
frankness, a largeness of view, a generosity of spirit, and a universal

numan sym‘pathy which must challenge the admiration of every
friend of mankind; and they have refused to compound theirideals

or desert others that they themselves may be safe. They call to us
to say what it IS that we desire, in what, if in anything, our purpose
and our sp1r1t differ from theirs; and I believe that the people of the.

United States would wish me to respond, with utter simplicity and

frankness. Whether their present leaders believe it or not, it. is our
heartfelt desire and hope that some way may‘ be opened whereby we

may be privileged to assist the people of Russia to attain their ut-

most hope of liberty and ordered peace.
It will be our wish and purpose that the processes of peace, when

they are begun, shall be absolutely open and that they shall involve

and permit henceforth no secret understandings of any kind. The

day of conquest and aggrandizement is gone by; so is also the day

of secret covenants entered into in the interest of particular govern-

ments and likely at some unlocked-for moment to upset the peace of

the world. It is this happy fact, now clear to the view of every

public man whose thoughts do not still linger in an age that is dead

and gone, which makes it possible for every nation whose purposes

are consistent with justice and the peace of the world to avow now

or at any other time the objects it has in view.

,
We entered this war because violations of right had occhrred which

touched us to the quick and made the life of our own people im-

possible unless they were corrected and the world secured once for all

against their recurrence. What we demand in this war, therefore, is

nothing peculiar'to ourselves. It is that the world be made ■t and

safe to live in; and particularly that it be made safe for every peace—

loving nation which, like our own, wishes to live its own life, de-

termine its own institutions, be assured of justice and fair dealing by

the other peoples of the world as against force and sel■sh aggression.

All the peoples of the world are in effect partners in thisinterest, and

for our own part we see very clearly that unless justice be done to

others it will not be done to us. The programme of the world’s peace,

therefore, is our programme ;,and that programme, the only possible

programme, as we see it, is this:

I. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at, after which there

shall be no private international understandings of any kind but

diplomacy shall proceed always frankly and in the public View.

II. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside terri-

torial waters, alike in peace and in war, except as the seas may be

/
closed in Whole or in part by international action for the enforce-

ment of international covenants.

.
III. The removal, so far as p0ss1ble, of all economic barrlers and

the establishment of an equality of trade conditions among all the.


