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Upon recovery of the planes from the morning 
flight the ship continued on course 090° and at 1400 launched 
planes in Latitude 4° SS’ South, Longitude 173° 45’ West. 
The purpose of the flight in the afternoon was to search the 
water ahead of the ship to locate Hull Island and to search 
the island and the v/ater in the vicinj.ty for any signs of the 
Earhart Plane. 

As the planes approached Hull Island natives v/ere 
seen running out of their huts and vzaving clothes at the plane. 
Lieutenant Lambrecht, the senior aviator and in charge of the 
flight, landed for the purpose of asking if the inhabitants 
had seen or heard of the Earhart Plane. A European Resident 
Manager of the natives came out in a canoe to meet the plane. 
He and his natives were astonished and excited in seeing the 
three planes. The Resident Managei' asked where the planes 
were from and when informed Honolulu, nearly upset the canoe 
in his excitement. It was necessary to explain to him that 
the planes had not come direct but had arrived by the battle¬ 
ship COLORADO which vzas relatively close by. The Resident Man¬ 
ager said that there was a radio on the island, hovzever, he 
knew nothing of the Earhart flight and created doubt of his 
having ever heard of Miss Earhart herself. Neither he nor 
his natives had seen or heard a plane. The planes returned 
to the ship in Latitude 4° 33* South, Longitude 173° 08* West. 

During the night the ship steamed- north and then 
east arriving at Latitude 3° 51* South, Longitude 172° 15* 
V/est, at 0700 the 10th of July. 

The SWAN had been directed upon arrival at Latitude 
2° South, Longitude 170° West to proceed to rendezvous vzith 
the COLOBADO in Latitude 3° 10’ South, Longitude 172° West 
at 1100 and to search in the vicinity of Canton Island en¬ 
route. The planes were launched at 0700 and proceeded to 
Sydney, Phoenix, Enderbury and Birnie Islands in the order 
named, and at 1015 in Latitude 3° 22’ South, Longitude 172° 2* 
West were recovered by the ship. Sydney was the only island 
which showed any signs of recent habitation and in appearance 
was much the same as Gardner Island. It had the usual shallow 
lagoon which in this case was large enough for a seaplane to 
make a safe landing. Phoenix and Birnie Islands had the ap¬ 
pearance of a lagoon, but the latter island being very small. 
Enderbury had a lagoon but it was very shallow. 

When the planes vere recovered, the SWAN was taken 
alongside and refueled and provisioned. Upon completion of 
fueling the SWAN was directed to search in a northwest direction 
across the open water north of the Phoenix Group enroute Lati¬ 
tude 2° South, Longitude 1750 West. 
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T COLORADO at 1445 in Latitude 03® -22’ South, 
West launched planes for a search to and of 

canton Island. This Island was located and carefully searched 
"tne pl^es. It was the largest of any of the islands search¬ 

ed. It’s lagoon was deeper than those of the other islands but 
was crossed with coral reefs in such a manner that it would be 
dangerous to land except at two places, one at each end of the 
island. At the western end there remains the shacks and scaffold-
^ng erected by the recent eclipse explditlon. When the planes 
were recovered, the course was set at 350® to take the COLORADO 
4 8- rendezvous at 0700, 12 July, with the destroyers approach¬ 
ing the search area with the LEXINGTON Group. 

Vpon fueling the destroyers the COLORADO was detached 
from the search grox^ and directed to return to the West Coast 
in order to tiebark the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps 
Students and Naval Reserve Officers. These students with the 

guests embarked for a month cruise, which extend¬ 
ed into a six weeks cruise, covering many more miles than was 
expected at the time of embarkation, and crossing the equator 
twice. The fact of crossing the equator was not neglected by 
Naptunus Rex and his court, although they postponed their visit 

^® with the operations in connection 
with the search. While they arrived aboard long after the 
COLORED had crossed the Equator, the reception and initiation 
into the Realm of Neptunus Rex was fittingly and properly con¬ 
ducted by Neptunus Rex and his court assisted by the Shellbacks 
for the benefit of the Pollywogs. 

1€ it is considered that the search area began v/lth 
the position v/here the COLORADO fueled the ITASCA, 0600, 7 July, 
and ended with the position where the COLORADO fueled the de¬ 
stroyers of the LEXINGTON Group 12 July it will be found that 
the COLORADO steamed 1240 miles, and that her planes flew 21.2 
hours each, 1908 miles each and that the COLORADO with her 
planes covered within the radius of visibility an area of 
25,490 square miles. Adding to this additional mileage to and 
from Pearl Harbor to the Search Area the COLORADO steamed 3,930 
miles and 320 hours, more than expected when the Naval Reserve 
Officers Training Corps Cruise commenced. 
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