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Sdlinas Man Says He Monitored Amelia Earhart's 

1937 Crash Landing, Heo rd'Capture'on His Radio 
By Kevin Howe 
HeraM Staff Writer 

A Salinas man claims to have heard, 
on his home radio, aviatrix Amelia Ear¬ 
hart as she broadcast a last, desperate 
plea for help at the moment Japanese 
sailors, he says, boarded her downed 
plane, attacked her navigator, Fred Noo¬ 
nan. and apparently took her prisoner. 
Robert Myers of 1964 N Main St., Sa¬ 

linas, said that as a teen-ager, he heard 
the famed flyer’s broadcasts on a regu¬ 
lar basis from the time her plane dis¬ 
appeared in the mid-Pacific on July 2, 
1937, until July 6, 1937, when she was 
supposedly taken prisoner. 
He said he has not made his accoiwt of 

the broadcasts public because, as a 15-
year-old youth in 1937, he felt he would 
not be believed. He’acknowledges that he 
runs the same risk now but he says he 
has been bothered by guilt for not having 
relayed Earhart’s pleas for help at the 
time. He insists that he wants to report 
the broadcasts so that “the world will 
know the truth about Amelia.” 

No Proof 
It should be noted that Myers has no 

documentation other than his memory. 
He made no written notes at the time, 
and since sound recording was in its in¬ 
fancy, he had no equivalent of a tape 
recorder. 
Not only that, Amelia Earhart’s sister, 

still living in Massachusetts, told The 
Herald she doesn’t believe Uie story. 
Even so, Myers has offered to take lie 

detector tests to verify his version of the 
alleged broadcasts, or some other means 
of establishing his sincerity and 
accuracy. 
Myers provided The Herald with a 

handwritten account of the broadcast, 
written during the past month, and also 
talked at length about the subject of Miss 
Earhart's flight. 

In short, he says the ships patrolling 
the path of her flight between Lae, New 
Guinea, and Howland Island, apparently 
failed to hear many of her broadcasts, 
misunderstood what messages she did 
manage to get through, and ccmsequently 
searched the wrong areas of the ocean 
for wreckage of her plane. 
She crash-landed in the Pacific in the 

vicinity of Hull Island and drifted for 
four days, radioing daily messages to re¬ 
port her position, until ̂ ing captured by 
the Japanese on July 6, according to 
Myers. 

Unable to Sleep 
Myers said he was living with his fam¬ 

ily in Oakland on Ney avenue and, unable 
to sleep the night of July 1, went into 
another room and turned on the family’s 
newly purchased Philco console radio, 
which had a shortwave band receiver as 
well as AM and FM stations, while the 
rest of his family slept. 

It was while tuning the shortwave band 
that he says he beard Miss Earhart’s 
voice come on the air at about 10:45 p.m. 
He quoted her as saying, “This is 

Amelia Earhart KHA^ around-the-
world flight by way of the equator, call¬ 
ing the Coast Guard Cutter Itasca. Come 
in if you hear me and if you don’t, come 
back and I’ll know I’m still too far out for 
you to receive me on this frequency.’* 
Howland Island time would have been 

four hours earlier jn the day and the is¬ 
land itself lies just east of the Inter¬ 
national Date Line in the Pacific. Ac¬ 
cording to his account. Miss Earhart 
would then have been signalling at 6:45 
p.m. local time. 
The next transmission he says he 

heard was at 12:15 a.m. Pacific Coast 
time (8:15 p.m. Howland time) and Miss 
Earhart reported she was 750 to 800 
miles out from Lae, New Guinea. 

Her arrangement with the Coast 
Guard, according to published accounts, 
was to broadcast on the quarter before 
each hour, with Coast Guard transmis¬ 
sions to be sent on the hour and half¬ 
hour 
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Myers said be could hear the crackle of 
static, beard Miss Earhart report she 
had run into a storm and heard her give 
radio bearings indicating she was north 
of the Otast Guard cutter and flying 
south. The pattern of the conversations 
back and forth, be said, indicated tbe 
Coast Guard ship was not receiving 
many of her messages, and tbe replies 
indicated that they were under 4he mis¬ 
taken impression she was lost. 
Myers said at about 7:15 a.m. Pacific 

time (3:15 a.m. at Howland) Miss Ear¬ 
hart reported spotting the Itasca sailing 
below. According to his account, she 
asked the cutter to turn on its lights and 
circled the ship, dropping three flares to 
tbe north, east and south. 

(This detail differs from the account 
given in John Burke's book. “Winged 
Legend, the Story of Amelia Earhart,” 
(G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1970). who notes 
that Paul Mantz, who served as her tech¬ 
nical advisor, discounted newspaper re¬ 
ports of flare sightings because there 
were no flares aboard her Lockheed 
Electra aircraft; she had forgotten them 
and left them in the hangar in Burbank. ) 

Baker Island 
Myers said she continued south, cross¬ 

ing over Howland Island, overflying 
nearby Baker Island and reporting by 
radio an hour later that she and her navi¬ 
gator had decided to try and fly to Hull 
Island, rather than risk landing in the 
predawn dark. 
At 8:45 a.m. Pacific time (4:45 a.m. 

Howland time), Myers said, he heard her 
report: “(Ml my (^, that is the last of 
our fuel and we are going down. If you 
bear me we are flying north and south, 
157 (degrees) 337 (degrees).” 
The bearing corresponds to the 

Itasca’s log, which heard that part of the 
message. 
Then, Myers said, she gave Hull Island 

as a reference point and as her plane 
settled into a downward glide, she came 
on the radio and said: "God, what was 
that?” and reported that three aircraft 
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ROBERT MYERS CLAIMS HE KNOWS WHAT HAPPENED TO AVIATRIX 

had flown past her plane, firing machine 
guns. 
Myers claims he heard, on the radio, 

tbe engines of the Electra go dead and 
three bursts of machinegun fire. 

Ship Anchored 
Myers said the plane was about two 

miles from Hull Island when Miss Ear¬ 
hart said “wait,” reported they were 
banking toward Hull Island and saw a 
ship anchored on its north side which 
was too large to be a fishing vessel. 

"nje plane glided into the water and the 
two survived the landing, Myers said, 
with Miss Earhart reporting over the ra¬ 
dio that Noonan had injured his arm and 
shoulder and received a cut on his head. 
For the next several days. Myers as¬ 

serts. he could hear her broadcasting 
from about 7 to 8a.m. Pacific Coast time 
(3 to 4 a m. at Howland), calling for as¬ 
sistance and giving their position. 
On July 6. 1937, Myers said, he turned 

the radio on al 8 45 a.m. (4:45 a m. at 
Howland ) and heard her report the pres¬ 
ence of a large ship and that Noonan had 
climbed out on the plane s wing to look at 
it. 
As it drew closer. Myers said, he heard 

Miss Earhart say “Fred thinks now that 
they are Japanese,” and “It’s too late 
now if you hear us because they are 
here," and “we can now make out the 
flag to be Japanese.” 

Cannon. Guns 
He said Miss Earhart described tbe 

vessel as a Navy ship, armed with small 
cannon and machine guns. The ship, he 
reported her as saying, drew alongside, 
threw grappling hooks and rope ladders 
down, and a man who appeared to be 
wearing the uniform of a high-ranking 
Japanese navy officer stood on the deck. 
Myers said he heard her say “they are 

coming for us” and then screamed into 
her microphone that they were beating 
Noonan with rifle butts, then say, “they 
see me now and are coming for me” and, 
“tell them where we are and who they 
are, please.” 

.. .he feels guilty that Earhart’s pleas went unreported 

Myers added that “then I heard a 
bunch of different kinds of bangs and the 
sound of a slap and I heard Amelia say 
‘Oh no, no,”’ before the broadcast went 
d«Bd. • 
Burke’s account of the aftermath of 

Miss EJarhart’s disappearance notes that 
a number of hoaxes were perpetrated 
during the search for her plane, includ¬ 
ing false radio broadcasts. 

Massive Search 
A massive radio watch was begun 

shortly after her disappearance, he 
wrote, to no avail, and a fleet of Navy 
ships was dispatch^ by presidential or¬ 
der to comb the seas in search of her 
plane. 
The search, however, avoided Japa¬ 

nese Mandate islands in the Pacific to 
avoid provocation of the Japanese. 
Myers said he had sent letters to Miss 

Earhart's sister, Muriel ELarhart Morris¬ 
sey. who lives in West Medford. Mass. 
Mrs. Morrissey said, however, in a 

telephone interview with The Herald, 
that, while she is interested in any news 
that might shed light on her sister s dis¬ 
appearance. she does not subscribe to 
the theory that she was captured by the 
Japanese. 
“We don’t believe that,” she said. 

“There is no evidence to support it if she 
was near Howland Island. We feel there 
was nothing that complicated. She just 
went down because of a lack of fuel.” 
Ommenting on Myers’ story, Mrs. 

Morrissey said that “my only thought is, 
why didn’t he report it before? His ex¬ 
cuse is rather flimsy for not bringing it 
up before this time. I don’t want to im¬ 
pugn’ his credibility, but he does seem 
carried away at times.” 
Mrs. Morrissey said she bad referred 

Myers to Fred Goemer. newsman and 
author of “The Search for Amelia Ear¬ 
hart,” for possible discussion of bis 
broadcasts. (3oemer also subscribes to 
the theory that Miss Earhart and Noonan 
were. Indeed, captured by the Japanese 
and eventually executed. 


