has asked the I-' 

crnnierit, through the French 2fl2bi.iSS}' in iV.- 
ington, to coiniiient on Stietra. 3.’-ut two differ: 
emhassg," officials say there are no cur:-eiiffi 
on him. . 

Also asked to comment was the Justice l 
partnient's' lnimigmtioii and l\7Ztl".lt'8ll7.&iI 

Service, the ag-may that would have he 
icspoiisihlc for S=:_=:ti':i's depot‘-‘2J.ion.° . 

Ageiicy sptikesman Vernon Jervis said 
coiiiputer S".'€ll'Ch of our 1' lies has turned up no 
iitg on Siietra under any of the three iiani:-.s 
used."

_ 

lloit-eve-:', .3-::i‘i'is said that if Siietra lied lit 

asked to sign a stntcin:-zit. of "i.'olu:itrir_v dog; 
ture," zidi"iiiltinf_: that he had l'C¢'!Cll'cf'i the Uni 

~ States ll!‘i=Il5iZ' il!-‘gill '.Ztl‘Cllt'Il:£!i!.l‘.CCI~'-, “th-? 
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By HARRY ALTSHULER MIDNIGHT Staff Writer The CIA and Fidel Castro were 
both betting on the same agent —- and Castro won. 
The CIA plotted to murder Cas- 

tro by using a Cuban agent code-named Am/Lash, who agreed to lead a coup to overturn the Castro government. 
But Am/Lash was a double agent. A longtime faithful pal of Castro. named Rolando Cubclo. he took the Cl/\’s money -— and spilled its plans" 

into Castro‘s car. 3 

ln angry retaliation. Castro set up 
the assassination of President John 
F. Kennedy. 
That is the story — already long- known in some Washington circles — behind the reopening of the file on .lFK's murder. 
But the truth may be even more 

complex. Now a former CIA opera- 
tive. Robert D. Morrow. has spilled 
a dozen years of secrets into a co 
trayal." published by the Henry Regnery Co., Chicago. Lee Harvey Oswald was not the assassin, Morrow as- serts.

_ 

Oswald wasjust the chump set up to take the blam'e._while . the real killers escaped. ~ 

According to Morrow. Oswald was a small-time Cl/i em- M 
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nossnr MORROW, former 
Mannlicher rifle he was ordered to buy before the, ,--_~ assassination. Three men fired 
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CIA blamed Kennedy 
for Bay Qf Pigs failure. 
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CIA man, holds 
atJFK he claims. 

ployee, working under orders. H c had no idea -what it was all
1 

Oswald's boss was another ClA employee. Jack Ruby 
But Ruby had a racket ofhis own on the side. drug-running from Cuba. lt made him vulnerable to blackmail. 

,. Ruby was the Dallas nightclubppcrator who walked up to l Oswald and, as the nation watched on -TV, shot him at close 
the act out oflove for the dead President. Morrow says this _' 
He was ordered to liquidate Oswald, to keep his mouth shut. and threatened with ajail sentence on a drug charge if he hesitated. ' ' ' 

What did the CIA cabal have against'.lFK? Morrow cx- f 

Kennedy for the Bay of Pigs invasion failure. And they charged him with playing politics in the Cuban missile crisis.
_ “lfour President and his brother sit on the missile infor- mation, he won't live through his first term,"_Morrow heard from an insider. 

_ , - - 
. — - 

They felt he wasn't ready enough to battle Castro, whom. they saw as a deadly menace to the U.S. Their first plan was to ruin Castro by counterfeiting 
their counterfeiting operation with U.S'. govemment funds and salaries. but naturally they had to keep it dark from the 
Their secrecy succeeded too well‘-I for the Secret Sew-

| 

Morow himself was handed a two-year sentence, sus- pended. in connection with the scheme. " 

their last hope -- short of violence -.of breaking Castro. 
_ 
“If we can‘! get Castro because ofthe President, we'll get the President first, so we can get at Castro,” one of them " warned Morrow. L um -‘- .;t-- -'i 
The kingpin of the group, his booksays, was Clay Shaw,
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or where his own actions fitted into the picture; A group inside the CIA itself, working closely with dis- ed Cuban exiles, plotted the assassination, says Mor- 

knew the scope of the plot and wanted no part of it 

Ruby t-oo is now dead,'but his claim was he performed 
truth about Ruby: 

the CIA group and its Cuban exile friends blamed 

CIA-Cuban exile plotters regarded JFK as a traitor. 

currency to smash the economy; They were running 

House. ' i

- 

ke in and arrested them as ordinary countcrfeiters. _' 

insiders felt the White House had interfered with 
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ROLANDOCUBELO, almost a Castro lookalike ' ‘ 

_; with the beardand cigar, wore _his_ arm in a slln_g . 

- 
t

. as_a result of yvounds he l'8C8lV6d tn" the Presl- '- 

dential Palace takeover in Havana on Castro s ' 

- 

‘ 
i 

I 

-‘behalf. '

1 

now dead. a New Orleans businessman who, was a power in
L the Cl/\. Morrow quotes him as declaring: “The assassina- 
I

I tiou ofa Presidentmay seem a monstrous act, but not if the, - alternative is an America under communist rule..." Long afterward, Shaw was indicted on a conspiracy charge,'and acquitted as innocent. 
'_

E But meanwhile, as Morrow tells-it. the plot went ahead. -

. Oswald was picked as the fall guy, to be fed to the police 
l

'

l Nov. 22 got away. ' 

. 1" This part of the story fits in with recent Senate lntelli- '

. gcnce Committee revelations of two Cuba-connected fugi- '

. tives followingthe assassination. One fled Texas for Mexico the same day. and a Cuba-bound airliner was held back till he scrambled aboard. 
- 

. 

l- . The other reached Mexico the following day, and was immediately flown out to Cuba on an airliner with no other passengers. - - . According to Morrow. these were the men with Mann-
_ licher rifles similar to the one Oswald owned, who fired at the President from hidden vantage points. The explanation “ that there was.more than one mamfiringtaccounts for the 1 puzzling profusion of wounds. - 

; _.
_ lf the truth was known or suspected in Washington; why has it been so long comihg into the open? '- _.;.,,

" 

Current talk in the nation's capital is that the first_one§_tq_, realize Castro's involvement had a terrible fear that if hei were openly accused, it would lead to a confrontation with - his backer, Russia —' possibly the nuclear holocaust the whole world dreaded. 
So they kept quiet —- even the man in the White House, Lyndon B..Johnson. ' 

,
- 

News commentator Howard K. Smith has now revealed a confidential conversation with Johnson. long ago. “I'll tell you something about Kcnuedy’s murder that will rock you," Johnson confided. “Kennedy was trying to get Castro, but Castro got to him first." 
Siuithadmits. “l was rocked all right. l begged for details, . but he refused. saying it will all come out some day." True enough. there have been rumors for years. in MID- NlGHT and elsewhere. despite the massive efforts to bury investigation under the Warren Report. '

V The CIA and the FBI were naturally reluctant to let the world find out they had been booby-trapped by at double agent. 
They didn't even want to think about the truth - that it was the Cl/\ plotting ugztinst Castro that led to the death of the American President. 
That was why the Cl/\ and the Fill kept secrets from the Warren Commission and even failed to follow up leads for fear ol'_wh:_tt they might learn. , 
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Revived JFK inquiries! 
search for truth or . . ., 

You can't help wondering 
about the motivation of 
those who are calling for 
the reopening of the investi- 
gation of the assassination 
of John F. Kennedy l3 years 
ago. I suspect, however, 
that it involves something 
more than a pure devotion - 

to historical truth. 
If there is one valid sup- 

position, it is that the truth 
will not be established at 
this late date. The so-called 
"leads" which the Senate 
"Select Committee claims to 
have uncovered and which 
it demands be followed up 
consist of little more than 
fragments of unverified 
information. The committee 
itself concedes that it has 
discovered no evidence 
“sufficient to justify a con- 
clusion that there was a 
conspiracy to assassinate 
President Kennedy." - ~ 

What the committee may 
have succeeded in doing - 
and indeed this appears to 
have been the main purpose — has been to cast doubt on 
the findings of the Warren 
Commission that Lee Har- 
vey Oswald was the lone 
assassin and to encourage 
suspicion that a conspiracy 
was, in fact, involved, The 
major charge is that the 
’investigatory agencies in- 
"volved —- the FBI and CIA - deliberately withheld 
information from the War- 
ren Commission which, 
pointed in this direction. ~ 

Specifically, the CIA is 
accused of withholding the 
information that it had been 
trying for some time and 

without success to assassi- 
nate Cuba’s Fidel Castro - 
a fact which the Senate 
committee established in its 
inquiry. The FBI, -for its 
part, is charged with bun- 
gling its investigation of the 
Kennedy assassination. In- 
stead of making a serious 
attempt to uncover all 
possible ramifications of 
the affair, it was chiefly 
concerned, in the commit- 
tee's view, with protecting 
its own image. 
There is, infect, a cer- 

tain fragile plausibility to 
the scenario that the sena- 
tors are suggesting. If 
Rolando Cubelo, a high 
Cuban official with whom 
the CIA was dealingin its 
assassination plot against 
Castro,.was a double agent, 
the Cuban prime minister 
would have been well aware 
of the CIA effort. It is a' 
matter of public record that 
on September 7, 1963, Castro 
warned an Associated 
Press" reporter" that if 
American leaders ”are aid-- 
ing terrorist plans to elimi- 
nate Cuban leaders, they 
themselves will not ' be 
safe." .

‘ 

There are other bits of 
"evidence! There was the 
Cuban-American who enter- 
ed Mexico from Texas on 
November 23, 1963, the day 
after the assassination, and 
went on to Cuba. There was 
the even more mysterious 
passenger to Cuba, arriving 
nine days later from points 
unknown, for whom an air- 
liner, was held five hours in 
Mexico City, andwho made 
the trip in the plane's cock- 

pit, presumably to avoid 
being identified by the other 
passengers. 
And so it goes. lt is all un- 

doubtedly stuff of which the 
most extravagant theories 
can be spun. It is also the 
stuff of which not a little po- 
litical mischief can be made 
in the context of burrent 
American politics.‘ I

" 

But who really stands to 
gain? Assuming that it 
could be established beyond 
reasonable doubt that Os- 
wald was acting as the 
agent of Fidel Castro, who 
would be better off for that 
discovery? '" ~- 

~

. 

The intelligence agen- 
cies, no doubt, would be the 
big losers.'And since this is 
open season on, the CIA and 
the FBI, particularly from 
liberal Democratic-led con- 
gressional committees, per- 
haps that is justification 
enough. 
At the same time, it has 

been pretty well established 
that, whatever the intelli- 
gence agencies were up to, 
their superiors in the Eisen- 
hower, Kennedy and John- 
son administrations knew 
all about it. It is also clear 
that top officials of the 
Johnson administration 
were exceedingly anxious 
to discourage. any sugges- 
tion of a conspiracy in the 
Kennedy assassination. 

Pursuit of the truth is a 
laudable objective. But in 
this case — where the truth 
is most unlikely to be dis- 
covered - it is legitimate to 
ask what purpose is served 
in keeping the issue alive.
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By David C. Martha 
‘ 

tron," thenicrno was among
;

~ 

' U? emoySt;j§,§f_o}eign 
.'»-\;.Assoclat§edl’ress_.. ,’ 

1’ Hf-some 1,500~pages of docu- " -'- 
i 

- 
" ' ' ' 

' ' ' 
3 

' 

'.':<._~§ "' )9’-!.'~?€‘ 3 ~15 12'! -33 
A fientral" ‘InfeH1sen¢e~="»me“‘s -°" the “$“¥5“?a“°“ 

-- tthe CLA turned over t°<
_ 2 ' 

av: {”’§"\'l'l}“‘ °*1v'~; 

Agency»merno says the War- 3"_?.th% 
. 

, , C ~ - shoumha,-e ..-..tne-Rockefeller COl'!lmlSSl0i‘l._ .-_

I 

ICU ' 

0lTlIlllSS.l0l'1 
given‘ more’ credence lto§'7tl1'a e -files‘ ~-have since"beer= '1' 

possibility that"IPresident WP"@<1Y'I°v°i_‘l'*°-the $'@"%¢¢- Kennedy's assassination was '_1"t@1118@F1¢fl'- ¢0mm1U<-39. the result of a foreign eon-Q '“"he1"3' '3 Panel head‘-‘d by 
1:? 

‘V 
'. 

- 
' 

. . . ~. - 
- 

- 
. 

' --. - 
>'-.~'-;-_>'/-?_=_.t-1»;-s-.»-';.=,¢'-?=".'. - -- mhghtv §en. Richard S. Schweiker. 

1. t of two promisizigleads that -were not pursued,¢'-~-'-- -
- 

<R~PaZil, is»-rixivestlgating the
' 

I;Cenn'edy slaying. 
f Q11 °
i 

"The Warren Commission ‘L17Th~:<16¢ufr1ér1¢$.l1=1vé been Y-4 Q réhort sho'1ild"h'ave left'"'a -~'¢1@¢1?-$515194».-by the Q55-.i." "T" . . ~ 
' ~ - 

< 
» - -is--" 

"'. -':<,-._'{,,_; -*.:<v-‘~ 'r-; 
wider ‘window’ for-this con-Q-. .1Te5P°"$e t°"$‘ needolm Q5 ‘ -"1 

-.| 
. "' ‘I 

tin§ency,’1’:acTcording' to " a 1; I;1f<>rin=1ti<>n"~‘A¢t. r.¢'i1i1.e'i%t». ~~ CIA memo written in l\'Iay,.-'_-.i11 
1971 bth ’ 

t 5 ‘ti y--‘served as. connsel.to;_botl1 _~
1 nofrcieiiere I-.9qt§l<,e§n1¢§sst@§§ irhe Iiociqereller and _Wme.r» “That, indeediliwas the 0l5iI1~'."'.?°mm15“‘°“5- -~ 

s.
5 

‘C B ion at 
' 

thegworlcing level,-~_.-;-.-_‘~ 

particularly-iha the counter-'T.‘j.j chest defenders of the.Wai* intelligence‘ ‘component in=~~ re 
the CIA, 1n~;1984,!’ the memo 
says. “ 

.v 
‘_ ":1" 

_ 
'_

" 

The ’ 27~page ' 

’(locument“:_i 
stresses that solid- evidence 
to overturn 

_ 

~the{ 'rWzn-ren 
Commission's finding that 
Lee lIar\.'ey Qswald acted 
alone in killing Kennedy Ion 
Nov. 2.2, 1963, "‘did (and 
does). not exist in Washing- 
ton. But such evldence_’could 
exist in Moscow and/or Ha- 
vana}, . '__'>4 _. .;.. 
The two most promising 

leads to suchevidence are 
testimony‘ about" 1959,_'éon- 
tacts between-'_ Oswald. ‘and 
-Cuban officials and a public 
threat by Cuban Premier~I<‘i- 
del Castro against the lives‘ 
of U.S. leaders, according to the-memo. 

_ _ Both leads must be consid- 
ered of significance in iny‘es- 
tigating a possible foreign 
conspiracy but ne_ith_er was 
followed up, the memo says. 

Entitled “Review of Se- 
lected Items ‘in the Lee Har- 
vey -Oswald File Regarding 
Allegations of *_ ’tl_1__e 

_ 
Castro Cuban Involvement in the John I-‘. Kennedy Assassina- 

I .
K 

‘Fin 

dencei__{fn ithe co_mmis'sion's- 
findings.

a 
The CIA. rele'ased.'a'se;§a~' 

r te~set of the foot-highrpile .. . 

of documents to th'e"'ASsoci-_-;1f_=O§l§"ald":told "him “'IAi81_lll_IlT- 
ated Press Fridayl -- ~ E tcr hehad.-thisrconversation ~- 
. The name of the memo’s' with the Cilball-.1'?e°P1e"-»'-‘xi-It author has been deleted, but 7 that he “'35 £’°3"£.' t°-—01'l¢87 Belin said in an interview'.it' h 
was written by Ra_\jmo'nd " ~e 
Rocca; a former member of '

- 

the :agency‘s couzxterintelli-_‘ 'T- b 
gence staff. "-~- ~: ~* "- ' 5 

In the memo, Rocca cites". “'a$_ di$5lf51‘§éfl ’fr0m"- the . the testimony before the 
‘ 

Marines in _Scptember of Warren "Commission of 3\'el- t"h=!§ 3'88!‘ and entered the
5 

son Del"ado' Oswald's clos-7 3 

ed by David W. Beln1,.who ; .- . - ' 

"70 

sun‘, one .9: tnéh stzxu:r_';1 V.--5 1 pavmw. BELII\I_~"""; " 

n Commission report, has _' ,-i-V-,'.,. ~ '~
I called fora"reopeningjoftl_1e “ ' "'1 '" “ F’ “' 

vestfgation,-saiyng 'disclo- ;“_~»g“ 
_ .. . __

y sure of‘ allfljthef evidence -.!imP1i°?1ti°"5 ~52 "Qt" =1PP6§\1‘.~ l 

wouldx-restore public confi- ~_’_'"to have _bee_ni;i_tm.'a¢w=1¢.&og 1'} 

~-:rr- r - ; 4, 

r <-‘-'».""‘*" ‘:'-4:." - ~: -~-’-.'-3->.~ i 

i‘~=-".'*'=1?."."./Q: {'13 "= w§'“"f *':3ll§"P?~"" '-‘H? ‘ 

-.~'<'"?l- ,2"
t

. .4’-““-*:5§'§"’.7'Q"‘ '2‘ 
2?-‘$1.2 

' 

__ 

{_;..~,<;,=;.:;@-,.-.,~' 
" 

<_v;:':':'*\*¢_, ‘-. 1@.\~.1;.--".ts.\,;- -~ 

" 
»-=.~:.;-Ff 2»-~ =~~- _'~. v.»-I-5 . 

" .1 . 
.- ; 

’-iv 
.-e'..<:=;.==<~;I.1 ~

, 
. <1} 2/Q.-_,4‘g, ,,‘;?,;;'.»; 4, ';- W» '\:£-'-.‘- .~-- .» _ ~..‘ 1.‘-1‘ l;-. 1",-;§;'¢»"~$ "r, » 

_ ~: yqévwli---x-;~<,.1?'fi>5§{‘?$£~:;»fg$§3,§-,5? .
_ 

- 7" 
"”" ' 

“"°"‘ ~'
g 

".1. seeks disclosure 1" 

_.3E>’8 .05 thQ;,report,-and its- 

eveloped bbfi-i';'1vtl;¥sti,g?a'tion.ff_-_;_ 1'! 
In the mer_rm,_LIloc'c"a-.cites 
elgado’s testimony that" 

Q §.'0ll'0l}'¥'_9f'_the service—~s"'- was gomgjto -Switzerland -- M“; Oswald applied; to Al- ert Sch_»_veitz_er;_ College T in'"- 
witzerland in"-March',-'1959, ' 

0vxet.Union the following tn‘ . 
Q I 

. . -

- estfricnd during training at .,- 'm°"th, R°C¢a I10f@B- - -. i’ ‘California‘s.El Toro ‘Marine;-s Corps base in 1959. The 
7Delgado's testimonyzrisl ~5's*=-’ 
erminal signlticance to ;m_\,..- Warren, report noted "that review of the background of i- Oswald told Delgado he was ; Lce Harvey _ Q'swalcl's 1"cel- I in touchf with Cuban diplo-.. ing _t0war_cl -;m'¢1‘re1a1i0n;__. matic officials. . - 

._ 
'. ' with Castro's Cuba,”~Rocca - But, according -to the". adds ' -‘ m@m0.'“De1gado's testimony/._ _ - .Al'. the {ir?1¢- he wrote.the 4- W5 a1°im<>r<-"-* 9f Possible‘ . memo. ‘:R<>cca,~ "W110 ma “ operational S!gl'1lflC€1llCC- served as CIA liaison with Y than 15 reflected by the lan-_ the Warren Commission was I
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working for the -agency as 
,a' consultant. "A cover letter 
states that“‘the attached re- view represents the research 
and analysisi_~o£ an individual 
officer, 5 Jgand docs -not 
necess_ar.ily reps-esent 'thc'_'po- 

.._sition.fof, this -_agency;’.' - 

~- ~.Castro’s ‘threat against thej 
lives.f'oI leaders - was made" S8p_l.;- 7, 1963,. -'cluring' 
.au..;. impromptu ' 

_in‘tervie\'v 
'.\\-:_1l.il__.?\P‘ correspondent Dan-; 
1e1 Baker. in Havana.."‘1‘herc 

i.',<'!i_n 'be’no;question' '_,=1'.' _. that 
iL;;tlt_is-‘.,£vent.¥§.'-represented -;a 
'm_ol'e-than-ordinary';;'attémpt 

" 

to‘. .;_ge_t%a' -message I-on=_-the 
' record .in the Uni.ted1Sta'tes,'f 
'_l--tocca__"~_I_1‘naiInt_e'iinls =~_- in_ ~' hi's 

Y memo.\-..- 
A 

;~:'.,‘::' -I, 
" 

5.; 
,.7“'=Rocca “ notes that-7.-the 
story appeared 1_n;.fthé' New 
'.‘_‘where ' Lee ' Harvey Oswald resided"-and quoted} Castro 
as saying that;-“U.S,'-' leaders would Be tin d_a'nger;, if they helped in any attempt to -do 
awayvwitli leaders of Cub_a:”- 
';jf,BOcca’s qnemo makes ',n'o 
mention‘ ,o'f -t:'_CIA" ~pl_ots alto 
grill Castro .in - the. early 
~;l§Jti0s, but‘;=_largejpo1;vtions;';o£_ 

in

I 

the declassified version 
have been dclcted.. . 

Oswald, who according to 
the testimony of his v:iz'_c, 
Marina, and others was an avid newspaper rc_acler, sau}, 
the story, "‘it must be con- 
sidered of great signiificaxice 
in the light of the patholog- 
ical evaluation-of Os\_vald‘s 
passive-aggressive". makeup .‘

1 

L . it-_r_espect_ive_ of.\yhctlie_:'j; 
there was any. formal _man-, 
date orlcven security s'cr§; . ~ 

, . , I -Y , - - - ;- vice-co,ntact with Oswald.b)_'.. . , 
‘ 

l
. the, Cubans of;.the iRU_S:.~'

l sians,"'"Rd'cca ~says.. L _', 

Dosszhatztyilhlot Pars:/zed A . 

.~ . - 

._ 

_: 
" 

- - 

i
’

v

I 

Q5

- 

\ ' '~ However. he adds. “Theré‘ ' - =- 

is' no [evidence in"‘t-he.~'.{ile:S E‘, ;- w . 

' ' i 
. 

A 

» 
‘ '-' .ome.Kcnnedy assisSih_afi6}fi ‘T1-1,. new YORK’ Il44Rcr'r'2z,.1,9,a that this Cast1'o,‘_-interxriewfl 

l 

' 

~ ' 
I 

_f. 
“ ' 

5- 
' 

. 
'.' ~ ' was considered 1n f0110\\_l_1‘l£_l_' A. Memg Says Vi/afren fllf up leads . . .»=~a1thou"h- ., ... .~ ~. ~ ..g - 

‘ 

... _ . .~° 
__ . ‘-3 .. . 

' F1 0 “-391 _ 
(CIA) 5P8ClflClfl1l) d1l'ECl€d' 
(its) -headqu'a.r<ter"s attention- 
to the-AP storyf very shortly-'~ 
after the“ Dallas killing.”»~"3 
-Bcliu has since called for a'1 

reoneninz of the Warcn Ccm=-L 
misionls -lim-'est.igati_on. saying 
i¢.i'.=voul,<.l.' restore public con;<-: 

v|fl(l8l‘lC8‘tll'l the ‘report's find-.; was . - .,* 
- ..-.i -.~.. l sci‘ - -

.

i

I 

F"- e { 1"‘ szlyawz 
WASHINGTON. March "2Ols‘2.y:=, are ttstimdny about 1959; (Al>)—-A’ Central Intelligence{conversations between 0's\':ald;' 

Leads on .. oafezgrai £0 

‘iAEe"¢Y memmandum "Y5 '-he5and Cuban officials, and afpub-'l |Warren Commission ‘should§ - - -

5 have given more credence»toih:',threat 1-W F'FM.C.éStr° fin; the possibility that President_s~P*ember _1963v' agalnst t e‘ 
il<ennecly’s assassination was a'1iYf1S<0f Umied 5i8l_9'5 lflaflf-‘IS-i 
iresul of -a foreign cons'piracy,l ‘Both leads must'l_:»e consi-; 
‘particularly in light“-of two dered_of _great Slgl’t1flCal'1C§‘ in; promising leads that were not investgzatmz a P°§$\b1e Y0-"@5111. 
pm-5u¢d,-,j -- 

. 
:--~ - consp1racy.but neither‘-w.asfoI-I" 

5' "The Warren Commission re", l0W8d\1P.U16 memosays 7'-' -"| port should have left.a.’wider| ‘The memorandum was among; ‘window’ forthis cont1'ngency,'? Some ~l,50Q _na2es"of documents» accordingto’t=he'»n1emo--wh-ichion the shooting that=the ('I.T.-'._A»;f was written -in‘ May 1975--atlturned nver_to_the_c0mmisslon§ the _request of the R0Cl<6fEllEl'jh€3d9d by Vlce Prfisldent R<=<1l<~. commission,-:4 '*Th.'at;: indecd,|ef_eller. which ~\i/as in\'esti2ating' was -the opinion at the_working;&lle£R1l0flS-évffiflgdvlnz in _tl‘-Bi 
level, 'p‘articul_arly in the _coun-iintelligerwe ¢0mmunllY- ~ ~~

§ tcrintelligencé COl'T'lp0Tt€I1_t.zll'li '~'I‘he' documents have been; theC.I.A.,in1964.",- r‘ ' 

J":" {declassified by.-the Central--In-Q The"‘27-page‘ document en;-|te1li_acnca'Ag;cncy in responsel phasizes {il2f.,ti1OU,‘Zh -soIid'to.' a l'~'reedom:.of lnfonmzion, evidence'to overturn the War-{request filed by~David W. Belin,f ren "Commission's conclusioniwho served as -counsel to both; that'~Lee' Harvey"Oswald, ia, act-1-the-.. _Rocl<efe_llcr~ _Commiss0in{ mg alone, killed ‘Mr. Kennedyland,..the_.Comm1ssion 
_ 
headed; “did (and"-does) not exist;-in}by"the_Hlate_Chief Justice Earl‘ 

Washington sucl1"" evidenceiwarren. _\vhich-_m\'esugated the; 
l "could exist ‘in Moscow and-or-;Kenned_v assass\nation.'_ 5 

-

; I-l 
"’ " 

| 
The CIA 'elea<ed’a <et~of avana." - 

_ - .~_ . =" The two most promising lea,ds»"documents to _The Assocxatedé. 
! . , - ». .. rto such evidence, the'me_mo-Press §-esterda'5.- 
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an _e actor, 
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z e_ y _A..', 
iiiied Qswald 'Liia¥t'"'i0 Havana 

'. 2iv'AsiiiN'Gi'oN,' "'Mai~¢i{ 21 (nity 
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Ziveek 
. ,1 idcnt 

64 that Lee Harvey Oswald w ose su commit e, e mayihave -been in contact with by Senator Richard S-. Sphweik; 
_ Cuban intelligence agents seven er, R ' " 

s before he, -killed -Pres- is investigating the Kennedyi Kennedy, newly released assassination - = - - 

tuments show. - 

' ' 

" Th
x 

: has‘ been in contact with offi- edge 
I .éi;‘ts 'of_the Cuban Directorate or his .ac_tivities and I do not eral of Intelligence," also\know that ‘0swaldi.w‘as .an'- 

Gen 
3 told the C.I.A' that the Cuhaniagen ‘ 

inte lligerice-agency fookextra-ment.” However. the same; 
'ff ' 

ts 

—A Cuban defector told turried"ove_r to the Senate, Se-- ~ 

- --the Central Intelligence Agency lec_t'Committee OX1‘ Intellig'e‘nce.1
g 44¢ - irQl9 ii b ' 

te h aded= 

e defector, described astban defector quote him as say-; vell-placed individual whoing, "I have no personal knowl- ' 

0 . 
- Q _ 

. v~ _ .
l 

_ 
. .,,__._._-_, -_ 

lastyeari Tiiey late,r' 

epublican of PennsyI_vania,1 ' 

e memos regarding the Cu-'\ 

of‘ Lee "Harvey Oswald 

t of the Cuban Govern-. - 

' ' 

ordinary security precautions memos offer di ermg accoun ._\ 
'imrn_ediately- after'the Kennedy of w '" 
slaying, according‘ to the doc; tor said .about"tl'ie.,possibilityL 'uments. 

. . . 

' 

. of a 
. ,,T 

. to- 
he information‘ was relayediafld the "Warren Commission, Th which “saw no need to pursueifefifiv 

this 
ii_-ig_ 

angle any further," a¢¢Qrd- 19d-1-, internal C.I.A. m6m0_ in -to the (3.1,/\_ memorandum, which he -is quoted as saying‘ . written.in June 1964. No men-‘that ' 

tion 
‘._ info " port of the commission headed~;itS to the Cuban and Soviet by the late Chief Justice Earl emb 

S\__f_z_ii-ren, which concluded that late there was no evidence of aiber foreign or domestic conspiracyion 
_'.~ behind the assassination ofisources as saying that he be» ._President Kennedy in Dallasilieved that Oswald» was in con- _oi)’No_v. 22. 1963. 4' itact with the Cuban agents. ~ _

; 

-- ."MQmOF&h(iUmS regarding the? \V1'1e"'tl1@ lnf°1'mi\'U°fi *3/351 - _Cuban <|ef¢¢¢Q;- were amongfforsvarded to the Warren Com-‘j " some 1.500 pages of C.I.A.l‘ml55l°" 9“ May 15. 1964. a- ifiem'o stating that the'Warren§merr'io said, “According to the}; Cpminission should have givenf$°UY¢¢'. 05“/Hid may have been;' ~ more credence to the possilwilityflfltefviewed by V683 [One of the’ __ of a foreign conspiracy in lightfcubfin agems] °" hi5 55'-“Stan! 9}‘ pi-Qmising leads that-we,-egbut this is strictly conjectured "not pursued. ' ' 

- ion his part." A June 19 memo; The documents were Origin-i1’€pOl'[ll’ig the coinmis-sion’s de-5 allyprovided to a commissi0n'cision not to pursue the.lead‘ - 

, headed by Vice President Rock-!-any further said that the defec-i' cifcller that investigated allega-itor had ‘fno informatioii linking tions .of. wrongdoing "in th',e;'[Oswald] to the Cuban illiifiiiiq . - 

, American’ intelligence _co_mmu-Igence services in any inariner."i 

of the defector or hislwith rmation appears in the re-'\fore,' 

Cuban intelligence ageri-ts. , 

assies -in Mexico City in September and ea'rly=Octo-" 
1963. A subsequent memo May 8, 1964, quotes the 

hat the unidentified defec-. 

contact between Oswaldi 
e first mention of the 
r appears in_ a., May 5, 

Owald “was in_contact"\ 
three .Cuban agents “be-1 
during and after". his vis- 
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A is so *‘~"‘i;- ,1, ls 3 )sz‘erwald a CIA Plant? <9‘ 

Assassination inqguiry Sitsmh ing i 

By Bill Choyke
_ 

Capitol Hill News Service
V 

The two-week-old House investi- 
gation into the assassinations.of for.- mer President John F. Kennedy and 
civil rights leader DrI Martin Luther King Jr. has already run into major 
difficulties. 
The problems in the fledgling in- 

quiry stem from the selection of a 
staff director and the role a well- known Warren Commission critic has played in the investigation so far. The controversy has focused on Washington attorney Bernard Fen- 
sterwald, who for more than a year has closely advised probe chairman Rep. Thomas Downing, D-Va., on the 
political assassinations. Fenster- 
wald, said one source. has been "fairly close to him (Downing) every step of the way." 
Committee members involved in the House investigation report that Downing had tentatively selected Fensterwald as the committee's staff 

director, only to back away from the choice after two congressmen and 
others keenly-interested in the assas- 
sinationsiraised a fuss. 
" Committee Vice Chairman Re . 

- 

_ p, Henry Gonzalez, the Texas Democrat who introduced the first House reso- 
lution calling for an assassination in- 
quiry, has privately voiced-his strong 
opposition to Fensterwald having anyrole on the committee,-even as an unofficial adviser. 
IN AN IN'I'ERVIEW,ifDowning 

merely acknowledged that Fenster-~ 
wald was one of a dozen persons.con- 
sidered to‘ head the: panel's staff. 
However, the Virginia lawmaker, who is retiring after 18 years in the 
House, said I-‘ensterwald has asked 
that his name be withdrawn from 
consideration. ' 

Opposition to Fensterwald is based 
partly on his affiliation with convict- 
ed King assassin James Earl Ray, whom Fensterwald defended. and the 
belief that.any' committee role-would 
be in conflict ‘with the. privileged 
lawyer-client relationship. More- 
over. Fensterwald has'.— as another Warren Commission critic termed it- -‘ some-serious "image problems" 
dealing with his assassination-relat- 
ed activities. - 

- -_
i Eensterwald heads a citizen's 

group called _the Committee to Inves- 
tigate Assassinations. The Tennessee 
native was also the attorney for Watergate burglar James McCord. . 

- Additionally, observers close to the 
Kennedy-King House probe are con- 
cerned with circumstantial evidence 
ionthe public recordithat raises ques- 
tions about connections between 
Fensterwald and the CIA. ' 

FENSTERWALD IS currently a law partner with Robert McCandless, whose former law firm even, Fen- sterwald concedes represented 
several CIA proprietary firms. How- 
ever, McCandle_ss has claimed he did 
not know of CIA involvement with the 
firms. g . ., »-,. ..

. 

' The questions surrounding Fen- 
sterwald are intensified by little-no- 
ticed Senate Watergate committee 
testimony in May 1973, when 
McCord's first attorney, Gerald» Alch, 
raised the possibility of previous ties 
between McCord, a former CIA 
agent, and F_ensterwald.- 

_ . 

cause “I knew Jerry Alch." The Boston attorney. meanwhile. still 
maintains that he had never heard of Fensterwald until the day McCord 
directed him to callfor bail. 
F»ensterwald’s committee on 

investigations is one of a number of independent groups which have sprung up around the country in re- 
cent years but is set apart from the 
others because of fears that it is a CIA front. 

In a ‘telephone interview, Fenster- wald first acknowledged that he had 
connections with the CIA and then 
scoffed at the suggestion. 

"I am on the payroll," he said. 
However, when pressed. he said he 
had “nothing to do with the ClA."_ 
"There is absolutely no reason to 

think I am a member of the CIA." he 
emphasized. adding that there was 
“absolutely no vestige of evidence of 
any-kind." ~ '- 

Downing, who called Fensterwald 
a "good source of information . . . 

extremely knowledgeable." said he 
was aware of-vague accusations of 
the link between Fensterwald and 
others having CIA connections. But 
the congressman. has discounted 
these claims. 

, ,4“ _ f _ _ 

i 

'whlle_ fensterwald -andfellow War-y 
ren Commission critic Mark Lane were both at one time consideredifor I 

the top staff position, current specu--1’ 
:' 

_ 

' --,.' .'1 
, 

i

v 

. 0 

Alch, a former associate of Boston ’
' 

. attorney F. Lee Bailey, told the Sen- 
. ate committee that the first time he ever "heard of F ensterwald was when 

52% 

lation about the job is centering around Philadelphia attorney Rich- ard A. Sprague. As a special prose- . 

cutor. Sprague helped convict former United Mine Workers President Tony Boyle for the 1969 murder of Joseph Yablonski and his family. 
' (Sprague is not to be confused with another Richard Sprague, a former colleague of Fensterwald on his 

assassination committee.) 
Besides advising Downing on the 

assassinations, Fensterwald has also served as an intermediary between
, the Virginia congressman and other 3 lawmakers.

I 

He met, for example, with Gonzalez on Sept. 4, 1975, in the House restau- rant in an attempt to reconcile dif- 
ferences between the two congress-

5 men. 
. 

1' Gonzalez, who had introduced his I 

original House resolution in Febru- 
ary l975, calling for an investigation 
of political assassinations, had want-__.' ed the probe to cover the deaths of President Kennedy, Robert F. I 

Kennedy. and King, as well as the shooting of Alabama Gov.. George" 
Wallace.- . J 

._ 
-

1 But some months later, Downing 
fl introduced his resolution, which, 

called for an investigation of the-~ 
presidential assassinationonly. ' 

~ '3 

The final resolution included both ~ 

the Kennedy and King assassina- 
tions-. ' 

' 

i 
.

' 

McCord, his client, told him to “call 5 

' 

_ 

very helpful in raising bail." 

, 

- a man by the name of Bernard Fen- ‘ 

sterwald, whom he said might be 
._ , Alch, who was subsequently fired . 

» and replaced by Fensterwald, said 
» the Washington attorney had -told 

- him that he could probably meet the » 

'__ $100,000 bail in a few days. Then . 

" 

_ his thanks to me because I never met 
- 

' the man.” 
. 

A Testifying under oath. Alch then . 

. 

A about two weeks later, when Alch . 

. 
. conveyed to Fensterwald his client's " 

thanks forithe effort on his behalf, ' 

' Fensterwald replied, according--to -' 
- Alch; 1'1 don't see how he can.-send‘ I 

>‘ told the Senate committee thathe - 

' . 

. - 
. never was certain whether McCord1" ., 

- 

" and Fensterwald knew each other 
. .call. '

- 

)l_J .

t 

In telephone interviews, the ver- -’ 

sions of the two attorneys today re-, 
. calling those Watergate conversa-. 1 ~ tions three years ago sharply clash. - - 

. FENSTERWALD SAYS that Alch 
g f 

‘ 

called him_ to ask for assistance be- _i
. 

prior to his making the initial phone 

.\'
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' By Bill Choyke 
Capi:ol!!~;|lN¢wsService 

The two-week-old House investi- 
gation into the assassinations of for,- mer President John F. Kennedy and 
civil rights leader DrI Martin Luther 
King Jr. has already run into major 
difficulties. 
The problems in the fledgling,in- 

quiry stem from the selection of a 
staff director and the role a well- known Warren Commission critic has 
played in the investigation so far. 
The controversy has focused on 

Washington attorney Bernard Fen- 
sterwald. who for more than a year 
has closely advised probe chairman 
Rep. Thomas Downing, D-Va., on the 
political. assassinations. Fenster- 
wald, said one source, has been 
“fairly close to him (Downing) every 
step of the way." 
Committee members involved in 

the House investigation report that Downing had tentatively selected 
Fensterwald as the committee's staff 
director, only to back away from the 
choice after two congressmen and 
others keenly interested in the assas- 
sinationsraised a fuss.

_ Committee Vice Chairman Rep. Henry Gonzalez, the Texas Democrat who introduced the first House reso- 
lution calling for an assassination in- 
quiry, has privately voiced-his strong 
opposition to Fensterwald having 
any. role. on the committee, even as an unofficial adviser. ' 

IN AN INTERVIEW, Downing 
merely acknowledged that Fenster- 
wald was one of a dozen persons con- 
sidered _- to head the panel's staff. 
However, the Virginia lawmaker, 
who is retiring after 18 years in the 
House, said I-‘ensterwald has asked 
that his name be withdrawn from 
consideration. 

Opposition to Fensterwald is based 
partly on his affiliation with convict- 
ed King assassin-James Earl Ray, whom Fensterwald defended, and the 
belief that.any committee role would 
be. in _conflict 'with the privileged 
lawyer-client relationship. More- 
over, F ensterwald has — as another 
Warren Commission critic termed it -' some" serious “image problems" 
dealing with. his assassination-relab 
ed activities. 
Fensterwald heads a citizen's 

group called _the Committee to Inves- 
tigate Assassinations. The Tennessee 
native» was also the attorney for 
Watergate burglar James McCord. 

Additionally, observers close to the 
Kennedy-King House probe are con- 
cerned with circumstantial evidence 
on the public record that raises ques- 

, tions about connections between 
Fensterwald and the CIA. 
FENSTERWALD IS currently a 

law partner with Robert McCandless, 
whose former law firm even Fen- 
sterwald concedes represented 
several CIA proprietary firms. How- 
ever, McCandle_ss has claimed he did 
not know of CIA involvement with the 
firms. T

' 

. The questions surrounding‘ Fen- 
sterwald are intensified by little-no- 
ticed Senate Watergate committee 
testimony in May 1973,’ when 
McCord's first attorney. Gerald-Alch, 
raised the possibility of previous ties 
between McCord, a former CIA 
agent, and Fensterwald. 

Alch, a former associate of Boston 
attorney F. Lee Bailey, told the Sen- 
ate committee that the first time he. 
ever heard of Fensterwald was when 
McCord. his client, told him to “call 
a man by the name of Bernard Fen- 
sterwald, whom he said might be 
very helpful in raising bail." 
Alch, who was subsequently fired 

and replaced by Fensterwald. said 
the Washington attorney had told 
him that he could probably meet the 

' 899.000.. bail. in a -f¢W-§.eY§~ J11?" l ~
' 
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cause "I knew Jerry Alch." The 
Boston attorney, meanwhile, still 
maintains that he had never heard of 
Fensterwald until the day McCord 
directed him to call for bail. 
Fensterwald's committee on 

investigations is one of a number of 
independent groups which have 
sprung up around the country in re- 
cent years but is set apart from the 
others because of fears that it is a 
CIA front. 

In a telephone interview, Fenster- 
wald first acknowledged that he had 
connections with the CIA and then 
scoffed at the suggestion. 

"I am on the payroll," he said. 
However. when pressed, he said he 
had “nothing to do with the CIA."_ 

"There is absolutely no reason to 
think I am a member of the CIA," he 
emphasized, adding that there was 
“absolutely no vestige of evidence of 
any kind." - 

Downing, who called Fensterwald 
a “good source of information . . . 

extremely knowledgeable," said he 
was aware of-vague accusations of 
the link between Fensterwald and 
others having CIA connections. But 
the congressman. has discounted 
these claims. 

.

' 

'whlle fenstarwald and fellow War- 
ren Commission critic Mark Lane 
were both at one time considered-for 
the top staffposition, current specu- 

V I 

. . 

1 .

_ 

lation about the job is centering 
around Philadelphia attorney Rich- 
ard A. Sprague. As a special prose- 
cutor, Sprague helped convict former 
United Mine Workers President Tony 
Boyle for the 1969 murder of Joseph 
Yablonski and his family. 

' (Sprague is not to be confused with 
another Richard Sprague, a_ former 
colleague of Fensterwald on his 
assassination committee.) 

Besides advising Downing on the 
assassinations, Fensterwald has also 
served as an intermediary between 
the Virginia congressman and other 
lawmakers. - 

He met, for example, with Gonzalez 
on Sept. 4, 1975, in the House restau- 
rant in an attempt to reconcile dif- 
ferences between the two congress- 
men. _ 

Gonzalez, who had introduced his 
original House resolution in Febru- 
ary 1975, calling for an investigation 
of political assassinations, had want- 
ed the probe to cover the deaths of 
President Kennedy, Robert F. 
Kennedy and King, as well as the 
shooting of Alabama Gov. George 
Wallace. 

But some months later, Downing 
introduced his resolution, which 
called for an investigation of the 
presidential assassination only. 
The final resolution included both 

the Kennedy and King assassina- 
tions. 
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\i-IAS1-I‘-l’.\'GTON,, Ndv.‘ T113 —-._A-_l984 saidit may. not have been 1'ntended_ as memorandum saying that Lgg Harvey Q5. a formal mernorandum to the commission 
Wald told Cuban officials he -was-'going :;§~'nm‘PLa$’."5°m° °u?°*'- kind °f "l-5°‘? 
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contac ’-'.' '1;-.:a-<4-':a'I-.i;:.-¢-':_.t ' Q ' _to kill President Kennedylmore than a In substance the memorandum states _ 
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tm" 3' ifpedal C.°“3'°$‘i°“l -in"’f.fi3a5-F3. -a month beadlre ll:/Ira.mKgnnedy’sX:,::ssiriaaI: 
' ‘ 

l §:i=3v€1°1§1a=;._ rely-q_>Al=..$i<{Y5'=_,=.{=.?5}.§_=..g1=l= he plann_ed_to-ldl._l_ the American 
' 

_ : zdwaa ~ 
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whas-imposed-a curta.in.ot extraordinary-.-.--..- ...-1’§Yl‘i5??°.§1'.935!‘£'.3.‘,‘l‘!'i3 
j_' secrecy over the search 0! Department. . V-The informant, according to the rnemo- t 

:_',o_l_Justice and Federal Bureau oi Inves-" ~ ,randum., said that he had learned of Mn] 
C 

l.:='§;€i§§’3i;§’¢?§?1iZ£,'¥"°“°?l"' f?’ '"- 

€5§’§i1‘i>i;£§§?. 1§‘1‘i,‘§‘;§é‘§§’ti~§i‘.‘i'€‘i;m§§‘¢i T - 5'¢I?'1'he‘ file search was begun at the requesfj be tl1e~strongesL.evidence-yet found thatg 
fol. the House Select Committee on Assas-‘Mr. Oswald had had Cuban bacmng in 
Fsinations formed earlier this Xearto _re-in.- his assassination attempt; ‘tn __§-5»-_ T‘Y . 

ivesfizate the deaths of Presi wt Kennedy -= ‘A senior F.B.I._ ‘official? said ‘privately ‘and of the‘ Rev. Dr, Martin-Luther King,. that there was “no' implication whatsoev- 
'Jr.,' the civil rights leader. _ ~.'.‘;-_,.1--. er” from the newly discovered memoran- 
;7,‘. I-‘irstMeeting'1'oBeHeld.M0nda)i{§ fé. dum §l1=§,1'lI-b1"§°°v={t1<;:W 1l>%:'¢%= ‘ 

7 ."'n‘° ¢°‘m='-wee Wm 11°“ its fi”t'f°‘mfl' :1z$:§<§i':?1d1cirXi1'-'r:igi{: 4:: 'intgf;:€i0n obe- 'meeting- on Monday; 1ts"chie!,counsel,‘.ta;ned b _the' 1;-_3_I_~ duh] the ;nves5ga__ ‘Richard A. Sprague, is expected to rec0m- um in lg“ 4,,‘-_ .-, .9; _‘.-‘-_-_,___._.,.-. _=- 
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. ‘m"'d~'*ha*- 1 Sta" '°' 17° '3=“’Y°*= ""1 "Davidv/'sé1i§1‘é.'in¢Eb=?'crihewai-Q ' tamed h°==1'=id=-d=l=¢'iY=='°°=4"¢#'th°"&=a Commission staff and later director t*.“° iI"'°=*i8"l°"-*-- *7-l-*%¢.‘='"-'==t-"=*.'¢1l.=-- or the-staf!'t.ha.t-investivated the Central 7 7-aha c°mmm“ was f°med‘afi” 3 sub" Intellivence Agen for file Ford Adminis- - committee 01’ the Senate Select Commit-- U150; sajdflutiflo his knowledge» the ' 
‘ ' ‘R’ °“‘Int'mg°n°."np°n°’d F”fi°"'tm5' Warren» Commission hadxnevert received

_ 
7:.“ that ‘F had 'd‘5°°"”°d °“d=”c° that 'a document from the RBI .with'so explic- ;‘r_3lS¢d~$eflOl1S uestionslaboutxvhether. it a piece of inf°,mat;on’_.based.up°n.§ the commissionfizeaded by-the late Chief -_.t‘en'a_b1ekiformant_..__. _--_ ,,_§.. =_,_._; .__V___-.;.,_ 

l Justice Earl Warren, that investigated Mr.‘,“__.§,-,, - -" - - 
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-‘=-'-‘-—?=*=.-='~'.'*.-‘* -'1:-’_;r:_~;_1 
. Kermedy’s death received. lull and com-Tl'&1.~’_1"1l-'" 5°1=*=°'1=!°!**?=.¥%59YFPem=*3*~t;-és'===_ 
~ plate information ~fronr'the:l-‘ederaliBu§§’?*J'bhn-'ALlvIcCoae;-wh5{iias director‘ of 
_ reau of Investigation or the Central Intel; the.C.I.A..'duri.ng'-the\Kennedy' Adminis‘ 

- ligence Agency. »_';*Hi1-'-*.'\\-‘:*'. -'-‘”-.‘- trati0'n,'l1a.s been qudted izrnewsaccounts '.j_Ther newly‘ discover-ed.‘ memorandmn=.aLs.'saying tbat.he neve;-'_l<nevr'_o!"such
. was prepared-in_1964,___well'aFtep Mr. Ken-"inf0nnat10n'.; ’-1'7.‘ ~' 
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-_ 'nedy~ was killed. lt was prepared ior’JZ,=.<‘-.-fI'he CJ.A.-had developed a source with- " '7 
. Edgar Hoover, then the director ofithe-in the to levels-ol';the' Cuban Govern- '

. F.B.I.-One usually reliable source said it-_ ment'ln.?96l whozzr. it had dubbed AM- 
" was prepared to be‘ ‘_‘sent” to the Warren LASH and who had been in frequent closet Commissiom -Anotherj source, _howev_er,_'- contact with_Premier _i ; .,"=__;7~'-'-;.‘:_-:;'_.‘_ ll“ _ _\
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' \Vr!h!n:ton Post staff Writer: 
4' 

-' The ;,Justice Department 
._ 

N has discovered a 1964 memo-‘ 
,- zjanclum by: the 1ate_ FBI Di-if-~ 
* rector Edgar 'Hooyer say- 
ing that Lee Harvey Oswaldf. 

I reportedly-.to1d' Cuban offid{.'. 
.' iais in.advance.o£ President 
4 .'{ennedy’s assassination that" 
"he intended ‘to4_.kii.l the Presi-" 
-dent, 1-:1 2*‘ 

Q "Informed. '.~.<>u'r¢'és' said
L 

_;'terda'y that Hoover, in the.*_ 
_ 
memo. attributed this infor-3 

imation ' 

to- a highly reliable‘ 
— =informa'nt- who claimed 

4 to
' 

"hav‘e beenjtold it personally . 

by. Cuban Prime Minister 
CaSt‘i'Q.‘-;~- ~ 

""._I'_' "_' '.
' 

jy‘ Castro,--according to the - 

C 

.me1fno,. reportedly ‘saidfhe - 

_.7had been advised by officials 
of jthe Cuban embassy in 

‘ Mexico“ City, that ‘they had 
' met with‘ Oswald before the ,- 

INoy. 22, 1963, assassination 
' of jKennedy in Da1ias'and' 

" that Oswald informed them 
jot hissintentionsll. 1 

4 

' 
‘__=4 5:,‘ _. :,‘ 

_' -:1 -2- .4 3:; 
. 

-»- - '-,- .. - 

I .-aw 

ifiiiii 

‘v 1. ..<. - 'I~-ww
. 

.-.--.>-= 
|vy~. 1,: 

-' b,;"5‘ ~.'7 
l»'nf"GI_ 

H - 

'- i - ' '- - ‘.' ."l.1
t 

;:-,':i.‘_-fl’f_,- 
I . 

- 

I 

,_ ;'.._::~'!.-1' 
_ 

'~_.:'. ‘ 

v 

---I ,__. .‘ 
_‘ 2 

».~.-:- 
_ 

~,~-1 
, 

'" Cuban. embassy _in Mexico 
M -;-_.( I 

V 
City prior to the murder of 

;@ . “There l'1as‘been persistent 
_f surmise about a possible in- 

. . 
.~ ~, _- ~Kennedy possibly as a 'coun-. ,;" -r Q; ~ - '4 

('*?~ §“i§,€§'°‘§§~ "”§"L"i€;§LAt%"s 
- 

. 

' $5 5 »
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Cuban leader; :- '. - 

~. 

Fqfsx '- There has also been’s1iec- 
4 

' ".r,,,,-.,.-"‘_'_‘ 
; _.,_» 

-‘ E - ' ,' t'»u_ia_tion_ that_ the assassma
t 

. 

-+_ 
_ 

.- tion may have been the work 
fof Cubani-exiie terrorists. o 

- However, all of these reports 
have been fourth-or fifth- 1 ' .-2!, 4:>-::.- $105 ,\-‘;1_'>q¢>:‘.jb-::I,\_' '\:- 

,5 , ._ I 

.hand accounts originating- 
~' 

j with informants oi doubtfuii ts ;>§§;,>--,%;3‘>$:g§<;¢@\;ws1:»-'-3;‘ ~ »- 

, , , , 
_ - a - . H 

. . __.<¢»-~:~_»‘ _.-.._.\ t-svbfk‘ 
I K ->.x_ehabll1ty._ - v, 

I. _‘ . .-, Y 

we 

V‘ 

1;_j_"-.'=»§';'.-_f'_ 
_ 

j~ Vff"'.,Warren~PCommission,' ap; 
.'f.The assertions reported in i§°;f*¢d bi ‘°{m°"t§,'e5*d§;¥ 
the-_1Ioover memo so further 1' O “Sm 0 mags °a e.~ e 
than any information cm, assassination. ut ‘f0il'n8I‘ 
“nay on. thyrecordl com commission staffers said yes- 
eernin‘g' alleged statements 't°rdf1y' tth“P< 1heY'gh'?‘d »".n°

- 

_made by Oswald in. a_ prey-_ .?e°° 9° 19'1" °f ,8"-9"‘ ,h§v'?‘»‘g_.. 
iousiy;'d.ise1osed_Yis_it tozthle :_‘--See OSWALD, Q9; Col. 1 ' 
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- .t~oswAw. From A1. 1 "Z“‘ "Z§3g“iZ*l§‘ 313% ?t“§,ZZ°‘§t§?Zn33 -I :~‘. - e uca "
, Y 

. received such‘ 8 memo or havlns been Cubela, a iigh Cuban official aim Cas- l 

'*_, told by_Hoover~or other FBI officials _ 
- fro intimate whom the CIA recruited .' 

'1 
'1 '- 1'J1_tl18 il1f0l'mflli0X1 1111?-' " ';_*-in'19_61 and who later figured/in CIA - 

--;.O£ficiais'o£ the Jus'tice'Department ‘-fp13n3(Qk111.Cg_5'u-Q_ ;. __ 

, 1 
.'.%,_,'a'rid the FBI refused any comment on ._- ‘In the ‘Senate intelligence: cornmit-l__ 

- ~~-..the memo’: existence or its c0n¢¢11iS._ [tee investigation'1ast year ,-it was. dis--" 
."_ .- "and other sourcesfamiliar with the closed that the CIA employed ahiarhly 

'9' 85$3551"at.i°n' !m'¢5U§§t1°I¥ $8111 they 
_ 

' placed Castro government . official 
' 

I had no kn'ow1j¢$1se,;0f.=Wh6th@r it a¢t- " with the ‘cryptonym..AMLASH _in'e£-'~ 
. .T~~_ua11y wassenttotheW8rrenC<>mm1§="""£orts to assassinate the Cuban leaden. -- 

;1_<_m_ ,_ Z, ;., , 
' t_--Cubela and-AMLASH were~publicly 

. .- 
. 

".Those~ sources who toid'The W8$h- ' reported-tohave been the" same man.‘ 
. _.I .l11'8t0l1 P°$\".8b'°l1¢ the document §%i¢' _i;i'l‘he sourcesalso were unable to say 
H _4 'its_existence _8i5Pi1'°11t1Y had been» I-111* .j.;how I-loov_er.’can_1e.f into possession of » 

. I._' known until '1'8¢_el1ii1Y-V It W35_ d15¢°V: 1 

' information from an informant inside 1
_ 

cred, the sources said,__as the result o£_..' Cuba, since foreign intelligence is a - 

; 
‘linforrnation that came to the atten-._ CIA rather than an FBI function. .

. 

‘_ 
._ tion of 'the’Justice"D8P8-P11119119 8!"! 

,_ Sorne said they thought. the informa-g _

_ 

_L 
_. 4--411;: promp_te¢;_Attorney.iGeneral tion_ had first been given.to the C1A,._.:_ - 

_;- ~_1-V vfiard H; l..evi_to order a search oi -_i»v1;iiI<g:vle1:,<:_t\‘111_;>r;1<:i 
gt! 8821;‘ 

to gggveaas _. 

'l,:ii. §.st'te1-I- tnimémb‘ was “found, the j.f__1oxA directonatthe time, said in a‘te1_-1, . 

‘=1’ sources added, Levi put a--tight,‘c1arnp' .‘ :_8phO!i8 interview yesterday-that the 
__ 

~_" jj or secrecy on the matter, and only a_ 1-" informatioihrenortcdlv in t{§e__H<>°ver, 
small persons "in the Jus-':_ "_ n1e‘mo_was unknown to m¢- -.~~ ,;<-

" 

7_’. tice.Department and._FBI know about-"rt" Its the first I've ever heard Of lg. ___ __
_ 

_; 
‘- '- the document’: existence, -=-;- ¢~-M¢C°I1¢ $415---~' 5 1131'd~i_°l' me t°~_ .9‘---;| 

_,.As 3 R5311, th¢'§ources“s'aid, they -4 ,lieve that such-a men;(0randi1in‘ex- -. 

~ 
V are-unable to answer such ql;le3i1°"5 -_m°d Wlihwt it be“? “if-W" fie m?-_, tas why mg! me$O app8rént,iy,_11g8ii:)8€'._f _.:n!1§s;gnt’he sta££_o£te_ a_r_1_'f_{1._ QfY*f_’t 

1,‘. reached. 'e~.-31-‘1‘8!1 -“Om!!! 5 rtrtj-I ' ' -. -tr 

2 '_ whether the information wns_a_c_cu§'ate;-,-~i--.TT1@- $am‘?~g°1Y1t W3é.I1;?d§n1;¥£a$.‘g._V 
_.-..and, it so, whether Castro;Was_;_in:;-Ag-,3euné_ W.Q1$“i‘;"fs leialgcdunsewl; 
5 farmed §f°“§<°‘"‘§§'§§§§§1§%§9§-§e' 'n§r§§§1 "i?1mamt$ephone interview"-"l't”1; oreora er enne _ 

_ 

"- -- . - -, - A .'-. - 

!- 
=~;=;t1;,;:gr;%;-1-t'£s:§-sirsitieii iaziztazisatis st ¢ =7-_Cl.Auner e__re om 

_ 
'4, ‘, -' ""'='a 

- - tion Act establish -that O_swald'vis1ted~,_l énwet it-ea“-_; 

I 
M°"‘°° °"Y1e"““‘“‘ “"° “‘°°fl“ b-°' " ivinade ublic recently 

' 

indicate: that . 

~ 

' ‘°’°'"‘° ““““‘~’u°“ ‘"4 m°m~‘9’°" 9- I-Iooverpand'tol> rm of£iclals.l-anew---V‘ '-.. ' ‘.n.< - ' 

+2 
' 

with ofiicititls oféliicfiuban e-§?§as§§£e§=--3-wane the-~-bureau was ‘investigating. v . 

-;Z_. . Y -Qne 0' ese ocume _ 1 V : 
_ __ _ 

-~ 

t =» to a 

V 

7 l';‘i'I‘;:‘§'be-%- 1953'd°§,f’~°1d»°‘{.“{§,°,‘Z,“§§c§§‘§§,§' '~-?"having- Castro killed. However; Hoover ‘ 

18!“ =“Y'- 1?. iw° ~ 

_ » 
. iformed =-the Wa1‘ren1Com--~ 

.*t-,-;&j;:'~ and was in contact‘ with three‘ ailezed-1 "€"°1' F! 1 
_ 

. 
» 

- 

_ 

- -1- 
‘ Cuban "intelligencejsgents-‘identified~'T'5"‘fi_°n °_£_. fife t1?;g'_;a_gaf;§st 

."§.f3;:.~‘- as. Luisa Calderon. -i\lanuel'- ~Vegas-_-V--fleas _°- '~‘-.'¢.‘-;.=" _;",-f 
'- 2 Perez and Rogelio .‘~‘o't‘.ri!!ucz L.0!>@'Z- *_ 4' 

' " " 
. 

- 

" ' 

'--;1;’_r He also isknowri to have talketf. g '_ ~Q . 

_ with an embassy official namecl Siliva
_ 

Duran. She reportedly has sud that . . 

1.21.? she dealt with Oswald only about his " 

._ ._ »-1'12:.unsuccess£u1,atte.mptsto obtain a-visa-‘ . 

3 ,tovisit_ Cuba; , 

‘ ' 

._ 
' The sources were unable to identify , 

_. _ 
' ' ' "‘*Za_f »: the informant described in the Hoover » 

' 

,;;;;;,;§--Imemo as having obtained the intorma-_‘ ~ ~ 

3 
~_ ton iron; Castro. Some of the sources " " 
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Again, those unexpiained 
assassination details 

Just before it closed up shop for the year, the House 
of Representatives created a select committee to inves- 
tigate the assassinations of John F. Kennedy and Mar- 
tin Luther King. On balance - on very close balance — 
the venture may prove a 
useful undertaking. 
Especially in the case of 

Kennedy, and to a lesser ex- 
tent in the case of King, unanswered questions 
abound. These are questions 
of pervasive public interest. 
Nearly 13 years have passed 
since Kennedy was slain in 
Dallas; more than eight 
years have passed since King was slain in Memphis. The uestions ma be unan q Y ' 
swerable. But if the House 
investigators cannot tie up 
all the loose ends, they may be able to settle some of the 
doubts. It is worth a try. The House committee will 
be headed by Congressman Thomas N. Downing of Vir- 
ginia. I happen to have known Tom Downing for 30 
years. He is a man of excep- 
tional integrity and com- 
mon-sense. He is not alto- 
gether unbiased in the matter of Kennedy's assas- 
sination. “1 am convinced," 
he says, “that there was a 
conspiracy involved." But Downing is perhaps as 
unbiased as any person who 
has become fascinated by the Kennedy mystery. Downing is a lawyer,-a for- mer judge, a low-profile 
veteran of I8 years in the 
House. He is retiring at the 
end of this term, and has no 
political interest to pro- 
mote. 
Downing's 12-member 

committee will have a-_bud- 
get of $150,000 to finance its 

_ 

i

\ 

James J. Kiipatrick 
“ 

,1 5-./>‘v—ti<1/1

i

/ 

work until the 95th Congress 
convenes in January. Rich- 
ard A. Sprague, of Philadel- 
phia, an experienced 
federal prosecutor, has signed on as chief investi- 
gator. No one expects the 
inquiry to be completed in 
the next three months. By voting 280-65 to authorize 
the investigation, the House 
implicitly promised to renew its approval next 
year. So the committee will have time and money to make a responsible quest. 
What are they searching 

for‘? Sa s Downin , with" - Y 8 disarming simplicity, “the 
truth." He is satisfied that 
the original commission on Kennedy's assassination, 
headed by the late Chief 
Justice Earl Warren, never 
found the truth". For reasons 
that remain unclear to this 
day, the commission's staff 
never clearled up doubts that 
arose at the time; the War- 
ren investigators obviously were unable to examine evi- 
dence that has developed in 
the ensuing years. ' 

Some of the questions go 
directly to events that November day in Dallas. For one example, what kind 
of rifle was found on the 
sixth floor of the Textbook 
Depository Building? The 
rifle officially identified as 
the murder weapon, now in 
the National Archives, is a Mannlicher Carcano, a" 6.5 
Italian carbine. You can in- 
spect it yourself. Yet the gun first identified in the 
Dallas press was a 7.65 bolt 
action Mauser. The three 
officers who found the gun have confirmed that identi- 
fication in statements under 
oath. It seems, incredible 

. a,-~: 

.<. 

:> - 
.. .% 

, _ W->5,”--A 
_ .4.-.. . _ ~:_v v. 

that police officers, familiar 
with weapons, could have} seen the words “Made in; 
Italy Cal. 6.5,” and read them as “7.65 Mauser." 

Questions, involving the 
rifle, the “miracle bullet,” and the autopsy findings are 
the relatively easy ques- 
tions. Downing‘s committee 
wants to explore the tan- 
gled, shadowy trail' of 
events over a span of three years preceding the

; November day. Who was Lee Harvey Oswald? Who was he really? How many
w “0swalds" were floating 

around? Out of the mists of conspiracy and intrigue 
arising from the dark 
waters of the Bay of Pigs, grotesque possibilities 
emerge. -

, The truth may never be 
found. Downing recpgnizes 
that discouraging prospect; 
he recognizes,_ too, that it may be impossible ever to 
satisfy the conspiracy cult 
that has swarmed around 
the Kennedy assassination. 
In the whole of the Washing- 
ton fruitcake, there are no 
nuttier nuts than the.Kenne- = 

dy nuts. = 

Wh t t oubles me is then a r
, 

precedent this select com-J 
mittee may set. Legislative 
committees have no author-i 
ity to function as grand} 
juries. Their only authoritylfl 
is to investigate in areas of ~ 

specific legislative intereshg 
The sole put'pOS8_ of this 
investigation is to satisfy at

' 

gnawing national cu'riosity.j 
I have not supposed this to!’ 
be a function of the legisla- 
tive branch, but it may bel 
captious to complain. 0n-\ ward, Downing! And leave, no stone unturned. 1

l 

._ . -_ ' 

-_.~.. .. . .;;_ gr T-'51 ,l__,~..-a -~;-_ , ;.;:..;,.Qgika»-3£a;:-:£=:=~.-..§=;€.§=.t; rs: _ '--' "~ 
- Y _ ..-H, . _...§...-—- -~;..-,,.;—<_~.__ -..__a. +--=;;.1_>. _:~~‘...»x-- ~ .



;t.h_at accompanied it, .iccording 
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‘in the hands of the Senate Se- 

-the Soviet int-1-lligeiice service, 
never tried to recruit Lee Ha:-. 

-Cc-:i':r.1is.=E.:in's co:*.cl=.:=io.1 that
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1;.‘ '_ By JOHN M. CR!-IWDSON 7 
' Srednl to The 2~'-w York hm-1 . 

. .W,\Slll=\'GTON, Oct. e-Key 
United States intelligence offi- 
cials have long, had doubts 
about the reliability of a pur-' 

ported Soviet defector whose 
statements apparently influ- 
enced the Warren Commission's 
conclusion that there had been 
no foreign involvement in Pres- 
ident Kennedy's assassination, 
according to intelligence soures. 
._,;Eut neither the name of tho‘ 
llcfcctor, Lieut. Col. Yuri Ivan-, 
ovich No:-:nko, nor the su.-ipi-l 
cions of some officials about 
the legitimacy of his irotives 
app-tar in the conii'.iissii;n's fi- 

nal report or in any of the vol- 
umes of testimony and ex‘r=il>it.s 

Y.’ 
IOD S 

..._, 
itidf-tit i. 

" 
-- 

"' V.-\n internal -working memor- 
andum of the commission, now 
lect Committee on Intelligence, 
recounts in detail Mr. Nrisen-‘ 
l<o's assuraiices that the K.G.B.,‘ 

vc-y Oswald, Mr. liar-:i_-:.'y's as- 
sassin, during Oswald's res- 
:'-ience in ti-.e Soviet Union. 

‘J;-zbts a'."-oiit the 'W.2rrc-:1 

Oswald c -tcd alone I'.:i'.'».= existed 
in SC=i'Z‘i¢ iziinds alinost from the 
.rnornent that the panel rclvased 
its final report in September, 
1964. But as internal commis- 
sion d_O_siinie_nTt"1s._iZ~‘s_iF=s_i\;i>;l<- 
irig nieniorand_uin_ nave __l,:_c_c,o,meT- 
d_e*cl‘a;s1§_ii'i_ed in reecnt months,‘ 
‘new questions have been raised 
in the Senate andclsewherei 
about the thoroughness-o fitsl 
investigation. 

_ _
| ~-"One of these questions, typi- 

fied by the Nosenlco matter, is 
the dual concern of whether 
the comrnission was fully in- 
formed by other Federal agen- 
cies of all of the relevant de- 
tails surrounding the Kennedy 
assassination, and of how it 

weighed the information it did 
-receive in reaching its con- 
clusion. " ' ' '= ' 

; ."'The statements of Nosenl-ro,’l 
according to~ the menioran-, 
'dum‘s authors, W. David Slaw- 
5°n and William TI‘. Coleman, 
Qri,‘ “if true. would certainly 
gas long way toward showing 
that the Soviet Union _had no 
part in the assassination" of.‘ 

President Kennedy. 
_ 

-
“ 

‘Nothing in that memoran- 
dum, however, or in the nine-‘ 
page ir.terviz~w of Mr. Nosenkoi 
by the Federal Eureauf.-f lnves-i 
tigation on v.-hich it is based.- 
reflects the considerable doubts, 
‘that, the sources said, existed‘ 

-tor,'theA coinmissloii stafi‘ had 
been informally cautioned "that 
this man might have been sent 
over to allay our suspicions". 
about possible Soviet involve- 
ment in the Kennedy assassina.», 
“On. ' 

4 
_ 

-, " i 

One source declined ‘to say 
from where such a- caiiticnarv 
advice had come. but the other- 
said that he believed it had 
been offered by Richard Helms. 
the then Deputy_ Director of_ 
Central Intelligence who is now 
the'An:erican Ainbassziclor to 
Iran. 

_ 

"

. 

John A. i\1cCo~.c was the 
Direct-Jr of Cc-iirrel intelligence 
at the time of the Kennedy 
assassination, on Nov. 22, 1963. 
and he_..\'.';is__if:5l_:ed “last May 
in an inter-v_ie_i_v with C3S_ i\fcii's 
\vfiy"'iieith-er be nor Mr. Helms 
had cited Mr. Nosenl-:o‘s asser- 
tions in their formal testimony 
before the Warren Commission. 
'Mr. ,_i\'lcCone replied that_ it 

was a tradition among intel- 
ligence agencies not to accept 
a‘ defector's statements “until- 
we have proven beyond any 
doubt that the is legiti- 
mate and the iziforinatiori is 
correct " 
He add~d that "the bonar 

titles of the ::i.in," i-iiiEii "v.'<:rei 
n~:~t_!<n0'-'.‘n at the time of the] 
t-:;t:rno.'iy." s~.i’:.=eqg.:e.~.ilyi 
L-:en_est:blislie-1 by the Central,’ 
Inrellzg-er-cc .-\§<)nCy. 
One gfcrmer high-ntnl-ting 

-A-TZ'.='.li'.l‘L'<L'L..liltéiilgeflce __,pt'l'iCif.'t| 

took exception recently to that 
assertion. saying tnat the offi- 
cial doubts about Mr. Nosen- 
ko's motives, far from having 
been raolved, had increased 
as time went on.- “No doubtabout it." a secg_n_d 

in a recent 
interview. “Nosenlro was a 
phony.‘ Nosenko was a'notori- 
ous deception -— he really 
screwed up evervL‘iing." 

This official said that his 
;conclusions, which had been 
_sharc_d'by the C.l.A.'s counter- 
imteiligence section, were based 
,on a number of factors, includ- 
ring Mr. Nosenko's identifica - 

‘correspondent as a Soviet intel- 
,ligence agent, an allegation 
ithat was later _proved_ to be 
false. ' 

i 
_A third source, one familiar 

iwith the‘ I-‘_.B.I.'s investigation’ 
land debriefing of Mr. Nosenko 
,after his arrival in the United 
‘States, recalled that “we did have some doubts about him. 
and they're probably recorded 
in the bureau--but we didn't 
let itout anywhere." '

. 

I At the least. he. said, the 
l-".B.l. should have told the War- 
ren Commission that "this in- 
formation comes from a man 
of unknown reliability." in the, American intelligence '

. 

'°°mmwmy at the’ time abqutl 'F.l§‘l3.mili(r5<!:».ulilhecoS1-iiigntugh fig the legitimacy of the.So\:iet. 
officer's motives for having 
come to the United States.

j 3'Two sources familiar vvitlu 
the Warren Com:nission's lfl-i 
vestigation said that while the 
p3rlQl had received no formali 
assertions of doubt about the! 
coloocl's legitimacy as a defec-' 

sources’ assertions. 
Other persons familiar with, 

the record of the Warren Com-' 
mission's investigation of the‘ 
Kennedy assassination pointed 
out what they said were some 
oddities and anomalies that 
cast further doubt on the validi- 
ty of Mr. Nose.-i;ro's tcstirnony._ 

i 

Mr. No.=enl<o‘s approach lo; 
Fspreseiztatives of the Amcri-t 
‘can Governrneiitwith a request‘ 
‘for asylum, they said, came’ 
in Geneva on Feb. 4, 1964, 
barely l0 weeks after Mr. Ken- 
nedy was shot to death while 
'l'lCilflg in a motorcade in Dallas. 
g 

Although the colonel was 
;identified at the time as a 
Soviet “disarmament expert" 
at a multinational conference 
there, he told the F.B.l. that 
in October, 1959, when Oswald 
arrived in Moscow with the 
intention of becoming a Soviet 
citizen, he had been in cl:-.-age 
of the K.G.B._departi-ncnt that 
oversaw American tourists. 

| 
In that position, he said, he 

~'had been made privy to the de-i 
"tails of the i\’.G.B.'s decision’ 
‘shortly after his €.l’X‘\'lal that 
Oswald was t_00 emotionally 
and politically unreliable to 
warrant cultivation by the So- 
viet intelligence service. 
Mr. Nosenl-to said he had un- 

de:sto0d that some other agen-I 
cies of the Soviet Government,: 
including the Red Cross, had 
then tal-ten the disgruntled 
American in hand. Intelligence 
isouices pointed out, however, 
that the Soviet Cross is 
iitself believed to be an arrn of 
lthe K.G.B. - 

They also questioned Mr. bio- 
s:.".!<o‘s iisserticn that Soviet 
,ci:izeris with wfiorn Oswald 
had hunted rabbits during his 
'r.early three years in the Soviet 
Union had reported that the 
man was an “extremely poor 
shot.-‘f

' 

i 
The Senate intelligence com-I 

lmitteie recently designated two 
;of its members, Richard vS.j 

ST. LOUIS FUSE‘- 

vcstlgcition. 

iday 

Sch:-veiker, Riapiiblican of P:--i 

syivanifand G,"_-ry_i__l3_rt. 17¢!‘ 

,ocrat of Colorado, to tool: in 

,tl'ie growing number of €_1.I/. 

tioris about the Cll'C'.i!i‘.$l.-‘I‘.‘ 

surrounding tno i<er.:~.edy ass-.1 

sination and i.h€_IilOl'Ol.lgl'“.f‘iQ 

of the Warren Commission's 1. 

Senator Schweik-2r sni 
‘through a spokesman toda 
,that he personally favored e 
Textensive investigation by h 
select CO1\'lmi{t3 of all of th 

,fl_‘.lCSiOl‘l$ raised thus far abo 
ithe scope of the Wzizrcn Co: 
'r.:issE-;n's inquiry. Those qt:-2 

liioiis are err;-ccted to in-Jlui‘ 

rip; extent to ‘-vhich the cor 
mission was at:-prised of iii 

official doubts about i\lr. .\‘c 

sent-:0 and the consideration 
'1;-ve that information.

_ 

Meanwhile, two interview 
with Oswald by the F.B.l. 
-the summer of 1962, siwortl 
afte-Ar he rettini-id from the Si 

,viet Union, were l'i3pO.'i<Z-d tr 

; 
In each instance, accordir 

l‘o the i.ritciview reports, C"
v" 

\- 

iwald agreed to the 83;‘T.i> rt 

-quest that, if he were to 
sought out by Soviet int-'21 

gence operatives in this ct: " 

tr;/' for any l‘?--‘:$'.‘..'\., 

-report the co;-.t;i:t to ii:-2 
_. 
.5 

Althouch the 
iviews v.'i'th Oswald i.=.'ef-3 53-.- 

ivided by tiie_bi__'rcau to c 

iwarren Coiiirnission start. '. 

;COU1miS5l0I1 concluded in its 
jport that “Oswald was not 

agent oi t ‘informant or 
I-'.B.I." and that “no att-2:“ 

was made" by it rcfr. 
,l-aim in any capacity. _ 

DISPATCH 
22 Septezb er 1975 
\

. Premature 
_ \President Ford is being premature if, as he 

ition of. an American television!‘ repgrtedly told the Chicago Suzi-Times, he is 

recommendations for reorganizing the Central 
Intelligeikce Agency. All that the President has 
now as a major basis for legislative recom- 
mendati0ns\o_n the CIA is the report of his own 
Rockefeller Commission. But that commission, 
by its man'date._and by its own admission, 

pla riing to send Congress soon a package of 

covered only part of the ground in its inquiry. 
;And~ two congressional investigating commit- 
tees are still at worlctrying to find out what 
reforms in the intelligence community are 
needed. 
, . \ -' lf President Ford should send proposals on 

the_ClA to Qongress soon, it wo‘til__d not be in a 
position to act in an informed i’l:l3,‘llfl:3!'. The 
lawmakers should have their own cbmmittee 
reports in hand before undertal<in'g\_new 
legislation on the CIA. Any recommendofiqns 
'from_the President now could only be viewed_ 
as an attempt to undercut or take the sting out - 

‘oi congressional recornmendations. " 
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w.asrn>.'croi:'_a1nmigh-at has declassified virtually its entire file on Lee Harvey Oswald, the CLA continues to inaintagn a curtain of secrecyopjer the accused assas:,in‘s jtrip to Mexico" less than two. months before President '=John F. Kennedy was killed. 
_ _ 

< -. 1-.. Many of the deletions in the 2,400 censored pages re- leased last week under the Freedom of Information Act 
zs and Oct; 3, 1963. -:;- 

2- 
-"~

, 

" 
Forinstance, a copy of"a"biojg'raphical sltetclrprepared by the CIA two weeks after ‘the Nov. 22, 1963,» assassina- tion is far more interesting for what it concealsthan -for vha 

The 15-page document covers Os.‘-vaId'§ life from birth to burial with no apparent deletions except for the events that occured on Sept. 27, and 28 and Oct. 1, 1963. These events were removed completely from the document, ‘but thecolurrm listing the origin of the information still re- 
frriains. It appears as "SENSITIVE CIA SOURCE!" No oth- ver source notations were written in all-capital letters or Qcar:-ied the exclamation point; ‘ 

" 

, . 1 . .1 ~ Tne same biographical study. was made public earlier this year-but the entire page dealing with the three dates was left out; so there was‘no”way to gauge the impor- lance the cm Placed on the solirce of the infonriationi » 

-The Warren Commission; which concluded that Oswald was the lone assassin, said that he yisited both the Soviet and Cuban embasies during his stay in Mexico City. 1' ' The CLA revealed ‘later that Qswald probably contacted Valeriy . 0 tikov an averit with tlte'i'KGB, the Soviet 

.-¢~ 

relate to Oswald’s activities‘in'México City bet'w_een‘Sept._; 
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“ciiplorriat The CL¢L'said‘Kostiko"ifvt'as attzched to the KGB departmentfthat handled kidna'pin'gs, a"-»s;»_e;.~'i;iu¢=_; and 
- similar ac'=ts_oE ppliticaltewor. 

j .-...5j=.:g&3g.__';§=~".-1. 
‘ 

», Critics of -the"Warren Commission haveilong-'nLse<l -‘questions about Oswald's Mexico trip. Some"critics con- 
. tend thatzm imooster used Oswald's name at the Soviet. and Cu'o_an_ embassies, posibly asnart O,f__SQZ1j8 j'etiuo_-

l 

.._' discloses; '¢.4_"15P3}'3¢Y,-' 
1 

~ 

_ 

;- 
._ ‘ -.11."-', *j,::'.:' fi

; 

‘fincorrectly identified a_Oswald~ a man who ap_:r=_rcnL'v vi- 
.j_Isited the"-Soviet embassy aboiit._.iheP_time-' Os-irald. wL2s_ thought to have been there: -=~;-1; 

.‘

' 

-'_-';"f‘~ A CL-\*,<:a'ole dated 0ct.~-IO,"1963,ar'zd"n~.-ade publicas ,i;. .4}. ._ .¢.~.*,- <- 1 --*"".'}~_part of-.the Warren Cornmission's‘_report'related_that on -- 7 Oct. 1,"'a 'reliable'and sensitive sourccin I-ierdco reoorted-' 
__that an American male, who identified 11iei;=>.>zr:r_; Ilze Os-' 
_ 
Wald, contacted the Soviet ern_bass;,{.in_ Ideadco City, in_~ 

I- . '_- _'__ ._ ff: -._.v'.i_ ~;_v_;.":,._ i-l_I'§:--:3--:_ '.‘_._:r:\ 5. :3:-..--.‘ .~::~‘_-_ - - -4 
"__ 

_;~- quiring w_het‘ner_the embassy had received new-s coa- ccrning a telegram which hadbeen sent to_Wa_=2"-.L-“.5012.” The cable_descri'oed the man as'."ap_o:.o>;ii~L1aiel},' 35 years old, with an athleticibuild, aboutsix feet tall with a recod- TF ing hai_rlir'ie.'i‘1:'.‘-=. ~ _~=‘ '.--:.~, :3 :.'5.'.-,- :5 I-'_'.'.'” 

e Oswaldwas then 23 years old, 5 feet 10 inches and slat!-i 

"7_;photo clesrlyshows a man about 35,"about 6 feet L241-uizh fan athletic build andreceding hairline_ljIt-_c'er‘lainlv.is not ' 
‘ 

.. .’..Oswald. ~ 1-r 
1-ii; .1

I

Q 

'7 
'I‘he'j;'i_.*r'§_ii/ster ‘theory ivas iiieled by aiser-ies _'oE‘ previo1Ls~ -_ 'i1f.ly released CLA cables which indicate that t.'ne,agency had} 

~ der; ‘I .' '. 
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Ty‘ }_;'=;rAfter the Kennedyassassination, according to the_Wa.r- --Ten re;>on;=.the_ cu. sent in the FBI'ph0tograph.= of the "jiman the agency apparently had mistaken for Oswald." Toe 
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"-1 W‘ E75.»-* ls Fensrerwald a CIA Plant? 7
. 

4"‘ ssassination in tn Stein '1 ififi’ 
By Bill Choyke 

Capitol Hill News Service 
The two-week-old House investi- gation into the assassinations of for,- mer President John F. Kennedy and civil rights leader Drf Martin Luther King Jr. has already run into major 

difficulties. 
The problems in the fledgling in- quiry stem from the selection of a staff director and the role a well- known Warren Commission critic has played in the investigation so far. The controversy has focused on Washington attorney Bernard Fen- sterwald, who for more than a year has closely advised probe chairman Rep. Thomas Downing, D-Va., on the political assassinations. Fenster- wald, said one source, has been “fairly close to him (Downing) every step of the way." 
Committee members involved in the House investigation report that Downing had tentatively selected Fensterwald as the committee's staff director, only to back away from the choice after two congressmen and others keenly interested in the assas- 

sinations-‘raised a fuss. 
" Committee Vice Chairman Rep. Henry Gonzalez, the Texas Democrat who introduced the first House. reso- _' 

lution callingfor an assassination in-- 
quiry. has privately voiced-his-strong 
opposition to Fensterwald. having any. role on the committee,- even as an unofficial adviser. 

, 
_

I 

IN AN INTERVIEW, Downing‘ 
merely acknowledged that Fenster--~ wald was one of a dozen persons.con- 
sidered to head the panel's staff. However, the Virginia lawmaker, who is retiring after 18 years in the 
House, said Fensterwald has asked 
that his name be withdrawn from 
consideration. - 

Opposition to Fensterwald is based 
partly on his affiliation with convict- 
ed King assassin James Earl Ray. whom Fensterwald defended, and the 
belief that.any"committee role would be in conflict "with the privileged 
lawyer-client relationship. -More- 
over, Fensterwald has — as another Warren Commission critic termed it" -- sometserious “image problems" 
dealing with his assassination-relab 
ed activities. 

_ 

I

_ F,cnsterwald heads a citizen's 
group called the Committee to Inves- 
tigate Assassinations. The Tennessee 
native was also the attorney for Watergate burglar Jam es McCord. 

~ 

. Additionally, observers close to the Kennedy-King House probe are con- cerned with circumstantial evidence on the public record that raises-ques- 
tionsa about connections between Fensterwald and the CIA. '

» 

FENSTERWALD IS currently a law partner with Robert McCandless, -whose former law firm even Fen- sterwald concedes represented several CIA proprietary firms. How- 
ever, McCandless has claimed he did not know of CIA involvement with the 
firms. ~ -~ 

-- -" 
' The questions surrounding Fen- 
sterwald are intensified by li_ttle-no- 
ticed Senate Watergate committee testimony in May I973; when McCord's first attorney, Gerald Alch. 
raised the possibility of previous ties between McCord, a former CIA 
agent, and Fensterwald. .-

. 

cause “I knew Jerry Alch.” The Boston attorney, meanwhile, still maintains that he had never heard of Fensterwald until the day McCord directed him to call for bail. Fensterwald’s committee on investigations is one of a number of independent groups which have sprung up around the country in re- cent years but is set apart from the others because of fears that it is a CIA front. 
In a ‘telephone interview, Fenster- wald first acknowledged that he had connections with the CIA and then scoffed at the suggestion. "I am on the payroll," he said. However, when pressed, he said he had “nothing to do with the CIA."' "There is absolutely no reason to 

think I am a member of the CIA," he 
emphasized, adding that there was “absolutely no vestige of evidence of any kind." - 

Downing, who called Fensterwald 
a “good source of information . . . 

t 

mg I 

lotion about the job .is centering around Philadelphia attorney Rich- ard A. Sprague. As a special prose- cutor, Sprague helped convict former United Mine Workers President Tony Boyle for the 1969 murder of Joseph Yablonski and his family. ' 

(Sprague is not to be confused with another Richard Sprague, a_ former colleague of Fensterwald on his assassination committee.) 
Besides advising Downing on the assassinations, Fensterwald has also served as an intermediary between the Virginia congressman and other lawmakers. 
He met, for example, with Gonzalez on Sept. 4, 1975, in the House restau- rant in an attempt to reconcile dif- ferences between the two congress- men.

. 

Gonzalez, who had introduced his original House resolution in Febru- ary I975, calling for an investigation of political assassinations, had want- ed the probe to cover the deaths of 

53'-13%| 

extremely knowledgeable," said he was aware ofvague accusations. of 
the -link between Fensterwald ‘and 
others having CIA connections. But the congressman. has "discounted 
these claims. f 

, . .. 

I Y while Iensterwald and fellow War-,:_ _, fi-eh Commission critic Mark Lane» were both at one-time consideredfor ,1. 
the top staff . position. current specu~--I: -

l

i 

,. 

l.
I 

; r

V 

, tions.
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President Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy and King,-as well-as the shooting of Alabama Gov. George Wallace. - 

A 

' 

_ .
- 

But some-months later, Downin introduced his resolution, whic called -for an -investigation of" th 
presidentialassassinationonly. I

~ 

The finalresolution included both the" Kennedy and. King assassina- 
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Alch, a former associateof Boston ‘ 

attorney F. Lee Bailey, told the Sen- ate committee that the first time he-. ever heard of Fensterwald was when McCord, his client, told him to “call a man by the name of Bernard Fen- 
sterwald, whom he said might be

V very helpful inraising bail-;" - 

Alch, who was subsequently fired _; and replaced by Fensterwald, said ‘ 

the Washington attorney had ‘told him that he could probably meet they $100,000 bail in a few days. Then about two weeks later. when Alch 5 conveyed to.Fensterwald his client's thanks forthe effort on his behalf, Fensterwald replied, gaccordingltol Alch: “I don't see how he can send * 
his thanks to me because I never met .l iheman/'_ 

l Q ”
l Testifying under oath, Alch then 1" 

told the Senate committee thathel never was certain whether McCord 17 and Fensterwald knew each other,1 prior to his making the initial phone 
call; 

_ 

l 

_ 
I 

, . In telephone interviews, the ver- -_ 

sions of the two attorneys today re-. calling those Watergate converse-.4 
tions three years ago sharply clash. FENSTERWALD SAYS that Alch ' 

called him_._to ask for assistance be-
l 
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is a close battleground and 
erywhere makes even Kan- 
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poll in Michigan last week 
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nal distressis aiiincreas- 
cern inthe Soviet Union. 
l risen tenloldin the past 
rchers rePiJ1'f.'_and"the'
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: zero growth. Such prob- 
imized here in public dis- 
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w, going through very se- 
Viktor_Perevedentsev, _a 

yiconcludedin a study of 
ianging sexua1- attitudes 
He reported: every tenth 
egitimate; premarital and 
l3V8 soared; people are 

lee FAMILY, Page C3
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-—- on me oasis or recent surveys ui \JZill.lUl‘[ll31, unnuis, \JlliU,' -ieiras, virgn.ua,-- 
Washingtonand Wisconsin. They say they are more confident of Carter carry- 
ing Connecticut, Iowa. ew Jersey and South Dakota. . 

,

_ Republicans claim they are ahead in Connecticut, New Mexico and Virginia 
' in their own most recent polls, and are within striking range in all the other ~' 

Q battleground states. 
in some cases, close battles could be decided by votes diverted to the inde- 

pendent candidacies of Eugene J. McCarthy, the former senator from Minneso- 
. 
ta, or Lester Madddox, the former governor of Georgia. ' 

McCarthy, who is on the ballot in 29 states, is particularly worrisome to the 
Democrats in Oregon and Wisconsin and could jeopardize Carter's chances in 

' 

- New York, ii his petitions for ballot placement survive pa court challenge there. 
' 

A Maddox appears to be a- lesser factor - drawing only 1 per cent of the vote in 
a poll in his own state of Georgia. 

-
. 

, _ _ 
Broder is a Washington Post national political cmespondent and syndi- 

- 3 lead 111 the PW 51-IIVBY. cated columnist. ' 
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"oi benefits from a crime itself proof‘ 

_ 

' last spring by the provocative final 
repo'rt:o£__ Sen. Frank Church's Select 
Committee on intelligence Operations, C‘ 

P ithe,H_ouse-of Representatives has re- 
solved, 285-to-65, to investigateithe pos- 
sibility (or is it the probability?) of con- 
spiracies to assassinate President Ken- 
nedy and Martin Luther King Jr;" " -

" 

' 

It is not yet clear how open the new 
inquiry will be-to the possibility that 
there "was. not-a conspirarcy, though 
remarks by Rep. Thomas N. Downing 
(D-Va.), chairman oi the new Select 
Committee, mggest that he may have 
settled thatmatterin his own mind. 
."In the case of President Kennedy," he 
told the House, “I am convinced that 
there was a conspiracy involved."I do 
not know the identity of the conspira- 
tors or their motives. That should be 
investigated in depth." 
'_’_I’he idea of conspiracy, oi course, is 

notoriously vague even as a legal con- 
cept. Satisiying the common sense that 
something and somebody besides the. 
perpetrators oi crimesare often re- 
sponsible for those crimes, -the search 
for conspiracy also tempts~’the'investi- 
gator into supposing that sympathy for 

Cohen, a professor of American‘ 
studies at Brandeis University, is the 
author of “Conspiracy Fever,” to be 
published next year by Macmillan. 

;—
V 

or participation. In the hands of a mali- 
A 

clause prosecutor or, say; a House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities that 
search canibe the occasion for consi- 
derable mischiei. ' 

. 

' 

Y - 

'- * 
- 

" W 

' Indeed, one need go no further that 
the Church Committee report,_‘f'l‘he In- 
vestigation of the Assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy,” both to 
understand what has iired_Rep. Down- 
.ing’s suspicions and to see the=mischie- 
vous. temptations awaiting the new in- 
vestigation. ._ 

_ 

. 
, 

- I ~
. 

Onits surface. that report is _'a’ model 
of reasonable provocation. 'l"he_con1¥ 
mittee, it says, has not reviewed the 
question oi the guilt or innocence of 
Lee Harvey Oswald. Nor, it adds em- 
phatically." has the committee found 
any evidence oi a conspiracy to kill the 
President. What the committee has 
found is new evidence which was ei- 
ther unavailable or deliberately with-1 
held irom the Warren Commission 
and from those people in the FBI and 
CIA who were cooperating. in the in- 
vestigation, evidence suggesting the 
presence in 1963 of powerful motives 
for a possible conspiracy: revenge per- 
haps for Mafia-related and other‘ CIA. 
.’plOtS to assassinate Cast_ro;'the hatred 
of Kennedy lncertain anti-Castro cir- 
cles. - 

- 

_. 
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. 
-r See ASSASSIN, Page C2 
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