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Cubjeety Iwc Jort ox Lw*mrt om.x‘ch, L=18 Jul,, ¥ 121.1'?.
' Enelouvuresy (. g Di..mtch filce

Xulux‘r ol the £1i:

Ha--......'s..._,._-. k¥

: : ; : " OFFICE OF THE COMKANDANT
FOURTEENTH NAVAL DISTRILT
7 PEARL HARBOR. ’r H.
' Msﬁ/.i

JUL 311937

Frout . Comu:ndsnt, Fourbeenth Haval Dmmct.

- T TR Tl.c Ouici of Huval U,urut.ion.,. A s

Comuading Uriicer,: couat Guzrd Cu.tccr',
11’\’0‘&. FCA,OX“bo ‘

X6

(C) Photoutst ITL0CA Ireck Ch arte :

A0 Comaending 0fficur, USL COLORLDO, rmorb.
L. .Hl*otaut L LuL(‘n V) Tr( el Che m’c, wt mvt 1.
J:?‘ 3 -.
o phOLO.;L 35t Ul w‘...L 13“.&@(. Morte
) Phiotostaut Vol Ledlidll Iroowk Chiarbe
I) 2hotoastet GOO DiL¥TR Frock Churte
o _PA otoust t Uad QUGHTING Tpnck Chs 't R

; &) Couune x.ulnu ui‘ficer LI ZLN G0N Gmw) fesort.
£ 5 A.m.li« Yoyhart tutnoo wna Fred Je Hoonon, m nhged

m 1 long plane 21.1 bt ux"mxu the Lorddy depurtcd Lo, o

GuLnCu, 4 12900 Jul{ conc-ninugseten=tine) , ar ‘400, 1 July,

Jo(oA., Adr How IK4 fnd. The Xli nt BERE as l‘l.-f.’d vy Lthe Y
OGTLa0 sl & poroxda tedy oldpodnt of the FLi it a2 by the .

UeiaCalleCa Ih\».(na b liovlumkie T UlLs OV wes ofd station nlde

oy ieas devlind ond LHonolilu to cuard the n_s.zxt lcy of bLhe
i‘li.;ht. Lxcupt for-t.‘i;e services of the ONVainl0 tnd the SUAN
whd veather rezorts from the ¥Fleed alry Bu.,e, Pearl }Lrba , the
Kavy .md no c.omu,ctlon 1ith the f1lghte :

Lo 1 kB 2200, 2 July, inforu.tion vus rucuvcd thet
{xb was Luidne ut, wnd .shorl..’u thw.rvnlf.cx t..mb
the pline wag bc.uvvw to L doin ‘

‘ de SR 1400 U.L}. the (.om.u nd:nt t'm.xcz'rc.d vith the . |
Cominnuery wincerait, (5
ChELGIL) i the Com.w di.u m‘ﬂcer, Fleeb alr Bo scL Peurl Hore
\

Foree (the cenior Officor Presant

bare IL 4id boreal il b 10 naved vessel stobloned lisweilon
vabors vas gultable for seasish operstions in Lhe distant orca

and . that o t’.uf aeeplenc coudild recch Hovlond lsland und undor

favorshle eonditions could enrry out linited OQ(’PotiOﬂJ b
ing on tho 1046Che  The Departucnd, was 89 inforuode - (usm' adley

 the Departacnt hid directed the Comsandint ol the Pourtecnth 2
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SubJeets - Report of Lurhars vewreh, £=18 July, 1957

Navel Uiatrict to use éll avallable naval facilitLQy in the

- seuiche Acc.omm‘;l,{, it vis declaed to dispatch & sesplane to

Howlund wnd et 18:5, & July, pstrol plune CG=P=3, Licutzoant
fie Yo Harvey, comusanding, deparved from Pearl derbor Hosland

Lolande The ITAGCA was Cirectcd to stond by at Hovdend to k.und o

the pline and the o WAN to procced toward. ilowlnnd.

; 4.. : Ine Do,mrt..nent. promtly epproved the recomuncndstion
thut the wwmw, then in Honolulu, be diverted from her
RevelaGe Crulae Lo Jain the search, end the wmm.@u was at
£llo, i« July, ordercd to pyrocced, wien fucled. In 2 conference
'um the Lomi udimg Officer, UL. COLOLADO, prier to his depsrt-

ure Irow Pearl Herbory, ne wes glven ell informotion then avedle.

abley, und 4t was agreed that the COLULRAIO suouwld firet search
Lhc aoutheast guadrqxt from Hoslund and the Phoenlx Islsndse

5w - The patrol plene, cowsended by Lieutcnant Harve

L andg wanned by the Lolloam;, personnely aruccedmi toward }!m{and

througlh tie ni;,ht. 0f =3 July, cmtactmir the SHAN enrout.e on
| ,zchodule. ; , ,

+ Licutenent Yo %e LBarvey, comaendloge
Li utenent §3g) We Ke Lrane:
Licutcnent (Jg) e Lo Lytle
_ ltvi&ti‘m Cadet Ps We omith
Via Co Cul’l‘f’ AuCo‘hoﬁo
‘Ee Jo aCCOl‘&ﬂin, Col: oko‘ j
Fe'Me ¥illitma &dy HelMe ES«04
Co Le rr.;,ll.»,x, A.K.um-c. 5

At ‘07.'10-, Ju.l.y, usutenz.nt. Hurvey reportedl ‘

%003 APPROALLATE POoILION LAT QU055 LONG 77=00
CPERIOD LAST T®O BOURS IN LUTRELMLY BAD WEATHER .
© O LEIVEEN ALTIIUDE 2000 ARD 12000 FikT OHOW OLERT -
ALN LLYCIRICAL wiCiks PriIOD IN DaYLIGHT CONe
© DITIONG LOOK tQUALLY BaD CLOUD TOPS APFEAR TO LR
© 28000 FEET QR LHORYE PURIOD AL RETURNING 1O PLARL
HAIBOR MOV HAVE 200 GALLONG FUEL ON DOARD 1710

& P Vcsééls were diapat.éhed from Pearl Harbor to v;;uzwd

the return flight of plane 6=-P=3 in case Of fucl exiisuztion,
but tha ,)mdence sxd.n of persomel msuly returned the
.
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8ub ject: - Report of Earhart sdaroh. 2«18 faly, 1937,

glan- to Pearl Hardor at 1926, 3 July, after being in the air
- for 24 hours and 5 minutes an& flying approximately 2570 aen
miles, Faultlesas twoe-way com unication was maintained throughe
- out the flight of the planoj navigation wes accurato, as evie
- doneed by contacis with surface vessols and landrall. all of
which oasurred precicely on schodule, This performance of
duty reflectts great eredit on xtoutonant narvov and the oftiooru

and nmon ot hl. crow.

5l e The “cpartment inquirod as to the feasibility of

i seaplane soarch oporations basing on Johnston [sland, °

' Comnmandant considerod this irmpracticadble, due to the 2200 mile

1. tura around dbetween Howland and Johnston Islands and stated o

1. that if & more extensive psoarch than possible. with the COLORADO, . .
i ITASCA, and $WAN wore dosired, a oarrior wauld bs the noat

practicable snd efficient unife e s

li i 8¢  The LEXINGTON Group was organired on 4 July consiste
[ " $ng of the LEXINGION, LAMGON, DRAYTON, CUSHING, and PRRCING G 1 SRR
; last vensol was later detached from the group, due to mashinery :
troublejs Undor command of Captain J. 8. Dowelil, Commender
Destroyuy “quadron Two, this group was expeditiously nsaanbio‘
and departed ror Hnwaii for-rnol, thence to prooo&d-to-tho

noaroh Area,

9¢ . 'The ITASCA mennwhile had resumed her soaroh operations .
in the viecinity of Howland Island, as shown in her report and e i
trach chart, 7he difficulties oonrronting her nay be. 1nferrod :
from the following disratohest : | _ yier s

FROM! ITASOA
TO & COMHAWSEG g -
INFOL  COUFRANDIV . £ Lol S .

| 60028 YOUR 6008 3401 WE HAVE HAD NO POSITIONS -
o _ | COMMA SPEIDS COM{A OR COURSBES FROM EARHARTS
bl : ~ " PLANE EXCEPT 80 CALLED LINE OF FOOSITION AT 0843
1 . WHICH HAD NO RAFP KEXCE POINT PERIOD SHE QAVE U8
(it HONE OF HIR BRARING3 FERIOD BULIEVE SHE PASSED
‘. TO KORTH AND #EST OF ISLAND ABOUT 0800 AND
Bl B SBE G - MIS3ED IT IN THE OGLARE OF RIGINO SUN THOUGE!
| ~ WE WEFE SMOKING HEAVILY AT THAT TIME PRRIOD
JUNG3 SHE CAME DOWN BETAEEN 337 AND 90 TROM
HOWLAND AND WITHIN 100 MILES PERIOD BAVE
' BROADOAS? Al INDICATED 1408
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_Subjeet:  Report of Zarhart Search, 2-18 July, 1937,

 FROMt ITASCA
0§ COMSANFRANCISCO DIVM
_INFOI  COMHAWN SICTION

6008 QQQQOOOOQQKJ\RHART oMLY ACENOVQ.A.WD |
RECEXIVING ITABCA SIGNALS ONCR AND DID NOT
ARJWER uw, ‘STIONF A." TO FOSITION COURSE SI/E4D
OR BEXI'ECTIL TING ARRIVAL VT'ERIOD UARHAKT USED
-YOICH E-.'N;I‘Im:LY STATIC INIARPCIRANCE HZAVY AND
ITASCA ROCETFTION FRAZWHTARY 1IN RARLY HOURS

' sesceserne uo-ooo0000000000000000000001945

Tho ITASCA was covering an area along the probabln earhart trldk
when apparehtly reliable radio 1ntorcopt: indicated that the

Xarhart pleno was 201 miles north of Howlende . The SWAN was

approaching that vioinity enroute to ifowland and was dirccted
to conduet coordinated search with the I7A5CAe The stoanship -

MOORSEY also Joined in th« fruitloas search of this area,

10, s on 6 July, tho COmmAndnnt. Fourteenth Naval Uintrtct,

'fwna direscted to take charge of all naval foroes engaged in the

soarche The ITASCA was &lso directed by Coast Guard Headquerters
to opornto under the Comiandant's authoritys Accordingiy, the
Cormanding 0fficer, US3 COLORADO, then approachiny ths area, was

~direocted to take charge of all vessels in tho area and condunet

a coordinated searoh until the arrival of Commander, Deastroysr
Squadron "wo, when the latter would take over oonnnnﬁ.- ,

ide. ... The dotallu of the aoaroh were loft to ths dlacro—
tion o0? the Commanding ofricor} 1$3 COLLORADNOe The decision to

8t1l)l appeared to de sound, Tho search was condusted as shom
in tho Commanding Officer, U35 COLORADG, report, enclosure (D). .
lio evidonce of the flyers or thoir pluns was found, However, by

elininating that quadrant; the LLXINCTON Croup was lator onnbloa _
"~ % plan and execute a more practicable and more oxtensive aonroh

of the. -cctcrn aomicirole fron uawland. _
18. - In order t¢ releass the COLORADO a3 the onrlioot

praotxcahlc date, 1% was dscided hat she should complete the

search of the Fhoenix Isiand and vieinity, them proceed to rene
dozvous with and fuel the LEXINGTON Crou dontroyora. This was
done on 12 July and the COLORADO released from further duiy in
connoction with the searchs The result of her operations was
dofinitely to establish tha¢ neither the plane nor its pagsene

. @ere ware ashore in the rhoenix Group and therefore that ¢

vore not on any known land within 450 miles of Howland and ¢ that
they were not afiocat in the extensive aress searched by the shlp

and her three seaplaness The auty wos ofrxoicntly porfccnnc nndcr %

o

ote

rom Howland and the Thoenix Islands
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~ 1aid out and executed his plan of senrch, as shows ia his re-

¥ e

sub-:ooc: - ' Report of Eni'hlrt Seareh, 2«18 July, 1837,

G e mes s v

conditionu of aon ideradble hazard, due to the 1nndoqun0{ ‘
surveys of the waters traversed, Durinz the period of his oo
mand of the searching force, the Commandins O0fficer of the

- 'COLORADO, Captain We Lo Eriedoll. exercised sound Judgement

and’ offnotita diraotton of tho units at his d&oponulo
13. : Whilo the LEXING“ON Croup was ruolina at Lahaina '

‘.'nud Pearl Harbor, the Commandant held a oconferenve with the

Comaandeyr, Nestroyer Cquadron Iwo, the Comanding OfTioer of
thée LEXINGTON, and sonior co:rianders im the Disldriect at which .

"all availadle 1nfornation and studies of the weather and prodable -

loeatinn of the Ifarhart plane vwers mads svailable to the

C LEXINGTON Oroppe Tho daily scarch plan for the LEXINGTON

Croup was submitted and accoptods The details of the studies.
and assunptions are inecluded in those set forth in Commander,
LEIINGTON Oroup report, enclesure (K), and are omitttd from

this roport for tho sake or brevity. ' i :

by Comnaudor, restroyer uquadron Twa $00k over come
mand of ali units in the soarsh area on 1l uiy and put inte

‘effect his soaroh plan, basod on the information available up @o_

that time and subject to periain limitations of fuel and .
endurance of the vesselsn {n hia comnand,  The LEXINGTON was

‘required to complets the operation ond returr to the Wost Coast °
.vtth the fupl on doard, . The ITASCA and SWAN could Oporuto ;
' until 16 July and reach Homolulu without refueling, ' The dess

tryrexs could matoh the LUXINGION'S time limis,  There was .
thus un absolute maximum Of nine succossive days for opevae

‘%ions in the search erea, Frudsnce diotated & reduction of

this tine to sovon days® oporations in order to provide a
resoryes In order to insure an efficient soaxroh despite sume
anticipated bdad woather, the Cormmndant direeted that the plan

provide for not moro than soven Jdays of searching and dho sube

sequontly direated that 4%t torninate ¢a 18 July, if good nathu"
irovmilod on 18 and 18 July, otherwise the searck should end oa
9 Julys The Commanisr, Destroyer Squadron Two, aooordinslr i

pors cttachodo
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. and orews or the VCII.lB and plane lquadronn under h

_ Bubjccts_ Report of Earhart Searoh, ﬁfla July, 1937.

(=25

». The detalls of the plsn and the reasons for its
various provisions were scund and net with the full epprovel of
the Comuandants The operation was well eonseived and skillfully.
exocuted, It reflects great eredit on the Searsh Commander,
Captain Jo. O Dovell, end on the oommending officers, offioers,

il command ..

.B . The performance of duty of the Commanding Offieer
of the Coast Ouard Cutter ITASCA, Commander,%., K. Thompsem,
UeleCeGe, has been commended by f
His intoiligcnt end zoalocus oconduct of the {nitisl phase of
the search under most trying oconditions deservez especlal come.
mendation, lils reports, together with the wholehearted ¢d-

operation of the Cummander, Hawailen Seotion, U, S, Coast Guurd,

were of great asaintonce to the subsequent conduct of operations

" by the Navy, The porformance of the ITASCA was axonllan;uin

all respects througshout the flight end the search, Caref
study of all ocrimuninations end other informetion pertaluaing to
the flight, and the preparations therefor, indicate clearly

. that the iTALCA left nothing undone to insure the aaro oompl»Q

tion of tho Earhart flight.

¥«  The USS SWAN was the mlloat vessel onaasod in uho
search and the last te return to ports Che vas at sea for
thirty-seven days during vhich she steamed ap,roximately 7,000

miles, Despite the onercus operating conditions involving shorte

ago of provisiona end supplies, she carried out all asasigned
duties in & manner reflecting great credit on the coxmanding
offiosr, Lisutenant H. F. XaoComsey, the officers and orew,
During her entire oruise there ceocurred no maohinory railuro
nor a single siek day. ,

18 It is nost sratirying thet there ocourred no

-serious injury to men or mnterisl in the very oxtennlvp and

acnottnol hazerdous operations of ships «nd planes,
19, To Sumrarize briefly: :
The initial phasc of the search was based on the

ITABCA'I well Qeasoned belief that the plane was north of
and fairly near Howland, A reasonably aauplete search of this

- area was made on 2«3 July. Thc:i on the strength of radic

intercepts whioch eppeared too reliadle to Ve ignored, the
secroh shifted to the westward and then 281 miles to north-
ward of Howland, #Hoth areas were searched without sucvess and

. ‘subséquent analysis allqrﬁdits the mdio intoro-ptu on whioh

this noaroh was based. :
The second phase of tho search moved to the. aouth»'

. eastern quadrant on the basis of radio intereepts and Learings
" and other oconsiderations whioh indicated the plane was on land

otter to his snrwedinte luporior.

i st o e

=i, ",a.:e-«a.mv«v i
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and prodadly in the Fhoenix Islands, With this ntsunptian it ; ..l
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Subjeot:  Report of Zarhart Seareh, 2-18 July, 1937,

eliminated, the third phase was logically bdased on the assunpe

tion that gho plane had landed in the watoer probadbly within

two hundred miles of lowlend and that the audbsequant drifeg of

wreok or boat would have moved woll to the wostward and norihe

gggtward in the 11 day intervel prior to arrival of the LIXINGe
2]

The Lxxxnaron Oroup oovtrcd en nron afproxxn-tolr
300 miles square to the west and northwest of Howland whioch
included all prodbable positions of plane or passengers if

afloats As an additional ®ut unlikolz ponsigzlity the Gildbers
- Islands wore soarchedes I% is repgretabdl '

y unreasonadle %0 cone
olude nsher than that the unfortunate fltor- were nos .bo..
water upo- ‘eonclusion ¢f the search, :

¥iles steamed by vessels enroute to and durigg

- 'the ssearch : 48,0
. ‘Niles flown by planes L3, 149, 000
Plane hours in air o e 1.884 '
Square miles searched! .
By Rirereph it e 1:‘:“2
By airorafs = e dalod 7,48
| Al T e
80, @ Due to the geograrhie location ¢f the search area

and the composition of the farce, oortain features of the searsh i

were of outstandinz interas$:
The axtonsivo wedther end surrent data should pvove
l. valuable contribution to our knowledgo of the ar¢e.

: It 48 bolieved that the plan uaed by the LEXINCTON
and her squadrons is unique, and was partioularly well designed
for the managoment of widely separated foroes and tor some
munications concorning the operation,

The exporience in false mnaan; mmr:romnoo, and

oonruaion on eritical froguencies indicates the nced for some
provizion for authorltatlvo control of such frequencies ia
emorpeneys Obviously, such realistie radio prograns as the
March of Time should not be bdroadcast when thoy may affect ree
-11-: Deasures in progrssse

If the Navy or the Coast Cuard are to be inrolvvd in

rnturo private transocean tltghta the lisensing authority
for such flights should bte preva od ugon % require from %he
fliers a specific minimuam performance in giving t0 those oone

eerned reliable information prtor %0 and during the progress ot |
~ the flllhto :

ofe
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Subjeats  Report of mrﬁuc‘s&mh;"z;le vmi.}wzv.“"

o

a1, It may be agswied thet. thc vy will be called upem
1o attenpt resoue of erew and pesssngers of a transpacifio
¢lipper should one untortunately be forced down at sea, Flans
for coordinated ressus e¢ffort in the Hawaiian /rea have been
under consideration for the last several months. They provide
for jJoint action loosl agencies of the Navy, Gomat Guaxrd
and Fane-/msriean Alrways. +1he greater part of the t.rampuifi‘
alr route is dbeyond the effective rudius of local foroes.
Therefore, it would appoar desirable to provide tentative plans

od,
‘23, mlpmt.omu of. paruoulur lnmoat are lnoludod in

. Enelosure (A)} they vere nlootod from a toul or 585 dispnohu

oomwning the ooarmb.

8%, There ax'o appendlod roporta of the Ommd&w orrnor

UeSe0eGaCo I""A...CA; (omnanding Offioer, USS COLORADG; end Comman~
der, Destroyer Scuadron Two, together with treek charts ot the
nub.h and plmu putﬂoipnung in tho search, i ATt

L o'.\a.' MURFIN,

Omandor-mochuf U.8. Tleet (z). :
Comdr. liawniiean Seotion; U,.8. Coast Guard.
Ooudr. Fieet Alr nuo, )"url lHarbdor.
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WUTL AN In..u...z) PROCZAT ON DIUVIOUSLY ASGICGHEDL LUTY OF ¥OL) OWING
ATLUIRARY FULL PAA! «ummmn ;mr;:i'r LGNTH DEBARK BAGHLGTON RUTC AND

RA_VAL RLB VRS SIATTLE THENTY SIXTH r'.mxw BWAN JULLKD AND DIRIQTRD

PROOLED POLAT ANIRM ATASCGA CONTIIUING UARCH HIR ASAXCNID MIEA

' WiICH JTG IAD COMPLETED TO LAT GA4Y 30U mﬂ' B

d uml cmmz”m
- TO & CULORAIO g.O.JDE.bROH B

ros Mb«-’i’s U RARCH QHW

0011 OOHDE SRONB TAXE GRARGE ALL umm IN CEARCH AREA PRNIOD spAanca
OF FHOENLIX mwﬁv AlZA CORBLLENLD COMPLRTED PRAICD UPOH uuwxcmon
FURL LNG DS C00XEN . ¢ hwilaDy REULLASED SRARCH LUTY AliD PRUCEID PRie
VACUALY MGIQHAL DUTINS F%OMH( lﬁumh&ﬂt SJUDIQATTED COL ARALO
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. "FROMI  OOLPOUNTZEN

i -‘nm. SO QUNTR N

AR July, 1907,

FROMS  JOITOURTEEN

T0 1 OPNAY ! :
0018 N STROYEN: L EAIUUTUN (mCUP "0 FUZL FHOM COLORANO T3 ¥COREWOCH

- LARILOTUR GRUUP TU START SLARCH MORNING THIRTL IR FIOM POD:T ouxoxl

LAT 0230 NuiTH LONG 197 WE.T DA3K GOUNSZ SOUTH GWAN AND 17A3
- PROCHEDLG TOWAND JOU'I‘I(K.(N ul..utm GLLULEIT GROUP 0938%

18 July, IMO

TO 1 OPNAV

@018 LEXINGTUR QOIS ABAkRaU 'mm MBORNING FENIOD WRATHER.

C PEEMINTING BXPaTs IN FIVS DAYS TO COVER ARSA DOUMDID AS rouLowa
LATITULSG @ DEORUET KUnTiL 70 Apmou T:{LY 8 INORER3 S0UTH Lolole
TUDE 178 80 w157 TO 175 30 EAST ¥ 050D ITAGCA ARDAVING AROMAL
ISLAND WL X WIL G T0 DICIN SRANS H oY CILBEZRT. JBAN XNROUTR TO
ASIIST A1TA CLDEAT STARGH #5410 CULCRADO ARRIVES OFF PRARLHARBOR
SIXTRHTY FOR ball. AND GTORLI TUH PAOCREDL au.mmcmco WILL WOT
ABUIRE w*:x. r:wmxmnaa 0940" ,

14 suy, 2097

70 OP!XAV '

iy oou ITAJ&J\ B anun ziGU"fD TMMA ARD vx SINITY SWAN T0 Jmmaﬁ :
o VACINITY mUNMlia - TUODAY BuTH VEIILG 10 GARSULLY SEARSH UNINHADITED

Lol AHDS I ARCAS ASGICHED TIM ARD SUCH SBLARCH AS DERMAD BSLENTIAL

A ROIABITID ZSLANKG LiillNCTuli CORTINULIG A3 OUTLIRED IN Y& i1:RDAYS =

TREPUAT DAYS WORE INTEAFSAAED GATH LY HUAVY RAIN OQUALL BUT GOle
SLDARD SaTLIVACTIRY TobsYs POL T ¥ URGOIN LAT 01 20 aou'rt wm
480 BALS www RN ovao* e

15 mp 183%

| wFROLS | vdm'umm’m

TO 5 ORNAY

 00L0 SWAN AND ITAJCA GITINULK SEANCH OILMERTS XXPZOT TO RELTAZK

TS NI ARGA CUUMPLETED PROUANLY SATURDAY LAXINGTOR CONTINULNG.

SEARUT ANBA PRAVIOUSLY RAPORTLD TODAYS POLiT GRIGIN LAT 0180 NORTH

LONO A0Q BAIK GOUIGE RORTA PERIOD PLAN BEING FOLLGYLD 68 PLANS3
FIRGT DAY 48 THERBAFTER PLANGD DIVIDED HQUALLY EAGH FLANK GFACED

8 MILSS JuaAidl OUT FROM FLANKS 90 MILZ3 8 YLICHTS PER DA! ADVANGIRG

i mmn' B4 zm.m FIFBT DAY 160 unmm a0~

16 2wy, 2997
wmous  ouramrzm T
0 1 . GPHAV
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Sl 16 July, 1937 (eontinued)
Q006 ITASGA COMPLIEITD 5HRARSH NORTI:EM GILDBIRTS JUAN COHTINUING

O BOUTIHRN CIDICE Lo LGN GUEPLYETED A SGHEVULKD FOR TESTEADAY
£ TODAY HTARTI FROM LAT 0400 NORIH LOnG smx SEVEN L.IGH'I' RAIT FIRST

BAGR QOU n »E WhST OPLY"

| | 27 day, 1939,
CWFRGS un.!.‘i"mm” :ml ‘ , i
PO, A GEMY T e L !
Q017 SHAN, OULFLSTLD Ja.biull SOURILM GILBRRTS HAB BALN ammrn

FULTHRR §iARGE DUTY ROG PLUCHIDING PAALUAIGUR 1TA3CA REILIKVRD
GhAnGd DUTTS LINGTCD ROPORT HABALZIAN SLCTION QOA:T UUARD NOW
PROCLLD LG HOMLAAD 2R Iub LUALCTON T4uTiADAYT CUMILETHED FOLLOWING

©AREA LATS 0830 AlD 0830 NONTH LUNGS 170 20 end AY0 48 2A3T TODAYS
PLAN POLAT OF URZGAN LAT oaoo m.rt'm l.ouo xn 86 AST BASE owm

BAST 1000'
u m. l”’.

0 OPNAV ‘ : :
0016 CEITERD. AY SBARSH bOxi.PL,i’.rEL Al .mm:dfl, m Py IOD TUDAY CLEANIRG

UP RAIN M. 5 TN ARGAS SBARGIID FOUNTATH FAFTELNTH OXVENTEOMH
‘ mn PRUSAULY. FXid N ARRAS TV TONTSAST GF SR 09RO S
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* 60164800 . i b TREASURY LwARTMENT . "' "o’ o

39 %o 23 Jupe, 1937: ‘ : i “' i o g

. to the westward of the 1sland awaiting daybre
. 24 June, 13571 '

‘Rovland Island this data and drifted during night on. tne les side of

. on runways and precautionary efforts connaocted with Earhart tlight.
Organizad task groups for landing and take off dutio:.~

< 0245 and interaittently uururur. Barly ruopuon poor. .c 0810

UNITLD ETATLS COASYT GUARD
' nonolulu & K.,

T

ITASCA ., e e e 29 July, 1937,
Froms . . COmmnnding Officnr IIAS”A.~ ' oy £ §
To ¢ =+ Commandant, l4th Kaval District,Peurl Karbor.f‘ﬂ. ) ?
i iy (Via COnnandcr, unwaiian 8ection.) A
Subjects  Earhart Flight, : | | «

; 1.  The following report is subnitted hmrowua tor your
informations

~Enroute to Howland Island, 2058, on the B2rd raised Howland Ise
land besring 30 degrees true, distance 7 nilm:i :toppad and drlttod

0’ elosed 1sland, ltopped and drifted, Lowered boats and com-
menced ianding stores and equipnment together with gasoline and equipe
mont for Earhart flight, Complaetad landing of stores and equipment at

the 1 ’land S
23 June, 1977s

Procoedad to Baker Island where hove to at 0847 and comnonced lande
ing stores for that island vhich duty was complated at. 1h03o,,

26 to 30 Juna, 19370
. Roldina position off snd on loe side of aowlnnﬂ Islnnd Awaiting o

arrival of Amelia Earhart plane from Lae, Rew Ouinea, During this
period Department of Interior personnel and technical aides at work

EEPRUS

b § July, 19371

1888, received verirication from San Francisco Divialon that
Amelia Earhart Putnam had departed Lao, New Duinea at noon, Lno tina,
and was enronto to nﬂwiand. j : :

2 July, 1957

Made preparation during aight for lcndinx task gtoups 1n con~
nection with plane flight, Vessel in contact with Barhart plane at

D e i A

"
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801-84-800. 7/29/8‘ = :
ITASCA, Earhart Flighte . . . .

sent task group ashcre to take stations for landing of plano. 0614
Earhart reported position 200 miles out of Howland, Commenced laying
heavy smoke screen at daylight. 0645 Earhart plane reported position

- 100 miles out, 0742 plane reported apgarently over the island and gas
running low but no land fall., 0758, :

ang reported circling and re-

quested transmission on 7500 kecs for bearings. 0800, plans reported
reception of our signals but unable to obtain a minimum for bearing,.
0843, plane reported as being on line 157-337 and rmnning north and
south, no refersnce point given, reception excellent. signalled
ghore garty to return to ship as by this time fears wcro feit that the

Rarhar
returned at 0912.

plane had probably landed wide of the island., Landing party -

. As soon as thc plane had indicated that it was still alott at 0843
and gossibly on a line which would provide a land fall it was deemed ade
visable to retain homing p osition at Howland with the von:clvfor S0Mo= ~}‘

o)
. .
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time on the possibility that the plane might still come in,
At 1040, it was definitely assumed that the plane was down so got

i nhdorway at full speed and commenced the search ian the area wnhich at

that time seemed most logical.

During the last half hour prior to getting underway an estimate of
the situation was made based upon the following facts and sssumptionss

"FACTS"

§1) Flying conditiona withina raGhis or 40 siles of Howltnd
cxce ent, wind east 8 to 13 miles, ceiling unlinitmd, ses snooth.

(b) Visibility south and east of Howland excellent and unlimited

as far as could be observed, Sun rising clear and bright and 1|1and,

ship and smoke screen in the glare thereofs.

(c) Visibility north snd west of Howland cxoollent to horizon °
but beyond that continuous banks of heavy cumulus clouds. : )

(d) Plane transmissions had indicated flight through cloudy and

. 'ovcrcast skies throughout the night and morning.

(e) Plane transmissions had indicated that dead reckoning dis-
tanco had been aeconplished.

(f) Plane signal strongth hizh nnd nnch;n;od during lalt hour

of transmission.

(¢) Plane's lino (o poaitxon?) indicatod doad rockon1n¢ run
corroct.,

und 5?1.. to novlnnd, wnro oxncllont throuxhaut tho ni;ht.

Stellar navigntin; possibiltties, nouth and east of Howland =

L
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801-54-800, 7/29/37. B la e R _ ‘
ITASCA, Earhart Flight, = - ——— - ol
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£ July, 1937 cont'ds
v "ASSUMPT
(a) That plane obtainad no fix durinp latter part of flight dua
to visibility and assumed further this due to flying in cloudg woather
u

and conditions which did not exist south and sast of Howland t‘did
exist north and west,

(b) That line of position obtnined was a "sun" line obtainod when

“they emerged from the cloudy area north and west of Howland and prosum-

ably the only obssrvation made during the latter part ot the rlighto
Further assumead that this line was correct, at

§Q) Assune that planevnay have missed smoke screen ahip or is~
land visually dus to their lying in the glnro of the risinz sun,

Sd) Assumed further that plane passed within 200 niles of How- 5
land Island and north of 1t.

'(e) Assumed that plane may have carried line of position found
along line of flight for the period necessary for navigator to work

‘and plot line of poaitlon not in excess of 100 miles,

&f) Apsunme plnno did not come down within a radius of 40 lllol
of Howland, ; v

Upon roregoing facts and lssumptions it was decided that the most
logical ares of scarch lay in a sector of a circle between 40 miles and
200 miles off of Howland Island and between bearings 337 and 45 trueth

- from that island, Search was accordingly laid down in accordance wi

this estimate,

The following Department of Interior personnel were left on How-
land in excess of normal personnel for the purpose of assisting the

lanef g‘ by any chance, it naared tho 1sland during the abaonce of i

Ah Kin Leongy Albert K. Akana, Jr.) Iillinu Tavnrus;
Carl Inhalewai and Hanry Lau,

'Frank CIPRIANI, Radioman, second claas, Us84CeGyCo was left ashore

- 4in chnrgo of high frequency radio direction apparatus to obtain bearings,

if possidble, on the plane. Bearching throughout the day to the northward
of Howland Island and during the night with searchlights, Extra lookouts
posted and all hands on alort. In nddit&on to tho ctrortc boing nnde

. -‘3. !
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' IT4SCA, Earhart Flight.

'<lgnd Island thaere was no alternative other than %o abaacdon the search
‘temporarily for the Earhart plane and proceed as incéicated in the ahove

j'was 8till maintained with searchlibhts. _
g, July, 19878 - ‘

L proving or disproving the raports nhich could not consistontly bo 1gnored.
‘Maintained search throughout the nay.' _

“Island using rectanfular aearch mothod and continued throug hout the dey g'
' and nigut. : : : i : ] e

' to reported positian of planc. Arrivod about duak broadelating on plane

) ’ .
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601-64-300, 17/29/37.

-----'--------’-’-- .------‘ﬂ-’“--‘----

2 July, 1937 cont'ds -
by the ITASCA, suggested to Comnanﬂer, Ha.aiian Snction, the aesirnbil-, .o

:'ity of o Navy sea plane search from Pearl Harbor, ‘Reeeived information
from the San Franciseo Division ti:at there was a possaibility that the

plane mizht use radio on tne water and further that possibility of floate -

- ing a congiderable time extellent together with an emargnncv ruﬂbor boat

and. plenty of emergency rations cerrvied, e 7‘

At 2145 received definite instructions from Commandant, 14th Naval = /i
District, to bo at ilowland Island at daybreak Saturday, & July, 1977 to . =
provide tender service {or plane which had left Pecarl ﬁerbor at 1928, i3
In view of the fact that the plane was slready in the air earoute to Howe i

noted ordersj course was accordingly changed for Bowlnnd Ialand. Bearch

Arrived off Howland at 0710 in accordance with instructlons, 0719,
.receivod information that Navy plane was turning back to base on. account
of extremely bad flying weather -80 resuned search to the northward which
continued taroughout the day, HRoeelved informetion f'rom San Franeisco
Division that four separate radio statinns at Los Anjeles reported receiv-
ing Earhart position 178 uith 1.6 in doubt. In view of possibilities of.
the plane being able to transmit on the water as indicated in prior in-
formation staod west to this latest reported positiorn for the purpose of

it i e T e e

S e

3

' 4 July, 19378

Took up senrch during the 4th from 180th meridimn towarda Howland

!

5 July, 1937: '

s 0 242 reueived infornation from Haraiian Section that Naval Radio
Station Wailupe had intercepted the following messagep "281 NOKTH HOWLAND
CALL KHAQG BEYOND NORTH DONT HOLD WITH U8 MUCH LONGER ABOVE WATER S{UT OFF",
Yith the possibility of plane transmission on the water still existing stod
north towards the position indicated in the foregoing intercept and ade
vised all steamers in the vicinity of the poassibility of the plane Yeing .
down at that point. Contacted Howland Island in an endeavor to ohtain a
bearing from that point on the reported plane and report firom Howland gave 3§
a bearing which conformed to the report, Eearched to the northward enroute ! -
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B July, 1937 cont'dl‘

'Continued search throubhnut the nighb.-~

-mandant, ‘14th Naval Diatrict to report to UsEeSe COLORALDO for duty gnd cone-
" menced. taking fuel by destroyer method, Recelved from COLORALO commissary

8 to 16 July, 19874

.orders of Comm andtnm Officer UsS. 8. COLOnADO.
b - July, 1987:

B G . T e S an Ll

. * s - i’
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801-64=300, 7/29/37.
IT!\SCA. Earhart Fll"hto

.“----.\.---‘---‘------‘--‘“‘ﬁ---‘--.

SR TGS S

rrcquoncios and uaing saarchli7rts 1ntermittentlv for visual signﬂls.

At 2100 1izhts which had the appesraznce of f£lares were sighted to the
northward and stood up to investizate,. These reported lichts hudjevery
indication of a bursting green rocket but were finally determined to be
attrituted to meteoroloz!cal shower which vwas reported both by the Hove
land Island Station and U.u.o. SVAll, At 2215 icentified Engli ih stezmer
MOORSBY who had diverted from her normal eourse to aqsint in the seareh.“'
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8 July, 1937c.:A Al .
' Procesded south snd. east during the nisht b §ftaas Sinhbionn Wil
UeSeSe COLORADN on the morning of the 7th for fuel purposes, At 1445 ree-

ceived iustructions ¢~ report for duty to the Commandant, leth Naval Dis-
triet, and reported as indicated, At 1545 received Ainstructions from Come

formed,.
7 July, 19373 . , | i
Contacted UsG.5. COLORADO at 0745, Closed her at 0833 and 070X come

stores a8 requesteds While fueling Comw,ndinv Officer conferred with Come
manding 07Cicer COLORADO relative to szarch progzram ond the general site
vation up to-date. 1010 Complected fueling from the COLORADO, cast off and

stood southward and vestward for search area outlined in conferance. : :

R S R

Searchod area south and west ‘of Baker Island in aocordanca vith

. 0945 COHDESFON WO 1n charge of semrch. Continued search as 1&&1— .“
cated in ori;inal orders. 2824 recelved instructions from COMPESRON TWO
to praceed to ARORAL Island in tho Gilbert Group and shaping course ac=-
cordinglye. v At ; i s 8

12 July,. 19370

: P*ooccdinz toward ARORAI Island, Lower Gilberta, to 1nvostigatc
that island and otherl as Lndicated in ordors. s ‘
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" Resident Commissioner at TARAWA Island stated that contact between the

| sgsaeate '*ﬁ":ﬂ;m?’-,"a:wvey@::: s

3
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601-84-800, 17/23/37 A | L E Q
ITASCA, Earhart Fiight, : o - gl

13 July, 19578 | it T .

- Raised ARORAI Island at 0600 and stood. off shore to await furthor .
{nstructions from Naval command, Received final instructions to visit -
certain i1slands of the Gilbert group at 0700 and stood for AFORAI, 0835 - |
stopped off ARORAI Island, native canoe came alongside with native magis- |
trate who came on bosrd and conferréd with Commanding Officer, 0850 land-
ed tvwo commissioned officers via native canoe with the permiassion and as-
sistance of native Magistrate for the purpose of interrogating local in- s
habitants relative to the passage or wreckage of the Earhart plane, 1050° |
officers returned with negative reports on their efforts, 14082, underway |
proceeding to TAMAMA Island, 1513 hove to of{ TAMAXA Island, iszo na-
tive cance with native Magistrate came on board &nd departed with commis- .

. sloned officers to interrogate loeal natives. 1714, duty officers return- -
ed with nogative informstion. 1730, underway and stood to the northward
and vestward along the Gilbert: chain.

"14 July, 19373

1322, stood in close to Ieo ﬂide NAUUKI Island but held no communie-
cation as no native boats came out tnd the surf breaking too hesvily for .
surf boats unfamiliar with the locality. 142’ underway from NAUUKI Is-
land to intercept two native canoes sighted. 1452, stopped alongside of
native cano® but 7ere unable to obtein inflormatica due to their inability

to speak English, 1510, set course for XURIA Islend where arrived at 1610
under the reef and drifted, Lowered surfboat and contacted native Magis-
trate who stated that the islends of this group were in close communication
and that no information was available concerning any plane or wreckage, - e
1710, underway to the northward and westward, {nstructionz having been 1
modified regnrd1n§ particular islands to scarch and the reporting of this -
veassel at TARAWA lsland, the Division Headquarters, being deemed essential, |

16 July, 13371

RS

FOU Sl SRR SN o I SR

0850, raised TARAHA Island end stood 1n to restvard of reef, 0850,
stoEped and drifted off channel entrance. Dispatched Lieutenant Command-
H, Baker and representative officers ashore in motor launch asnd motor
surfboat to report the arrival of the ITASCA in the Gilberts officially
and to explain the wvesselt!s mission, At 1480 motor boats returned with
following 1nforuation€ the senior Commissioner received the party gra-
ciously but declined to receive the visit as offficial owing to the fact
that he had received no prior notice of the vessel's arrival in the Gilbert - %
graup. He requested the ITASCA to notify the Resident Cormissioner at 5
cean Island which latter report was accomplished by COMDESRON TWO, The @ |

RINET T SR S e SR

d.,...- ST SRR

S

northern islands was close and that mo information had been received of iy
the passage of the Earhart plnna or any wreckage therefrom. He further

R N R e
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To ¢  .Commendan

15 July, 1927 cont'ds '

stated that a8 definite lookout had been kept for the plane at his in-
structions since the flight. 1455, with all boats secured, set course
torard the southward at standard speed, Advised COMDESRON TWO fully

a8 regards the situation to-date and was directed to proceed to Howland
Island for the purpose of picking up personnel and stores enroute to
Aonolulu, : s L S : : ' '

16 Suly, 19371 -

Enroute to Howland Island from the Gilberts. 1505, released from
duty in search area by COMDESRON TWO and reported to Commandant, 14th’

‘Naval District, 1725, relieved from further search duty by Commandront,
- 14th Naval District and reported to Commander, Hawaiian Section. 1740

received orders to proceed to Honolulu, T. He

W. E. THOMPSON
Commsznder, USCG.

@ b W S s W @ w @ e ah G G W e s e Wl B B e w e @ B @ @ B W @ W, ®

HAWAITAN SECTION 601-64-800 First Indorsement. 'Honolulu, T. H.

: , 29 July, 1087,
Froms  Commander, Hawaiian Bection, A : ' ;
t, 14th Naval District, Pearl Harbor,

. XN 'Fornrd‘agl.

F. T. KENNER,

i Og By direction, - g
. ‘,’.' | y ; FHL {‘
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601-84-800. 17/29/37
ITASCA,  Earhart Flight., =
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v il ol SAIR LSS e o . Pazsage, Poarl Hardbe r, To Hop
: GG lB_July, 1237
Frﬁat ‘V'-"Cqmmaﬁding'ofricrr.
. To 3+ = Comwnndant, Fourteenth &mvnl “l,,.i t.
Subjeets 3;’ﬁcsu~o Esrhart Search by thm l.h.1 - COLOTALD,

(In C‘AP'B Search Groupn)e -

o Tuly, 1027, the Q;t.u..ﬂﬁnv A0, Cantodn
‘ilhnln Le I'riudell, Us 8o Navy, Commzn? ic;. arriVﬂ” nt lHanoe
luluy, Te He The b. s tie. COLIUAT D w8 oporsbing in acecoriance

Cwithrannroved onernt Ln’ sche’ule on a one *anth"‘trulninm

eruiae of the Naval Deserve Af'tcora xrnin“nr Corps Studsate

‘L from. *hﬂ Un1v0r91?5 of Californin, end .umfbln ton. ALso on

brard wore four distingsiished ‘uﬂﬁtﬁ of the Hrvy Drctor Marim

‘ CLuther Brittain, President ol the Georgle Schdol of Technalogy, -
Loetsr Lee Paul Lleg, President of the University of ¥a hin'tnn,

Doctor Orarles. Dp.l‘th, Junfor, iean of tho College of Enzinccre

- ing, University of Califarnie, end {oaetor Jormes ¥eohington Bell,

Profesgor of Money end Danking ond Member of the Acminisirative
Board. of the Greoduste uchwal, Horth~ﬂs?"rw Univeroity. These’

distinguished guests of tho Navy sers all connse%sd with gchools

that tove on active »art in 4he Navrl lesorve 0fficers! Traine
ing Corpse .Leveral officors end mon of the Havel fHeserve vere

bxer* for tr 2ining. mubmﬁwtinh the regular chip's company of the

7.» .Q' CQLOHAL ®

" The. UsEiBs Caloraﬂn had Cetorpad ot Hile, Hewntd,

for a plennnnt weleone and & two dey visls, had fired SUCCeSSe

fully, by the NeRe0,TeCe & moiified Bhort Hange Battle Practice
in.the Lahrina Aran, und wes borthed et Pler £, Honolulu, Te Ho'
iv Tuesday Hvrninb, 6 July; 19 Teo :

“ . On the worning of 1 July ‘1987, (ﬁanwlulu ths)
X"s. Am*lia Iﬂxhart Patnae, and her ﬁari»«tor, Hre Fred Je
Noonon, took off. from New Guinea for Howleond Ialsnd in the Locke
heed plane known ag o flyinz latoratory in shich they were spe

<="roanh1ny the ond of 8 fligcht arcund the yorlde -Hotlend Ise
S 1nnd 40 loeatsd in hatitude 0%=47' Horth, Lon:is u*c 1780420
Woate It 1 1,030 miles from Honolulu, T

E., and 42 the

noar est 1ana o tha Haweiisn Izlznds in the direetion of the
fllgqt. It 12 an islond two miles in lenyth, and 1,000 yards
vides It 43 twenty flee$ hizh, Eouth 'nd east of Howland {n
Latitude 09121 North, Longitude L78%=-3x' Vst is Bakor Islend .
also twemty fcet high. It 1a one nile in Lenzth and’ 1,500
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ing vty destroyers and planes from Pearl Hartor, 4, H.
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On Wa BIE: nﬂ I ) nd th ere a“c four wéathop w%se*vars

fror Eonslulu ojuipned with a direetion. finder for this fli?*

snd & rodls for communication with the Honoslulu Rzdln Statis r,
and the Crngt Goard Cntter ITASCA, On Baver Island sve t‘our
obaoxvnr' from anolulu alsd ovuippﬂd vith & rualo.

o - The ITA CA, uader Lhe Coxm nd of Conﬁ*ﬂ tor We U ,
Thomnson, United utatas Co ast Gu ur,, and been pleced on station
jnﬂar'thn 1sland for the nurﬂouﬁ Af guarding tho f1ighte Tho ',
IT:.Ch had come from the Vost Cosst fwr thiﬂ »Lrwﬂse. Tno
IT/2CA had' previously boen stetls ned at ! ﬁnnlulu, and the
personnel were faqiliar .1vh the watera end 1”]“1 ‘s, ar»*ho

vielntty, .© = . A

g out n- ony srtﬁ'y, Jvly, 14357, vard vas recslved
in Isnolulu that th» Barhart P‘rne had nat arrived 54 Howlond
Island, ‘The ITATCA pasorted. that 0742 (danm plus )1} ’ime)
the Earhart 2lane had been CﬁﬁtdCueﬂ, and the plane reported
only sne=hslf hour of fuel, nd land fall and 1011t10n ﬁeuht- -
fule, The contaot gt 0846 “Mﬂ rewﬁr,n* ong . hu"“rv” miias from

. the ITAZCA then at Ivwlend Lalend, “ut no. rolative hcﬂrin

vas jivens At 0248, the plane rejoried line 8f positism 157
¢37 but no refortnce po'ﬂ,. The ITASCA furthor repnsrted that -\
at 1220 zho would ¢ommence search to the: nqr,nwastvnrd for .

.tho olane.,,

B The 11 A‘CA re; rorted later thal ohe had reeeived no
rord a8 to the couwrse =ni speed or nositi-n of the plone hut
belioved that tho plane was dawn to the northneat, !nvinb
pagsad Hovland Ialand, sand due to the glare of the rising sun
hod missed gseoing Howland. In‘nnn or *he ITASCA vhleh had been
cmakin, h;avily 1n rler to saslst In being airhtnd.

‘ The resson £ar the IT[sCA's penreh o the narth"asto
vard wans not kmern until cantn “4%h the ITASCA was node
several 2nya lator end in nrrqti)n w08 then received that on
the Na“uin of 2 July,1037, at Howland the visibility hod
been ¢lesr exeept to the. wnat end north, and 4f tho plane hod
been close to Hovland it was ballevaed tﬁo {sland or the IIA»CA
would lave bnqn casily saen except from the northwest,

T Puiriﬂs from the Navy ch;r&n@nt ta the Conmﬁzdwnt
Faurtvsn.h linvul District, as to the praogticadility of 3naro§2
©one
nouf. the fagt that the position of Howland leund, 30 wiles
from Honolulu procluded sny searching of that oros belng 0one
fugted without a bLuge in the imredlate vicinttf far nither
destroyera or planos.
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TALJO;, TALAGER, and {HIPPIOIVILL werc ordered out o eover

‘the path nf the Nﬁvy Plang, This plcnw raturned to Honslnlua- ;
sa ! oly Yy 1300, Oaturday,’ & July 7, and no further plancs :
were ﬂcs:at“ncc from Pecyl dartor far the Grarch Arces The i
faur ship )

{ U.N.u. »{AJ ¢ ntinued on tywards Hoviand Islend,

cof the Distriet dnd Ay Dase reolasiye to the urohable prth

rm"ﬂ\'*‘*’ﬁ' xR
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In the aftornocon of 2 July -Lisutenant Varrem D
Brarvey, UsEe ilavy, in & sorplene took aff from Poorl Hir! 3r,
T.h., for search in ths vicini ty of .hs Ho~1rnﬁ Iulqn or
the uawqqrt plante : :

\ Tas U.uo\‘ COLORATO waz made uVﬂ“ahlw,xo the Cone
nindmmt, Fourteeath Naval Disc.ivt, for use ey a so&r*hiwg s
vyenrsole J‘Lt Q! /)O’ vunﬁt‘l‘”"}a". S, Jlll 1‘%.,7’ the LJ.; otie COLOY A‘O
left Honolulu for Pearl Harbor, - “ith srders to fuel prior to

‘devnriing for vhc 6narch Arta. h.llﬂ at Pearl Rarbor additional

atores ol gasoline, -riratin&.oll and aviation oll, were taken
on boarde ', : : e R T Tl

At 0770, ihe Pp ol ’ltnﬂ rwxn»t%d vr'pOSILion*a€' 

Latituda 6925 iorth, Longltude 172000! {‘33, trnt the - 0 S §
- woather wasg ex*rcvcly bad and thet 1% wag necesssry for hor e
to roturn to Pearl Harbore G e : s an ek P o8

: . The Udlebe CHAN hnd baen despatehed from the Fleot
Alr Baso, Pearl Harbor, T.H., with sunplies for the Novy
plane in the ovent,*‘.,,i reachod Boulund Islsnd and cone
dueted 8 scarch froa theres In order to guard the Pastrol
Plane on 4ts roturn "1ight to Pearl Harbor, the U.8.Se DENT,

*

N e L

were dlreeted to return te Pearl Hartore The.

: hile pt Posrl ﬂar%?r th&.Camman@ing O7ficor of the.
PRI udu» A.D r‘Cﬂivmd ihstructions from the Comsaniany, :
Fourtcenth Naval Distriet, Rsar Admival Orin G, ﬁurkiﬂ, d. e -

avy, and esuferrdd wlith the Com:anding Orficer, Flees Ay
Pase 'Cuut\ir Kennoth ¥hiting, U.8s Navy, ond OL;“P af{icers

‘5~«

snd locatd o af the Zarhard Plane in the event of a forced
Ianding. Tuis infornmation seoned ﬁo-inﬂicate that the nnst
robable v “aaon for missing q@vl%nv JIhnd wxuld be that of
nt"awgnr winds then nnrmully pxpoeted in the reglon, asd feiat ,
tast the plane had probably bean anrrtmd ‘soutineast of Howland, e
o greater distance than that from wvhieh Howland could be sighteds j
T‘ouo opinions lead the Comranding Offlcer of the UsB.5e COLOe
I'AiQy at this time %o believe thau southsaat at Boywland was
tho most likely nrou. :

"»
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The Conmnnding Orficer upon doparfure froa Pearl
Rarbor 1500, 3 July, 1927, set course for Howland Iallnd.

: Prlor to depnvturo from Peerl Hearbor, vword was ree
ceived that armateur operatore in the vicinity of Los Angeles
had 1n50rcngtcd position report 8‘ the Rerhart plane ea Latie
tvde 17 38! South, Longitude 179 Hast, Radlio watch was set
on 310* Kes and 6210 Kes, the frequencies knoim to have heen
used by the plane, in addition to the regular watch.en the

'distress freguency, 500 Kees Contact wos rade vis broadecazt

receivers with the radio broadces ting stations in Honolulu
which wvere delivering an almost constsnt streem of inforration
relutive to aircraft reports ot reception of mesaagoa from

the plane, - . -

: The broadcnsting stntione &nd the ITACCA continued
to send messages to the plane, On the night of ? and 4 July
no signals were heard on the plana frr«ucncy by the ITASCA
or COLORALDO, but reports were rececived from Wyoming, Honolulu,
Los Angeles, Australia end other points that signals, and in
some c¢ises voice reports, had been received from the plsne, -
It vas &also reported thet an unbroken carrior »ave was heard,
both the night of 2 July snd the night of 4 July on the plzne
frequencys, There was na doubt thst meny ustations were cnlling
the Earhart plane on the plane's freguency, some by voice and
others by signale, All of these added to the confusion end

. doubtfulness of the authenticity of the reports,

: At this ti-o the Counanding Ofrfieer, U.B.5. - COLORADO
stated that pending further inforastion it was his plan braed
on the present inforiration, search operations conducted :nd
being conducted by the IT/ ECA and information obtalned (rom
officers at the Naval Air Station, Pecrl Hurbor and a knowledge

- of winds and currents in the vicinity of Hovland end Baker Ise

land to conduct search operations upon arrival at Howland Is-
land in the area southecst of the island, The search to be

conducted &3 follownss The UesS8.85¢ COLORADO to steam eanzt slong

the equator, the planes to be launched from tha ship %o secarch
to the nbrtﬁward 8ixty miles then e st for twelve miles then
south pasaing the COLORADO to sixty miles south of the track
of the COLORADO and then to complete the rectungle and return
to the ships Upon return to the ship, the planes were to be
serviced and with new pllots take off for search of the next

rectangle, It was expected that rour rlizhts of three planes

each e¢ould bn nado pcr dlr.
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On the Fburth of July word was rececived that
C:rtain Jonathan §, Dowell,

UeSe Navy, in Command of the LFfoGTOK Group, eonsisting of
INGTON, The DRAYTON, the CUEHING anc the LAvson, vas -

proceeding to the senrck crea,

" During the ninht of 4 =5 July, conatont redio

':enich was conducted, The COLORALO heard the carrier vave

which had been previously reported by other strtione, The
Broucea:ting Stotion in Honelulu had been requeszting the
zlanc, 1f the brosdersts were heard, to send a message snd

f unsdle to send a message to send sipnals by mesns of cute

ting the cartier vave on and off, Another station reported that.

ansvering signals had been heard but none of the ztations ree .

porting having hecrd signals sgreed on any one specific reply

" signal, -About mid-night 4 July, word was recotved thet the

plane cerried no emergency radio equinrent and that {f the
plane had landed on the water the engines would be partly
subrerged and the radio ecuipment -ould be unadble to transmite
This gave rise to the belief that the plane wes on lend, if

. the sisgnals heard or messnges re091Ved vere to be eon. iderod

in nny voy nuthontic.
At 0220 the 5th of July 19’7, vord was receivad :

"that operntors in Honoluld had received a messsge from the

plane thst its position was £681 miles north of Howland Island,
It wvas further stated that this was believed to be suthentie

&3 three sep:rate operators had heard the report.

This Informztion placed a.dif ferent picture in

. view, for if the poaition was corrict it ould indicate that

the plane was on the water, rnd if signaols were actually hesrd .

- a3 had been believed, then the plane wust be on land or cble

to transmit {rom the waters The UsSeSe¢ COLORADO was still.

- too fur sway to esuse a.chenge of course for the reported posie
"tions The ITASCA snd SWAN leflt thair positions immediately

and procesded towards the posnition £31 miles north of Rowland
Islend, The &5 KOORBY which was nesr the reported position
groceeded torsrds the position given, arriving on the 5th of
ulye The SWAN resched Latitude 5O North, Longitude 17£0-459
West, and commenced searching to the wnstrnrd. The ITAICA
roacﬁnd the reported position late in the afternoon of & July,
‘The COLOEADD during the 5th of July sontinued on its course to
Howland Island, Due to the distince involved to the position

281 miles north of Howland Island, snd to Howland Island from
‘the position of the COLORADO at thi

8 time it would have served

no ugeful purpose to chawge the course of the COLORALQ directly. '

to the suspected position, In the event that the SWAN, ITABCA
and MOOKBY faeiled to locate the plane in the auapocted position
or area and radio information confirmed the original assumption

e of the plane dbeing in the southezst quadrant from Howland Island
‘ any chan;o nov would dolay ultimate search ot that regions
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: It was not necessery for the Conmanding Officer
to dccxdo until Tuezday forenoon on the course to follow,

2 During the 5th tvo despatches of considerable intrrest and

welght were received, The first despatch cast definite
doubt as to the location #s being £81 miles rorth of Howe
" land Islnnd, due to the fzct thnt it strted agein that the
plane could uot use radio if actually in the water, and the
_region to the north of Howland as previously strtel vas en-
tirely wotere fHence, if signals were reccived the locaticn
was definitely wrong, The other despatch referred to the
opinion of the technical aideés connected »{th the flight
thrt the plene won!d be found in thn,orig*nal line, whicﬂ
vould indicate a position through Howland Island and the
Phoenix CGroup, or in other words the southenst guadrant from
Hovland 1slend, These reports bore out the original assump-
. tion of .the Commanding Off{cer, »hich was based on 8ll ine
formation them svajlsble, that the loglcal quadrent for the
position of the plane b gl the nouthoa't nuadrant,

& : The cnrrier wave wes again heard during tho night
And the ITACSCA end the brondeast station in Honolulu eontinued
to broadeanst to the plene instructions as to the replies to be
gilven L{f the plane was heard, At 2132 on the night of the 5th
© the listeners in the radio room of the CULOPADO vere startled
to hear on the planp frequency, the words, “Earhart from .
. IThGCA did you send up a flnro’ If you did send up'"nother.
Plcaae g0 ahend, " :

At £140 the following was roceived, "Carhart Planc
from ITASCA, we mee aacnnd flare, we are coming for you, we
are starting toward you.® At £145, "We see your flare and
are proceeding towards you' these reporte econtinued to be
broadeast by the ITAECA, and apparently to a listening w:rld,
the position £81 mileg north of Howland Island in which the
~ ITASCA, SWAN end MOORBY were searching was the correct posi-

tion, It was therefore with great sadness that the follov=

ing vas received shortly therenfter, "Report in error, objpcti'

.8ighted are rpparently metesors Howland reported same effect,"
And the EWAN verified the opinion by reporting sighting meteors
atthe time the ITASCA was believed to de sighting a flare fro-
the Earhart Plane, .

. On the 8th of July, 1937, the Commandant, Pourtbcnth
Naval District was directed to take chnrge of all Raval Forees
based Pearl Harbor and those in the search area, The Coast

© Quard Luttor$ the ITASCA was furthef® directed to operate under ?j e
(v

. Commendant, Fourteenth Naval District, IThe Commandant,

‘Pourteenth Naval District, directed the Commanding Cfflcer

. U.S.6. COLORADO to take chs

* 4n the Search Area and ccordinate the Barhart Search Unlt,
“until tho nrﬂm of Co-audor Dnmyor ﬂquldrcu !‘vo. :
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. long, gerble indicatnd sond

; lanea, ths land areus of the

, Shortly after thn tlares were known to be felse
a report wag recaived that further 1nvest1gntion of the re-

port received on 3 July that on 2105 Kes a woman's volce had

mada four distross signal czlls follewsd by KHA(Q, followed
by "225 garbdble, Off Eorlnndﬁ battery very wesk, canft last
'

able eredulance wes given to’ tha poasaibility of the report
having been ectuslly recoived. The only banirs charted are
south and east of Howland Islends 4 roport vas recaived

© from dr, Putnam stressing tho Phoonix Iulnnd Group &nd stie
ting thet headwinds aloft hud been much stronger than expegte
~ed for the flight, Agein 1t was steted that the Lockhoed

Aircraft Englnoers ata*ed thnt the redio could not operate
unless the plane was on lend, It was further surgested by
Mr, Putnam, that a plane from the COLORALY inveatigato the
Phoenix Isiand Adron, The possibility that the positien
£081 miles north of Howland wans in error and might have been
south ané sgouthnast was also considored, A third report
also stated thot a strong signanl had been heard and a man's
voice eallin the XTASCAs A . fourth lighal report stated
*Position £8) miles north of Lowlsnd, drifting northwest,"

- This report wns dmrinitoly known later to be a false rcport§

The search Ln the northvest quadrant wes being
carried on by ships, The planes radio was belleved .to have
bean hoard, if some of the meny reports were presumed to be
authentlc, hence dn land, Conasiderations irrespective of
rodio had pointed to the southesst quadrant, and gt this
time still did, The southeast quadrent from Howland

‘gopt for one unverified report, still was the most liﬁoly.

The Commsnding Officer theretore decided to hold to his
original declsion, that of searching to the southeast of
Howland, with one nodtflcatio that being to search by
5hoenix Group, prior to the
go water areese Lnrge arcas of intervening vutcr. of

. course would bo covered &t the same t1l0¢

Aceordingly at 0800, Tuesday, th. ship's hsad,

'. was changed to 205° true and speed increased to eighteen

point three knots (18.8)s Arrangements wera mads in ans-
wer to a request from the ITACCA for & rendegvous with thatg -
ship for 0500, the 7th of July, for the se of fueling
the ITAECA and p rovisioning her from the COLORADO, | The
BWAN was. directed to moarch to Lntitudo Longitudo 175®
VWests, B

ale
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. The Commander Coast Guard sant word that he had
communicated with persona {amiliar vith the mathods of
nevigation of Mr, Foonnm, =2nd that Mr, Moonan would take a fix
ghortly before dawn, correct course foR dastination, and
determine line of position when near tha end of osbi-
nated.run, = This procedurs would allow a flight of about
300 miles without a good fix., = II short of zas, he probahly
would follow the ling of position to the nnarest lande The
line of position 8”78 - 157" was given in one of the last re-

7/ perts recelived from the plano, It was also stated in L
*cport thnt tha plane was short of gas, :

Considcring the question as to ‘what Hr. Koonan did iy ’E

éo, 41t must dbe conzidored which way he would steer on the
line, * To the northwest of Howland was wide stretches of
ocean, to the southeast ware spots of land, To a sezman
in lov wvisidbility the thiny to do when in doubt of own posi-

tion would be to head for thm open se2Ge . The land would be
the place to get away from,. T6 the Air Havigator with
position in doudbt and (lying a land plane it 13 apparent
that the thing to do would be to stosor dowm the line towards
the most probable land, To the Alr Havigatory land would
be a rescae, Just as the sea would be to the seaman, Would
snd Aid Mr, Hoonan do this or had he other reasons to do
otherwise? The answer was of course unknowm but logical
deduction pointed to the southsast guadrant,

-‘i

_ At day dreak, iodncsdAgo 7 July, the ITAGBCA not.
fueled and provtnionud from the COLOR Upon completion
the ITASCA was direected by tho Cowmandiag Officor of the
UsSeSe COLORARQ to procead to a point 0%-LO' South La titude,

- hongitude 178~ West, and from there to°saarch a sector, easte
ward and south: from a lino bearing 157" from that point and
%0 saarsh to the esptward a distance of 120 miles, This
poaition and area was chosen as a place for search due %0
thoroughly considering tho probable drift of the plane, had
4t landed on the morning of 2 July to the south of Eow 1and :
Island, while on a line 157° to or from Howland Island. The
ITASCA was furthor instructed to rectify thisz area to be
searched in accordance with the current found in the region
in order to continually take into comnsideration the d t of

- the plano Lr on the waters

: At 1435 tha COLORADO upproachad the 'oatwnrﬂ

chartod 1slands of the Shoanix Group and planes were cata-

pulted searching ahead for the charted position of the Reef

;:gigznd Bank north of Iinslow Reef and aouthnnst of Howland
g ;
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. directed to proceed to a point 2

543 l',7W ' UeBaBi COLORADO = -

Althouzh the planes nearchnd ahead from the shig
and crossod the Equator covering an advance of approximately 10

miles shead of the ship and bayond tha believed location of tho Roef

and &and Bank, and sevoral miles to the Lastward of the charted
sition it was not loented, At 1645, the planes were recovered
n & pos tion south of the Equator in iongitudo 1749 30! vest,
¥hen the planes were rexurned to the ship, the course of the :
ship was changed to 280Y until clear ¢f any possidle danger of

thie Raef and Sand Bank, and Winslow Rnef, and then to tha southe
ward., )

On the ath of. July, the SWAN renchod the position
Latitude 0% 00f, Longitude 175° in the afternoon, and was thon

South, 172° west, continuing
to cover a senrch across the northeaat aoction of the water
area of the Phoenix Islanda,

Tk 0857, the COLORADY launnhed plnnnn from 175%30¢

: Yest, 1% Bouth, and conducted &n East-Wast gearch over tha eharted

region of ¥inslow Reof and Reef and 82nd Bank, A thorough search
of this reglon falled to locats either of the two reefs, and the
wator covered showed no sizns of the Esrhart -Plane,

“ When the planes returned they were 5nmodintcly roruoled
and were zent out again covering together a front of saventy miles,
thirty-five miles on esch side of the coursee While the COLORADD
econtinuad ahendf the nlanas searched to the left thirty-five miles
then to the right cr oaaine the ship's course a distence of thirty-
five miles beyoqd the shints track, and then completing the yrec-
tangle, This method of search con%inued until 1538 wheh the

- planas returned with a report that although the visibility was exe

captionally good nothings was sighted, The next flight from 1820
to 1720 extended the advance of the goventy mile front to a total
of fifty miles, mnking an area of 3,300 miios covered by the lasd
tvo flights, *he rirst flight to tﬁo eastvard coverad at least
1&*00 square miles, From tha point of ragovery of the planes at
50 the COLORADD proceedad to Latitude SV-I7' South, Longitude

_175° West vhers m course of 180° was set for the night,

, Turing the previous twenty-four hours two reports of the .
12ne had hoen recaiveds A raport was received from Me bourma,

ustralia "Plana between Howland and Bamoa Group, ten hours Fest,"
Ho further information was given nor was the rcport vorifiod, The

other roport was received at 1800 stating that a reputable citizen

of Hilo at 151% had hsard Amelia Earhart call the ITASCA and the
ITAECA answer, The ITASCA was immediztely asked for verification
and stated that they had no words, What then did it wmesn, vas a Joko
Lntnndod, a rrand prupotr:tod or a liatakc made? :
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B foutn,‘ Longd tude 174

. Reef and
 that the other Islands did not or might not existe Thoy were

- however, all located by the planas anéd although they wore not

- the. in which Carondelot Reef was tocn, tha
~ from n.tr -eharted poslticn. ;
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The -ystefy'ias 80lved ahbrtiy by the report that the 1istener
had sccidentally turned in on ths "Harch of Time® broadcnst and

‘ balieved the reproduction and act&ng to be real,

At 0700 gn tha morning of 2 July in La titudc 3°540
~46% Wost, the COLORAIVU launched her planes

thae direction HeKoan Islnud. Gpon locating McXean and
searciiing the vieinity, the planss continuued to Gardner and tgcn
to Carvondelet Reef bofora returning to the ship in Latitude 4
%0' South, Lougitude 174°%-24' finst.  Aftor the valn soarch for
Ban# Bank and for ¥Winslow Reaf it was to ba expectod

in the exaot charted position thoy were ssen from a consideradble
distance and ‘the plnnes had no difticnlty in locating thea,

- ucKean Island showed unmistakablc signs of havin
one tize deen inhabited, . On the northwest side of the Isls
‘there appenrad bulldings of the a2dobo types No one was seen on
oither Cardner Island,or KHcKean Islnnd. .

MeKean Island was smuch that a plane could have made a"

safe erash landing eithoer on the beach or in the eenter of the

Igland, No dwellings appenrad on (ardner or any other signs of
inhabhitations 4 longzg shallow lagoon extends the ontiro length

- of tha Ialnnd and through most of the width,.

A nabplane souid dénd 1n tha 1ashon and Lt 48 baiteved

- that a. land. plane could maks a forced lsnding there, and the 0C=
. qupants walk ashorae., GCoral reefs cxtended out rron the shore Iine -

for about 150 wards, At Cardnor Island a four thousand ton tramp
stoanmer has wiied up hend on and remaing thore with her back broge -
en. Groves of Cocoanut palms grow on the wostern end and the =
entire island i3 covered with tropicnl vogohation. l:rinds of

hirds covcr both 1aland:.

. Carondelet Roef waa undar thnr but plainly oould bo
UOGn tron the plancs at a distance of 10 nile:.

. This was of interest in regards to the possibility !
ot linalor Reef existing and the Roef and Band Bank to the Morth-
wost ward of Winslow Reef, If the two existed, it is apparent Tromi

‘ thoy are many -110:
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: Upon recovery or tho planol trog the mo
flizht the ship continued on course 090° and a 1aunchod
planes in Latitude 4% 2Z' South, Longitude 173° 45' Vest,
The purpose of the flight in tho afternoon was to search the
water ahead of the ghip to locate Hull Island and to search
the island and the water in the vioinity for any nisns of the
lnrhart Plnno.

& As.tho plauoa-agproachoﬁ Hull Island nntivoq were
. seen mumning out of theiyr huts and waving clothes at the plane,
Lieutenant Lambrecht, the senior aviator and in charge of the

flight, landed for the purpose of asking if the inhaditants
had seen or heard of the Farhart Plane, A Furopean Resident
Manager of the natives cane out in a2 cance to meet the plane,
He and his natives were astonished and excited in sceing the
three planes, The Resident Mansger ssked where the planes .

- were from and wheon informed Honolulu, nearly upset canoe

-4n his excitement, It wn3s necessary to explain to him that
the planecs had not come direct but had arrived by the battlee
ship COLORADO which was relatively close by. The Resident Mane .
ager said that there was & rodio on the island, hovever, he
knew nothing of the Farhart flight and created dowk ¢ of his

" having ever heard of Mise Parhart herself, Neither he nor

bis natives had seen or hesrd a planes The planes roturncd i
to the ship in Latitule 4° 33! South, Longitude 173° 08! Vests

: During the night ths steamd north and then
east arrivin g at Latitule 2° 3519 South, Longitwle 178‘ 15¢
Wast, at 0700 the 10th of July,

o The SYAX had been directed upon arrival at Latitudc
4 Souﬁh! Longitule 170V West to proceed to rendegvous with
the COLORADO in Latitwle 2° 10! Bouth, Longitude 1729 Veat
at 1100 an? to sesrch in the vicinity of Canton Islznd ene
route, The planas were lzunched at 0700 end proceeded to-
Bydnqy, Phoeniz, Endord and B%rnie Izlands in the order
named, end at 1615 in Latitude 29 £2' South, Longitude 1729 2'
Ioat were resovered by the shipe ney was the only island
- which showed any signs of recent hsbitation and in sppearance
was much the saxe as Cardner Islend, - It had the shallow
lagoon which ia this ease was large enough for a seaplane to
‘make a safé landinge Phoenix and Birnie Islands had the ap=
;;;ranco of & lagoon, but the latter island being very ®
crbury Lad a xoon‘bux it was very shallow. - T

- ¥hea the planna ware recovered, the slAl'vnn takca %
alongside and refusled and provisionad. Upon leticn of i
fue the 8WAR wez direcoted to search in a nor st directiom
across_the open water morth of the Phoenix Gronp ourouﬁo Latie
tude £° soum. t.onatuao 1780 Weste
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Longitule 1758 - 45! Veost launched planes for a search to nnd of
' Canton Islandy, This island was loocated and enrefully searched -

‘from the search growp and directed to return to the Vest COaut

~ distinguighed guests embarked for a month eruise, vhich extend-
. ed into a six wecks cruiaog covering many more li
n

COLORATO at 1445 in Latitude oa’ -221 South,

?lmn. It was the largest of any of the islands searche.
. 8 lagoon was deeper than thosa of the other islands bus

was croued with coral reefs in such a mummer that 4¢ would be
dangerous to land except at two places, one at each end of the ok
islend, At the westorn end thore remina the shacks and ucaffolde
ing erocted dy the recent ogclipse oxgidit one Them the planes = =~ |
were recovered, the courao wag get to take the COLORADO o daE ]
to a rondom\u at 0700, 12 July, with the dutrcvcrl npproach-

ing the aurch area with the x.mfmou Group.

Upon fueling the destroyerl the COLORADO was detached |

- TR wils
e a1 e

in order to debark the Naval Raserve Officers Training Co
Students and Naval Resorve Officerss These stulents with ho

les than was
xpected at the time of ernbarkation, end crossing the eguator
twicoe, The fact of crossing tho equator was not nogloctod by
Faptinus Rex emd his cowrt, although they postponed their viut
in order not to interfer with the operations in comneotion -
with the searche ¥Vhile they arrived aboard long after the

COLORADO had crossed the Fauator, the reception and initiatica

into the Rozlm of Neptunus Rex wzs nttingiy and properly con= . : ;
dusted by Neptunus Rex and his court assisted by the &b btckn IR
for the benefit of the Ponywou. o

: It It 43 vanstdesed that tho kbl dven hakin vith Geinh

the poszition where the COLORADO fuecled the ITASCA, 0C 7 Fuy, .,
and ended vith the position where the COLORADO fusled the de- == '
stroyers of the LEXINOTON Group 12'J it will be found that S
the COLORADO stoamed 1240 miles, and t her plemes flew f1.8 Sl 5t
hours each, 19800 miles each and’ that the COLORADO with hep e

planes covered within the radius of visibility an area of Ly
25,480 square miles, Adding to this additional mileage to and

from Pearl Harbor to the Bearch Area the COLORADO steamed 3, 980
miles and 320 hours, more than expected when the nm Roum .
Ofricors Iraining mmu Cruiu ommod. : i




{ L

 As this is vrritten the r.mnarou Oroup is spproaching
the Search Area and will be able to conduck an extensive search

over a large weter area, The COCLORAIO hasg, hawomri co"red the

"~ land area within a radius of 450 miles of Howhnd s
definitely ascertained that the Earhart plane is not on hnd
vithia the ruin unleas on n \nhmm\, mc!urud and michtod

reefs
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" soarch oporationa, are groatly npproomt a

N N

s @
a0 bR Loxington Group,: -
U.S.8. Lexington, Flasship.

Enrouto Hawaiian Area,
go July{lssv.

em:  Commander Lexington Groups SN
T G5 The commandunt Fourtoenth Nnval Distriot. !
Subjoot:  Report of Bnrhurt Search, rarwnrding.‘

Inelosures: (A) Annex "A", Estimato and Docision,
. Comdesron Twa.
- (B) Annex "B",Narrative of Scaroh Loxington Group.
(C) Annex "C", Aoralogical Data. !
(D) Anmex "D", Lexinston Roport of Eurhart Scareh
: Oporntions. ’
(E) .Appendix "A", Chart Photostat - Eorhnrt Flisht
g s Inpoymation.
~ (F) .Lppondix "B", Chart Photostat - Trrot Chart
: Earhart Soarch U.S.S. Loxington and attnohoo
aircrafrt. 1
(G) Appondix "C"™, Chart Photostat = Tho Earhart
: Soarch )Showing tracks of all vossols
. partioipating).
(H) nppozdix "D o Photostnts - Sonroh Plan #1,
and #2,-
(I) Appendix "E" = Earhcrt Search Plotting Shoot.

1. ' nnnexos cnd. appendices cro submitted herewith as

" forming as complote a roport as possible on oporations of the
-_Loxin*tﬂn group, ‘esnsisting of Lexington with iircreft Squadrons

Vs-2, VS-3, VS-4, VS=41, VT-2 and VB-4 ombarked, of Comnnder
Dostroyor Divisian Threo in Drayton, and Lemscn‘and Cushing,
during tho poriod 4 to 18 July, 1937, inclusive, ané of scarch
oporations of tho U.S.S. Swan and U. s C.G. Itasca while
sorving under Commander Lexington Greup during the poriod :
11-16 July 1937, .

2., An offcrt haa boon mado to confino tho substanco or
.this report to mattors of fact rathor thon opinion,

3. Track chart truoings aro boing rorwardod undor

: sopnrnto cover. -

4, The porformnnoo of duty by all units oanccrnod was

' ozcollont.-

Tho oxpoditioua and officiont sorvicoes rennorod by tho

Fourtoonth Naval District, the Fleet Air Baso, Commandor Minooraft,

and Commnder Submarine Squadron 8ix in proparntion for the

: ' ' { . $ » 2 1 " 1 . .
S o L ) B o RS i —— S R e e
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S 0 ' ESTIKATE AND DECISIONS

MISSION'

EARHART SEARCH

To make the most errective search possible in
order to locate Earhart plane, or rubber boat, and
personnel, : :

~ INFORMATION:

NOTE: AlL times used herein are Greenwich Civil.

KINOVN_F.ACTS:

That Standard Lockheed Electra‘low wing land monoplane

No. X+16020, took off from Lae, New Guinca, latitudo 146
56' E, longitude 60 45' S at 0000 GCT 2 July 1937, bound
for Howland Island, latitude 0° 50°' N, longitudo 176° 41°

. We. Pilot: Amelia Earhart Putnam; navigator° Fred Noonan,

2.
Se

8.

i

7.

8.

oxpecoting to arrive in 18 hours.
That the p;ane's éolor was dural, with oranga trim.

That a two man rubber lifo boat, life bolts, flaros and
omorgency wator and rations woro carriocd.

Rubbor boat had a pair of oars and could be kopt nrlout
by patching matorial and hand pump,

That the plane was oquippod with- radio capnblo of trans- :
mission and rocoption on 500 xcs, 3105 xcs, and 6210 KCS;
asaignod call leotters "KHAQQ."™ )

That tho take-off from Lao was dolayed awniting Q timo tick
and ropairing broken fuel linog

That tho planc was oquigpod with on orango box kito to bo
flown ns distross signa and by means of which an omorgonoy

’antonna might be onrriod to ¢ modorato height.

That the distance from Lao to Howland is 2227 nnuticnl

i Iniloso

That tho plnno was rillod with 1100 gnllona of gaaolino prior :

to &op1rture.

i,lO.That tho plano's oconomical air apeod vas 130 knota.

- 11.That . it's rango in still air at this spood, with optimum

carburctor adjustment was 3120 nautioccl milos, or an
ondurance of 24 hours at 45.8 gallons por hour,

;lz.Thnt the plane's rongo in still air at 53 gallons por hour

for, 20.5 hours was 2719 nautiocal milos,
3';1'-'

B nd-t**‘“"‘ Sran:

b



15,

Ll e A iy

17,

18.

18.

L R SR SR SRR
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e
Al L

21,

N ol e P R Sl ¥ ko TN A

23.
24.

i DA e e

- 85,

i

18,
. ' ESE 12-15; 165° to 1759; ENE 18; 175° E to Howland;

22,

.. -] o

That tho distanco coverod at avorngo ground spood

105 knots in 20,5 hours would boe 2152 nautical miles,

That the distanco oovorod at avorago sround spood 120
knots in 20,5 hours would bo 2460 ncutioal milos.

That tho plane's position at 0720 GOT was givon as

4 33+ 5, 159° 06' onst, putting it on it's courso ati
111 knots ground spoed. This was the only oomploto
position roport rooeivod. '

That the following weathor rorooast vas rocoivod by tho
navigntor prior doparture Lac: "Lae to 165° E: winds

ENE 15 and squalls to be detoured. :
That the following messages were received fram the plane:

0720, tc Lae: Pesition report lat. 04-33.5 S; long.
1599 07" W, .

* 1030 Nauru Ialand heard "A ship in sight ahead.®

1418 Itasca began receiving inocomplete ressages on
agreed schedules. No answors to questions put to
Earhart. No positions given. NO success in attompted
radio bearings by Itasoa, and no apparent suocess by

Earharto '
- 1745 "200 miles out:"

1616 "100 milos out, coming up (fast)."
1912 "one-half hour ruol and no landfall (position

© doubtful) %

1928 "Cirecling trying to pick up Island. :
2013 "Line of position 157-337" (no roforonce point sivon).
2025 "157-337 heading north and south?®

That tho Ontagio was stationed in latitude 3° S,
longitude 165

That the SS Myrtlebank was in approximnto 1atitude

1° 40* 8, lcngitudo 166° 45' E.

That thq Itascu was stationed 1mmodiﬂtoly to north-
castward of Huwland.

That moring of 2 July Itcsca was laying u hoavy smoke

- gceroon which hung for hours.

Thet the strongth of radio eignnla in Itnsoa wns
grontost at 1928, :

GcT sunrise, Howland, on 2 July vas 1745,

That the plane uould rloat with ompty gas tanks, 1r
undnmngod.

That tho plano's normal radio powor aupply waa 80

" Yocated that it could not have boon uaod with plnne ~

on the ﬂatﬂro
*Dw ',
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26 Morning of 2 July visibility to south of Howland }
- . wes oxcolleont, Homvy clouds were about 20 milos :
no:thwost. Surraoo winds ENE 6, shirting to BSE 16,

B, PROBABILITIES ARISING FROM RUMOR OR REASONAELE ASSUMPTIONS

. 1., That the plano was equipped with an emergency radio set
' that could be operatod from battory powor supply.

AN 0 B n O Sl R g E e S st
s S ST s A

&
P
£

2. - That life saving equipmont_vas stovod in tho tail.

o 5.,,That the color’ of tho lifoboat was yoblow.

; . aeio 4 That the plane had one side door and no osoapo hatch 1n ik
Sy SR : t°po- : P R ﬂ

. S¢ That gasoline stovase was in tanks in tho paeaongor : : o
o 7 R compartmont, and that gasolino was pumped by hand to ‘ P 4
o : tvo 50 gallon gravity tanks in the wings. : Sl

6. Thut tho following summnrizod woathor foracust rooeivod.

. at Lue, as tho plano was taking off, and lator :
transmittod to the plano throe timos, was rocoivod:
"iocurate forocast difficult ascount lack of roports::
conditions avorage - no ma jor storms; dangorous local
r2in squalls 300 miles oast of L.o and scattorod heavy

. showers romtinder of routos winda ESE 25 to Ont‘rio thon

- E to ENE 20 to Howland." ! , |

7 That the following woathor conditions woro oncountorod ; e
' .-in flight: ) T

(a) Ontario ENE force 3 (0700 GOT) SI forco 3

(b) Howland Island (2300 GCT lst (pre-start)

0 ' ENE 14 3000 ENE 24 6000 ENE 30
1000, ENE 18 4000 ENE 26 = 7000 ENE 30
2000 ENE 19 5000 ENE 30. 8000 ENE 31

By Mhat e AT6LHIBD At vhith. She pLaRs. ELUN Heula have
- deponded upon weathor conditions and'the dosire to
'gagim%to dritt or pick up a lnndrnll, and cannot bo
-,ugo. ; ‘

2o SRS SR N SO e S

9 '.Thnt tho nnvigntor was oompetont nnd oxporionoed.

© . 10, That at about 1030 the plano passod the Ontario giving a
: ground speed of 106 or tho Myrtlobank giving a ground :
spood of 118 knota. .

“11. That at 1928 tho: plano pnsaod oloaoat~to the Itasoa and
S within 100 miloa, artor a run of 2050 to 2350 milos. =

i
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"'12, ‘That ot 53 gallons por hour tho plano mado 140 knots
. | Still “11'. {

TRITYS “

il
i il i 5 28

= xS

| 13, Thnt the planc landod on an unch*rtod recf or 1sland
. or on tho wnter, witkin 300 miles of Howland. s

K 7 'That tho plane would float tith onginos noarly
K : submerged, with wings noarly submorgoed, with fusolagoA.‘
" partly submerged, and with tail surracos out of tho
wator. ‘ : . ; ;

15, That theo Itasoa'rirst'repdrtod to Howland by somaphore
that plane was NW of islend and hnd ovidontly missoo 1t
(res gostao).lf

_ENES “;,,%._u?ﬁ@;;_‘“,‘ s

r'ls.-' That at 2030 - the planc 1qndod northwest of Howland.
' G. CONDITIONS DETERYINED FROM SAILING DIRECTIONS OR BY EXPERIENCE: - |
1. . That tho provailing winds are oastorly, 10 knots. TR

; : - 2., That tho avorage current in the aroa to north and wost =
= T ..+ of Howland Island 15 northvost, 4 knot (oxporionood oY .-
e : ' - Loxington)., :

3. That the-current in tho vicinity of Bakor Island 13
‘ westorly, about 20 niles por duy. ;

4 That the current in tho southorn Gilborts is south- A
¢ wosterly about 1% knots.

5. ‘'That tho ourrent in tho middle Gilberts is woatorly.
- ‘about 2 knots, .

6e That tho: ourront in tho northorn Gilborta is north-
; .woatorly, about ‘13 knots,

7+ . That =~bout latitudo 4° north 18 the boundary botwoon - .

' tho southorn ocquatoricl curront, flowing woatorly Uit 8

..and the countor-oquatorial curront, vhich bogins
form noar tho Gilberts, flowing oastorly.

S inia D e

B - Y Thut nlong this boundary theoro aro upt to be oiroular
- curronts and areas in which flonting objects would
accunulate, :

g _ 9.' That with the plano noearly submorgod and tailins with

.+ 'tho wind, tho wind rosistanco would be small and the
i gndorwn:or drag great, so that the current offoot would
0 @groatv. : :

10, That the ourrenta 51von by the 'sailing direotions were
. 'ocompiled from data obtained largely by sailing
- . mariners, and the wind effect, included in current
. estimntes by all mariners, would henoe be rully ek
,,accountod for by this data, .

'.-‘-‘

e e g
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12,

That & rubber boat would be most greatly affected in
its drift by the surface wind, rogardloss of wator
current.

That with (o] rubbor boat, tho chances of rowing across
wind sufficiontly to mnko land would bo oxcsllont for
o boat starting 100 milos or more to the oastward :
of the Gilborts, providod navigational oquipmont Qi

~availadble.

EOSSIBILITIES ARISING FROM RUMOR AND REPORTS

i

o

3’.

- 4e

5;1

6.

8o

9

BT T RGOSR R S R FRMT RO VIT) SN 1788 L

On 3 July plano gave distross call cnd gave position
le6 and 179, north or south and east or west unroported.
Cozst Guard San Francisco Hoadquartors give orodibility
to this repcrt.

That the plane was down on weter north of Howl.nd as :
indicated by radio: test arranged through station KBMB. :

-0On 3 July plane reported down 225 miles NNW Howlend and
- said something about "Putnam ===- rly Fite.® -

HS thilles on 3 July heard dashes made by transmitter
other that Itasca's in rcsponse to roquest by Itasca
for dashes,

-Radio boarings, 4 July:

Mokapu 213° 10° (very doubtful) g

Wake 144° 10° (doubtful, passes through Tutuila,
Samoa .

Howland 347° truo (approximate),

-Rocksprings, Wyoming, roportod plane on a roor, south-
- oast of Howland Island.

7

Extromoly doubtful roport "281 north Howlund drirting
northwost" whe thor miles or degrees, and whothor plane
Yitgufo%ation to Howland or vico versa not known

6 Y)e :

Roport from Mel bourne aignod "Kirkby" "Plano betwoen

Howlund Samoa group ton hours wost" (8 July).e.

Froitas of Yroka roportod Mrs. Putnam's voioo anying
"Plane on'roof 200 milos directly south of Howlnnd,
both okny, ono wing broken® (e July lnto).
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‘ITT ZARHART PLANE'S MISSION: To land safoly on Howland Island
‘ ‘boforo oxhaustion of fuel supply. : _ :
Ifi; COURSES OF ACTION OPEN TO FEARHART PLANE:
A. ALTITUDE | : S
1.; To-fly closo to tho wator 1n ordor to take advantage
of reduced hecadwinds and to obtain frequent drift
observations and correct course accordingly.
z;“ To rly at a modr*ato altitudo, dosconding as nocossary
%o aight station ships and lcndfalls. :
5;"To fly at hish altitudos, ‘sorrocting course by rrequont
voalostial obsorvations, to inocroasc fuecl oconomy. »
. ‘ Numbor 3 is tho most likely mothod.
‘B, COURSE: '

A ¢

,ld. Mrs. Nocﬁ&n statod Noonan vould turﬂl‘aok if in dqubt,,
11, Additional roportod positions: 176° and 10,6; 213 miles

WNW; 173 W - 5 S Island Josus in vieinity, aleo island
namoloas on coursc furthor north 171 W 3 8 (9 July).

12, ‘Goorco Palmer Putham roquested on 15 July scarch of
.+ 170° E, 0° 9' north, ovidently reasoned for 2 knots
drift from Howland dueo wost. :

P i avall A vl B e TS SRS T s

l. To c*rroot course according to drift obsorvations at
low altitude.

2, To hoad to southwnrd of coursoc as far as longitudo
: 16=° E, then to hend for ¢bjoctive in accordance with
cather forecast received,

'3, To doliberntely ovor-corrocat to southward with the
intention of running up @ morning longitude line of
‘position through the objoctive.

4, To dolibérutoly ovor-corroot to northward with the
- 4intention of rumning down a morning longitude line of
position through the objective.

In view of the difficulty in sighting Howland toward the

eastward in early morming, of which Noonan must have been
well aware, it seems most probable that he took either the
course of aotion specified in 3 or in 4 above. Of those the
formor had tho advantage of bringing tho plane oloso to tho

" Phoenix group in caso of early shortage of gas, but tho

disadvantage of winding up over the open sea 1f Howland was

-missod. The latter had tho advantage of bringing tho plano

over tho Phoenix group if Howland was missed, but tho

disadvantago of boing over the opon soa 1n case of premnturo -
~ gas shortago. - ] :

‘6-




4 s ot Lo A ik 1o

AN S AR e F AR ' deri#r o TR DA )
16 TR Wi ] : 5 .
' : i :
.

Tho fcllowing indicntions point to adoption of tho formor
course: . ,

e e L
han S S

- 1. Tho plane was ovidently in position to obtain
& et obsorvutions during tho oarly morning.

2, Visibility to tho southriard was oxcollent cnd tho
Itnsca's smoke plume could hcve boon soon 40 milos
or moro, vhoroas hoavy clouds lay to tho northward.

N TR 1o s LT BTN e Bl SIS

3. The Itasca's first estimate of positioh was northwest.

l. To run at speed higher than the economical speed, 130
- knots, in order to arrive expcditiously and reduco
tho chances of bad judgoment inducod by fatiguec.

2. To run at the oconomical spoed, 130 knota, to provido
- a maximum factor of safoty. , -

3, To run bolow tho oconomical spocd in order not to
approach tho objoctivo‘until well aftor sunriso.

Of thoso, tho saqoond is considorod far the
most probable. :

" The plane ovidontly turned B twoan 1900 énd 1930
and at 110 knots theso timos would givo runs of

2090 and 2145 nautical miles along the courso =
somowhat short of objootivo.

N. MOST ¥ PROEABLE ACTION OF PLANE
It 1a most probable that-

1. Tho plane cruieoﬂ at economicnl spood at a modeoratoe
- altitude laying course botweon Howland and tho
Phoonix Islands. :

' 2, That navigational rixos wore roasonablo rreqnont but ;
) : aomowhat in OITOX's g

3. That radio bearings woro 1naocurato or impossible duo
' %o atmosphorics and to tho recognizod inioront
- limitations of high froquoncy direction finders.

4, That the plano's éds supply wns slightly diminished
- eithor by a loak or by non-ooonomicul ndjustmont of
tho onrburotor.

'&. That hoadwinds strongor than oxpootod woro oxporionood. ' é
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. 8. ‘That at cbout 1900 whilo sonowhat short of its
: objoctive, the plano turncd cnd headod northward on a.
~ lino of position run forward from celestial observation
about 1700, passing nearest Howland Island at 1928 _
after a 65 mile run, and, at about: this time, began to,

- eircle looking for the ialand.
"7, ' That at about 2000 the pilot announced the direotio.
: but not the reference point for a line of position she
. was running on, evidently believing it to run through

the island, and bogoen running north and south across
this line noar the point at whioh her navigator

" believed the . 1slond to be.

" '8+ That nt obout 2030 the plene landed on the soa to the
: nsrthwest of Howland Islrmd, within 120 miles of tho

Cina T e W TaTands g
e omrm COURSES OF ACTION OF PLANE: e O
It is posaible also that: _ e

1. Tho plano flew beyond the Island. ' ' Gy
'2; Tho plano headod south past the Island. %

3. :The plano 11ndod on a roor or 1a1and oithor ohartod
or uncharted., . Flp

TOTAL REASONABLE AREA IN WHICH PLANE MIGHT BE

DATE -~ . Pnog.gmn s MOST PROBABLE
©13 July - . . 7205000 " oW 163,200 " "
18 July VL an s ooo n oo 211,200 *

- VIT oN. Lnu-r.uxon 0
i 1 Number limitntions.

Availablo: Carrior Grcup Swan and Itasou. (Oolorado
.ordered dotuohod 1mmod1atoly upon our

arrival,

R T S LR e % R o
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‘2. Fuel limitations.

Set’ by Nuvy Dopartment. The Loxington 18 tho oontrolling
faoctor, as 1t was direocted she should return to Sanm Diogo
from soarch area without rofuoling. This nocossarily e
limits her speed and that of the entire Earhart Search
-Group, as the plane guards Drayton, Lamson and Cushing
and the Swan and Itasca will have to fuel from her if
they do not practice otriot fuel economys

3,  Area per day possible oonatatontly under ruol ;
. limitations:
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'(n) Carrier Group 28, 800 aquure miles. .
(b) Itasca (assuming 10 mile front) 1320 squnre miles.

| (o) Swnn (nssuming 10 mile front) 1000 squaro nilos.

% ; ; . . ‘4. Total number of dnys poseiblo' | .

Sl  (u) Cﬁrrior Group 13th to 19th - seven (201 600 sq. mi).
(v) Itascn llth to 17th - sevon (9, 240 sq.mi). |
(c) ‘Swan 1lth to 20th - ton (10,000 eq.mi).

5. Total numbor of squnro miles unior 1mpoeed linitations .

i . . 6. Wosthor limitations:. Froquont squalls which roduce.
| a3 visibility and at tines mnko currior ciroraft
7o operations ovorhhnzardaus.

JIIT  ASSUIDTIONS: \
1. That tho planec landed on mator or on an uncharted roof
- within 120 miles of tho nost probable landing point,

823 milos ncrthwost of Howiund Island.

8. 'That, if on tho wator, the planc driftod botwoon tho
limits northwest 3/4 knot and duo vest 13 knots.

pod counsm OF ACTION OPEN_TO US:

l. To systomrtiocnlly soarch tho most probablo aron 1n a -
wosterly direction so ns to ovortake a drifting plano,
‘and so fit our potontial soarch-area as to bost cover

" this aroc, considoring its southoern soctor as having
- boen cdoquatoely covercd by Colorado and nor aircraft
and by Itnson oand Swon.

R

8. To covor tho nost probableo aroa 1noluding its southern

- sector, considoring oarlior scarch to tho southword
inoffcotive, and thus nocossarily sacrifice somo of tho
northorly or wostorly area. . .

3. To soarch to the bost of our ability the widoly -
soparatod and romoto aroas man*ionod in unny canrlioting
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. To mako tho most effoctive possible soaroh with all avuilablo,'

- forces by-

i ¥ Roquosting that Colorado oompleto searuh te southoastwarad, ‘

including Phoonix group, prior 11 July, then tuol
dostroyors on 12 July. , ‘

2, Using Swan and Itasca for wostward swoop, 1ncluding
thorough soarch of Gilbort group and mnximnm pr*bnblo
dritt linit-

Se Using Lo: 1ngton group t2 1ts maxinun sustained oapaoity
.for an 1ntons‘vo soarch from ocast to west covering tho
. above dofinod nost probabln aron oxcopt tho souxhoaetorn

soctor; , )
 {n ordor +a locato tho Enrhnrt plnno. or rubber boat, nnd
porsannol. ;
i b ., , . ,. :

i

i
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- wie NARRATIVE OF FARHART SEARCH P !
1. PREPARATION: |

At about noon, '3 July, the Navy Department directed the
Commander-in-Chief, U. S. Fleet, to hold an aircraft carrier

‘. in readiness, to have it fuel, end to make all necessary

it Al

preparations for proceeding to the vicinity of Howland Island
for the purpose of conducting a thorough search for Mr s, Amelia
Warhart Putnam, her navigator Captain Fred Noonan, end the ;
axpensive leboratory-equipped plene. .

In turn the Commander-in-Chief directed Command er Aircraft,

- Zattle Force, to detail an aircraft carrier for this duty and to -

have it ready to proceed on four hours notice, .

Commander Aircraft Battle Force dotailed the carrier
Loxington, plus the ecouting squadrons of carriers, and advised
vhe Lexington, Rigel and Naval Air Station at North Island to
mrke the necessary preparations. Tho Lexington left Santa
barbarc at 4:00 p.m., 3 July and arrived at San Dicgo at 11:00
v.m., of the samo’ dato.

The ovening of 3 July, tho Navy Dopartmont dirootod tho
Corzandoer=-in-Chief to assign four long rangoe destroyers to
accomnany the Loxington., At 10:00 peme., 3 July, the Chief
of S...f, Dostroyers Scouting Forco, callod c conforonce of
oan~*uing officers on board the Whitnoy to detormine which -

‘ros801s wero bost suited for tho soarch duty. ‘Commandor
Sccuting Force nominated tho destroyers Lamson, Drayton, Hull
unrd Worden. A short time later Commander Dostroyors, Scouting
forco recommondod the substitution of the Cushing and Porkins
in place of the Hull and Wordon, in ordor to provont the

intorruption of force gunnory schools. Tho Cushing and Pcrkine_f.'T

woere thon onroute from the Puget Sound aroa to San Diego to

join the squadron., The Cushing and Perkins wore officially
dotoilod for this duty and were directed by Commander Dostroyers,
Scouting Foroe to put in at San Podro, fucl and provision to
capicity and to awcit orders. A short time lcotor the Cushing
and Porkins wore directod by Commandor Dcstroyors, Scouting -
Forco to procecd, upon completion of fueling and provisioning,

~and join commnndor Doetroyer Squadron Two in Lomson off coronndo

RO(‘dSe

A Upon notirioution that rour doatroyere would bo required to
accompany tho Lexington, and when it was detormined which :
dostroyers would leave, an effort was mado to recall tho crows..

" Tho Lamson's crew was on board in viow of tho faot that sho haa

tho ready duty. Mwy of the Drayton's ocrow wore missing and
could not bo located. Commandor Destroyors, Scouting Forco
supplicd the nocessary signalmon and radiomen, Wowevor, tho
Drayton sailed about 40 mon short of her nllowanoo. mostly in
eoumen and firomon ratinge.
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The Loxington rt San Pedro for COronodo }ads at 6:48

-“ @em.} 4 JUly, cnd arrived at 10:47 a.m. R .

. In tho foromoon of 4 July, tho Commnndor-in-Chior dirootod
Commandor Destroyor Squcdron Two to take command of theo
Loxington Group, consisting of the Lexington, Lamson; Drayton,
Porkins and Cushing, and, when in cll rospocts ready, to prooood
to nssist in Ezrhart aoaroh, cooporating with Commandant
Fourteenth Naval District, thoe Colorado and Itasca..

. At 11:45 a.m., 4 July, Commander Dostroyer Squadron Two :
-n Laason and the Drayton mot the Lexington in Coronado Roads, -
‘“cminander Destroyer Squadron Two shifted his broad command
gcnnant to the Lexington and assumed command of the Lexington

rOUps ¢ ‘ ! ;

Ordors were then issued by commander Destroyer Squadron
~ 7m0 to Cushing and Periins to report when ready and proceed vin 2
. vbortust route to rendezvous with Lexington Group. ;

. By ordora of the Commnnder-in-Chior, Mr: Paul Brook
vepresunting the International News Service, came on voard.

A% 1300 4 July, the Drayton and Lamson got underway from

- Cerunado Rotds for rondezvous, and tho Lexinzton to take aboard
en planes from North Island. Tho 8outhard and Chcndloer woro
ccting as plane guards. A total of 63 offioors cnd 311 onlisted
rnen wore received aboard tho Loxington from North Islcnd,

Uixty planes landed safely, but two were unable to goet their
Locks down and were dirocted to roturn to North Island, complete
“wopairs and roturn to the Lexington. Thoy landod at North |
Islindoat 1445, completed repairs and returned to the Lexington
et 1530,

2 Y i >
A s ST il v i T el g Y

: The two destroyers uoting as plcne guerd were released at

1530. .The Chandler was rec~lled at 1550 in order to transport
Lieutenznt (jg) George Leland to San Diego for treatment at
- the Naovel Hospital. He h*d become seriously ill with gastric

ulcor. :

At 1500 Cushing. and Perkins reported ready and were outhorizod.
. to meke 28 knots in joining up. Enroute, the Porkins, at 1730,
" 4 July, developod serious vibrations in the port high pressure
- turbino, and reported that she was unable to oxcoed 17 knots,
Sho uns dirooctod by Commindor Destroyor Squadron Two to procoed = .
to San Diogo nnd 80 alongside tho Whitnoy for nocossary ropoiro.’ 8

; At 1910 commnndor Dostroyor Squcdron Two in Lexington,

Commandor Doestroyer Division Throe in Drayton, Lamson and PR &
Cushing rondezvousod ten milos south of China Point, San Clemente,
and departed for Lahaine Roads, spoed 23 knots, Tho Cushing :

- wns toemporarily assigned to Destroyer Diviaion Throo ror
tnctiocnl purposeos.. ;

. Commendor Airorort, .Battlo Foroo roqueated that tho Loxington
bo tuolod at Luhoino. nnd the commandor-in-Ohiot 8o dirooctod.
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- Command~nt Fourtcenth Naval District that tho Loxington Group

f] ;

, ;

E s S AR T Y0100 4 July, comm.ndor Dostroyer Squadron iTn Aawd abs bl
3 was procceding to fuol at Lahaina Ronds, At 2135 information

< was rocoived from Commandent Fourtevonth Naval District that i, 0ol
¥ .- oneo oil bargo of 155,000 gallon capacity wes tho only moans for ° .
F dolivering fuol At Lahnina Ronds, During tho night of 4-5 : .
' July Commndor Dostroyor Squadron Two ascortainoed that tho AT
U.S.S, Romapo was onroute to Guam, Marianns Isl~nds., Hor
position wns dotormined from worthcr roports. It vias nlso -
detorminod that by chnnging hor course within a fow hours
for Lahaina Ronds she would arrive simultaneously with tho
Loxington, At 0940 5 July, Commandor Destroycr $quadron Two
rcquostad of the Commander-in-Chiof by priority dospatch the -
practicability of tho Ramapo oporating temporarily with the
Lexington Group for fuoling. Tho Comm~ndor-in-Chiof conferrod
| . with Comtnndor Base Foroce and was cdvised that tho schomo soomed
] procticnble but that tho Rhmapo was oporating diroctly undor A
" the Chicf of lNaval Oporations and tho Commander-in-Chief, : ,T
Asiatic Floot. Tho Commandor-in-Chief, U. S. Floot, roquostod Gt
she Chief of Naval Cperations to assign the Ramapo to this duty
and aiso requested that a reply be sent direct to Commander :
Destroyver Squzdron Two (See CINCUS 0005-1310 of July). During
the day the feasibility of using destroyors to tronsport fuel
to the Lexington was considerecd. This wcs found to be :
1n‘r cticablo boccuse of slow pumping rate of destroyers, tho
©.1 hoses available, impossibility of Loxington taking suction .
'u v hor pumps and the nocessity for at least throo trips for
viich dcstroyor. (Dostroyers' fuel cep-oity is 143,000 gallons -
oach, ostimrted pumping rate 5,000 gollons por hcur). At 1839 '
no reply having beon recoived fram the Chief of Naval Opor:tions
-‘rolativo to the Ramnpo, cnd in viow of the urgoncy of theo
situntion and. tho nocossity for thec Ramapo recoeiving immediate
orders, Rndio Washington was askod by priority oporator's signal
to cdviso timo of dolivery of CINCUS despateoh 0005-1310_ to
Chiof of Naval Oporations. Roply wes thon roceivod to tho effect
that ~etion would bo taken at tho beginning of offico hours
Tuosday. Aftor an oxchange of messages with the Commandant
Fourtconth Naval Distrioct, it was dotormined thot, as o laost
rosort, it would be ronsiblo to take tho Loxington 1nto Poarl .
Harbor for fueling provided thoere was no approciablo wind.
L Hovover, this wns not considored prudent until complotion of -
i rurthor contemplated drodging.

) ; At 0945 6 July (Washington timo) tho Rmapo was issuod tho

{ . necessary orders to procood to Lahaina Roads for tho purpose of
fueling tho Loxington, roplenish fuol thus deliverod rrom eupply
at Poarl H“rbor, and thun prooood to Guam,

Tuosday night [ July, proviaian and stores ordors for
Lexington and accompanying destroyers were summarized and sent
by despatch to Commandant Fourteenth Naval Diastrioct, Motionm =~ . .
pictures were requested for the destroyers, who had left on 5 ' i
too short notice to take care of thla detail. but none were i Al
‘available nt Pearl ncrbor._ ' _ ) G e 10 T

i
i
2
1
|
a
]
%

-3..

et
|
|
{

T R T N R B R S B N R R R A
AR A




il N e

Arrengomonts were mndo with the Commandonb Fuurtoonth Iavul

~District to hove tho Loxington procoecd to Lah~ ina Ronds, await \

the arrival of tho Rcmapo; fuel from her, and loave as soon
theroaftor as prhotiOﬂble, end for dostroyors Drayton, Lomson
and Cushing to procoecd to Pearl Harbor for fuoling nnd

- provisioning, end to take on prcvisions and storos for theo

Loxington. A conforonce with tho Commandcnt was roquostod for
Thursday aftornoon. Tho Loxington arrived at Lahaina Ronds

. et 1146 8 July., The Loxington Group mnde good 23% knota durins

p:.8cego c~rcnrda Roads to Lahnina.

. Commandor Destroyor Divisidn Throo with tho dostroyers wes
direcctod at 0800 to preccood indopondontly and arrived 2t Poarl
Sroor at 1430 8 July., Dostroyoers fucled and provisioncd to

3an-eity. - Tho Drayton roccived 97,958 gollons of fuol, the
Lnnson 93,836 cnd tho Cushing 96, 695. Approxinntoly sovon tons

. of stores wore divided anong tho throo destroyors for dolivory

to the chington at Lahcaine Ronds.
At 12:10 p.n., 8 July, tho Avocot wont alonpsido Loxington

fa» ths purpose of dolivoring 10,600 g2llons of aviation gasoline

.ani ncno necessary aircraft engine spares from the Fleet Air

.
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‘Za3e, Pearl Harbor.

~ Previous arrangements having been made, immediately upon
goe e ¢l of the Lexington at Lahaina, Commcnder Deostroyer
Sg v ron Two, the Commanding officer of tho Lexington and two
¢ ricer assistants ombarked in patrol plane furnished by the

i.00t air Buso and prococdod tec Puarl H rbor for conferonce with ..

Clramandant Fourteenth Navel District. Tho conforence was alsd
attendod by Commander Dcstroyor Division Threoe, Commcndeor
llinocraft, Battlo Foreco, and tho Comnnnding Officer of the Floet
Alr Bb.se, Poarl H:rdbor. I.uSformction rolative tc¢ tho seareh was:
obtained and instructions were received. Commander Destroyer
S:undron T.¢ onbarked at 1800 in Lamson for paasnge to L.hainn

Raads.

At 1830 8 July, the L mson and Drayton completed fueling and

loft Pcarl Hoarbor for Lahaina. The Cushing remcined at Pearl
H.:rbor in order to ocmplote minor voyago repeirs. While at
Pearl Harbor, the Commandant Fourtoonth liavel Distrioct ordered
20 soamen, 20 firemon cnd 1 chiof phermicist's mcte transferrod

- to the Drayton for tomporary duty during search oporations,

At 2000 8 July, tho Cushing loft Poarl Harbor for Lahaina,

At 0100 9 July, the Drayton cnd Lamson, with Comnander
Dostroyor Squrdron Two and staff omborked, arrived nt Lahaina,
and Commander Dostroyor Squadron Two and stoff reembarked in
Loxington. At 0300,Cushing arrivod Lchainc Roads, .

it 0638 9 July tho Ramapo arrived, and rucling or tho
Loxington wos eonmoencod 1mnodivtoly.

At 0630 Loxington took aboard storos from doatroyora. AAxfihd ik

8000 timovphe exchonged movie programs with the destroyers,
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cLaasoun nnd Cushing. .

- ¢f repairs to Cushing.and expeditious dolivery of fuel and

© ylanned.

- Colorado in latitude 5

'_ exooution of tho abovo.

- 9 July, incroascd speed to 19 knots in order to rcach point of

WK LR Xemin WP 31 2 g B {1 AR AR RO il i e e B AN

By Authority of tho Buroau of Navigation, Mr. Earl M. Wolty,
of tho Asscciatod Press and Mr. Charles Maunce, of the United i
Pross onberked in Loxington.

L) L]

At 1000 conforonce of Cormmandor Destroyor Squadron Two,
Commandor Destroyer Division Throe, desiroyer commanding officors ,
end connunication officors, and tho aireraft departumont of tho -
Lexington wvas held in the Lexinston. . ity

At 1030 the Conmanding Officer of tho lexington and officor
assistant returncd from Pearl Hurbor by patrol planoc.

; - At 1145 9 July, tho destroyors Drayton, Lamson and Cushing ' -
¢ot underwvay for the purpose of calibrating direction findeors

»a Lahaina Roads, whiis the Loxington transmitted on 725 KCS.
11308 Sh e comnlotion° Lrayton 1357, Cushing 1427, Lamson 1431,

At 1456 9 July, fuoling of Lexington vias comploted.
Laxingxon recoived 903 784 gallons fronm the annpo.

At 1515 9 July, ‘tho Loxington: gat undorway for tho soaroh
sroa in vicinity of Howland Islanad, aooompuniod by Drcyton,

Tre tinmely arrival of the Rarapo and the preoopt accomplishmont

wrovisions to dostroyors by Fourteonth Naval Dictrict activitioes
»23uced tho time necessary to be spent in the Hawaiicn arca -
to a minipmum. This pormitted the search tc bogin promptly as

At 1630 9 July, Commander Destroyer Division Three-was
directed by Commander Destroyor Squadron Two to take commend of
the destroyors, end, ugon signal, proceod nnd rondozvous with tho

50' N, longitude 173° 15' W, at 0700
zono plus 113 time on Monday, 12 July, for tho purpoao of
fueling. Upon complotion of fuoling destroyers wore to proceed
indepondontly to tako station for soarch opsrations arriving by .
0600, 13 July. At 1830 9 July, signal was sont dirooting

Tho spood of tho Loxington was sot at 18 knots. at 1600 -
origin = latitude 2-30 N, 1ongitudo 177 W - at duybroak on 13 July,

- The following deppatch was rocoivod from commnndunt Fourtoonth
Naval Distriet on 11 July 1937: 0011 COMDESRON TWO TAKE CHARGE OF
UNITS IN SEARCH AREA PERIOD SEARCH OF PHOENIX GROUP AREA
CONSIDERED COMPLETED PERIOD UPON COMPLETION FUELING DESTROYERS
COLORADO RELEASED SEARCH DUTY AND PROCEED PREVICUSLY ASSIGNED
3§§§§SO§2§L°wIN° ITTNERABY SUBMITTED OOLOR»DO DESPATCH THE

0 .
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II. CONDUCT OF SEiRCH BY COM/NDER DESTROYER SQULDRON TWO:

At 1210 11 July, SWAN-and‘ITLSCL were direoted to continue
- existing assignments until further orders and make routine
reports, . A -

During the conferénce with Commandant Fourteenth Naval A i
District on 9 July, the possible necessity for search of the A sk i
Gilbert Islands, British Territory, was considered. On 10 July, -
Conmandant Fourteenth Naval District requested the Navy _ 3
Tevartment to obtain authority for an aircraft search of ...
thase islands. Tho ostimate of the Earhart plane‘s probable-
teation put hor somovhere in an area including tho Gilborts,
w0y on 1l July,Commanéar Destroyer Squadron Two specifically
Tequested of Commandant Fourteenth Naval District authority
~o> search of that area. Plans were laid for search of the area

. bounded by latitudes 3° N and 1° S, between longitudes 175° 30°*

~27d 1780 30' W and from latitude 38 40" N to latitude 1° 40' §,
“s5ween longitude 1780 30* W and 175° 30* E by Lexington aircraft
#1i for soarch of individual islands of Gilbert Group by the
1tasca and Swan., Itasca and Swan were diroccted at 2240 11 July,
52 A2y courso for Aroraj and Onoatoa Islands rospectively., = . - ﬁ

e

= o rnnt R

On-1l2 July, thé destroyers Lomson, Cushing and Drayton made
r@ulesvous with Colorndo and fueled. Tho longth of timo roquired
i27 :ualing of ecch dostroyer, and tho amounts rocoived by each
Wy oL rollows:

Lanson Timo 2.3 hours Amount 44,404 gallons

© Sushing Time 1.7 hours ~Amount 41,499 gallons
Drayton Time 2,5 hours amount 42,361 gallons

 The Loxidgton's noon position on 12 July, latitudeo 6° 14°' 45"
N, longitude 173° 07' 15" W, course 228, spoed 19 knots., Tho
'spood of the Loxington wns reduced to 18 knots ot 1015,

o "
g 5

Thoe Itasca continued soarch in diroction of .irorai Island
on course 267° T, spoed about 12 knots. Noon position latitudo
20 33' S, longitude 179° 24' East. Visability cbout 15 milos.
© .~ The Itasoca was duo to arrivo off Arorai about 0100, 2zono plus
] 113 timo. Commcndant Fourteenth Navol Distriot was advised
% - that tho Itasecc could roach Arorai on the morning of the 13th,

A e e e o

B e et

3 and was roquosted to obtain thoe necessary aushority as soon as
H possible. : ,

- e Colorado complotod fueoling dostroyors about 1530 (zone
. timo plus 1134 hours) and was thon roleasod from Exrhart soarch
.Group to ocarry out remainder of her itinorary in conncotion with
~ tho Naval Reserves. e ‘ : : :

‘The dostroyors procoodoli.tb t~ke pling guird.stotionstdin.

ﬁ - accordance with Soarch Plan No. 2 (Annex B), to arrive about L
i 0600 13 July. Point of origin 2° 30' N, longitude 177 W. .
il . Cushing oarrier plano guard, Lamson right flank guard. .

i ; ; ) : . §
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“t 1800 12 Ju‘", the Druyton reportod ca“alty to throttlo
velve of her purt..iigh prossure turbine due v throttle disc of
balanco ‘piston apparontly backing off. This casualty roduced °
tho spocd of tho Drayton's port engino to r.p.m., for 19 knots.

The adverse weather conditions somowhat slowed up the fueling

of destroyors and provented the Drayton, which fuoled last, from
roaching station promptly 60 milos on port beam of Lexington

. a8 originally ordered in Scarch Plan No, 2. She was directed

to lay course for Howland Island at speed of 19 knots to save
distance and conserve fuel. By s0 doing she was able to reach
the area of aircraft operations and was plane guard on Tuesday,

;13 July as schecduled.

" In the eévening of 12 July the Navy Department advised that
the State Department had been requested to make necessary
siplomatic arrangements for aircraft search of the Gilberts. The

eommandant Fourteenth Naval District informed the Navy Department ,‘
“that immediate authority was necossary because of fuel

oonsidorations. At midnight 12-13 July, the Itasca was dirocted
4o keep clecr of the Islands until a visit was authorizod. .= -
ab 0600 13 July tho noooesary authority was obtzinod. i

on the morning of 13 July tho Swan was socrching as

' 2iroctod from a point 20 S 1800 toward Onotoa Island, Gilberts,
2% most economical speed. At 0710 she was directed to proceed

~.rediutely to Nukunau, ‘Peru, Tapeteuea and Nonuti Islands in
ch of Earhart plane, conserving fuel, and be prepared to.
xukazvous with Lexington at 1500, 17 July in 10 §, 177° E.

 On 13 July the Itasca was searching vicinity or Arorci Isl1nd. L
. At 0700 she was directed to search Arorai immedi-tely, followed‘

by Tamana cnd Onotoc, then proceed to horthwost and-north on
western side of Gilbcrts group investignting Nonuti, Kuria,
laiana, Apia, Teritari and lMarcki, and obteaining availnble

-1nformation at Tarawa, consorving fuel and reporting progress,

and to bo preparod to rondozvous with Loexington cs notod ror

. Swan,,

On 13 July tho Itnsca soarchod Arorai and Tomcna Islands

' and vicinity. Residonts wore contactod at Arorani ond stoted that ®
they did not hoar tho'plane nor hnd thoy soen nny evidence of

wreckage. Tho Itasca, by my 0013-1910 wes ordorod to procced
to Kuria-Apamama Islands in tho Gilbort group; thoenco northward

‘conducting complote search of uninhabited and such search of

inhehited islinds o8 doomad DECASSAry. drfxvins at Taritery
13 July. According to tho Sailing Dirocctions all ishands of the:

- Gilbort group aro inhabited; Tarawa . .and Taratari arg poris of -

entry; that tho District Govornmont Headqu~rters is located at
T*rntari but it wns round to be located at Tarawa,

Tho Swan was directed by ny 0013-1855 to soarch Nukunau,
Poru, Onotoa, Taputoouca and Nonuti Ialnnde by tho late
“ftornoon or tho lsth. ' , : :

The. cbove routes by tho Itaaoa nnd Swan would mnko a comploto

- search of the Gilhert group by surface oraft, It Wightcde passidle T

that Mrs. Putnam and her navigator might have drifted to or
landed on an island in this group, the prevailing ourrent boing

‘_-vb':“"'
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It vas detem‘ﬁad'tha,t the Itasca and s«Q could reach

‘Honoluiu without reiieling upon completion of their search ‘of the
‘Gilberts. . This was verified by both vessels, the Itasca

including Howland Island returning to Honolulu on her route,
In the event it was found necessary to further include oither

- to facilitato a rondezvous with the Lexington on 16 or 17 July
- por rofuoling.

. The Loxington roachod point of origin latitude 2-30 H,

~ longitude 177 W at 0636 13 July - which timo was designatod

~t. : position latitude 19 20' 'S, longitude 180

as zoro hour for commoncomont of operations., Sixty planes :
worv launched to scarch in east and wost directions as 1ndioatod
ia &earch Plan No., 2. First plane left ship at 6:16 a.m.,

“nd last plane was reoovered at 10:18 a.m.

Heavy rains and squalls interfered with morning search by

“aireraft. .In the aftornoon 27 planes were launched at 1303

.tast. plane took off at 1310), but operations were abandoned

~due to bad flying conditions and the planes were ordered to

land aboard the carrier. At 1356 the planes returned aboard:
“she last plane was landed at 1411). Tho approximcte area -
sonwena latitude 29 50 N and 1' 5" S and betweon longitudo
176 35" W and 1780 10' W was covered with tho oxception of the
vameciate vicinity of Howlund which was obscurod by henvy
2aing.. -

%t tho end of flight oporations, the Loxington procoodod
to commonco
sizht oporationa on the morning of 14 July. '

oa 14 July the Itasca was searching onrouto Kuria group,

- consisting of Kuric, Nanouki and Apemamc Islands and wes

cxpectod to arrive about noon 14 July zone plus olovon and
ono-half timo. . :

The Swam contneted tho chiof rosidont at HNukunau and

(LR el ot L

-of these two vessels in the search, their schodules were planned 4

- prococodod to Poru, Radio communication with Poru Islend wes .

cstablishod on 500 KCS with station ZCC operatod by tho Londonv

. Mission Sooioty. All contacts wore nogative.

‘guard, cnd Drayton right flank guar

w1th anson as loft flank gunrd cushing carrier pleno

5 tho Lexington oommnnood
airorcft oporations at 0730, and launched 42 planes in ,
ccoordance with Search Plen No. 1 (Annex A). Point "A" (Plan

‘One) was latitude 1° 20' S, longlitudo 180°, bnso course north,

The condition of the sea was smooth and visibility;zood. ;1L

planos were landod aboard at 118l, Tho aircraft reported that

thoy would seon any wreckago or boat if such had boon afloat,

Eggongington'n noon ponition was. latitudo oo 38" s. lonsitudo.
L]
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The second f11;3t of airoraft commenced at“1345 with point
"C" bf Plan One as %inu origin of operations in latitude 0° 00°
longitudd 180° and base course north. As a matter of interest

" this is the first time a ship of the Navy operated in latitude

0° Q0° and longitude 180°, 42 planes were launched. The
aircraft wero all landcd aboard at 1742. Tho arva covered was
botweon latitudes 1° N and 1° 40' S and longitudes 178-30 Vest
and 178-~30 East. Thore were a few rain squalls in the western
aroa so heavy as to cause somo of the airoraft in thoso scctions
to fly around them. Theso aroas wore small and aro indicated ¥
on thoe attached chart. The positions of thoe plane guards, 60
miles on each beam of theo carrier are also shown, During theo
night, tho positions of tho dostroyers Lamson and Cushing wero
intcrehangod so that tho Lamson took over the carrior duty and
the Cushing took station 60 miles on port beoam for oporations
on Thuraday 15 July, During tho night all vessels of tho soarch
greup woro dirosted to uso thoir scarchlights for at loast :
five minutes during ocach night watoh, A distanco of only 40
milos had to bo covered during the night and stoorageway was
maintoincd. , _

On 15 July, ‘the Swan was onroute from Peru to Onatn,
arriving at tho latter island about 1200, The Swan anchored
hero and sent a boat ashore to contact nntives. The Earhart
planc vas noither scen nor heard. Tho Swan then procecded to
Tnputoouoa Island to arrive at daybreak on tho 16th, maintaining

: stocragowny during the night.

he Itasca made nogative contacts at Kuria and tho noighboring
islands. She headod for and arrived at Tarawa during tho morning

~of tho 15th. At Tnrawa, tho commanding officer of tho Itasca

was interviowed by tho Distriot Administrator vho statod that
thore vwinas no sign of the lost Earhart planc in Gilbort Islands.
He furthor declared that the Gilbort Islands wore woll populatoed
and that ho maintainod excollont communicctions with tho®
islands in gonoral and particularly those to the north. Taritari
Island to tho northward is a port of entry for intor-island
stoamors. Tho Disirict Administrator requested tho Commandor
of the Earhart Soarch Group to inform tho Sonior Administrative
Officor at Ocecan Island of the precsonce of U. S. vessels ot tho
Gilberts. Commrnder Destroyer Squadron Two then sont a multiplo
radiotclegram to British Colonial officials as followa )
"RESIDENT COMMISSIONER OCEAN ISLAND AND
SENICR ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER TARAWA ISLAND.
ANY INFORMATION YCU MAY GIVE UNITED STATES VESSELS VISITING
GILEERTS IN SEARCH OF EARHART PLANE WILL EE APPRECIATED /s/
DOWELL, COMMIANDING EARHART SEARCH GROUP."
The District Administrator at Tarawa replied that he would advise
the Commander of the Search Group of any 1nformation or evidence

_received.

Upon completion of the contact at Tarawa tho U. S. Coast
Guard Cutter Itasca requested authority to proceed to Honolulu,
via Howland, to relieve personnel. In view of the fact that the
islands were well populated to the northward and communication
maintained with the District Administrator nt Tarawa. tho Itasca
was directed to proceed to Howland. .
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At 0719 15 July, the Lexington launched 41 planes in . .
acoordance with Search Plan No. One .(Annex Afirm). Point : :
of origin (Afirm) was latitude 1° 20' north, longitude 180°,

base course north, the Lamson acting as carrier plane guard

~while the Cushing and Drayton were respectively left and right -

flank plane guards. At 1023 the planes returned from the

morning flight.

At 1356 the afterﬂooh flight of 41 planes took off from

~point "C" latitude 2° 35' N, longitude 180°, The planes

returnced at 1636, - ;

The arca covorod for tho day's soarch was botwoon latitude
1° N %o 39 40' N and longitude botwoon 178<30 West to 178-30 .
E. A fow light squalls wore encountored but the aircraft stated

- thoy could sec through them fairly wgll. On the whole the

scarch was considcred satisfactory.

During the night of 15-16 July, the Loxington énd plano
pguard destroyers procosded to take stations for operations on -
the following morning. Drayton right flank, Cushing left flank -

.tnd Lexington carrier duty.

On 16 July, the Swan investigated Taputeouea and Nonuti,
This completed the search of the Gilbert Group of Islands by
surface vessels with no sign of the lost Earhart plane, Upon
comglotion of her task the Swan was released and directed to
report to Commandant Fourteenth Naval District for further
orders. She was direocted to return to Pearl Harbor.

The Itasca was enroute Howland - 0800 position latitudo
0114 notth, longitude 175-38 sast, course 90, spood ll knots,
In viow of her longer exporicncoe with curront and wind in the
Howland aroca and hor first hand knowlodge of conditions sinco
loss of the plane, tho Itasca was askod to submit to Commander
Destroyor Squadron Two her ostimate of tho most probablo location
of tho Earhart plane - (DESPATCH) FROM COMDESRON TWO TO ITASCA
0016 ASSUMING THAT EARHART PLANE OR RUBBER BOAT STILL AFLOAT
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ESTIMATE AS OF NOON TODAY MOST PROBAELE
POSITION FIRST OF PLANE SECOND OF RUBBER BOAT 0910, The -
commanding officor of the Itasca repliocd: 6016 YOUR 1016-0910
ON .LESUMPTION GIVEN ESTIMATE MOST PROBLELE .AREA ORIGIN LLTITUDE
2 NORTH LONGITUDE 179-30 EAST THENCE L..TITUDE 5 NORTH LONGITUDE
178-15 EAST THENCE L.TITUDE 5 NORTH LONGITUDE 175-45 EAST THENCE
L.LTITUDE 2 NORTH LONGITUDE 177 EAST THENCE TO ORIGIN PERIOD
ESTIMATE BASED ON FOLLOWING CONDITIONS END OF FLIGHT CLE..R BLUE
SKY SOUTH .AND EAST OF HOWLALND HEAVY CLOUD BANK LPPROXIMATELY !
50 MILES NORTH .ND WEST OF HOWLAND PERIOD IT4SCA HAD LAID HEAVY

. SMOKE SCREEN FOR TWO HOURS WHICH H.iD NOT DISINTEGR.LTED AND OLEARLwi

VISIBLE FROM SOUTH AND E.ST FOR 40 MILES OR MORE .T ALTITUDE
ONE THOUS.ND PERIOD DOUBTFUL IF VISIBLE OVER 20 MILES FROM NORTH

JND WEST COMMi SIGNAL STRENGTH JND LINE OF POSITION WOULD INDICALTE

E.RHART RECKONING CORRECT.AS FOR DISTANCE THOUGH SHE PROBAELY
C.RRIED LINE OF POSITION EAST BEFORE CIRCLING AND iFTERWARDS
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PROBABLY FLEW NORTH AND SOUTH ON THIS LINE PERIOD HER REPORTS
INDICATE HIGH FLIGHT WITH OVERC.AST AND CLOUDY WEATHER 4ND
LEVIDENTLY FLYING IN CLOUDS UNTIL THE LAST FEW MINUTES OF FLIGHT
PERIOD SIGN.XL STRENGTH INDIC..TES M.XIMUM DISTANCE 250 PERIOD
ESTIMLTED PLANE DOWN WITHIN 250 MILES OF HOWLAND BETWEEN 337
and 45 TRUE ,ND NOT NE.RER THAN 30 MILES PERIOD .T LATTER
DIST.NCE COULD NOT HAVE FAILED TO SEE SMOKE SCREEN IF SHE PASSED
SOUTH PERIOD OUR EXPERIENCES SE/ AND WIND DRIFT THIS VESSEL
MXIMUM ONE MILE 270 AND DOUBT IF PLINE OR LIFECRAFT VIOULD
EXCEED PERIOD ON THESE ASSUMPTIONS MOST PROB.LHELY JREA /S OF
1200 TOD.LY ..S INDICATED ABOVE PERIOD EXCELLENT NAVIG.ATOR ..ND

IXPERIENCE JUSTIFY .ASSUMPTION PL.NE DOWN ON LINE OF POSITION

OR THAT LINE .\DV.NCED R.STWaRD ONE HOUR ON LINE OF FLIGHT WHICH
LSSUME VIAS aPPROXIMuTELY 78 TRUE FRCM LAE 1200,

48 a mattor of coinoidenco tho probable arca set forth in
the abovo dospatch from the Itasca was being searched by

.. Lexington aircraft whilo these mossagos were oxchanged.

Tho Itaéca was reloased from further scarch duty. at 1700

who dircctod hor to furthor roport to Commandor Hawaiian Scction,
U. S. Coast Guard. Tho lattor instructod her to procced diroct

"_to Honolulu from Howland.

At 0700 Lexington oommnnood flight operations from point
of crigin lqtitudo 49 N, longitudo 178° E, base courso wost,
Ssareh Plan No, 1, with planes soarching in north and south
dlroctions. 4t 1042 all planoa roturned from the socarch and

- landoed aboard carrier. Laxington's noon position latitude

. 3-59 N, longitude 177.00.7 E.

«t 1253 afternoon flights of 40 planos took off and’roturnoc

- aboard ot 1630. The area covered is approximatoly betweon

latitudes 2-30 N and 5-30 N, longitudoa 175-40 E and 179-20
E( see chart attached). :

During tho night of 16-17 July, tho’ Loxington proooodod from
4° north 176° east east to take station, distance of 180
milos, for operations at 0700 on the 17th of July.

" At 0658 17 July the Lexington commenced flight operations
with point of origin at latitude 1° 00' north, longitude 175-40

. E, base course east. 41 planes took off dut only 39 participated

in tho soarch, Two planos returnod aboard before commencing
soarch, At 1012 landing oporations wore started. At 1017

4-B-8 oxporioncod a barrior crash ending against one of tho artor
turrots. No porsonnol woere injured. At 1043 all planes .

-‘ roturnod aboard from the morning flight.

" At 1259 on tho artornoon of tho 19th Lozington aireraft

: rosumod flight operations with a total of 41 planoa taking part

in tho seaych, Origin of oporations latitude 1° 20' N,
longitudo 176-50 E, basc ocourse east; planes aoarohins in north
and south dirootions. At 1647 all plunoa Ianded aboard.

e 11 -
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and was directed to roport to Commandant Fourtoenth Naval District 2y
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. north and 2-45 north‘ botween longitudos 177° 45' oast to 178-18

The areas soarchod on'lvlJuly were botwoon long itudes
2

175-10 E to 176-30 E, latitudos 0° 28*' south and 30° north°'
botwoon longitudes 176-30 to 177-48 ocast, latitudos 0° 12°

cast, latitudos 0 12¢ north and 1° 18* north.

Through the San' Francisco Division of the Coast Guard, Mr.
George Palmer Putnam requested reconnaissance of the vicinity

~longitude 170° east, latitude 0° 09' north for the drifting

plane. See COmFranniv 8015-2335 and 6017=1234, The Commandant

.{ Fourteenth Naval Distriot, in his 0017-1100 replied that it was
. fmoracticable to search area requested and that all the Gilbert

‘Ig-ands ‘had ‘boen searchoed.

The Navy Department roquested tho commandant Fourtoonth
Naval District, in its dospatch 0017-2112, that boforoc tho
tormination of tho scarch on 18 or 19 July praoticability
of covering tho area 170° cast longitude and 0° latitude,
Commandant Fourtoenth Naval District, in his 0017-1705,

r:questod recommendations from Commandor Destroyer Squadron
T70 in rogard to the above secarch and askod whothor or not tho

. goarch group had sufficient fuel. Oommander Destroyor Squadron

17, in his 0017-1944, statod that to oomply with tho Navy
Dcvartmont's dosiro it was nccessary to procecd immodiatoly. at

w23’ occonomical spocds and that the romaindor of tho tentative - f

pLi” es-schoduled for the 18th would have to bc abandonod.

. Fae.or, 10r ono days soarch it would requiro four additional

‘davsg stoaming to visit this arca, and also thorc was a

pu3sibility of thoe Lexington requiring fuel at Lahaina instcad
0?2 roturning direct to San Diogo as cuthorized in heor itinorary
(0017-0955 from Commandant Fourtoonth Naval District to tho
Navy Department) and as roquirod by Chief of Navel Operations
3806-0945 of July 1937. ' Commandor Destroyer Squadron Two, in
his despatch. 0016-2045 and 0016-1727 had stated that the
Loxington group was able to continue its prosont duty until 21
July if not ordered beyond limits 1740 ecst, 1° south, thus
enabling the Loxington to procood on groat cirolo to SQn Diogo
at specod 15, and for tho destroyors to proeced to Pearl Harbor
for fuel and provisions and thence to either San Diego or San

Francisco,

Commander Destroyer Squadron Two considered the search of

‘area 0° latitude, 170° longitude possible but not practical.

During the evening of 17-18 July from 0800 to 2400 Lexington
and destroyers steamod slowly on a westerly course awaiting
instructions from Commandant Fourteenth Naval District. At
midnight on 17 July the Earhart Search Group proccedod north
to carry out the final days soarch in accordance with provious
plans which would consist of searching areas covored by rain
on 14~15 July and search additional arca to tho north-eastward.

Commandant Fourtoenth Naval Distriot notified the Navy Departmont'

that it was impracticable to search tho arca longitude 170 E,

0° latitude as requestod, ond that it would not be sonrohod
,unlesa othorwiae direotod by the Departmont.'
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At 0659 18 July, the Lexington commenced morning flight :
operations and passed point of origin (afirm) latitude 2° 55' N,
longitude 177-48 E at 0714, base course 45°, Searoch Plan No.l,

41 planes were sent off., All aircraft returned aboard at

1036,

‘The afternoon rlight'bperationa‘commancod at 1300 froh poi#t

. "C®, longitude 178° 45 E, latitude 3° 48' north, base course

459, - At 1648 all planes were landed abcard carriers

' The area covered during the morning search lios in the
rectangles marked by the following points: from longitude
1780 30' E, latitude 1° 36' N to longitude 176° 28' E, latitude
%0 32' N, longitude 1770 22°¢ E, latitude 4° 48' to longitudo -

’ 179° 30' E, latitude 20 38' N, along line of bearing 045° T,

: During the aftornoon the following was searched: From
longitude 1779 35' E, latitudo 4° 35' N to longitude 179° 38°*

E, latitude 20 35' N; longitude 178° 30! F, latitude 5° 30! N

to longitude 179° 30' E latitudo 3° 30' N, _
 Aftor tho csmplotion of tho socarch cn 18 July, fho Earhart.

Search Group proceeded tcward Hawaiian eroa, tho Loxingtcn onroute

Soan Diego, courso-052, spood 15 knots, via great ocireclo courso, -
nassing near Oahu, and tho dostroyers Drayton, Lamson and i
Cuching onroute Poarl Harbor for fuol, provisions, and voyage
roratlrs, The 2000 position on the 18th was longitude 179-52

7, latitude 5° 55' N, : : e AT : :

' The Drayton had been assigned restristed availability at

* Poarl Harbor Yard for repairs to port H.P., turbine throttle

(Navy Department despatch 0017-1408).,

: The Lexington group reported to Commander-in-Chief, U. S
Fleet, for duty by Commander Destroyer Squadron Two despatch
0019-1100" from position longitude 1760 50' W, latitude 70 ‘
14' N, at 1Q00 zone plus eleven and one-half time, giving as a
tentative itinerary: (1) Lexington proceod diroct San Diocgo;
arriving 30 July 1937, (2) Commander Dostroyer Sauadron Two,

in Lamson, Commander Destroyer Division Three in Drayton, and

‘Cushing proceed to Pearl H-.rbor, arriving late 23rd cr oarly

24th, fuel, provision and complote voyagoe repairs, dopart 26th,
arrive San Diogo 1 August. ' ; Bt

" This itinerary was approved by the Counmnder-in-Chiof, in -
his despatch 1119-1710, and the "Loxington Group" orderod

‘discontinued as of the hour of hoisting Commandor Destroyor

Squadron Two ponnant in Lamson.

~ At1400on2l July Commnder Destroyor Squadron Two hoistod hié:i
pennant in the Lamson and the soaroh organization was tominated. .
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. III.  SUMMARY OF [} ERATIONS. i

The following summary is submitted showing the area in

squaré miles searched by the Earhart search group since 1l July.

(a) Square miles covered by Lexington aircraft:

13 July - ®6c0evc0000000000: 11,524 square miles
14 JUlY ' cececcssccscsccse 27,571 square miles
15 July  ®#®000000008000000 26’050 square miles
16 July 00000000000 000000 29,195 square miles
17 JULY ..  seecoscvccssccsss ; 27,652 square miles
18 Jul 29,764 square miles

TotAlecessosecocsccosccncsscsne ’ °

9060006006060 00000000

During the time flight operations were in progress, the
Lexington, Drayton, Lamson and Cushing maintained a lookout in
addition to that kept by aircraft. 5

It will be noted in Search Plans One and Two that a destroyer
was stationed as plane guard on each beam distant 60 miles. ~
The third destroyer was 1,000 yurds on tho port quartor of tho
onrrier.

In aummnrizins soarch oporations. a ten mile rront may be
assumod for the Leoxington and for theo two plano guard dostroyors
on exch boam. Aftor soarch oporations by aircraft woro completod
thore wore still two to threo hours of daylight stoaming.

It was assumed that while acting as plnno gunrd on the
port quarter of tho carrier tho aroa scarched by the destroyor
thoro stationed would be included in tho front aonrohod by
tho Loxington.

(b) Aroca in squnro miles searched by.

DATE ; ... LFXINGTON _LAMSON _ DRAYTON CUSHING

Iz July ey Piht mn gy EDBO vy e GOO% T 6007 . - 1680F.

13 Juy et s 14800 Y L 1400 1480 : Cugr:ar

14 July bt B Gl YAA0T R 1440 1440 it ca:;rter :
, Ainiw s : ik uvy

15 July SR PR |7 1 Carrier duty 1440 1440

16 July .. 1520 #1680 - 1520

17. Jwly ok g 1440 o MW 1440 1440

18 July . S : 1650 ¥ - iR 1650 . 1650

.TO 6occvbs00000s000e 1]:525 » : » . yile

" Dostroyurh ruoled rrom colorado thus linitlng dnylisht aonroh..

e 14 e
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(c) ITASCA - Estimctod ton mile front during daylight search.

DATE . SQUARE MILES
IT July - 9

BRI {

12 July ' s 1700
© 13 July : : 500 Searchod Arorai and
) : Tamana Islands.e
14 July - 800 Searchod Rurio,
. &, . Nanouki Islands,
15 July 0 T 500 Enroute and visited
. ‘ : Tarawh.
.16 July » 1900 Enroute Howland and
) ‘ roloased.
| TOPQL cecevsosssssccsss 7,300 square miles
(d) SWAN « , _ ' '
- DATE 5 UARE MILES
o % July , g ‘
12 July . Pl 1000
13 July - i R 1000
14 July - ) .800 Visited Nukunau
15 July el . 800 Visited Poru &
fie : Oonntae
16 July - = e - 1000 Visited Taputouca

: & Bonuti.

R G i

"Total ®sss000ccsvsssse 5,"55 square _miloa o ‘.
(¢) Summary for surface vessels since 1l July - ‘ ' -
Lexington ceececececcccescccccss 11,520 square miles J
Lamson  sececcececescssscssens 3,820 b " ‘{:
Drayton 0060000000000 00060060000. : 95570 e » ’J
Cushing seeccssccecvsccssssssce 7,730 s W i
Itasca ®0esccrcsosssesscncese 7,300 . g
. Swan ©0000000600000000000000 5,700 » L 3.
Total by mface craf 00epoeosecs000 » w g ‘:
-(r) Prior to 11 July, the tdllowing area, 1n‘sqﬁnre miles, is 5§
estimated by this command to have been covered during daylight Hy
by the Colorado and her two planes, the Itasca and Swan: ; ]
(1) By surface vessols: . i S A .E
0010rnd0 6=12 J\nY Go0eneseentsscsenss 10',080 e
Itasca 2-10 July 1!101\181?0) eeb6060000006 29,130 Wk
Svan 5-10 Jul nelusive - 9,950 b
: vocoooboooooooooooooogyoooqooooosooo »
(2) By dolomdo planes obo-_oooooo;;ooo;;oto;oo ,15.925 '
AR |
' . ’ . ‘ig'.
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(¢) Fincl summary for all oporntiona as detorminod by this
command - :

(1) By surfase vessols prior to 11 July | '49;160
By surface vossols 11«18 July . j . 45,640
. ' Total by surface voaaola 94,600

. (z) By aireraft - Loxington | GEL R

' = Colorado . : . 15,925
. Total by niroraft Sam m:zsr

(3) Gmnd tOtﬂl $0000000000000060000000000 25:;,281 squaro miles, ‘.

or tho oquivulont of a 500 milo 8quAXo.

ng‘sisn'nor nny OVidonéo of tho Earhart plnno,wna disocovered.
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. * Doubtful =

vOctor average or final aixtoen obaorvationa is 0.45 knots

314 trua. '

175%
1763
believed to bo error in D Re

160

< 18'0 ; ? . :

180

177 B
176 8

176 E

' 177i,.

188}

ey

179

e S .n“&

238

None

. 257

337

102
081
242

295

524

80,
262

" 000
300
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' ' R Loxington Group, :
' U.8.8. Lexington, Flagship,

Enrouto Hawaiian Area.
. 20 July 1937.

From: Commandor Lexington Group. : | e
1 S o e ~ The Commandant, Fourtoenth thal Distriot,
Subjaot  " Roport of Dnrhuxt Soaroh forwnrding.

Tnalosures: (A) Annex "A", Estimato and Dooision,
: ' Comdesron Two.
e i R - (B) Annex "B",Narrative of Scnrch, Loxinston Groupe
i Sl _c; Annox "C"; aorological Data,
I : D) Annox "D", Lexington Roport of Earh“rt Soaroh
Opcrntions. ;
(E) Appendix "A", Chart Photostat - Eurhnrt Flight
: Infomatinn. -
(F) ippendix "B", Chart Photostat - Trrot Chart
~ Earhart Soarch U.8Ses Loxington and attached
aireraft: ;
(G) Appondix "C", Chart Photostat - The Earhart
. Search )Showing tracks of all vossols
. participating).
(H) Appozdix "D" - Photostats - Scarch Plan #1,
. and A :
(I) Appondix "E" - Earhart Search Plottlns Shoot.

' 1. Annexos and appendices are submitted herewith as
‘forming as complote a report as possible on oporations of the -
Lexington group, - consisting of Lexington with iirereft Squ_drona
Vs-2, V§-3, VS-4, Vs-41, VT-2 and VB-4 ombarked, of Commnnder
Dostroyor Division Threo in Drayton, and Lamson‘and Cushing,
during tho poriod 4 to 18 July, 1957 inclusivo, and of scarch
oporations of the U.S.S. Swan and U, s C.G. Itasca while
sorving undor Commander Lexington Group during the poriod
11-16 July 1937, :

2. An offort has boon mace to confino tho aubstanoo of
this rcp:rt to mnttora of rﬁct rathor than opinion. -

: 5., Traok ohart traoinga aro boinc rorvardad undor
sopnrnto oovor._ G sl :

: 4, Tho porfarmnnoe of duty by all unita oonoorned was :
.excollont, : .

: " The oxpoditioua and officiont sorvicos rancorod by tho

Fourteonth Naval District, the Fleet Air Baso, Commandor Minoorcrt, ‘
- and Commander Submarine Squadron 8ix in proparution for the R
sonrch oporntiona, are sroatly upproointod. _ 5 B e

Y.

5.8, Dowoll
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' Forth East 22 to 25 lmots, Winds aloft Zast North Zast 25 knots,Visidility

" Presoure 20,75, TcxmeE rature 79°5 Imidity 89%, Sea Top. 64

Lnasiumaieeddh B

|
5

AERGLOCICAL PATA
| 0800 = 1200 12 July i
Ovoroast skies with hoovy rain ocontinusd. Surfooe winds wore East
was fair at timos oxcept durinz hoavy showers., Alto Stratus and Cwml
were thoe predoninating clouds. Ship's position 070 15' Nl » %720 09¢ 'l?

Surfa
EJMeBo L 4 -

1200 '« 1600 12 July

Overcast skies with rain still provailed at noon. 2 Alto Stratus with = |
8 owmlus, Surface winds were Eust Northiastorly 20 to 25 knots, 819
hunidity 89/, Soa Terp. 849 at 1450 ruin stopggd.' Baroncter began to e f
fall rather rap dropping «07 to 08 in 3 hour poriod lowest barcrmter

wind for ono n&n. lsota,

~ 29,08, Sky booamo brokon with high and low soattered clouds, Visidility .«

 Cleu : to partly oloudy .nkies' with intormitient modorate showers ow.mlu:
oyt anvil :

- 8y remaining oloudy with soven tenths of Curmilus and 2-tonths of Alto

' Variadle aky during the night with a large amount of high and mtomedht.'.o‘ i
" and after midnight; timos 2115 « 2128 (1ight) 0013 = 11 |

woather, Surface wind stoady at 18 to 19 knots from E.N.E,

mmmdr:mtgirtoaood. ' .
G 1600 = 2000 12 July

1 the tims, no anvil typs cwmlus wre noted, Lodorato shower |
ocoured at 1745 and lasted about 15 minutes, another shower at 21185 lasting'
b minutes, sky beocomo brolken olosing in and heconing overcast at midnights |
8hortl after nid-night a modernte shower ootured lasting at least om-hnir
hour, Sky broko and booamo partly oloudy with hich and low scaotterod oclouds
mmm broXen wntil 0800. Flicht oporations were held shortly after

[ ] .

2000 12 July to 0800 13 July -

Stratus, liodorato rain sjualls obsorved along the horizon at irrepular
intervals, with one of 1light intansity pasaing the ship 1745-1757,
The Cumilus was lowo with vory rogsed under surfaoces and coccripanied
with virga fomation., Visibility cood. Noostly undosiradle flying =

0800 to 1600 13 July .

Ship's position 010 56N = 1779 W, 4113 tins.
clouds of all typos. Frequent light and moderate squalls, both before
% g m d (modornt.). '

Uppor olouds wore provalent while tha lower types wero woll broken with
ocoasional large masses, Undersurface of low olouds was wvery regsed end

“assooiated with mioh yorca. Visibility very good except reduced siigntly -

during the Showsr periods. Surface winds veersd grad during the night
%0 S0uth east. Velooity rerained fairly comtaxt at about 18 knobs, but

L el

ggmua-ﬂ‘“’"”"



' Munidity 79%. Sea Tenp, 839, Oocon Surface without swell, dbut slightly
-choppy dus to wind influonce, - : : ;

- and Hunidity 3%,

. tinos, due to low clouds and showors, Surface winds voriable at sunset,
erature steady at 799} Dow poiut 739, sea temp., 64° eand humidity

-Some of the eirrus app tnnoimu the parts blown from '1

“ada g

¢, o o el o I :
MY i e T A RS e

ESAN e

feoll off ooxisidomblo nrtor aunriai ¥Wind S3E 9 Ml Baroneter 20,70
Tompe 81';: Iunidity 88%; Sea Temp, 56% point 77, ' _ kil

| | © 1600 13 July = 0800 14 July >‘ Sall

cloud smount renained constant mll day but the lower oclouds were b
varlcble, at timos reducting to two and throve tonths along the horizom,
Frequont rain squalls inteonsity pasaing the ship at 1307 to 1347. ' -
Visibility very ood, exocopt roduced slichtly dur showor period,.
Wiinds were gontle B.0.E. and South Eanterly, everacing 8«10 8. 5 f
Barorotor 29,68, Tormpe, 849, Hunidity 735, point 740 and Soa Temp,.
839, Crossod equator at 1020 at 177 06 W, Longe. :

0800 = 1600 14 July R G il 4

Ship*s pooition 019 11t y, 1799 59° B, e 2 _ r
Variadle sky during the night with intormodiate fourw and strato curmiluse
Few owmlus oontinuing along the horizon. Cloudiness inoreasing slowly : }
bufore 0800, Visibility vory ;ood throushout the night. Surface winds
veering te the 3.,3.E. and S, doorocsing in wolooity 30 8 and 6 knots, = |
betwoen midnicht end 0400, Baronioter 29,71, Terpe 8193 Dew point 74°, B |

1600 14 July - 0000 15 July

Froguent rain squalls during the poriod 0800-1600 with two passing the
ship = one at 0604 - 0927 and 1507 =1342, 8qualls wore of moderate
intensity and accorpanied with inoreased custy winds end reduced visibility J
Sky d oloudy with the enount of lowor olouds wvariadle. Ths moverent
of tho curmilus was rapid from tho SE ahd voriable anounts and varinble
8ipo of clouds wore orossing the field of vision during this entiro period.
Vory ood ziui‘bili.ty exoopt good during squalls, Tenperature unstea :
betwoon 779 and G19F, Barometer 29,60. Dow FPoint 749 F; Sea Tenpe. 83° ¥

i 011

FORARANG S

=

B

0800 = 1600 15 July

Ship's position 019 33* N, 1799 54* W, g e, i
Yarioble cloudineas during the might with upper and lower olouds, Cumulus:
as before, contimiod to move aocross the fi of vision in variadble amounts
and various sizs clouds, Froquont rain squolls were obsorved along the
horizons, with one passing the ship at 0345«0415, A largd well colored ,
raindbow wos obsorved at 0740, Visiblility very cood reduced aslichtly during
the rain squalls, }ostly avorogs flying weather « boooming undesirable at

W
oS

A R R e R A R P ds R

boo 83, steady at 180 and 16 knots, Baromoter teady at 89.87%; Temp= |

Shaasg

260018 Mly 260028 My . g

the with considercble high olcudiness, =
u’:'rnosdto g.ay : or ‘ om

.mrhblo cloudinsss
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" & heavy squall from 1310=1330, The wind inoreased oconsideradbly during
these aqualls at times reaching 27 and 30 knots, Otherwise the surfuace

5 Purt.ly nlouw sicdes with both hich and low olouds O and Alto Stratus
. prodoninating in early evoning about 2000 the A 37 dissipated and O

~ and CU remained throughout tho nicht. Ono shower at 0320 %o 0518, Visi-
- bility fair to ood during entére l.{ariod. Surfooe wind renained in ESR,

i 89.65' Tﬂ—lpt

~ lmots with pusts to 20 and 27 knots during tho squall goriodaih Py
mns on ®

~ Dow point 749,umidity unstoady 00 and 90%, Jea T
» th no unusual flucte
uations, oxcopt for a aup,ht unsteadiness dnring the rain squml. pro-

; em:t and inoressing gradually after 00800, Light rain squalls v’.aihil.zl &
L8 m -4

woeathor, Bnrmwtor fall stoadily in accordanco with the repular gg
g‘a ing the doy at a.,°

the tops or the ocumulus, Freguont rain squnua wore obsorvaed at vnry &
distancos from the ship with two ‘passing the ships One at 0006=0813

wind remained fairly oonstant from the EI® and velocities at 17-20 knots,
Prossure ren stead all day but now leveled off at 29,03, Tenp, unstead !

adove 80° and dropping below 00%t tines of squalls, Sen temp, conaton

nt 84%%, xmmidity followed the regular variation, but avercge about
' uoouauy-oaoovm.y

ke, S v»v:,

-
PR el ey

23 knota in lower lovou. Bnmmhr' :

10 to 18 knot.a& \d.nda alaoft onata

—u“., g

ooooxvmy 1ooo1c.my ' ‘ i(

‘ Ship'a position 06°56¢ Il = 175%47¢ E.

Skies remainod portly: ecloudy srith A ST and cu rodoninutim;. Curmlus
dbooorndn; woll brokon after midnight with cloudu of various foms, drifting 3
aoross the flold of vision. Lizht to moderate intermittont rein oqunlls L 7
fron 0300 =« 0518, Surface wind ronained in the B and ESE, averag b]ﬁﬁ
y

s

good and vory roode Tanpe. A1Y§ roducing vor" slizhtly
o B4, Baroneter 29.”.

Barograph trnoe showed the regular diwrnal chanso

EEs e i, £ R ey

bablyduat.ocuaw |
' 1600 17 July - oeoomauy :

Partly oloudy and oloudy slles entire day with cumalus grodomimtin’g and - |
7h odledds of the CI, CIST and A ST foirms visidle to the south end q

at times in the distances to tho SH, Visihility vory good. Avern

S

ur

ghanrm 29,66, Tempoerature vo ston
3ea, tenp.ronained

Dow Polnt dity unstoady betwoon
constant, gt BQ °*

0&0-1600 M.y 18,

Bhip'l poaxuon 03° 00° N, = 177909¢ B,
ocloudy to overcast slkles, with much higher and mtomdiuu
68 and with frequont passing showors and rain squalls after
0410 lasting until 0020, A distinot ocold front panaom ocoured at .
9 drop 4in tmnpombun.

0330, acocompanied with .05 rise of the bdbaromotor
gusty winds and very heavy showers continuing £n 0600, The ahmnr :
~ fxon 0010 tooeaomugm and nppmnnya poot rnmm vaduot. '

g "“"5-‘53- £ S Waif»vwﬁvv@,& P
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oonditiona at times othor than tho frontal 83000 mu followst ,
Barometeor 29203 teap, 8393 Dew point 7603 dity unstoady between
86 and 90%, S urI'n wind atea&r etweon 16 t> 20 diots fron the east [
nnd L3I, ° 3
1000 to end or soarch, 18 July. ! |
{ Sky odndition roduoinc t.o partly oloudy and mmining oomtant
. throughout tho day, with owmilus, v?mdomhmtim and a few tenths '
: of intormediate nn& uppor clouds visible to the xaat and South Rast,
1 Yery pood visibility and with surfooe wind steady at ESE 15 to 17 lmotl.
.. Barograph tranoe showed an unstoady gaoo during th"o“%m :
; recding 29,65, Tempe unsteady at Dow Foint 76
4 undteady botween 76 and 84, Sea tompomturo 8.
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REPORT OF E.RH..RT SE,RCH OPERATIONS 3 - 18 JULY 1937

l. In accordance with despatch orders from the Navy De-
partment and from Commander Aircrcft, Battle Force, the U.S.S.
Lexington departed from Santa- Burbara at 1650, 3 July 1937,
arriving at San Pedro at 2300, 3 July 1937. Preparations were

‘begun to conduct a search for imelian Earhart. Fuel and stores '

vere-received during the night. "pon completion of fueling at
0605, 4 'July, the LEXINGTON departed ror COronudo Roads to re=

: ceive squudrons.

5y Hihe nesiitie, By order of Oomanden ALAcRart;
Battle Force, the following squadrons, which were temporarily

based on shore, at.the Naval iir Station, San Diego, Californic,

nnde the necessary preparations for emburkution~

VS Squadron Two

VS Squadron Three

VS Squadron Forty-One
VS Squadron Forty-Tvwo
VT Squadron Tio

VB Squadron Four

Officers and men of these squadrons were recalled from shore
leave and liberty. The planes were prepared to 1y abonrd and
a lighter was loaded with baggage and spares. e,

. 3. The_LEXIwGTOP arrived ut ‘Coronado Roads at 1048 4

July 1937. The lighter with squadron personnel and baggase was

inmediately brought alongside and unloading Vo8 effected as
rapidly as possible.

4, In complidnee’ with OPN.LV despateh 0004 - 1200
Captain J.S. Dowell, U.S. Navy, came un board the LEKII:GTON
and took command of the LEXINGTDN Group which then consisted
of the folloning vossels-

" LECINGTON .
. LMSON .
o i . DRAYTON . |
The destroyers CUSHING uid PERKINS wore dirccted by Commander

Destroyer Squadrons, Scouting Force, to fuel and pxovision ut
San Podro and Join the LEXINGTON Group luter.

Mr. Paul Brook Intornutional News Service Regorter
~eame on board the LExINGTON in nocordanco with OPN.LV despatch

-I.OUG - .I.uaa
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4 T- e LEXINGTON, L.MSON, and DRAYTON departod from.

- Coronado Roads &t 1258, 4 July 1937. The following &quad=-

rons with planes as indicatod below wvoro roccivod on toard
the LEXIN&TCN

§_gU.’®RON . "Ot’r GNDING OFFICER | - NO.? L.d«h‘% . TRE
VT-2 .. 'Lt.Comdr. Sinton. b o ; i
Ve-2 Lieut. D.F. Smith . 3 g - SBU
VS--3 ' Lt.Co::dr.« MacMahon 9 G 126

, VS-41 - Lt.Comdr. Taylor ‘14 SBU

' 'VS-+42 .= = Licut. Hoskins 9 SU-4
VB-4 Lt.Comdr.»Roswull 10 : BG-1
‘Lexington ,
Utility L;.ut (Jg) carver W B 03U-3

'Onc plane, No. G~ B-4 could not lowecr its hook and hcd to ro-

turn to San Dicgo. This planc vas accompenicd by planc No.
4-B-7, 'Rcpairs to the hook wicre cffccted and both plancs.

‘rcturncd to the LEXINGTON. Licut.(jg) George L. Hutchinson,

U.S.N. dcveloped scrious illness and vas transfcrrod from

- the LEXINGTON to thc Naval Hospital, San Dicgo, via thc

U.S.8S. Chandlor at 1620, :4 July 1937.

- 6+ Duo to cnginc troublo tho dostroyor PERKINS wa8 Ule
ablc to join the LEXINGTON Group, but the CUSHING Joincd
about 10 milcs south of China Point at 1845 and the Group
proccedced to the Hawaiian Islands.

7+ In occordanco wi th CINCUS dospatch 0106 - 1225 tho
Commander of the 14th Naval District uas dirceted to assumo

: churgc of scarch oporations.

8. The LEXINGTON arrived at Luhnina Roads at 1146 8

July 1937 and thc dostroycrs arrivcd at Honolulu the sumo

day.

9« Captain Dowcll and Cnptain Noyos of thc LEXINGTON
flcu to Pcarl Harbor via Flcct 4ir Basc Patrel Planc for a
confercnec with Cormandant, 14th Nuval District, rcgurding
the conduct of tho scarch. A

C o106 A2 vcssols norc fucled to cupucity and provisioncd.
In nddition thc LEXINGTON roccived about 11,000 gallons or
uviation gasolino.' L )
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1l. Mr. Charlcs Mouncc of thec United Prcss and Mr.

:Earl M. Welty of thc Associatcd Press camc on board tho
'Ln&IdGTON by authority of -thz Navy Dcpartmecnt,

12, The LEXINGTON Group rc-asscmblcd and dcpartcd
fron Lahaina Roads for the Hovland Island arca at 1515, 9

~July 1937,

13. ANALYSIS OF PLANS FOR THE SEARCH

Manifcstly it was not possiblc to scarch morc

. than n limi tcd arca of thc Pceific Occans Thercfore, a

study of all availablc information was madc to dctcminc
the limits of the arcas of probability. From tlic mazc of
information and mis-information, it was ncecssary to sift
out that vhich was authentic and to basc conclusions rc-
garding thc scarch thcrcon. The following facts vcrc

 csteblished: 4t about 0000 GCT, 2 July 1937, inclia Earhdrt

took off in & Standard Lockhccd Elcctra Airplant from Lac,
Ncw Guinca, for Howland Island, distancc 2227 nauticel -

" milcs. Shc was accompanicd by an cxpcricnccd navigator,

iIr. Frod J, Noonans During the flight the plane wcs in

‘eormunication with the Coast Guard Cutter Itasca, nhioh

was in the visinity of Howland Island, . .
‘The plane reported its position at 0720 GCP 2 July, 1937

- at latitude 4°+33' South, Longitude 159208, uuout 295

miles from Lae, which indicated that the plane vas on its

‘eourse but making good a ground speed of only 111 knots.

The followinz radio reports tvere received from the plane

'-by the ITuSCn on 2 July 1937

4t 1745 COT - 0615 Howland time, 15 minutes befare

i the estimated time of urrivol, the plane sent the folloving‘j,‘
: message' ‘

"Tuo hundred miles out und no. land full"

At 1816 GCT - 0646 Houland Tine: :
f"npproximutely 100 miles from ITAScn, position
doubtful" ' . :

4t 1912 GOT - 0742 Howland Time:
. 730 minutes gas remaining, no 1nnd full, position
doubtful®. :

ut 1928 GCT - 0758 Hovland Time:
-,"Circling, trying to pick up Island"®,

at this time the rudiﬂ signals from the \lane re-'
ceived by the ITASCA vere of preatest strength.
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At 2013 GCT - 0843 Honlend Time? :
"On a position line 157 - 337 degrees". (This line may
'have been a sun sight or it may have been c radio
‘bearing observed by the plane on the ITASCu and it
presumubly peeeed through Howlnnd Islnnd.

At 2025 GCT - 0855 Howland Time: ‘
" "Heading north and southv, giving the same position
as above, _ _

This wan the last authentic message received from the
uirplane. .

'14. Numerous radio messages vere reﬂorted to have been
reooived by vurious cgenciag, partioularly amateur radio:
operators, vhich purpsrted to give information received die

. rect from the plane ofter it landed, Many of these messages

vere in conflict and many of them vere unquestionably false,
lNone ‘could be positively verified. These measoges vere a
sorions handicap to the progress of the search, especiaolly

. hefore ‘the arrival of the LEXINGTON Group, Infommation vae
'roceived from reliable sourcee which indieated that the

cirplane aould send no radio message after landing on the :
water. . Supposed receiyt of radio messages sent by the mise
sing flyers after they had lended, indicated that the plane
vas on‘an island or reefs .48 a .esult of some of these
nessages, the COLORADO, IT.ASCiA, and &WaN were detciled to

" search the Phoenix Islande thereby taking them avay from

the vieinity of Howland Islend, which in the early stages
of search, was the most probable arcas. after due consider=:

' ation it was decided to concentrate the LEKINGTON Group

search on the sea area, This decision was based on t he

' assump tion that the Earhart planc had landed ir the water

and that the survivors were arloat either vith the nirplane'

| oF in o rubbor .boats

15, Two Slans for aeurching the maximum possible arca 'were -

formuluted and are appended hercto. Search Plan I contenm-

' ; plated operations for an-indefinite periods By using 2A5rde‘*

of the LEXINGTON planes, opportunity: for rest periods and
for routine checking of airplanes vias afforded every third

daye. To scarch efficiently it was considered essential to

keep the personnel and planos in cxccllent condition. Jbout

"7 or 8 hours per day vas rogarded as the maximum flying time
~ .that could bec oxpocted of personnel and yet have them ros

main on the alert while searching. Search Plan II wes fore

*mulated in order that all the ship's airplanos could be
‘used at ono time and thus search tho maxinum e:oe in any
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given day. It vics rccognizod that .this plan could only bc
uscd for a single day and that at all other tines Plen I
above would have to bc used. Both plans were similar in
that they placod the planes on a scouting linc on either

:, »side of the carricr, half on a side, with a scouting dis-
. tance of ‘2 nmiles, and the scarch was extcnded 90 miles on

either side of thc carricr. In the casc of Plan T, 42

. pPlanes wore uscd, 21 on oither side. The advance along
the base course was dependent on the nunmber of plancs uscde

An coxtra plane on either side wes used to provide cn over-
lap in order to insurc that no holiday wvas leoft between
the leg out and the return lcg. Onc destroycr was uscd at

the carricr.as planc guard for launching and rccovering of
planess In addition it was available if necded for cmer-
gency rescuc work ncar the carricr. - The other two de-

- stroycrs were stationed on oithor becam, 60 milcs from tho

earricr on base courso, for purposc of cffucting rcscuc.

The carrier vas advanced along the basc course ct a spoed
which would intercept the plancs recturning from the

scarch. With ¢ destroyer on cither flank; planc s viere
never at a greater distance than 30 niles, measurcd noraal
to tho base coursc, from the track of a ship. Bascd on \
available infomation it was docided, that the nost effec-
tive altitude of the scarch was 300 - 500 fcet and the nost
cffcctive airplane specd was 90 knots, This vas confinnod
by experienco during the scarch, ; , ,

ki Infonnation a8 cbtained from tho IT.ASC4A, COLORaDO,
and SWaN to the effeet that tho average wind from tho time of
the end of tho Earhart Flight until arrival of thoe LEXINGTON
Group, vas southcast 10 knots, and the currcnt vics westerly,
avorage 5/10 knots. Since the missing plcne had been down
for absut 11 days by the tine of cormeoenccenient of the
LELINGTON ' Grou) scarch, thc arca viecstward of Howland Island
was choscn as thec ncst probable arca for the scarch.. Sinec
Howland Island was: the destination of the Earhart planc ad
inasnuch as INOONAN was conceded to be an cxccllont navigator,

-1t follovied that the plame Hrobably landed fairly closc to
.Hovland Islande. Tho weather con the morning of 2 July wvas

reported average and it is reasonablc to assunc that NOONAN
obtained star sights during the: carly norning hours. &

‘ . eircle of 150 nmiles radius ccentered at Hoviland Island as

sclcected as tho probablc boundary of the arca in tvhich the

- forced landing took placo., This arca ¢ould bo oxpected to

travel westward with the current and wind., If thc sure

vivors rcrnained with the floating planc, the wind vould havo
little offcet but had thoy abandonod tiic plane and uscd the
rubbor boat, tho offecet of thé wind would have beoen added to
that of the: curront. No infomation was available on which

to basc an estimate of tho offcet uf the wind on a rubber boat
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but unddsubtcdly rind if ap‘rociablo, would nove o rubbcr

boat at a conﬁarativoly groater speced than thc currcnt.
After considering cll fcaturocs of the scarch it vias de=- =
cidod to usc Plan 2 (all plancs) on the first day, and to
sonrch in the vicinity of Howlend Island. Thu rcason for
carching Howland Island was that it wes tho destinction
of’thOVEarhart Plcne and if the scarch began on the cx=-
trcie castern linit and worked to the westuard, it vas
belicved that eventually c drifting plane or a rubber boat
would te overtaken and. further, that continuity cf tho
scarch would thus be cffccted. Had tho planc overshot

Howland Island it vas concluded that the drift tould navé‘

takon it back to the wostiuard and thoreforc no search
cast of Howuland Island was deaied neccssary.

17 On the norning of 13 July the LEXINGTON Group
arrived at a point about 100 nilecs north of Howland Is-
lond and began tho sccorch. The vicather was squally vwith
vwind veloeity 22 to 28 knots and general flyinz conditions
worc undesirables . scarch covering about 10,000 squarec
riiles however was nmade and the cirplanes werc rocovercds
In the afternoon about 27 plancs werc launched when rain
squalls prevented further operat ions and niade it nccc=-
ssary to recall planocs alrcady in the air. Even though
this rirst days scarch, due to the unfavorable weathcer,
did not cover as grecat an area 4s vwas plmnned, it was
deccided to nove furthcr westuvard for the next days

operation in order not to losc tino in arriving at what
vas considered to be the nost likcely arca. Curront amd
vwind cxporicnced by the LEXINGTOL Group eonfirned tho
infornation previously rececived that drift of the float-

ing rlane or rubber boat would be definitely westward

and at an apprcciable rete. The wind on this dey, and

~.on all dnys of tho LEXINGTON Group search, was stronger

than expeeted, averaging adbout 18 - 20 knots.

18. Corrieneing 14 July and continuing up to and
including 18 July, scarch Plan I wias uscd. a8 & coin=
cidence, the arfternoon flight of 14 July bucun at Lati-

tude 00200 and Longitude 180°, On 14 and 15 July sorio
interforence vas, expoericnced due to rain squalls. but in
genornl'tho,aruas on thesc days were considered about 90
to 95 porcent coverod. . Planes on the scouting lincs
approaching a rain squall neccssarily had to divert thoir
course soiovhat ' to avoid dangorous flying conditionss.
Usually howevor, squalls wore not vory thick and the

: planes could oceilj pass through or around thcn. The

L
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crea coverct by a heavy squll, of e.ursc, could uot be
scarched but this had to be lLceecptud as aree lost in
orcer not to dclay advbncing of thc scorens Figuring

the <rift, lotor scorch, om 17 and 18:July covered

vrcctically all of thce arca rilssed on tlosc t%0 duys.

19..0n 15 July thc LE&IhGTON oncountcrud ¢ curront
widel GoVG .. Coecidca set to tho northkuest. Because of
tiis cand eclso the faet thiat the wind had ‘boun friis south
southecst £orco 3 to 4 sincd the biginning of tic

LEXIJGTOY Grou; scarch, it was dcecicod to extend tio

scerch to the northvestiard on 16 July. 1In general the

vind and curronts vero grocter in the norticicstoerly

direcetion than CX\cctoc. ‘lcathor conditions c¢s reguras
r.in squalls in;rJVOu on the 16th cnd fron this cdey uatil
thc cnd of tho scarch, prccticnlly no crea tes loft une
scarched on. tliis ceecsounte During tho foraing of the lsth
an unicdontificd stearior wis scon ty thic sc-rc.iuu

vlanes in latitudc 04’-38'N, Longituce 177°=32'E, T:is
vas tre only vessaél not a part of the scarch forco wlich
w8 sighted byftho,LEKING“ON Grou;e. On this 1~y tho
nortiern flank destroycr cncountorced dcfinite northe
cesturly vwinds indieciting thzt 1t vis not uLCOBBGrY to
oxtoncd tlic scareci rurtlor to tho n)rth.- : ‘

] 20, Sincc tho 8a111n5~D1ructiJns cnd Clirt indi-
coted tust breikors vore rojorted in tids wrce ia 1914,
on 17 July all ;ilots vwurc instructed to look for
sl.oal wotere No reef or Ciseslorcd uater =8 sigited
althiaugh the veaticr s clecr cni visibility tes ood
widell indicatos thict this shoal Zous st cxiste On 18 .
July tlic sccreh arca uas sclocted so as to iacludce .
aroecs niissed cuc tO rein squells on 14 and 15 July and
to oxtond the socrcb to-trc narthc“sttard.

. 8ls Tic liust prob:blo arcas L.ving boon covercéd
unon (I ﬂjlutidd ol oir o,cr tions in tho ofturnoon of
18 July, oriers voro reccivel to Cisc~nt1nuc tiio socrch.

224 apponcix. (..) is a cliart of the lost fliglt >
Lo Eariirt rlince uipemdix (B) is o chart slowing the
uI‘QC‘ covercd bj tho L JIUGTON Grouy® scarche ALrendix .
(C) is a cl.crt of the catire arce scarci.cd by ti.e Earhurt
3coreh Groupe  Appondix (D) eonsists of tuo dlagrans
shovuing tho tr(ck of tho e- rrior, LcstrJVJrs and aireraft

crployed in Scareh Plens 1 cnd 26 Theso ;lons are sinilor’

oxeccrt that thHad aireraft cre aijloyd by scorch ,1cn 2,
thLc flibnts are 1on50r ~nl tic edavanco groctors 4 Flank

. Scaut Cczzmnior was, 1uced in elicrgc of cach Flank but it

.8 found acecssi.ry to furthor divice cceh flank into
thrco Gr ups ‘igu g Group lcanor 1; ouiatoly rcs . onsible

.'-47 v
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for his group. This facilitated passing around and

through squalls and provided flexibility of the Scouting
line, During the search operations the problem of re-
covering planes when squalls existed was a matter of con=- -

Ssiderable momemt. Bearings were frequently taken of the -

' windward squalls and. it was found that with careful maneu=

vering of the carrier they could be avoided. Reports

- fron airplanes of' weather conditions to windward were also

of value in this connection. By carefully timing the
scarch, the start of which was announced by the flank com=

5.nanders the position of any given plane of the search 3
' . coulad roadily bo determined at any instant. fadio bearings -

" wore froquontly taken both by tho planos on their loops

and by tho ship. Thcse bearings scrvoed as a good check of
their position. ' Radio boarinis wero also takon on tho ‘

‘flank destroyers cnd were of matorial assistancc to thcso

cstroyers in meintaining stations. Appondix (E) is a
Plotting Diagram for tracking plancs while on soarch.

23. Tho statistizs below indicate thc oxtont of tho

‘oir operctions during tho soarch poriod’la July to 18

July inclusive:

.

Arca Sc“rchud - 1al 556 squara milcs
{ilos Flowm - 143 242
Plano Hours in tho Air - 1591 l

24, 'In goncr“l air oporations woerc ecrricd out
smoothly. Communications werc oxccllente There was only
onc instance of radio failurc of a planc,which resultced-
in that plance's olimination from onc flight. There wero
two minor eirplanc accidonts in  whieh damage of matorial
recsulted. The morc scrious of thosc occurrcd wthen plane

. 4=3-8 fciled to cngage the arrcsting gear andg tiho plano

.erashed into the barrier. The damage was such that a
major overhaul is nccossary. The sccond uias occasionod

by planc 2-T-13 landing off ccntor to tho loft, vhich ro-

sultcd in damagoe to the loft lower wing and landing goar.

i No injuries to porsonnol occurrod in oithor of thoso

acoidonts./
: 25. Excopt for tho comparativoly small areas that

. wero blankod out by rain squalls, tho socrch as thorough,

o AN Mo ot

end it 18 tho conviction of thc aviators who did tho
‘flying that necither the Zarhart plane nor the survivors

wvore in tho arca scarcheod. An estimato vas obtained from

‘tho ITASCA, vhich vossel had had tho most oxporioncoe in

tho Ho 1and Island aroa, of the most probablo location of
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; ' tho missing flyors on 16 July, if afloct. This cstimato -
i coincidcd Iith that of the LEXINGTOL! Group. :

: _ e LA 206, As a rosult orf the’ oxporionco of six days ; "
: ' aontinuous flizht oporations, it is beligwved thot tho . i’ -
.sccrceh plans devisod aro aound. Tho porforncncc of Bl A e

 porsonncl and motorial was satisfactory ia cll rospocts.. :

E Tl 3‘A27.'AlthouCh unfortunctcly tho fatc of tho miésing i ”"f
flyors rcomains a mystcry, it is considorod that tho = - - r.”-'g

b Sl scarch mado was officiont ond that tho arcas covorcd ﬁ
{ woro ‘thc most probable oncs, basecd o1 tho facts and e
| : informntion ﬂvailablo. 4
* ;o
; ' A

LEIGH) NoYss /- LSl e ’

: SRR e i . Captdin, UiS. Navy : ol
e T .‘ ; et ; i CQmmnndinG, U.S.8. Loxinston. (it o
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