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APPRQVED FOR RELEASE — DISAPPEARANCE OF AMELIA EARHART 2025 REVIEW
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*1} Amelia Earhdrtin cockpit of plane in which she tried to circle globe. >Fl_i9ht, which she coiled great challengeof her life, ended in mystery. 
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happened to Amelia Earhart? 
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After 23 years, an ‘eyewitness’ may some light on " 
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the ‘diisappearanefif America's most w ous aviatrix 

b PAUL L. BRIANJJ JR. 

% 
Amelia Figrhfrt? This question has 

puzzled the worl ‘seer since 
l 

merica's pioneer avi- 
atria", first 14ro11za11'to,,1Z,y the Atlantic alone, disappeared 
over the Pacific on ‘1r"‘?vi';jf.'¢itld-‘t_l_A1.e-1a»1orld_ flight with Fred 
Norman in 1937. Noit1,’“§?'3[1.”gi_t,ii>e Saiprm girl tells of 
Miss Earhm-t's death in diihiography about to be pub- 
lished, titled Daughter of the Sky. Her story "is most 
1'r*'1i¢"ly true.:t.so:.ile§;Q,¢.ti-2a.*rt.11reiswr..st..?T;.*ziAi' 
Force Acqrlewzy. Here it_ is fillbliihfléigf the first time. 
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Josephine Blan-co, now Mrs. Maximo Akiyama, and 
livingin California with her husband ahd their young 
son, was witness to an incident which is as incredible 
as it is enlightening. 
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In the summer of 1-937 Iosephine was riding her 
bicycle toward Tanapag Harbor. She was taking her 
japanese brother-in-law, ]. Y. Matsumoto, his lunch, 
and was hurrying along because it was nearly noon. 
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That summer she had j_u§t finished ]apanese gram- 
mar school, where she h'ad'*'gone for some years,ever 
since she was 7 years old. ln March she had celebrated 
her llth birthday, and now she could begin Catholic 
school. She was looking forward to studying with the 
Spanish missionary sisters. ‘Father Tadzio had hoped 
that someday joscphine, too, like some of the other 
Chamorro native girls in the Marianas, would answer 
(§orl's call and become a native sister. 

Iosephinc had a special pass to the lapanese mili- 
tary arca ncar the harbor. Not even ]apanese civilians 
were admitted to the area unless they carried the 
proper credentials. The young girl rode up to the gate, 
-stopped her bicycle and presented her pass. The guard 
allowed her into the restricted area. 
On the way to mcct her brother—in-law, Iosephine 

heard an airplane flying overhead. She looked up and 
saw a silver two-engined plane. The plane seemed to 

be in trouble, for it came down low, headed out into 
the harbor and bcllylandcd on the water. 

It was not until she mct hcr brothcrin-law that 
Iosephine discovered who it was that had crash-landed 
in the harbor. 

"The American woman," everyone was saying. 
greatly excited. “Come and see thc American woman." 
josephine and her brothcr-in-law joined the knot of 
people who gathered to watch. 

Shd saw the American woman standing next to a 

tall man wearing a short-sleeved sports shirt, and was 
surprised because the woman was not dressed as a 
woman usually dressed. Instead of :1 dress, the Ameri— 
can woman wore~a man's; shirt and trousers; and in- 
stead of long hair, she worc her hair cut short, like a 
man. The faccsof the man and woman were whitc 
and drawn, as if they were sick. 

who lookcd like a man and 
the tall man with her were led aw(ay:_by_ the ]apancsc 
soldiers. Theiliers were taken to a clearing in the 
vqggmds. ;ang_out.'The soldiers returned “alone. 

Mrs. Akiyama has allirmed, after identifying a pho~ 
tograph of Amelia Earhart and Fred Noonan taken on 
the world flight, that thc couple was unquestionably 
the same man and woman she and her brother-in-law 
had seen on Saipan: the clothes were dilicrent, but 
the woman's haircut was unmistakable. I 

Daughter of the Sky, Copyright @ 1960 by Paul L. Briand ]r., Ducll, Sloan and Pearce, N.Y. $3.95 
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