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Terrorist Screening Center (TSC) Records 

Background (provided fo1 clai 1tv fo1 NA RA review - no changes to tlll'; mt1 oductor\' dc<;cnpt1011) 

The Terrorist Screenmg Center (TSC) was created pursuant to Homeland Security Pres1dent1al D1rect1ve-6 
(HSPD-6) and began operations on December I, 2003 Its m1ss1on 1s to coord111ate the Government's approach 
to terrorism screen mg and ma111ta111 a consolidated database of all known and suspected terrorists for use 111 
screen mg 

Prior to creation of the TSC. 111format1on about known and suspected terrorists was dispersed throughout the 
U S Government, and no smgle agency was responsible for consolidatmg and mak111g the terrorist watch lists 
available for use 111 screening In March 2004, the TSC consolidated the Government's terrorist watch list 
111format1on mto a sens1t1ve but unclassified (SBU) database known as the Terrorist Screenmg Database 
(TSDB) As required by HSPD-6, the TSDB contams "111fonnat1on about 111d1v1duals known or appropriately 
suspected to be or have been engaged 111 conduct const1tut111g, 111 preparation for, 111 aid of, or related to 
terrorism " Infonnahon from the TSDB 1s used to screen for known and suspected terrorists 111 a variety of 
contexts, 111clud111g during law enforcement encounters, the adJud1cat1on of applications for U S visas or other 
11rnrngrat1on and c1t1zensh1p benefits, at US borders and po11s of entry. and for civil av1at1on security 
purposes 

In add1t1on to ma111ta111111g a consolidated database of known and suspected terrorists, the TSC also operates a 
twenty-four hour call center to assist screenmg agencies 111 rnanagmg encounters and potential encounters with 
known and suspected terrorists 

Records 
1. Terrorist Screening Database (TSDB): The TSDB 1s a database contammg 1dent1fymg 111format1on on 
known and suspected terrorists Informally known as the "Terrorist Watch List," the TSDB has merged the 
watch lists of multiple agencies mto a consolidated database utilized to help 1dent1fy and detam known and 
suspected terrorists 

Inputs mto the TSDB are received from international law partners, the National Counterterrorisrn Center 
(NCTC) and the Federal Bureau of lnvest1gat1on (FBI) The NCTC provides the names and 1dent1fy111g 
111format1on of known and suspected 111ternat1onal terrorists, which have been forwarded to the NCTC by 
mtelligence, law enforcement, and other part1c1patmg agencies 

a Inputs 
(I) Nom111at1ons that are received fr 11 the NCTC and the FBI The TSC nom111at1ons umt reviews 

these add1t1ons, deletions, and mod1ficat1ons an then performs the necessary actions to enter or 
correct the 111format1on 111 the TSDB Input 1s pri nanly received electromcally 

(2) Nom111at1ons that are received fro 1 mternat1onal law partners The TSC nommat1ons umt reviews 
these add1t1ons, deletions, and mod1ficat1ons an then performs the necessary actions to enter or 
correct the 111format1on Ill the TSDB Input 1s prm rily received electronically ;- L , 

? yG- S --U, l µ_ '-..., <...--

D1spos1t1on Temporary DELETE/DESTROY , er verification of successful entry 

b Master File The database conta111s 1dent1fy111g 111format1on and characteristics of the known or suspected 
terrorist, as well as references to other datasets that contam 111format1on about the 111d1v1dual ldent1fy111g 
111format1on mcludes name and aliases, date and/or place of b111h, alien reg1strat1on, visa, social security 
account or other unique numbers, passport mformat1on, mcludmg passp011 numbers, 1ssu111g country, dates and 
locations of issuance, exp1rat1on dates and other relevant 111format1on, countries of origm or nationality ( 1f 
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• count~ of ongin 1s unknown), physical 1dent1fiers such as sex, race, height, weight, eye color, hair color, 
scars, marks or tattoos, known locations such as addresses or po111ts of travel, includ111g pnor adm1ss1ons to the 
U111ted States, photographs or rendenngs of the ind1v1dual, fingerpnnts or other b1ometnc data, employment 
data, phone numbers or license plate numbers, and any other 111format1on provided by the onginator for watch 
listing purposes 

lnd1v1dual names are deleted from the active TSDB when 1t 1s determined through 111vest1gat1on or other means 
that the ind1v1dual 1s not a known/suspected terronst The deleted records become 111act1ve and exist 111 an 
archived form where they are accessible by l11rnted ind1v1duals within the TSC and only for certain express 
purposes, such as researchmg a redress complaint or lawsuit about an adverse screen111g expenence, 
conducting quality assurance reviews, and compliance with report111g, oversight. and aud1t111g requirements 

(I) Active records D1s~s1t1on Tempora~ DELETE/DESTROY ind1v1dual records 99 years 
after date of entry 'I-'~ /IJ t - (, ) - or, - 2- ,-k <-- i b , 

(2) Inactive rec),·ds D1spos1t1on Temporary DELETE/DESTROY ind1v1dual records 50 years after 
record status changes to 1~t1ve /\.) t - to 1 ;-- C5G:, - 2- rt=z- ...._ t b ,__ 

(3) Records that ong111ated from international law partners D1spos1t1on Temporary Delete at the 
request of the ong111ating international law partner 111 concert with laws and policies governing their retention 
of these records, or, 1fno request received, commensurate with items b 1 and b 2 
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