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Navy Department 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 

Washington 25, D. C. 

29 DecesJber 1949 

Subject; Inforaation on the Amelia Earhart Putnam Disappearsncs in 1937, 
Susaaary of. 

to Japan. (Thia story, however, was depreciated by “Marshall Island 
commandars" who called it a "third hand story" baaed on gassip-“N8w York 
Times, 24 Starch 1944)* 

e. The Japanese Government has consietsntly denied that it had 
been responsible in any wy with Urs. Putnam’ a diaappearance. In 1945 
CoaBBander Tonosuka Otani, Secretary to the Japanese Kaval AdjMant, 
declared that he had made exhaustive checks with the Japanese ifoae and 
Foreign Ministries and said there was no basis to the belief that Mrs. 
^utaam was alivo. Other Japanese officials including an ex-admiral 
and the ex-governor of the Marshall Islands had "absolutely no knowl¬ 
edge" about Mrs, Putnam’s capture or death, 

f. On 6 October 1943, 081 summarized the circumstances of 
fJrs. Putnam’s disappearance as follows; "Gilberts were searched and 
British authorities there assisted in check up oa all inhabited islands 
in vicinity, mandates were not searched but Japs were cooperative (or 
appeared to bo). Coast Guard cutter at destination (Howland Island) 
copied Earhart’s transmissions and were convinced that she made 
emergency landing at sea within about 100 miles of Howland Baker. (Hei* 
last transmissions ware tragic and near hysterical—iapoundsd by Coast 
Guard Commend at Honolulu). Studied conclusion at end of exhaustive 
search by Colorado, Swan, Itasca and Lexington planes (900,000 sq.miles) 
was that plana landed at sea and most probably went down with a rush 
and with crew inside. 20 km headwind throughout flight from ’*a3 end 
Earhart’s inability to “get a minimum" on her radio compass bearings 
of Itasca’s transmissiona appeared to be direct cause of her failure 
to roach island. Bast data available from plane manufacturer convinced 
me that she did not have any margin of fuel whatever," 

2. FIH Co'n’sent ; Uo to date there has been no evidence suggesting that 
Mrs, Futnas did not go down in ths '"acific. 

R. A. KOTHLA 



13 December 1949 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. IN REPLY REFER TO 

Op-321I^mc 

MEMORANDUM FOR; OP-522 

Subject: Information Pertaining to Amelia Earhart Disappearance in 
1937. 

!• -A- fevj- months ago, numerous inquiries were directed to the 
Department of the Navy relative to whether the Kavy had obtained any infor¬ 
mation indicating that Amelia Earhart had been a captive of the Japanese. 
It is expected that numerous letters and inquiries will again be received 
in this regard, since available information indicates that an ex-serviceman 
in Japan i^lll soon deliver a sensational story to a United States publisher 
■which purports to explain the mystery of. subject a'viatrix’s disappearance. 

2. It is requested that any information available to the addres¬ 
see in regard to -fche subject be provided as background information in order 
that future inquiries may be properly handled. 

S.W, DuBOIS, 
Captain, U.S, Navy. 
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Dusolina 1 

cently "Carmen” at the Berlin 
The Roaring '40s opera. 

about Dec. 21 . . . The federal 
government is cracking down 

Mr© West 

time. 

on industrial 
shipments to 
countries be¬ 
hind the iron 
curtain. The 
office of in-
ter national 
trade recent¬ 
ly suspended 
export li¬ 
cense privi¬ 
leges of four 
New York 
City corpora-
tions (one 
shipping 
equipment to 

may be" centered in one agency 
as a result of recent numerous 
air crashes. 

drop an atom bomb on Pasa¬ 
dena, Calif., society . . . Ingrid 
Bergman’s mink coat is up for 
sale in Hollywood. 

publicized foreign prince comes 
to light . An ex-GI. in Japan 

rpHE Henry Fondas have 
quietly arranged all property 

and other technical settlements 
and he will wed a famous song¬ 
writer’s niece when free, accord¬ 
ing to Shubert alley talk . . . 
Mrs. Roosevelt’s new midtown 
hotel apartment includes bach¬ 
elor quarters for Elliott ... In 
case it’s still news, Mady Correll 
or stage and screen wed Spencer 
James of Vallejo, Calif,, last 
Friday (he is stage manager of 
“Summer and Smoke” on tour.) 
, . . London society holding its 
breath over what will happen 
when the secret romance be¬ 
tween an orchestra leader’s wife 
with a much-married-and-much 

TOMORROW 

WILLIAM P. ROGERS, coun¬ 
sel to the Senate war inves¬ 

tigating committee and a for¬ 
mer 'assistant to District Attor¬ 
ney Frank Hogan, will resign to 
return to private law practice 
. . . New York’s water shortage 
may result in closing all laun¬ 
dromats in the city . . . The 
State industrial commissioner 
has filed judgment for more 
than $3,000 against a defunct 
night club (La Martinique) for 
money due under the unemploy¬ 
ment insurance law . . . One 
radio sponsor has had to cough 

1 up $80,000 to a script writer 
who owned a piece of a recently 
canceled air show . . . Armed 
forces overseas may soon be see¬ 
ing Arthur Schwartz’s television 
musical, “Inside U.S.A. With 
Chevrolet,” via kinescoped ver¬ 
sion to be shown on movie 
screens . . . Robert Young, the 
railroad magnate, says he is in 
the movie business to stay 
(which should be good news to 
Eagle -Lion films) . . . James 
Cain’s new novel is expected to 

Mae west win play Santa 
Claus, whiskers and all, at 

a backstage party for her “Dia-
mond Lil” cast Christmas eve 
... Mary Boland mulling a tele¬ 
vision series based on her stage 
success, “The Vinegar Tree” . . . 
Tallulah Bankhead’s touring 

BROADWAY WALKER 

S w itzerland, 
where it was rerouted to Czech¬ 
oslovakia) ... A report from 
Italy says Lucky Luciano is g(> 
ing heavily into the bread busi¬ 
ness, with the acquisition of 
three bakeries (and incidentally 
learning how to make bread 
himself) .. . Safety functions of 
the civil aeronautics board and 
the civil aeronautics authority 

Earhart’s disappearance^ . A 
a New York columnist wflibe the / 
1 key figure in a screen melo-
I drama called “Nothing Short of 
I Murder,” to be shot in New 
I York next month for Eagle-
'Lion release ... Though a Wash¬ 
ington columnist doesn’t know 
it, his entire professional career 
is being minutely scrutinized by 
a detective agency . . . The film 
premiere of “Frances,” hilarious 
satire revolving around a talk¬ 
ing Army mule, takes place in 
New Orleans at Mardi Gras 

Il irg what became of 
1 LGiannini, ■yia-Aniferican-Itallan 

/ ('oprano who had a brief career 
* >t the Met, she is singing opera 
—'f*in Central Europe, most re-

“Private Lives” drew $19,000 in 

moM, Va^^°wht(* ̂ ten’t hay in jl about W^deiiver a sensational 
the tobacco capital . . . Emil ‘I volume to a U.S. publisher, in 
Jannings, barred from making , I which he puiyorts to explain 
movies in the Allied zones in || the mystery of^aviatrjix ̂ Amelia 
Germany, has switched to East if ’ ™ . 
Germany, where he is grinding | i 
out stuff in the Red sector . . . 
A Hollywood producer is plan¬ 
ning to immortalize the ro¬ 
mance of Virginia Hill and the 
late Bugsey Seigel on celluloid, 
using different names, of course 
. . . Valeska Gert, who operated 
a Greenwhich Village spot 
known as the Beggar’s Bar, has 
opened a cellar spot in the 
State Opera building in Berlin 
. . . Grete Keller flew to Switz¬ 
erland last Friday to reopen her 
Chez Grete spot in St. Mortiz 
... If you have been wonder-

NEW YORK, Dec. 11—^President Truman’s official biography is 
being compiled by Jonathan Detels ... Labor analy^^^^ 

that 1949 was the year for pensior < oh 
for “guaranteed annual wage” drive . . . Adm. J 
new Navy chief, will be making headlines out of New Englaim_ 

NOW... Open 10:45 
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Beading ft Big Show 
-L-. SATURDAY L- L 

“BOROER IHGIBENT” 
Starting / 

IMICARBO MOHTALBAN / 
GEORGE MURPHY l\ 
• en stage 

H&RRY rgHME A Others 


