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April 19, 1977

Dear Mr. Reichek:

Your lettar of March 10 to President Carter has besn
referved to this offics for reply. The Covernmant's
assumption at tha time of the disappearsuce of Miss Zarhart
and Hx. Voonsm was that they had died {n or immsdistely after
s tragic aircvaft accident. As far as wa koow, thers has deen
oo conclusive svidence to swpport any theory coutrsry to the
asswmption that Mise Earhart and Nr., Noonan were lost at sea
ia the vicinity of Wowland leland in the Pacific,

Since 1967 all of the Department of State files on Ammlis
Earhart bave besn open tv researchers. The Dapartamsnt's papars
in the Rational Archives snd Records Ssrvice contain a bulky
file on axrrangemsnts for the Zarhart flight and a sech smsllerx
aumber of documants relating to the search for Miss Rarhart
afear hex disappesatamce. The eutive file is ideatified as
cnse 800.7961F Putnam, Amalis Rarhart, emclosurves 1 to 212
inclusive, These documents cam ba inspected at the National
Archives and Racords Sexvice or coples can be ordered fyom that
agency, although the cost of copying the entire file would bde
considerable. Inquiries about obtaining coples of papers in the
£ile should ba sent Lo the Diplomstic Branch, Civil Archives
Division, National Archives and Records Service, Washingtom, D, C,
20408. Moet of the Government's documsntation on ths search for
Miss Eavhart, however, is in the filss of ths Navy Departmsnt,
which conducted the saarch.

Mr. Edward R. Raichek,
Suite 512,
7% Public Bquare,
Cleveland, UOhio 44113,
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The Department of State still has in it files a fev papers
dated 1960 relating £0 & review of the Earhart case sad sz investi-
pation by the Jepamsee Covernmemt of allegaticns that Miss Earhart
wes impriscasd on Seipan in 1937. This investipation, wa wete
told, facluded & sasteh of all aveilsble Jepsaese Tecords sad
questioning of Japanese officisls aseigned to Satpan In 1937 und
c!!mldpnmﬂnum:ﬂndwmdm\bﬂdhrn.
This Coversment was inforwed offieially by the Japmese GCovermment
chat the investigation hed failed to disclvose any basis for the
sllegaticas. Coples of the 1960 documsnts, vhich have now slso been
declassified, cam be obtained for a fee by writing to the Preedom of
Informtion staff, Joom 2611, Dapertment of State, Washiegton, D. C.
20520. You should refer to fils 200,113 Farhart, Amslia snd cits that
mmnﬂummmmmpmmdmmduot
Iaformstion Act. I bope that this inmformation will ba of assistance
to you,

8incerely youre,

A

Pre Asndahl
Director, Operations Staff
Oftice of the Hlatorimm
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March 10, 1977

President James Carter
White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr, President:

Although I would have liked to have spoken with you on the
telephons last wesk, I realized my chances of getting through
were rather slim and even if I had you would not have been
able to answer my question immediately, BSeveral years ago
Pred XKoener wrote a book entitled, "The Mystaerious Disappear-
ance of Amelia Erhart®. In the book the author maintains,
and with soms documentation, that the government is with-
holding information concerning Amelia Erhart's last flight.
It would seem to me that forty years after her disappearance
that there would be no national security interest to prevent
the publication of any documents pertaining to Miss Erhart.

As you may know, there is much suspicion that Miss Brhart
wet her end on a Japanese held island prior to World war II.
Bven if this is true, I beliasve the public is entitled to
know the facts and that you should authorize the release of
this information, if it does, in fact, exist, to the public
without further delay.
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