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Mpssorandua for fl io: 

3UDJFXJT: I/andiag of aav’il pVino at lixill Island, Phoenix Croup, 

Reference:- (a) 0.0. OOLOfVJ},,. dispatch 1010 1428 of July, 1937. 

IfroLO3UI<E; (a) Copy of referenco ta). 

1. The request contained in reference (a), that diplomatic 
notification ba made of the landing of a plane from the V.'o.S, 
CuwiwDU nt Hull Island, Phoenix Group, in connection '.’ri th the 
Amelia Erhart search, has been taken up informally vdth the Stat© 
Dspartment to inquire "bother such notification Is necessary in 
this case, it bein^i assumed that Hull Island io one of the eo-callod 
Ouano Islands, over v/hich the United States continues to maintain 1 
claim to sovereignty. 

2. Mr. Kill of the Legal Division of the State Departmoat h 
stated that all Islands of th© Phoenix Group are Included zdthln the 
category of Guano Islands as referred to above, and that, therefore, 
any notification to the British Government regarding the landing of 
the plane vjould tend to vitiate the United States position in regard 
to coferelgnty in this group. 

3. yXocordingiy, no notification ’ ns been requested and the 
dispatch is filed for record vlth this memorandum. 

CC: Bunav. , 
Op-l$y 
Op*38. 

KiNienro ■ filk.. 
0. li, Hustvedt. 
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Op»lS/?3 15 July 

A4-5(6){SG1030»3) 

15 July 1937 

Sir; 

DoveiopnGntG of the scorch for Amolia Barhari ana her 
navigator, 'which is proceeding under the direction of the Gormandaat 
Fourteenth Uaval District, with hsadQuartsrs in Hawaii, necessitate, 
sending th© Coast Guard cutter ITASCA and the Kavy minesweeper SwAK 
to Blake a close inspection of islands in the Gilbert group in 
localities where such search may appear to give promise of fruitful 
recults. The chips ccncemed ere bcin-’ directed to so«7v.)i r..i«fnnw 
the uninhabited islands in the areas assigned them and to make such 
investigations as found essential at inhabited islands. The search 
of the IPASCA in its initial stages will bo in the vicinity of Tanana, 
that of the SCAN in the vicinity of Nukuaa, 

It is requested 'het the British G'ovei-umehl be appropriately 
informed of these operations of the two ships montloned and" of the 
necessities which have led to such operations. 

The Honorable, 

The Secretary of St.ate. 

CO; Op-ie,*^ 
Op-38. 
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