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Forest Vegetation Information System (FORVIS)

Description of System:

The Forest Vegetation Information System (FORVIS) 1s a system for storage. retrieval,
and analysis of data about forestlands The system provides data management and
analytical capabilities for inventorying and monitoring vegetation on forested uplands
The focus of the system 1s the management of attribute data about vegetation polygons
and associated land management events FORVIS 1s used in conjunction with the Timber
Sales Information System (TSIS) to support the BLM Forest and Woodlands
Management Program

The system allows three data collection processes or levels of data describing vegetation
The sources are (1) photo interpretation, (2) walk-through survey, and (3) plot
measurements (stand examinattons) FORVIS allows broad, general vegetation
descriptions where funds and resource value 1s low It also allows more detailed
descriptions of species attributes, forest structure, and understory vegetation where the
resource values warrant Additionally, when plot measurements are taken, projections of
temporal change and vegetation treatment ettects are possible through links to the U S
Forest Service's Forest Vegetation Simulator and Stand Visualization System

1.a. Master File. The system contains information about current vegetation for specific
sites The data 1s used to assess and classify current conditions, potential vegetation, and
site productivity It 1s used to generate various models, including those that show
projections and scenarios about forest growth, forest structure, and wildlife habitat The
system 1s also used to quantify forest products, develop silviculture, plan forest
restoration treatments, and record treatment and disturbance events

Disposttion: PERMANENT

Transter a copy of the master file to the NARA upon approval of this schedule, along
with the technical documentation, 1n accordance with 36 CFR 1235 44-50 Thereatter,
transfer a copy every S years, along with the current technical documentation





