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6. AGENCY CERTIFICATION / 
I hereby certify that I am authorized to act for this agency in matters pertaining/to the disposition of its records and that the 
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• • Attachment to SF-115, AHRQ Request for Records Disposition Authority for Electronic 
Records - Quality Indicators (SQI) 

Item 1. AHRQ Quality Indicators (SQI) 

The AHRQ Quality Indicators (QI) is a website, implemented in June of2002, dedicated 
to publishing the measures of health care quality by using readily available hospital 
inpatient administrative data. Health care decision makers need user-friendly data and 
tools that will help them: assess the effects of health care program and policy choices; 
guide future health care policy making; and accurately measure outcomes, community 
access to care, utilization, and costs. 

The AHRQ QI's consist of four modules measuring various aspects of quality, in ding 
preventions QI's (PQI), inpatient QI's (IQI), patient safety indicators (PSI), an ediatric 
QI's (PedQI). Each module contains links to the direction on the rationale of e 
indicators, an overview of the methods used to identify/selectlevaluate the' dicators, a 
summary of the literature-based evidence, empirical information from no -federal 
sources, and to the SAS software needed to view the data. 

Users of the website may subscribe to a mailing list (Iistserv) to r 
announcements regarding QI updates and softwarereleases. Us s of the system may 
seek individualized assistance through contact to the user sup' ort e-mail address or 
telephone support. Information is collected only by either bscribing to the listserv or 
sending an e-mail message requesting assistance from th 1'\HRQ help system to the 
website mailbox. The information is used only to resPJ.'1d to the users request message or 
to fulfill the stated purpose of the communication, (i.e. Listserv subscription or help desk 

support) L 
a)	 Input: The web-based system has num~ ous inputs extracted and received from a 

variety of public and private sour/nputs also include user support requests. 

b)	 Master File: Four modules measifring various aspects of quality, including 
preventions QI's (PQI), inpat1fu QI's (lQI), patient safety indicators (PSI), and 
pediatric Qls (PedQJ). Each module contains links to the direction on the 
rationale of the indicators.din overview of the methods used to 
identify/selectlevaluate,t1i'e indicators, a summary of the literature-based evidence, 
empirical information-from non-federal sources, and to the SAS software and user 
guides needed to vie" the data. Records also include module-specific electronic 
copies of publications, presentations, and research materials. 

1.	 PUblila~ms 
Distosition: PERMANENT. Cut of at end of each fiscal year. Transfer 
c6Py to the National Archives after cutoff. 

2!user/provider support information requests via the email to 
support(aJqualityimlicators.ahrq.gov and other information related to the 
routine use and maintenance/access. 
Disposition: TEMPORARY, Delete/Destroy when superseded or 

/ obsolete. 
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• • Attachment to SF- I 15, AHRQ Request for Records Disposition Authority for Electronic 
Records - Quality Indicators (SQI) 

c)	 Output: AHRQ creates periodic activity reports. 

Disposition: TEMPORARY. GRS 20, item 12a and GRS 20, item 16 

d)	 Documentation: 
I.	 Disposition: PERMANENT. Transfer system documentation with 

permanent records identified in item 1.b. I of this records schedul 
(GRS 20, Item 11a2) 

2.	 Disposition: TEMPORARY. Destroy or delete upon aut rized deletion 
of the related records in item I.b.2. of this records sche 
11a 1) 
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