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Chapter 5, HOAXES AND SELF DECEPTION
30me of the hoaxes attendlng iss Earhart's around=the=-world flight,

SR auoh aa tho
%5* e Y eroqtlon-rinner_Hosx.hnvo_hocn discussed in previous chape
= ters. Othera have bsen forgotten and are vest left in that statuc.

We are concerned here with rumors, hypotheses and hoaxes that have ape
veared in print and have nét been refuted. Jost of them are taken
from Fred goerneor's book - "The Search for Amelia Earhart”.

(1)/ THE NAURJ ISLAND M~SSAGE

“Reér the bottom of the thick folder (in the Navy's "Earhart” file)
another pleace of evidanc had_been added. A terse, U.S.Navy message
with no heading stated, "At 1030, the morning of the dlsappearanea.-
Nauru Island radioc atation nicked up Earhsrt on 5210 kes eaying,
"Land in sight ahead" E? L2

I blinked my eyes. Nearly two hours arterf?melts had supposedly
run out of gas, & radio station in the Britieh-co;trolled Glloeort
Tslands had received her voice. why was that messgge not includeé:
as part of the 1937 seasch? #hat had she sighted? Vas that the
extent of the message?" (auoted from page 303) ?*hrL
COMFNT: The author blinked his own eyes when he read these words.
This story was hot = like the tele of Josophine Blanco. It had to b3

T e

verified or disproved - not mersly taken for granted. There was
something "rishy“ about a Vaval measag® without a heading although the

B

fact that it was found in an >fficial file created the presumption of

authenticity. Susplcion increased when the Navy's “Eard " frile

(now in the Hational Archives) falled to yield the mes=age quoted by

. goerner. The lauru nessage gventually was found in the gtate Depart-
ment's "Earhart" file in the National Afohives (Exnhioit __ ). The
correctly-worded version of the Nauru message was later found in the

Itasca's Communications ieport, the report of Comdesron =2, the ‘ash-
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2fon Post, and the Sydney Morning Herald. Radlo Ksuru's megsags
was discussed in Chapter 2, and the reader may recall it.

To specifiocally anawer ;. Goerner's rhetorical questions azd
t0 comment further on thia hoax, the following comments are submitted.

l. The Nauru message Was gagd'tvy(tho Lexington Search Group and
1t_was Gvailaple to the Itasca.

2. ¥hat had been sighted was the N‘f’ tug Ontario, on plane-guard
station half-way between iae and Howland.

| 3. There Maa more to the message, but unfortunstely the only
1ntelllgi$10 words had been = "A ship in sight ahead"!

4., The time revorted by Hauru was 8:30 p.m. (Zone mimus 10 time)
or 1030 GOT, and it was the night before - not the morning of ths
disappearance.

5. The frequency for this particular broazdoast was 35105 KC
(Amelia’s night-frequency) - not 5210. Tho only Earhart radio traneg=
missions beard by Radlo Nauru on 621 Kc were three unintelligible volce
broadcasta aFter sno7£a§ﬁ2:? ad-stlck landing g:;:;;-ocean.

6. It was a clumay hoax, snd obviously don® by someone wha had
access to the ::;§ Department's SECREY AND CONFIDENTIAL files.

Was the fake message "planted" for Fred Goerner's benefit?
7. The facts in the case demolisa ¥r. Goerner's clalms about

Mil3 Atoll, the M¥arshall Islands, and Japanese prisons.

( 5’) AMTLIA'S DIARY AND CLOTHING

"In February 1944, om the Island of Namur, Kwajalein Atoll,
¥arshall Islands, three i{arines brought a sultcase from a varracks.
They disclosed that the room they found 1+ in was fitted up for a
woman, with 2 dresser in it. In the suitcane they found a woman's
clothing, a number of clippings of articles on Amella Farhart, and a

X ps e R I RIEX 6-2
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"~ leath-r=-backed, locked dié.ry engraved "l0-Year Diary of Azm2lie Earham™?,

They wanted to pry open the diary omt when Jackson explalned who Azslia
was, how the 5o§ornmant had searched for a trace of her, and tha¢ this

should be taken to Intelligence, they closed the suitcase and started
toward the Regimental Command Post with it.

from
szw or heard of 1t." (Quotad o5 page 274)

That 1s the last Jaokm
7 Yy e
CREMENTS: 1. Aocordins to the myths, Amella was treated more umu,yvon
Nezur than on Saipsn. | |

2. Amelia kept her dlary in a stenographer's note-book which shs
sent homs from Lse = just in cace she never reached Howland.

3. Amelia's wardrobe for the flight consliated of 2-pairs of slacks,

T\cl‘:: Xs-shirts, sun=helmet and light rein-ocoat plgl shoes, toilet articles
“—:E‘ Nend "mntiomblea o From Lae she sent home "everything that deocency

Ry i\,gpermitm". in order to lighten the plans. How docs "woman's clothing®
ﬂa: i«{%ﬂt into this pleturw?

:‘ ‘?c‘f’{%\\ 4. Three Exctican Marines who must have been at least lO-years old

: ;3\ ‘5}‘ in 1937 did not know who Agelia Earhart wee - 7-years later: Rubbishl

257
o

,ﬁgﬂﬁﬂbﬁ}

5. Three souvenir-hunting GIs found somthl.na sms2ll, light end

é\} \ ‘valuable - and obadiently turmd 1t in to Reglmentsl H.Ls Discliplins
g A
, t}\-%‘\‘ﬁ?sum 28 oo in that outfit!
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.S’*documenta- which seemed of great fmportanas,

’ messages copj.ed

' Hesd, Oahu. Hawgii, in the first days after the disappezrance.

"Amona the mags of letters and photo-goples of logs, I found two

They were duplieates of

three operators at the lavy radlo station at Diaaond

n the
?‘ourth of July, 1937, the atation had recelved carrier wavea on 3105

kilocycles aporoximately 15 to 20 minutes past the hour durlng the
night. one noint & man's voice had been heard, but it was indis-
o tingul ple. Jn the night of July 7, 1939, a woman's volce had been

saying, '‘Earhart calling. NAUL = NRU1l =calling from FHAQY
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Gmelia's 0all letters). un coral southwest of unknown lsland.

' Do not know how long wo will = - =",

TG 005 ey ot wiialss foradl”
3 B4 "

At that point the carrier had faded, but a few seconds later the
woman's volce broke in and sald, "KHAQQ calling. KHAQR. We ere
out & little - ~ - =", The wave faded a second time, and the volce

F was not heard a.gain.x
§q “How did you get these? I asked Dimity.

“One of the _mmrm-.cnr-w@@yge them to me", he replied, "He fslt W
somebody should know about thcm.“" {Copled from pages 262) ‘Z/VW4’ ,
COMMEHTQ: 1. Thoré was no Nevy radio station on Diamond Head in 1937

or at any other time. The only government installation on Diamond W/
Head was an Army morigr-battery - Fort Rugsr - ingide the crater. th

2. The call lettera of the Itasoa were R-K-U-EYE, not N=R«U=-QHE.
3. This fake nessage was never heard by any of the searching

Flhad

vessels no¥ was 1t forwarded to any of them from Pearl Harbor.
4, The Hawallian Islands were on Zon» Plus 10§ tims, so the
alleged signals Qould have boen received at querter-before the hour(m)
rather than on Ameiis:'s broadozst times of quarter-after the hour(GC’r) ’
5. Miss Earhart night have been alive as late as July Tth, :
although this is highly improbable, but her radio transmitter was

hour
inoperative after the firat kg or so. Lockhsed enginecrs estimated

that the plane might remain afloat as long as 18 hours but that the
dynamotor would soon be submerged and short-circuited - to say nothing

et i

of the engine-starting batteries and the transmitter itself.
v g;ﬁgzg) COMMANDER BAIDWELL'S HOAX

"On my arrival (in 1961) Commander Paul 3ridwell, Salpan Naval
Administration Commandag»t admitted without hesitation, " A ONT (Office
of Naval Intelligence) man has been over here ckecking on vhat you

o=4 o
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