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ustrated. Dou-

! %ible, but for 30

ye
terjouy, gis arance in the
-Pacjfi while on_.a_ ’round-the-
world flight in July, 1937, the
United_States ,Government has
Zknown what happened to Amelia
Earhart. The famed aviatriz,
first woman to fly the Atlantic
solo and darling of this country
and ‘the world, suffered the fate
of & spy at the hands of the
Japanese In those pre-Pear] Har-
bor days of turmoil and sus-
‘picioh, ~ and a tight - lipped
secrlty has kept the fact con-
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" his epochal flight when Miss factory radio nication
Earhart flew the Atlantic alons with the plane, Indieating® fhat
in 1928 and ’received:the Di_st?n- the flyers were lost and short of

.j8ished Flying Medal at a joint fuel. Nothing more was heard.
sess‘;(vm of Congress. There was and for the next 30 .ddiys .the
a White Houss dinner and largest and most eXpensiv
foreign honors galore. In 1931 search In history was comduch;3
SSRGSt e e 0
afid” Whén news got abouf of the _ E: cmﬁedovc‘;?ih Y}gt h\a_ctua)h;
proposed globe ~encircling flight N bpe had ch ab Larhary gne
there was & fever of public ex- ﬂoonan ad changed courss an:i

» . llown over Truk, finally eoming
citement. In her Lockheed Elec down on Mill Atll in the souths
tra the adventure began Ma 20, eastern Marshalls, where they

Il\%gﬁ a?lnd }1; dlate ré];él}f efhel\?;g were nabbed by the Japaness
Guinea and were ready for the and later conveyed to Saipan,
long over -water Pacific seg- 2 military headquarters island
mext. : : near Guam in the Carolines. The
Lo e officlal verdiet was - “lost at
Bodies Recovered In 1944 sea,” and for months the
B the TR o country talked of little else than
On'the moming of July 2 they the fate.of the beloved “Lady
Lindy.”
. The doleful fate of a captured
'spy Is that your country can do
nothing to heélp, and- g0 # was
““that the two were executed
" (Amelia i3 rumored to have
‘died of dysentery, though this
seems unlikely). They were
buried In Saipan, and the bodies
recovered in 1944, st the time of
‘the American invasion. Japan
“distlaimed any knowledge of the:
affair, although documentary
proof in all phases of the saga
mnational sifuation prevented any and the statements of those in-:
overt moves. Particularly were . volved uncovered by Mr. Goer-
"we interested in Japanese Truk, ~ner appear to be conclusive,
the “Gibraltar of the Pacific, An Excitin g Tale

Goerner started on the trail |
. 1960, when a native woman liv-!
=wwcodng in California, Mrs. Akiyama, |
said that she had seen the flyers
as prisoners in Salpan. He made’
four trips to Guam and Saipan.
in the next five years and his
experiences form an exciting:
tale of derring-do and a remark-
able perseverance. But in Wash-
ington and elsewhere In the:
country he found a wall of
silence and - a display of
shoulder - shrugging that he’
couldn't break down even with
the help of the late Admiral
Nimitz.

Some responsibility goes to
those in high places too, it would
-seem, and a general air of con-
spiracy seems to have hovered
over the State Department, the
Navy, the Marine Corps, the
Central Intelligence Agency,
(Goerner’s discovery of a Na-
tionalist Chinese spy school on
* Saipan was a factor), and as-
sorted other centers of Federal
power. '

1t is a puzzling hash of govern-
mental policy and method, and
not too happy a disclosure. Mr.
~dxperner has performed a good
= gervice in bringing it out in the

open. A
, G, H. POUDER.

Howland Island,’ a tiny landfall
in the Western Pacific Marianas,
with precautions for salety and
careful supervision ordered by
President Roosevelt, It was 2,500
miles ‘over open  water, with
Howland in the felghborhood of
the Marshall and Caroline is-
lands, mandated to Japan and
convenient for the Hawaiian ad-
venture {o come in 1941. We
_ wanted more information about
“What was going ¢n In these loca:
tions but the ticklish inter.

Ered Noonan, in Batavia on
forced down and ecaptured






