THE GEORGE PUTNAM FUND OF BOSTON

FIFTY STATE STREET

OFFICE OF THE TRUSTEES

Mareh 30, 1942

The President
White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Franklin:

I am taking the liberty of writing to you
because [ believe that a situation is developing that
might become serious., There is no use in writing to
Archilie MacLelsh about it, as he has no more power than

1 have to correct it. X1773 = X469S" % /44

1 refer to excessive censorship of news,
Iveryone believes that the German and Japanese general
staffs get at least most of the facts and that only loyal
Americans are kept in ignorance.

What 1 think I detect is the same sort of numb
end disturbed feeling (not complacent at all) that existed
in Neville Chamberlain's Fngland or Daladier's France.

The Navy raids Wake Island? The Japs give their
version immediately. The Navy waits a month before

giving theirs, To say that the necessity for radio silence
should cause as much delay as that seems specious.

Why not give us some of the real facts about our
production program? Something to make us all realize
what is being accomplished? People are trying to work
herd, but there is such worry and uncertainty that the

reaults are¢ not what they might be, There are two things
thet eould meke them produce that extra effort that gets

the superlative results, One 1s a feeling of desperation
such u the British had after Dunkirk, n.nd the other is
the enthusiasm from results known anﬁ shared, God protect
us from ever having the first stimulus, but a more intel-
ligont handling of tha news could she us some of the

nlond. g—ﬂﬁ‘ 7 & x,,,.,s?
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