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Sinigter Conspqucy‘? -
THE SEARGH FOR AMELIA EARHY

' y CBS, the §gm NEWSs g_ggrih i ¢
Mhe San Mateo ?g |T Times a{nd o

mardmsociated Press, he made four trips’ t6™
by Fred Goerner.” 326 pages.” Do €l rthe islands "of the western Pacific to

day. $5.95. - swe © igather evidence of evil- -doing.” 1" PSHD, 7

Was Amelia Earhart really lost at he returned from . th qggﬁ,g ;b_%
sea_during her round-the-world flight bag}-u'l of airplane par%{re gea)%ut o
_Saipan harbor. These, he believeg

29 years ago—or_ was she 3 spy who_
died a captive of the Japanese? __.the remains of Earhart's fwip-e

Fred Gogrger, 2 ' gckheed. Elect: éﬁ No, such luck; ke
newséaster, ! co lecnon turned out to. be parts from a_
SiX years, and > Japanese plane, ]n 1964 Goerner got
he is ponvmced el C S WCT . O_py;ous— a flash of headlipes by producmg seven
Iy,"if Earhart simply died in_a plane pounds of human bones and 37 teeth,
accident, there wild be nonced for a  The_ flyers? Nope, declared a Berkeley._
lqook,, By stitch SUI‘IDISC to fact anthropologgt—they belonged to somié

Goerger, jmakes a‘_book t T A s
hangs together His Tantali GOERNEWWTH 7BLANE PART IN SAIPAN

ipr theory is that Earhart,@ e gayiga-  interviews With witnesses who claimed = 7 7 AZfGftalizing theory.
r, Fred Nogna . i ) QY kDey something, and with . a.Jgan and a woman who resembled
k. y mission for oeid 10Us officials who denicd that they ' \ and Earhart. Goerner quotes
s - ngw._agyihing, Goerner fashioned his  piafive sources as saying that Earhart
_plot, When Earhart left Lac, he writes, ably died of dysentery and that
she did, ggt fly directly toward Howland ~Noonan was beheaded, but he does not
Islangd, Instead, acting on the request docuthent the fact. Nevertheless he
of a highly placed U.S. official (Goer--Zwrites: “The kind of questioning and
ner hints that it must have been .lljg_dshlp% they endured can be _im-
F.D.R), she headed north toward Truk .agined. Death may have been a re-
efore Early on July 2, the Coast in the c%g_l Carolines to reconnoitgr  lease they both desired.”
. utter [ltasca, standmg by at J1panese fields and fleet-servicing t%[ No Secret. If Goerner’s story is cor-
']-Iowland, received a series of messages cilities jn thc area. To make this detour .rect why is it that neither the U.S. nor
1T om Pilot Earhart reporting that she possrble w1thout arousing suspicion— “the Jgggnese government will confirm

, 1937, on t,e mqst_sgg,n
@us leg of their trip—a 2,550-mile
leap to tiny (one square mile) Howland
Island, where no plane had ever Janded

Jnsure of her position and that afteg gfl; the whole world knew the fly- -it?_That is what _he wants to know.

¢ was running low on gas. Her last er’s Jperary—Earhart had had her & 152 sinister conspiracy in Wash-
medsage, delivered in a broken and Elegfra” secretly outfitted with special 1&&9“ ‘Goerner hints, aimed at keep-
thokeq voice, was a plea for a fix on engihes capable of cruising at 200 igg_things hushed up, even so many

S.after the event, And the Japanese
t talk, he addsZ because they fear
~an _admission comphcnty would

ﬁr position. Too Jate. [tasca failed to m.ph.; as far as anybody else knew,
t a fix, and so, su sequently, did an Goerner writcs, the plane coyld do
afmada of U.S. ﬂeelt  searchers. only 150-165 m.p.h.
Goerner  has , ded he says, After sizing up Truk, Earhart headed age their hope of recovering some
- : »»  for Howland. Goerner guesses that she _of the Pacific. isla that became _part
soon got hopelessly lost in a tropical ~ .of a U.N. trust 'ory after the war.
storm and turned the Electra north%rhat farfetchg d mlon will be news
and west, away from her destination the Japanese
By calcu]ating the Electra’s speed and . Along the way, ;Goerner does infect
fuel consumption, Goerner figures that' “the reader with some. _nagging points.
the plane must have crash-landed near ~ He has_found two; U.S. Marines who
the beach of Mili atoll in the south- ~ claim that they exhumed the flyers’
eastern Marshall Islands. It was from bodies in S’upan in®1944, and says that
that place, he says, that Earhart cranked the remains were either secreﬂy re-
out S O S messages on the plane’s  interred or are today in the possession
emergency radio. This, Goerner be- . .of the Armed Fprces Institute of Pa-
IieVes, accounts for the fact that a num- tho]ogy And he quo[es no less a person-
ber of radio operators reported pick- age than Admiral Chester A. Nimitz,
ing up messages from the downed p]ane who told Goerner in March 1965: “I
at about this time. " Wwanfto tell you Eathart and her navi-
Goerner estimates that twelve days gator did go down in the Marshalls
later a Japanese fishing boat reached . and were picked up by the Japanese.”
%e e. They were taken aboard ~ Alas, Nimitz told ‘him no more than
ransferred either to the Japa-- that; he died last February.
seaplane tender Kamoi or to the Readers who take Goerner's word
gﬁsex ship. Koshu, which was known  for everything will have to take it on
2 be in the region. From his talks with  faith. For example, those special cn-
n;mve;g Goerner concludes that the fly- gmes that_play such an” important part
_—els were taken first to Jaluit, then Kwa- ‘i GoerneP's closely cut puzzler were no
Byl 10, a% a.J'y to Saipan, Japan’s = _secret at all. Onghe day aftér Earhart’s
) l'ﬁtaryv, rters_in the Pacific; a plane went down, the New York Times
umber of Saipanese say that th%ﬁr&"f reported that the Electra was equipped
fl)‘g s fou em&heed Electra is an with” two ol the ~Tatest WaSp engines,

Eu(J%?Z) . altogether different model, related by name capable of cruising speeds well over
QIJ:LY, % N ‘ 200 m.p.h. )






