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Bones Found on Saipan Studied
As Clue to Amelm Earhart Fate

From News Dispatches

A University of Cahforma
anthropologist is to begin a
study next week of the skel-!
ctal remains of two bodxcs'
possibly those of /the long-
missing aviatrix Amelia Bar-
hart Putnam and her navx&ag
tor, Fred Noonan,

The remains, including
soine dental work which may
prove to be Noonan’s, were

disinterred from a shallow|-

Saipan grave two months ago,
climaxing a radio newsman’s
months-long effort to solve
the mystery in which Miss
Karhart’s  round-the-world
flight ended on July 2, 1937.
The bhones are being flown
from Guam to Berkeley to be
studied by anthropologxst
Theodore D, McCown,
I'red Goerner; 36, a néws
ManRtaSymaiisgmrisco radio
station KCBS, told. a news
canference ‘yesterday that in-
formation which led him to
the jungle grave came from
Thomas E, Devine, a business-
man of West Haven, Conn.
Goerngr said Cmdr. Paul
Bridwell, Saipan’s naval com-}
mandant, expressed to him a
theory .that Miss Earhart and

‘,,,

the Marshalls, then taken fo|
Saipan where they were 1m~
prisoned, :

Devine, a United States sol~
dier with a post office unit on|

Saipan in 1944-45, said a na- '
ziw woman abked him one
day if he was searching for a|
srave, and pointed out the
shallow burial place to him.
fiut he said he did not con-
necel the grave with the dis-
appearafice ol the fliers untili
years later.

Armed with this informa-
vion, Goerner formed an ex-;
pedition which came upuu]
the burial site Sept. 21.

“Excavating in the vicinily
where the war-destroyed city
ol Sarapan once was,” Goern-!
or said, Y*we found a shallow,
wnmarked  grave containing

{Noonan. ‘Bul we are not sure’
tigeasts Guard Cutter

‘well 7told him:

e

1the xgemamh of a mcm aml a
woman. - % .

“Fbill tecth uncoveretl, doc-
ilors indicated they were Catt-
casiaff” and quite possibly|-
those ‘of Miss Earhart and

these are the remains.”

Goexner said Cmdr. Brxd
“I think the’y
went down in the Marshalls,
close to Howland Island, were
captured, taken lo Yap, and
then brought to Saipan.”
The bodies had been buried
only two fect deep, in Japa-
nese fashion.

“Miss Earhart and Noonan
may have been kept on Saipan
for a year or more,” Goerner
said. “I was told Miss Earhart
died of dysentery and, after
her death, Nponan was exe-
cuted by Samurav sword.”

There were np dental plates
as such, bt thHé tdeth had fill-
ings indicating the work ol
American dentists]

Nce one had done a thor-
ough job of checking informa-
tion on Miss ~Earhart's last
{iight, including regorts of in-
tercepted. messdges, . présum-
ably rom the Japanese,
Wthh were never made pub-
hr B

Albert Morrissey of Medford,
Mass,, “éxpressed little confi.
dence that the remains were
ithose of the flier, She said
there was no known dental
chart of Miss Earhart.
Goerner said Dr. James
Scott of Palm Springs, Calif.,
might have Noonan’s chart.
Saipan is 2275 miles from
Howland * Island, ‘which was
the fliers’ destmatmn after
they took off from Lae, New

'Guinea, for the Pacific Ocean|

“Miss Farhart’s sister, Mrs.

Tmalgs wfe
Iegs of their ﬂlght Thexr last
messages indicated their be-
lief that they were close to
Howland.

‘Forty-six minutes beloure
their last message Miss lar-
hart: told the United States
{1asca,
tzu’idmg by at Howland. “we
re .eipdiing hut cannol hear
you? Noomin had estimated
previously: they - were witiiin
100 miles rgf dHowland.

Cmdr, W. K. Thompson of
the Itasca said, “at the ond
Miss Earhart talked so rapid-
Iy ‘as to be almost incoherent.”
e said the plane’s radio was
loudest when it sent the “cir-
cling” message and he he-
lieved, it was closest to How-
land at that time.

On-the-spot searchers al (b
time believed the light niust
have ended in the sca nem
Howland.

In Baliimore, Cap(. Irving
Johnson, who speual itany
years searching «for Amelis

Earbart, discouhted the idea
tha} her remains had beeu
found.

“It’s most unlikely,” he said.
“thé” Japanese were ques
tioned closely about this after
the war when they had abso-
lutely nothing to hide, and
they contended they Xnoew
nothing of Miss MKarhart.
There is a remote possihility.
but ,

Johnson said he had access

-1to the complete file on Miss

| Barhart in the war plane
joffice where he worked. ilc
said there was no evidence of
any intercepted Japanesc mes
sages dealing with the disap
pearance and no evidenes tha
she might have heen captured
by the Japanese

&






