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NC1-AU-82-6 
TO GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION, 

__ N_AT_IO_N_A_l_A_R_CH_I_VE_S_A_N_D_R_E_C_O_RD_S_S_E_R_VI_C_E,_W_A_S_HI_N_GT_O_N_, _DC_2_04_08 -; DATE RECEIVED 

1 FROM lAGENCY OR ESTABLISHMENTJ November 25 1981DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NOTIFICATION TO AGENCY
 

2 MAJOR SUBDIVISION
 

The Adjutant General's Office 
3 MINOR SUBDIVISION 

Records Management Division 
4 NAME OF PERSON WITH WHOM TO CONFER 5 TEL EXT 

John G. Vos 325-6044 
6 CERTIFICATE OF AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE 

I hereby certify that I am authonzed to act for this agency In matters pertaining to the disposal of the agency's records, 
that the records proposed for disposal In this Request of 3 page(s) are not now needed for the business of
this agency or Will not be needed after the retention periods specified. 
o A Request for Immediate disposal 

[!] B Request for disposal after a specified penod of time or request for permanent 
retention 

C DAT~ /'J D j>IGNAT
 

·7'7 ~ ~I
 
,r.. ,:J GUY. Records Management Division 

97 8 DESCRIPTION OF ITEM 10SAMPLE ORITEM NO (With Inclusive Dates or Retention Periods) ACTION TAKENJOB NO 

OFFICIAL MILITARY PERSONNEL FOLDER FILES (FN 708-02,
 
AR 340-18-7). Basic documents relating to the career
 
of each military member of the Army. During service;
 
t' file prov1des basic documentation for Headquarters,
 

ent of the Army. After completion of service it 
ermanent, historical documentation, including 

o ong-term value from the military personnel 
records jacke Documents placed in this file are 
limited to those uthorized for filing therein by Depart-
ment of the Army d1 ctives. The individual's efficiency
file folder is include 

DISPOSITION: Permanent. 

a. Retire to US Army Reserv Component Personnel and 
Administration Center (RCPAC) upon of the 
individual. 

b. Transfer to National-Personnel 
(NPRC/MPR) after delayed documentation 
corporated. 

c. Offer to National 
ation of the individual. 

STANDARD F RM 115 
Revised Apr". 1975 
Prescribed by General Services 

Administration 
FPMR (41 CFR) 101-114 

115-107 
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9
7 8 DESCRIPTION OF ITEM 10SAMPLE OR 

ITEM NO (With Inclusive Dates or RetentIOn Penods) ACTION TAKENJOB NO 

BACKGROUND: 

a. request replaces the SF 115 and accompanying
lette 6 July 1981 on the same record series,
which ere withdrawn by telephone conversation on 20 
October 1981 between Mr. Oldaker of Army and Mr. Scaboo 
of NARS. 

b. has reconsidered Lts position on the 
e of official military personnel folders 

of its member. We believe that the record of a sol-
dier's service 0 the Nation is worth far more than the 
cost of its per nent retention in the National 
Archives. These ecords are a part of the Army's
heritage and histo ,and that of the United States of 
America, and anythi less than permanent retention 
is a disservice to tR to his or her 
descendants, and to tH 

c. A figure advanced several times 
by NARS and others is tha destruction of personnel
records at 75 years vis-a- 's permanent, archival 
retention would, eventually, save NARS and the several 
Services $1,000,000 per year. Considering that NARS (*)
holds about 70,000,000 militar records jackets, this 
would mean an annual savings of ess than l~¢ per
record per year. We are convince that, having spent
several hundred thousand dollars 0 the taxpayer's 
money to train, maintain, pay, relo te, and administer 
a soldier during an active career, i is economic folly
to destroy the record of that service 'n order to realize 
savings of this magnitude (l~C per reco d per year). 

d. Apart from the historLcal and arc 'val aspects
of these records, there are other, monetary reasons 
why they should not be scheduled for destruc ion 
at any date, be it finite or open-ended. 

(1) Genealogical: Americans evince 
interest in their genealogy. Given that a substan 
percentage of the citizenry serves in an Army compo ent 

(~() Statistical summary, NPRC/MPR, title: Holdings,
Military Jackets as of September 26, 1980. 

115-203 Four copies, Including original, to be submitted to the National Archives STANDARD FORM 115-A 
ReVised July 1974 
Prescnbed by General Services 

Adrrurustrauon 
C I'll lQ75 (I - 57~ .. 387 FPMR (41 CFR) 101-114 
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7 
ITEM NO 

8 DESCRIPTION OF ITEM 
(WIth tnclusive Dates or RetentIon Penods) 

9 
SAMPLE OR 

JOB NO 
10 

ACTION TAKEN 

t one time or another, these records should be kept
'lable for genealog1cal research. Neither the Army

RS should presume the ability to forecast a 
time when genealog1cal interest in these 
'II cease to exist. 

and interests of the Arm , the 
individual, the tax a er: In protecting the OMPF 
as a permanent re ord, we are determined to profit by 
past errors and pre ent their recurrence. In the 
mid-1960's, a decisio was made to destroy record sets 
of Army orders after on five years. Th1S action has 
cost millions of dollars, as we have had to reconstruct--
from other sources--the par 'cipation of tens of thousand 
of sold1ers in atmospheric nu ear tests, and exposure
to Agent ORANGE 1n Vietnam. We ay not know the ultimate 
effects of these exposures for se ral generations. 

e. Based on all of the above, Army views its 
official military personnel folders as ving permanent 
value, and thus recommends their permanent etention 
per the schedule proposed above. Further, ~ y urges 
formal appraisal and validation of these recor ' 
permanency by The Archivist of the United States t 
the earliest possible date. 

115-203 Four copies, Including original, to be submitted to the National Archives STANDARD FORM 115-A 
Revised July 1974 
Prescnbed by General Services 

Adrmrustranon 
(;1'0 1975 (j - 579-387 FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11 4 




