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My Background With FOIA

| have a broad perspective on how FOIA Is used

Deutsche Bank
Catastrophe modeling In the financial/insurance sector

Revaluate
Real estate due diligence service provider

The Guardian, World Economic Forum, Metrocosm
Data journalism / data visualization

FOIA Mapper
Public records search engine



Why | built FOIA Mapper

A searchable database of FOIA logs
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Who uses FOIA and why?

An analysis of 229,000 requests from 85 federal agencies

Who Makes FOIA Requests?

Share of FOIA requests by requester category (8o agencies combined)

39.0% 16.1% Ry 10% 4.5% “ ‘

Busmesses Law Flrms News Nunpruﬁts| Indwuluals Un{:alegorlzed
Media Universities

FOIA Mapper Source: Agency FOIA request logs

* Includes only agencies who report both the name and the organization of the requester.
« The span of time covered by the data varies by agency, with an average time period of 3 years.
« A description of how the requestors were categorized can be found at: https://foilamapper.com/who-uses-foia/



https://foiamapper.com/who-uses-foia/

Breakdown by Agency

Who Makes FOIA Requests?

Share of each agency's FOIA requests by requester category (%)

sec I (n=115,419)
Dept. of Defense | (n=33,371)
P2 (n=20,721)
Dept. of Veterans Affairs [ INGNG (n=13,418)
FoA TN (n=9,394)
Immigration & Customs Enforcement || (n=3,596)
Mational Science Foundation [} (n=2,289)
Dept. of Energy ||} (n=1,846)
FCC | (n=1,779)
1U.S. Patent and Trademark Office ] (n=1,670)
NASA TN (n=1,551)
Comptroller of the Currency || IGN (n=1,504)
General Services Admin. [ (n=1,382)
usaD Il (n=1,347)
coc IR (n=1,256)
Small Business Admin. i} (n=1,239)
Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. [N (n=1,109)
Animal & Plant Health Inspection [} (n=1,060)
Federal Mine Safety Commission [} (n=1,044)
Census Bureau [Jj (n=1,015)
NOAA [ (n=951)
IELY | (n=940)
Office of the Transportation Secretary [Jjj (n=738)
FEMA [ (n=614)
Export-Import Bank [N (n=517)
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau [} (n=494)
Office of the Secretary of Commerce ||} (n=427)
Mational Credit Union Admin. [} (n=414)
Federal Highway Admin. [l (n=393)
Office of the U.S. Trade Rep. | (n=361)
Federal Labor Relations Authority [l (n=337)
LS. Secret Service | (n=317)
u.s. army |G (n=304)
Maritime Admin. [} (n=301)
51 Smaller Agencies (Combined) [l (n=5,445)
100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Businesses Law firms  News media Noncommercial Universities  Individuals Uncategorized
] | ] I ]



Frequent Filers: Businesses

Five little-known financial research companies dominate

Commercial Businesses: 10 Most Frequent FOIA Requesters
For every 10,000 requests in the FOIA Mapper database, this many were requested by...

International Business Research®

Disclosure Insight®
Check Fund Manager*
FOI Services Inc
EACM Advisors™

Bioscience Advisors®

Reuters
FOIA Group
Merck
EMSI

100 150 200 250 300 350 400
Number of FOIA Requests (per 10,000)

FOIA Mapper * Ml requests were made to The Securities and Exchange Commission



Frequent Filers: News Media

The most frequent requesters are large, mainstream news outlets

News Media: 10 Most Frequent FOIA Requesters
For every 10,000 requests in the FOIA Mapper database, this many were requested by..

The Associated Press
The Wall Street Journal
Bloomberg

The Nation

The New York Times
USA Today

The Hill

The Washington Post
Buzzfeed

Propublica
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FOIA Mapper source: Agency FOIA request logs



Frequent Filers: Political & Nonprofit

Democratic committees use FOIA more than their Republican counterparts. Nonprofits are a mixed bag.

Political Committees & Nonprofits: 9 Most Frequent FOIA Requesters

For every 10,000 requests in the FOIA Mapper database, this many were requested by...

Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee 42
Democratic National Committee 23
American Bridge 21st Century 16
America Rising 4 .yn .
Republican National Committee 3 Pl]htl[:al C[Imml’[tEES
0 10 20 30 40 a0
Judicial Watch 48
AFGE 23
PETA 18
Cause of Action 13
ACLU 12 Nonprofits
0 10 20 30 40 o0

FOIA Mapper

Number of FOIA Requests (per 10,000)
Source: Agency FOIA request logs



Frequent Filers: Universities

GWU'’s National Security Archive and UICU's lllinois State Geological Survey

Universities: 9 Most Frequent FOIA Requesters
For every 10,000 requests in the FOIA Mapper database, this many were requested by...

eorge Washington University 151
University of lllinois 16
University of New Mexico 1
University of Chicago 9
Harvard 9
0 10 20 30 40 ol

Number of FOIA Requests (per 10,000]

FOIA Mapper Source: Agency FOIA request logs



FOIA Log Considerations

FOIA logs can be a huge time saver for
both the requester and the agency

The importance of format

* Best case: Excel/CSV

* Almost as good: Structured PDF
* Hard to work with: Scanned PDF
 Painful: Printed hardcopy

Frequent updates are ideal, but older
FOIA logs are still very helpful

763-pages of FOIA logs in “Excel” format



Questions?

https://folamapper.com/who-uses-foia/

Max Galka (@galka_max) FOIAMapper.com






