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CIA Withheld ]

 After Presulent John F. Kennedy
* was struck down on Nov. 22, 1963; the ., ,'

Central Intelligence Agency-received -
evidence suggesting that Cuban Pre-
.mier Fidel Castro arranged the assassi-
-pation in retaliation zor attempts on
his life. -
* Yet sources privy to the secret dis-

-~ Cussions at the highest levels: of. the.. .
. CIA during those hectic days now tell
. us that the CIA deliberately withheld

the evidence from the Warren Com-
mxssion investigating Kennedy's death.

- Qur sources- cite two reasons for
holding back this evidence. One wasa

- Tesolve to cover up the secret that the'
-CIA had enlisted Mafia mobsters to kill .

There also was a legxtimate concern ;
that the Castro revelations might in-
flame the American people, whose

_ griet could have turned into a terrible -
- wrath that might have precxpitated ’
some rash action. "~ i,
-~ Only a few key people knew ‘about |
* the CIA plot to assassinate Castro. One . -
was Attorney General Robert F. Ken-
nedy, who was his brother’s personal
_watchdog over the CIA, It has now °
been established that Robert Kennedy |
was briefed on May 7, 1962, about the
attempt to use underworld luners to, "
_knock off Castro,. _

Two days later, Robert Kennedy cau-’
tioned the CIA not to go ahead with
the assassination without consulting’

on'the CI4, it must be assumed that he
was kept advised of subsequent assassi- «
nation attempts. However, there 1s no

_ documentary evidence of this.

Records now available show that, R

Robert Kennedy informed FBI chief J.
Edgar Hoover _of the plot on May 10, -

" mission chairman, four years later.

-in’the drama. Two of our confidential’
.sources, CIA agent Willlam Harvey -
. and mobster John Rosselli; are dead. A
third source. attorney Edward P Mor—

wre -t '...'.-4:-!-4 Ve aee

'a‘te»m.-;

1962. Yet nexther Kennedy nor, Hoovery i

later divulged this important inf rm
tionto the Warren Commission._

*. Of course, various CIA: officxals also -

.knew about the assassination scheme. .
.Not the least of them was the late CIA
-chie? Allen.W. Dulles, who-approved #

lan. He later served-on.-

‘the original
ommumission, yet.he sat -

-the Warren.

. Asllently throughOut the mvestlgation
" without mentioning the Cuban angle..

" Within hours of President Kene:' .

dy’s death, the U.S. embassy cabled in.
formation from Mexico City suggest-
ing that the Cubans may have been be- :

. hind the assassination. Our sources say

that the CIA developed simnar infor- -
mationinWashington.""r:,; K -

The first person to: reach ' Robert

" Kennedy’s side after the shooting was”

CIA Director John A. McCone, who | Tes,
mained alone with the Attorney Gen-.

¢ -eral-at his McLean, Va, home for "
" mearly three hours.

.McCone swore to’ uu thab Castr

. name was never mentioned during. the. )
" three hours. But CIA records-show, .

that the next day ‘McCone not. only

.. mentioned Castro to the new Presi-
" "dent, Lyndon-B. Johnson, but. briefed -
i lé% on the information from Mex1co

Er

- Yet.” no one brought the Cuban

connection to the attention of the War-:
“ ren Commission. We were the first to’

him. Since Robert Kennedy rode herd' * %et ‘word “of the anti-Castro plot to.

hief Justice Earl Warren, the com-

-We are now- free to reveal our role

e -I’.

.wrote, “. .

. Premdent Kennedy..”.

RERS P

gan, has wawed the confldentxahty we
had promised him, | 7 sm.

. Morgan told” s m January, }967
about the CIA-Mafia assassination plot
- against Castro. He raised ;the possibi}:
" ity that the plot could buve backfired
. against. President = Kennedy. There.
. 'were - suspicious circumstances, . he,
“ pointed : out, indicating that Castro
"may have learned of the attempts on {
* his life and may have .. retahated'

against Kennedy. -
- Morgan refused “to idenufy ‘big

“sources Because it would have violated

the attorney-client 'privilege. But he

- was an attorney of such 'stature that

we didn’t doubt his word. He had been

- chiet inspector of the FBI.'He had di

‘rected the historic congressional inves-

_txgation of the Pearl Harbor hombing.
* " Later, he-ran the investigation into the
. e;l:cesses of the late Sen J oseph McCar
At \Z - i

“"We' got Morgans pormissxon, to‘

" write'a cautious story. We confirmed

the’ general "outlines - from a CIA
" source. Then on March 3, 1967, we -
“wrote that Robert Kennedy “may have

,.approved an assassination plot, which

‘then possibly- backﬂred agamst h:s late _'
rothet >

The next day, accordmg to records

now available, - Kennedy's. secretary
.‘called for a_copy.of the May 7, 1982;
‘memo, which summarized the briefing

“"he had recewed on the assassmation

< On March 7 1967 we reported more
assassinate’ Cuba's Fidel Castroy”” we~
..may have resulted ina.
counterplot by Castro to assassmate

s
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‘details. “Are orted CIA planin 196310 1






