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WASHINGT ON , D . C . 

GILBERT GROSVl::NOR, P R ESI DE NT 

The President 

'The White House 

Dear Mr. President: 

CAB LE A D DR ESS 

NATGE0S0C, WASHINGTON 

June 2, 1932 

On behalf of the members of the National Geographic Society, 

I respectfully invite you to present to Mrs. Amelia Earhart Putnam a 

Special Gold Medal which the Board of Trustees of the National 

Geographic Society have unanimously voted her, in recognition of her 

flights across the Atlantic and her many years of service in promotin7? 

aviation. {"Jl
1
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On F.l'i,ll"!Y e-..e11l g, Jm, e 17, at 8: 30 o I clock, The Society 

will give a reception for Mrs. Amelia Earhart Putnam in Constitution Hall 

of the Daughters of the American Revolution. 

very brief. 

The ceremonies will be 

The fact that you have kindly honored the National Geographic 

Society on previous occasions encourages us to hope that you and 

Mrs. Hoover would again honor the membership by your presence and make 

the presentation at this reception. 

MR. MELVILLE BELL GROSVENOR 

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF ILLUSTRATIONS DIVISION 

THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE 

WASHINGTON, D. C., U. S . A . 

Very respectfully, 



TELEPHONE 

DECATUR 4400 

WASHINGTON , D . C. 

GILBERT GROSVENOR, PRESIDENT 

CA B LE ADDRESS 

NATG E0S0C, WASHINGTON 

June 6, 1932 

Honorable Theodore G. Joslin, 
Secretar>J to The President 
The White House 

Dear Mr. Joslin: 

Have I your permission to release to the 

press associations the enclosed statement? 

it in any way that you desire. 

Of course we will revise 

Following this release, special stories of the 

presentation by President Hoover will be prepared and given to the 

six hundred and more daily newspapers, etc., to which the National 

Geographic Society regularly supplies material at the request of these 

newspapers. 

en closure;} 
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Deeply appreciating your cooperation, I am 

Yours sincerely, 
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Memorandum Regarding Presentation of Geographic Medal to Mrs. Putnam 

On behalf of the National Geographic Society President Hoover will 

present Mrs •. Amelia Earhart Putnam with The Society's Special Gold Medal for ------ "' ... -~----... 
her solo flight across the Atlantic at Constitution Hall Tuesday evening, 

June 21. 

Dr. Gilbert Grosvenor, president of the National Geographic Society, 

will preside and, following the presentation of the medal by The President 

of the United States, Mrs. Putnam will relate to Geographic Society members 

the vivid narrative of her noteworthy flight. 

The medal presented to Mrs. Putnam will be the sixteenth presented 

by The Society for unusual geographic achievements since the first presentation, 

in 1906, of a medal to Peary for his Arctic explorations. 

medal was made by President Roosevelt. 

Presentation of that 

Other recipients of Geographic Medals include Sir Ernest H. Shackleton, 

for his Antarctic discoveries, which presentation was made by President Taft; 

Colonel Goethals, of Panama Canal fame, presentation by President Wilson; 

Colonel Lindbergh, for his transatlantic flight, presentation by President 

Coolidge; and Rear-Admiral Byrd, who received one of The Society's medals for 

his flight to the North Pole from the hands of President Coolidge, and another 

for his Antarctic explorations and flight to the South Pole, which presentation 

was made by President Hoover. 

Mrs. Putnam's account of her aerial voyage will add another name to 

the noteworthy roll of explorers, scientists and world travelers who have 

appeared before The Society's members or written for The Society first accounts 

of their findings and discoveries -- such as Amundsen, de Pinedo, Eckener, 

Dargue, Kingsford-Smith, Ross Smith, Macready and Cobham, and, among statesmen,Taft, 

Roosevelt, Bryce, Coolidge, Curzon, Jusserand, and also, among naturalists 
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and scientists, .Alexander Graham Bell, Langley, Beebe, Morley, Shiraa, Griggs, 

Andrews, Rock, Murphy and Wetmore. 

The National Geographic Society has been outstanding in its attention 

to the rapid progress of aeronautics, beginning with publication in 1905 with 

an article by its former president, Alexander Graham Bell, on "Tetrahedral 

Kites," which article foreshadowed aviation's practical application to exploration, 

travel, and commerce. 

Since that year The Geographic has published 62 articles on practical 

flight. Articles by Lindbergh, Byrd, Ross Smith, Cobham, Eckener, Macready, 

Dargue, Street, and Stevens have marked practical milestones in progress of 

aviation and, latterly it has been a pioneer in utilizing the airplane in 

exploration and in aerial photography. In 1930 it published the first 

successful color photographs taken from the air; and it also published the first 

aerial photograph, which attracted world scientific interest, showing the 

curvature of the earth. 



TELEPHONE 

DECATUR 4400 
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WASHINGTON, D . C . 

GILBERT GROSVENOR, Pa.,ESIDENT 

,,c"'' • _>-•-, 
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,/ L .I / / 1j~-d __ ~/, June 
r"'- ✓ 

Honorable Theodore G. Joslin, \!J ✓ "1,J! / 
Secre~ to The President - [ft _ y· . -
The White House ~~ 

My dear Mr. Secretary: 

CABLE ADDRESS 

NATGEOSOC, WASHINGTON 

1.3, 19.32 

In regard to the arrival of Miss .Amelia Earhart in Washington 

on the morning of June 21: Miss Earhart will, of course, pay her respects 

first to the President at the hour that you designate, and will then call 

upon the Secretaries of the Army, Navy, and Department of Commerce, these 

calls to be followed by other official calls. 

I understand that at the request of the president of the Columbia 

Broadcasting System, and in order that they may have available the 

Red Network, The President has consented to move the hour of the ceremonies 

up to eight o'clock, and if that be so decided I should be glad to have 

your confirmation. 

I shall be very glad if you will advise me at your convenience at what 

hour you wish Miss Earhart to call at the White House. 

the other engagements can then be made . 

With this information, 

With appreciation of your kind cooperation, and all good wishes, 



Jw1e 14t 1932. 

Dr. Gilbert Grosvenor, 
President, National Geographic Society, 
\!ashington~ D. C. 

Dear Dr . Gr,osvenor: 

I t1ran-t to thank you for your 
letter of June 13th regarding the 
arrived of· Mrs . Putnam .. The President 
has consented to the chance 1n the hour, 
advancing it from eight thirty to eight 
o'dlock. I would suggest thnt Hrs . 
Putnam cell at the l'Jxecutive Oft'ices nt 
twelve-thirty thnt day. 

Yours most sincerely, 

Theodore G. Joslin, 
Secretary to the President. 

X 



Ms-s. Jaelia Earhart ~tmun, 
2 lest 4Sth Street, 
Bew toi-k 01 t,-. 

My' dear Ire. J\ttn&at 

J,,,y 8th, 1932. 

Enclosed 1a a copy ot tbe Joint Resolution of Congress granting 
7ou the Distinguished Plying Cross, which wae approved by the President 
on J'uly 2nd, 19!2, 

The Wai- Dep-'1.rtment h&s beea requested ~ secure the Cross and 
hold it pending the arrallgentent., r():r the presentat1ot.. I -:~ iut'e the 
President would~ gle.d to eon.term to your trittbes should 1ou care to 
come. to lashington in order tlmt, be may personally, present the Cross. 
on the ot&ter hand, if' ;1011 pretor to ha"f'e t~ preaentat1on 111ade on the 
West Coe.st, the Presi~:nt oould be.ve app-ropr1ate arrangetJenta Md& by 
the lld.litary authorities out there, a su.i"tabl& officer be1n.i des1gnated 
to repre$ent bu at the ooremony. 

Ber ore taJd.r1J t.Ir;J further .. t.eps too President desL.~d me to find 
out, 1ntol"llally1 fO\tr- ~ rishN: 1n the ttJe,ttie:r. 

Campbell B. tbrlg~s, 
Lt--Colonitl,. Intant:ey, 

l!illt..$!1 .Atd~ to tt.:e !>r~sident. 



✓ 

JOINT RESOLUTION 

**1H~,'-H'(' 

Authorizing the P:resirlent of the United States to Present 

The Dist~auished Flying Croes to Amelia Earhart Putnam 

RJ:l!SOLVED BY THE SEDATE .AND tIOUS:E! OF RFRRESfil!TATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES 

OF h"lft."'RICA Ul OONGRESS ASSEMBLED, That the President of the United St~atCzJS 

is authorized to present tll..e Distinguished. Fl:yi..'4,,g Cross to Amelia Earhart 

Putnam tor displaying heroic courage and skill as a nav1gat..of, at the risk 

oi" her life, by her non-stop flight in her plane, unnamed, from Harbor 

Grace, New.found.land to Londonderry, Ireland, on May 20, 1952 by ahieh she 

became tbe first and only woman, and the eecond person, to .cross the 

Atlantic Ocean in a. plane solo i"light, and. also established. new records 

for speed and elapsed time between tra.e two contine~ts. 

Approv~d by ·the President Ju,ly 2nd, 1952. 



Jnc~ed i1 a cop1 ot the .Joint Resolution, 11--anting the 
»1ati~1hed r1,-1nc Cross to :blelia larbart Putnam. 

t t 1s reques\ed tbs, t the Wu nepa:.:tment ae~ the O:li"oss 
and hold. 1 t pe~ a:rrangeaenta for the utald.nft o.t the pr-ea~ntatlon. 

Oq:pb&ll B• Hodges, 
I"t-~C-olonel, Inf an try, 

lfilit.a~r Aide to the Pre$1lif;nt. 

) l~olone"J. Etaory f., Adan.is, .r..G!JjD., 
llo·oa 2541 s-~1\l\te, War and J!.v,vy Bli1~, 
Waa.hicgton, D • C. 



Campbell B. Hodges, 
Lt-Colonel, Infantry, 

Yk Anlbassador 
LOS ANGE LES 

July 11, 1932. 

Military Aide to the President, 
The White House, 
Washington, D.C. 

My dear Colonel: 

My wife, Amelia Earhart, has asked 
me to acknowledge your letter.of July 8, as she 
herself is taking off today on a transcontinental 
hop. 

As Miss Earhart will return to 
the Pacific Coast almost immediately, it might 
be better to arrange for the presentation of the 
Distinguished Flying Cross out here, if, as you 
graciously suggest, this meets the approval of 
the President. Miss Earhart expects to be avail­
able at Los Angeles between July 25 and August 10. 
Any date in that period which would meet the con­
venience of the West Coast military authorities 
would be sa~isfactory to Miss Earhart. 

Kindly address her, or me~ at the 
Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles. 

Very truly yours, 

5'{5X?~ 
GPP:EBL 



July 15th, 1952. 

Illrs. Amelia ."rbart Putnam, 
2 est 45th Street, 
Ne~" York City. 

iiy dear Mrs. Putnam: 

The enclosed copy of a letter recently mailed 
to you on the West Coast explains itsel.£. The morning 
rowspapoi"S bring news of your flibht back to this side 
of the Continent, ;hicb. ron.y pro ba.bly make inapplicable 
the suggestions contl~ined i.~ the enclosed letter. 

However, the preoentation of the DistinoC11J.ished 
Flying C:ro ss can be ar ... a.nged in accordance ~1i-th your 
wishes. 

Ho pin~-;- that you are having u splendid reeord­
brea..ldng rllght, I am, 

Vey ~in-cerely yours, 

Campbell * Hod~s, 
Lt-Colonel, Infantry, 

Uilitary P...ide to tho P esident. 



Mr. Geo. P. Putnam, 
The Am.bassador Hotel, 
Los A?lf,.reles, California .. 

July 16th, 1952. 

Your letter of July 11th just reeeived and I am glad to 
let you know that the President is asking the Socreta.i-y or War 
to have the military authorities on the VJest Coast arrange for the 
prese tation of the .Distinguished Flying Cross to ~iss Eru:·hart 
a.s may be mu.tw.illy convenient for them, some time between July 25 
and August 10. 

Miss Ear.hart m...~y expect as inquiry at an ea.:c-ly date 
from. the military authorities out there as to her riishes 1n the 
matter. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Campbell B. Hodges, 
Lt-C lonel, lnfa 1try, 

., ili tary Aide to the President. 



The no~retde ,~ t:d.ck J • ilarl.4i;y 8 

The ~,;ie:ret(try ltiA't' 1 
l~$t.J"nt;UJl:l• D, C .• 

Cofifitl~~~,, .ttJ~f>t'(r,100. Ju).,y S!;.~ :, 
autl~:"'if.es p~Mi;.t t~~ Di~tir~td&l~ Flying ~roes 
to Amelui Er11.dffl1•t Putu~i!r~. Sb.i ~»a~t~ to ~ at. th$ i?il~Ut1ltdtYl" 
f,t(,tel, to* i~l~lt~, c~~lttor4¼:bi. btJ't;;,~n July lVi,iu~t 10th. 
the Pi►e~i·d~nb ~ill bo o~ig(~ lit y~tu ,.,J.,U !~'lW ·tJ:ie I.11•,..,zte~tatitin 

by t,h,tz .\liihi. .... ,.to,·~·.s,:.~ tilltlruz,,itJ.oo 1t¥n 
b'Jt Ul/$ .tli:•;*~ttt~d ttS ll&lltrl:, ik$, 

e.n<:i a, ~u.;Ui~bl4;!! ~ffie~r bein.~ ae4;1:l.HT~~1;.J{.1 
1
ti.;} ~~p:re .... 

O(f!~i~1l\V'• 



lterewt tb 1D tht, D1:1tb\~~t1iled flying CN~a ilb1ch 
the Pnf&1dent lita~ authoriied 'b1 Joint Re,olution of Congre~fJ• 
~-P•Pl~~ld Jtal;r 2; 1931,. to pHsmt to Amelia kri1Art futa~.m~ 

~ heJ11dmt ht1.S req~~~d t.'te 8ecrete,r:, f)f War 
to designate, ~ oi'tt!cer on the leot Cout to NP:tet~nt him 
in wre-s~ntb\g tJd..,t ~sa to Ilsa kaiutrt, wh~ el!pt.,cw io lt~ 
at th• .btba~,~~4o:r Iictel, 1~, •a•l•s, C~lltcmia,. betwea 
lul.7 25 U1 ad A~i'\ 10t.'l, 

It n~;u•s~~, that tbe Cf'o1a b• t~lmi:ttt1d to 
tho 4es1i,aatea otfi~•~• 

C. B. 00:DGBI, 
tiftt• Colonel, Intrnd,r,jr 1 

Billt~r:, MQ to the PNid.d:ent~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Miss Amelia Earhart, 

1/ -f-:_ (j 
r-vf-:1~ V 
July 18th, 1952. 

y 

The Ambassador Hotel, \ 
Los Angeles, California. l 

My dear Miss Earhart: P < 

r~ t ~ -~ r.)',,( ~ ',t).,v..,.,,... ~,,, h. -- ~ t•,,._ '", -

CielR8!!1!1e;dK:~lg • ..a£8;....l>eea~~lffl!,'te~M represent 
me in presenting to you the Distinguished Flying Cross 
authorized by the Congress in a Joint Resolution which 
was approved on July 2nd, 1952. 

At the presentation ceremony, I am asking him 
to band you this message or congratulations upon the 
many and well-deserved honors which your knowledge or 
the science and art of aviation, and your great skill 
and courageous spirit as a pilot and navigator have 
brou?ht to you ; and through you > to the womanhood or 
America. 

Faithfully yours, , 

!l ii-

~ ~~~~~~~~~-

~ 1:::-
~ i 
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I,' \ J 

~ti.SS A1• elia -'ur!:art., 
he Ambassador Hotel, 

s Angeles, Calit"'orni ,.. 

July 18th, 1952. 

~ 
General Craig b e been requested to represent 

me in presenting ··to ycu the Distillguished Flying Cross 
u.thorizetl by the Congress in a Joint Re-solution which 
·as approve on July r.:nd, 19?! ... 

At t.J.1e presezrta.tior eerem.oey, I am asking h1m 
to han~ you this .t-leSs ."'e of congratulations upon the 
many ar.id well-deserved hono_ ... s which your kno led e of 
tlle science and art of aviatio,n, and your , e t. skill 
and eoura • eous spirit as pilot and navig" tor ~ve 
brought to you and through you to the womanl: ood of 
Americ. 

Faithfully yours, 



War Department 
The Adjutant General's Office 

Washington 
AG 095 Putnam, .Amelia Earhart 

(7-8-32) Ex 
July 18, 1932. 

Subject: Distinguished Flying Cross. 

To: The Commanding General, 
Ninth Corps Area, 

Presidio of San Francisco, Calif. 

1. Under the prov1s1ons of an Act of Congress approved July 2, 
1932 (Public Resolution No. 31, 72d Congress), copy inclosed, a Distin­
gUished Flying Cross was awarded to Mrs • .Amelia Earhart Putnam. There 
are being forwarded to you~ under separate registered covers, a Distin­
guished Flying Cross and engraved certificate pertinent thereto. 

2. By direction of the President this Distinguished Flying Cross 
will be presented to Mrs. lunelia Earhart Putnam under your direction. 

3. Mrs . Putnam will be at the .Ambassador Hotel, Los .Angeles, Calif., 
between July 25th and August 10th, 1932. 

4. The Honorable F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary of War 
expects to be in Los .Angeles during the period mentioned above and in 
this event he will be the party designated to represent the President 
at the ceremony. Should Mr . Davison be unable to proceed to Los Angeles, 
a suitable officer from your command will be designated to represent the 
President at the ceremony and his name will be reported to this office 
by radio. 

5. Mr. Davison's decision regarding attendance at Los Angeles 
will be communicated to you by radio at the earliest possible date. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

l Incl: 
copy or Pub. Res. #31. 

Sgd: E. s. Adams 
Adjutant General. 



WAR DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON 

Honorable Lawrence Richey, 
Secretary to the President, 

The White House. 

Dear Mr. Ric hey: 

July 20, 1932. 

Reference is made to your letter of the 16th instant, relative 
to the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross to .Amelia Earhart Put­
nam by the Act of Congress approved July 2, 1932. 

For your information I am pleased to inclose a copy of a letter 
dated July 18, 1932, addressed to the Com..'118.nding General, Ninth Corps 
Area, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., concerning arrangements for 
the presentation of the Distinguished Flying Cross to Mrs. Putnam 
while in Los Angeles, Calif., between July 25th and August 10th, .1932. 

1 Incl: 
ey. of letter 7-18-32. 



!.ias 1\l!lelia Eo.rbart1 ? 
The nb asa or btel, • 
L s l a ,, ._,,a,lifornia. 

try a.ear as • hart: 

mhe Vi~ President has men re nested to 
represent me in p esenting to you tl1e .Distinguiohed 
Flying Cross authorized. by the Congress in a J'otnt · 
Resolution which .as approved on July 2nd, 1932. 

At the prooontation eer~ ony,, I atn asking 
l1im to hand you this message of' congratule:tiona upon 
the many and wall-donerved l1onors w111ch your kno l­
edge of td1 cienoe and art of aviation. and your 
groat aldll and courageous spirit aa a pilot and 
navig tor have brought to you. and through you, to 
the womanhood of Amari"'._ 

ai thtully yours• 



Amelia E:irhart Pu-t.nam, 
Am.bas adoi-- Hertel~ 
Loa Angeles, ·O:~U". 

Colonel Hot1e;et1 
Milita~, Aide-.,,. 



PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCIDlNING ITS SERVICE 
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CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless its de­
ferred character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced, 
ing the address. 
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UNION 

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT J. C. WILLEVER, PIRST YICE•PRESIDENT 

SIGNS 
DL = Dav Letter 

NM = Nia}it Message 

NL = Night Letter 
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KA28 32 NM=LOSANGELES CALIF 22 

COLONEL HODGES= 
WHITE HOUSE WASHN= 
"---:;-

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 
FULL•RATE I DAY LETTER 

EITHER JULY TWENTY NINTH OR THIRTIETH WILL BE CONVENIENT 

FOR ANY ARRANGEMENTS -THE VICE PRESIDENT ~AY CARE TO MAKE 

FOR · fv1EDAL PRESENTATION AT LOSANGELES STOP PLEA'SE ADVISE 

WHATEVER PLANS MAY BE MADE= 

AMELIA EARHART. 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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fli:w ru1~1lia Earba~rt, 
P..mbae~do)!'t lfotel, 
Los Angolas, Ctltfornta. 

Jll!ii'i TM!tt.n!'-iilIITU OR 
~ 



Campbell B. Hodges, 
Lt-Colonel, Infantry, 

9ie Ambassador 
LOS ANGE LES 

July 25, 1932. 

Military Aide to the President, 
The White House, Washington, D.C. 

My dear Colonel Hodges; 

Thank you for your letter 
of the 23rd, in .further reference to the presen­
tation o.f the Distinguished Flying Cross to 
Miss Earhart in Los Angeles. 

Colonel Yates, on behalf' } 
of General Craig, has all,eady been in communica- 1 
tion with me in the premises. I understand his 
plans for ~reroony on the 30~h are being worked 

• out. 

Thank you .for your courteous 
cooperation .. 

Sincerely yours, 

cyp]f~ 
GPP:EBL 


