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• 
240 11 Acqms1tton Streamlmmg and Standardization System (ASSIST) 

Acqms1tlon Streamhmng and Standardization System (ASSIST) is the official source for 
specifications and standards used by the Department of Defense (DOD) Managed by DLA 
Document Services at their location w1thm the DOD Smgle Stock Pomt (DODSSP) m 
Philadelphia, the ASSIST website provides free pubhc access to most techmcal documents m 
the ASSIST document database. The URL for ASSIST 1s https //assist daps dla mtl 

ASSIST 1s used by standardizat10n management act1v1t1es to develop, coordmate, and 
manage defense and federal spec1ficat10ns and standards, nuhtary handbooks, commercial 
item descnpttons, data item descnpt1ons, and related techmcal documents prepared m 
accordance with the pohc1es and procedures of the Defense Standard1zat1on Program (DSP) 
and governed by DOD 4120 24-M, DSP Policy and Procedures In addition to DOD­
prepared documents, ASSIST also houses U S ratified mtemattonal standard1zat10n 
agreements, such as NA TO ST ANA Gs and Alhed Publications 

ASSIST allows registered users to search for documents, identify standard1zat10n pomts-of­
contact, generate numerous standard or custom reports, and request custom e-mail alerts 
when a prepanng activity undertakes a proJect to develop or modify a document, posts a draft 
for reVIew and coordmatlon, or publishes a new or revised document 

Prepanng act1v1ttes m the m1htary services and defense agencies use ASSIST to mamtam 
standardization documents These documents are catalogued m ASSIST mdefimtely, and are 
assigned a specific statils category The three different status types are ACTIVE, 
INACTIVE, and CANCELED 

• ACTIVE The document 1s approved for use m all acqms1t1ons or new design The 
document date m ASSIST reflects the date of the most current version of the 
document (1 e , the date of the base document, the latest revision, or the most recent 
change, amendment, or supplement) 

• INACTIVE A document with the status of''lnactive for New Design'' shall not be 
used, except to procure items to support legacy systems or eqmpment For these 
documents, a fom1al Inactive for New Design Notice (Inact1vatton) has been 
published as a means to alert the standard1zat10n commumty of the change m starus 
In the normal hfe cycle of a standardization document, it 1s common that an mact1ve 
for new design action will take place many years before a document 1s eventually 
canceled 

• CANCELED The prepanng activity has determmed that the document 1s no longer 
useful for new design nor 1s 1t needed to support legacy systems or eqmpment In 
such cases, a formal Cancellation Notice has been issued as a means to alert the 
standardization commumty of the change m statils 

Spec1ficat1ons, standards, m1htary handbooks, and the other techmcal documents that support 
federal and defense acqms1tlons are prepared when needed The begmnmg dates, therefore, 
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are either the date each document 1s first created or, m the case of a non-government standard 
{NGS), the date the DOD prepanng activity publishes an Adoption Notice for the NGS The 
end dates are mdefimte, smce even canceled specifications and standards can be used m 
contracts if authonzed and are occas1onally restored to active status by a prepanng activity 
pubhshmg a Notice of Remstatement Canceled specifications, standards, and other techmcal 
documents mamtamed m the ASSIST repository are also useful histoncal references 

The users of this system typically mclude government procurement profess10nals and 
log1st1cians from the military services and defense agencies, pnme and sub-pnme contractors 
who respond to DOD and federal agency sohc1tatlons, and the suppliers and vendors who 
support them 

a Inputs/8omce Recmds :Standarthzatton documents in PD'F fonnat are manual 
mto the system Older documents are first scanned to PDF and tllf:R--t'rt'trrea to the system 

G-P.5 :20/'J.C 

(Delete when data have been e o t e master file or database and venfied, or 
when no Ion e o support reconstruct10n of, or serve as backup to, the master file 

ase, whichever 1s later ) GB S '>Q, Jtern 2c 

b. Master File The pnmary records stored m the system are techmcal document files, m 
PDF forn1at, for each defense and federal specificat10n and standard, military handbook, 
commercial item descnpt10n, data item descnptton, MS drawmg, International 
Standard1zat10n Agreement, Test Operatmg Procedures, Internat10nal Test Operatmg 
Procedures, and other techmcal documents used to support acqms1tlon of systems and 
eqmpment. These document files mclude the base documents, rev1s1ons, amendments, 
supplements, and a vanety of notices (changes, vahdat1on, adoption, withdrawal of 
adoption, admm1strat1ve, macbvat10n, reactivation, cancellation, remstatement) 

Besides the document files, ASSIST also stores certam metadata and records mvolved m 
the creation, coordmat10n, and pubhcat10n of each document file These types of actions 
may only be made by users with assigned pnvileges, and the transactions are tied to a 
user account to ensure that changes are made by personnel with appropnate authonty 
These records are also retamed mdefimtely, as documents are modified only as needed 
and changes often occur many years apart Below are some maJor categones of 
specialized actions taken by authonzed personnel at standardization management 
activities 

• Requestmg, approvmg, and managmg projects 
• Managmg the coordmatlon effort for a new or revised draft document 
• Reviewmg and subnuttmg comments on drafts 
• Managmg contact mformat10n for personnel at standardization management 

act1vit1es 
• Managmg and responding to feedback subnutted by users 
• Requestmg a number for a new document 
• Submittmg a new or revised document for pubhcat10n 
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I ' • Transfemng management respons1b1hty for a document to another prepanng 
activity 

• Reviewmg documents subn11tted for pubhcatton and pubhshmg them 

ASSIST also has a feedback module that allows users to submit questions or comments 
and enables the systems admm1strator to manage comments (1 e, assign each comment to 
someone for a response and corrective action, as appropnate, and to track a comment 
until a disposition has been made) 

(PERMANENT Transfer a copy to the National Archives upon approval ofth1s SF-115 
Thereafter, cut off files at end of every fifth calendar year and transfer a copy to the 
Nat10nal Archives) 

Just1ficat1011 Defense Stcmdard1zat10n Program Office (DSPO} recommends that 
ASSIST store documents mde_f,mte(JJ because ASSIST serves as the DOD 's ofjic,al 
reposzt01:v for mzlrtary specificatzons and standards and other related documents Willie 
some of the standard1zatw11 documents may be mactlve or cancelled, havmg the ability to 
retneve these documents 1s paramount to supportmg legac:v systems Addztwnal(v 
document retrieval is necessa,y when researchmg 1-vhy certain dec1s1011s 1-vere made m 
regards to cancelled or mactlve specs 

c Outputs ASSIST allows users multiple ways to search for and download documents 
also allows users to create a vanety of custom reports Most reports have been des1 ed 
to help prepanng activities with document maintenance actions Reports m AS Tare 
offered under the following menus 

• Document Analysis 
• Document Management 
• DOD Contacts 
• DOD ProJects 
• NGS Adopted 
• Adnumstration (system adnumstrators o 

Smee reports are created based on quen o the hve database, and smce ASSIST 1s 
updated daily, reports are somewhat amic Reports, per se, are not retamed, however, 
the data m underlymg tables fro h1ch the reports are generated 1s retained 

ASSIST also provides an ert service, wherem registered users may customize a profile 
to receive e-mail nob at1ons to track planned or actual changes to specific documents of 
mterest Users m chck on a lmk m the not1ficat10n e-mail to access a custom portal 
that stores lm o documents of mterest that have changed w1thm the last two weeks 
These lmk o the user's documents of mterest are retamed for two weeks 

roy ad hoc reports and other dynamic outputs when no longer needed or when 3 
ears old, whichever 1s sooner) 
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' d System Documentation Data systems specifications, file specifications, codebooks, 
record layouts, user gmdes, output specifications, and final reports (regardless of 
medmm) relatmg to a master file, database or other electronic records 

ASSIST has a number of onlme help features, mcludmg a "System Overview" withm 
each specialized module and short explanations of each report Additionally, labels next 
to text entry fields are hyperlmks that lmk to a page which explams how to enter search 
terms and provides examples of what kmd of results to expect from entenng certam 
parameters Similarly, most labels on the column headers of reports are lmks that explam 
the meanmg of the data ma particular column There are also certam modules where a 
user may download a file, m PDF format, that explams how to use the module 

To satisfy a vanety ofrequests from both government and mdustry for selected data from 
ASSIST, a senes of XML files are generated each time the system 1s updated that 
together provide all of the metadata associated with the files m ASSIST These XML 
files may be accessed from a special menu that 1s shown only to registered users who 
have requested such mfonnatton and whose request has been approved The XML menu 
also includes a downloadable file, m PDF fom1at, which explams each data element so 
that the user would know how to mterpret the data fields m each XML file These XML 
files also serve as an additional back-up capability so, hke the back-up tapes, each file 1s 
retained until the next system update 

(PERMANENT Transfer to the National Archives with the permanent electronic records 
to which the documentation relates ) GRS 20, Item 11 a(2) 

Pomts of Contact 

Afr Stephen C Lmvell 
Deputy Director. Defense Standardization Program Office 
DSPO-DS 
(703) 767-6879 

Mr Tzmothy Koczanski 
Program Anal_vst 
Defense Standardzzatzon Program Manager 
DSPO-DS 
(703) 767-6870 
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