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~::ltlili;.nt, ll\rurtet,.-,th Hr.v:).l Ja3t1"1ctt J 
~be Chief. of ;J;.;v,tz.l · Opc:rut..1_or1~• . .. .. . · ·· J: 

. {!C;J•lrt O:l f,~.rhtU-.t O(.\ -.i.\'Cb1 ~-l.8 J ·ul,;t t- . l~i~7 .• -- - -: .. -- .;..:_ -- ' . ...,.- .... -. r 
< ~~> i>i:µ~~ tch rue. . · · .. · I · . · "· 1 

: . \ 1::1) Co:.ai.i ·11iuil:i~ vf1'1cll:r 1 Co;;;.~ t Oue1~ C\i.ttor, · . ·. :· .. . , \ 
II1 ;:....C.1t , .r~~iOl"t. I " l 

' C ?h.)tO•.it l; t llJ,,;A.:A · r iLrc '" CLt.trte ., :- r 
t) Cor~ 1 ::..J.d l.n 1; Oi'fic t.1r 1 U~:~ \;O I.1J~1 

.. ·1 t'0 1 rt: ?ort... . · . 
E . ?htJt i; r.; t, .r t COLCh. W IJ"(H.~t Chnr t, ~~l(H~t 1;. . . .1.· 
·p n n fi · n " 
u Photo~t.at I.JG:... :J'. .JJ.J True}: Ch :1 J't• ·. 
li Photo:;t.bt i_i;.;·:. Lt&.;:;.:,.ou r?·ccic Clax·t . 
I ?l.wto;l t ht · U'~:.,\ D~ I¥l\Xi l't«.1ci(: Ch·u·t. ·. 
J Photo:.it.. fi t u~r. WL:!l;H.• 'l r 1>.CY... ChLl' t. . 
A . c:omr~~-mi-i.i1il ·orr1ccr Ll-i~!H'iJ:vN . Gr•.:>up. r.c ~;o r \\.. 

' . 

' • I J' 
. ·l . .. I 
. : .} . 

, . . I . 

' 
. 1. A.~cli~ :n rh£ir~ ·~ 'ut~ .na .Fr~ :d J. i ~ oont'l. 1 rn.~;c~et:-G 

in :1 l ; .il'\C" i>J.~lC .Cll ~:.ht fJ.1,'0 Umi the· ;,:.Jrlcl, .dc;1u .. !' t. c-d . L~a , r: 1.'·:~' . 

. : i 

. ·.i 
.Gu!ncu, :·.t · l.JOOL .... JuJ.y , tiou0~J.inu.3-t'>i~-.titll"),· or ; 400, l ,July, 
G. c . 1., t'or HO\\ ' 1fi<l ! ;1l r.nd .t ·.n1<J · fli ( ht ~.:..,,,~; 4i;U.t\ t '11E.>d by L}w \Jv.., 
UG;t; ,,iu . t. ''- :J~u·u~~- l t:t.ly r:i.1u1:>oinL o.f th() fli :1::1t tJ .~ by. the .··"~ 
U . ··~ I , c l '~ .- I ' } 1 · l \ .,., 1 i t .; f. ,...... . t' t t L . 1 • :.; •• ~. ,,~ • • ;;. ;1..t.. ·~i;, a" A.O" 1..:nu. _. ~11: \I u.... ..:.· <' ;..u ic::~ .s i) U $ .~. .1: ln JL • · ' 

"· 
".'. \' 

t 
. ·/. t 

\.'::../ 1·r~1 J . i~o" l "11u . ··nd J..JonoliU.u to ~'\lh l'Cl .t b J '!'\ffll. t l e !{, of t b•I'..' 
. 1·11 ·ht.. 1;j<'.Cf:[)t . for t.1:e cc1·vlcc1s .of the mn.·.1:.i-.lO t.i~cJ t?4c- n•;.~; .· .. . 1 

!!;.llU t:cntl.cr· .1•epor t 5 i'l"O.:l.i. !t.hu" It'loct 'Air &se., Pearl ll~rbOl";' . the .. ·. ~.·. 
U;... vy_ h.C!.'1 no cot.rrnc~ion 'l- lth t.he flight. ., · · · . . ·t l' 

· · i: . · . .1.t .uoa1 t J'uly, ·1nro1TJ: .. t.1on . ;-a.:t·~c~cc .&.vc-'d tfu~ ~ .. · j 
· 1•t..ilu.ro QJ!' thc · 1'l1 ,~ht.·~ ·il~ 1.i.:1::J.ncut.1. ~ ·~borlil.1 thvrm~t· t. c ~ t llt\ t '. :'>. '. 
. t.he pl:.~O(i \': 1~:.l b,:,1,•,it? Y~O to v() c;loi n. . . . · . \ ... _ . "' 

I 
I · 
I 
I 
I' 
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I 

. ·l 
" 3. . At '. 14001 Si: Ju.lJr, the COti:J.f,ndant; •:oll:t'"~:t·rcd r.ltt1 th~ lj 
Cotiimw.101·,. ~1t1ccl· a.u., L·~ tt.lc i'orce (t.hc.~ ~~nior orr1c.~1· ?rte~<:.rtt h 

' iSlo .. .,L), .. iil\tl t;;l~c Co"~v:,i.n.d.1.n~ ~)t!lcer., }i'~cd; Aj~1· · -~ i~$C. ' ?t::a1·J. n ,~ l~ "· ' I 

bor t .It '~f1..l . bGrr.1 c.'(1 .. t l::..,:: ~ lVJ l:UiVcl VCS ';el ;.~~~ti11X\Cd in tt!•;" (L iitA ·'.'.' . . ~ 
\1.r..tCll'J;,," \·:~ ,a tNi. t t; blC tor Get~l'::.ll Op<.; ~"t:.- t1oru,.,. in the a· 111t tr~ t · :? r ca . · .':-. : : ·1, 

·an ~ thr,.t, 11 P&. uc~t1l-i)l.e.n(£: c1.1uli!l r e:..t.oh Ho'>.l (Jnd Jtslond tll'l.d, under · · . . , . . 
:fLtvo:t·ehlci cond1tl ~.,.a c:oUld C1f:lt'l7 out Un1tcd oper<i. tiono• be:;- . · h .. ·. . 1 

in~ · on. tho .I.1:. l hCJ.!. 11 th.e t>o?"r~t~cn\~ 'It&$ D>) 1nJf'on;;"'~ • · ·lk<:'Ji rmhilt't · ·'~1 · .. · t 
the Detll~r t.!11imt Ill.tel d11•ected ·the Co.••aiemdunt ·ot . the. i-1:>Urite(1ntb . , .'; ... • ·i " . ' . . ,. /" . ( ;:.:-. .. :;- " . J . 

. I I ' •·r" I\ • i i • •-( 

; ! 
. ,. 

,•l- " .. . ; .. , . 

'I 

.. ' . . I, 

. }. il .~ ~ : • '··, : 
•· ~ '' •· ' J, ~ ... , ·'' V -• 

. . ' 
·,·, .. .. 

: . . ,; 
·.·· .. ' ., .' 

. ...... ...-; 
!. . 

' ~. 

~ . 
' . 

,/. ' . h 
1 



fi

--- . 
' 

' ' • < 

\ • . 

. . 

i 
1 

I 

I 
'. 
) 
I 
l 

' ' , ' I t 
\ 

·I 

I 

I 
I. 

. 1 

l . 
l 
i / 
r /' 

. / 

/ 
/' , 

, I 

' · 

.,..... .~ . 

' ' 

6UbJ C·C: t, I 

........ -~ .. 
N:...v:.::i l l>i::t.rict. . to u sr: .-0.ll ::i vdil&til<-: nnvEil f.l.l.CUit:it.:n in the · 
t.1Ciii.l'ch. Accordln~lYI it. 1~t-~1 d ecided to disp•l.:.. tch El seripl e.nc to . 
lic.>'>-l ~~nd t-~·id c.t lSJ::51 · ;: July J i)lltrol plurie U-?-31_ L.J.e\l~encult 
_1i . l, . lib.rvcy,. co1ltll.mding1 dr:·,~1-,E::d t'ror.i P03t'l lltz.z°1)ol' l1o1lll,:m:d 
L :Jl~d~ 'l'ht; lIA~CA ,'tHU directe.d to .s tond by a.t.. Ihll'i,l.ir.nd t.o t und .. 
'the· p.li:i.ne ' anc:l the mtA?{ to ;;rocced t.oward. iiOllllllld t - · . • , , 

. ····., ' . ,. . 

4.... . . . Xh e Dopartracnt p:rom ~.tly . i:ppr·ovud the r c cotie.:l ·..;nda tl.on 
1.hi. t t.h . G0LOhiJ)0 1 than in Honolulu; be diYcrt.<.:d f rom l?~~r. · . 
Il.v.- · .c;. Crui ~;i~ t9· Join th& :lCarch1 E:nd · t.hc . CO.IiHilll.Q--·~Hl8. t~t · 
£ll~) , ;~ .·Jul:,r, •>rde J~C'<l. t~ ;>roce~d, ·r.hcn .fuolr.:d. I.n a. conXcrftnce 
wi th tht' . Ccm;11~ .• .nd.l:ng Ofl'icet I u::, · C ;)I,,Of~ADO, i)rJ,.or to his dep.ar~ 
uro l'r ·lm ,?ctP·l · m.!.ri>or1 he lf~S g .1, vcn .f!.ll -1.n..fcr!JU:t ti.on t hen a veil- . 
oblv, ;,~n4 it 'n1s ·'!l. ltrer~d t l i&t · the COii.Jht.r..o li i.ould· .first ·.H!rr,..rc.h · 
the ~J O:LLth.NJ .. st uadt·~~t. !~·om. Ho~•,1.a.nd · :s.ntl t he .?hocm.lx I~l(;.oos. 

oi . ·. The . p~~·t~rol plr· nc; CO'~<iand~d b:t X.1eut~n~nt H~r'fC"/ . 
~>.nd lilAJ::lll e 1i by the follo~ .&.nir pcrsonne-l,- procoadoo ·tolfard lk'i1\lancl 
t. lu·oµ~h t he ni1;bt of : ;.;~;:> JUJ.y, · cautl'.ct1nu true· ~\~Alf euravte ·on · 
3.ichcdulc. 

fI: iU:;Q;·nu.. PLUN..L fLJJf H-i· · 

Li{.ut cni:111 t v.·. ?; • Hr~vE·y, co.me:.nding• 
Li· 'Ut£r.L~.nt, . {J i.<} w. 1' . trro11~ · · 
L1 t·Ut <?l'.1Li:l'lt (J &} 1. ~ . Lyt.l19 . . ... 
JLVia.t.hlll ·Cadet P. \. ~cl.th · · 

. , 

· v4 . c. Curr1, A.C.J,.'1 • 
. E.. J. }~cCor~iU.ck.1 C.h.¥. . 
F. ' ~. Williti.ma 3d .. R.». ~-o. 
C~ L. ingll~m, A.1'. }.(.~-o • . 

At 0710) 2:S Jul.y 111 1.J..l;Utenimt HarViif r oport.edi 
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SubJeot& 

---------------------------------------------------------plane \0 Pearl Barbor a' 1920, a lul.7, at\er biting ln tho · air 
. for U bl:n1ra and IS m.inute11 and tly11lg Gpprox1•• t•l7 t5'10 M•1l 
all••• raul\leaa ho-war comrl\mi8ai1on waa maintained throt1gh• 

· OU' \he nigh' ot th• plane.I n&1'1ga,lon •aa ac1:au.r.-ato, aa en• 
· .c!onoed b:r oonta.o\a •1th ••irtaoe nasola and ludt'all, all ot 

11hloh ·0~11urre4 )r•o111•lT c>n aobe4ul.•• Thl• peiirrormano• or · 
duty rei~:ieol•• grea\ ere41' ·on I.1•u\•MA' Jlan'9ir an4 itie otrioera 
8Jll4 ruon ,,.t hi• csz••• 

. ' '~ . . 'I'ho Depnrtmen 1t 1DCiUiro4 .... to the :reaaib111'7 ot 

·. . l ' ... / 
' . 
' ,. 

I . 
I 

.ileAplaJM11 aouroh oporat1ona baainf'. on Johnatoa :calan4t Th• 
Cmmllftn"an' · oona1dere4 thin lrtprao tioable·, 4ue· to the 2800 11119 
,u.rn ar<•1u.nd betwean Howland and Johnston Ialt\nda a.n.4 ata\ed · 
\ha' 1t • more extena1Ye .1aoarob \ht.m· poa•1ble .'With ti. c o1.0l!\ADOe 
.lT•SC.\ 1 aJ\4 mrA1f wore dealred, a carrlor 1tQ\lld be tlw mat . 
preotloabl• and ettio1eni ~'• / 

. . .' 
. b. . . The I.JiXINGTON · Orou1> waa organlzet · 1~n • My, oona1•'-

1ng or 1•ho l...KXI NO'I'CH·f, LAM::>orl. DRAT'i'Or~. cu::lllIMO,, and r.1uu:INIJ (U. 
last T08G01 •a• lator · do~lohed trom the 6'l"Oup, du• \o Nioh1D•l"1 
irou't>l•I• Undox- commo.nd ot CaptaiA J. s. Dowell, CommaA4er1 . 
D••tro,..1r 3qwidron Twol \Ji1a group •a• expedi t :Loualr uaembl.M 
and departed tor H•••1 • ~r tuel, tben.oe io p:rooe_.4 to. \he 

· ••aroh .. ftl"9•• · 
'• . The ITASCA •nnwhile had reaume4 h•r aeeroh opera'l­

ln tbl ,,lolti1 'Y ot Howlan~l Ialand t U . ahotfll ln her report U4 . . . . 
\raoh ollan. 'rhe dttricl.lJLtiea oontront1ng ur miq be lar.erret ·. 
trora the. tollowing 41s;patoheas · · · · . · · . · ._ · 

7R0Ut IT.A.SO.A. 
TO I COZJHAW5EO . 
Ila01 . OOW"JWIDIV . .. 
1001 lOtm ecoa 1A01 \TE HA.11' HAD NO ron ITIONS ' 
O~JJJ.l ·SP.LG OO COU·l4 . C)R COUI~ES FRO~ I::AlU!ARTS 

. PLANE EXCEPT HO. C.ALLi D LlNi or po~ r~noH AT 06U 
1iHICH BAD No · RU ~:mtKCE l'OINT l'EL!UOD ,-,!IS W.VJ: US 
NONI or. HER BlURlli OS PERIOD Enl~EV:r. . UHi PABSID 
TO N0R.TH AUD iA'EST or Isu..ND ABOUT 0000 lw-tt> 
1.U58ltD x~ir IN ~m at.AHK Oi' ro: ~;INO S!r.tli 'I'BOU(B~ . . 
n W'~ F.B: SMOKlliG m:4VIL1' -,,.T 'J:HA-rr l'Ild P&Rl0%> 
JUDQ8 SKI CAMI OOlfll B~'U?f 337 .AMD. t0 71\0ll · 

.. ' .. 

.. . HOWI..UD Am> trlTJttll 100 UILB8 rmo·o. ll'Afl . ,. ' . 
-,. BROADCASf AD liDICATJJ) UGI. 
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' . · JWlJH I'r ASCA . . 
TO . a ·COMSAJttRANC UlCO DITI 
IKJ'OI COJ!JL\~K SECTIO?f 

. . 

· 6008 • ••• • • • •• .x~uutA.RT . ONLY .t.Cl.'lfOWIJ::DOr.D. 
JU~C IUVING ITABCA SIGNALS OHCi AND DID UOT · 
Al\!J/\-::R ~~t;;~ STIOH.~ AS TO POSITIOS C01JR3E n;Eia> 
OR AXl' SCl'~"D TIM.' ARH.!VAL rruuoo ~;A :Rli.AH'l' U!lZD 
VOIC3 E!N 'l'IRHLY STA "i'IC Itrl ... ~ itf :~ ti ··:rtC.6 HZAVY Alm 
ITA:;CA n;;cF.rTl:OM FilA1GQf1'ARY Ut E.AlltLY HOURS 

- ........................................ 1·04.~ 
. . 

l'be ITASCA 1188 " OOTttrln~ an · area. al.Ong tho .probablo ear~ traOk 
when 11pparahtl7 reliable l"fldio intorcopta indicated \ha' the. 
. :Sarhn:r-t . plo.no wa.a 201 m1leuJ north ot Howlruul • . Tb& S liA.N waa 
approaoh1~ that . •1c1n1ty enrouto to nowland and wiu 41note4 
•o conduct ooord-ina ted a~e;roh with the I'I'ASCAe Tho •\•amahip . · 
MOO~SBY alao Joined 1n the fru1 t.lesa 1earch i;>t th1• &Ma. · 

. io. . . On G. J\117,. tho Comnandant 1 Four.teien\h UaTal Dletrio\; . 

I ' • 

1t1u1 ~:treote~~ to t .nke oho.rft,G or all. naval ro~1eu engag•d 1a \he · . 
· aoaroh • . The ITASCA •na "loo d1rooted by coas\ · auard Moadquarten 

to opera to undor the Contaandant• s nuthori '7• Aooordingl70 the · . 
Commrui(Ung otr1oor, US3 COLOR.A.DO, then appl'Qaoh1~ •h• area, ••• .. 
41r~o1tcd to take charG') ot all T•snola ln tbo are;a and col\duo' · . · 
a ooord1nat41d · .oearob until thft a.:rr1val ot Cozmnan.d.er, Do•tro79r · 
Squo.dron TWO 1 whon the · la. 't.er •ould \a~ oT•:r oom12n4 • . 

\ 'l_, 
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ll. . '1'he detail• or · the 8earob wero le.rt to th• 41aoro- . 1 · 
\lon o! the Comman<ilns Ott'1cer, UiS COl.O.RADOe The doolaion io · 

. aearoh the cauadront aoutheaa\ t"rom nowlnnd. and ~ha l1hoon1x Iolanb 
•'111 appenred to be sound. The ae~roh waa oonduotod a• aho~m . 
1n iho c;o1?mu.iJi~ins ott1oer, uss COLORA.DO, report, enoloaure (8)• : 
uo •Tidono• ot the tlyora or tho1r pll\lltl n.a toWl4e noweT•r, b:r · 
.•11mlna11.n.g \hat quadrants- tho I.~XINC'.1.'0N Group w1u later eno.bl~4 
w plAI\ .. sm4 •x•wte a more prnot1oe.bl• an• .ore ox'9aaiv• •G&l"Ob 
ot th• .· .. awrn aemioil"Ole trott Uo•l.en4. · 

ia. · · · ira order to r.1ens9 \ho COLORADO a\ the .. rll••t 
praot1oabl• date, 1'C was d1•01de4 \hat ah• 11houl4 oomple\e 'he 
eearch ot tM Phoenix Iaiand nnd T1oin1 tTt \hem prooee4 \o rea·· 

. ~ezv~ '•1th · •n4 tuel the LEXINGTON Qroup 4eairoyera. 'l"Jl1• •••. 
· . done. on 12 July on4 the . COLQRllOO released tror:a · turt.ber du~y 1n 

· oonnootion ·•1th · ihe aearch· ·· The rea\11.t ot ·her o:pera\1ono wu 
4e!".1n1 t•lT to eatabliah· ihl!l t n•1 ther '1l• pl.al\• aor 1\n paoaeil• . .. .. .. 

·· . . ge:re wore a-.hore tn 'b• Fhoenlx . o:roup and -~ore tore UL&' tiler .· . 
wen aot on &BJ' lm@wn lan4 •1,hla .f.50 ml.ea ot · Hio•lan4 an« tha' . · · 
the7 ••r.e no\. atloat ia •he •xteuiw an&• eea,,1he4 'b7 t.b• ald.p 
an4 ber thre• ••aplaa••• · 'JM 4utr ... •tt1oiuU, ,.w-.t .U•a- . · .. . .. ' ' . ' .. . " 
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SUb·Joota · · · aepor' ot lta.rhart $fi)anh• 2-lS J'Ul.70 1937• .. ' 

. --~--·----------------------------------------------------... aon41 tS.ou . ot . oon: i4erabl.e hazard·. 4ue .to \h• lnad•fiWIOT ot · . . 
l"neya ot·. the WO,el'• traTeraod. · Du.rln« \he period ot bia ·~ 
mo.nd or tllti aeoroh1ng f'oroe, \M 00t1JSn<1lll~ ot·r1cer or · \!Ml · · 

· 001.01lA1>0, Captain w. 1;.· .1'.rle4<tll, •x•z-o1••4 .ou.n4 Ju4pua' 
and ·er.r,ot1•• d1reiot1on or \ha uni\a ., P\1• 4-\apoaal. 

. 13. · · While th• LEX!NOTON ol'Oup waa tuolln~ a\ Lahaina " 
·. · a.nd ~onrl . Uarbot'1 · the CoaMndant held a oonferenc;e •1th the · 

Cornrnnnder& Destroyer Cqua;dron !llO, ~ Com:.111nding or:-1oer ot 
the T. E'i'G~G'f'ON, ~nt1 o.on1or CIO~!lnders 1!l th• 01 .. ~rlo\ a i wb11Ja · . 

·all ftT1'\.1lable 1nrormnt1on and atud1o4 ot the ••41.thor au4 Jll"O~bl• 
lo~at1t!>1' or .\he ~arlulrt p:tano ' y;ero ~de !'J'Yn1labl• to the . . . 

. t :::::1:" Iitairou oropp. '.l'ho d41:ly esaroh plan tor the I..XXI?'\·crroN · 
Group ,,as subm1 ~tecl and a;ccoptod. Tho detail• . o~ tho atud1••. 
41\d as;sumpt1ons · aro 1nclu111e1 in those oet to~th 1n COml\&Dd•r1 
LR:\l!lO'.OON aroup r&P')rt,. e111oloeuro· (K), and ~ om.J. \wd trot& 
\hi• ropor' . tor tho· eak• . ~>f' b:to'fi.'Y• · .· 

' ' ' 

14.. . Commn.ndor, . De11tro7cs~ Gq,undron. . ~o1 \Ook oYer ooia- · 
mruid 01~ "11 uni ts· 1n the. •fJarch e.na. on ll JUl7 GM pu\ into . . 

· ett10\ his aooroh plPlftt .b.l&c.td on tho 1nforma tion aTo.ilable lip W 
ihat tt~ and oubJcot . ~o ~Jertain iim1 tat~ons or. tuol and .. . . . .. 
endurance or tho ve:uurlt ln h1a . com.r'.lfln4. · The L J'CXUl'f)TON waa 

· nq_ulred to oon;plo\s· tM •>1,.~ :ra\1on on<l rotur1t to \he woa' coaa' ' 
.with tho tl.df'l oa board • . irho ITASCA and s w.u1 could oporat• . . · 
until l& J\tly and roo.ch nonolU:lu w 1 thout- re:tueling. · 'i'h• de..; .. 
t?'PY9l'a Oolll<1 rm toh tbo J .. IO:IUCJJ.'ON' B tilile 11.mi \• 'ibtre ·w11• . 
'\hua t:tlt absolute IW1X1raum nt ui1l\• . auoccusaiT• da:ra tor openL• 
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. tlo.na 1n tho eearoh eroa . .. :PruA~no• diotated c rnduotion or 'hi* tUie to. •oYon dn=ra' oparo.t1on.o 1n order \o prov14o • · 
.. ' , · .. 

. rtt••r:t'•• Il'i order. to !ns~1re an etf1o1en• eeel"Oh despite ~ . ' ' I ' • ~ • .. 
' ' · u\1o1pl\te4 bad weath·er1 \b~ cor.raanda.nt 41reote4 iba t th• . plnn 

. :·p~do tor not mre than atYftn 4ay~ of' :a•archins end ll\o aube 
••qU8DUJ' 41rootod iha.t 1t tciriaina·~ ca la Jul.7, it good ••••h• 

· preT!'illod ~ . 18 u4 18 July, ·Other'l,18• the ••arc~ aho\lld en4 • 
. 1.9 J'Ul.7. Th• coimnani!•~p Dtatro~r Squa4:nn Two\ aooor4ingl7 "· 
. >.&14 out and u.out•4 ·Al• .Plan ot ·•an••·•• ..... la U. ,... · 

.. ' I 
par~ • t \aohact. · · · · · · · · " 
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· . lJ· . .. '!he 4•t41l• ot ·the plan and tll• r•~•ona tor 1 t .• 
· nrioua proT1a1ona were 1wn4 and met w1 th tb• tv.ll epprOTal ot · 

\h• Comt11All4Mt. Th• opere t.lon wo.• nll oono•iTed ant akUltuU7. 
exoouted. I\ "tlaot.a gNG\ ore41t on th• searo!i Commander, 
Cap·ta.111 l. ~· Dow•ll, .end on 'the oomrnnn41ng ortlo•r•l· otrioera,. 
a.nd orew~ ·ct t.he •••••l.• Md. plu.• aq\la4J'OllJI und~ h • oomman4. 

lS • '. Th• pertormtno• of dut7 ot th• OOWRnd,ing ott1eer 
ot th• Coast Ouard Cutter rl'AOOA Catnn'lA.nd•l". w. l. Thcnplca, . \ 
u.s .c .o.i ha• boen commODdod by letter. t.o hi• J.JJtmedio t1 auperio•• 
Iiio inte 1-igcm:t C.Ild ZOfllOU8 OOD~UOt Ot tbe i 111 tio.l ph&t.18 at .· 
th• eearoh undtJr · most try ins o ond..1 .. t1.ons doaones espeolal ocm• . · · 
aenc:tation. · llia reports, togethor t11 th th• •1lol•.beart•d ~C- · 
opern.t.ion ot the Commander, · Eawaiie.n scotion, · u. s. Coa1t Ou•i.-.., · 
nr• ot grwt nss i ot 'noo to tho cubsequent oondu()t ot operetJ.0111 
b7 'tpe MTY t 'rllO r ~r.rormo.uoo .ot the. l 'fAsCA 1Yee ~xoallen~ ~D . 
all respeo ta thfO\l6 Q~ t the tlit;,ht n.nd the aeo.roh. · Core~ 
atud1 ot ·ol.l OOn;:~UD.ion tlons and other 1ntQrmo t1cn pertn.1Ains .t.o 

. t.b• rlight, and t.h• preparatiorus therefor, 111dioate ol•arl7 . . 
that tb• J..TA..&CA l.ett nothing undone to 1n•u.r• th• sate oomp~4._ 
\1on ot . \.h• ta~hn.rt. tligh t. · -.. 

. . lp.. . Th• ms SWA}i wea th• amoll••~ ••as.i anga~ed la .th• .. 
aearoh and the las\ to · return \o port. She waa :at oea tor 
thirt.y•SOYt1n dll18 durina . mich rJu1 · at.ca.med •Pi)ro:lim.atelf '1•0(>0 

mil••• · O.ap1te the one1•cua operatinG oond.1t1ona involving ab.ort­
'to ot proTiaiona and auppli••• ab• oorr1e4 out all aoslgn•cl. · 
d.utiea . in a 11uuuicar retlooting gru t. o:o•d.1 t on th11 oc=mo.nding 
ottioer, ~ieutt1nant li. r. ·)i{ao0om••7t tb• ott1oer11 and orn. · . · 
During her entire oni•• t.h•r• OClourr-4 no: maoh1r:i,e17 tail\lft · 

. nor a ain&l• aitk 4a7. · 

· ·1s. · l\ · 1a .q., gratit11na that there ooourr•4 no · . 
· aorlou,1 lAJ\U'J t.o ·1um or mter1al in the ••rr •xteu1To ad 
aQltU••• hat&.rioua operation• ot lb1p• tin4 pl~n•:•• 

.. ' 19. 

~e . 1n1t.1al pha•• ot the aear.oh \ma beae4 on '11• 
ITASCA'• well ~easonod beliet tb1l t \he plane waa north ot . 
u4 ta1rl7 near Ho1tli:lnd. A ·reaaonably oanplet'9 ••arob .ot thll · 
areca wiua ma4• on 2•3 Jul.7• ·'l'ben1 on the streJ16th ~t rac11o . 
~nteroopta 111h1oh appearecl \oo l"eJ.1ablo to 1'• 1gnorN• .th• 
aearoh ab1tte4 tO th• w1atnr4 and \he.u a81 all•• \o "nor\h- ... 
ward ot Howland. Both area• ffr• •Mroh-4 w1 thou\ •uo~••• ·iu16 

· · ·aub••queD\ ianalJalu 41aoro41 \a ~· ra41o· laten.,t.a cm wh1oh 
\bl• ....... b -· ~ ..... ~ . .. ' ' . / 
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Th• 1.00n4 phaa• ot tb• •••rob acrY•4 'o th•. aoutb• .• 
Ma\ern ~u4ran\ oa. \h• 'ba•1• ot rad.lo 1ntereepia •D4 bearin&:a . . · · ;' 

· an4 o\her oona14•rat1ona wbJ.oh 1n.41oa'94 \h_. plan• •• on land . · · · .. 

u4 p~a~~ 1a \ha Pb~~~ l:~·-.· .. Wlth . ,;,~·, 7:·:~~~ .. <> z....J·· 
• ,,.... / .~ • '" •· "'• ~ ' .. .. ' J. ·· · ·~ " ""'''~ ·~•"I ~ ... 1- ... , .... ~ "!" ;. • .:,,111.-_,,... • ..,_ ......... ,..,~.,._ ....... ,..;,.~"'. v :i\·•~·• v."'"·~ .... . . 
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.-1Wnllto4, the thlrd J)ho.ae waa .logioallT baaed on \he aaaw.,. 
'ion that ihe plano had landed 111 the wator probo.,11 wt th1.n . 
two hundX'9d · miloa or Howland Md that \he aubsoqu~n\ d.r1t• ot 
wreok or boat; •ou.14 ban mared 1t0ll . to th• •••'••r4 and · norih• 
westward la . the 11 4a1 lAt•n'&l. prior to arrtYal ot •h• LIONO-
'l'O?h . . . . . . . . . . . . · . . . . .. 

· . . . ·The UlINO'rOlf Oroup OOYsre4· d are~ arproxlmakl.J' · 
300 mil•• aquan \o tba . wea\ eu4 northwe•' ot now a.n4 •h1o1' . · . . 
lnolu4ca4 all probable poa1,1ou ot pla• OI' paa•en~ra 1t .. .. 
arloat. u .u adc11tion&l •u\ . unl1k~11 poaa1'b111t1 \!Ml Oilben: · 
Ialan4a. "" aoa.rohed. I' 1• · r•l;l'9,abl1 \UU"e&eou.bl• \o ooo- : 
olude 9\h•r than tha' "'be unfortunate tll•n "" •• al>M• · •tier •»Oil "60nolu91on o: \bit aearoh. ..,. 

·'.. j' 
.~. 

I 

\ •. 
· .. . .. 

I 
Jill•• a\eame4 bf naa•l• euoute to u~ 4ur1ng 

_.. . ~ 1 . 

. .. '\he aeiiroh . . . . . . . .c.a,ooo 
·Milla tlo,.;n by plane• . . · 14'.g ,000 
Plane houra .. ln au- . : . lt65' " · 

Square milea Marobed1 
Dy Yeaaela .. 
B7 all"oratt - ~ . -- ~ 

TOTA.L 

······- . 
. 04,800 
lG~,~l . n ,~ l 
.. ,, ¥1' ¥# 

10. · · Due to tb& geORn}'hle loca\lon Ot \hi March &Na 
u4 \be· oompo&1 t1on ot tb• taro•• oer\a1a t•.tttu .. • or '11• ••~ . 
"" ot outetand1ng . inte:roo~a .. 

, . · The extenslYo TrQath~ and 1u.rren\ U.ta ahou14 p.-on 
a n1ubl• oontrtbu·uon to our tmo·•lt'dSo ot \hAt ~ •• · . 

. . I' 1• bel1GTed tllllt th• plan ')••4 b7 \h• u:r.INOTCK· 
an4 her aqundron• la unique• and n• part1oularlr nll doalp4 
tor \h• nmnngo1:1on._ ot tddaly aeparat•4 !bro•• and tor •cm- · 
ZNAloe.\lona concorn1n~ . the operation. . . -

. Thct exporienoe in tala8 ••~·~ lat•l''f•rtnoe, aa4 . 
oonruss.oa on orl tioal troquonoiea 1nd.1oa '•• ibe ac~4 tor ao• 
proT1cS.on ror auUlor1\a\1Yo control ot auoh tr8que2'0lM la . ; 
emorgon.07. ObY1ous17, auoh na11ai10 radio prof!ll'alU •• the 
Marola <11f' Tiu ah0ul4 no' b9 broa4oo.a' whee \hoy ma:t atteo' ,.. 

. 11•t '.111:aaurea la profJ.ft••• . · · . . . 
· · · lt 'he H&Tf or tht Coaat C\&U4 UO to · be 1aYol 'ft4 la : 

tutue pri.Ya\e 'l'aftllOOed ntght~I the 1loenaing &\a,horf. t1 ·. 
tor wtll . tl1ghta ahoul4 be pl"9Ya u•4 upoa w nq\lire troa ~-
tl 1•1"'• a a~oltlo alalll.uza pertoi-mano• · la tii Ylas to tho•• ooa- ·. . 
••rae4 .rellalal• latorm,loa pnor '° an4 4u1D8 tJa9 piopea• ot . 
tllie tlilht• . 

• , ' i ' 

. . , . 
!-

. . 

' .. ·· . 
. ':/ 
/ 

. . .. '' ·, 

' 
,• , 1

1
, to. I,. 

. /~f :·.' ·. ' ' . 

/ , . . ., .. 
. , . 

l •.' 
.. . 

-. t. 

• .. >1· . .:,. -·.-: 

. •. !t 

. .... 

l . 
.,,. I 

~· . . 



· : . 

)·:-:-.. . .. . ,, ._ .. ~ ..... . .---..:iL . . .. .. .,.,i.·~- ~ 

.. , 
• ' I • -

·' : ... 
. . ·. . . . . I 

. . . 

' ( 

\ 
! 

I 

.. al. It ·111&.7 be · c11awtaed tba t. . th• Mu17 will be oalled upa 
·. t.o a tt.Ginpt ·reaou• . ot em &n4 paaa•ngora or a trana_paoitio . 
clipper ahoul4 on• Wl.fo1·\unntel.7 be to rood down n t ••a. Plau 
tor ooor<li.nntect rea.au• •1ttort ill t-he Hawaiian AJ.•ee haY• bean . 
wider ·0011a14eration tor t.b• lfiat. ••Yeral JDOntba. ThOT proY14• 
t~ Join\ •ot.1on bJ' loo1J. ageno1ea ~t th• ~8.Y7t· Oo&at Ou.ardp _ . 
an4 Pan .. J.iurioaa Alrwr11. 'Lhe ere&i ter F•rt ct t..b• \ran•paou1• 
air rou\• ia be70Dd the etteotiVO i"lt41UI ot.. .. l .ooal toroe.a. 
'lh•r•toi-e. · 1 \ would a,ppt.ar d.eairabl• t.o proY14e t.-.n tf\tlY• pl&Da · 
for au.oh reaoue •ttor\ . t•1 WJ11 ta . ot th• .. ,l••\ aa •7 b• u,1111,.a._ · 

\ \ · . . · aa. . ·Diapato111·•· c,f. pertJ.oular interest are 1nolu4e4 :l~ 
1 lnoloaure (.A); tbe7 wee ••l.eqto4 .trca a total e>t. ~O 4J.apatohea . 
\ · · . eoi\OwnJ.ng th• eeero1b. 

M• . 

\ ~ . ~· ~ . . . . ' . . . . . 

. ' .t l· 
: . . : f . 

. . . ' ·· ... · 1 · 
\4 ~ . .. 

..• .. 

··."I 
.: · •. ·1 

·:.1 
. · . . I 

' .l 
j 

· ' • I 

. f . 
1 i. · a:s. . Thae eu .. ap·pcmdlod report• ot \h• Ooman41ns . Ottltd. 

.. k1· t u.s.o.a.o. IT1\:JOA; · ~1omm.t1ncUng ortio•r,, oos OOLORADOa e.a4 OORMa- . . 
r ·4er, Deatro1•r SqU&~•ron 'l\ifo,. toptber with traok obar\a of t.be ' 
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. F) :· .. ft .. J>:la Ul4 )>l&l\H pllt'tl.oi.l*t.1:11& ia .·Ule MU'8ho . ' . • ·• 
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· I?.ASCA. 
f 

Honolulu, .T .• · H~, 
· as Ju11, lil?. 

'i, J 
t · 

. / 

Frostl ' 
To · • · 

8ubJecte 

C~r~nuu1d1ng Ot'ficcar, lt~c.!. ' . · · · 
Commandant, 14th llanl District,Peetrl Karbor,T • .B. 
(Via Co11m.ander, Ji4nUan 8•ation.) .· . : . \ 

Ba~bart Flight,. 

. 1. · . Th• · toUodag rep0rt .,t.a eublli tted . h••r.eri t'1 tor 70\lr · 
lilt'oru tioiu · l · 

: I' t .. 

' 
I 

" . . 
J9 to 2! June, l937a 

Enroutt' .to Howlan.d· Isl1t.nd. · 20561 on. th~ 1?3rd. raisedBowl~d i1.:. " · ". . 
land bearing 90 d.ogroea true,. . <listaooe 1 · llil~•, 11topped and drifted · 
to the 'Wea twa;rd ot tho · 1aland awaiting daybre·alt. · .. 

.. 14. lune, l9Z7a 

' 0'718, closed 1iian4, • topped and drifted. Lo11·ored bOa ts al'ld . eO.. . 
aenoed i.anding atoroi 1tn4 equ.iplient ~gether wi~h. gasoline . and equip. 

· aont, tor Earhart tl1ght, · Compl<tted landing of •taro• and •qu1pment · •' 
·sow.land Island th.11 dttte and drifted d.~r1ng night on the le• side ot . 
\he 1alan4. · · · · · 

.. • .· I 

· 15 .T\ine1 19~.71 

Proce~dad to Baker Island •hore hove· to at 0847· and coDUtonced land.;. 
ing atoros for tb.$t island w~nich duty wa1 eoaplated at .. llC3. · . ' . ·: 

. 26 to . 30 .Tune, 19371 . ~ .. 

. 11.olding p'osi tion orr and on . loo side of flowlatrtd Island an1t1ng · · 
rrivsl of .Amelia Earhart plane from LA~, .New Guinea • . · During th.is 

pEtriOd Il4!partment or Int<?rior personnel ' and tcch.n1cal aides at work ' 
.. on rui1wa7s and. precaut1ona.rr efforts connactod with Earhart tligh'~ 

OrgD.Jt.1.zed . tunk groups fo'r landing and take oft ·du ti ea. . . · . i" 
: . .. 

. · 1 July, .19~71 · .... ' .. 1 . 
· · .1858• ritoeiv1Jd ·ver11"1oat1.on · t:t-om Ian J:ran~lsco Dirtsion thait · · · . · i 

Amelia ·.EarhArt Putnaa had . d·opattttd Lae; Jle-w · \luineia at noon, I.a• tae1 .. · · .·.t, 

·. · and n•· er.routo . lo Bowlall4• .. -- " · ; , • 
• . . . ' r . 

' '' \j ' .. 
. · a lul.31 l9Z'1a . , · ; .. · - . / 

,' Kade prepar• tlon . durlni aJ.ght tor landil'll ta1li: C!IOuJS iJl . COD-
neoU.011 w1 th. plane tlight. " Vea tel 1n .con bet wi tlii. ~l;lart J)lane ta\ 
0"5 and int•nlttenUT thf.natt•r• larl.7 r•o•ption .l>OOr• ., ()110 
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ITASCA. Earhart Flight. --+·- -·-'- -·- ---·- ·--------··· -.· -·· .. -···---.. : · .:~ ... . - -~ ~ ~ · ~. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ · ~ -~ - - ~ ~ -~ -- ~ ~ ~ ~ -.-
sent task group ash~re to truce stations tor lamding or . plario.. 0614 
Earhart re;>orted position 200 m1le3 out or Bowland. Commenced laying 
heavy .smoke acreen at daylight. 0645 Earhart plane reported positio~ · 
100 m1los out. 0742 plane .reported ipparently over the island nnd gaa 
running low but no land tall. Or/58 I plane repOl' tod . Circling and · re- . . 
quested tranmn1aa1oo on 7500 kc• for bearin~s. oaoo, plan-a :roported 

· reception or our signals but unable tO obtain a mW.mum for bearing. 
0843• plana reported aa being on line l57-3a7 and running north and 
aouth, no referenco point .given, reception .excellent. 0900! signalled .· 
shore party to ret·urn to ship as by thit time fe&rs were re t that the 
!arhar\ plane had probably la..'lde4 wide ot th• ialand. l.&nding party · · 

/ returned ai Oi'l2. · , . . · - -. ·. 
/ 

. : ,// 

t
~· ... 

'. 

' ' 

' ... L .. 

~-("• 

t. 
+L ... ~. 

A.a soon.al. the plane hAd indicated that lt na 1tlll .alott at 0843 . 
and possibly on a line which would provide a l&nd tall 1 t was deeme.d ad-' 
Tiaable to r~tain hollling position at Howland with the Te11•ltor 10110~ '::­
'lae on tha possibility th.at tha plane might atUl c:oae Sn. · · ~'·-; 

. . . .lt · 10401 1 t was detini tely assumed that the plane waa do1!n 10 got· 
underway at full speed. and commenced the aearch in th• area which · at · 
that time aeem.sd most .log1.cil.. . . · · . . . 
· During the last halt hour prior to getting. underwar an eatiiaate ot 
'11• 11tuation wa• . made baaed upon tho fo.llo.-i.D& tacta and a11Ullptiona1 , ·· . 

.. :-
"FACTS• 

... 
; 

. '.% 
. ;:-

" '.·1· ~,: . 

l 
. . Ca) nJi,ng condi ti.oils rl thin ·a · r~dius of 40 mile.1 or Howa.nd ., ·. · .j 

excellent, Wind e&at 8 to 13 milea1 ceiling unl~i t4!1d1 ••• aaooth. . · · .~ . . 

(b) V111bil1 t7 south l'~d enat or Ilowland ext:olle1nt and unlilli ted ,, , · i 
a1 ta.r aa could be observed. Sun rising clear and bright and 1alan4t : f" ~j . 
ship and smoke screen in ·the g.lare thereof. · · · · · ,~ 

· (c) V~aibiiity north and woat or Howland •xoelle1nt to bOrizoa 1 
· ·• :T: · ~j}·" 

but beyonc.\ that continuous bank• of heavy cumulus clouds. ., " 
' . . . . ' . ' t . . 

(d) . Plane tr•nsaiss1on1 bad indio~t.ed flight th.J.Ough cloudf an4 . ·.:' ) 
o'f'•i,:_caat akiea thrOughout the night and aorning. . . . . ,~ 

. . :1, . . . • . . . 

. (e) Plane transai,aion• had .in41c~te4 that. dead reckon.inc ~1•• 
ta.ace had been · a~corapl:iahed. . . . . . · · . ·. · · . · . . 

. ... 

. . . . 

.. (~) .Pl&ne 1ignal 1tlen1th h1~ , an4 ~cb.&llge4 ~ 4ur1na la•\ hov , · .. · 1~· 
oi~ transa1••.1on. . . . · · .. :. ... · · ·. '• ; .. 

. . (1) Plane•• lln• (~t poa~U.ont). ln41oated 4eacl' t•okoahc na ";:; · .. ;' · .. , 
• • ' f ~ I :.·:• " correc •• . . .. . .... . . . ... . . ~ . . . . I. ; _ I~.. < ·. _..·•._ . 

. .(h) s~:r· ilartc~·t1n1· :Pc>1a1bti1t1·.,:; ·'~~t'h ~n~-~ .~~.·t ·.,t: aowiud. ·.·:.·:; ~:·:~:· · ·· 
an4 .olo•• to aowl.and.1 "" · uoellent t.brOUChOU' th• lllcb\• , . ~ · .. · .i ,::\: '.'( .· ~ . . 

~l c • r '· . -.·:1 · ·11}~-
' . . . ., . . . .. . : .. " .. , ... . " . . . . . • , . ': . . . . ..,,. ~ , . . . I !i 

" . . . · : : /.· : ... ···, · .·.· .. • .. -~~'.;_:,~:. · · ~.: ·\::: :)·;;t· .. ·; .'~:·r·.:· ·:·:.:iw}; •..... •J.• 
•;,. • ,..,. w.... t., , ,~~·••' '"'I ._....,,. 1. ... 4'°'.., ... ~,. ~,(_,.,·\4~ 1" ~""""'~~r-·1""1tJk<t, oil;t\f .... .J. (,., _, l,, •. ..._,._.J.'"°-i.Jo..1.--. .. _l~I .. -. _,.._,., ~ ,, ._ , . 

. ;. . 



~ .. 
f'· . ,, 

. 
t 

....... 

•• ~ • >II • • - · - ~ ..... .1. • ·f •. : • ·,ir. ti 11 
' ... 

. r : 
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ITA'.;CA. Earhni't 111ght•-~- .. -·~-- --· 7·--·7"----· ~ · --:--------. ·- ··-·· · . 

. . . . - ·• ~ ----- ~ --. -- - --- ~ -·-- - -~ ... ---
2 J'uly, 1937 oont•dt .· · . 

•A§SUYl'™" 

I , 

- .. .. .. 

. .(a) Tbat pla.ne obtained no fix during latter part ot fiight du~ . : 
tc) •1s1b1lity and a1sumed turther th.is due .to ·flying 1n cloud7 weather 
aml condition• which did not exi1t aouth and ea1t ot Howland .but did 
exist· north a.nd weat. . · 

(b) That :line of po11t1on. obt.a.1ned was a "auntt .lint1 obta1nod when 
· they emerg~d from the cloudy area north and west ot Bowland and prosua• . 
ably thB onl;,· obaerTation udo during the latter pa:rt ot th• tllghte · · 
Further &11u.m~d th.at thia line w&e correct. 

. Co) · Asauae · that. plane m·ay ha?e .m1saed amo>ce ac:rtt_•nl ahlp or 1•-
land Tisually <lua to . their 17ing in the glare. ot the r •1.Dc IWl. . 

(d) A11Ulllod further that plane passed Yi tl11n 201() all•• ot Bpw• " · 
l&nd Island and north or it. 

·(o) A1swaed th8.t plane may have carried line or Po•ition tound · 
along lino or tlight for the pe.riod 11ecessarr ·ror Mrtgator to wrk 

·and plot line or poai tion not 1n excea• or 100 aile:1. . . . . , . . 

,{ , . 

)' 
. 't .; 

. " 
' °'!. ... 

1f; 

. ' ;~ .. ... ~ ... ~. 
k~ 

·~ 
~1 . . J 

' 

,, 
~ .. . 

.. lt) Ais1ume plane did. not oomE' down within a r .ad:lua or 40 all•• . . . ·:J 
. . .. f . 

. I. 

ot Howlamd. · . . . · . . . . 

Opon foregoing facts and assiumptions it wa1 deeit!ed that the 1101t 
logical ares ot aoarch lay in a aecto:r or a circle b'!tween 40 a1lea atkt .. 
200 llilei otf ot Howland Islnnd and between bearing1 ~37 and 45 true1 _. · 
trom thllt island. Search waa accordingly laid .down in accordance witn · 
W.a estimate. · · · 

the tollowing Department o'r Interior personnel 1r18re left on Bow_: . 
land 1n exoosa or norm&l personnel for the purpose or aa1i1t1.ne the . t!!nif~alab1 any chance, ~t neare~ . the island during the abaence ot 

. . • I 

Ah lt1n LeongJ ilbert 1:. Akana, 1r.J ~1111aa~!ran.r••J 
Carl hhalewai and Henry Liu. · . 

. . rrant CIPRiilI~ Radioman, second class, .o.s.e.o,.c. was lett . ashore .· 
in oharge ot ·high trequenc7 radio direction apparaba• to obtain bearings, 
it poasibl•f on thlj pl~e. Searching tb.rouchOut th• day to the aor~ward. · . 

. ot Howland . •larid and during the nigh' with ae,rc~lcht•• Bxtra lookout• 
po1tec1 and all band• on u. aler\, I• a4d1Uoa ~ · ti~• ettoru 'being made 
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ITASCA. Earhart. ·Flight. 
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~: July, l(i:s7 00n·t•a1 · · . . . . . . 
· ··. by the ITASCA, suggested to Cor.tr:tnrid.er·, Hawaiirm Scctton, . the deairnhil- . 

. 1 ty of l'. NaV"/ sea plane ~earch fr<'>!!! Pearl Harb1'r. HEtcei VC?d infoMRation 
fro'm · t.he ·snn Frn.ncisco Di vision t :-.a t t h!:' re was a pos~11 h111 ty t!'!at ·the · 
pli.ne ·might use radio on th~ water and . further thnt pQ1H.r1.b111ty of flo-t-
1.rig a con;giderable time cxc~ellent together. \Yi th nn em~rgrmcy ru i,bor .'boat 
and . plenty of emergency ra1~1ons carried. · ·. 

· At 2.145 r.eceived ·. qefin1te instructions from Cor.taaa.n<11.mt , l '1·th ~Ia va1 
Dlfitrict, to'. b~ at aowlo.nd Island ;at daybreak: Snturds1y,_ 3 July, 1937 to . . 
provid·e tender t.ervlce for . pl:me \'f.hich had .left Pearl. l:ie.1:-bor at 19 ~~3. · · · 

. ·Iri Yiew of tha. fact . . that the plE\IlE! was nlr9ady" in th~t a11:- enroute to How-.. 
·l .!lnd I!)ln'nd there was no ·altornative other thnn to al>S::\lC!1)n the sonrch 
:tempol,'arily for·. the Earhart plan·e· and proceed as tile.Heated 1n · the a bove · 
noted orders1 cou·ra~ was ·accord lngly chlinged _for HoTland Island. . Search 

· · 'fft!S still maintained w1 th searchlights • 

. 3 July, l9J~71 · . .. ' . ' 

• 
.:). 
·-'f 

. . . i·~ 

· . Arr1Te.d oft Hotvland at 0710 in accordance rl th tnstruct!,,ni. 07191 : ;~i 
.received. information that. Navy pl.nno was turning bacll: to base on. acc..,unt ".'l:~ 

. or cx'tre.:noly bad flyine waa ther ·so resu~9d sear~h to the .northnr<l .whioh :a,:. 
contiJ11ued throughout · th t·! Cl&y. Hncotved 1nfo-rmet1on 1"rolil San Francisco i!.; 
Di vision t !i a t four !iepnra te re.dio stations · at · Lo3 Antrelel reported receiT- · 1'.·'\ · 

· inf!. Enrhar.t posttion 178 \i i th l.6 in doubt. In Yietr of possth111t1es of . ·;," ·. 
the. plane be.ing able · to tr.a.nsmit on the llater as indlcated ·1n prior .in-· · . ;.·. 
fol~ntion . stood west to· thi.1 lntest reported positior1 for .th• purpose ot . · '·:~. · 

. fl'<>ving cir .di sprort.n.g the ri:?porta, '1't'h1eh could not .cor:rni st"n tly. be ignore!!~ ~ .1 
. · 111a:tntalned search throu ~hout the r..ay. . · . . . ; ·· . . (J 

! I 

4 .• July1 .. 1937.a 

· Took tip. s~nrch ·during .:the 4th trom · l30tb mer1d1•in towar(\3 Howland 
·,.Isla.rid · using . rectangular .~earch ni9thod and. coritinu~d . througoout the .dny 

and nig~c. · · 1 

. ~·:n .. 
~? .. ~·:~l: 

·;.: 
. . i# 

. \• . . . ~~ . 5 July, '19371 ". . . . ' . . \ 

At 0242 reoe1Yed 1nfor11ation' r;om sa?ra11a11 SP.et1on that N•val Radio . . '.~ . . 
· · · · Station Vtailupri had 1ntoreepted the foli.ov.1.ng messa~t1J ·~al NORTH H01tt"LAND · '.~ • 

CALL KHAQQ . BEYOND HO~~a DON'T. llOLD Vt'ITH US KOCH LONGE.El . ABOVE WATER SHUT OFF". ·~ · · 
'fi'ith the. pons1b111ty or p:Lane tranom1ss1on on · the · •a·t1er s1;111 o.xlsting ata:d :;1 
no1·~h ·toward• the position ~dicatod in the forogoin@: intercept and ed• J 
·rtned ·all 9 teaaera . in . tbe Ti.Cini ty Of the possibility . of ·the plane being . · j · 
do'lrn. at that :po'int. Contacted Howland Island 1n an mdta"for to ohtai'n a. . . · 
bearing fraa .that p~int Oil the repor.ted plane arid re~~rt· frora Ho~land gl.'Ye :· .. 
" bearing which conformed to the iteport. . Sea.robed tc:1 tht borthward enroute · 
to reported. pOli tion" .Of plantt ,. Arri Ttd about ~\Ilk b110&dC.llt1'lg Oft plane " . .. : . '', 

' •r·· 
~. ! ;~ . 
" r·:11 
·1 ·1 
f j',· ; .11 
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ITJ,S.C.A. Earhart Flight.· 
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- ~ - -- - - . -~ . ~ - --~ ~ - ---- . . -.• - - ~ --.. -~ .. ~ · - ·-
. ~ .~uly,:1937 cb~t•da · : 

frcq,·2~ncto.s and.·Uaing !ea-rcbl13hts . intermi ttent;ly f'or• Visual si gn,, la~ · 
At ~100 11Dht1 which had ~he app~llrance of £la res · were sigh ted to t he ·· 
nortlmar". and 8t"1od up t., inresti gate,, Thc.se reporte1d li t-:h ts had oTery 
:lnd'icat1.on of a bursting · green roc!tet hut wer.t! finally de~ e r:?tined t'.'.> be 
attributed to ·m~teorolo·; ~csl ..sh,v.-o~ · ·hich t7a.s .re porte'<i both b~t the. How­
land I.sland Station and u.s.s. SltAU, At 2315 1dent1 f: ied. En glish steamer 
Jl'JORSBY who had diverted ·f ·ro:n her normal cour:ze to as.s1nt in tt1e sea rch• 

· Cont~ued .leatch throughc>.ut the 'ni ght-. - -- -

a. July, . 19~7( 

'i,· . " . " . 1.~f . 
" 

. f 

·l 
·:.i 

Proceeded ai:iuth and east durin .\Z the niuht to .eff'ect · r ~n~tzTOua TI. t 'h . 
u.s.s. C~LORADO on the morninz of the 7th .fo1• fuel purpoae1s. At 1445 .re­
ceived lnstructiona t~ report · for duty. to the Command.ant, :L~t.h IlaTal Dia-

. trict, anc1 . . reported as indicatod. · At 15·4Q received 1n~tru'Jtions troa Co.- . ">i : 
·raandtl?lt, "14th .Naval District to· report to o.s.s.coionAOO for du.ty and con•.·l · 
formed. . · 

7 ~uly, 19371 :. 

Contacted u.o.s • . cot~ORADO at 0 14~ • . · Closed her at · 063-S .and 0703 co... :8. 
menced .. toking .fuel by destroyer meth~ r • ·Received :f'roa COLOP.AOO comci·ssa ry . ~. 
ntores as rfl!9uested •.. While fueling Com!Tland1ng Officer con.ferred Tti th Co11- · l 
mt.nd1ne 0 f ficer COLOnAOO relative to saarch pro gr.am n.nd the gengral sit• · · ·1. 

\iat1on up .to•oate .• · 1010 Completed f uelin g; "rrom. the C.OI,ORADO, cast off:. and : 
. stood southward and. westwa.~d. for . sear en mrea outlined in con.f,rence .. ___ ." .:, : 

" ' 

. ·.·. •:. '._• 

a to l~ J~y,. 10371. 
, \ 

, • ·. 

· O~arohod a.r.ett ~o~ith and west . or Bak·9.t %sland' iil' acoordan~$ 'ii th ·. 
order• or· Co)llmaridin1J orr1cer u .. s.s. cor,c)RADO. . . .. .., 

. '"' ', ·. ·,, . 

ll July, 19·~?·. '. ..... .. . . i - • • . ' 

. 034& co110ESnoN TWO in .. charge o'r s'filrch, ·· Continued :aeat"ch as· indi• "· ·:: 
cated in or1i;inal order.a·. g224 reoelTed -instructions froa OOKDESRON ~WO 
ti'.> prt.>ceed to µtOR.U Is.land . . in th~ Gilbert Oroup and shaping. eoui-ee aO• 
oord1nglr~ ._ ___ · . - . · . .. . · . . · · . . .. · 

• • 1 . ' ;<t 
. . ' . . . . ) . . .. ::· . ~. . ; . 

12 J~y, ; 1937'• . • • ' • ·1 
0 R•f 

I 
" . 

·'' 
•, 

.., 

·f ~ooe•dlng towiird · Al\ORA.l I sl~d 1 Lower. ·Gilberta·, to· 1rl•••t1aa t~ 
. ~hat i•land . and other• a1· indicated .1n ordtr•• . · , .. ' • ! 

;\., ... . .. ; 
• ·! 

l .. , 
.,. 

:.· \ . ..,. .. . . . ll 
, . , . I~ . ' ;#,' :: " .,•l-lj~ 

·-".• "' ·- ·- -~-: .. ....... .. "'"' t ·~ 

:.· --&- ... • •• 1•. 

~- ·~ . . .. . . ., . 
~ "I • • 

: .. , .. : . I '* '· 

, • • iLi. • 
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eo1-M-eoo. ., /29/1J': · 
ITASCA, !ar~art Flight, 

•. '\ ' 

. . . . ' . 
··--~-:"'-.. --......... ·-~-" _ ....... __ ..____ .... - ... .... ' ---~ .. ~ ... ~ 

. " ~ '. ,Jt . 
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' . 

. 1 13 Jlll1, 193'71 

~ 

I . . 

4 11td A.RORAI l!land at 0600 nnd stood otr· shore to await .further 
instructions · trom M&Tal commnnd. Received final . instructions to vts1 t · 
certaill 181•,ndts or the. G1lbel't group at 0700 and stooo for AFORAI. 08~5 ·· 
stopped · ot~ ARORAI Islaud, ns.tive canoe came . nlong~ide with ~&.ti Te magis­
trate who cnme on bo1.ird and conferred with Commanding Offtc~r. · OS~O land-
ed· t ·wo commission~d officers v1a· nat1Tecanoe with the perm1!la1on and as~ · 
11stimc• o.t nat1Te Magistrate tor the ·purpose or interrogating local in- . 
habitants· rclati'Ye to the pass '3 ge or wreck age or the !nrhn·rt plane.. 1050 · 
officers returne? with ncget1Te report~ on their errorta •. l41J2i · underwa1 
proceeding to· TAl&.iliA Island. 1513 hoT~.· to orr TAllJJrA Island. , 830 na- · 
ti Ye canoe r.1 th native Jlng1 stra te came on board and departed -Wit.~ couil• 
S10ned Officers to 1nterrogat~ local nat iTCS • 1714, duty 0 tticers return­
ed with nogat1Te in.formation. 1100, underw&y and stood to the· northward 
and . \"iestw8. rd along the Oilb&rt · .cha1.n. 

·14 My, ·19371 

13221 stood 1n clone to lee ~ id& NAUU.ltI Isll:ind but hffld no communi• . a 
· cation as no na t.1Te boats ClUD4~ out 11 nd the · surf brf'aking too h@nTily for. · ~ 
surf bonts unfamilia r .with the locality. 1425 · underway from NAUUKI Is· . ; 
land to intercept two nnt1Te r.:anoefl sighted • . i452, atupp~d alongside Of · .. ;~ 
nat1Te ·canoe.but n:?re unable to ob'tain 1nf.'ormnt1c~ d_l!e to _ their inability · · 
to speak .English~ · 1510, set course .for KURIA Isl and where arr1Ye.d -at .1610 
under the reef end drifted. · Lowered ,surfboat nnd c.onta.£ted nat1Te Me.gis- · ·: . 
trate who stated that the islands of this group 'r.e::-e in cl.ose eommunicatioa 1 
and . thllt no information ·was ave11n·b1 e concarn1.nr, any plnne or wrec1.-: Age. · · l' 
1710, undf'.lrway t.o thr:i northward and . 1'estward, tnstM1c ti on :: hn v:tng been · _ · f 
modified reg~rd.inf particular isl.n.ndt to search nn'd the reportir1f\ of .this · · \i -
Teo:sel at TARA~! sland, . the fJiTisio~ Headquarters, bf'irig deeiDed esr;ent1~• ~1. 

· lf> July, · 19371 . . ·.:-----· . . ; . 
. . ' .. . . . . . ----·· ~ ~ . . ' . . ] 
0650, .raised TAT:UltA Island e.nd atood in to 'll'e&tward ot reef. • 08501 ., 

stopped and drifted 4>tr . chnnnel entrMce. D. ispatched Lieutennnt Command"• ,,. 
er L~ .a. Bsker and r1~presentat1Ye otticers ashore in motor launch ond motor .~, 
surtboat to report the arri Yal ot tho · ITASCA .in the Gilbert• orr1c.tally · · ,: 
end to explain the Y•!SSeltl . aission. At -1480 motor boats ret11med Yitb .' . · ·:~ 
t'ollorlng i.Dtqraat1011J the senior Commissioner receiTed the party· gra- " · · · 
ciously but declin"ed to reoeiTe th~· Tisi t as o.t'ticial owing to. the tact . . ;; 
U1at he had rec.BiTed no prior notice or the Tesael' s arriTal in the Gilbert \ 1 
group. Be requested the ITASCA to ·notitr the Resident Cot'.miastoner at '.~ ,~:! 
Ocean Island which latter report was accomplished . by COMDESROH. no. Th• .~ . '·~ 
Resident Commtssioner at TARAWA Island 1tat&d that contact between th• " · ·f 

northern i~land1 waa close and thlt ao information had beell -receiTed ot · · · 
the pa1sa1e ot the Z&rhart plane or &117 ·wrec'ka1e th•retroa. Be t\trth·er ·.: 

l .B .. ···. . " 

. . '• .. :.• ', 
: ~ ' ' \ . . :1 , .... 

' ' 

: . .. 

" ' ----~~~-



I 

I 
1 . 
i 

" I r. 
I 
! 

I 
1.· 

I 
·I 

I 
I 

! , 

. ·, 

. . I 

· .... 

801-64-800. . 7 /29/3.., 
ITASCA. . ·Earhart · :Flight. 

•• ! .. 
· .. 

. I .. ' . '" .. 

' .· 

·--------- _. .. - -I· - .. ...... . - .., -._ ·- .. - . .... -
15 July, 1937 cont•da 

-. 
itated · that a · def 1n1te lookout had be~n kept for the plane at . his 1.n- · ;l 
.structions . since the flight• 1455, vd th all boats s~cured, s e t c-our :se . i 
tortnrd t h C' southward at !'tandard speed • .. AdY.i sed · COM.DES.RON no fully 
•• regards the situation to-date. and li'&S directed · t o proceed to Bowland 
Island for th~_ purpose or picking up personnel and . I' tores enro.ute to . 
Bonolu.J:u. · 

· 1s .rui1 ; 19:37i ·.- . 

En.route .to ll~wland Island tram the a·1iberta •. ·1505, rel•ased troa 
duty' 1n · search nrea by .COKDESRON TWO and reported to Co•and.l'lnt, 14th · 
·Naval District~ 17251 r elieTed from f\lrthcr search dutr by Couandr.nt, . 1 ·· 
14th NaTal District and reporte~ to Commander, Hawaiian Section. 1740 J 
rece!Te.d ·orders to proceed to Sonolulu1 t. H. . 

. ··' 
t ' .. . , . 

• .t ........ 
· ....... 

-·. - · ~. ~ ~ - · ~ ~. --~ ~ · · ~ -

. .. 

' . 

· ... : 

W. K. THOMPSON 
Commander., usco. 

- - -·-·- ~ - - - · ~ -·· 

., 

.. ..... -·. ·. ', 
B.AWilIAI SECTIOR 601•M-800 . First lndorsMent • .. Honolulu, '· e. ! .... 

· · . . · 19 Ju11, l9l5'1. • . 

· Froaa · Co1111ander, -Bawatian Section. · ·. · · 
!o i ·. Coanndant, l•th la't'al Diatrtct, Pe1arl llarbor. 
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. . u. ;_:. s. -· eor,on A:ro ~·- _;. ;·--;-·--- ·. -~· ... · · -· to-~ 9 

. P& !l !O ,\~" ' p·~nrl R~ .rbcr,· Te ·s., 
13 July, 1g ~7. · 

C·~rr.rnt\nt! lng o f"!"1c~r . . 
COC'ft'."':i,tri.dont, Fourtoemth .)lc. v~ l Dl "'t:·-i c t. 

' '· 

t1 C nt.li~; O E!1rhttrt 8fl'~H"':!h b·., th~ u. s.H.· '\)t,Of ). :~·o. 
(~n · C :1~ x\t e Search urou t ) • :" · · . . . · · 
' . 

. . . . On ·l Jul y, ta ~~~, th'.ll U . ' : • =i ~ G'r~cr ·.t, l'YJ~ Csi ri t .. in 
.r·1lh0lt:t :,. rrhHJcll . tJ . · c . N.lryl Co~nA in. : ; , l.ll"r1v~ ~! 1-J t ·H"n"­
lu.ltij· .T. ; ~1 •. T'.>•e 'Ue ~ • s • . ·cor.,.:nt,\T 'J w1H1 o;Hn-r" ~ ln ._ , tn ncC'or ::artco 
~vi th" n ;n:r~vo ::t".o ::nrntlh ;r ' chc1;v..1c on a . rm~ :-r.onth' s · tr~lnins 
crt: t =io· .or the Uln-n..l !\ti s~.rv" Of f ico.r3 ·r ro.in~ .. ng C·:n·:.os St.lH~~:it~ . · 
fror; . th? . Un1 ~rs1 t)· of CA1H''.'.>rn1 a , cnr~ ~il. thlrt ·; ton• · Al AO. on . 
ll:'ln rt~ •r t;or·~ fmtr ·~ 1 zt 1n r.r1 i!3 ~ H~(~ ·v..1 !9St~ of .. th~ lir..vy; D;-,ctor )t . .,r1<.m 
Lut:~. <.! r . "Ur· 1t~a1n,· Prn31::tent o:' thc- li e?.:>r,1n fj ch:>'.ll of Toeh!\() logy, · 
'l>ict:; .r ~~e. Pri.ul S1e.t:.1 .Pre!t i (krlt of' the Univ·nr~ 1 tr of W:ashin : ~t. ,m, 
Doc t •::>r 1,•i·~rl er-; .Dr.irl 9 th, j11111.or , ;;, ti~ of• thC' C4>lloge of . f·:"l i~. 1nccr• 

. tng , fJn!.ver.~t.t:; of Ci~li f~r·nJ.r., , en<l. (:octot' .Jr:nc5 \';'poht '1 .g tori BE•ll-1 .. 
Pro:rc.Bto :r of ·ironer 0 1'.ld. ·r~nnkin g rtnd . Jifoti1H~r ~r t h? A<~n1n ts t1·::i tl ,~e ' 
Donr<L. of th~ O ,rt:1. r~ un. t11t Cch:i >11 thrthy ~3 t: ~r:ri Uri t vcr ~J1 ty • . ·!: 40 r. e 
d iti tln ;-ut !j ~1r.1d gues ts · o f tho Navy· ~~:." t7 s ll c::>nnsct...,:;! •ti-l'~h toh~ola 
t hnt t r,\-:oe tm· aotivo· ·1nrt tn-th~ flo.vr:l Hcscrve Offi cDr!·• Trn1n• . ·· 
111b Cor p!> • .. $cv~ rn l ;)r f 1co·i:-8 i n 11 rli .n 01• th~ aGvti l Hes'{lrYn , ,.e1 .. ~ · 
eb-)ern for tr~1n1ng iaut;m~n~in ;; the i·~eulnr .sh1t>•_s _:c~mpany of tht 
iJ . G. s . ~OLO f\J\L<l. . . . . . . 

. · · .·" · 'l: b~ · u ·~ ~: .~·z • . C-,lorrv:?o .liucl . ::i t:o ~p~<J o.t .flllo1 . H r. i1l ~1 ti1 
· r_o r n plctttHmt .nti.le·:m c nnd a ti.~ o dA;,'' vi s it, ha.<l t" trri d :rncoess ... 
- fully, 'by tho n.n.o •. :r.c. a- mo ll 1 :1.' 1 t~t1 O ~\_,;, rt ti nniJfn lW.tt.l_e Pin et.ice 
in .. tho LnhP. 1~1.l· .Ar,~rnl 111 nc~ wt1s b :i t·t ~:<"d et .Pler li t lhn:1lulu1 T • li.1 . 

. to t" !'tJui~. tWt.t il cu· :r f.~.tosdny M::>t-n1n c-: ; fl July; l9 Z:·7.. ·· . 

· On th'3 •t-'>m 1n :~ ·or l .Ju1y; · i0~17 I . (!b n::>lulu Ti~ .a) : ' 

·} · 
"~ 
;~ . 

Krs. AT';'! ·~lia E'.1rhart l~ tn:i~1 t).nd bc1· l!t.:n~i i; fi tor, Mr. Frfle! J • 
Noqn:;i.ni t"o~-t .';')f.f. frcm t{(:'!r; vuino r~ .f,,r UJ1\•1l ond I nl~ ti r.! in t he Lock;. 
heed pl nne k.n()\\n ns n fly1n ~~ ln borntory · in whi ch -thoy 'wc·re ~P-
p~s. ching th~1 (lncl of .. o.. f'l1 .:;ht arcunc1 the . .- ~rl d . · ·.!l..,idnnd Ia- s+ 
l :Jn_d 1a locot~(.1 in · fun ti tu. t1 c, Or' - ".t7• ·Uoi·th1·. Lo~.·;1~u'1 c l 7~0.4st . ·~'1 · 

\~(mt . .It 1n 1 1060 ~1.le~ f"1·o:n H::.n·:llU.lu; T . P.., l!nd 11 _the .. :: 
no·nr~$t l .:1 n;: to the Uawa.11r;n. I~l ands in· ·th9 direct.i on :,f t.he · · · · ... 

· n '.l Sh t. It' i~ an 1.slond two m.ilea 1n l en gth, · nnd l;OOO yard a . \ 
Vti\1~ • . I t i s tw~nty i~ l! Jlt high • . s~ .1t.h r.\lld east ot Ho,,lmd to . ' 
Ln'tltu".l e oo.1it Ho~th, t.onit1tude 17aO.f,~· ' West ta .Baker l $l •nd ·1 ·" 

a.ls10 t 'S~nt1 f Get 'h.1g~ It ·11 :>uc: mile in l~n1;~t\"and · 1,soo · · -~ 
· r·· ,t:.'tr~·a '11do. · . · ·· : . ·- · · · · · 1..11· 

~ ; " , "" , .. ,. ' ', ' •' <· ·--,~1~~' .- rf ~~ . ,· , '•., : , ' "·" ~ -
rs: : . ·, ' ·, . .. .. • . . . . ' 

r
f .. ' . ' ' ' ' ' • ·, ' ' : ' ~ ' --- :_ -.: . ' ' ' ' ' .. ~ .. 

) ' ~i , . . . . r-l - : . . .. ·! • ' - , '· •.•• • ... • . • • ··. ·-- . - .~.. • . . ; . :· I; . 
~ . .,_ . . ~· 

i ; . . . . .. ·-· . . • . , -~. , : . ·~.~~:~ :.~ c:< ·-. ~. ~ •. : ,, .· : ." - ,. • _ . .:.0,: ·-----'~- '"~"'""' ' ~J.;~_ ;i 
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Jn !I')\ "l ': niel I:'!l t nr! t :icre a~g .four "·~ntt. (!'l" ·)~l.'!t?rvors, · : 
·rrorr H·:inf)lulu t' ;11,,ji p:1 oc.1 '1!1 th a. d1rcct1cn t'J . 'l<h~r fnr tn1e nl g1: t; . 

· ~.nd a. rCL(il-:> for corr.-.:un1cat1.~n -;:1.th t he fhn:.:'lulu :\1 ~ 1,, · ri'::;1tJJ~,-----""·--.-· · -~ 
·anr:l tho C "'lost G· •nrct C 2tt~r ITASCA. On lhtr."r ~ Inl r.n r. · nr9. four· ·· · 
obaorvor!. from. g:>nolulu . nls~ e~uippetl t'i1 th n r or! io. . . 

. .. . . . . .. 

. . · Th, . ITM.iCA~ uncle~ the Com.,1.i~ nd .0r." Co:ii.itr:i :.cr _". . O~ . 
TlvJm~, !ion 1 Un! toe:'. st~ t~s Ccnst· G1:-=lll' d 1, . ~~1 bom1 plt!cei·t · on stti t l"f?. 
:nvo.r . th'l lsl.rud for t!H?' pur po i:M'l' 61." e;11ardln iI th~ nt c;ht. • . T~·io ., . 

. ... 

rr; :.ell hnrl comn !·T'):C t .1e 1'1c£1t C'l~!Jt f ·jr thi'- jJU.rp~oe . Tho 
Irt :~ CA !•:ia·: pr•vlmrnly btien __ :Jt!l:t.11.1no<f nt· H;.in,)lttlu, one tho . · 
;H·~~ n0nnol ·.v~re fM1l1~.r . ',•; t Ch tho ·wn ter9 cm~ ~ i r.:1~11'~9 . '>!'· .tho 

' . ' 

Y1C1n1ty~ . · . . . . . 

. . · 1'. ~ ont n ~ on, ... Fr1 tfr·y·, ~ ·July, l.G::.1, '" rd · , .. a~ reec-t~;~d 
in rI·1r:te"IJ.ul11 t.\'.lt .t h~ t.tl rhn~·t Plrme r\.'ld iv' t nrl'iv<>d nt. H n l tm d 
Islr.n"I •. 1 ·111? ITA~C.A 'r·~ ~.>')!:'t fJ~t· u: o.t 1J7 '- !' t',0110 t'lus llt .ti".!") 
tht En~ :it>?·t. Pl:me ha~ bocn c~ntoettnl, · nncl the plario reJ,"ort~ 
onl 1 _.,ne-ha lf l.Pu:r or f »H:il, . no .l. ~m(; .fnll tmd P"31 ti on douht- . 
rul. T• <-' c~rits. ot· . at . OfHfJ ~'J. f! ·re;>ortnC'. r.m~ · hi.l"l f1 -rvc1 mi 1.fto fr"~ 

: ·: the ITA ~.CA thm1· at H-:i 11:l end I nlnn·: , · ~'Ut no . r. olzi t ive he~rini;, · 
V11S 1;1VEnle . ·1~t 0 :3i:;~ i · ~.JO _;)lrtn~ l"'J;>Or~; ~() lino O.r p--:>~.1 t1 )n l '."17• 
;::37 b·l t no ret'o:r~·r:cc p=>:!:1t. T ~1-, I'T.1\clC.A f: lr~h ".'t rt.?p!>rtf)(J th!t~ : \ · 
nt 1200 · ~ho '' ~"'uld O~Mr~ niCO SO!l. :' C.h t :> t ~'l.B · nl)rthwe~tr.nt+d !'or 

. the plane. 

. Tr.~ lTACCJ. ·· r~;:..>rttd Int~ ?· · t m~t :ih~ h.'ld r r cn!vcd .. n!) - .. · 

·r:or 1.1 no to. the · C?l.trso ~Ul (i s;H~od ot• . pos1l tt -:.·n of tl~o plona · but· 
be11"-'V'9(1 t [iat ~ho . }'l~no "?'ftj t.\";':\n t~ t.~u~ n-)rUMHJt; t:n"'rint · · 
pos<J~d tb• l tmt1 l: zi l!u\d1 r.-i: ri. {lu~ to th~ gl _o:e.".nr. t~~ :rts1ng m...~ 
ht.id ~1 :s-1H~d 3~oing . il,.1wl tm1,! .. t si '-ln1t . or ~ho 1 .~.~~,CA w:1ioh hnd b~~n · 
C!t1 ~k:1.n 11 hc!:vilY" _in . ~>r1Jor t~ a::t ~ int 1.n bt!ng .stght9<li . . 

·, 

. Th~ r r: ~~on f~r the rrM'.CAf s oenr~h to ~.ho it Jrth·:.-~st• · 
var<! -wn' riot lm:~ ·rn nntil c~nt0ct .·:!.th tho Il'J~ (;CA f>t'-5 llOCe 
sovcr~l r?n1s 1ut~ r. nn<.l .in.f~r:::.~tl. '.>n f'!ns. th~n rno~ivad that Oft, 
tho rn~111n~ of 2 July1 1UZ1, nt H:n .. lrinc! t.he v1s1b1l1ty had > 
oo~n c1.e1ar e.xct•;>t to t:l'u1. ·p~.st nno north, and tr . t110 plane had 
been clo:so to P.o·.·•lnnd it 1'/l\8 b1Jlievsd tno 1sl11nd or the Il'ACCA 
w:luli.1 hav:e b~nn .cns!ly ~HJ· ort ., except trom the. northt.Yest.. · · · 

.t r~c:u1ri~~s f.roar tho Ha\f7 De·part.m~t to the Com.n.riaci-~ t, ·. 
F:>urto9nth lfnvul ·Dtstr.iet., s.o to tho. pr:o.ct1c3b111 ty of a8.nr-oh- . 
. ing ty de:str•oy9r·s enc~ pll!.m~o fr ,.,• Poe.?'l llar'"or, ? . .. n•t b~m.i e-ht 
f)Ut th!t root t~;&t . the p~si t1on of lfo·1l&nd Isl.nnd1 11 6d0 \lilts 
r1"(.>111 ffonolulu prooluded n.ny ueo.rch1ng or . tr..i;. t arat). betna. con- . 
<?u~tgd . r-11 thout a. bnso · 1n the· lnnedlat~ nctnity for oi ther, 
~estro1er1 .or· plan••• · . · · 
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. ·-.· 
. tri th·"1 Aft.~rn.:ion or 2 . Ju11,·Li t-1.l', e:1:1n~ V.'nrre?n r: . 

It~r'.vny1 o, e .• 11 t::rr.r1 in a . fWtis.plrmo t ook n f f fr .,m. P?s:• l Ihr: .. 1Jr1 T.n. 1_ !'? i' . soarch ~ tha · rtc1n1ty or· t.he lio. l ri.ni1 I sl ~m <1 f'or 
tl1e · l.J.O. r~~r·t plo.n .~ . · -----

'\ T.h:') ti. E. ~ :'.• C<Jr.,() fJ\I 0 '1tt\ s mn<1 o n va i la .l ~-_to- ~htt . c,,~ 
o't\nd:"Tn t 1 Fr.n;.r t ri cnth Jhlv".\l D1 .o tr1·ic t , fi?r U!Hl- -e~cn sa~reht11~ 
nn.sol·e A~ .o :.:b01 . Satu!"rfa:;,- 1 3. J uly, 19371 the U . ~:· .F. CJL.OEAf"O 
left H ·rw lulu .. or Pe~:~l .. Ibr\.:or, "::'.~th or t1er i!' to fue~ p:r1or to 
<hi' t.u· t l n g for the Sos.;oeh Ar tta . '\ :1110 nt ?1'.'<nt"'l .ft:rr -:~r a.r:l'1t1on!'..l 
~t->Nts oJ>' ga s~11u t' ; .lu}. 1rlca t ing ·oil nnd . av·.t o. t1ol\ otl1 ~ we r1.J ta.ken 
...,n hJnrcl • . ~---~'· · · · .... _, ... 

. . At ·07JO,i \·he · Pa. t .. r,i ? ltne- 1·..:,pt>rte·.! hnr p~ s t t.1on At.''. · 
L.1\titu de ao.~ ~-, • . . :-r . ..;rth, Lo:1g 1t.ud e 1720-00• ·;1~,_H; , t~ hri t t!1e. 

· · "~~ tht;:ir Tims ~,xtr~. ialy ~d ax11~ t.bs. t· it ~~sn .nccaae kry fo r bor 
4;o rct\1rn to l'f.:orl .Clr)rb::n· . . · · 

:n10 u. t . h . u¥il<li !.ind been 1~ e!~"!1 tchad rroru th~ fl(t f> t , · 
Alr Ba.tio , P~n>'l Rti. · t-?r1 1' ~ li . 1 ·1.1 th ~up pli es fer t h!J Nia vt 

. pl{\ao in th~ O\ .. cnt . t i .~i t . it r .caehcd ll'1": l nnd I ~;l t;.n d and con­
d1,;:atod 11 search frott t he.re_ •. ·.In ',n· t.l t~r t o eun r .J t. htt Pr-:o;..ro l' 
Plnne on ito rot""rn . ! li ~;ht. t o PNlrl lla::- l:><=>.r 1 thtl u, ·: . n. l'·t:i t 1 
! :.,r,J;)T; ?J~ ! AQ CJt, and . 'UiI PP·)OH'r- ILL \H~rc Qro~1·ed. , {')Ut t o . C'lver 

.. · the :)otn o.f t l~ c Nlnvy .Pl:\n.$ . This ;)lrinie rt>turuuo . to li 1'>n·:> lolv. · 
$8 :'c l)' ti:,r .l:J.001 t;~tlJrr . fjy·, · ~July 18:.:7,. tJin d no !':.~rth~r pltmca 
vrero de :;r;>o tchc-d :i'.t·om Ptit;.. :rl Iln.r1~ r f·:> r t he 8t"~ l'Ch ~r {m • Tho ·. 
f:r-.tr . , htµs -...-o re C1,1roctcd tt.t re. ;1..n'"TI to P!'.n 'l Httrbor. The . 

/ 

.... 

/ 
. / 
/ 

U • C. L~ . S\1'/u'f c •nt i.n led on t'>ill'lll'O .! Hcnd .. 11d Island. 
I • ' ' 

·;'t'M.:le . n t F~;: ntl llar!x>r th~ . c-,mr;;t~~ inif O;:"floer or t h• . 
tJ . ;.::. • o. cor.,');-u\ r..J re c~;t ved i !lt":t:ruc t.t.~·ms .f·r~m th~ c.,Tn.r:rn:1 '!. rln t, . 
Fou · tcsnth .:b vi 1 .D:l;;t.r l ct, H~n:r •\c4mh·::~l O.rin a.· Sfor f irl, U • . s. -· 
N:i ''1 i r.~iul c::.n.fe: .. ·1· t:ir ·i ith ·~h~ Cor.t: ~ H ·1i' 1n r; or·.rtcor,· F:lt:•,~t Atr · 
'&J.·::.e, · Cu~:.t<\ i:'l K~nnci t.h ' ih~ ·t.tng• tJ . ~h Iin"J'1•1 nnd. o th<~ r ?f iccrs 
-::tf the. D~t:~ r ict und l\tt r ><.1.sc r c lu~;t . ..,...~ to the ;n·ol"a'b.lo ~" ".'.th · . 
s.ud lQC~ 1:1 .ln . .,r t .hc !ornr .. :-t Pl1;1ne iu tn~ event ot a ro~ettd · 

'· . 

.. ~ .... 

. ' 

,' 

·­.. 

. ' 
; . l~md in8• · T~41 a· in.fcirm:i. t1on 1 . 0Ce\!~d t .; i11:)1en.te that the r11or.rt 

pr .. :li.lbbl~ l' J4 ::i01l ro.r · mintdn~ 00\"rl.nn d l 5lrmd ·vr:iuld be . that or 
;;tr~n gnr ·r-int.!S th!ill nor~mlly n:r.~~ oted in thtl! rc;.~ion; a.:"ld 

'1 ' •• 

·" 

' .. 
' 

. . 

t i)•\ t th~ plnna h..~d- r1r·:lbr\bly bc~n onr.r:t~d :Snutrionst . <)f H1'wl and1 . · 
n gr ~)<I1to :r ".lls timco than. that t ror.a · whickl Bowl~md oould be si f:ht'!Jd• . 
T:1fu10 0\,1n1ona l~·ad the· Cosumding Off:l.o<?~ ot the u. s.s. ·C0LO• · · 
h\i o, cit ~bi.a timo to. b•l1i!VO .t ha i,; · :!OU1iheast ot lio1"lPJnd was 
t,ho moat likc~1 arc•• . . 
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. The . Commandin1t OtN.cer upon dtJparture trom Pearl " . 
Harbor l~OO, 3 . luly, . 19~7, · tet cour1tt tor Ho_wlamd I1land. 

Prlor to depcu•turft rrom' Pe~rl Br.rti..'r, T:ord 1'&~ r&­
ce1Tod t .hnt. a~llteur operotor.e 1n th~ v! c1n1 ty or Los Anct!loa 
hnd ins~rccpt~d P091t1on r ~port jf th• 'Knrhmrt plane oe Lat!~ 
tude 1 36' 8outh 1 Long1tud~ 179 Rn~~. Rndio watch was !~t 
on ~lOf- Kc:s and 6~10 !tea, the 1"requonc1~s mo-rm t •1 hflTe befl'!l 
used by the plane,, 1n ac!d1 tion to ·.thP. r<!guV~r lfe tch. ~ the 
'distre1a rre·:-; uency, 500 Kelle · Cori~it"t w&.n n:nde T1.e br1oadon~\ 

· recci•er1 w!.th the radio broadc~sttng Btnt~ons in Honolulu 
which · "'·ei-~ del1Ter1ng an al.11101t constan·t stream or· information· ·. 
relat!Ye to aircraft reporti ot reception 01f messagea .troa 
the plane. · · .. · 

. · The broadcnsttng etntion! ~nd tho ITJ\CCA continued 
to .send meaeagts to the , plane. On the night or~ ~nd· 4 lult 
no signals n~re heard on th@ plan~ fr('qumor by th.e ITAf.CA · . 
or COWF1.AOO; but ·rpport• were .received frotn Wyoming, Honolulu, 
Los Angelea, .A:uetrn11a end other point~ thRt nignal:1, nnd tn 
some ensea Toioe repol"ts, had bcP.n rec cfved from .tl'•e plane. -
It .-sa illso rep<>rted . that an unbr~1k<m carriQr · 'A'llYe was ht'ard, 
both the night ot 3 July nnd · th<' night or 4 July on. the pl1:ne 
tref)ucnc1. Xhertt wa·s no doubt th,9t meny utat1on~ 1\"erf' cnllin& 
the Earhart plane on the planet n fre qumt-y, ~ome b7 To1ce and 
other• bf signals. All or these added to th~ confusion 1.nd 

. doubtt'Ulne•• or the au then tic 1. ty ot the rt'porta. 
I , . . 

·I 
f 

I :. 

i. 

' . 

At this ti ~ o the Commanding 0ft1eer, u.s.s. -COLOR.ADO · 
stated thnt pending t'Urthar 1nf6r?N tion it 'n:!I bl:- plan ba'ed 
on the pre:rent 1nf,:,rrr..at1on, tltuu·ch op~rations conducted r. nd 
be1ng conducted bt the ITr' 5C.A. and 1n.rormn tion obtn 1n"d . rroas 
otticera at the RtiTal A1r Sts tion, Penrl 811t,rbor L."ld a knol"leds• 
or \'!'lnd$ and ·,currentn in the Tic1n1 tr or lioY:land and ·Baker In­
land to _conduct · ~·c~rch op~rattona upon •rrlval at Ho..rland Is~ . -
land in tbr. n:rea .southet.&t ot the ialand. Th• BE>•rch to be 
conducteCl s.:t followna The u.s.s. COLOI'\JJIO_ to atenm ea~t along . 
the e')uator1 :the plane a to be launched trom the . ship to · :;earcb . ·, 
to the northward ·o!xty ailo• th~n e • st tor twel•• •ile• then · 
1outh pans.1ng tbe COLORADO to a1xt1 mile• south or the track 
ot the COLORADO and then to complete ti.~e roetangle end return 
to the ·•h1P• Upon ·retum .to tbf.I •hip, the plane• were to bo 
aerr1 ctt4 and . w 1th no• p11ota ta k• . ott to.,. search · ot th• ne•t · 
reotancle1 I 't was expected that tour . tliaht• ot thr•• plane.• 
eacb owl4 be aade ptt ht• ! · 
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On the F~urtb or Jul7 ~ord w~s rec~1Ted ~h~t 
Commc.nd~r De~troy&l" $ quadron Tll'of· C~· rta1n Jonathan s. D<nve11 1 

. U.S~ ~&.'Y)"1 in Commnnd or the LF.X NGTOM Group, ··con31Dt.1ng ~r 
: the L!·ilNUTON, The DRAYTON; the ClJCHIBG and the LJJl.SON, waa 

proceedinf: to thr . ~enrch fl rea • · · .. . 

· During ti\c niaht or 4 - 5 July, conl'tnnt r sidlo 
:umrcb "'u conducted. The C")LORAOO h4".ard theJ carrier 'YlftYlt 
'fl'hich had .been pr(!Viously rf.?port P-d by other . !tP t.1on •. The 
Bro z! <!Cl\ :·· ting S\.?tion in Honolulu hud been re tuezting thft . 
plane; 1! tho orondcr8ta ..-ere. heard1 f,.Q !>~nd a me$sage rind . 

: tr un~ble t i..'> cend a mestrnge to r.end str.n~ls by means or eut-
tinR th@! cn rt1er 't'iaTe on and .... .,rr. - Another st1lt1on re?(>rtf?d that . 
answering . Bignnls hnd boen hGord but non~ or th~ !t•t1ons re­
portint:' haYing. he~rd ai&nala egre!'d on any one !lpec11"1c repl1 

·signal,. · Ab'n~t mid-night 4 July, t1ord -.a8 · rec"1'fed thct the 
pl.ane ·c:ai'ried no emerg~ncy radio· ~uip:nent rind thnt 1 r the 

.. · plane hf\d lAnded on .th~ w.·ater the ttngin~s ·rould be .Pl'.lrtl1 · 
submergctl. !l. nd thf) radio eou1pment . ···ould be unab1 e ·t.o tranmd·t. 
Thi s gave risA to tht. b"l let thnt th~ plane '188 on lend, 1t . 

· the -' ignala · henrd or mens.ogas received ,.ere to b~ eon.,idered 
1n My· yrn_y nuthenti·c, . 

. . 

. . . . . . . At .0230 the 5th o·r July 19l7' t.ford was rece1Yf.ld " -
· that opcrn tore 1n Honolulu h!llt! r•e"'t TP.l\ A 111el"s11g~ · fro• the · 

pl&ne .. th!it 1t3 position ll't\I 261 Jllil ~!J north or Howl•nd Isl,llnd. 
It 111as further. st ~ t~d that tht!' wan belt~Yed t.~ b• auth~nttc 
a• three s~pur~te operators hftd heard the report. · · 

This information placed n .d1fterent p1~ture· in 

~ 
'J 
)i 

· ·~. 

. . · :· · 
.. ·. Tiew,, f C?r if thf>- poL\iti.~n ?\'&8 corr ( ct it. ou.ld 1nd1eate thst 

t~v plane .1fRI! on the- 'lii:a ter, .rml1 H' signals "1"ere actually hfur4 . 
. 11' hild been brlievcd, then the plnne u:lint be on lnnd or tible 
to tr:ar:smi.t rrom ' the "rater, · The u.s,s. COLJ RA.00 "'a~ still . 
too :r.tAr · ~i way t:> ·c r.tu::lo a. che.ngft or cour !!\~ for the· reported posi• 

· t1on. The ITASCA and SWAN left th'91r poui tions im:nediat@l7 
and' proc9e~ed townrdts ·th~ Pott1 t1on 281. miles . north or Bo"·land 
I1tlsiid. The R.:..;. IWOF.BY .-,;hich lt<"tH> nP.iar the reported po!it.ion· 

· · proceeded to~'"srda the position &ivcn1. · errtvtng. on the 5th . ot 
· . July. Th~ SWAN. ronch~d Latitude t>O Nort.h' Longj.tude .1 7fO~~t 

.W.est1 nnd C0'1tncnced . searching to the wectwnrd • The ITACC.A . . · 
rc8chod the rei'ort~d .Pos 1 tion late in the afternoon or 5 lul7·, 

' i .. .. r 
. ' :~;· 

" 

·'. 
· , 

·The COLOEAOO during the l'>tb . ot lul1 ~onttnu~d on it D. eou.r~1• to · · 
·Ho•land Island • . Due . to the di!lt~c:e inTolTed to the position · · 

· .2a1 iuil•t . north ot Bowland Iaand1 nr\d to Bowln.nd I nlnrid · tron · . ::, 
'. the poa1 ti.on. of the COLORAOO at this . t111tr it "10Uld httT" a r.Tod . · ,• · .. , 

... 
no u1etul purpose to chn~ise· the eour1e or the COLOnAr:-0 - d 1r~e1:11 · 
to the · euepecte~ po11·t1ms. · In th• ttTWtnt tb~t t:~.e SW.AN, IT /,SCA 
and. MOOli;Dt t.-iled to locate the plPin• 1lt the 8\t:JIHlcted po1dt1on . 
or area .ant rad1o ·intoraat1on eonttratd the original ·assumft1on . .. 
ot th• plan•· being .in . the eouthe~•t quadrmt boa lo•land •land · 
."'7 ehaa1• now would d•l•r ·•lt.laate 1earch ··ot that re1loa1 · . 

. /'\ . . . •! . , •. . ' ~ · 1 :_. . . . . . . . . ··: . ·'. ; ·· .~· . ,; " .. 
v '.. ,• - - '" ~ . ' l . 

.... _; ': ~ • ' · . :- •.•••. :• .. J ... " '""'"""" ... \ ........ ~ ..... ~ 
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'lt 1Jt\a .. not nece1serr tor the .Conmanding Officer 
to dec1de ·unt11 Tue~day rorenoon on the cou~se to follow • 

. During th• · ~th t wo deapcatchea or co.n :J iderob1• intt,:rest and 
1'etght wex-e rttce1Ted. Thtt . t'iret deepateh Cf.lat definite 
.doubt as to ·the location es being .~81 mile• north or How• · · 

~· 

'· 

· lnnd Ialan.d, dut11 to ·the t act t~nt it ~tt.ted '1lge.in that the . J· 
plnne ,could uot .use radio if "et\Vlll1 · i.n tho '"~ t.er'; and .th.e 
roglon t~ th" north ot Jio•lo.nd . a~ pr~T1otis1y ·atAteJ • tu en­
t1rttl1 watGi"t Bence, 1r •1gnn1 s 'Jf Or~ rec (')i Y~d the loeoU.on 
tras detini'tely . . wrong. ·The .othf)r deapatch r~t~·rred t~ the · . , 
opinion or · thr. tech r~ 1r.nl aides connect~d 'l·1 th the tl1ght1 . 1 

thr t the plane ·1rou l d. be· round in the .original line, 1'hicb · 
~ould 1nd1c&l·te a po"l tion .through Howl!'lnd .I$lortd imd . tbe 
Phoen11C 0?.oup, or .. 1n other •10rd1 the 1outhe~ !t quadrllnt: t1'011 
flo•.land loland. ,Thttt! report1 bore out tht: original ·••sumP-

. ·tion of. the Comm11nding orr1c~r, 'Dl hich WtU' b.-ii~d on •11 in~ 
· tormf'.tion · thm evn~lAble, th~t . the logical 'JU•dro.nt. for the 
post tion· of thtt plt1ne· 1111a11 . ~he. nouthea r. t ;r:uadr11.n ~· · 

' . . 

' . ' . Tht C~trri~r· '1.'STe 'lllSa .f\ga1n h~ttr~ ·during tho night 
and· th9 ITASCA ~nd thf> brondeas t station in Hon·e>lul1,1 cont:nuod 
to· broridcn&t to th• plnno instruction~ 8!l· to tho rop11en to be 
give~ 1r the plane lies hcbrd .• . At .21.52 nn thP. night or tho 5th 
thQ 11stenere ·1n th~ rt1dio room or the COLORADO wpre stRrt.led 
tb . henr on the plenn froqut~CT1 th~ ~ords, ~Earhhrt froM . 
ITAfi CA .did ·you s~n!i up • f lo.rtft Ir .you dld .sond U;> · nnother. · 
Please so ahcnd. • · · · . . · . · . · . : " 

. At .2140 the tol lo,•1nr. ~•s reeA1 'Yod; "Earh•rt· 111me · 
trom ITJ1SCA, · "e 8ee aoe<:md tlarc1, ·"'" ar·• coming for )"ou, •• 
are atArtir1g tovrard yc1u. • . At £145, " Wt! ne• your rlnre and 
are proctteding townrdH TOU•, these rcpor ti eont1nu~ tO be 
brondca:.it by the ITJt.SCA, ·nnd appZ\rently to n li s ten.in!:· • :rld, 
tho . pos1 t1on 1?81. ~dlNr north or .Bowland Island in which the 

. l:T.A~CA, SWAN and MOOR.BY w~re senrehing was the correct po~i­
tion. tt ·wes therefore •1th great aadneaa that thP. follow- .. 
in g . v.·;a $ received uhortly tlterer~rt<'r, •Rep.ort 1n error, objP.cte . 

. st ~h ted ·are rppirirently met~ora Ho1'land l'eported .same erreet .. • . 
. And th~ ' SWAN Yerit1ed the opinion by r~portl.ng :rightin1 11•teor1 

·atthEr ' time the ITASCA ns believed .to , be si1htin1 a fl ~re tro• 
th~ Earhart Plane. . · 

· ~ 
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· · : . On the 8th ot luly1 19~7, the Comen4A.nt, Fouz·t•enth ·. · 
l&Tal .District na directed to take Ch1"rje ot all laval ForO•I . , ·' 
based Pearl Harbor and those in th~ search ar••• The Cooat . 

,. Ouard Cuttflrt. . the ITASCA •a.a . turthe~ · directed to oper.,.te under ' .. 
Commandant, Yourteenth laval D1str1et, tho Commandant, . 

. Pourteenth laval Diatrict1 directftd the Co11mand1nc Ott!ctl'l · · . . ·· 
v.s.s. COLOJUJ)O to take ch&.rge ot la'f'al. . and Cot.\&t Qu,,J"d Un ti · : · · ~ ·.; 
1n the Search A.re• and ccordinate the larhart Seuc.b Unlt, , , · .. 

1
,,. . 

. · •'11 th• artiftl. ot Comender h•trorer lqul4ron hoe . 

~.· 11 .. . D .. ' ·. . . . . . ;/. . . . . . . . . ! • - . . . i J 
l" ..... / :· • • ~ ) -: •• 1 ........... ~ .• • ~'!: .,..:· ......... · '.·:,:'·:~: . .'~,.,;.;.,·'. .. ._,;,. ·':~ · .'.:.· .. ~.~~.,;{:·. ;_, ·;·:·" .. ,·.· .'. 
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. , Sbortl1 atttr tho flares were known to be !alae 
a rei>0rt W'lll recai•Qd th.at further investigation or the re- . 
~rt r•celT.ed on Z Jul.7 that on 3l·J5 'c• a 1r0man• 1 ·"YOice h.od 
ude four dlstrotsa !11gnttl. ce~lls rollei"'ed by ltllA~Q, rollowod 
by "225 iarble, Oft llowl.a.nd1 battel"J' ver7 weak1 cnn•t l•~t 

. long, garble 1nd1ca ted sendbi!nk~ 1 n.~d. b~~n .mndo and con!:ld•r­
ablo credule.nco n• g1Ten to · thl1t poaa1bil1 tr or the rep~rt . 
MT1ng beon nctuallr r~aaivet,. th.~1 onlr ba1~-:a ahsrted l!Lro .. 

· , south and east or Howla.nd I11lfl.nd. J. report ,.aR reaoi••td . . 
. trom !Ar• Putnam atr~ss1n~ tho Ph.Qu.nux lt~lnnd Group s.n.d st.u­
ting that h.endwlncls alort bud boun much etroneer thnn e:xpeQ\9 

. ed tor the !11.;;.ht .. . i~gai,Tl it wu1 •ta:.tP.d t.Mt the Lockheed 
J.ircntt. E'lgin0Qt•1 "tll 4'.'ed ·thn t the .radio could not operA i. 
unlo11 the plane n11 on land. It -r.&a 1"\J.rthu·r auggoatod bJ' 
Kr. Putnem! that o pln.na tl'o11 tho COI.ORJ..00 inTeat1gato ' tba · 
Pho'9nix Is and .lroa. Tb.o poa11blli tr that the pos1 t101'1 · 
2.9l .1lile1 north or liowlnnd n•· in err0r and .might .ban been. 
1outh and aou 'th~:ut • ·:A$ also co?taidored. A third report · 
also -1tatod tlu: t a etroni a1gnnl .bad ~en heard and a unta . 
TOice oallins t.ha ITASCA. ! .fourth 11gtul. report atatad 
.IP011t1on 281 miles north ot &or.lond;- dr1rt1nr northweat.• 
th.11 ~eport wna d••tln1 t~lf Im.own la tcr to be a tali• report. 

.' . 

. . . . The. !learc:h ·in t..h't . northwea·t quad.rant na being '. . : 
ctirrled on· by 1h1~1s. the plnnos radio •aa bel1oTed . to ban · · 
lMon be~, it aomo or tb.o mP..n7 re})Qrts wa:re prosu.-ned to be · . 
authentic, hence Cl1n lend. Conaidorntionn irre&?'eotiv• · ot 
radio had pointed to the southeast qusdrsnt• and lt thJ.1 . 
tlme •till did .• · 'l'h& 1outheaot quadrant t'rOra R!»wl.1t.ud1 u-
· copt tor orio unvei·1t1ed :report• still waa th~ most · llJCely. 
!he Commiandin! Off'ioor therqforo dec1d &4 to hold to hls . 
·origlnel decid.on, thAt or . aeRrehing w the southeast ot , 
Howland,· with one mod1tic~tion1 that b$1ng to aearch bT ' 
·t!:noa, the land o.rens ot th.a Phoe1l1X Group, prior tO the 

go water areas. Large 11ret.• ot 1nterTening water, ot · 
oour1.e ;rould bo 4ovored ai t the same tiae • , . . · , 

· · · · · · Aocordirtel.1 at oaoo; Tue1d'.q1 the ahipt a · iwact · . 
waa changed to 205° true and speed. 1.ncr•••od to •ighteel'l / · · 
point three knot3 (18.3). An&ngementa were ·mad• in m•- . 
w.-r to a request from the ITAS~ tor a . reti4enoua with -tbA• · . 
ahip tor 06~ tho 7th o!' July, tor tu purpose ·ot :ruelinc 
t!le IUSCA p ro'ri.aioninl . her .. trOll tU COI.OJUDO• . , ~ · · ''··-

. PAI was tinot*4 to 11ouch to J.aUtu4e o•, Loncltu4e __ l"f5e 
••• ,. ,• .. . . . . . <'-'" . ' 
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. . Tho Com:t'11'3:nder ·Coast Guard · a~nt word that b.9 bad 
communicated with perisonn t'wnl.l.inr with the ~1~~~0~1 or .· 
nartgntion ot Mr. Noonnn; !!nd th.at )(r. IfOOl'lM. would take a filt 
shortl7 betore dawn, eorroct . cour~e tot da.sti.Mtionl and . 
determine line.or pas1tiort when .near the end ot ••t • . · 
mAtt.4.run. this procedur• \'l'Ould allow a .fl1ght ot about 
300 ailes rl thout a . ·6oOd" ru. · It short or · eaa, ·he probabl.7 
would follow tn~1 linfl . or po111 tion to the nearest land• me ·· 
11.ne of position asr - 1Srr' waa . ~iven 1:n one ot the l.1.1t r.- " 
ports received from the plano. It was also stated lo a ·. 
~•port \hat tb;9 ·plane •as sb.o~t or ~as. ·. .. 

·.~ 
. i· . . ' 

~: . 

:l 
j 
~ 

Considering th.e question ai to . .,,hat iir~ IOOG1aa"4i• · . :.~ . 
do, 1 t must .M conaidored l1h1.ch 'my ho Jl'OulJ. 1teer on thit · ~ · · · · ~ 
Uile. · !O the ·north.«e:st ~f Ilowland m\$ Tide atrotche8 Of , . 
ocenn, to the southeust lf~ro spotn ot 11.lnd. · To e 1e3.m&Q . ' 
in low Tisibillty the ·thinb t;o do when 1n ~oubt or own posi­
tion woui• b• to hoad . for. thti1 open ae&. . The la.nd 'YOUld be 
the place to get awn7 from~ To the ilr Narlga tor Yi th · · 
position in doubt and nyinr. n land plane 1t 16 app~.rent · · 
that the thing . t .o do TTO\tld be · to s to or domi the linti toward• 
the most probable land. 'l'o tho .Air ifav1g'ltorg lllnd would 
be . a resoae, Ju:1t aa the sea "°uld be to the aeuutl'I• Wo\114 .. 

1 and ~id Kr. Doonan do this or had he Ot.h.~r roasona to do. • 
otherwisef · Th.o answer was or coU!'ao U1Aknomi. but logical 
deduction pointed t.o the southga1t quadrn.nt• · 

· · . . At. d~ brenlt, \Vodno:11da71 .,, lul;v, the IV.t>CA ... ; . 
tueled Mtd provlnion<Jd .- .rrom tlltt COLORADO. Opon completion ·· · 
the ltASCA was direetod ·by tho Comm.'!lnd1git Ofricor ot the · . 
u.s.s. COLORJ~ to proca~d to a point o -cot South La t1tude1 · 
Longitude 178 Weat, l\l'ld tro111 thflre. to0saarch a •ector, eas~ · 
ward a.nd south · from a lino ben.ring lL.51 from that point and 

. to aaarch · to the cu1stwn1·c\ a dis tanc~ ot l.20 milos. · Thi• 
poa1t1on and area was Chosen A# a place !Gr search due \0 
thoroughl7 corusi,dering th.o probable drift or the pl.ane1 ~· 
.1 t landed · on tho morning or 2 July to thlt aou th ot Bowl&M 

. ~" .. 

Island, whilo ·on a line 157° to or tJ"Ort .Bow1and Island. The 
ItiSCi na turthor inatructGd. to roctit7 thi• ·area to be . 
aearcMd 1i'l acco:rd~nco with tha -ourrent round 10 tho r•gion 
1a order to cont1nu-.U7 tale• into conaideratJ.on tlMI drit\ or 
th. plane it on ·the .water. . · 

' · • ' . • • .-11 .1 . 

. '. '. .. · .·. . . At 1435_, the COLORADO approached t!M1 west.'Waril 
charted lilanda qt tha l'hoanix Gl'"Otap and plane• were oata- .· 
pulted ••arching ahead tor the .charted po11itl0n. ot th• a .. t 
and Sand.Bank DOI'~ ot l'iulow ll••t and. aoutbeeat ot Bowland 
Island• . ,,. . . .. 
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Alt.bough the pl~ne1 •uarch"d ahead tro• th61 ship · .. 
~ntl al'Os1ec1 th• Rquator ctoTer1ng an adTanae ot. approximate~ 100 
11.tles &head ot the ahip and brt:yond the bolioT~ location cf' tho Root 
and Sal'\4 :Banlc, Md ••Toral mil nn to the · Kaat..inrd or the cb.Jirted . . 
?OSitio·nl it was not locnted •. At 16451 .the planAI wer4 rec:oYered 
in. a .po' tiori· aoutb. or th" .Equntor in Longitud• . 1740 Mt l'e•t• 
l 'hen the 'planes were re1urnqd · to t.hG sh1·Pi th ft course or the · · . 
ahip ·~s chiingod to 260 unt il clear c! nrv possible dang•r ot· · 
u,e R•et Wld Sand Bank, and 'fina1ow R~e.r, and then to the aouth-
~~. ' ' 

. · On the St.h of .July, tho SllAJ~ ren.ennd ·the poa1t1on . ·: 
Latltud• OQ oot 1 Lon8'1tud..t 175° &n · t.he ert.,rnioon, and .. wl!la tMn 

.. directed to proceed 1:.o a point 2 Sou.th, l'f20 West eontinuini 
to coTor a aonrch "ncrona tho northonst acotion or be water 
ar•iL ot the· Phoenix. I~lnnd:J. · · 

· · At 0057i . tho COLORA.00 l~un.oh~ pl.anoa froJm 175•-aot 
. . West, 1 • 8outh.t and oonductocl ttn Eas t.-W<9 at sonJ:"ch OT4U" tlw ehnrted 

,, · region ot Viin.!li>1r Ro6f nnd Ruot t'lnd a.~ nd &nlt. A thorout.h 1enrch 
ot th.ta region !'a1l~d t.o loeate ·,,1tturr or th~ t..o rtters, and tM . 
lPlltor coTered showed no signs or 'tbn EarbArt ·Plano. · . · · · 

. · When . the pltmttf' ·return(}d tltiej wer• JJmod1n teU ntUf>led . 
and were :!ent out Agn.tn eQV~rin.~J t.o guthor a rront of ••Ycnt1 ail&•• 
th1rt7-r1ve milt1s on eaeh side ot the courao. While th9 COLORAOO 
eontinuac nhood1 the ?l.nru~s ae11r~ ·to the lott thirty-ti T~ llile• 
thon to' tht? ri,;ht cr·o~s1ng th.o •hip•. course a ' distance or tl'lirt7• 
f1Te miles b~y0nd tho ship'• trackt and then com~l~ting ·the reo- · 
tangle. · Thi.a 111ethod Of a(}ll t"Ch con i'1Ued until J.5al Whe!\ the 
pl~n~a returood with a report thot .~l ·though the T1sib111 t.1 wai e»• 
etiSpt1onally good nothi~ was a1ght0d. Th• next !light troll 1620 . . 
to l 7c0 ext~nded the sdvnnc• ot tho 11:?Tent1 mile tront to a total · 
Of. tlfty mi.lest_ Jlllkit\~ an area O.r ~,~()O . milf1fj CtOYer~d by t.h.e l.AI' . 
tl!O flir.hts. The r1rat tl1ght to th• oa•t~:u-d eoYer~ at l~a•t · 
l~SOQ aqunre m!lea. Fros tha potnt ot r~gove17 or th~ plan .. at 
l r30 the COLORJJ)l) proeeed\Jd to LatJ.tude 2 -3'1• South, Longitude 
175° Tlitat lrherct a cours• ot 1800 was • .,t tor the night. . . 

·' ',; · 

, 
- . ' , ·· .I 

. llurini; tho Jn•ertou1 t"vent1·•tour hours two report• or the 
plnn~ had boGn roc~1ved • . A r eport •a• r$001Tod trom Kelbounr•, ·. 
luatrali& "914n~ 'between Bowland and Uamoa Grou~, te~ houra 'lest.• 
tl() .rurth&r information n .1 givm no·r waa tho J:-epor' Yeriti"d• . The 
othiar r~port waa receiTOd .at 1800 •t4tinc th.at a reputable oiti&eD 
or auo at 1515 hn1d ru;...~ Am~lia Earhart call the ITASCA and the 
l!ASC.A &ztner. ~ i!ASCA na 1-•41&te11 aaked . t'or nriticaUOll . ... 
An4 atated tlut theT had no "°rd• Whn' \ben 414 lt •••n, ,,... a ~-- ·,' 
intended• a tr1tu4 prep~tba~ff. or a aia\ak• •••t : .. . · .... . . . . .;. . . . 
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!he IQ'lter.r as aolTed ahOrtir by tho report. · that the listener 
had accident&l.17 turned 1n· on th~· "llarch, or Ti.melt 'broadcta•t and . 
bd1e~o4 ·tM reproduction and · acting to be rea·l. 

· . · · · " At 0700 gn th~ morning or 9 July in La ti tude l;054t .. 
IO'ltth, Long1 tude 174 -46' Wost, the · COLOR.ALO launched her J>+anea 
in th~ dire~ tion of.' . ~c.ltcan Isln ud. . O pon loc,'l ting -11.cltea.n a iid · 
acn.r.~l'.l.in' . the v1e1n1 ty, ~l;h,., plan'3s eon t~imrnd to Gardner and . tion 

· w CaNnd·elet Reer bofox-~ rel1.1rn1.ng to tho ship in Latitude · 4 • 
f>O' So.uth.1: Lon_51tud~·1740 ... ::,4t ii9at. . Aftor the vnin aoareh. for . ,. 

.:. t\ef!f and . ~an'1 .tmnk end for Winslow Rear it waa to bo •Qeotctd 
. · .. . · · that the other I.tland:J · did not or m1s~ht not exist. Thtl7 •ttr• 

howeYer1 all located by th9 plnnes .and nltho~gh th.er •~ro 114t 
in the eMat cha;rted p<>tlitlon thay trere Sten from ·a considerable 
d.1atnnoc and . tho pl&!l'l• l:Uld no ~t:t'icult7 i.n locaUng th•• 

I ', ' 

. · · U.c:Eean Island nh)wtld tlmlistakable signs or b1nirlg at 
'one tbe .been 111Mbite<I • . On . the northll'eat aide of the I•l..lnd. 
·there appeared· buildings or . the adobe 1t7pe. - Jo on• was •••n on 
either Oardnor ~slD..nd . or McKean Islnnd. 

' . 
liolteiln Island n• auoh that .a plane could barn ude a · 

: 10.t'e crs.ali' landing oi thor on the bctuch or in the oent4fr ot the 
I1l and. No d.weilint?s· npp ,nrod on UnrJ.n~r or aro- .other aiina ot 
inh.eb1 tation• A long sh.al.low lagoon extends the · entire len&th 
or ~ Island. and through. most or the width. . · . · . 

. A aeaplan9 · could land in .tho ltigoon and 1~ 1• b411eTed 
. th.at ." a . land. pls ne could make a forced land1n.g there, and th~ Oct-· "~ 
. euptt..nta walk aahore. C01•a l reer:s oxtended out troa tht- ahore Il.n• ;. . 
. tor about 150 9"ardll• At Gardnor Inln.rtd a tC1ur thousand ton tram~ . · 
. 1ton1utr .·ha.a p11iod up hoiu1 on ond romllina . thore with b.ar baolc broil• · · •11• Gron.a or COaonnut pal.ma grow on th., woatern ecd and ~· 
•n tire l•l~nd 1• eovared 1r1 th tropical , Yege·ta Uon. 1i7ri.ad1 ot 

· bli'4a cover both 1ale.nda. · · . :· · 
· .. 

. . I. ' . . . 
. . . Carond~l .et RCJef 1u1$ Uhd (j) r water but pla1nl1 ooul4 M ._· 

aeen h'oJl".the pl.en•• a~ a distance or 10 llilea.- L 
. . Thia was ot interest in :r•gardd to the possiblll t,. · · j 

ot Wi.Dalow· Reor Uia ting an4 ~ ilo•t a\14 Sand knlc to t.he. Jorth- . . ! · 
.-iit · •nrd. ot w1n1low Rtt•t. J:r the '"° •xi•tedt .1 t 1• apparent 'DUti\: ' .. 

. ~ -:~~. ~~~~~tl::.11•6t ;:, ·~ '~ . "'; ·~-:- ..,,, all•• .. ' 1 · 
·.· · :. \.\.; ·~;·~. < ·l'tl.··, ... · ..... ~'-' · . .. !" 
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· · ·. · · . Upon recoTe!'J' ot tho plan•• · ~- the aorninl . · · 
night the ship oontanuod on .cour•• 090 and ai 1400 launch_. 
plane• in Latitwe 4 a~• South, Longitwe l?a . 45• •••'• ·. · 
Th•. purpose of the tlight in the attornoon ••• to ••arch the 
water ·ahead · ot the chip to locate Hull Island and to •••rch 

; .. th~· i:ol.and and th• •ai.r la th• Yio1n11:7 tor· Ul1 11su ot tu 
. · · Earhart Plan•• 

· As .the plane1 .approached HUll Island nat1Tel. nre . · 
.· •••n nmnins out or th"ir h~ts and· waTing clothe1 a\ the plane. 
L1eut•nant Lambr•eh~1 ihe l 4 n1or arts.tor and in chars• or t.he 

. night, lalldod tor ti1e purpose or asld.ng it . the inhabitut1 ·. 
had 1een or he3rd or the Earhart Plane. l European ~•sid•nt 
llanager or. the nativea ca.me out .in a canoe to meet the pl.an•• 
IJ• and h1i riative1 ,..re a1toni.1hed and exalt.cl in •~eing the 
three pla.nea. the Resident Kanager asked where the planes . 
••r• t1'0ll and 1rhcn informed Honolulu. nf>arl.T upaet the ct.Me 

· · in Jd.a excltemeint. It ns nece11sa1'7 to explain to h1a that 
the planes had not coma direct but had arr1Ted b7 the bl\.ttl~ . 
ahi.P COLORAOO 1rhich wa• rt'lntiv\lly cll)se . by. The Resident . Kan­
•••r said · th& t there wns a rnd1o on th• islnnd; honver1 he . . 
lmP D:>thit11 or the FJ\rhart. t'11 ght and created doilbt ot hi• · 

· banng evet• heard of Miss Earhart herself. lfei ther he nor . ::. 
hi•· naU Tes ~ad seen or hg&rcl a plane. The planes r~turned · ' 
to the aldp ill Latit\11e ' Z!t S()Utht Longitude 1710 oat l'ea .. 

. . ' . Dul'~ng the night ' ih'g ship 1tenmfd· nor~ and tben . 
east · arriving at :-&t1twe z 51• South, Longitw.1• ·~ft.O 11t 
West, . at 0700 the 10th. or Jul.1• . · . . 

' ' ·" · .. "' 
. ·: ' :~ 
. ·.') "J,~ 
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'' ,: ' . ~1 

; ,•. 

, • .· . 

. . .. . , 

' I•, 

·. ' , ! 

• . . The sr.AB bad begn directed ·upon arrival at tatit~• : . 
·! South Lo11gitme 170 West to proceed to rendenou.a 111.Ui .- . ·· · ·: ·. 
the COLO Wl0' 1n Latitme z.o 10' South, Longitude .l72G . Jle1\ _:, ___ _.-_~_ . >. 
at U CO 1.nd to a~~rch in the vicinity or Canton Island en-·.·-- -- . ·" . ·., , 

-routw. The pl~noa "nre launched. at 0700 and proceed.cad to · · ·. · . 
SJ'dn01, Phoe~l '!ndorbu:ry and Birnie Ieland1 in the order · ·· .. . . " 
111im d.1 and at lol5 111 La ti t a1e Z~ 2P.f. S<>uth, Longi tOOe 1720 2t . ·. · · 

. ·1 st were r a1,0Terod b7 the. ahip, · 6Ydn t Yl\I the· 01l17 1alan4 . , i.' 

· which showa-d arq s1gna of r4'cent ·he.bi ta tion and in appearance · : , . 
na much 'tbe siame &1 Oardner Islsnd, . It had the \lSlUll shallow . 
lagoon wh.itih in th11 .ease was large enough tor a 1eaplA11e ·to · · .. ~ · 
aalte a 1ato landJ.n.g. Phoenix a:nd Bi~• Islands b.&4 tho ·~ · · : ' · ' crane• ot • lagoon, but the lat t .or 1•1And be'.LD& Tert ...u. ' '., " I 

erbUJ7 bad. . a l&&oon but 1 • wa• T•rJ ahallow. .' , . " . : . · ·- , · · 
. • • • • ' . • • ' . • ,. • •• ' • . • ~y •• . • • • I' • 

. · lhen the pl • won reconr•d• the Rd wu bk• · . . . · : · . 
alonta14• am. retwllo4 aD4 prona1oDGCt. . Upon OGlllJ>l•U.ea of · . .. . 

. twtlln& ... ~• Rd wat1 cttrootod to search in • northwest direo\l• · ;:· .. · 
aoro•!."""' opea water north ot the PbMntx Gro\1P emou. LAU- , . · 
\me •- '°·· '1tlh1 ·. Lon ii '111• l'J'IO •. ••.'-· · . . . . · . . . .i_ _ , • • " .. 
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. · . · . Thg COLOR>.tO at 14•1 in Lat.itme 01° -nt SOuth,· · . 
Long1\u:1t 175 - 45' West launched plane• tor a· eeareh to ancl ot 

· Canton l1l&D4e . Tbiis island 1n11 ·10011tod and oaretuUT . aearohe4 . 
bT the plane•• It waa the largest ot &nJ ot the 111.andl aearoh-. 
ed. Itt1 lacoon n.1 dMper than those ot the other 111.and1 but 
••• croaaed rith coral reefs in euoh a mmner th.at it woul.4 be 
d&.nt1•J'Ot.11 to land excopt at two plncest one at each end ot t:l• · _ · " 
island. At the •••torn · end thore rem.4'1n11 the aback• and »cattOW. ·· ... 
11A1 eroo'tad b1 the reoen' e.ollpse exp1d1 t&on. 1'ihftll th• pl~ne1 · 
•er• recovered, th• courae wa1 eet at Z50 to tak~ th• COLOR/4>0 
to a rendt:Tou at 07001 12 J'ul.T,__ .,.th the 4••trQ1'er1 Approaoh-
ina .t.h• search area w1 t.b the LEXIwro1 Group. . . 

I . 

. ~ 
. . j 

.. I . . .Upon tu~12nr the 4e1trGJ'e'l'1 the COLOlUIX> 'HI 4~tache4 
troa the ae.arch group and diroctf!d to return to the West Coa•' 
s.n· order to debnrk ·the Jianl R~uscr.n Ott1cor1 ~ Co2'f'I ,~ .··~ 
Stweiitu and RaYal &>serve Otfio¢rs. 7h•D• itwents 171 t.b the 

· diatinguiahed · gue:tts emb!t. rlced tor a month crul•:t which extend- : .. . .. · · · ........... . ~ · ed ·into a 11.x waeka cru1oe1 coTe.u.~'6 UDT more les than •~• · .. . . 
expfoted at the o ot 11mbttrkat1on, and cro111ng the equato!I . · " 
trleo. The rnct or croasi?lg the equator n1 not negl«toted b7 . ·· ·~ 

· · laptwu.s .Rex Md his court, although Ulq po1t})oned their TiaS.t -- . ·-. - . 
1n order not to interter nth the opera t1on1 in conneotioa. · · · · 14 
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Yi th the search. Wbll.e tbq au-rived a boa.rd lone atter the · 
COLOPJ..00 had crossed the R(!uator, the reQ:huon and 11d.Uat.1ca 
into the Rt11alm ·ot loptun\Us Rex was .f1tt1n and l'J'Operl7 eon. .. I .. I 
ducted b.r leptunus Rex and his coun a11l1tM '1T t.h• Bb.Ubaolal · , 
tor · tb• ~·n t . ot th• Poll.7wo&•• · · . . . · · · 

. . . . . . . . . . - - _::___ :;~..... ·_ .: - -· .. . . ,, 
· • · 11 it 11 con.aidered that tho search ai'aa b.•pn with ~ .. -·---.t 

the position where the COLORADO ;tueled ·tht It.ASCA, 06~1 'I 3uJ:t1 "· ·; : 
and emod 111 th the position where the COLORAIX) tUtJled th9 d... . · . ·· . 
atr07er1 Qt the LEXINGTON OroU., 12: Jul.J" it. will b• to\.Di t.ha\ · : :::. : ~:-· 1 · 
the COLOlUDO steamed. 1240 llile.s, and that her plmtea n.w lltl :" ' '· --,~ .~ 
hours each, 1900 miles each and that the COLOP.AOO w1 th-llttr . . . . . .": · ·: , 1 · 
planes covered within the radiwr ot 'Yiaib111t7 an area ot · . . . .... · , 
151490 square miles. MdiD.i to this additional ldl.eag• to anci·. '. . :, . ·~. : · .. . 
tree Pearl Harbor to the Search .Area tb• COLOJU.DO ateaaed 11 980 · . : ~. " .. 
1111•• and ~20 hours; llOJ't than •xpeoted 1t'h•· \be .. Tal J\•••rft ... .- · · 
ott1oer• traildq COrpa Ohl••: eacmamoees.. . · . ·. . · . , . 

' . ' . 

£) ." 
·1 .... 
'." . 

' '· . . . 
I • ' "~' 

" • 

'. . . ·~ ') . .. ~ ... ' " . . 
•,.f I • ~I••' -~---:-· •• ' I I ~ •• ·;r,.tt ... ·:· ~,~; • • ~,·~' • 

•• < • ,t- ·~ • ......__ ·.: .. ·.:r,,.· . . ·'~.,,!, .. -.. ;,.·"} 

..... • ,., r ~ ,.·., ~ :. ' ~' · 

· ... , .,'_ · ....... ·. · .. ··.· (,_ .... ·~.·.: > • ::···. .· _· :~;- (~:. ·-.:. ' .• 
. f . ~· . ·'. ' ... 

I • , . . . .-, '. , " ~ . " .' . . 
; . 

, ·_ . 
' 1: 

'• 

· .. : 
... • of '. ,.i:,, 

... ... 

,/ • , :\ :· 0 . .. L'' : ', J ._, .. 0 

;·f"• ~ '..t: I·· ',,. • •' ' .!.,l • ' " • ' 
·' · 

. . . I 
··' ., 'l .. . 
•' ' 

·• • • •,f 

. ' , ··. _. 

.· ,.._· .;~,·,. 
,.. ' ' : ' . ~ . . 



., 

v 
{ 

\ 
\ 
\ 
I 
'· j. 

r 
. i 

' ;.i . 

· ' I 

J . 

'i 

I 
l:' 

. I . 

-t 
! . 

{ 

i-
i 

I 
·1 
I 

i. 

I 
. ! 

/"''!'I·' ". \ • 

. ·. 

, I 

. ' . 

.,- -·· 
. L~ -

·' 

. . . .. . As tbil 11 written th• Lr..xt!JOTOI Group 1• •P'Pt'O&Ch1DC th• Sea~ch Area and w111 be able .to oond~ an extenslT• ••areh 
· OT9i' a _large water area. · '?he COLORADO baa, hO"tF~Yer{· coTei-ed the 
lam area 1'1.thin a ra61ua ot 4!'4 mil•• ot Bowland Xt and, an4 · 

· d.et1ni telJ ascertalned that tb9 !arhar' plane 11 not Oil 1aa4 
withia .t.b• r•ci• ml.~11 • aa \mlmtml, ·mobart.4 aDd wighted .net. · · · · 
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Fr~m: . 
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· Su:t>·j .oot : 

!;nnlo.suroa: 

Lexington Group, · 
u.s.s. Lexington, FlaSship. 
Enrouto Hanniian Area. 
. . 20 July . 19~7. 

Commnndor Lexington Group. 
The .Ooranulndant, Fourtoentp Naval Distriot • . 

Report ot Et\rh~rt Sonr~h; torwnrding. 

·Annex "ll.", Estima-,;o and Doc1·a1on, " · 
Comdo::iron Two. 

\ 

(A) 

(B) 

·. ~gJ 
Annox "B" ,Na~~ti v~ of Seo.rob, Loxington Group • .. 

(E) 

. (Fl 

Annex "0" ; . .. \.orologioal . Data. . . I · 
Annex "D", Lexington Rop~rt or Earhnrt Sonrop 
Operations. · · . 
.. ·~ppond1x "A", Cho.rt Photostat - Earhnrt Flight · 
Infoni1:::iti~n. · 
~ppondix "B", Chart Photostat - Trr.ot Chnrt 
Earh~rt Soa.rch, U.s.s • . Laxinr,ton a.nd att.nohoC . 

· nirornft. 
·(G) 1 .. ppondix . "C"·, Chart Photostnt .. ·Tho Earhnrt 

Soaroh )Shotring tracks or oil vossola . · 

(H) 

(I) 

part~oip.~ tint). · 
.Appondix "D" - Photostats • Seo.rah Pl~n il, 
o.nd. #2. · . · · · 
Appondix "l!:" ·- Earhc.rt · ~onrch Plott ill6 Shoot. 

1. . i"1lnexos c-.ncl. rlpponcUcos c.ro submi ttod herowi th ns 
foroins as ooopleto n report ns possiblo on opor.:iti~ns ·er tho ~ 

. Lexington group, ·cjnsioting of J,oxincton nith ~ircraft _ Squ:!dr·ona 
· VS•2, vs-3, vs-4, VS•41, VT•2 nnd VB-4 ombarkod, or Col!ll~ncler 

I;)ostroyor Division Threo in Drayt:ln, ·nnd Lr..mson·nnrl Cushins, 
clurinG tho poriod 4 to 18 July, 1937, inolusivo, ane ot ~ooroh 
oporati ons ot tho u.s.s. Swan ·and u.s.c .G. Itasca whilo 
·sorv1ng undor QoDU!llUldor Lexington Group during tho. poriod · 
ll-16 July' 1937. . 

' ' 
·, 

2., ·.m ortort hns boon mac!o to oont'ino tho substanoo ot 
.tnis rop~rt to .r.uittors or t~ot rath,or then opinion• 

3~ Tr.aok ohort _trc.oings- nro· boinc : tornarclod unclot ·· 
so~nrnto o·:>vor. -.-· · -- -.. · 

· 4 ·. Tho portormnnoe or duty by tril uni ts ooncornod · no.a . 
oxoollon ti · / · 

. Tho expodi ti'oua and . ortioiont sorvioos ronc1orod by t .ho 
Fourtoonth Nav:\l. .Distriot, t~o Floet Air Bo.so, Oo~ndor MinoorQtt, 
cmd Oomcnndor Submnrino SqWldron s1x ·1n proporntion tor tho · 
eonroh ~poroti~~·· oro grootly opprooi~t .d.. ... .. 

· · · ' ·. s, ouoll< . . 
' ' 

-
. • . 

' • • I ' t ' •• ' • ' I 

' i.la<\~"aiA'__,;,_\!11~~-.. - .. .._ .... ,.:~~~'=:-- · .... :. 
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l. •. MISSION·: 

-. 
F.STilf.t..TE «AND DECISIONS 

EARHART SEARJH 

• 
To make the most et'teotive search possible in . 

order to locate F.arhart plane, or rubber boat, and 
personnel. · 

IX INFORMATION: 

NOTE: All times used herein are Greenwich Civil• 

1. KUO\cl'i F ~acTs: 

\ : . ·," ' 

1. That Standard Lockheed Electra· low wing land monoplane, · 
No. X•lo020, took oft trom Lae, New Guinoa, latitudo 146° 
55' E, longitude 50 · 45• sat 0000 GCT·2 July, 19~7, boun4 
for Howland Island, lati tudo oo 50' N, longi tuc1o 1760 .41' 
VI. PU.ot: Amelia Earhart Putnam; navigator: Fred Noonan, 
. oxpoo t 1ng ·to &I"X'.1 vo in 18 ·hours. 

2. That th~ plane's· color wns dural, with oro.ng~ trim. _ 

3. That ·a two mnn rubbor lit'o boa.t, lito bol ta, · fla.ros arid 
omorgonoy wtor nnd rntiona woro corriod•. 

~.Rubber boat had · n pair ot onra· and could be ~pt nt'loQ~ 
· .by p:itching mtltorial and h~d pump. · 

' I 

' · j 

1 ' •• 

.. 
.' 
> 

·" \ 

5. Thnt tho plrllie WC\S OQ.Uippod m th· radio .Oapnblo ot trnns­
mission and roooption on 500 KCS, 3105 KOS, and 6210 KOS; 
~ssignod oo.11 lottors "KHAQ,Q,." 

. : 

6. Thnt tho tnko-ott from Lno 11as dolnyod. <lw0.1 ting n timo .tiok 
nnd . ropniring brokon tuol lino• · · 

7. 'l'hnt . tho plQnO was oqu1ppod with an orango box kito to bo 
tloon ns distl'osa signal, and by ,roonns or which an· omorgono1 · 

.· d.ntenna · IJ11ght be . cnrriod to a modern to height. 
. . 

· a. That the -distance · trom Lo.o to Howlo.nd is 2227 nnutionl . 
milos. 
. . . -

9. That tho plnno wa.8 tillod with ·1100 .gnllons ot .sast?l1ne prior 
to clop'.lrturo; 

' . . . 

'10-Thnt tho .pli:ino•e. oo~nom1Ct1l llir spood -Gas l:SO knots. 

11.Thnt .tt•s ·rnngo in s:till nir «tt this spoo4. with optimum 
carburetor ndjustmont. v~a 3120 n.nut1ooJ. lililoa, or an 
oncSur!lno.o ot ~4 houra ot 45.e gallons por hour. " 

12~'.l'bclt. the plano•a rango in still dlr nt 53 go.llona por hour 
tor.20.5 boura. waa 2710 nnut1oal miloa. · 
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". \• 

<W~r ~·;~. :·1ti· hi ~: ... ;:::. 
' . . 

,_·· . 
• 
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. . ·· 

•• . . . ' . . . 
· 13. · Thnt tho · dist~noo co~orod at nvorngo ground spood 

14 .• 

15. 

l&, . 

.105 knots in 20.5· hours would bo 2152 nautical miles. 
. . . . 

That tho d1etanco oovorod nt nvorcgo sround spood 120 . 
knots in 20.5 hours would bo 2460 nautical milos. 

.That .tho ·plo.ne's position . at 0720 GOT ·uas g1von ns 
4° 33' s, 15~0 06' 011st, putting it on it's. oourso nt 
111 knots ground spoed. 'This .llllS tho only oomploto 
position roper~ rooo1vQd. 

Tho.t tho t"olloning uoo. th or rorooo.st nas roooi vod by tho . 
nnvig. tor pr1 or dop~rturo Lae,,: "Lae to 165° E: winds 
ESE 12-15; 165° to 175°: ENE 18; 1750 E to Howland; · · 
Et~ 15 and s~ualls to be det9ured." · 

1'1. That the toll.owing messages were received tr~o the plane: 

0720, to Lae: Position report lat. 04-Z3.5 St. lollb• 
159° 07' '. \'I. . . . . . ' 
1030 Mauru Island heard "A ship in siGht ahead." 
l<Gl8 Itasca began recoivili(; incomplete c.essages on 
agreed schedules. No answors to quostions put to 

. Earhart. · No positions given • . No success in attomptOc1 · 
radio bearings by Itasca, and no apparent · suooesa ·by 

"Earhart. . 
· 1745 :•200 milos ·out•" 

1816 "100 milos out• oomins up · ( foa·t)." 
1912 "one-hnlt hour tuol . and no lo.ndi'all (poel ti on '. 
doubtfUl) ,~ • · 
1928 "Circling trying to pick up Island." · . 
2013 "Lino or position 157-33'1" (no rot"oronoe point 61'ron) • 
2025 "157•337 handing north and southV 

18. Tho.t tho On.to.~io wns stBtioned in lo.titude 3° B, 
longitude 165. E. . . · . · · . . . 

19. That tho ss ltyrtlobo.nk wo.s iri npproxim:'\to l::ttitudo · 
. 1~ 40' s, · 1ons1tuao 166° 45• E. . · 

.20• · That tbq Xtnscn wns sto.ti~n9d icinodintoly to north• 
oastwnrd or Ho~lo.nd. 

21. Thnt momins or 2 J'uly Itason wns iGYi.116 n hoo.vy emoke 
·aoroon which hung tor hours• · 

22. That tho strongtb ot. radio .signals 1ft Itcson WtlS 
~oatost at l~~e. · .. 

2~. GCT sunrise, Howlo.nd 9 on 2'. luly. naa l'74S • 
24. Thn t th~ plnn·o tiould tlot\t with empty gns tanks, it · .. 

· undnmnsod. · 
. . . 

ae. , That tho pJ.nno•• normol ro41o powor supply ttns· 10 
" .looatod tho.t 1 t oould not hnvo boon uaoc1 with plane · . 
· on tho 1tntor. · · · · .. 

·8• ·· ,· '; ' '. 

· • . . 

··,1 

I 
I .. 

" ' 
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· 26. Morning ~r 2 July v1a1b111ty to south ot Ho\7lnnc1 
. TJaa oxot1llont • . Ho'llvy clouds nero o. bout 20 l!lilos 

northnost. Surtaoo l71nds ENI 6, shitting to ESI 16 • . 
' ,: 

B~ . PROBABILITIES ARISntG FROM RUMOR OR REASONAELE ASSUMPTIONS 

1 .• -. . That. the plano \'fas · equipped with an emergency radio 1et. 
. . that could be operatod trom battery ponor sup_ply. 

2 •.. That lifo saving equipmont. was . stowod in tho tail • 

. "· · 5 • . That the color · or tho li:t'oboat nas yolalow. 

· · : ~• Th~t tho plane · had · one side door and no osoapo hatch in · 
top.. · · 

. .. 

: 5. · That ·Gasoline stonaGe was in tanks in tho pnssoncor· · 
oompartm0nt9 nnd that go.solino was pumped by hand to 

. . 
' . .. tno 50 gallon gravity· tanks in tho ~in~s. · 

' ' . . . ' . 

6. · '.l'ho.t· tho· :follow1116 summnrizod "Ronthor· ror'lca.st, roceivod '. · · 
nt L~e, O.fJ tho .plane nas taking ott, ·and tator ­
~ronsmittod to tho plruio tbroo timos, nas roco1vod: 
":.:.Ocurnte torooast d1ttioul t no count ·1:-,ok ot roporta: · .• 

. · o ondi tions o.vorngo - no an jor storms; clo.ngorous loonl 
r~in squall.a ~00 milos oaot or L".Q and sonttorod hoo.vy . 
showers romn1ndor ot routo; "Rinds ·m .E 25 to Ont;.rio thon 
-I . 'o ENE 20 to H0\7ltind. " · · · 

. I ... ·. 

7• TMt the tollowins ttoathor concUtions r.oro onoolintorod. 
·· in ~lisht :. · · · ;r 

. • ' 

·t • (n) Ont'lri ·o ENE ·toroo 3 (0700 OCT) SE toroo 3 
. . (1900 GCT) • ... • I ' ' .. 

· , I ' , 

.. 
"; 

.. , 

. ' 

(·b) Howl:ind · Island · ( 2300 GOT ~at (pre-ate.rt) 

; .' 
'• • " t ' . ' · 

· 0 . l!NE 14 
1000 , · ENI 18 
2000 !NI 19 

3000 00 24 
4000 ENE 26 
5000 .ENE ~ . 

6'000 !NE 3() 
7000 nu.: 30 
6000 ENE 31 

e . .. That the altitudo at nhiob tho plano 1'low noulct havo · 
depondocl upon WOQthor o.ond1 tiona nnd ·tho do a ire to ·· 

, .· .. oatimo.to drift · or piok up a ·landtall, o.nd oannot bo 
~udse4. · · · · . · . 

I • ' ' . . 
Thnt tho .na.,iso.tor ma competont and oxporionoed • 
' . . '. . . . . . . . . 

.That 4t Qbout 1030 tho plnno pnaaod tho Ontario sivins a 
;round spe.od ·Ot 106 .9J:. tho Myrtlobut givins .n .ground .. 

· apo·o4 · ot ·118 . knota. . . · · . .· · . . 

Th:~t · ~t .192e th~ · plano pn~aod oloeu••Ho- tho Itasca . an.4 
I ,td, tbln l~ mi~oa. ~ttor .o · S'W1 ot 20~0 to a3DO miloa. 

., ' ~- : . . " 

, . . · . ' 

• 
. . ~i ... . 

~u~~-.~~1!',P~~-d """-......... ~··tu ... ·~· .. 1-....... ,_/ __ _.,. _ __ 11111.__. ___ .. ,_,. _ • .--....... - ·-·-----· ------.... .-i.- r . 



" ' · .. 
• 

' 

" 

. l 

. 
.. . ' 

12. 

13. 

. " 
... • ·1.. i.. •i'ti 

• .... • ..... ~ ....,.1 Jr·• 

.. : • . • 
' -

·That ct 53 gallons par· hour tho plano m..-ido 140 kriots 
· ih still air. · 

'.l'hnt tho plc.no l.andod on an unch:-.rtod .roof' or island, 
or on tho mtor, tz1tt~.1n 300 milos or Hotzlnnd • 

., 

. ·14 • . That tho plano TIOuld fl.oat TJ1 th onglnos 'nearly . 
su.bmorgod, n1 th vings na'lrly submorsod, tii th . fUsol~go . . 

~ p·!lrtly submersed, .nnd ni th tnil surtaoos out of tho 
o.ntor. 

5. Thnt tho Itasca . first roportod .to Honlnnd by .somnphoro 
th~t plnno was NW or ialand 'lJld hnd .ov1dontly misso~ it 
(res g~stao). · · 

~6. ThQt ~t 2030·tho plane inndod northr.ost or Howland. 

O,. O~NDITIONS DETER~INED FROM SAILill* DIRECTIONS OR BY EXPERIENCE: 

1. : Thnt tho prova.111ng uinds· O:ro oastorly, 10 lmots • . · 

2.: 'i'ho.t tho avornse current .in tho a.ron to north o.nd ' uost 
.,. : ·or HOiiland Islnnd is northr.ost,. i knot ( oxporionood . by 

· Loxington) • · . · . . . . . · . 

4 •. .· , · 

ThD. t tho· ourrorit ·in .tho vicinity ot Btlkor Isl:ind is 
nostorly, about · 20. milos por day. 

That the curro.nt in tho southorn Gilborts is sou~h­
tzosterly about li knots. · 

5. · Th~t tho ourront ·in tho middlo Gilberts is wo~torly, 
'nbout 2 lmots. 

· , . 

. . , 

69 Tho.t . tho · ourront in · tho northorn Gilborts 1s· north- - --·· .... 
. wostorlY.~ .. a'Qout ·li knots • 

. '1. · · Thnt ·:-.bout 1o. ti tudo 4o north. is · th~ bound:iry 'bot'7oon < ... . · ·.·· 
tho · southorn oquntorioJ. current, tlonina noatorly 

.. . tlnd the oountor-oquntorinl ourront, uh1ch bogina 'o 
torm .noo.r tho Gilberts, flowing oastorly. · 

', ' ' 

. ' e. That . nlons this boundtlry thoro :iro t:ipt to bo ciroulnr 
·. outrbnts and arena in Tihioh_ tlont1ll(; objects would 

aocUmulato. . · . · . · · · · · . 

I• • 

. . 9. ·.· That .\'11th tho plano noClrly .-ubmorsod and i ·t:i111ng. w1th . 
: . : · · ~ho nind, . tho Wind. roaistanoo \'lould be arno.11 anc1 the . 

. · ·. . unclornntor drtig ·sront • . so tbo.t the· o~ront ottoot nould 
bo groat·. · · · 

10 • .. '·That th'e oumnta. givett ' bJ 'the ·aa111ns clire0t1'ona we.re 
• ·oompilecl·trom data obtain•d largely by •ailing . 

: · . marinara, and the wind etteot, included in ourront 
.. eatim tea b1 all mo.rinera • · wou14 henoe be .full7 · · \ 

aooountect tor by thil clata. . , . . · 
• I 

'· ' •··. . . ·. . ' . ' .... . . 

I ·' 
·1 • 
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11. · Tho.t n rubbor bo11t would bo most greatly atteotod in 
its drift by tho surtaoo wind, rognrdloss or wntor 
ourront. 

12~ That with a rubbor boat, tho chtlnoos ot rowing noross 
wind suff ioiontly to mako lo.nd would bo oxo~llont tor 
n boot starting · 100 milos or mo1·e to tho :oastw:lrd 
of tho Gilborts, providod nnvisationnl oquipmoilt wn:1. 
c.va.ilnblo. . . . 

. . 

.· . . 

. I .. .. 

' l>~ fOSSIBILITIES ARISilIG FROM RUMOR AND REPORTS: 

. .. 

: . 

1• '. On 3 July plnno gave distross .call c.nd ·gave position · · · 
l.6 o.nd 179, . north or south .-nnd east or west wiroportede 
Co~st Guar<l SQ?l Fro.nciaoo Hondqtinrtors give orodibility · 
to this repcrt. · / 

2. · 'l'hn t tho "plano wos dom on WC'. tor north ot Howl:-.nd l:lS 
indicated by radio -test arranged through ·stati"il KGMB. 

· · ~. · On 3 July plane reported do\m 225 miles NNW Howlr.nd ·and . ~ 
said . something about. "Putnam --- tly rite.• · 

· 4• ID.G Achilles on 3 ·July heard dashes made by transmitter 
other that "Itasoa•s in responso to roquost by Itasoa 
for · de.shos. · 

5. ·: Radio · boarings • 4 July: · ' - __ . ... _ 

Uokapu · 213° io0 (vory doubtful) ---- , 
·Wako 144° io0 (doubtful, passes through Tutuila, 

Samoa. · 
Howland . 3470 truo (approximate) • 

~. ·Rocksprings, -Wyoming, roportod plo.no on a · r~ot, · south~ 
oast of .Howland· Island • . 

. a. 

--------
Extromoly doubttui roport "281° --nor~b Howland dritting 
northwost" t:!ti:, t~nr milos o?I degroes, nnd whothor plane . 
with rolntion to Howlb.nd or vioo verso. not lmown 
(6 July). ' .. 
Rop ort trom Melbourne · sfgnttd "Kirkby" "Plano betwoon· 
Howlnn4 Samoa. group ton hours wost" (B July) •.. · · . 

Froi taa ot Yrokn roportod Mr•.· Putnam• s v.0100 · aayiDS 
"Plm1e on·reot200 mllos ·direotly south ot Howlcmcl• 
both okay, ono wing broken• (a July late) .• .. 

' . ,, . ' .· 
;. 

'\ .· 

\ .: 

• I' 

.· .· .. 
' . 

.J' '•: 
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. 10. 

. .. 11. 

12. 

• · f ·r ~ , ... ,,, · t~ .. ~<i·.:-QJ l.I. 
. . 

Mrs. Noc: · n statod Noon'ln. woUld tun · aok 11' in dqubt., 

· Additional roportod pooitions: · 176° o.n4 iO.e; 2l~f miloa 
WNW; 173 W - 5 .s Islo.nd Josus in .vi oini ty, also iolnn~ . 
no.rooloss on courso· t"Urthor north l .71 W 3 S (9 July) • . 

Goorco , Pni~er . Putnrun roquostod on 15 July s~nroh ot · 
170° E, oo 9' north, ovidontly reasoned tor 2 knots 

· dritt from H:>nland duo wost • 

. · Ill EARHART PLANE'S MISSION: To lo.nd saroly --on Howlnnd Isla.n4 . . 
--- boforo ox.haustion ot tuel supply. 

'j:V ·. COURSF.S OF ACTION OPJ!N TO EARHART PLANE: - · 
A. ALTITUDE·: · 

.. · ·1~ ... To fly closo to tho no.tor in ordor to take a.dvantngo 
ot roducod hondwinds ·nnd to obtain troquont drirt 
observntions and correct oourso aooordin~y. 

. . 

:!• ·To fly at n modr. .. ato o.ltitudo, dosoondL1g a.s nooosso.ry : . 
to sight atn~ion ships and lcndfnlls. . 

~. · To fly ~t high altitudos, oorrootins oourso by t'req\1.ont · · 
. oelost1a.l obsorvtitions, to inoro~so tuol ooonomy. 

Nwnbor 3 is tho moat likely ir.othod. 

B. COURSE: 

l. To corroot courso nccordin{; to dritt obsorvotions at 
low 111 ti tudo. . · 

· 2. To hond to southnnrd ot courso tis tnr os longitudo 
1650 E, thon to hond tor Objocti vo in ncoordC\noo with 
no~thor rorocost roceivod. · · 

. 3. To doli borntoly ovor-corroot to sot?.~hnard with .tho 
. 1nton.t1oJ'.l or runninG up. a momitis lonGi tude lino or . 
,'position through the objoctive. 

4 • . ·To dolibotately ovor-oorroot to. nortbno.r<J n1th tho 
. intention or running down a morning longitude line or . 
·position through the objective • . 

In view ot the dittioultY i.n sighting Howland toward the 
eas·twar~ in early. . morn1ns • . or Tlhich N·oo~an must have been 
well av1aro, 1 t seems most probable that. he took ei th or tho 
courso ot action spec11'1od in 3 or in 4 above. or those tho 
tormor · ha~ tho a4van1;age ot bringing tho plane oloao to · tho · . 
Phoenix group in oaso ot early ehortago ot gaa, but tho ·. 
41sadvEllltac;e .of winding up oTOr tho open soa it Howland was · 

. ~asod • . T.ho lnttor ·hnd tho advantage ~r bringing· tho plano 
ovor tho Phoenix group it Bowl11nd mis missed, but tho . 
d1so.dvantago ot. boing .ovor '.the,. opon soo. in onao ot pt-em.aturo 
gtla . sbortngo. · ·. .. · . . .. ' · 

: ' ' ~ ·. • ·, I 
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Tho fQllowing iridiontiona point to adoption or tho tormor 
oourao: 

l. Tho plnno wns ov1dontly in position to obtain 
observations during tho onrly morniD& • . . 

2, Visibility to tho southr.nrd nns oxoollont c.nd tho . 
Itnsoa' G smoko plume could hcTo boon . soon 40 Cli.los · , .. 
or moro, ~horoa.s hoa.vy clouds la.y to t~o northnnrd. 

3.- . T!~e Itasca' .s first estimate ot position was northwest~ 

l• To run at speed higher thart the ooonomical speed, 130 
knots, . in ordor ·to arrive expoditiously and roduoo ' 
tho chances ot bad judgement induood by tatiguo. 

2. To run at the oconociioal spood, 130 !mots, · to provi4o 
a maximum taotor of . satoty. ·· · 

. 3. , To run ·bolow tho ooonomioal spood in .)rdor not to 
approach tho objootivo· until well lftor sunriso. 

or thoso, tho·-: sooond . is oonaidorod tar: tho 
most probable. 

Tho plane ovidontly turnod botwoon 1900 and 1930 
ando.t 110 lmots thoso timos would givo· runs ot 
2090 and 2145 nautical miloa alonG. tho oolµ"so -
somowhat short or objootivo • 

... MOST PROBABLE ACTION OF PLANE 

.It · ia -.most probable. that: . 

l. 
. . 

·Tho plane cru1so4 at ooonomical spood at. a modornto 
al ti tudo lo.ying o ourse bOtwoon Howlnnd tu)d tho 
Phoonix Ialo.nds. · 

· 2. · Thnt nQvigat 1onnl .ti:xos wero roaaoriablo trequont but · 
aomawhn t .. 1.n orroJ' • 

.. ' . ' 

. ' 

. . 
3~ . ~t , radio b0C1rings wore innoouro.to or impossible duo 

· to ntmosphorioa and to tho rooognizod 1ll&'1oront · 
_ limitntiona ·ot high troquonoy direction tindora. .. .: .. 

' ' . .. . ' ' 

4• Tha.t. 'tbo plo.no•a gr18 supply ·wna slishtly 41m1n1ahod 
oithor. by a lo4k or ·by non~ooonoillioQJ. ndjuatmont ot . 
tho c>arburotor. · . . . . '. . · . . . 

•• .· 'i'bnt hoa.4w1nda ltronger· than •xpo0te4 woro oxpol1.enoocS • .. 
. ,'. 

. ' 

• I 

l 
' !. 

' I 
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6. ·Thnt at cbout 1900, wh1lo somowhat short or its . 
objoot1vo, tho plano turnod c.nd hoadod north~ard on a 
lino or posi t1on run forward from celestial observation 
abo.ut· 1700, .pass1ng ·nearest Howland Island at 1928 · 

.after a 65 mile run, and, at nbou~ · th1s time, began to 
· 01ro'le' looking tor the islo.nd. . · · · · 

' . ' . . 
. ' . . . . 

· 7. r Thn t ::it nbout 2000 the pilot· flllJlOunoed the cSireoti.o:: 
. but not the ret'erenoe point tor a lin·e ot position · she 
. was rwming on, evidently believing · it to run through 

tho island, nnd . bogo.n running north an~ south noross 
·th is · 11ne , noar t ·ho point at which her nQVig:ltor . . .. 
believed the . isl~nd to be. 

; a. ';h~t r.t . about 2030 tbe plC.rif.' lQlldec1 on the son to tho . ": . 
northwest of Howland Ialnnd• within 120 milo~ ot .tho 
Island. · 

f~ · O'IHER COURSES OF AO TI ON OP' PLANE: 

· ·1t. is P<?ssible al.so t .oot: 

1. Tho plano tl~w beyond tho · tslan4. 

2 •· .· Tho plano hoadod south past t)le Islnnd. 

3 • . ·The plnno lnndOct ori Q ro.et or 1.alnnd citbor oharto4 
OJ:" unchnrtod. ____ _ 

' . . 

.'roTAL REASONABLE AREA 'IN WHICH PLANE MIGHT BE 

DATE 
. 2 JUly 
" 13 July . . 

18 July 

PRoBAa1 , , n · , 
360 ;666 sq.I. 
720 ··ooo " " 
864:000 " " 

MOST PROBABLE 
57;600 sq.Ml. 

163.200 " . .. . 
211,200 " .. 

. Vff ·QFN· LIMIT.ATIONS·: .. 

.. 

. . . 

· l. Ntimbor limitations: 

Avnilablo: Carrior Group, .-swo.il nJld Itnson. (Oolorndo · 
· . · · . ordorod dotnohod · 1mm9diatoly upon· our 

" · · nrrivnl • . · 

· · .. 2. Fuel limitntiona: 

' i~i 
£ht.~. 

. ?;i 
/N; 
.. ~ . 1~v · .as 

Sot·by Navy no·ptlrtmont.· Tho Loxington 1s tho controlling 
" · .taotor, as it" waa 41rootod sho should return to San Diogo l 

I 
.. , 

., . · trom sonroh · nroo. without -rotuol1ng. This nooosao.rily 
' 

" . li~its her speed· and that ot the entire·Earhart Searoh 
·. ·Group, · as tbs plane 'guards Drayton, Lainson and Cushing 

and the Swan and Itasca. will have ·to tuel from her ·1t. 
they 4o no.t . praotiot1 iltrio1: tuel . eoonoDQ•- . · · . " . 

·~ 

~ • '·. i ·, ' 

Area· per day poe ai ble · oona 11 tent.11 ·under . tuel , 
limi to.~1 one: · · 

a. 
~ ' . . " . . . . -.-e- . 

1 • ' . 
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·,Co.) Carrier Group 28,800 sqU'lre milos • . 
- - ····- -- . 

(b) I ta son ( as&u~ng 10 mile front) 1320 squ.~ra mi,les • 

.. (o} sw~·n .·(nss.w:Ung 10 mile · front.) io·oo sq~ro ~los. · •' . 

. . 
Tot:il numbor Of days poss.1blo: 

' l • • 
4. 

. ' . . 
· . (al ·c~rrior ai:~up 13th to 19th - sovon (201,E)OO sq.mi) • . · 

' • ' • j • 

(b) It~.son 11th to 17th - sovon (9,240 sq.mi). 

(o) ·swan llth to. 20th - ton (10 ~000 sq.mi). . . ' 

$. ·Tottll nw:lbor ot squ"tro miles un·3or imposed 11m1 tationa 
·220 ,840. . . . . 

&. VIO~thor 111i11tr.t1ons: . Froquont squtills wh1oh roduoo . 
. visibility and nt t'ioos mnko oo.rrior. c.irornft 

•· . opor~tions ovol'-hnzo.rdoua. · 

:!'f I I ~·trTI ONS: \ 
l~ T~o.t tho · plnno landod . on we.tor pr on o.n unch:1rtoci root 

within 120 mlos of tho a~st prob.'\blo landing point, 
. 23 ciiles ncrthwost ot Howlnnd Isl~)d. · · ·· 

2• . ·That, 11' ·on tho wo.tor, tho plnno drU'.tod botwoon tho · 
limits northwest 3/4 knot nna du~ · wost li knots, 

lX COURSF.S OF ACTION OPEN TO ~: . . ' . ' . . . (... . ·. 

l, To systonr.tionlly soaroh tho most proba'blo o.ron t'n a · ·· 
Wo:Jtorly a1rootion so ns to ovort~ko n drifting ·plnno, 

.· nnd so ·r1t our , potont1ru. · sonrch.·o.ron as-to boat covor 
this nron, cons1dor1ng its southorn sootor ns h~ving 

· · boon adoquo.toly covorod by Colorado and hor nirornrt 
· o.nd by .Itnsotl ~d . Swan. · ' 

I • . · To o.ovor tho r.ioat· pro~ blo o.roa including · 1 ts · S:>uthorn 
· aootor, oonaidoring oarlior sonroh to tho sout.hwt'.rd 
. inott'oottvo, . CLnd . thus noooaaarily aClorit1oo s:>mo or tbo· · 
. northerly .or woatorly cron • . 

3. To sonroh to tho. boat ot out ·ability the vi'c1oly . ". . : 
aoptlro.1;o4 anc\ romoto aroaa mont~ono4 in 111\ily 0011tllot111g 

· ro~ort •. . · .. · . .. . · . . . 
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I DPX::ISION: 
... ____ .. : :_ -: 

-- ---
· , To mo.ko tho most o1't'oct1vo poss.ible ·sorirch with nll availcblo . 
· ."· forcos ·by: . 

l. Roquosting' th~t Colorado ooaiplot.o search to sootho~.stwar4, 
~noluding . PhGonix group, prior ll July,'thon tuol 
dostroyors. cm 12 July;, · · · · · 

-~-,__-~· :-· 

2• U1;1inc; Swrui l\nd Ito.ooc .·tor wostnnrd swoop, . including 
thorough soaroh .. ot Gilb.art group and mt\Xicium pr:bnblo 
drift . lillli t :· : · · . · · . . . . 

3. Using Lo::ington group t:) its mnxim~ suato.inod oap:ioity · . 
.. :ro~ nn intonsl ,,o aonrob trom oast to float . oovoring tho 

nb:>vo · doti·no4 coet'. ,probQ blo aron. oxoopt tho eoutbo:iatorn 
aootort · ·. .· · · . . . . 

in ordor" to l.ooato tho lnrhllrt plc\no,· or - ~~~er ' ·bon~~ nnd . 
. porsonnol • · 
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... . NARRATIVE .. or EARHART SEARCH 

l ·. . ~REPARATION: 

At about noon~· 3 July, the Navy Department directed the 
Oommander-in•Chiet, u. s. Fleet, to . hold~ aircratt carrier 
in readiness; to have 1 t ·i'uel, and to make all necessary ·· 
preparations tor proceeding to the vioinity. ot Howland Island 
for the purpose ·ot conduoting a thorough ~earoh tor Ml·s. Amelia 
~rhart Putnam, her navigator Captain. Fred Noonan, and the 
~1xp~nsive . laboratory-equipped plane • . 

. . . . 

· · In tum the Commander.:.1n-Chiet directed ·oom.aander .Urcratt, 
=~ttle Force, to detail an aircraft carrier tor this duty and to 
have it ready to proceed on tour hours notice. 

l. 

' . . ' ·. 

. ' . 
Commander Aircraft, Battle~ Foroe dotailed the carrier 

Loxington, plus the .scouting equadrona ot carriers, and adv1ee4 
the Lox1ngton, Rigel and Naval Air Station at North Island to 
rr.~ke the necessary preparations. Tho Lexington lett So.nta. · 
Burbarc nt 4:00 p.m., 3 July nnd arrived at San Diogo a.t .11:00 
!).m., of the ·samo · dato. · 

Tho ovening ot 3 July, tho . NllVY Dopartmont dirootod tho · 
Ct:'r.u:n::1dor-i'n-Chiet to assign tour long ra.ngo destroyors to 
Q\ <..o :-: 1mny tho . Loxing ton~ At 10: 00 p.m., 3 July, the Olli et 
Cl~· s : ;. :t, ' oostroyers Scouting Foroo, onllod c. conroronco ot 
tvi=--.-: .• '.-;.<'A.ing otticers on board the ·Whitnoy to dctormino whiob 

· ·:o~aols wero bost suitod tor tho so:irch duty. :Commnndor 
Sc.. cut1.ng Force nominatod tho dostroyers Lamson, Drayton, Hull. 
:..L!'d 1.Vordon. · A short ti mo lo.tor Commandor Dostroyors, Scouting 
lc irco rocommondod the subst1 tution ·or tho Cushing ruid Porkina . 
~n pl!lce of tho Hull Md Wordon, in ordor to provont the 
1ntorrupt1 on . or toroo gunnory schools. . Tho Cushing o.nd Perkins 
wcro thon onroute trom the .Puget Sound nroa to So.n Diogo to · 
join tho squndron. Tho Cushing o.nd P.erkins wore ofti.oinl.ly 
dotc11Qd tor this duty and were dirootod by Comna.ndor Dostroycre, · 
Scouting Foroo to put in Qt Snn Podro, tuol o.ncS prov~sion to 
cap1city and ·to ~wait orders. A short time l~tor the Cushing 
nnd Parkins wore ·dtreotod by Comm:uidor Dcstroyors, soouting 
Force to prooeod, upon completion ot tuol1ng and .provisioning, 
cmd join Commo.ndor Dostroyer Squndron Two in Lc.m.aon ott Coro!Mldo 

· Ro~ds. · · 
I• 1'' 

. U~on notitiontion that .tour dostroyors would bo required to 
~ooompnny tho Loxington, end whon it wo.a dotormined which 
dostroyors would lonvo, an ettort we.a mado to reonll tho crowa • .. 
Tho Lamson' a crew wo.a on . boa.rd in viow ot tho ta.o~ the. t ·aho bo.4 
tho rocidy duty. lrNny· ot tho Drc.yton's crow wore missing and 
could not. bo looc.tod • . Commtmdor Deat:royore, Scouting 1oroo 
suppliod tho nooeasary 11gnalmcm end rc.diomen• Nowevor, tho · 
Dr~yton sc.ilod about 40 mon abort. ot her allowt\noo, mostlJ in 
aoamen b.nd tiromon rQtinga. - · · - · 

. . . . . .. 
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Tho Lexington C )rt Sa~ · Pedro tor CoronQd~ i.' ~kds ct 6:48 
. n.m.~ 4 Jtlly 1 and arrivod at 10:4.7 a.m. · · . . · ' . 

. In tho toronoon ot 4 July·, tho Commnndor-1n~Ch1ot cUrooted 
· oomm~dor Dostroyor Squc,dron T~o to tako cocunnnd or. .tho 
Loxington Group, consisting or tho toxington, Lv.mson; Droyton, 
Parkins . o.nd Cushing, and, when in all rospoots ro~dy, to proooo4 
t .o assist in E:.rhart soarob, ooopornting with OoOlCk'lndant 
Fourtoonth N~vnl Diatrtct, tho Colorado and. ItQsca. . . . . 

At 11: 45 a.m., 4 July, Command or Dostroyer · Squcidron Two 
::n -:.ri:.ison o.nd tho Drnyton mot tho LtJXineton in Coronado Row.di. 

· ;,.. c-;;:mander Doatroyer 8'1,uadron ~o sh1 tted his broad command 
· p~nnant to the teAington and assumed oommana ot the Lexington 

·Group. · · · 

Ordors were then issued by Oorurander Dostroyer Squadron · . . · 
~o .to Cushing nnd Perlt1ns to report when rendy and proceed Tia 
~ ~''>rt·':Jnt route to rendezvous with Loxington . Group. 

·tv o·rdors ot the C~mm£ind.er-1n-Oh1et, Mr• Pau.t Brook, 
. ~·~pre!'\onting the Internnt1ont1l. . Nows Senioe, camo Qn board . .. 

. ' . . ' -

. . A~ 1300 4 July, the Dr~yton o.nd Lnmaon got Wldorw:ay trom 
. C":- .. J·1ado ~.o :· da tor rondezvous, and . tho Lexington to tcko aboard 
~~ · !J . :·~'nos from North Island. Tho Southc.rd and Chc.ndlor ogoro · 
r~ c. ti::ig fis plnno guards, A total or 63 ott1o ors c.nd ~ll , onl1ste4 
non woro roceivod tlbonrd th~ Lox1ngton from North ·Islcnd. 

· ~:1xty pl~nes lc.Ddod snfely, but · two wore unable to got · ~ho1r 
Locks down and nere dirootod to roturn to North Islan.d, ·complete 

· · ::op~irs and · rot urn to tho Lexington. Thoy l:-.ndod nt North 
. Isl.:lnd a.t 144.5, completed repairs o.nt\ ret\ll"ned to the Lexington · 
Ctt .1530. . . . . 

·The two destroyers noting as p1c.ne gucrd were rel~osed at 
1530 • . The . Ch~ndler wns root'J.led at 1550 in order to transport 
Lieutenr.:nt {jg) George Leland to Scin Diego tor trentment nt · . 

. the Nev.cl · Hospital. · He h~d beoome seriously ill w1 th gnatrio 
ulcer. 

• 

· · At . . 1500 Cushing: and ·Perkins reportecS rendy and wore authorizecS 
to nnke 28 kn·ots in joining up. Enroute, the Porkins, a.t 1730, 

· 4 July, devo1·opod serioua ~1brat1ons in ' tho port high pressure · 
turb1no, C1nd roportod tbnt sho wns unnblo to oxoood l? knots. . 
Sho ~ns dirootod by Oomm::mcSor ·Dostroyor Squ~dron Two to. proooe4 · 

. to' SQD Dioso ·nnd go alongside tho Whi tnoy tor nooosso.ry ropnlra. 

'· 

. ~ .. 
. ; ·~, 

• ,f ' .... 

~· 

• ·~ l • 

. ··' . . 

. At · 1910 Co~dor ·Dostroyor Squr.dron Two 1n Loxington, . 
Co.mmo.ndo:r Dostroyer D1Vieion Throo in Drayton, tamaon Cln4 . 
Cushing rondezvouaod ten miloa. eouth ot Chino. Point, . Snn Clomente, · .. 
o.nd dopnrtod tor tahoinc Bonda, spood 23 knots. Tho .Cushing 
"Ans .tomporo.rily c.i,aignod to Destroyer Division Tb.:too tor 
tnotlcnl purposoa • . · .·. . . .. · · · · · · . · · · · 

. ... . ' ~ . . ' . . 

·: . OonUmn4or .urorntt • .Bnttlo loroe requested tbnt tho Loxington 
· . bo · tuoled ot Lcholnn. and tbe Oomaim4or•1n-Ob1ot 10 41rooto4. 

' . . '· ' . 
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At 1910 4 J\.tly, Conim~dor D.ostroyor Squ..'\dron T\'lo ndvisod tho "· 
Oomta.:lnd~nt · Fourtoonth Nnvnl District tbnt tho Loxington Group 
wns prqcood1n8 to f\iol · nt · Lo.hnin~ Ro~ds. · At --P..135 informction · 
i=ms ·rooolvod fromCommnndr.nt Fourtoonth .Nnvnl District that 
ono oil "b~r,zo ot 155,ooo gnllon . or.pc.cl ty wns tho only moans tor 
doli voring 1\lol nt Lnhninc. Ro=-.cls. · During tho night or 4-5 
July Oo~m~ndor Dostroyor · Squ~dron · Ttto ~scortninod . thrit tho 
U·.S.S. RC\ml'.\pO '1:\S onrouto to Guam. U:-.ri·nnr.s Isl ·-:nds~ . Hor · 
·posi ti 01.1 n.-.s dotormin.otl from r:o'.'\thcr reports. It nns ~lso 
clotorminod th:'lt by ohnng ing hor oourso r;i thin n tow hour·s 

. for Lnhnlna Ro."\ds aha -;:ould ~rrivo simultnneously r.ith tho 
. Lox:inGtcn. · At 0940 5 July, Commcndor Dostroyor Squadron T'i:o 
. rcquo~tod ot tho Oummo.n<ior-in-Chiof by prio~i ty dospr-. tch tho . 
prhotioClbili ty . Of tho Rnm~po opornting tompor~rily r.1 th tho. 
Loxington Group ror . tuoling. Tho Comm~ndor-in-Chiof oonrorroa 
'Ht th Comcondor Baso· Forco and nns r.clvisod th~ t tho sohooo soomed 
prr.otio:-.blo but· th(1t tho R:--.m:-.po nns opor-itirtg diroctly undor 
tho · Chiot or Uc.val Opor<-.tions . o.nd tho Comanndor-in-Chiot', 
.1.si~tio Float. . Tho Commtmdor-in-Chiot, u. S. Floot' roquostod 
·~he Chief of · No.val Operations to assign the Ramapo to this duty 
o.nd e.l'so ·requested that a roply be sent direct to Cornmo.nd·er 
Destroyer Squ:-~dron Two (See CINCUS 0005;.1310 of .July). During · · 
.tho dc.y tho teos1bil~ty of '181ng destroyors to trr.nsport tuol . 

" ' 

' " 
.. ' . 

to t'h'o Lo~ington wns oonsidorod. This wc.s 'toWtd to .bo 
irri~r.:-.otic:ibl.o boccuso of :slo\l pumping r..to or dostroyors, tho . r ' . 

::;1 :.-~.l hosos · nvnilnblo, impossibility of Loxington· tnking suc·tion 
· ·1i .5.. -v.t;· hor pumps and tho nocossi ty tor at lo~st throe trips ror 

u:-:.'c.h · destroyer. (Dostroyors' tuol ocp. -. o i ty 1 s 143 ,000 gallons .· . · · · 
. ·. 0:1oh,·. ost1m~tod pumping rato 5,000 g~llons por hour). At 1839 

110 reply h ~ving· boon roooi vod from tho Chiot' or Hnvcl Opor:..tiona · · 
.:·rol.:i-ti VO to tho .Rr.mnpo, c.nd in Vi Oil Of tho urgonoy Of tho 
s1tu~t1on o.nd . ~ho nooossity tor tho Ramnpo roco1v1ng. immodinto 
ord.ors, Rndi o· Wc.shington ws :\sko d by .priority opor~ tor's sign:il · 
to cdviso time or dolivory ot OINCUS dospctoh 0005-1310. to · . 
CThior of Nnvlll. Opor~ti ons. · itoply r.C'.'s .th on roco1 vod to tho. ottoct . 
th~.t :--.ctton ·would bo ·tokon nt tho boginning of of.fioo hours 
Tuosdny. After nn oxoh:ingo ·or mossngos TI1 th tho Oommc.nd·lnt 

.Fourtoonth)i~v~l Di.strict·, it nos dotorminod thci.t~ ns ·n lest 
rosort, it ~ould bo tonsiblo to · tnko . tho Loxin~ton into Pocrl 
R~rbor f .or tuoling provided thoro ·;:ma no . approcinblo l'11nd. 
Hor.av.or, this t71'.\B not cons1dorod prudont until o:implotion ot · 
tu·rtho.r . ·contompl1:1.tod drodging. 

At 0945 6 July (Washington timo) tho a.~m.".\po \"Ins ia·suot1 tho 
nocossary · ordors to prooood to Lab~inn Ro~da tor tho purposo- ot 
tuoling. tho Loxington, roplonish tuol thus dolivorod trom aupplJ 
\lt Ponrl ·Harbor, rmd than prooood to Gut1n1. . · . . 

. . . . -· , . . 

Tuosday night 6 JUl.y,. provision .and atoroa ardors .tor · 
·Loxingt·on and accompanying destroyers were summarized and sent · 
by despatch to Commandant Fourteenth Naval · District, Motion · .· 
pictures were requested tor the destrorera, who bn4 left on · . 
too short notice to take care ot tb1a detail• but nono were 

·avediilble at ·Pearl Barbor. · · · · · 
• t ' ) • 
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Arrcngomonts wore cir.do with tho Co~'"\ndan·t, fvurtoonth Nnval. , ·· 
. District to hr.vo tho Loxington prooood to Lah•1in!'.'1 Ronda, :lwnit \ 
. tho orrivnl or tho Re.ca.po; tuol from hor ,· nnd -lonvo ns soon 
thoronrtor ~s pr~otio'lblc, r.nd torclostroyors Dr4yton, Lc.mson 
c.nd Cushing to prooood ·tc Ponrl Hnrbor ·ror tuoling nnd 
provisioning, tnd to to.lee on previsions ancl storos tor tho 
Loxington • . A oontoronoo with tho Cor.unr.indc.nt w:--.s roquostod tor 
Thursdo.y nttornoon. Tho Lexington o.rrivod at Lnhtll,.nn Ro."'.ds 
tit · 114~ 8 July. · Tho tox1ngton qroup mr\do good. 23* knots during 
pr. sccgo C :ronr..do .R~"\ds to · LahClinPl. . . ·. . . J .· 

Cocu:uindor Dostr~yor Division Throo with 'tho dostroyers n~a 
clt:i.•n~tod at 0600 to prooood indopondontly tincl nrrivod ~t Po!lrl 
:~ '.:rbor at 1430 .8 _July. Dostr~yors · t'Uolod nnd pr.ovisionod to · 
J~r:>- oity .. · Tho Drtiyton roooivod. 17,·959 g:O.llons or fuol, the · 
~~nson 93,836 c.nd tho Cushing 96,69S. Approxicr.toly sovon tons 
of storos woro divided ru:iong tho throo dostroyors for dolivory 
to the Lexington ct Lahr.in~ Rends. 

. At · u~:lO p.m., · e JUl,y, tho Avooot nont · aloncsido Loxingt:m 
f.-:: ~ tt:.;; _purposo or doli voring 10, 600 g:.llons or nvic~ ti on g~soline 

. n...ri 1 r.:.40 necessary airoratt engine spares rroo the Fleet air · 
· ::-·.·3e, Paarl Barbor. · · 

. Previous arrange~ents having been made, imnodiately upon 
e:- .~" • c.l or the t ·oxington ttt · Lahc.inn • Commrnder Dostroyer · 
Sq ·.:. · :- :>:'l Tuo,. the Coomanding Oftioor ot _tho Lexington and two 
(' ' ~ioe:r o.ssist:mta ocb~rkcd in patrol plano turnishod by tho 
i. ... :;ot Mr B::so end proooodod to P~nrl · H' rbor tor conteronoe ui.th 
c: .. 10Qildant Fourteonth ?t:lval District. Tho contoronco na.s o.lao 
.J.ttondod by Ooa::iandor Dostroyor Division Throe, CoGlC!mdor 
~ anocrnrt, B-'lttlo. Foroo, ond tho Cocn'1nd1ng Ot'tioor ot the Floet 
Air B·.so, Poo.rl H .. rbor. I :d'orcic.tion rolctive tc- tho · aeareh wna · 
obtained and 1nstruct1.ons nere reoe1 ved. Commander Destroyer 
s . : u..~.dron ~\:.; · ooh"lrked at lSOO in tru:ison tor po.a:mge to t~aina 
Ro~d.s. 

At 183.0 8 July, the L ~son: and Drayton completed fueling cm4 
loft Pc:.rl· H.':.rbor tor Lahainn. Tho Cusbin~ remc.inod cit Punrl . 
H. ; r~or in ord.er ~o · oocploto minor ·voyago ropcirs. Whilo .at · 
Peo.rl H!'.'irbor, tho. Oommnndo.nt Fourtoonth Unvc.l Distr1o·t ordored . 
20 soamon, 20 firomon nnd l chiof pharct:\oist•a oc.to trnnsterr~4 

. " to tbo Dro.yton tor tompor:'\ry duty during soClroh oporationa. 

· At 2000 .e July,' tho Cushing lott l>onrl Hnrbor tor · Lnhninn~ 

.A.t 0100 g July, the Drayt:m end Lamson, with CoCltltlJldor 
Dostroyor Squ~dron 'mo and atc.tt ombo.rko4, c.rrived nt Lchn1Mi 

. nnd Commandor Dostroyor Squn4ron 'l'\10 end stctt reembC\rkoc1 in 
Loxinston. At. 0:500 ,Ouahing arr1vo4 Leht11nc. Ro~d•• 

. . 

, · .. . 
At 0619 9 July ·tho Rrunopo CU"rivod, and tuoling ot tho 

toxington ."ca oo~conood 1mcto41r.toly. · . ·· 

At 06SO Lexington took abonrd •toroe trom· doatr~-;;~;~ --:~~-~tho .. 
so.mo ti mo aho exobr.ngod moT1e progrt\m• •1th tho de1tro19ra. •·, · , . 

' 
' ' . -. . .-~ 

. 4 . ' . 
. - - , . c ... ' . . ' .. ' i ... . .. 

I. 

. I . , 
7;i.·.~-~·""........---:---·-. .. j +:•-·----- --·· --" -·-~··-·- - _.., __ .......,_. "'--==----.............. -. 

.i 



" 
/ 

/ 

f I • ' 

By nuthori ty of tho Bureau of Nc.vigation, -Mr. Earl ?rt. ·\Volty • 
of tho Associat.od Pros·s and Mr. Cho.rlos Mounco, of tho Unitod 
Proas ombc.rkod in Lo~ington. 

At 1000 oonfol"onc o of Co!!I!landor Dos·troyor . Squ.:tdron T\to, 
Oocicnndor Dostroyor Division Throe, destroyer · cor.un..1.nd ing offioor•s" 
c.nd o:.cq.unic~tion officora, o.nd tho airornft dopnrtmont of tho· 

. Lcxingt::>n uas . hold in the i;,exington~ 

At 1030 tho Cor:uncmding Ottioer ·of tho Lexington nnd offioQr 
nssistunt r~turnod from Ponrl H:.:.rbor by patrol ._plo.no, 

. At 1145 9 July, . tho dostroyors Drayton, Lri.&lson and Cushing 
(,ot undor\1ay ror · tho purposo or· cnli brating . direction find era 
~.-i Lnhaina Roads, \~h::,~, o tho Lexington tro.nsr.11.tted on 725 KCS~ 
'liQOS or oomplotion: trl.'l.jton 1357, Cushing 1427, .Lamson 1431 • . 

At 1456 .9 ·July, tuoling of L~xington was cocplotod. 
L )Xington recoi vo.d ~03, ':'84 go.11.ons frol!l tho R:ir,i'_..po. 

•. · .'1 . . . 
. · At 1515 g July, tho Lexington · got undornay fot; tho sonroh 

oroo. ·in vie ini ty, of H~r.l:.nd Ialand, nooompaniod l'Y Dr~.yton, 
l."l..u,;,n o.nd CuPihinc; ·. · 

. Tr.a tir:iely nrri val of . tho Rr.r:npo ' and th~ pr::;mpt aocomplishl:ilont 
· cf rr-q>~irs to Ouah1ng.nnd expeditious dolivory of ruol o.nd 
"/r?v 1 ::i1ons to dostroyors by Fourtoonth Na.vnl Dir.trict aotivi tios 
:..·J1ucod tho timo necessary to bo spont -in tho Hnwaiic.n aron 
to n min~mum. This permitted the _seo.roh to begin prol!lptly as 
rlnnnocl. 

At 1630 9 . july, Commandor DCstroyer Division Threo . was 
diroctod by Cor.unnndor Dostroyor Squndron Tn:>" to t~ke command ot 
tho dcst~oyors, nnd, upon signal, procood nnd rondozvous with tho 
Colorado in latitudo 5"0 .50• N, longitude 173° 15' w, nt 0700 . . 
zono: plus 11} ti mo ·o·n Mondb.y, 12 July, · for tho purposo ot 

·fueling. Upon eomplotion or tuoling dostroyors noro to proooed 
indepondontly to tClko st~ ti on tor sonroh op9rnt1 ons arriving by 
'0600 ,. 13 July. At 1830 9 july, signal was sont dii.-ooting 
exooution. or tho nbovo. 

Tho spood Of tho Loxington ~s sot at 18 knots. h.t 1600 
9 July, incrona'od spood to 19 lmots in ordor to · ro~oh point or 

. origin .. l::l ti tudo 2-30 N, longt tudo 177 w - at dnybronk on 13 July_• · 

Tho tolloliing d.&ppatob wo.s rooo1vod from Corm!ltlndnnt Fourtoonth 
. Naval District on 11July1937: 0011 COMDESRON TUO TAKE· oa.ARGE OF 
UNITS IN ·SEARCH ..\REA PERIOD SEARCH OP' PllOEN1X GROUP .AREA 
CONSIDERED ·COMPLETED PERIOD uPON COMPLETION FUELING Dl!STROYERS . 
COLORADO Rl!LEASED SEARCH DtrrY ..WO PROCEED PREVI(OSLY .ASSIGNED 
DUTIES . FOltOWING ITINE!W.RY SUBa'I'l'EJ) OOLOR.aaDO DESPATCH THI 
NINTH 0945. .... "... . 

'., ; .. ..... .: ·'. _; . _,· .. . .. s -' .... )• 
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CONDUCT OF SE..i'JtCH BY COMMiJIDER . D~TROYER SQ.Ui.DRON TWO: . 

At 1210 11 July, SW.AN. and IT.(.SC~ were directed to continue , 
existing a~signments until :f'urther. orders and make routine 
reports. . · · 

During the oonrereno ·e w1 th Commandant FoU:rteenth Naval 
District on 9 July~ the .possible necessity tor search or the 
Gilbert Islan·ds, British Territory, was considered. On 10 July, 
Cocmandant Fourteenth Naval District requested tho Havy .. 
to'.t,')a1·tment to obtain authority tor an airorat.t search of ·~ ··­
t~".loo islands. Tho. ostimato ot .tho Earhart plane's probablo · 
lu~utton put hor somor.horo in an aroa including tho Gilborts, 
~J . on ll July,Oommanear Destroyer Squadron Two speoitioally 
::- ~quested or Comaandan t · Fourteenth Naval 01.striot autho~i ty 
!.'o~ search or that area. Plans were laid tor search or the area .. 
b-:>unded by latitudes 3o N and i 0 S between longitudes 175° 30' 
ff.id 1780- 30' Wand trom lo.titude 36 40' N to latitude 1° 40· ~ s,· 
.. 1~woen longitude 1780 30' W o.nd 175° 30' Eby Lexington· o.1roro.tt 
t.t..1.! fc..r soc.rob or individunl 1.slcinds or Gilbor.t Group by . tho . 
Tt ,_1•:ce, ~nd swan. ltasoo. and SwM wore cUrocted o.t. 2240 11 -July, · .. · 
~o · i.:i.~ ..:our so ror .A.ror~ and · Onontoa Islo.nds ros~cN ti velJ. 

Or.. · 12 July. the 4ostroyera .Lameon, Cushing o.nd Drnyton m~do 
::- ::n·1·~~vous with Oolornd(> and tuelod. Tho longtb of timo. roquirod 
t ~1 ·~ ~ ;.i•'.l ling or· ocob dostroyor, a~d tho amounts . roooi vod by oaoh 
: .• -.. ,, c.:.; l'nllows: 

L:l:uson 
~\Ashing 
Dr~yton 

· · Timo 2.3 hours 
Timo 1.7 hours 
Timo 2.5 hours 

Amount 44;404 enllons 
Amount 41;499 gallons 
Ar.iount 42,361 gallons 

Tho LeXirlgton's noon position on 12. July, l~titudo 6o 14' 45w 
N, longitude 173° 07' 15" W, course 228, spoed 19 knots. Tho 
·spood of the Loxinston wns roducod to 16 knots · c.t 1015. 

Tho It~scn continuod soaroh in d1roction or :~orci Island 
on oourso 2670 T1 spood Qbout 12 knots. Noon poaitiori lntitudo 
2° 33' s, longitudo 1790 24' . E.~st. V1a~b111ty ~bout 15 miloa. 

· The Ito.soQ was duo · to arrivo oft ArorQi about 0100, zono. plua ' 
"lli timo. C~cmCl.Iid:'\nt Fourteenth Nar._l District wo.s ndvisod · ·" 
thnt tho Itasoc could roach Arorai on tho morning or tho 13th, · 
and was roquostod to obta1rt · tho necossnry a~hority as soon na . 
possible. 

. . ' ' . . . 

· · . 1110 Colorado complotod tuoling. dostroyors about 1530 (zono . 
timo plus lli hours) and. wo.a .tbon roloasod tJjom E~~rhtlrt aoQroh . .· 
.Group to carry out romo.indor ot her 1t1norary in oonnootion with 
tho Navlll. Reservoa. . · 

. The doatroyors procooclotl : t1;) , .~ko· pl~nr. au~~·:&t,:;.t1Gns. '.1n 
. nooordruioe with S~o.rob . Plo.n No. 2 (.Annex .B)t to o.rr1~e a.bout . 
0600 13 July. Point ot origin 20 30' N, longitude 1~7 W. 
Cushing c~rrier pl.Qno gunrd, Lamson right tl.nnk guard. . . ' . ' . 

• • .. 1 

,. 
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.it 1800 12 J'u..1~ , the Drnyton reportod ca·-·-µ lty to, throttlo 
vc.1.vG of hor port1, J igh pressure turbine duo w 11 throttlo diso ot · 
ba.lonco 'piston appnrontly backing off. This casunlty roduaod • · · 
. tho spood of . tho Drayton'& port ongino to r.p.m., tor 19 knots. · 
The ~dvC1:cse weather conditions somowhnt slowed up tho rueling 
of dostroyors o.nd :provonted tho Drc.yton, r.hioh tuolod le.st, trom 
roaching station promptly 60 milos on port boam or L.aington 
ns originally ·ordorod in sonrob Plan No. 2. She was .directed 
to· lay .course for Howland Island at · speed or 19 knots to siiv~ 
distance and ·conserve .tuel• By so doing she was able to reaoh 
the .area of a1rorart operations and was plane guard on Tuesday, · 
13 July as scheduled. . . . · . .· · .· -·- · · 

' ·, . . 

.· . ... 

' . 

. In ·the evening of 12 July the .Navy Department advised · that 
· ~he State Department had been requeste.d to make nocessary ­
~tplomitic arrangomonts fpr aircraft search or the Gilborts. The 

· · Oo.mmandant· Fourtoonth Naval District inforiood tho Navy Depcirtment 
· th~t : irn.mDdiate authority was necossary . becauso of fUol 
cons idorations. At· midnight 12-13 July, tho . Itasoo. was diroot~d 

·~o keop clear of the Islands until a visit wns nuthorizod. 
J.t 0600 13 July t .ho .nocossary o.uthori ty was obt::.iriod. 

On the morning or 13 July·, . tho Swan was socrching. tis 
:!:i.roctod :fro.ma point 2° S 1800 toweird .Onot·oa Island, Gilbetts, · 

· · !\t. r.iost economical speed. At 0?10 she was directed to proceed 
· -~ -:11':.edintff.lY to N~au, ··Peru, Tapeteuea end Nonuti Islonds in 

;.; -~ - ··ch or Enrho rt plo.ne, conse~in:g fuel, .o.nd be prep~red to . 
.:. ··):., .. 1zvous with Lexington. Qt 1500, 17 July in io s, 177°. E. 

. . 
On 13 July .the. ·1tnsoo. wos searching v101n1ty ·or Arorr.1 Isl~na. 

At 0?00 . she was directed to se~roh Arorni immedi ~tely; ·followed 
by Tnmcina c.nd Onotoc., then proceed to borthwoE't c.nd ·north on · 
western side · or G.ilborts group invosti~ting nonuti, KuriQ, 
Mninnn; Apia, . Tr.ri tnri nnd tl~rnki, and · obtr.1ning · ~vailnblo 

· 1nform:lt1on ·nt TnrnnQ, consorving f'Uol nnd roportinc progross, 
and to bo prep11rod to rondozvous with Loxington ns notod tor . 

. Sl1an•. · 

On 13 'Juiy tho It~scn sonrchod Arorn1 nnd Tt:mnnn Islruids 
nnd vicinity. Rosidonts ·woro cont~otod r-.t Arorrli and s~tod thnt . : . · 

·.they did not ·hoar tho· plano nor hrtd thoy ·soon nny ovidenoo or .. 
twrockngo·. . .Tho It:'lson; by · my 0013-1910 was ordorod to proceed · 
to ··Kuria-Apnmnmn . Isl~nds in . tho Gilbo rt group; thonco northwnr4 . 

·conducting ·comploto se:iroh ot uninho.bi ted r.hd S'10h soQrch or · . 
i:i:ihahi;t;o.d 1U;n4.s ... "- .d.O.S)JUA4. J}Qqusa•1-. o.rI' vin.s a' Tnr1 tart . · 
l ~ July. According to tho Sailing Diroct ons a.ll 1sllo.nds or tho" 

.. · Gil.bort gro~p aro ·inh:::.W.j;'Od.; · . T~i:~~p;.:.'.q.nd · · r~:ro..ta.~1· cr.q por~J or · . 
entry; th,.'\ t tho District Govornmont Hoaclqur.rtors is loontod o.t · 

. 'l'.~rat~ri ·, but· it wna round 1to bo locntod ct . T~rawn. · . . 

. . Tho ·swan ·was diroctod .• y my 0013-1855 to socrob Nukunau, 
· Poru, Onotoa., Taputoouoa and Nonut1 Islnnda by tho lnte 
r.rtornoon · ot tho 16th. . . . · 

, :· ., ' • •. ' ~ -''\ + ' '' l .... ,.,;.. 't ,,' • :,· ' ... ~ .. , • •• , ,.~ I, •:' ~ a ; '1 ~.' • • l i t~· . .. ll .I :. ~ ,•.f I •' 'l , ~ ; ' ' j 0

1 ,' •• f i l' t ~- ,., •• • • , 

. Tho .. c~ovo rout.es by . . tho ,It:isoQ nnd Swan ·would mo.ko o. oomplotc 
· aearoh or the Gilbert group· by surtaoe oratt_. __ Xt ld.th~cb• ,poaibl• 
that Mrs. Putnam.·and her. navigato.r 'might 11ave -·dr1tted ·to ·or 
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landed on an islan~ in thia group, the ·prevailing ourrent beiilg . 
westerly ana w1~4 SSI. ,. . .' .. : . . · ;. ·. ~ ·, · . · .. . .·· ,·: .. ,. .·· ,·. · . . . . 
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It wo.s dotom ~d . tha.t . the Itasca and s~3'· ooul.d reach 
· Hont>l\U.ti without re:.:''1eling upon completion of their search ·or the 
· Gil.berts •· . This was verified by 'both vessels, the Itasca . . 
· including Howland Island , returning to Honolulu on · her route. · . 
In the event. it was t'ound " nooessary to f'11'ther include oither 

· . . "or those two vossols in the se.aroh·, thoir schodulos wore planned .. 
to · :raoili 1;ato a rondozvous with the Lexington on 16 or 17 July . 
tor fof.uoling. · · · 

. ' 

. Tho Loxington roached · point ot or.igin la ti tudo · 2-30 n, 
· longitude 1~7 w·at 0636 13 July· which timo •as designated 
as zero · hour ·'tor commonco~nt or operations. Sixty ·planoa . 
woru launohod to search in east and ·wost diroctions as indicated 
ln f'.carch Plan No. 2. First plane left ship at ·&:16 ·a.m., 
~~d . last plane was recovered, at 10:18 a.m. . . . · · 

., 

. Heavy ·rains and squalls interfered with morning search ·by 
.ilrcratt. · .In the arttJ·moon . 2'1 planes were launched at 1303 
;lnst. plane took otf at 1310), but opera~ions were abandoned 

. d1Jo ~ bnd · flying conditions and the plcines were ordered to . · ... . 
land aboard the onrrier. At · 1356 the plo.nes roturnod o.board ·. 
·i: ";he le.st plane was lr.mded nt 1411) .• . Tho approximate aron · 
.. ;\I ~'1(;n.J. .1ati tude 20 50' N and l' 5" s Qnd be two on longi tudo 
1. in'; 15' li . and 1780 .10 • w was covered with ':tho · oxcoption cit. the 
·~;n:ne~:!.ato . vicinity ot Howland nhich was obsourod by. heavy 
~"fl ins . .. · · ' · 

· ~!. . t tho end ot flight opor~tions, · tho Lexington PI'9COodod ·· 
·. t.1 1 position lntitudo io 20•· ·S,. longitudo 1800 to commonoo . . . · · 
, ·~ ... ~;;ht .oporlltiona on tho tnoming of 14 July. ·: · ,· 

O~ 14 July tho Itnscn wns :soarching onrouto Kurin group, 
: consisting ot Kurio., Nanouki nnd ApnmD.mo. Islands arid wns . 

c:tpoctod to. o.rri vo about noon 14 July zono plus olevon nn4 · 
. ono-hnlf. 1;1mo. · 

· . . ' 
, . . . 

.. ' 

The S"1o.m oontr.otod ·tho chi or rosidont tit ihtkunnu tUld · . · " · · 
· proooo~od to Poru. Rndio ,oommunicntion nith :Poru Ielr.nd we.a--··----·.:-·--
o~tablishod on 500 KCS with st:ition ZCO oporntod by tho Lon~on · 

·.· Mission soo.ioty • . All c ont~ots ~or.e nogtlti vo·. 
·. . ~ . ', ~ . '. . . . 

. With L'lmsori eta loft · tiruiJ< .suo.td,· Cushing onr:rior plc.no · · · 
gu~rd, end Dr".\yton ·right tlank gmrd; tho Loxington oommonoo·a 
nirora·rt opor~tiona nt 0730, nnd lc.unched 42 plnnos in . · ·. 
ccc.ordrui'oe · 'C7i tli Soc.rob Plcn No. : l (Annox A). Point "A" (PlO.n 
·ono) nQs l!'ltitude io 20• a, longitude> laoo, bnao course .north. , 
Tho oonditicm ot the · son. \Uls smooth and v1C1b1lity ..goa4 • . i~ll . 
plano1 wero lOndod nbonr4 . t\t . 1181. Tho nirort\tt roportod that " ' 
tho7 '.would l(ton o.n1 m:ieokDgo ·or bont 1t euoh had . boon atloat. 
T)lo Lo:11ngton~1 noon poe~t1on We\I! lllt1tu4o oo ~8' a, l.c:>ng1tu4o . 
l?IO · Dt' It . ,· · · . . . . . 
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The ~ acond fli 't qr airoraft comr:ienoed at 1345., with point 
· "C" or .. Pl'an One as th~1 origin of operations in latitude o0 ooo 
longitude ieoo and base course north. As a matter of interest 
this is the first time a ship of the NaTy operated in latitude 
o0 00° and longitude ieoo. 42 planos wero launched • . The 
·airoraft wero all . landed aboard at 1742. Tho arua covored nas 
botweon latitud~s 10 N and ·10 40' sand longitudes 178-30 Uost . · 
and 178-30 East. Thoro wore a ton rain squalls in tho vostern 
aroa so hoavy as to ·oauao somo ot the aircraft in thoso sootiona "· 
to fly around them. Thoso aroas noro small and aro indicated 
on tho att!lchod chart. Tho pC'si t1ons of tho plQ.no ·guards, 60 
milas ·on each beam or tho carrier are Cll.so shoal. During tho 
night, tho positions ot tho dostroyors Lamson and Cushing woro . 
intc:-c~angod so that tho Lamson took ovor the carrier duty nnd 
tho Cu:Jh1ng took stntion 60 miles on port borun tor oporationa 
on Thurnday 15 July, Du.ring · tho night all vosaels ot tho soQrob 
sro~p woro 41rootod to uso thoir ao~rohlighta tor Qt loast · · 
r1vo m1nuto1 durt·ns oaoh night watoh. .l d11tcuioo ot only 40 
miloa hcid·. to bo oovorod during tho night and 1toorngoway wn:1 
maintr.tnod. · 

.·O:l 15' July, 'th<S s-.,O.n waa onrouto trom Peru to Onritn," 
nrri vi~ at the le. tter 1alo.n4 nbout 1200. The Swan nnohorod' . 
hero. nnd sent a boat. G3horG to oontnot nl'\ti vos. Tho E~rhc.rt 
plane r1ns noithor soen nor hoc.rd. · Tho SwCUl them proooodod to · 
Tnputo0uoa Islnnd to nrri vo nt . do.ybreak on tho 16th; mo.int:iining . 

. . stocragowny during thQ night. 

Tho Itasca l!ltlde nogntivo contacts at Kurin nnd tho noigl'iboring 
islands. Sho hoodod for and arrived at Tnro.na during tho morning 
of tho 15th. At. T: 1.r~ma, tho commanding orticor of tho Itasoo. 
wo.s intervionod by tho District Administrator r.bo stc.tod thnt 
there ~as no ·sign ot tho lost Earh~rt plano in Gilbert Islands. . . 
Ho further dool:1rod thdt tho Gilbert Islnnds noro rioll populatod 
Qnd thnt ho mnint'linod oxoollont oommunicr!tions ni th tho ~ · 
1slC'.nds in general and ·p·nrticul~rly tho30 to tho nor'tb._ Tari tnri 
Inland to tho northtmrd is o. port of entry tor intor-islo..nd 
stonmors. · The District · Administr:::itor roquostod tho Commndor 
or the ' Enrho.rt So1\rch Group to inform tho Son1or Adm1n1strativo 
Ofticor ct OooCU1 Islnnd Of tho prosonQO or .u.: s. ·Vossols ~t tho 
Gilborts. Co~ndor Dostroyor Sqw.dron Tl'zc)· tl1on sent Q mult1plo 
rndiotolegrnm to Bri t1sh Colonial oftioials as ·rollowa: · . · 
"RES~DENT COMMISSIONER OOEAN ISLAND AND ·---- :- . . 
SEUIOR .• \ll.UNISTRATIVE OFFICER TARAWA ISLAND. 
ANY INFOINATION YOU 1.U.Y GIVE UNITED STATFS VESSELS VISITING 
GILEERTS .IN SEARCH OF EARHART PLANE WILL EE APPRF/JIATED ./a/ 
DOWELL, . COMMAUDIID . EARHART SEARCH GROUP." 

Tho District A(lministrator at Tarawa replied that he would advise 
·tho Commander ot the Search Group ot any -1ntonnation er evidence 
·rece1 ved. .. · 

. ·. 

uPon completi~n ot the contact at Tarawa th., · U. s. Coaat 
Guar·d Cutter Itasca requested authority to proceed to Honolulu, · ·· · 
via Howland, .to relieve personnel. Iii -riew ot the tact· tbat " the 
islands were well populated to the northward and communication 
maintained with the District Adm.inietr•tor at Tarawa, the Itaaoa · 
na c11reote4 ~o proceed .to. Howland • . 
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·At 0119 15 July, the Lox1nston launohed 41 planes in . . . • 

acoor~ance with Soaroh Plan No. One .(Annex At'1rm). Point · .· 
o.t origin (Atirm) was latitude io 20' north, longitude 180°, · 

. . base course north, the Lamson aoting as carrier plane guard 
. . while the Cushing and Drayton were respectively left and right 
. tlank plane .guards. At 1023 the planes returned trom the 

morning tlight. · 

At 1356 the atternoon tlight ot 41 planes took ott trom 
point "C" latitude 20 35' N, longitude ieoo. The planes · 
returned at. 1636. . . · · 

Tho aroa covorod tor tho day•s soarcb was botwoon latitude 
.1° N to 30 40' N and longitude bOtwoon 178-30 Wost .to 178-30 . 

·· E. ' A row light squalls wore onoountored but · the aircraft state4 .. 
thoy could seo th~ougb thom tairly w6ll. On tho whole tho 

. soaroh was considered sat1staotory. · 

During tho night ot 15-16 July, tho Loxington and piano · 
euard dostroyors proooeded to take stations·tor operations on 
.... he following morning. . Drayton right tlank, Cushing lett flank · · 

. t..~d Laxington carrier duty. · 

.. On 16 July, · the Swan i ·nvestigated Taputeouea and Nonuti. · 
Th18 completed the search ot .the Gilbert Group ot Islands by 
mrr~~ce .vessels with no sign cit the lost Earhart plane. Upon 
comflotion ot .her task the Swan was released and directed to 
I eport to Commandant Fourteen th Naval D1str1ot for turther 
orders. .She was d1reoted to return to. Pearl Harbor. 

The Itasca was enroute Howland - 0800 position latitude · 
0114 noirth, longitude 175-38 east, courso 90, spood 11 knots. 
In viow of hor longor exporionoo with current and wind in tho 
Howland aroa and hor tirst .band knowlodge or conditions s1nco 
loss or the plane, tho Itasoa was o.skod to submit to Conimandor 
Dostroyor Squadron Two hor osttmato or tho most probablo location 
of tho Eamart plane - (DE3PATCH) FROM COMDESRON TWO TO ITASCA .. 
0016 ASSUMIUG THAT EARHART PLANE OR RUBBER BOAT STILL AFLOAT 
PLEt>.SE ·sUBMIT YOUR !STOCi.TE J.S OF NOON 'roDAY MOST PROBABLE 
POSITION FIRST OF PLANE SEX;OND OF RUBBER ·oo.A.T 0910. The 
oommanding .ott1oor ot tho Itasca rcpliod: 6016 YOUR 1016-0910 
ON .:MUMPTION GIVEN ESTIMATE MOST PROBl.BLE ~·JmA ORIGIN Li.TITUDE 
2 UORTH LONGITUDE 179-30 EAST THENCE L .. ~TITUDE 5 · NOR'lH LONG IT.UDE 
l 78-15 EAST . THENCE · L.~TITUDE 5 NORTH .. LONGITUDE 175-45 ~\ST THl!llCB 
L~TITUDE 2 NORTH LONGITUDE 177. Ei'5T lffiENCE TO · ORIGIN PERIOD 

· ESTIM1.TE BkSED ON FOLLOWING CONDITIONS Pm). OF FLIGHT CLE:.R BLUE 
SKY SOUTH ~ E.:\ST OF HOWLJ.ND HELVY CLOUD &\HK la.PPROXlliATELY · 
50 MILES NORTH ..um ~T OF HOWWM> PERIOD ITk.SCA H..'J) LAID HE.\VY . . 

" SUOKE SCREEN FOR T\70 HOURS WHICH ' JL'J) Nor· DISmT!DR~TED . AND OL~LY " 
VISIBLE FROM SOUTH AND E!ST FOR 40 MILES OR MORE :..T .ALTITUDE 
Om! 'IUOUS:.ND . PERIOD DOUBTFUL IF VISIBLE OVER 80 MILES FROM NORTH . " 
~m WEST OOMMA 'SIGN.:u. S'lRDiOTH .. \ND LmE OF POSITION WOULD mDIO•'l'B . " 
~T RECKONING CORREC'l' :i.s :roR DIS'l'..\NOI THOUGH SHE PROBA.H.Y . 
C..:JtRIED LINE O'I _PQ9ITION ~T :Blm>RB CIR:JLING · .I.ND 4l"'l'E~.umB 
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PROB~LY FLEtV NORTH j~ID SOUTH ON .THIS LINE PERIOD HER REPORTS 
INDICATE HIGH FLIGHT WITH OVERC:i.ST JJ-TD CLOUDY WEla.THER ~·.ND 

. . EVIDENTLY FL YIOO IN CLOUDS UNTIL THE LAST FEW· MINUTES OF FLIGHT . · 
PERIOD SIGN.',J, STRLNGTH INDIC.'a.TES tL'JCD:tuM DISTl.NCE 250 PERIOD 
EST~TED PLANE DOWN WITHIN . 250 MILES OF HO~ B'E'l"/El'l't 337 
and 45 TRUE ~·.No NOT NE.'JlER TfLU'l 30 MILES p FlUOD "~T L.&\'ITER 
DIST.\NCE COULD NOT lLWE FAILED TO SEE SMOKE SCREEN IF SHE PJaED 
SOUTH PERIOD OUR EXPERIENCES SEJ~ J.ND WIND DRIFT THIS VESSEL . 
?.L:JCDfUM ONE MILE 270 Jill'D DOUBT IF PLJ~E OR LIFECRAFT' VTOULD · · 
ECCEED P-ERIOD ON' 'mESE "~SSUMPTIONS MOST PROBio.BL Y .:.REA :.::; 01 
1200 TOD~Y .as . INDICATED I.BOVE PERIOD EX:CELLENT Nla.VIG.i.TOR :.ND 

. EX:PERIENCE JUSTIFY .~SUMPTION PL.-..NE . DOWN OH . LINE OF POSITION 
OR TH"\.T LINE .'J>V . .'.NCED lL~T\V~ ONE HOUR ON LINE OF n.IGHT WHICH 
J~1SUME fl.kS APPROXI~·~m..Y 78 TRUE FROM lJi.E 1200. 

"·a.a a mattor ot ooinoidenco tho probablo aroa set torth in 
tho abovo despatch trom the Itasca was boing senrohod by . 

. LQ:xington aircraft whilo thoso mos sagos woro oxohangod. 

Tho Itasca was reloasod trom turthor soaroh duty . at 1700, 
nnd w~s ~iraotod to report to Comm:lndant Fourtoenth Naval District 
wr.o dirootod hor to further roport to Coma:.ondor Hawaiian Section, · 

· u. s. Coo.st Guard. Tho lattor instrtictod hor. to proooed diroct 
.to H~nolulu ' · trom Ho\:lland. 

kt 0700 Lexington oommonood tlight operntions trom point 
or ~rigin lntltudo 40 N, longitudo 178° E, baoo oourso wost, · 
s )c.roh Pl~n No. l ! w1 th plnnes ooo.rohing in nt>rth and south 
directions. ..J.t .1042 all pltlnos roturnod from the soarch nnc1 
landed abo~rd oarrior. Lexington•a noon position ltttitucle 
~-59 N, longitude 177.00.7 E. 

.. t 1253· artemoon tlights of 40 plQnos took · ott and : roturno·d 
aboard ~t 1630. Tho cren coverod is npproximo.toly betwoon · 
lo.titudos 2·30 N and 5-30 N, longitudes 175-40 E Md 179-20 
E(. · seo chnrt attnohod). · . ·. . . · · , 

· During tho night or 16-i7 .JUly, tho·Loxing'ton 11roooodod trom 
4o north 176° east. east to take station, distance ct 180 . 
mil~s •. for operations at 0700 on the l'lth of July. . · . 

· .At 0658 17 July the LQ%1ngton ·oommenood tlight oporationa · 
with point ·or origin at latitude 1 o 00' north., longitude 175-40 
E, base cour~e oast. 41 planes took ott but on1y ·39 partioipatod · 
in tho soaroh. Two planos roturnod . aboard boforo commonoing · 
sooroh. .At 1012 ·landing oporations woro sto.rtod. At 1017 . · 

. 4-B-8 ozporionood a barrior. crash ending agtiinst ono ot" th-o attor · 
turrots. No porsonnol wore injurod. At 1043 o.11 planoa 
roturnod ~boQrd trom tho morning· tl1gbt. 

. . 
°" . · · At 1250 on tho nttornoon ot tho l'lth ·Loxington· oirorntt ... 

· rosumod flight operations ·with a total ot 41 planoa to.king pnn. .. 
in .tho ooai-oh. Origin ot .oporations lnt_itudo io 20' N, .· · ,. 
longitudo 176-50 E, baao oourso enati plo.nea aonrohing in· north 
·and south· 41root1ona. At . 1647 a~l planoa landed abonr4. 
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. · .Tho nrotis .. sonrohod ori l'/ 'July woro botwoon longitudas · · 

· 175-10 E t ·o 176-30 E, l~ti tudos oo 2a• south nnd 2~ 30' north; . 
betwoon longitudos 176-30· to 17'/~8 orist, lntitudos o0 12' . 

'. n~rth and 2-45 north~ botwoen longitudoa 177° 45' onst to 178-18 
. oost, .1:-ititudos o0 12' north an~ io 18'· north. · 

Through the San· Francisco D'ivision of t~e Coast Guard, Mr. 
.·. George Palmer Putnam requested reconnaissance . of the vioini ty 
: longitude 170° east·, latitude oo 09' north for the drifting 

plane • . See ComFranDiv ·8015-2335 and 8017-1234. The Commandant 
Fourteenth. Naval District, in his 0017•1100 roplied that it .was . 
~m~rbottoable · to search area requested and that all the Gilbert 

· Islands ·had ·boen searchod. · 

· · ·Tho Navy Dopartmcnt roques'tod tho Commandant Fourtocnth 
~aval Diotrict~ in its dospatoh 0017•2112, .that boforo tho 
torm1nation of tho soaroh ~n 18 or ·19 July praoticability 
of covering tho al'ea l'/QO oast longitudo ·and . oo latitude. 
Commandant Fourteenth Naval District, in his 0017-1705, 
r:quostod · :recc;>mmendat·ions from Commando1' Dostroyer . Squadron 

· T1~ in regard to tho abovo soaroh and askod whothor or not tho 
&J~rch gro~p had sufficient ruol. Oommandor Dootroyor Squadron 
'I ,n, in .. hia 0017-1944, statod that to comply w1 th tho No.vy . · 
Dc~artmont 's . dosiro 1 t wns noco~sary to prooood irnmodlo.toly at 
rr.".>J ·:~ · ooonomioal spoods and that tho romaindor of tho tontati vo · 
r :. , ~ .. . (' '3 . SC to dulod ror' tho 18th would hnvo to be o.bandonod. 
F ~.n". ~ .. ·.::.:i:. 1or . ono days soarch 1 t would roquiro four a.ddi tional ·. 

· driir~ stoo.nin8 to visit · this aroo., and also thoro was a 
p0~sibility of tho Lexington requiring fuol at Lnhaino. ·1nstond 
o ~· returning diroot to San Diogo as o.uthorizod in hor itinorctry · 
(0017-0955 from Commandant Fourtoonth Na.val Diatriot to tho 

Nnv;r Dop!lrtmont) o.nd o.a roquirod by Chiof ot .No.vcl. Oporcitions 
· 380Q-0945 of .Ju.ly 1937. : Comm.indor Dostroyor Squodron Two, 1n·. 

his despatch . 0016-2045 o.nd 0016-1727 hnd. atatod._that the · 
Loxington group uas ablo to continua its prosont duty ·until 21 

_ July if ~ot ordored ·boyond limits 1740 east, 1° south, thus 
.enabling tho .Loxington toprooood on groo.t cirolo to San .Diogo 
at spood 15, rind tor. tho dostroyors to proeoed to Pearl Harbo~ 
for fuel .and provisions and thence to either San Diego or San · 
Francisco. · ' . 

Commander Destroyer Squadron Two ·QQnsidered the search of 
area o0 l ·atitude, 1700 longitude possible but not practical. 

· Dt1r ing the · evening or 17-18 July trom 0800 to 24.QO Lexington 
and destroyers st·eamod slowly on a westerly o·otirse awaiting . · 

·· instructions from Commandant J'ourteonth Haval District• . At · 
~dnight ori ·l7 J'~y · the Earhart Search Group ,proooodod north 
to carry out tho · final days soaroh in aooor~anco w1 th provious 
plans wh1ob would ·c.ons1at of aenrching oroas oovorod . by rQin 
on 14•15. July nnd · soaroh nddi.tionnl nron to :tho north-oastwnr4. 
Oommnndant Fourtoenth Naval District notified .tho Navy Departmont 
thnt it na .1mpraot1onble to · seo.rQh tho Qroa lqngttude 1'10 B; 
oo l:iti tudo as roqueatod, . and· tho t 1 t would not .bQ aeQrohod · .. . . · 
.unless· otherwise · d1reoto4 . by 1;Jle .De}>(\n!ll>nt •. . · .. -· · · : . , · .. : : · · , 
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· At .' 0659 18· July, the Lexington .commenced morning tlildlt · 
· operat;tons and passed point or origin· (atirm) latitude 2~ 55' rt • 

. longt tilde l 7'1-48 E at 0714, base oourse 450, Search Plan No.l. 
41 planes wer~ sent oft. All aircraft returned aboard at · 
1036. 

·; The: artemoon flight · opera.tions · oommenood at 1~00 trom point 
· ·. "C•, longitude 178° 45 E, latitl:.de 30 48' north, base oourse 

. 45° • .- At 1648 all planes were landed aboard oarrier. 

. . The area covered during the' morning search lios in ' tho 
· rectangles 128rkod by the following points: from longitudo 

1780 30' ·E• latitude lQ 36' N to longitude 17&0 28' . E, latitude 
. 3° 32' ·N, longitude 1770 22' E, lnt1tude 40 48' to longi·tudct -·---~- .. :·. :~. 

179° 30' E, lati t':ld_e 20 38' N, along line ot boaring 0450 T. . ' . · · · 

. During tho ·ortornoon the tollowing was aoarohGd: From -
. longitude 1778 35' E~ latitudo 4o ·35• N to longitude 179° 38' 
E, ltltitude 2 35' N; longitude 1780 30' E, latitudo 50 30' N 
to lonei tude 1 ?90 30' E lnti tudo 3o 30' N. . 

f • 

· Aftor tho c;:,mplotion or tho· soaroh on 18 July, tho Earhart . 
S~aroh Qroup p~ooedod tcward Hawaiian croa. tho Loxingt~n onr~ute 
Sun Diogo, courso ·052, spood 15 lm6ts. vin gront oirolo courso • . 
::1U~s1J1G nonr Oahu. and tho dostroyors · Droyton,. Lamson o.nd 
r--u~ hl.ng onroute Poarl Harb::>r tor :ruol, provisions, and voyage 
roi;1.:ilrs. 'The 2000 .position on the 18th was lon.gitude 179-52 
t1, lat-itude s0 55' N. " . ·. 

· The DraYton had been ass'igned restrieted availability at 
'Poarl Harbor .Yard tar repairs to port H.P., turbine throttle 
(Havy Department despatch 0017-1408). · · · .· · 

· ·The Lexington group reported to Oommnnder-1n-Ch1et, u. S~\ 
Floeti· for duty by Oomm11nder Destroyor Squadron Two despn_toh 
0019• 100 .t'rom position longitude 1760 50' W, latitude 70 
14' .N, at lBOO zone plus eleven and. one-ho.lf' time, pJ.ving o.a o · · 
tontativo ' itinerary: (l) Lexington prooeod di root San Diogo; 
arriving 30 July 1937. (2) Oommo.ndcr Dostroyor Squadron Two• 
in Lv.mson, O~mmQl\dor Doa·troyor Division Throe in Drayton, o.n4 

·oushing prooeod to Poarl H"..rbor, arriving lo.te 23rd er oarl7 · . 
24th, ruol, provi~ion and oocplote Toyngo ropo1re. dopa*·_t 26th. 

· arrive S11n Dioso . l August. · ·. " . . · · .. 

This 1t1nornry nad ·approvod by the Oora.mo.nder-tn•Chiot; in 
~is d ospQ tob l:,ll 9•1710 ,· Md tho "Lox ington Group" ordorocl , 

· cUsoonttnued as ot tho hour .of' ho1st1n6 . Oommo.ndor Doatroyor 
s:iundron T\70 .ponnant ·1n Lamson. . . ' 

. . . 

' · .. : . " 

. . 

· Atl'<>Oonll. lul.1 Oomr!llnd•r Dcatroyor S;.\U'l4ron Two bOiatod his · · 
pe~nt tn the Lamson and th• ~onl'Ob organization waa ~onilincitod. "· .. 
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.SUMMARY OF · .,ERATIONS • . 
/ 

Tile following summary . is submitted showing the area. in 
sq~are miles searched by the Earhart searoh group sinoe 11 July • . 

(a) Square miles oovered by L~xington airoratt: 

1:5 July ••••••••••••••••• • il;324 square miles 
14 July ' ' 

···········~····· 
27;571 square mile.a· 

15 July •••••••••••••••••• 26;0Q0 square miles 
16 J:W.y · . ~ ..............• 29;195 square . miles 
17 July .. 

·······~········· 
' 27 ;652 square miles 

' 18 Jull 29i764 sgunre miles --
•••••••••••••••••• 

Total.~ ••••••••• ~•••••••••••• 151,556 ·-
. D.uring the .time flight opero.tions were in progress~ the 

Lexington, Drtlyton, Lo.mson o.nd Cushingmainto.ined n lookout in 
addition to thnt kept by airoro.tt. 

It ·will be noted in Senroh Plnns One D.nd Two that n destroy~~ 
wns stn tione<l na · plQtle guo.rd ·on ea.oh bonm dis tent 60 miles. 
T~o third dostroyor wns l,ooo· ynrds on tho . port qunrtor or tho 
onrrier. · '. . · . · ., 

In aurnmnrizing aonroh oporationa, a ton mile front may bo 
:issumod for the Lexington o.nd tor tho two plono gU11rd 4ostroynra 

· on <'1ch boo.m. Arter soo.roh oporo.tiona ·by ni.rcrntt woro completed, 
tho1·0 .wore still . ·two to t~eo hours or da.yligbt ' stocuning. 

. . . 

' : It wtlS ns'sumed thtit while noting QS pla.no gunrd on tho 
port qunrter ot tho OQrrior .tho nron sonrohod by tho destroyor 
thoro stationed would be includod 1D tho tront socirohod by 

. tho Loxington. · · 
I 

(b) . Arotl in llqunro miles senrohod by . 

DATE r • ' 1 • , LFXINGTON LAMSON DRAYTON 
l2 JUly ,. . . ,. . . . 2550. . ; 900* ·600• 
13 July '. . . . ' . . . 1480 . ; ~ 1480 1480 . . 

,. ,.· ... ,; '.' 
14 July ' I • '.· ; ' . ,· . • 1440. . . . 144P 1440. 

. ' ' 

l~ July 1440 - . Carrior duty 1440 
16 Jul 1 . . ' 1520 " • . ·1520 

. 1'1 July ' '" · 1440 . " " . 1440 
18 July ! , 1650' ' " ' " ·, •, 1650 
Tot iii • ..•.• , • •··. •. • • • .-• 11, 520 . 3-~820 · .§, 570· 

·~ CUSHINO 
1680* ... · 

· carrier 
. duty · 

. i .. Carrier · 
· ~uty 

1440 ' 
. 1520 .· 
··.1440 
.1650 . 

* Dostroyor8 tuele4 tr.om Colorado thus 11-i, ting ctaylight aonrobe .. 
• ' • • ' . • ~ . . ... · • • ' • . ' . ....~---~ : .• ~~.- J t' '• • . • ~ i . • ··, ~ • .. i . .. ·; . ' .... 
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1 

; • 1 ., '', •• ,, ,.. "° '.;,,".,:--~' • :;~, ~·· • ..... ' , . f ,•',; 1 . ( ( 
~ '. ,. ". \ ' .. .,.' . .. '; : : . ... ' 

. ' ,: . . ; ... · . 

.. ~ ' ·,' 
·' ·' 

·. ' . .. •. ., .. ~ , .. , I ~ ,· j ' .J', .. ·1 • I ' f • • ~ ; ' : ' ' 't •:"> · It '. I.'"; 

.. · :f t •' . ., .. l''. 

. . '·, 

\ -~ :. .. ~ ~ 

'> '·. 
~~ ~ . ' 

~ .-· : ' ' • ' ~I . 

·;. 

.· .. ·~ '· . 

. ·. ~·~·~ 
'H 

. l 
. ' ... 

4}' 
{; ···. ·-· -

. ' .. 

'· 

' • . 

~· ' 

. -' 



.• 

M ... _ . _____ _ 

-~----·--···----------~·* . t 
() .. . . . 

. . · (o.) . ITASCA ·· E-sti~tod ton miie . tront during dnyligbt sGQroh. 

. ' 

. . 

.DATE 
· 11 JUiy 
12 July 
13 July 

14 July 

. 15 July 

.· 16 July 

SO,UAM MILES 
l900 

.1700 
500 Senrohod Arorni and 

Tamnna Islnnds• 
SOO Searohod Kurio, 

Nru1ouk1 Islnnds • 
500 Enrouto and T1a1tec1 

Tnrawn. 
1900 Enroute Howlon4 and 

.-.-.~ ...... ---------------------. ........ .-:r~o-l~oa.aea. Tot.QI •••• • ............ • ',3oo square mil~s 

(d) SWA?I' • 

. II JU!y 1100 
12 July 1000 
·13 July 1000 
14 July / · .eoo Visited Nukunnu 
15 July : 800 Visi tod Poru & . 

Onntn. 
16 JUly · ·. · 1000 : Vis1 ted Taputouoa 
· · • .. & Honuti. 

· 'rotiil • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . IS, '100 square miloe 

(e) Summary tor surtaoe ~essels · ainoe 11 July -

·· Lexington • .• _ ••••••••••••••••••••. 
Lamson ••••.•••••••••••••• ••. _...., 
Drayton •.• • • •••••• • •• ~ ••• •• ••• . 

. Cushing •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Itasca •••••••••••••••••••••• 

, swan ······•••••••••••••••• . Toti! by .surraoe orart ... ~ ........ . 

11;520 
3;820 
9;570 
'1•730 , 
7;300 
5,700 

46,640 

square miles 
" " 
" " "' " 
" " .. " 
it H 

(f) Prior' to 11 July, the tollov.i.ng area, in· sq.Ul1re miles, is . 
· estlimted by thia command to havo been o_overed during daylight .·.·. 
by thoColorado and her two planes, the Itasca o.nd Swan: 

" 

(1) . By sur·raoe vessols: . . 
ColOrQdo . 6-12 Julf •••••~••••••••••••• 

· Itnsoa 2-10 July · (inoluaiveL •·••••~•••• 
. swan 5-10 .July (1nolus1 vol , • • ••• " .1 •• •• 
Totil •••••••·•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• . 

(2) By Ooloro.do plcanea - ·. 

···~······~·······~···· 

. . .. 

... 1& -
. . , • 

·. . . 

10;090 
. 29;130 . 
· " 9e950 

,...,~ ......... ~ ..... - .... :. .... + ... ...... _ .... .... '· ... . ~-7 . 4_..~ ... . .:1..-,-~-J,,....- .. ...,. - . - ........... ... - · .-··· .. ., ...... _· .... :.... .... ::...:.~. :-... --'~----.-....~-""'-~- ~_._,._~!!!!111"..,q 
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(G) Final SUJmlUU"J tor all oporQt1ona as dotorm1ne4 by this 
oommo.nd -

(1) By surtnoo iossols prior to ll Jul.7 
-BY surtaoe TOssols ll•lS July . 

(2) By nirorntt 

Total· .by aurtace Tesaola · 

- Lox1%J6ton 
• Oolorndo 

Total b7 a1roratt ..... 

49;'.1,60 
45j640 
§4,eOO· 

. 151•556 ' ' .. 15j 925 
167,ial . 

(3) Grand total . ••••••• • •• • .-. , • ... ••• ••••. ·a&i!,281 aqmro miloa, 
or tho · oquiwlon~ ot. a . ~O .m1lo aquoro. · · · · 
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100 
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180' 

l~O · 

180 :' .. 

" 1'77 I 

. · · 176 I 

l'/6 . I . 
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·, .·. 

.. ' .' ... 
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· , ' 

89& 1.a 
168 .o •• . 

"180 o.s 
' 09'1 . .. . 0~5 . . . ... . ' 

353 o •. ~ 
276- • " o.& 
238 . : .~ 0.9 

None· . .. 

' 257 1~1 

337 0.4 
... 

102 o.e 
oe1 2-.0 

242 o.s 
295 o.e 

1 • . '' . l '16i . 324 
. • Doubtful • bel1eTe4 to be error ·1n D.R~ . 
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Vootor average fit final sixteen _.ob.aer1'ltloba 1• . o •• 5 knot1 . 
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Loxtngton Group,· 
· U .s.s. Loxingt:>n, nasship. 

Enrouto Hauniian Area• 
20 J'Ul.y 19~7 ~-

· Oommnndor Lexington Group. . ... \ 
The Commnndont, Fourtoonth N~val Distriot~ . . 
Report. ot Et\rh~I·.t S<mro~ , . tonmr<ling. 

~ '· ' 

(A) Annox "1'.", Eetimtlto and Dooieion, 
Comdooron Two. · .' · 

· !iB)l . Annox "B" ,Nnrr~ti ve or 5C::t1rob1 Loxinston Groupe 
Annex "C"; .\.or~logical Datn. .. . . . . I _ · · 
,\nnox "D", Lexinston Roport or Earho.rt Soo.rch 
Opcrntions. · · · · 

(!) :a.ppendix "A", Cho.rt Photostat - · F.urhnrt Flight 
· Int"onnQti~n. · . . 

U') kppon<l!x "B" t Chart . Pho.tostcit • Trr.ot Chnrt .· 
Earhtrt Soaroh, u.s.s. LoXitlBton nn<l att~ohod 
niror~ft& 

(G). Appondix "C" 9 Chart Photostnt - Tho Earhart 
Sonroh )'Shotring trnoks or a?l · vossola . · 
partioip:-.t~). · · · 

(H) Appondix "D" - Photostats - Sonrch . Pl~n #1, 
and #2 • . 

(I) la.ppondix "E" - · Enrhc.rt Sonrch PlottlllG Shoot, 

l. Jumexos r.n<l p.ppondic os c.ro submi ttod he.rowi th as 
· tormins as oociploto o. ropo~t as possiblo .on oporo.tions ·ot tho .­
.Laxington SJ;"Oup, · o~sisting of L~xinc,-t:)n n1.th .k.ircraf't Squo.dr:lnl · 
VS-2, VS-3, VS•4, VS-41, . VT-2 nnd VB-4 . ombarkod• of Conln~ndor 
Dostroyor Division Threo in Drayton~ · nnd Lnmson·nnd Cushing, · 
durinG tho poriod 4 to 18 July, 1937, inolusivo, ahc1 ot acaroh 
oporations ot tho ·U.s.s • . swan nnd u.s.c.o~ It\lscn .r1hilo 
sorv1Il{; undor Commnnder Lexington Grcup durinr, tho poriod 
11-1& .July 1937.· . . . . . . . . ·' . . . . . 

2. · .ln .' otf'ort. has boon lllQc!o to confino tho subatanoo ot 
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. t,. . ~·, 
.~i 

. !~ 
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. : , •. ~_ .. : 
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i" 

··· this rop :'rt to ronttors or t'.lct rathor thc.n opinion, · 
" '. 

. " 

.. ·. ' ' . 

· 3. ·. Traok ohort t~~olngs nro '. boinG rorr.o.r<lod undor --. · 
.sopnrnto .covor.- . __ ,. . .,..-- ··· ·:..:-- ---··. · · . ·· . : . · · . 

• ' -.--:- • • •• - • . .. • • .1 .' • ' ' 

'.• 4. ·· ·Tho' ,portcrmnnoe ot . duty by tUl ·utii. ta oonoornod '70.i 
· m;oollont. , · . . / 

Tho oxpodi tioua o.n4 · ort1o1ont aorviooa · renClorod by. tho .- . · 
Fourtoonth Navnl. District, tho Fleet Air BQso, Co~ndor Hinoore.tt, 

· tll'lt1 Ooou:nnclor submnrino Squo.aron s1z _1._ proparct1on tor tho . . : _ . 
· aonroh oporati o~•· ~ro sroatly approoia tod·· . ·.--· _ . 

' .. 
i '· 

. ·, .. 

. . .. 1. · s. D~woll - · . .. I I I o ' 

I ; ~~, ... ,.... .. ... · ..i1,...1fl0ili·1--·-·--.. ·-·_,., ... · ----·-· --------·--·-:.. ___ ,_. _ . ...... ~~~:::i!!!""!ji· R~ii~' ' 
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MJlf&OOI06L J>ATA 

oaoo ~ 1»00 ia lUl7 . 
. ·.. OYoroaat llldea w1 th ho~ . re.in oontinuod. nurtnoo winds wore lfaat . · I 

North Ea.st aa to :m knot•• rf1nda nlon JWtt · Ibrth Eo.3t 26 knots. V1.a1bW'7 
was 1"nir o.t t~s oxoopt cturins haavy showon. Alto Otrntua and Clnllu . · . 

/ were the predotlinntine olouda. Oh:lp's position 070 18' n • 1720 09• •·-· · ·/ 
//' Prcaoure 29.75. ~~·~!n~uro ~01 1'llm1dit7 m", Sen. Ttnp. fMO• aurtaoe . . 

1 
• 

wind ror one Jdn. uuuu E.tr.x. lv 1mota. . · ·i . 

1200 ·- 1600 1a M7 I. 
i 

' ' . . ' ' " ' ' ' ~ - . 
· OYeronat ald~a lfith rnln nt1U provalled nt noon• a Alto strntwl with · · ii. . 

8 OUtlUl.UBo Stirto.OEl \dnds lft)re East NorthBnst<trl.7 20 to 25 kllata. 81,0 . . ·· .t: 
humidity Sa/$. Son Terlp • . &&0 at 1450. min atoppe4. l:braocter began to · :~ 1 .. 

· toll rnther rap1dl.Y dl'oppina .o? to .oa 1n 3 hour pcr1o4 lowest boramta . ti . 
· ag.ea. sq beoruno brolmn with high an4 low •«klttered oloua. "ft.a1bll1'7 . ,, 

improved trcu ta!r to 6004• · · · ··'.1 · 
1eoo • aooo u ~- · · ~ 

. Ol.ouc!i to partl.7 olouq •ldea1_ w1th 1ntem.1t1~nt mdornt• showers, owmiu·:· ~- ·. 
building nl.l the tinloe no lU1T.U t7P8 OU11Ul.ua wre noted. Jtodora.to ahowr 

· o·oouro4 at 1745 arid lasted about 15 minutoa, · another shower at 211& laat1na; 
& minutest. sq beonJ:JO broken olosinG 1n and booCl.llJ.nG overonat · o.t ~!tl 
8hortl7 arutr tl14••n1ght .a modernto ohower oocniro4 l.n.oting at lonat ono- 1 . 
hour. Slq broko oiiL4 beonzno pnrtl7 oloud)t with hid\ and low aonttered olcuda . 
Romn1n1n8 bro~n tmtll oaoo. n.icht oporu.tioua wre held •hortl.7 aner · ' 
o~. . .. . . 

. . aooo u . .1Ul.1' to oeoo u' .1\117 · " 
sq rcmflininll olou47 with anen tantha ot OWlmlua tin4 a-tenth.a ot Alto ·. 
st~tua. lJodornto rO.in •i}~O obaonod nl.ona the hor1son at irre~ . 
1ntervol.s1 with OilO ot ·lieht 1ntona1t7 po.anitl(; the ahip 1'145-176'1. · .. · · 
Tho OUtlUl.WI was l<,,.voriM \vi.th V<>%7 1't1Ge84 under aurtaoos nnd noo~panlet 
with TirCB tornnt~~on. Vls1bll1t1 Co04• Jlootll' undoairnble tl7.1na -' · ·. . . ·. 
wa,her. ourto.oe 'r1n4 aton41 at 18 to 19 knot.a ha& x.N.I. . · 

0000 .to 1600 13 ~ . . 

Shl~•s PQD1t10n 010 ·5a · ·1.,.,0 w. f11t time • .. " . · - · · · . . · . · · ·. · 
Variable a~. during the nicht with a larao atlOUnt ot-high an4 1nteme41att · 

· alouda ot .o.11 types. J'roqUent l.ie;ht lU1d modexiate aqunllf!t both 'betore .·. 
Gnd atter m1dnigb.ta timo• ano • aiaa (light) 0018 - 1143 (modo:rnte). . ' . ' 
Vpper olouda wre proYDJ.ent While tho l.owor t7P0a wro well broken with · . 

· oooaa1onal 1Ar91 1maoa • tll4crsurfnoe ot low .olcuda wu w17 1'06804 · an4 . i.1 ' 

· usoo1nte4 'w1tll moh wrsa. T1a1bll1t7 wrr goo4 ezoep\ re4uoe4 .al16ht~ .' 

~~.:~!f-1~~~~~~,~~~·:I\ · 
. ' . -1• ,". ' . . ' . 

.; . . " ·. i· ' . .. . . ' ' . : ·-. : . 'f .. ' '" .. . ... .,, . · ~ 
, j. ~ 1'.:- ~ .. ! ~ ... .. j '. ~ -~ ~· •• •• ••• • : • -t··.!~:~'~·~-~. \.! .. _~~.:_· .. ~·:.\ -~·1· ' 

- .. ..,,._ ,..~-I ... ~. •· ;-.J ',,.'.' • ~ -- .. --- -~ • 
~~~ -~--'-----~-~ 
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tell ott
0

oona14ernbl• ·at:tor sunr1ae. W1n4 SSB 9 knot•I ~it ••90• 
Temp. 81 1. Jlal41t7 88';$1 Sea Temp • . 8'0J>.w poi'tLt 77 • 

1600 13 .lul.7.• 0000 1• Jui7 
' . ' . 

' aloud omoWit remninod oon..C"Jte.nt nll dll7 . ~t ·tho lmr olou48 wre· , · . · · 
Tnrinl>lo, ·at tinom reductine to two .and throe .tontba along tho horima. · 
Fro<1uont ro.in 8'1,UO.]ln intonnit,- panain£; the abip at 1307 to 134'1. '. 

· V1s1bllit;r Tery goo41 . exoopt roduoed s11.Vlt17 dur~howr perlo4. . · 
Winda ''°re gontle ~.u.:1. ·~4 South EruJter17, ew · e-10 knot•. · 
Baror.ioto~ 29.eu. 1~ • . 9401_ E'l.uddit;r '13f.. Jl8w point 9 • Gn4 Sea Tmp. 
830. Oroaaocl equator at 16au. at 1'17 OG w. Long. . · ·: · 

' . 

Sh1p'o poa
0

1t1on 010 11' li. 1?;0 15g• B. · · . . ' .. 
Variable aq d~ thO nicht .,·11th 1ntomo41nto tuaJm nn4 atrnto oumuiu. 
·:rew oucul.WI oontimdnG alone tho horizon. Clou41nooo 1no:roaa1ng •low.1.7 

· botore 0000. V1s1b111t7 'YOV.f ·cood throu{Jhout tho n!Ght. :Jurtrioe win4• · 
ner!ne to tho s.5.E. and o.dooroaoina 1n -.eloo1ty to lS nn4 5 knots, 
botwoen m1cb\1c;ht end 0400. lnronoter 29e'lle ';.'mtp. m.01 Dmr point 740. · 
I?u:a.141t7 'tgS$. Son Tmp. 530. Oooon surtnoe without MU, . lNt al~~ 

. ohoppr due · to w1n4 1n1'luonoe. · · . · . · . . . 

1600 14 ~ - 0000 16 J\&17' ·I . 

· Ship's poa1i1on 010 38• H. 1'190 DG' 'ff~ · : · · ·-- . · .. . . . · · · ._. . · ~ 
Tarinblo oloudinoaa . 4ur1na tho Jd.eht w1 th upper nnd lom>r olowta. Oumul.ua · .'. 
u before,· oontinu.od to move narc.ca the · t1Gl.4 ct via ion. 1n 'Vnrinble amounta . ~.~ 
and YnrioWI s1zo olouc1a. 7roquont min aqunl.l.• were obaonat nlons the .·. l · 

· hor1zou • w1 th ono passing the ship at 0345-0'1.D. A lnrGI wll ooloro4 . · . ·~ · . 
. rainbow woa oboene4 at 0?40. V1s1b111t7 vory soo4 re4uoo4 al~tlT 4ur!ng i 
the rain aquall•. ltoatl.1' ave~ tlT'.JlB ,ft')athor • boooaS.ns undesirable at ·i 

· . ·. tima 4ue to law olou49 an4 •h01'1ane surtnoe wind• . ~iabl• at sunMtt · · ' 
" beoomlns ws, stoa47 at 18 an4 1& klu)ta. Bnromoter unatoad7 at •·~.s ~ · · · · 
· · eratun at~ at 9101 DeW point va•, aea temp. a&• an4 h1111t«t.v ~· · · 

. . ·' 1800 ·~ ~ • · 1eoo 18 ~. · .. : < · .> · ~" ": . · .. : :· .~ ~1~ · ~ 
~b1• olou41na•• ·aurtns the ·~ wi. th · oo:u.umibie · hi&h oiouUmas. · .. .. , ~ 

·sa- ·ot. th• olmaa 9pp...n4 \o '- .~~or \he pirie '4oa ft9 ·: 1: .. 
! : . . ... . • ' · ., : • . i 

---- .. .. . ~ ,, ..... fl• ........ " .; .. . ..... ~ . ..... :· .'. ·"··:.·.~ .... ·.)_.~ :. ~ ... :...:. ... ,.,,: • ._.:;.·"' ~ •. ~.:'. ~ .. ..'..:~.'.:'.:'~'•, .. ~'~ti*' .. .,·w:ll . 
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>' ' ' . . .· . . . ·. . · - · :·~ 
the topa ·ot tho etumulua. heqtiont rn1n aquolla wore obaona4 at ~1nit · ,;·t 
41otanooa ~the •tlf with ho ·paa:11ng tho ohip; .One at 0006-0813 an4 .i.·· .. 

.. a henvy squall . from 0-1330. TM uind inoreaac-4 oona14~rnb17 durina . · .~~f 
theao ariuol.la at ts.a roaohin8 27 an4 30 knots. othorwiae tl-.e · aurtnoe · ·. i~'. 
wind renn1no4 tnirlf_ constant t'ron the J:l~ and 'telocitiea at 1'1•20 knot•. . i~ . 

. Prossure tell atend1J.7 all da:y but now lewle4 ott at. 29.GS. Tep· .. . \mstea~ 1 · 
&boft eo0 ud · droppinB below a>Ont tim&a ot aqunlla •· San tmup. ooruste.n\ .;ff. 
at 84°'.r• lbdclit7 followed the re6\llar Ynrint1on, but ner.np abou' ~- · 

1600 '16 Jul7 - 0@ 1'1 Jul.7· .. 
~ .· " · Pnrtl;t. Glo'1c17.·oldea with beth h1&'1 and low ol.Ouds Ol Clnd Alto strot~ 
~.·· : prodot11n.o.t1ng 1n enrl.7 ewnina about 2000 tho A ST 41ae1~'lto4 o.n4 OI. 
t · . nnd OU roma1no4 . thro\lBhout tho nic,ht. Ono abowor nt 0320 1;o om. T1ol-

. b111t7 tciU to eood durin3 ent&re .J>Orio4. Surtnoe w1n4 ~ 1n ISB; . 
· . . 10 to 18 lalot!r w1n48 ol.ott ~torl;r · 23 knota 1n ~r lDftlMe Bnro•tel' · 

.. . 29.661 Teal>• ~o ~. · . · -- . . 

. . 
' 

I , 

" · 

l 

0000 17 lu17 • 1&00 lG lul.7 • 
. Shi~*s p~it1on oa0 nG• U·- ·1'15°4?• x. . . :. . . . . " . . . 

Sld.ea ·recnimd pnrtly· cloud7 \11th A S'l ia.nd OU predomlntit!ns. CUculua ~ 
·· booominG WGl1 b:rokon nrtor Iddnir)lt ;-r1t'h clouds ot :vnrioUD toms, drln1ng & 

. aorosa .the t1old ot Tin1on. Light to moctorate 1ntorm1ttent rn1n squo.J.la .. · ~ ~ . 
·trom 0300 - 0515. ni,irta.oa wind ramninod ·in too .I and ESB, nwrrie!M 17 . \\{ 
knots with cuata to ao nn4 2~ knot& during tho tiqunll por1od8. Tislbllity . ;i 
8004 _Md vo~ cood• Ter::q>. CU I rocluoinG Yc)r'/ al.1Ghtl.7 dur!.nG tho niGht• \ 
Dow point '74 .• m.nl11.d.1t7 unDtoad7 00 and 901-. 3en Temp. M. Barcl.."leter. 29.VS. ~J 
Bnrocraph trnoo aiahowed tho rogulur diurnnl. ohnneo 'd th no umwunl tluot- ~ 
untiona, oX()opt tor a · nlit~ht unotoo.dln4oa 4ur1ni the min aquall•t ·lJJ'O-' . . :£ 
ba'M- due tO ·:~ .. ei~v ·winds · · · . . · · : · . ·.. · '.I 
~ t;.....,u., • . . . "; f 

. lG00 .. 1'1 Jul7' - 0000 18 ~. ' . J 
. Partly o'loud7 ·anel oloud7 skies entire ~ .with crumulWI prodomina tlne; ant . fi 

· hich. o.l.uda ot tl1e ox, cmJT nnd A OT torna visible to the south M4 
enat and 1no:reaaln3 aradunl.17 utter 0000. Lisht rnin squall• YiDible ~ 
at t~a 1n the 41.ato.noea to tho s:s. Via1b111ty ~i,.· goo4. Awrnge 81,.,_ng . ' 
waathor. Bnrnnw't4ar tnl.1 stondlly 1n o.ooord.nnoo w1 th the recular cllurn41 .. 
.OhnnOl j noi.t aaadins 29.G&e 'l'ontt>Ol'Cltur. T81'7 atoo.q .4urina the 4ny at ea0~ ;$ . 
Daw Poin' ?6· • Dm141t7 unstoa47 betwon 00 an4 ~. Sea. temp.roma.1necl l 
oon8kllt. •' iu.o. · . '. :i§ 

0800-1000 ~ 18. 
1 · Ghlp'• position C)34t oo• •· ~ 171°'9'. •· '_ · · . . . . ... . · · · · · · · 
.li~ · Partl7 olouq to . cweroaat aldes, with· muoh hiSher an4 intermediate· , . 1 • 

. ·, oloudlno•• and with 1:roquont paaainG ahowora .and J'O.in . squall• after . . " 
,\ · · · 0410 laatinG until 0620. : A diatinoi oold tront po.asMO oooured at . · ·. · : 
. n 0330 1 aooompailie4 with .• oo. rise ot the bftro.,,,_to.~,_ e0 ~ 1n tempero.tua • ! . 
,:\1 · gwrt7 w1n4a and Wr7 haaT7 abowi-.· oon,1nuins un~ll 0600. ~ ahoWr •· .. · ., 

mm OGlO to. OGIO · na li£h' an4 appaanUT .• JOa' tzoatal pm4••• h · . 
~'. 1 · --·"*. . . .. .; 
"~ · . " . ' • ~: .... . 

-.. 4 ri • /,I I ~•-. .-.--_;4 · ~ I •• /'. / : " • •io'"..., '1 _ _. , , , •• ,.. ;.;... , .' , .... ~ ..... . .., .• • -· ;j , .-,1 ~ · '_ • . , ·,_ .,. .._ ' ':,1'', • 
o-'• I • " ~ llo _. . .... . .. ,, ... ~ .. ..... -.,;, .;!.:..-'#·,', _., ,. ,.,o , \ •: •• , 1'\,l -~ ".•'' T~,,...,. . 
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·· · ·: ~ndi tioria at tllllee other than tho. trontnl pci#aase are·• cui tollow 1 
· Bo.roi"!lOtor 29.ao1 temp. · mo;· DeW point VGOJ . hum141t7 tmatea47 between 

06 . and ~~. surtaoe wind a~udy bet\lioon 15 t .-o 20 ·knot• tram the ean 
and :&3E. . . ' ·. ' ' ' ' . ' . . . '.·' ' '' ... 

. . ' . . . ,· . . 
· · ·1000· to en4 ot aoaroh, '18 My. 

. . 
I . 

·. Slcy- oond1t1on ~oduOina· to partl.7 oloud)' nnd rsraoJ.nina .·o0natnnt . ·.·. ·. -
1

; .. 
1 

throuehout ·tho day t ui~h oumulua I p1-edotd.nnt~ and a tew tentlUI · . ' . 
ot into~diato .and uppor .olouda T1a1ble· to tho East and nouth iaat• · ;· 
.Very .cood v1.a1bll1t7 nnd "ith surtnoe wind stea4)• at ~ 10 ·to 17 Jmou,. · 

· anro~nph trnoe ohowd an unatoaq t.raoo during th.oJ-47• now · · ·r 
rend.ins 29.66. Temp. unsteo.q nt ea~. Dcnr Poid 96 • ·1lm141'7 ' 
umateaq bcWften 9G an4 &&, Sen tempel'aiui-e M. . . . . . . · · · 
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REPORT OF F...:JUL .. RT SEi.RCH .OPE&'a.'l''IOHS 3 - 18 JULY 193? 

l. Irt a.ccorda~ce ·with de~pntch · orders from the Navy De- · 
partment ru1d · rrom Commo.nder 4\.ircrcft, Battlo Force," the u.s.s. 
Lexington depnrteid from San tu · Barbaro at 1650, 3 July 1937, 
nrri ving· at S6.n Pedro nt 2:300 • 3 July 1937. }>repa.:ro.tions · ·\1e1·e 
·begun · to conduc.t a. search for ,i.melia F.arhnrt •- Fuel . a.nd stores · 
\Zere· received during the night. _ 1Jpon completion of fueling at 
0605, 4 ·July, .the LEXINGTON departed tor coronad·o Roads to re- ·. 
oe.ive· squodrons · •. -:· -· ; · · . · · · · · . 

· 2. I~ the menntirae, by order of Commender Aircraft, / 
Battle. Force,. the following squadrons, uhich uere temporarily · 
based on shore, at ·, the Navnl .Air Station, san Diego, Ccl1forn1c 9 . 
m.ade the necessary preparot ions for emba.rka. tion: · · · 

. VS Squc.dron 'I\10 
VS Squadron. Three 
VS Squadron Forty-One . 
VS · S.quadron Forty-'l\ro 
VT Squadron T;10 

·· VB Squ~dron Four 

Officers o.nd men · of these squadl'Ons '7ere reco.iled -i'rou '-shore. .: '°. 
leav.;! .:arid liberty. T.he plc..nes r:ere prcpo.red to fly_aboa.rd Q.nd 
a lighter \"ins . loaded ui th baggage an.d spares. · · ··~ 

. ' 

. 3. Tho . LEXING'l'OH arri vcd at :coronndo Rotlds at 1048, 4 
July 1937. The lighter wit~ squad:on pcrsonnol ·and bngt;age was 
immedi citely brought alongside a.nd unload in& ~JO.S effected QS · . 

rapidl! Cl~ ~QSS1blci. 
--

4. In. compi'io.nco · u1 th '. OPN; .. v de spa tch-- Octo4" - i200, 
Cop to.in J •. s. Do-well, U. s. Navy, CWilO un board the LEOliG'roN 
nnd took command ot tl~e L~INGIDN Group ~hi ch .then consisted 
of tho t,ollo\7.l.ng vossols: 

LEXING'roN 
L.~iSON .. . . 
D&'~YroN . 

.... :.__ .... .; 

Tl;e destroyers CUSHING · t·.!~d PERKINS t7ora directed· by Commander 
Dost;royor Squndrons, Soou tlng Force, -· to fuel and provision ·at 
San Podro and join _ the LEXINGTON Group . lnter. · · 

- . . . . . ' . 
· · Mr·. Paul Brook, I:1torr.1ationnl No\1S Service Reporter, . 

. oame on hoard the · LEXIUGTON in . aoc9td4ttco 111 th .OPN.".V dospatch 
lOv~ - ls~a ·· 

{ .• ' ' I ' 
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5 • . T: e .I.E:ClNG'roN; L'.MSOH , . and 'DR (~YTON departed from ' 
qoronado F.(Jads c. t l .?.58, 4 July 1937. • The foll0\.7ing r:gua.d- . 
rons ~11th plonos as indicated l:lclot'l uoic rocoivod on tonrd 
the J.F.X!NG.TCN ~· . . . .. · . 

SQ.tr iJJEQli .. GOI1l·~t'..:.i~!1! NG OFl"ICER !!0 • pi,,·Ji~ T"l7E 
VT-2 ·Lt .. Comdr. Sinton . 'J Ft~- · 

v~-2 Lieut. D.F. :..m1i th .. · . . , 11 SBU 
VS-3 Lt. Co: :dr.. L!ncMahon ·g SBTJ 

, VS-'41 ·. · Lt.Cor.idr. Taylor 14 SBU 
' ·VS··42 Li6Ut. Hoskins 9 SU-4 

VB-4 L~.Comdr. Ros~all 10 BG-1 
Lexington 
Utility Llc.ut•(jg) Carver . l 03U-3 

One pl cine, Uo. 4-B-4 eo·uld not lo\10r 1 ts hoo~ and hc.d to ro­
.. turn t~ san Diego. This plo.no \Hls nccompc.nicd by plane No. 

4-B-7. ·Repairs t ·o· the hook \7cre effected and both planes . · 
· · returned 'to the !..EXINGTON. Liout.(jg) George L. Hutchinson; 
u.s.N~ dovolobcd serious illness nnd uas transferred from 
tho LEXING'roN to · the Nnval Hospl to.l, &in Diego, via. tho · 
U. S·. S. Chandler n t 1620, ·. 4. July 1937 • .. · . . · 

5 •. Duo to ongino troublo tho dostroyo r FERKIUS ~c.c un­
nblo to Join the LEXING'roN . Group~ but thu CUSHING joined 
about. 10 miles south of Chino. Point o.t 1845, and tho Group · 
proceeded to ·. tho Hnwciiian Islands. . . · . 

' ' ' . . ... ' 

7. : ;rn Qo~ordanco \71 th . cuieu:S doapo.tc:h 0106 - · 1225 tho 
Commo.ndor or tho 14th Na.vo.l District \10.S directed to £.lSSur.10 
charge ot so6rch ·oporntions. · · 

- . . ' 
8. The LEXINGTON· nrriv'cd at,, Laha.ina Roo.ds at 1146, 8 

July 1937 and the destroyers arrivod nt Honolulu tho swno 
dny. · · · · 

· 9 ·~ CnptQln · Doucll o.nd Captain Noyo:s of tho LEXiNG'roN 
floo to Pccirl Harbor via Floot -kir Basa Patrol Plano ford 
confcrcnoo · \71.th Commandant, 14th No.vo.l . District, rogo.rding 
tho conduct ·or . tho search.- . . , · . . , . 

. ' 

. · .· 10. il1 ·.vcs~ols uorc ruolc'd to capo.city. nrtd ptov1s1oncd, 
In addition the LEX.ING'R>N. roocivcd o.be>u-~ 11,000 gallons ot 

. aviation gasoline. · ,. · . . . · · .. · " . · . 
\ ' ' . ' ' I ' ' ·~ 
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· 11~ 1:r. Churl.cs Mounce of the United Press rind Mr. 
FArl M. r1e1 ty Of the 1'.ssoci o.tod Press no.me on boo.rd tho . 

· LEAUTGTON by authority or ·th.:) Navy Department • 

. 12. The LEXINGTON Group re-assembled nnd departed 
· fron Lo.hoino. Rotlds for the Houland Island ;~c.:i at 1515, · 9 . . . · . 

. ' 

' 

July 1937. 

13. i.N~YSIS OF PL'.NS li'QR THE SE,'~CH 

. Manifestly it ~o.s not possib~o to search more 
thnn n limi tcd nreo. of the PC.cif ic ·Ocean. .Thcrefo re' a 
study of nll a.vo.ilable information m1s mo.de to dctcmine 
the lirai ts of the o.rcns ·Of probc.bi,11 ty •· From the nio.zc . or . 
informo. ti on end mi s-informc:i ti on, it ~ms n cc cssc.ry to sift 
out that 'tihich \7C.s .authentic o.nd to bo.sc conclusions rc­
gnrding the aoo.rch thereon. The follm-:ine fa.eta \:ere 
cstublishcd: . i~t c.bout 0000 GCT, · 2 July 1937 • .iJ:1c lia FArhllrt 
tooK off in o Standard Lockheed Electra .\'irplnnc from Lo.c, 
Ne-.-; Guin en, for Hb\-:land · Island, di sto.ncc 2227 m~u ticc.l · 
miles. She \ms accomprinicd by o.n expcrionccd · nnvig\ltor;' . 
J.Ir. Frod ·J.Noouo.n. During the flight the plo.ne · tms in 
oornmunico.tion ·.11th tho Coast Guard Cutter Itasca, t;hioh 
\las in the vi~ini ty of Ho\:lland I'alnnd~ . . ; · · . 
·The .plane repar ted 1 ts pos 1 tion at 0720, ac·r .'2 July•· 1937 
at lc:it'i tude 4°•33' South, Lohgi tude 159-0o, tt.uout. t95 

. miles from Lae, t;hich indicated that the pl~e · \10.S on 1 ts 
· cou.rse ·but ·making 'good a groun'd speed of only 111 knots. 
The · tollonin ,s radio reports .\-;ere received from the plc;lne 

··. by . the IT,'iliCa on 2 .ru~y 193?: 

· · .U.t 1745 GCT - 0615 Ho,,-1land time 1 15 minutes berar ·e 
·.·the estirnClted time of o.rrival, the plane sent the folloqirig .· .. 
message~ · · · · 

· ·· .. "f\,·o hundred miles out and no land fall" . · 

. . .a\t ·1816 GCT· - 0.646 Hot1land Time: 
" ' : "ilpproxlmately · 100 mile·s t'rom l.Tl..sc;~, position . 

. . doubtful" .~ ".. . ". 

. . 
I 

~t .1912 GCT - . 0742 Ho:·1lo.nd .Time: 
"30 minutes gas remn1n1n6• no 10.nd ra1i, ·position 
doubtful" • . 

at · 192a GCT - 0758 How1C.nd Timet 
"C~roling, · trying .to. pick up .lslond:"• 

' ' . -. . . . . ' . 

' 
~ . . . 

, c , •. ,. _ '• 

. •' ' . • . . !. . \ . . . ' . . ' • 

. , . . . ;.,t this time the r·adi~ signals 1'rom th .e ~lane re .... 
.. c·eived 'by ,. the ·IT.L..sCit.· \;ere of ·r.reutest strength• : . 

... 
.. · · ,.__ 

. ; 
I ; . .. .. '.:. 

. . . 
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. A~ 2013 GcT 0843 HO'illand Time: 
"()n a. position line 157 - .337 degree's". (This . line ma7 . 

. 'ha.ve been a. sun sight or it rru+Y ha.ye been c. radio · 
. ·bea:rinc;. observed, by the plane on the lTASc,·. npd :it 

. . presumo.blypassed through Honlo.nd IslMdl 
' ' • ' ' I • - • 

.. . 
. " 

• '' At 2025 GCT ~ · 0855 Hor.ldnd Time: ·' 
. .' · . '. ·: ·"HeadinG north and so.uth", giving the .some position 
· .a..s· a bo V.e. 

This "t":o.n the lnst o.uthentio message received from . the 
(lirplane. 

.. · 
, •' I. 

' ' ' 14. NUlUC!?-Ou's r~d1o messac;eo \Jere ' reported to have· been ' .· ... · . . 
received . by v~rious a~enoif'ls, particularly 'CUi.ateur rndio · 
o~cir~ tors, \'.'hi oh i)ur~.:>rted to give information rf:>cei ve<l di• ' f 

. reot from the plq.ne .r:.rt·er it lrmded, Many or theoe. measQ.ses. · 
'/are in conflict nnd m.:4ny of tnam ~•ere unquest1Qno.bly t'~lse, 

' • ! • 1 

No ne ·~a¥1~ be positively verified. These me~aoga~ ~ere a 
ooriooa h(lncU co.p .t.o th 4' p~ogrerH• or the ae~roh, esf>eoi·Gll,f . . . . 

. ·,, .bo tore ·'the arr1 vnl or th tmNOTOU Qrou~ • lnto:nnnt1o.n \tae 
· rao 1 vod , t i-on1 rol. i e.blo· uouroes whi oh 1nd1 r4 t~d that tho . 
. O:i Z'l'lane could. sen~ no rndi1> mesanso. tlf'tor l11ndi ng on the ·'. 

' . I 
' I 

uate~, . Suppo sod· reoo1~t or ,radio · messages sent by the mis• · 
·e1ng· flyers Q·tter they hQd lc.nded, indica tod that thP. plone 
uaa on ·, nn · island or roer. ~s n result ~r some or these · 
mess~ges, . the C:Ol.D.RlJX), 'IT.'J3CA, and B'J.uN ·.:rere detailed to 
seo.roh the Phoenix Islands, theroby takinG them at:ny from 

· the Vioinity ot HO'itlo.nd Islo.nd, uhich in .the . early stages . 
. or 'so·aroh', \·1a·s the most prob.able :ar·oa• · .id'tor due consider- ·, 

.. c:ltion · it u11s dooided to oonoentro.ta the LEONGTON Group 
. s enrch ·on t.ne seo. area, · This decision r:as basod on the 

' .. 

,· .. 

.. · · ass\'1flp tion .th Qt tho FArho.r·t pl@o ho.d l o.ndcd '1r.. . tile v:ater · 
cind th Ci,t the sur.vi vors wer() o.tloo. ~ e,1 thor \ii.th the ni'rplo.ne ' '·' 

.. or · in a. rubbOJ' : bo(l t, . · . · , . . · . . · . . . . · · ·, · · 

·J.5, 'l\10 ;l.o.ns tor seo.rohing tho mo.xiuurit possible area lWero 
. formulated nnd aro appended horoto. Search. Plan I ooptem- · ... ·. · . · :,~<i 

. · . plated opernt ion.s . tor o.n · ind.et'ini to ~oriod• By using 2/Jrds .. . .,. 
or the LEXING.TOU plcmos, opp-:>rtuni ty : for rost yeriods and -. !· . . 

for routine ohook.ing of airplanes v;o.s o.ffordod every third· ' 
. '- day. To · soa.roh . of!'ioiently 1 t was considered oss~n ti(ll to . 

koov the porsonnel. o.nd Dlrmos in- oxooli-en t . oon~i ti on. ·-".bolt .. ·.~/ : . · 
· · ·.7 or a· h~urs. per day r.as .rogcil:"dod o.s the maxinum flying time 
· . th.nt · ooulj bo oxpootod ·or personnel nnd yet hC'.VO thorn ·rO• 

· · ~in on .tho· alert \'/hile. soo.rching. Soaroh Plan II· \fc.s for- .· 
· mule. tod in ord.or . that all tho shil' • s o.i??lo.nos could bo . · , · 
·: used ., o.t ono timo and thus soaroh tho moxicum o.roa in o.ny · ,. 
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given .day. , ,It \70.S recognized tho.t .this pla,n .could only be .' I 

used f~r a: single day and thct o.t o.11 othcr -t1r:1os Pl,c.n l .. --~----~-~-~ 
nbovo \70\lld .have to bo used. Both plans r:cro sir:iilar - fri --- · · ·· ... 
·thn t . thpy t>l aced th.e plo.nes on a scouting· lino . on either · · ·, · · 

. . side -:Jf the carrier, halt on 0. side, i11 th 'Cl scouting rlis­
tnnco of ·2 r:iilcs·, and the search r10.ti a·xt.ondod 90 miles o~ . 
ei thcr side. of the carri or. In · the cri.so of Plan I, 42 

. · .. · 
I 0 o 

plcincs . r1orc used,. 21 on 01·trrer sido • . Tho advance. along 
thu be.so courso :-ro.s dc;icndont on the number or plo.nos used • . ". 
1.n OXtrc. . plc.ne on 01 thor side \"IClS USOd to , ·rovido c;n OVor-
lap in order. to insure that no holiday \7QS loft .bctt;ecn 
tho · leg out ~hd tho return 1 cs. . One dcs~.royor •:;c.s used at 
tho carrier .as :plnno g\la.rd for lnunohins and recvvoring of ..... 
pl.-:ncs. In oddi tion it r;ns . avc.ila.blo if needed f ,J.r cmcr..: 
gcn.cy rescue nork nco.r the cc-.rri er • . · Tho 'J the-I" tr;J do-

... stroye.rs . \.lore stationed .on oi thor boo.m, 60 miles from · tho 
cr.rr-ior on b~sc course, Tor :~urposo of offt;Cti ng rc:scuc. 
The carrier gas ~dvanccd nlong the baso courso ct Q spocQ 
\'lhich tr~nild int.crccpt . the · k>lanos roturn.ing fr::>r.i the 

· search • . With c.. destroyer on either flank; plo.m s r;ore · 
· never at a · greater distance tho.n 30 uilcs, measurud nor.:ial 
to . tho . bnse course, from tho trc.ck "f a s l:iip. Ba sod on . \ 
nvailablc info mat ion it \·:a.s dooidcd' thq.t tho tl.Jst erroc-
ti VQ altitude of the sourch ,uo.s 30Q ·- 500 foot and tho CJst 
offocti vo airpli:m~ .s;oc..d· ·•:o.s 90 knots ·. This· \;as confimod 
. bY ox4)cri~nco ·during th9 search~ · . . . . . .. . 

·' . 

. . ·15. lnfomo.tion ~:as 0bta1n·cd from tho. lT.·~sc;~, COLORiJ>O, 
and m·1;t.N to tho effect that · tho o.vorogo n1nd froc tho tioc ot · 
tho end of .. th~ Ea.rho.rt Flight·until arrival ot tho LElOD~GTON 
Group, _ .. 1.;as · s~uthoo.st 10 knots, c.nd the current \7c.s uos'totly, 
o.voragc 5/10 .knots.. Since the oissing plt.llo , hac;l boon ·do\7n 
for ab Jut 11 ·aays by the tine of conr:onconcnt of · tho · 
I.EXIHG'ION · Gr~u~ s .carch, the nron i7os t-ward or 'Hor:lnnd Island 
t:o.s chosen · tis the r.1cst i1roba.blo o.rcn ·f.or tho scairch •. Since 
Hor:l:and · Island nas · the destination of· tho F.arhnrt plc.nc ·. md . , 
inaoouch as ·HOON..'Jlf u.as c .. mcodcd to be a.n cxccllon t navigator, 
1 t . f';)llo-::ed . that tho plc.rc -~robnbly -landed fairly close to 

. Ho\-;lnnd Island. ·Tho \70.ri th er on tho oorning .of 2- July \7o.s 
rop-::irtcd a.vo.rago o.nd 1 t . is roasono.blo to assuoo .tha.t -NOONAN 
obtained star sights during the-curly norning hours. ~ · 

. oi rclo of 150 tlilos radius ocntorod nt Ho\1lo.nd Islnnd r1ao 
selected as · tho probable boundary .:~ f tho aroa in \thioh tho 
force~ landing t'ook plo.co, . This aroa could bo ox~)cotcd to 
tra.vol r;ost-;;cird ui th the current and r1ind. If tho sur-

. vi vars rc_r:minE>d ·.11th tho flo~ting plane, tho \lind \;o·uld hayo-:-
li ttlo . offoot b.ut· l~ad . thoy Clbandono.d tho plM& and usod tho , 
r.ubbo~ bo 'at, tho . otroot· of. tho nind 'tmuld havo bo<Jn. nddod to ·. · 
tha1L ot tho · current. No intottJation uns nvat.labl<J on ~hi oh 
to bnso o.n os timnt.c:r ot tho .. ottoct .Jf the ~ind on a· rubber botLt'. 
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but undoubtudly t:ind, . if nprrcciablo, \·:~uld nt.>vc n rubber 
boc.t c.t ' n conric.rativoly groatcr apood thon the .current. 
JStor c0nsidcrine; ull fct\turos of tho search 1 t Ftts de- " 
c1dod t o use Pl~n 2 (nll ~lnnos) on tho first dny, and to 
s.oc.rch in tho .. vicini:ty of · Hot>lc.nd Islo.nd. __ Tho r0as .1 i'l for 
scc.rchint; · Houlo.nd Islc.nd . ~ms that 1 t \'/C.S- tho . dostinc.ti on 
or· tho ·Ec\rhart Plcno and if tho suo.rch began 0n tho cx­
trcl:1e eastern liui t ·. and ·Uorkod . to tho nos t-.inrd, . it l :ras 
boliovod that ovcntuo.lly c.. drifting planu or Q rubber boat 
would bo ovorto.kcn nnd . furthor, that continuity .or tho . 
soo.rch ti"JUld thus bo · effoctod. -Had· tho · ~l.:mo ·overshot 
Hvttlo.nd Island it \,as ·Concluded that tho drift \iould have · 
takun 1 t back ·to tho uos mo.rd 0.:nd therefore . no search · 
·cast of Ho\1land Island uas docuod necessary. -

17. on· tho n:>rning .0f 13 July tho LEUNGTON Gr0u; 
arrived o.i a point about 100 nilcs north of Ho\i'lo.nd Is• 
lC.I'.ld ond began tho search. Tho uca th or \;as squ:illy ui th · 
u.ind volor.i ty 22 to 28 .kn.:.> ts and gonorai . fl~rin3 conditions 
narc undesirable. 4 . search c.:>verin~ about 10 ,000 squtU"o · 
nilos h0;1ovor \IQO node ancl the c.irplanos \-:ore recovered. : 
In tho aft om J"m c.b:>ut · 27 pl a.nos -nqro launched \7hcn rain 
squnlls :t1rcven tad . further opcrat ions O:nd un.dc it nccc-
ssnry to recall rlo.nos.· 6.lrcady in the air. Ev1.m though 

. th.is fir st dayb search, duo to the . unfavorable ,·;on thor ., 
did not c over as groat an area c.s r:as l:l:-.nncd, it uas 
decided t o CO VG further \70Sttiard for tho next days 
01,cration in . ordor n·) t t o lose tine in arrivinr:; c.t tihot 

· tms considered to be the noot likely area. . Currc.mt onl · 
. · vind cxpo'rioncod by tho LEXINGTOI~ · Group c :mfin.icd tho 

· info ma:.tion :previously rocoivcd th6.t dri~t :i f the floo..t- · · 
· ing .;la.ne ,1 r rubber boat uould bo dofinitoly ~1Cst·:mrd 
and ~t an np~r0ciablo tcto. Tho uind on thi~ day, and 

.on a.11 .. dnys of tho .LEXINGTON · arou~ search, ,·ms . stronger 
tho.n oxpoctod, .tlvcr.o.ging a.b '.) ut · 18 - 20 kn.J ts. . . . . . ' . ~ 

1~ • . Conrlcnc~ng 14 July n~d continuiri·g· up to ·end 
including 18 July• search Plan I ua.s ~sod • . AR n c6in­
cidon.co, the nftorno()n , fli@l t 0f 14 July ·began C\ t Lati-

. tu4o 00-00 a.nd Longi tudc 180°. On 14 and 15 J\lly sot.o 
inturforonce uas , exporioricod- duo. to rnin squolls. but in 
general · tho .arldas on tho so · days . ·.-re re considorod about 90 
to 95 · j,)ercon t covered. ·. Pl.:lnes on · t .ho scouting · lines ·. 
ap~roaohing a rain squall neccssa·r11y ha4 ·t o di vort . thoir 
no,urso souo\1hat :· to avoid dango~us fl1ing conditions • .. · · 
Usually houover, · squalls t1oro not vory thick and tho , 
plc.nes· ooul.d oceily pass through · or. around thon. . Tho 
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c.roo. . c0v<.;r1.,;( 'Jy n hc.i1.vy $qu-ll, of o;urs.c, .cJuld .n.)t be 
~earchotl but this h~( to be ~ccc~t0~ ~s ar0~ lost in 
orC:or rut · tv ch .. ~;~y .:.tlv-. nc.in(; of the. s0~rc!1~ F1 0urin~ 
tl~f.:. ·:rift, . l:·.tor so~'. rcll, · JU 17 an r~ 10 July C:.>V1...roC: 
~1rc.cticc:tlly nll of tl".c. area nissc.cl .:>n those t;·:o c!cys. 

19 • . On . .15 July the L~INGTOH onc.:>unt0ruc ::. curront 
~~~ch s~¥o ~ Cacitlctl set t0 ~ho nJrtt=ost. ·Because ~r 
t:.is .:.nt: ·clso· the fc.Ct tr. ~·.t the i .:in<~ hcc: bcun fr ·_, l·~ SJUtl'. 
s.Jutheic~st .f?rco 3 to 4 sinc(J th.: bi..Ginnin::; uf t:·:·CJ 
LD:I!·;G'!b:T Gr::>u:"' soo.rch, . it ·.:as C:e;c i· (O ~~ to oxton<l ti·10 
soc.rch to tho . north·.~·os t\:~r<! on lo· ·July • . ·111. (:;<;ncl'al tr.o . · 
\-;inc! c.nc: ·currants \-10ro .;roc.t .... r in tho ncirt:i·;:osturly . · 
clirocti.:m thc~ n cx~'(;ctoc! •. Hoo.thor C.)nc11t1Jns c·.s :rc.;crc:s 

" r~. :in ·nqualls· · in~'r.Jvc<l : . ()n tho 16th c.nc~ fr.:>u ttis C:c.y uat1.l . 
tho encl of tll9 ' sca.roh, ~rr .. oticnlly n.) c.ron. i;c.s loft Wl- . 
sec.re hoc: ·(>n . tl~ is .:.cc·)unt. Dur.inc; tl: o ~·~.)r•1ing :)f tho 16th 
c.n uni(!ontif icd storu-!or )r:·.s soon by thei so _rc;.111.:; 
:·: lanCJs in latituc.!c:; 04')-38'11• L011Gituc:o 177e>-32•E • . Tl: io 
nis tr.a 011ly · vossltl not n ~) n..rt of tho s~:.rch t..) rco \·1tioh 
i ;cs si;:;!i tc~ (~ by· tho . L.:!:<INGillH Gr0u~· • On . tl.1 a 'l-.y tho 
n·:; rt~icrn flo.nk ·· l:.cstrvyeir unc-:>unturc.c! \!c,;fTni to 110rth­
oc.at1.;rlt t :.inl:s im: ~o:. tine; th .: t i't .\:(~o 11.l t nt:~osso.ry t'..I 
o:ttonC: . tl&.:i ac:troh rurtl.or to tl, o n..>rth • , · 

20. Since tho Bailin,; Dirocti .. ms r. r.c~ C!.: .rt 1nc!i­
oc. to~ t~i:. t brc:.kors t:oro r .... ~ .. JrtGtl in t~i.is ~ ~ rc.t. ill. 1914, 
... m 17 . July rill :· 110 ts t:vro instructc:: · tJ 1.)..>l:: f'or 
sl. -J al ":: :.:. tot-. NJ . r~cr ~r f.i 60.)lc1rc..<.: ;;~tor :·; :. s si{;h tc(1 
(..l.tl&JUQ~ t!:c.: : : c..nt~.c..r ·.; .:.s cloc.r en:: v1sib111 ty t:r.s t_;:.>o~ 
t::~icl'i 1-nclicc.tos tl·,:::.t 'this s~~..:ia1 · t:.:>us 1;;t o::1st. · O.n 18 . 
Jul~' tho sq~roh c.rc..c. \::.s s :.. loct1..c.: &:J as t .. J i~•clu~e: · 
r.ro..-.s ::iso.oc.1 <.~uo t~ . rr.:.in 3quc.lls .. in 14 r.nC: 15 July c.nc! . 
to oxto.r..c! tl:e so.-.rcl:. to . ·t~: c. nJ rt~iu .. .'.st~-:~rc.:. 

. 21 •. T!~c .\..; sf ~rob .. blo c.ru:.:s : . . :.Vin~ boon · covr.rc;C: . 
U~)vl1 c·-.r.:')lc..tL1n _,f C'.ir .J.: or · tLins . in tb.> r: .ft<;rn00n a~ 
18 July, :>r::c.rs , .. oro .rocc.i VuC..: to •:.1 :;c .1~1"tilll.!C tLo soc.rcti. 

22. ··~:1: · ol1~~ ix · (...-.) is n c: ~c.rt ·or tto 1: .Dt flie:;l. t if· 
tLo E.1r:::-_:i:-t ::· l~.no. ~:;>c.n<lix (B} is o chnrt aLol:ing .t!lc. 
.aroc. Cj Vc.ruC: by tl:o LKi~IiiGTOll G!-" 1u:: so~1rch. .i.~' ~' <..nc.~ix . · 

· ('C) is C: o; ~r..tt of tho ur.+tiru r,r..;c. soi:rc~.ocl by tLo Ec.rlu..rt 
Sc.:-.rch Crtiup • . · .l:~~onclix (D) consists of tr.a ·cae;e,;r::-.ns · . . 

. s!l:mini:; tl.1 0 tr;:ck or . tho or.rriur. dostr·J~'or~ cm<l . c.irorcft 
cr:.~h-iyv-d in Sonroh Plc.ns 1 c.n<l 2 • . · Thos() ,;; l.:.l1s c.r<> sir:iil.'.'.r 
oxcc.:;;·t ttJt ::•n•Q' c.~rcr:-.ft ere. oL•:;:l.Jy~! PY sc.~rah :~ltn · 2, . 
ti-.c; · fl1Gh ts c.r.o 101'it.,-ot' .-. n~: tl:o o.clv.:·.nco Groc. tor. ia. Flank 
SCJUt C~:.:::nn .. :or "::ns. ·: l.::.cocl in cl:r.1•:·(; :Jf ccoh ~lnnk but it 

· , ~.i'"4s .f :.iun~ llOC<?.SSi.-rY i~ furtl:or . d1v1:!o · ot~oll flo.nk irito 
tnroo Gr .... u~~ t.1 t .u o. Group lco.C:or ir.:::!otlint.CJly · rcs .. , ~ns1 blo . . ·~ . . 
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for his group. This facilitated passinG around and 
throw;h squalls and provided flexibility Of· t .he . Scouting . 

. line. DurinG· the search opcrat1ons the problera of re­
covering planes wheri squalls existed rra1l .a matter or co1i- · 

:: . . siderable LlOiilellt. Be~rinr:;s Ytere :frequently taken or .the . : 
·.windward · squalls' and . 1 t was foW1d that w 1th· careful rnaneu• 

verihG of the carrier they could be avoided. rtepor~s 
. ·. froa . airplanes 01' weather conditions to windward uere also 

of valne in this connection. By carefuily timing tho 
: soarch,-the start of ·which was announced by the flank · c0m-: 
" mo.ndors, . tho posi ti.on. Of any gi VOn plano Of tho soarch 

could. readily. bo dotorminod. nt any instant. · i1adio be.ir-ings 
rroro . froquontly tako.n both by. tho plQ'nos on their loops 
o.nd by ti10 ship • . These boririnc;s sorvod a.s a good chock ot 
their position. · R.idio boarin~a i;iorc.i o.lso tO.kon on tho 

'flnnk destroyers c.nd· woro of mtoricl :iss1stQncc to thcao. 
· d~stroyo~s in mc.iritnining stations. Ap~ondix (E) is a. 
Plotting Dio..gr{l."ll for trnckinc; plo.nos · \7llilo on so:.rch. 

23~ Tho st~tist1'.:s bolo\7 ·1ndicuto. the extant of tho 
: :-.ir oporc. tions during t .ho .soo.rch period · 13 July to. 18 · 
J'.uly inclusi vo:. 

' . 
Arca. · Scc.i:chod 151;556 sqUllrq miles 
l11los Flom . 143,242 
Plano Hours ·1n tho Air - 1591.1 

' 24 • •In f;Onor:.l o.ir Opara tions UOrO CCrriGd OUt 
smoothly. Camrati.nica.tions \7oro · .o.xcollont·. Tlloro uc.s only 

· .ono lnst~nc o or radio fa. iluz:o of a · plo.not ~7hich rosul tcd · 
. in the. t pl.'.lno·' s oli.tlin::i. ti on froa ono . f 11Ght. . Thero· uoro 
t\10 minor c.irr)l:.no q.ocicionto in. · \;hich ·damago of material 

. rosul tad. Tho more serious · of thooo· occur rod. \7hcn pl=.no 

. · ·: . 4-~~ fc.ilod to unc;.'.lGO tho o.rrcstin s goa.r and tho · pla.no 
,crc.sh9·d int 6 tho h'.lr.r.ior. . T!10 :dCl!D.ago \7tis such th~ t a­
maJor . ov9rhnul is necessary. Tho aocond nas occo.sionod 
by plo.no ·2::-T-13 landin~ off cent or to tho loft, r:hich · ro-

'. 

. .. . 
' I' 

. .. ) 
':f.! 

j 
! 

' .... . · 
sultod in d0Jnc.Go to tho . loft lo\·:or ~1inG a.n<l l~dinG goa.r. 
No inJurios to pornonnol ocourrod.· i,_n 01 thor or tho.so 

., ' 

a.coi'donts • . · . , · · 

25. Except' ·ror . tho · compO.rciti voly ·small a.-roas that 
\-:oio blo.nkod out · by . rain .squo.11s, tho s .oc.rch •ms thorough, · 
c.nd 1 t · is · tho conviction or. the av fa.tors \Tho did tho · . · · 

. 'flying thut noithor ' tho ~rhC'..rt plo.no nor tho survivors ' 
r:oro in tho· aroa socirchod. An ostim~to r:a.s· obta.1nod from · 

··t~o ITASCA, \-:hioh vossol .h(ld had . tho most oJporionco in 
tho Ho'l.l~nd ' ·Islo.n~ Q.ron; ot th& .moat proMblo looa.tion· ot 

!• ' I'. 

t~·.' ·' 
" 

•i 
I . ~ . - a • . : . . . . .. ·_ . ::~ 

/ .''"' y '·' -~ ~ •'-•••· ........ i .. .,.,_ I ''~-- ... ~"-•' i-• ' ... -.. ... ,,.. .... ~\~----·'--' ·..--- .. · · - · .. ·-~~1 



l 
'1 
i 
\ 

j 
J 

'J 

j 

~ . " 
d 
) 
11 
1 
\: 

~ 
1'f ' 

~ " . • 

• .,.,F~m•·---.i· ,•e-..;1....., .... ______ ...._..,_...._ __ ...,. 
-- • • --~~~~·-·-· ~-----------~·-------~--~~-----.. ..... _..,_..,, r~· ~•lli<'tJ?~· J • 

'. 

' .. • • l 

., ' 

" 

. . 

.. ) . ~) . i, 
'-

·, 

-----. 

. :. · ·tho t.iissinG t1yors ·on 16 .July, if c.floc.t. · This estimate> 
· coincidc:id : •. iith tl1C.t of tho LEXINGTON Gro·up. 

.· 26. As ·o. result of the· oxporionco or six dc.ys 
oontinuou:s tlft;ht oporntions, 1t : 1s .boliovcd th:.t tho 
. soc .. rch. pln.ns dovisod o.r,o aqund. Tho port'ornc.nco of · 
p~_rsonnol r.nd mc.torio.l ·mis snt1Dfo.ctory _in c.ll rospocts~ , · 

. . . 

' . ' . 
' ; , 

' .. 

•• j • 

. j~ 27 •. · AlthouGh unfortun:.tol.y tho rate or t.ho missing 
tlyors rom:lina o. mystery; it 10 · conoidorod. tho.t tho 

. sat:lrch ran.do trlls off iolont end .th!l t · tho o.roas covered 
4. 

• •• J1!:., 
. · :,~ 

.':,Ii~ · uoro ·tho mo:st 'prob:iblo onos, b6.sod 011 ·tho to.cts q.nd 
.. 1nrormt1o~ .:i•o.ilablo. · . . . 
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