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Under Vehicle Inspection System (UVIS) 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

United States Secret Service (USSS) 

Secret Service - Common 

Description The United States Secret Service Is mandated by Title 18, United States Code section 3056 to protect the President, the Vice 
President, their 1mmed1ate families, former Presidents, national leaders, vIsIting foreign heads of state, maJor Presidential and Vice Pres1dent1al 
candidates, and designated National Special Security Events Members of the United States Secret Service Uniformed D1v1s1on are assigned to 
protect the White House and grounds, any bu1ld1ng in which Pres1dent1al offices are located, the Treasury Building and grounds, the temporary 
off1c1al residence of the Vice President and grounds, and other venues as specified in Title 18 section 3056A of the United States Code, or as the 
President may direct on a by-case basis 

In order to provide this protection the Secret Service may inspect vehicles entering its secured fac11it1es using an Under Vehicle Inspection System 
(UVIS) While 1t Is possible to conduct searches of vehicles' undercarriage with other tools such as hand held mirrors, the use of a camera-based 
system greatly increases the effectiveness and eff1c1ency of that same search Add1t1onally, the use of a camera-based system allows the operators 
to effectively search a vehicle without stepping from a protected environment 

As vehicles pass over the system, cameras record the undercarriages of the subject vehicles The resulting images are displayed on a workstation 
monitor, a Secret Service operator has the ability to select an area he or she would like to further inspect and zoom in on that particular area The 
d1g1tal photographs of each inspected vehicle are stored as bitmap files using the unique letter and number combination from the license plate as the 
file name, these files are retained m the system for a maximum of 30 days, after which they are automatically deleted and overwritten If a vehicle re­
enters the UVIS-equ1pped facility less than 30 days since its last inspection, the system will display the stored data for a s1de-by-s1de comparison of 
the current image, before overwriting the stored data with the new image A maximum of only one image of a particular vehicle Is stored m the 
system at any time 

Specific Restrictions UVIS records are restricted from unauthorized access through appropriate admin1strat1ve, physical, and technical safeguards 
In add1t1on, those with spec1f1c need to know are assigned access rights UVIS records are exempt in whole, or in part, from public disclosure by the 
Department of Homeland Security and United States Secret Service under the Privacy Act of 1974 Implementation of Exemptions, Department of 
Homeland Security U S Secret Service-004 Protection Information System of Records The information contained in this system relates to the 
preparation and execution of law enforcement physical protection of designated ind1v1duals 

Vital Record No 

Specific Legal Requirements 18 U S C § 3056 - Powers, Authorities, and Duties of the United States Secret Service, 18 U S C § 3056A - Powers, 
Authorities, and Duties of the United States Secret Service Uniformed D1v1s1on 
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Master File/ Data: 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

United States Secret Service (USSS) 

Secret Service - Common 

Disposition: 
D1g1tal photographs of each inspected vehicle, stored in bitmap 
( bmp) format and using the unique letter and number combinations 
from the license plates as the file names 

Temporary Delete after 30 days or when superseded by a 
more recent photograph, whichever 1s sooner 
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