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THE WRITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 9, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING

FROM: JOHN G. ROBE,RTSQ%(

SUBJECT: Department of Justice Prosecution of Alleged
Violations of the Gun Control Act of 1968

Craig Fuller has asked for our views on a letter to Mr.
Meese from Burkett Van Kirk, a2 Washington attorney. Van.
Kirk suggested in his letter that the prosecution of]

: for violations of the Gun Control Act of 1968 by the
U.S. Attorney for the Middle District of Florida violated
Administration policy. According”fo Van K:er,OF a
collector of valuable guns, is being prosecuted for minor
technical violations of the recordkeeping provisions of the
Gun Control Act, because: refused to cooperate with the
U.S. Attorney's investigation of public corruption, Van
Kirk gquotes from a2 1982 letter from Meese to Senator’
Thurmond to the effect that it is not Administration policy
"to search for minor technical infractions by othexwise
law-abiding sportsmen, collectors, and dealers instead of
concentrating on firearms violations by criminals."

advises that the] case 1s in trial at thig peint, and
that the prosecution was reviewed at the Department.
Stephens indicated that, was not viewed by the Depart-
ment as the model citizé“attorney describes [l to be.

I contacted Jay Steﬁhens for more information. Stephens
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IT—recommend duVLblng Priter—that dITyY Wirtte—House—inter=
vention would be inappropriate, and sending a letter over
youxr s;gnature to Van Kirk noting that we will not inter-
vene. The incoming and a copy of our reply should be sent
to Justice.

Attachment



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 9, 1984

Dear Mr. Van Xirk:

Thank you for your letter of December 21, 1983, to Edwin
Meese, III. That letter discussed the pending criminal AL

prosecution of

Established White House policy prefludes members of the.
White House staff from interfering in the prosecution of
particular criminal cases in any way. This policy is
designed to preserve public confidence in the impartial
administration of the criminal laws., I have referred your
letter tc the Depafrtment of Justice, without recommendation,
for whatever revie® and action that Department considers

appropriate,

I hope vou will appreciate the reascons we must adhere to
this policy. Thank you for sharing your concerns with us,

Sincerely,

orig. signed by FFF

'M,_- . . )
\M"__
' T Fred FoFmEMSDC————

Counsel to the President

Buxkett Van Kirk, Esquire
Webstex, Chamberlain & Bean
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006 '
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 9, 1984.

—

MEMORANDUM FOR CRAIG L, FULLER
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

FOR CABINET AFFAIRS

FROM: FRED F. FIELDING Orig. signed by FFF
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: . Department of Justice Prosecution of Alleged
Violations of the Gun Control Act of 1968

You have asked for our views on a letter +to Mr. Meese from

Burkett Van Kirk, concerning the criminal prosecution of
was indicted last September by a

Federal grahd jury for violations of the Gun Control Act of gﬁé,

1968. Mr. Van Kirk suggested in his letter that the pro-
secution of was inconsistent with Administration

policy concerning prosecutions under the Gun Control A&E,

We have discussed thé matter with the Department of Justice,
3n¢ have confirmed that the matter was reviewed 2t the bl
Department. The case is . currently in trial, and it

would be inappropriate for the White House to intervene in
any way. 1 heve prepaxed z reply to Mr. Van Xirk sdvising
fiim that we adhere to the policy of not interfering with the
prosecuticn of particular criminal cases, and referring his
‘etter to the Department. Unless you object, I will seng

the letter.

FFF:JGR:aea '2/9/84 :
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

FEBRUARY 1, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING

FROM: CRAIG FULLEﬁC:zljgz//

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE PROSECUTION OF ALLEGED
VIOLATIONS OF THE GUN CONTROL ACT OT 1968

Attached is a copy of a letter that describes a criminal
prosecution by the U.S. Attorney in Jacksonville, Florida
involving alleged violations of the Gun Control Act of 1968.

There seems to be a guestion concerning the involvement of the
FBI and the Justice Department in this matter, which should
otherwise fall under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Alcohol
Tobacco and Firearms. There also seems to be a guestion of the
motivations of the U.S. Attorney in Jacksonville in this case

as it relates to a Federal Grand Jury investigation of corruption
in north Florida. :

Could you please provide guidance on whether any involvement by
White House staff or independent xeview by the Justice Department
in this matter is appropriate.



