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OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT 

FOURTEENTH NAVAL DISTRICT 
AND 

NAVY YARD, PEARL HARBOR, HAWAII, U. S. A. 

JUL 311937 
From: Commandant, Fourteenth Naval District, 
To : The Chief of Naval Operations • 

Subject: Report of Earhart Search, 2-18 July, 1937. 

Enclosures: fA) Dispatch file. 
(b) Commanding Officer, Coast Guard Cutter, 

ITASCA, report. 

I
Cl^ Photostat ITASCA Track Chart. 
D) Commanding Officer, USS COLORADO, report. 
E) Photostat COLORADO Track Chart, Sheet 1. 
F) n w n It n g. 
G) Photostat USS SWAN Track Chart. 
H) Photostat USS LAMSON Track Chart. 
I; Photostat USS DRAYTON Track Chart, 
fJ) Photostat USS CUSHING Track Chart 
(k) Commanding Officer LEXINGTON Group Report. 

1. Amelia Earhart Putnam and Fred J. Noonan, engaged 
in a land plane flight around the v/orld, departed Lae, New 
Guinea, at 1000, 2 July (zone-minus-ten-time) , or 2400, 1 July, 
G.C.T. , for Hov/land Island. The flight was guarded by the USS 
ONTARIO at approximately midpoint of the flight and by the 
U.S.C.G.C. ITASCA at Howland. The USS SWAN was on station mid¬ 
way from Hov/land and Honolulu to guard the next leg of the 
flight. Except for the services of the ONTARIO and the SWAN 
and weather reports from the Fleet Air Base, Pearl Harbor, the 
Navy had no connection with the flight. 

2. At 1100, 2 July, information was received that 
failure of the flight was imminent, and shortly thereafter that 
the plane vzas believed to be down. 

3. At 1400, 2 July, the Commandant conferred with the 
Commander, Minecraft, Battle Force (the Senior Officer Present 
Afloat), and the Commanding Officer, Fleet Air Base, Pearl Har¬ 
bor. It was agreed that no naval vessel stationed in Hawaiian 
waters was suitable for search operations in the distant area 
and that a PBY seaplane could reach Howland Island and under 
fayoij^able conditions could carry out limited operations, bas¬ 
ing, aph, the ITASCA. The Department was so informed. Meanwhile, 
the Department had directed the Commandant of the Fourteenth 
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