rf’

p016-182E

 January 3%, 1978

‘Haur Ms. Hillenbrand: - ' gl

© This i3 in answer to your letter of Jastary ¢
.~ 'Tegarding the. flight and dissppearance of Amelia-
- Barhart and Frederick Noonan-in 1937, which was.re-
ferred to this office for reply.

Various reviews of the Department of State's
vecords have disclessd no indication that the flight
was an .inteiligence #ission or indsed a goversmpnt
mission of amy Xind.. There is, furthermcre, no'ivi-
donce in the Department's files that this Department
or any other branch of the Government kmow the where-
abouts of tha two aviators after their disappesrance
or belioved anything except that Earhert and Noonan
had died in or immediately following s plane aceident.

The Department of State fils on arrangements
for the Earhart flight and on diplomatic aspects of
the search which followed her disappearcnce is in the
National Archives here in Washington, It is entirely
cpen for research (file 800.79611 Putnam, Amelia
Eathart)., Inquiries about obtaining copies of docu-
ments in this file and about other pertinent documents
that may be available in the National Archives should
be sent to the Diplomatic Branch, Civil Archives
Division, National Avrchives and Records Service, Wash-
ington, D.C., 20408,

This Department has still in its files a few
papers dated 1960 relating to a review of the Earhart
case and an investigation by the Japanese Government
of allegations that Miss Earhart was imprisoned on
Saipen in 3937. This investigation, we were told,
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1 (Gévr."nt h!i“'
y the Japaness Government” %
“#ailed to disclése sny hes
: Coples of ‘the ‘1960 dociments
be.obtained far a' fee by writing: Mr, :Wil3:
Price, Dirvector, Foreign Affairs Docunent and Reference
Center, Room 1239, Department of ‘State, ¥eshingtem, :
D.C.iZOSZO. You ‘shonld refer to file 200,115 Esrhart,
Amelia. .

I hope that this information will be of':i;istlnco'
to you, ¢ ; / .

;ncetnly yours,
Fredrz?Aand:hl

Director, Operations Staff
Office of the Historian
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J& ? Dear Nr Preaident
; . t«“ In writting thie letter to you on the clud.uad files
\\\ " on hena Eaghart o Why oant the Mavy docusents B¢ mald available?

The Assistant Cidef of Staff for Iatelligence sad the Worid War two
30“{‘! Dl.vid.on latiom _Archives smd Record Serviee tailod to loga~
te_any pox-tinant 1nromaunn and/or sy body in the goverment vho
‘hn of h- alsalen 'ouldnt zuleu ey, Now the reasoms for the
secrocy on the files ot Earaart and Hoomaa her misttor. durisg that
timé wes that president Roosevslt, seeking his fourth term, was having
a duel with Thomas E, Dewey and therefor the fate of amelia  ksrhert

and Fred Noonsn remained classifisd, for Preaident Roosevelt was
affraid that if the Republican Forces had found amny thing as volatile
as the abandonment of Eerhart and Mooman in 1937, during the mission v

Dewey could well have become president. After Roosevelts death in 1945,
President Truman wasisgoing to jeopardize his own chamges  for the
preeidency in the 1945 election, so the matter of sarhart and joonan
had slipped even deeper into the classifisd files, and later, there
seemed little sense in releasing it. And the files that are skown to
the publgc, have nothing to do with thegBund the World flight.

My hypothseis is thaxt Amelia was on -a missiorn
for the goverment wich was very vital to the v.8. military, when
Anelia and Fred Moomem tookoff from Lae New Guinex, they didat fly
directly toward Howland Island, they headed North to Truk in the
Central Carclinmes , they were to observe the number of airfields and

Japsnese Floet Servicing facilities , Now the plain was equiped to do
this mission , for it was powered by Wasp Senior Engines , capable of
a 200 mile per-hcur cruising speed at 11,000 feet. uow my question is,

and I think that the puhlicqafter all these years, should know the
truth, for Barhert and Noonan were just serving their country.
Could you kindly repley &s soon as possibley
Sincerely,
wargot nillenbrand
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