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- NAVY DEPARTMENT
' OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WasmingTON 25, D. C.

29 Decenber 1949

Subject: Information on the Amelia Harhart Putnam Disappearance in 1937,
Summary of,
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to Japan. (This story, however, was deprecisted by "Marshall Island
commanders® who called it & "third hand story” based on gossip--New York
Times, 24 Harch 1944).

B The Japanese Government has consistently denied that it had
been responsible in any way with Mrs, Putnam's disappearsnce. In 1945
Commander Tonosuke Otani, Seecretary to the Japanese Haval Adjudant,
declared that he had made exhaustive checks with the Japanese Home and
Foreign Ministries and said there was no basis to the belief that Mrs.
Putnam was alive, Other Japanese officials inecluding an ex-admiral
and the ex-governor of the Marshsll Islands had "absolutely no knowl-
edge” about Hrs, Putnam's capture or death,

On 6 October 1943, ONI summarized the circumstances of
lirs, Putnam's disappearance as follows: "Gilberts were searched and
British suthorities there assisted in check up on all inhabited islands
in vicinity., Msndates were not searched but Japs were cooperative (or
appeared to be). Coast Guard cutter at destinstion (Howland Island)
copied Farhart's transmissions and were convinced tnal she made
emergency landing at sea within about 100 miles of Howland Bsker. (Her
last transmissions were tragic and near hystericale--impounded by Coast
Guard Command at Homolulu), Studied conclusion at end of exhaustive
search by Colorado, Swan, Itasca and Lexington planes (900,000 sq.miles)
was that plane landed at sea and most probsbly went down with a rush ;
and with erew inside. 20 km headwind throughout flight from Lae and
Earhart's inability to "get a minimum™ on her radio compass beariongs
of Itasca's transmissions appeared to be direct cause of her failure
to reach island, DBest data available from plane manufscturer convinced
me that she did not have any margin of fuel whatever.®

2, D s Up to date there has been no evidence suggesting that
#rs, Putnam go down in the rPacifie,

R. A. KOTRLA DN
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. IN REPLY REFER TO

Op=-321K/me

13 December 1949

MEMORANDUM FOR: OP-322

Subject: Information Pertaining to Amelia Earhart Disappearance in
1937.

1. A few months ago, numerous inquiries were directed to the
Department of the Navy relative to whether the Navy had obtained any infor-
mation indicating that Amelia Earhert had been a captive of the Japanese.
It is expected that numerous letters and inquiries will again be received
in this regard, since available informetion indicates that an ex-serviceman
in Japen will soon deliver a sensational story to a United States publisher
which purports to explain the mystery of.subject aviatrix's diseppearance.

2 It is requested that eny information available to the addres-
see in regard to the subject be provided as background information in order
that future inquiries may be properly handled.

SW. DuBOIS ’
Captain, U.S. Navy.
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