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eha Earharifs , 
his rpochal flight when Miss 
Earhart flew the Atlantic alone 
in 1973 and receivechthe Distin- 
kguished Flying~Medal at; joint 
, ‘I .a;_ i ~ '1-i--N-¢~ =- 
session of Congress. There was 
a White House dinner and 
foreign honors galore. In 1931 
She mines nus e.1;.Ge@.rse 1?. 
Piitfiafn, a -prom er do luxe, 
and when nev_vs'jgot about ofuthe 
proposed‘ globe --encircling flight 
there was a feyer of public ex- 
citement. In her Lockheed lec- 
tra the adventure began_M§lé_ 20, 
1937, andin late _June_she and Noonan had reached New 
Guinea and were ready for the 
long over-water Pacific seg- 
ment. _ 
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A_A____ A 
Bodies Recovered In 1944 

‘ oaths iirliait-1iin’u_Y>lfi.l‘—1i<l" 2 they 
took off' ‘£1-am" €§:,‘_Ta'5Xund for 
Howland Is_land,; a tiny landfall 
in the Westemp-lfacific Marianas, 
with precautions for safety and 
careful supervision _ o_ril_eLed_,_by 
President RI=>;<I>§§Ye_.1¢ =.lL~1=-1_s.2.5<><.1 
miles over open" water,___ with 
Howland in the neighborhood oi 
the Marshall and Caroline is- 
lands, mandated to Japan and 
convenient for the Hawaiian ad- 
-ventureto come in 1941. We more information 

v_ 
about 

was giin 'theseloca- 
tions but the tigklish inter-_ 
-national situation fieiientedjany; 
overt moves. “Particularly were 
we interested in Japanese Truk, 
the “Gibraltar of the Pacific," 
with: its airfields ; and; repair? 
docksj 
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favwry radio cmnmina team 
with the plane, mdicatiniihst 
the flyers wens lost and short oi 
,fu_el., Nothing more was heard. 
and for thenext 80.,diys;1he 
largest and most. efipensive 
search in history was conducted 
over 262,000 square miles 0! the 
Pacific Ocean. What actually, 

---happened was that Earhait and 
Noonan had changed course iii-i‘ 
flown over Truk, finally coming“ 
down on Mili Atoll in the soutli-; 
eastern Marshalls, where they- 
were nabbed bythe Japanese 
and later conveyed to Saipan, 
a military headquarters island 
near Guam in the Carolines. The 
official verdict was -- “lost at 
sea,” and for months the 
country'"talked‘ of little else than " the fateiof the beloved “Lady 
Lindy." 

. The doleful fate of a captured 
spylis that your country can do 
nothing to help, and so it was 
that the twq_ _were_ executed 
(Amelia is rumored‘ to have 
died of dysentery, though this 
seem-s unlikely). They were 
buried in Saipan, and the bodies 
recovered in 1944, at the -time of 
‘the American invasion. Japan 
'disclaimed a11y_k;1owle_;ige_ of the- 
"snan; although documentary 
proof in all phases of the saga 
and the statements of those in-. 
volved uncovered by Mr._ Guer- " ner appear to be conclusive.

i An Exciting Tale ' 

’ Goerner started on the trail in; 
when a native woman liv-] 
California, Mrs. Akiyama,L 

that she had seen the flyers 
as prisoners in Saipan. He made; 
four trips to Guam and Saipan. 
in the next five years and his 
experiences form an exciting- 
tale of derring-do and a remark- 
able perseverance. But in Wash- 
ington and elsewhere in the; 
country he found a wall of 
silence and - a display of 
shoulder - shrugging that he 
couldn’t break down even with 
the help of the late Admiral 
Nimitz. 
Some responsibility goes to"_ 

those in high places too, it would 
-seem, and a general air of con- 
spiracy seems to have hovered 
over the State Department, the 

zNavy, the Marine Corps, the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(Goerner's discovery of a Na» 
tionalist Chinese spy school on 
Saipan was a factor), and as- 
sorted other centers of Federal 
power. ' 

It is a puzzling hash of govern- 
mental policy and method, and 
not too happy a disclosure. Mr. 

has performed a good 
service in bringing it out in the 
open. . ...._ _ .. 
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