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RADIO TV REPORIS, ne

4 701 WILLARD AVENUE, CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND 20015 656-4068

FOR JUSTICE DEPARTMENT
PROGRAM  CBS Evening News STATON wpyM TV

CB5 Network
DA May 6, 1982 7:00 PM ciy Washington, DC
SUBKECT

Voluntary Prayers in Public Schools

DAN RATHER: Long before President Reagan backed a
prayer amendment today, conservatives in Congress have been
trying to accomplish the same thing another way, but passing a
law limiting the powers of the court, and not just on prayers,
but also on court-ordered school busing and abortion.

Today, Attorney General William french Smith ended a
lomg silence on two of those bills. Smith said he would defend
the constitutionality of one bill that would strip the Supreme
Court of the power to rule on voluntary prayers in the public
schools. He also said he would defend the bill curtailing the
power of federal courts to order school busing for desegregation.

However, the Attorney General told conservatives there
is a limit to what Congress can do to keep controversial social
issues out of the Supreme Court.
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RADIO TV REPORITS,

4 101 WILLARD AVENUE, CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND 20015 656-4068

FCR JUSTICE DEPARTMENT
PIROGRAM NBC Nightly News SIATON  WRC TV

NBC Network
DAE May 6, 1982 "7:00 PM CITY Washington, DC
SUBECT School Prayer Issue

ROGER MUDD: Just a few hours before the President made
his Rose Garden appearance, Attorney General William Smith let 1t
be known that he would support a Senate bill denying the Supreme
Court jurisdiction over public prayer cases. That hill has heavy
backing from the conservatives.

OFFICES IN. WASHINGTON DC. @ NEW YORK ® LOSANGELES e CHICAGO e DETROIT @  AND OTHER PRINCIPAL CITIES

Reproduced from the holdings of the:
National Archives & Records Administration
Record Group 60 Department of Justice
Accession #60-88-0494

Box 9

Folder: Removal of Sup. Crt. Appeliate



RADIO TV REPORTS, ne.

4701 WILLARD AVENUE, CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND 20015 656-4068

FOR DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
PROGRAM G004 "orning Washington . STATION WJILA TV

ABT Network
DATE May 7, 1982 7:00 AGTY Washington, NO
SUBJECT Attorney General's Statement on Rusing

[David Yartman was interviewing Profescsor Arthur Smith, Good
Morning America's legal expert.

DAVID HARTHMANM: In just a minute, Arthur, let's hit the

busing question. Attornsy General “illiam Srench Smith's statament
yvesterday. :

WWhat's going on and could there be scome problems on this
one? ‘

PROF. ARTHUR MILLER: Well, there's a great movement fo
get the federal courts of the United States out of controversial
areas such as busing, school! prayer and abortions. And tThe proposal
before Congress literally strips away The jurisdiction, the power
of tThe federal courts to hear cases involving busing.

It would not affect cur policy toward desegregation of
racially imbalanced schools. I+ simply would eliminate the use of
court ordered busing as a remedy to correct that Imbalance.
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FOR JUSTICE DEPARTMENT
PROSRAM  ABC World News Tonight STATON w3 a TV

ABC Network
DATE May 6, 1982 | 7:00 PM cy Washington, DC
SUBJKCT

School Prayer Cases

FRANK REYNOLDS: The Attorney General, William French
Smith today gave a very luke warm endorsement to a hill that
would deny the Supreme Court the right to rule on school prayer
cases. In a letter to Congress, Smith expressed strong misgiving
about legislators possibly intruding on the rights of the Court.

In a seperate letter today, the Attorney General
declared that the anti-busing legislation now working its way
through the Congress, is constitutional.
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