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Approval is requested to create a new records
item, 4000-F NCHGR Case Files, in the NIH Rdcord
Control Schedule (B-361). This new item willl
provide a records disposition for all the National
Center for Human Genome Research Case Files
maintained and/or controlled by the NIH.

The NIH Human Genome Program is envisioned as a
15-year project with very specific goals. The
program is a worldwide research effort with |the
goal of analyzing the structure of human DNA and
determining the location of the estimated 140,000
human genes. This is accomplished, in part,| by
supporting and administering grants, contradts,
cooperative agreements, and individual and
institutional research training grants in support
of human genetics research. The information
generated by the Human Genome Project is exgected
to be the source book for biomedical sciencd in
the 21st century. As the U.S. Government’s [lead
biomedical research agency, the NIH is a key
player in the Human Genome Project. Therefdre,
NIH is requesting that NCHGR’s funded grantg and
award case files be retained 30 years after {the
case file is officially closed. 1In additior{, NIH
requests that NCHGR’s unfunded case files bd
retained for 15 years after close out.
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As you are aware, it is difficult to determine
how long research data may have continuing
value even for non-scientific reasons. For
example, in research programs involving
intervention with human subjects, it may be
discovered long after the end of the program
that the intervention has harmful side
effects.

In many cases, we could project in advance the
need for records within the original project.
If the project is a one-time study, especially
involving repeatable experiments or
observations, with little likelihood of any
follow-up study, then the need for the records
within the original project would be limited
essentially to the duration of the project.
But even this projection is not absolute
because it is always possible that unforeseen
results could force the scientist to alter the
intended course of the research.

Therefore, because it would be presumptuous
for us at this time to pass judgement as to
which grants are more "historically important"
than others, we recommend that the retention
period for NCHGR grants be extended as
follows:

F. NCHGR Case Files. (See 4000 B. Case
Files for definitions.)

4000-F-1 NCHGR Funded Case Files

Disposition: Place in inactive
file on close-out of
grant. Transfer each
fiscal year file to
the Federal Records
Center after 1 year
in inactive file.
Destroy when 30 years

old.
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4000-F-2 NCHGR Unfunded Case Files

Disposition: Place in inactive
file when applicant
is notified that no
award will be made or
when the application
is withdrawn.
Transfer each fiscal
year file to the
Federal Records
Center after 1 year
in inactive file.
Destroy 15 years
after notification or

withdrawal.
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