
Request for Records Disposition Authority 
(See Instructions on reverse) 

To National Archives and Records Adrrurustratron (NIR) 
Washmgton, DC 20408 

1 From (Agency or establishment) 

U.S. Department of Commerce Notification to Agency 
2 Major Subdrvrston In accordance with the provrsrons of 44 

Bureau of Economic Analysis	 USC 3303a, the disposition request, m-
cludmq amendments, IS approved except for 

3 Mmor Subdrvrsron Items that may be marked "drsposttron not 
approved" or "withdrawn" In column 10 

4 Name of Person with whom to confer	 5 Telephone (mclude area code) Date 

James Murphy	 202-606-2787 

6 Agency Certification 

I hereby certify that I am authorized to act for this agency In matters pertaining to the disposition of ItS records and that the records proposed 
for disposal on the attached .1 page(s) are not now needed for the business of this agency or Will not be needed after the retention 
periods specified, and that written concurrence from the General Accounting Office, under the provisions of Title 8 of the GAO Manual for 
GUidance of Federal Agencies
W IS not required D IS attached D has been requested 

9 GRS or 10 Action 
Descnption of Item and Proposed Drspositron Superseded taken (NARA 

Job Citation Use Only) 

of record descriptions and 
Authorities. 

115-109 NSN 7540-00-634-4064 Page~ of ~ Standard Form 115 
Previous Edition Not Usable Prescribed by NARA 36 



1 Inputs 
BE receives data in electromc form from a vanety of rehable sources Most of the data, 
howe r, comes from over 400 surveys and other data collections sponsored by other Federal 
agencie that IS, from statistical agencies, aggregate tax data sources, adrmmstratrve and 
regulatory ources, and pnvate trade sources The Census Bureau and the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics are ajor data sources for BEA 

DISposItIOn Tern rary Delete or destroy after venfication of information, when successfully 
entered and venfie 

2 Databases 
For mternal processing 0 e economic accounts BEA utilizes MIcrosoft SQL Server databases 

DISposItIOn Temporary daily and monthly backups, Delete or destroy when superseded 
or overwntten 

3 Outputs 

Because source data are received over tim BEA provides a senes of estimates that are routinely 
revised to reflect more complete source data For example, In regard to the estimates of Gross 
Domestic Product, there are three current qu rly esnmates that are made for each quarter 
These are labeled, In sequence, advance, prehrm y, and final estimates They are released near 
the end of each of the three months followmg the e of each quarter In addrtion, three annual 
revision estimates are made for each quarter and are eased In each of the next 3 years FInally, 
there ISa comprehensive reVISIOnthat ISmade approxi tely every 5 years 

The major channel for electroruc dissemmation of this data 1 BEA's web SIte www bea gov 

Disposition of News releases Electroruc records of previous ne s releases from July 1996 are 
mamtained on www bea gov and tape copies stored m off site facili 

Survey of Current Business electroruc Issues (from 1994) of BEA mo thly publication Survey 
of Current Business are maintain on www bea gov and tape copies stored 

4. Methodology 

Complete sets of methodology documents for the BEA economic accounts in elect rue form are 
available on www bea gov (www bea gov/methodoiogies/mdex htm) These metho logy 
documents descnbe the varIOUSconcepts and methods and the procedures used to prep e BEA's 
national, industry, regional, and international accounts These documents also descnbe 
methodological changes in updating our accounts, major source data incorporated and any 
changes in presentation As methods are Improved newer versions replace the out of date 
methodology documents 

DISposItIOn: Temporary Delete or destroy when superseded or overwntten 




