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Text: PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN SPEAKS ON DEFENSE MARCH 23, 1983
President Ronald Reagan: My fellow Americans, thank you for sharing your time with me tonight. The
subject I want to discuss with you, peace and national security, is both timely and important. Timely,
because I’ve reached a decision which offers a new hope for our children in the 21st century, a decision
I’ll tell you about in a few minutes. And important because there’s very big decision that you must make
for yourselves. This subject involves the most basic duty that any President and any people share, the
duty to protect and strengthen the peace.
At the beginning of this year, I submitted to the Congress a defense budget which reflects my best
judgment of the best understanding of the experts and specialists who advise me about what we and
our allies must do to protect our people in the years ahead. That budget is much more than a long list of
numbers, for behind all the numbers lies America’s ability to prevent the greatest of human tragedies
and preserve our free way of life in a sometimes dangerous world. It is part of a careful long-term plan
to make America strong again after too many years of neglect and mistakes.
Our efforts to rebuild America’s defenses and strengthen the peace began two years ago when we
requested a major increase in the defense program. Since then, the amount of those increases we first
proposed has been reduced by half, through improvements in management and procurement and other
savings.
The budget request that is now before the Congress has been trimmed to the limits of safety. Further
deep cuts cannot be made without seriously endangering the security of the nation. The choice is up to
the men and women you’ve elected to the Congress, and that means the choice is up to you.
Tonight, I want to explain to you what this defense debate is all about and why I’m convinced that the
budget now before the Congress is necessary…
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